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Foreword 


[ gives me immense pleasure to write a few lines in appreciation of 
the work done by the author, translator and publisher of this book. 
For the people of Bhaderwah, Jammu & Kashmir and wider national 
and international scholars, this English translation work accurately 
brings to life the original work authored in Urdu by the renowned ed- 
ucationist, poet and scholar Jinab Bashir Bhaderwahi. 

I also take this opportunity to express my gratitude towards the au- 
thor, translator & the publisher of this valuable piece of documented 
account of the history and culture of Bhaderwah, my childhood abode. 

Having gone through the original work of Jinab Bashir Bhaderwahi in 
Urdu, it was my desire to get it translated into English language to enable 
it to reach the wider circles of non-Urdu speaking readers. ] am thankful 
to the translator and publisher for taking up my suggestion who within a 
short span of time have come up with this translated volume. 

Mr. Sheikh Ajaz, Publisher (Gulshan Books, Kashmir) kept his word 
and got this great job done. His contribution in getting world class 
literature re-discovered is matchless. 

Mr. Taha Mughal, the translator has very articulately and honestly 
done his job. So true is the work to the Urdu language that one does 
not feel it is a work of translation. He has done justice to it with his 
deep understanding of the original work and using his rich vocabulary 
of English to mirror the artful work of Jinab Bashir Bhaderwahi. 
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Bhaderwah has a great history and is known for its rich culture and 
tradition. This painstaking work of Bashir Bhaderwahi Sahab has un- 
folded and, for the discerning, continues to unfold many fascinating 
facts about the land of immense natural beauty and warm and hospita- 
ble people. 

In fact, whenever I go through this work, certain aspects take me 
back to my childhood experience of Bhallesa. I am extremely happy 
that Bhaderwah, the land of heavenly comforts and divine natural 
beauty will be discovered by the rest of the world when this English 
version helps them go through this translation project. 

It is a matter of great personal satisfaction for me that i was able to 
get Bhaderwah and many other unexplored destinations on the tourist 
map. Visiting places would definitely give people greater understanding 
of the descriptions of the place as brought out by this rich work. 

Tam sure that this valuable historical and cultural account of Bhad- 
erwah will attract and enlighten the readers. Once again, let me reiter- 
ate that all those associated with this project are praiseworthy. 


G Nabi Azad 
5-South Avenue Lane, 
New Delhi-110092 
25th Day of July, 2022 
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Translator’s Note 


friend of mine, my alter-ego and an artist, once taught me that 

“God lies in the details’. He was often seen conducting himself ei- 
ther saintly patient or insanely lost. I think while translating this volu- 
minous book, I can conveniently claim to have seen exactly the same 
polar ends, as is true of every other creative work, I believe. In translat- 
ing this book, I also had a very interesting and undulating journey from 
the heights of achievement to the abyss of despair and disappointment. 
Sometimes, lack of a personal academic merit challenged the entire 
notion of translating this book while at other times the rending of the 
literary ambience, generally created by any piece of Urdu literature, 
prevented me from sacrificing even one further word to another lan- 
guage. However, I think one evolves personally in writing a book as did 
I. From the above mentioned sweeping generalization of the ill fate, 
that almost every translator directly or indirectly confesses as a dis- 
claimer, to a place where I now know the sheer importance of under- 
taking such a task despite the risks it contains, I have come to realize 
that messages have no language and can easily be transmitted from one 
silent domain to another. I wish I could retake the entire project with 
this newly learned truth to make it a hundred times better. Neverthe- 
less, with all my shortcomings it was these messages that I have tried to 
translate in this work while simultaneously being as respectful to the 
face value of as many words as I possibly could. 
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Not many translators are lucky to meet the writers in ais ler 
alone finding them being well versed with the language they ATENEO 
work in. In that sense, I find myself profoundly lucky to have this work 
edited by the writer himself who has helped me take this work closer to 
what he had originally envisaged. I shall forever be indebted to his sons 
Dr Javed Khateeb and Dr Parvaiz Khateeb who driven by sheer respect 
of this research work as much as by the love of their father, stood equal- 
ly resolute in the rigorous eight to nine month long editing process 
along with him, handpicking one word after the other and returning 
back to me almost an entirely newly stitched draft for my re-evaluation. 
It wouldn't be an exaggeration to say that the book as it stands today in 
the hands of readers was not even close to what had been the first draft 
by the translator around five years ago. 

Writing a book is an exhaustive enterprise and translating is addi- 
tionally a very risky business too. There were, I have come to conclude 
three people constantly arguing in the corners of my room, caught in 
argumentative rigour at every dangling message that the translator 
wanted to convey. I have read many passages to each of them inde- 
pendently, asked them to observe quietly and when need be ushered 
them out of my room too. I honestly thank those parts of a man’s con- 
sciousness that painfully remained divorced from the translator during 
the entire execution of this Project, and also my mentor for having ac- 
quainted me with them in the first place. 

Before I proceed to talk about the content of the translated work or 
some important notes that must be kept in view before reading the book, 
I find it imperative to make a mention of the people who have made this 
Project possible in the first place. Their efforts and support in different 
capacities is the only reason that we have, what I still consider to be a 
draft in print today. Is is open to the future researchers and translators 
who are welcome to improve and correct it in their respective capacities. 

Before I express my heartfelt gratitude to all of them, I must make a 
mention of Sahitya Academy Awardee Ms Dheeba Nazir who was the 
first person to float the idea with my publisher and believe in my capa- 
ea Today, I fail to understand how we both succeeded to oversee 

‘ount of work or the time that the project would later demand. 
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Nevertheless, that feigned ignorance indeed has transformed into this 
work today. Thank you. I, without even feeling the need to mention, 
have dedicated this translation work to my mother Ms Haseena Mu- 
ghal who not only believed in me but also remained awake in all the 
candle-lit nights in Kashmir where this translation project took birth. I 
shall forever be indebted for her selfless support, silence, and love 
during the entire period of the project. 

My first teacher and mentor, Sahar Mughal because of whom I know 
the value of words and whose paintings have forever been an inspira- 
tion to my humble attempts. Whatever I shall accomplish in my life, if 
any; especially in the realms of art or literature should always be at- 
tributed to her. I can never even begin to thank you. Mr Omar Lateef, 
for taking care of all my domestic responsibilities in my complete ab- 
sence during the final two months of the project. For macurely han- 
dling many of my disappointments during the same period. 

My mentor, Dr V. K. Tripathi who has blessed me with the light of my 
own face and who physically is on a sannyasa now. His presence albeit over 
phone calls used to be a persistent motivation in continuing this project. 
Historian Mr. Fida Hasnain and Mr. Bashir Bhadarwahi, for providing 
me with a lot of reference papers, newspaper articles, books and other 
content. Mr. Taugeer Baludari, a friend and a companion-for being the 
first person to stand by the first translated chapter of this book, Mr Ta- 
bie-ul-Mursaleen for inspiring the last phase of translation, Ms Muzhid 
Mir and Ms Namisha Raj for their unwavering emotional strength. 

A special gratitude to Mr. Ubaidullah Pandit for working overnights 
with me and arguing over many word connotations for hours together; 
for proofreading many sections of the book during the final 15 days 
before submission. For his invaluable contribution to incorporate the 
Editor's suggestions in the main manuscript. Tanzeela Wazir for creat- 
ing the index of the book. 

Last but not the least, the people of Bhadarwah for having preserved 
such a rich syncretic culture, thus providing opportunities to the writer 
and the translator for embarking on such a great evolutionary journey. 
Though many notes and remarks have been added along the book, a 
few important points may be considered: 
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Some colloquial words and honourifics like Jenab (Jinab), Sahib, Haz- 
rat. etc. that bear importance either locally, culturally or historically have 
been retained as such in the translation work often with “[lit.:...]” refer- 
ting to ‘literal’ meanings provided in the brackets. Wherever the mean- 
ings are provided without the prefix /it. should be read as a representation 
or possible connotation of the preceding word. Although, the technique 
highly impedes the general flow of the reading, especially in Section 3 
Chapter 3, but it was deemed necessary to retain the cultural or historical 
interpretations of words like, Yatra, Pitru Paksha Shrad, Naga Devta, or 
compound words like Pateru Melu’ or Dharam Divas, and sometimes 
phrases or chants like Sanche Darbar ki Jai, etc. Similarly, names of cus- 
toms, rituals, jewellery items, religious practices, festivals have all been 
retained along with nearest English equivalents. 

The names of some organizations like Shri Amarnath Sangarsh 
Samithi [Hindi; Sangarsh; lit.: Struggle] established in democratic times 
or Post-partition times have also been retained. This has been primarily 
done because the names generally had a relevance to the times when 
they were formed. 

Although the entire book demands a lot of extra or reference read- 
ings for any non-native or foreign reader, Translator’s Notes have been 
added at some places where a need of quick introduction was felt, for 
example, socio-cultural concepts like Kashmiriyat or practices like read- 
ing of Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji’un (Arabic: __ 4315 aJUls 4G) 
upon someone's death have been spoken of. Similarly, details about the 
different festivals, traditional or religious calendars or Constitution 
amendments, etc. during the democratic times of India have been pro- 
vided. All such points or notes have been carefully shortlisted which 
can act as nodal points of further research and inquiry for the readers. 

A similar kind of research is also advised about the Legislative and 
Constitutional structure of India before reading Section 2 (Chapter 8) 
onwards. This is expected to greatly benefit the foreign readers and 

help clear the concepts or chronological turn of events as mentioned 
in the book. 

‘There are a lot of festivals and occasions that have been mentioned 
in the book, especially in Section 3 (Chapter 3). Similarly, a lot has 
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been written about Naga worship, for example. However, one must 
remember while going through the text that the entire content has been 
presented with respect to Bhadarwah, because of which all of these 
festivals or modes of worship or other religious practices have not and 
could not have been covered in detail in the scope of the current work. 
India with its huge cultural and religious history has a tremendous 
amalgam of these customs and rituals that keep the country alive all 
around the year. Readers must not be discouraged at the seemingly in- 
sufficient details about these festivals, customs or traditions. Almost all 
such festivals, customs and rituals have been retained in italics so that a 
reader can have a further inquiry if needed. Sometimes, a few supple- 
mentary notes by the translator have been added too. 

Takhallus (Urdu: 2), isa pen-name adopted widely by Urdu poets. 
The pen-names of the poets and writers especially in section 3 (Chapter 
5) and onwards have been italicized to differentiate them from their 
original names. 

Readers, especially from non-Asian countries, must have a basic in- 
troduction to the formal education system in India. Some further re- 
search about the same is advised, especially before reading Section 4 of 
the book. 

While going through the brief biographies of different people in the 
Section 4 (Chapter 5), the descriptions may come across as personal 
opinions than an objective assessment of the people or their contribu- 
tions. In translation, the manner and approach has been accordingly 
retained. 

A lot of passages cited as references in the book have been adopted 
as per the original English works available. Ata few occasions where the 
Urdu version did not match with the original text (as referred to in the 
book), the text has been overruled by the original text or facts of the 
reference material. Similarly, some of the sentences or dates have either 
been completely omitted or at times rectified too, as per the original 
reference material. The same has been done after due consultation 
and permission from the writer. 

The most important thing that a reader must remember is that the 
book as a whole has been treated as a Document of History in itself. 
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This means that while translating the book originally written around 
the vear AD 2008-2009, a special care has been taken to retain all the 
information as presented in the book albeit with a conflict of tense or 
facts as in the current year AD 2019, for example, translations have been 
amempred as “In the present government of Ghulam Nabi Azad...” 
Though the government in the state has changed many times ever since, 
authenticity to the original time when the book was written has been 
strictly maintained. There are many such examples that can be found 
Section 2 (Chapter 8) onwards, for example, “he is the acting MLA” or 
“he is serving in the Legislative Assembly”, etc. Similarly, the last part 
of the book which presents a brief biography of renowned men of Bha- 
darwah attempts translations like “he presently lives at Jammu” or “he 
has now retired from his service and is busy in social work these days”. 
All such sentences must be read with a consciousness of the original 
year of publication of the book and not be relied upon as factual 
information. 

Besides for retaining the authenticity of the original text, the trans- 
lator has refrained from changing these tenses as it would mean an en- 
tirely parallel research project, completely outside the scope of the cur- 
rent work. Future researchers are welcome to elaborate or make an 
updated version of the text. 

I wish our readers a very happy reading and seek an apology for any 
potential errors, a possibility that in any translation work can never be 
ruled out. Thank you for your time. Happy reading! 


Ta-Ha Mughal 
June 2020 
Kimberlite Colony, HMT 
Zainakot-IIl 
Near Hussaini Public High School, 
Srinagar, J&K, India 190012 
tahami 


ughal literarure@gmail.com 


Preface 


| ee extremely delighted in writing the preface of this comprehensive 
and authentic work written on the history of Doda after a gap of 
more than a decade. The first ever published book on the subject was 
my book in English “Kashmir and Kishtwar”. I remember it was only 
Ghulam Hussain Arman Kishtwari, known closely to me back then, 
who helped and assisted me in every possible way in writing the same. 
Without being there in person, I succeeded in writing the political and 
cultural history of Kishtwar which soon rose to international acclaim. 
Researching and writing history is my ardour and passion and with the 
blessings of Almighty Allah, my authored books still grace many librar- 
ies and universities across the globe. I got a chance to meet Aseer Kisht- 
wari in 1996 and handed over to him my collection of books and scripts 
written on Kishtwar. After only a couple of months, I was thrilled to see 
his book “Tasveer-e-Zila Doda” (The Portrait of District Doda) for 
which I was again asked to write a foreword. The book rose to fame 
soon. I was personally overwhelmed by the thought of a young histori- 
an blooming from the far-flung mountains of Kishtwar, whose fresh 
research is expected to render quite a considerable service to the nation. 
He is the same man who has now introduced me to a powerful poet, 
litterateur, critic, researcher and historian of Chenab Bashir Bhadarwa- 
hi whose thick, comprehensive, and highly informative manuscript 
“Baderwah ki Tareekh wa Sagafat” (The History and culture of Bhadar- 
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wah) has come to me for its foreword. My heart leaped out of sheer joy 
at its first glance acknowledging that a sincere and conscientious histo- 
rian from “Chota Kashmir’ (Little Kashmir, as Bhadarwah is popularly 
known) has finally exhibited his beautiful place by writing its history in 
the light of the old Himalayan States. 

] have been personally attached to Bhadarwah and Kishtwar for a 
long time because of the Urdu and Kashmiri poet Late Rasa Javedani, 
and noted and celebrated Singer Late Ghulam Nabi Dolwal Janbaz 
Kishtwari. I was already an admirer of the Histories written by Late 
Ishrat Kashmiri, Aseer Kishtwari and Dr Pritam Kishan Koul, but now 
seeing this book which spans across more than a thousand pages, one 
is bound to acknowledge 73-year old Bashir Bhadarwahi’s work as be- 
ing the most credible, distinct and beautiful of all ever written; for 
which the writer-cum-historian deserves my heartfelt congratulations. 
Being a teacher and an expert in education, Bashir Bhadarwahi has an 
insight into the Urdu language and also into the founding principles 
of the art of history writing. By labouring very hard as a dutiful son of 
the soil to present this enlightening and invaluable gift to his mother- 
land, Bashir Bhadarwahi has undoubtedly registered his identity and 
fame forever. During the current times when humans are helplessly 
getting more and more shackled by the chains of materialism, Bashir 
Bhadarwahi’s magnificent research is a testimony to his patriotism, 
virtuous intentions and his esteem for the past. What adds to its beau- 
ty is the eloquent and literary manner in which the book has been 
dealt with, laying the foundation of a new way of history writing. And 
if one has to separately adjudge the literary merit of the book, I can say 
with certainty that it is also a magnificent work of literature in the 
truest sense. 

After reading the entire book, one has to admit that Bashir Bhadar- 
wahi has not at all written the disjointed history of this ancient region, 
but has masterly harmonized it with the political history of the entire 
state of present-day Jammu and Kashmir. At such a demanding stage of 
his life, who knows how many libraries he must have rummaged in and 
how many odds braved to compile this volume on the history and cul- 
ture of Bhadarwah written in the Perspective of old Himalayan states. 
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The book encompasses the entire State and condenses it within the 
boundaries of its past and its present times, The cultural, literary and 
tourist attractions mentioned in the book seem even more interesting 
and pleasant to the readers than the political history discussed in the 
book. By the publication of this book, there has been an addition of 
great exceptional work in the precious treasure of the already written 
histories about the State. If such a popular writer, Bashir Bhadarwahi, 
could emerge as a historian from such a remote area, then surely the 
future of historiography in our state has to be splendid and glorious. 

I not only find such works commendable, but I’m also happy that 
the spirit of research and exploration is at its possible best. I am totally 
sure that this book will be blessed by earning the acceptance of its thou- 
sands of readers. Even though I had met Bashir Sahib earlier in 1976, 
when he had come through the Department Of Archives for personally 
handing me over the script of “Sobah Jammu mein Kashmiri Zubaan ki 
Soutiyaat Wagaira” (The Phonetics, etc. of Kashmiri Language in Jam- 
mu Province), it was only after reviewing this volume of history that we 
became so close an intimates that we will never be able to forget each 
other (God willing). 

Whereas Bashir Sahib has preserved the historical and cultural leg- 
acy of Bhadarwah on the one hand, he has also excellently served 
Urdu language and literature on the other through his remarkable 
diction and manner. Precisely mentioning, I must say that however 
much we augment the respect and praise of the writer, it would sure- 
ly be far too less. 


13" April 2010 


Professor Mohammad Fida Hasnain 
32-Dastageer Villa, Umar Enclave 
Paraypora, Baghat. 

Srinagar, J&¢K 


Review 


he writer of “Bhadarwah ki Tareekh wa Sagafat” Jenab Bashir Bha- 

darwahi is a prolific and one of the most accomplished writers in 
the field of literature. I have known him personally since 1964 when 
he held the position of a Tehsil Education Officer in Kishtwar. His 
Kashmiri poetry was then gaining in popularity through the distin- 
guished voice of famous singer Late Ghulam Nabi Dolwal Janbaz 
Kashmiri. Much like Rasa Javdani, Bashir Bhadarwahi always looked 
cheerful and was sociable, well dressed and very polite in his public 
dealings. His enlightening poetry in the prime of his youth and his 
teaching capabilities still draw a very alluring and beautiful image be- 
fore my eyes, of the times when I was myself a student at Government 
Degree College Bhadarwah (1971-1974). I would then reside in the 
second floor of Abdul Qayoom Shapoo Sahib’s house, which over- 
looked the residences of Bashir Sahib, Late Deewana Bhadarwahi, and 
Late Wafa Bhaderwai on one side, while of Rasa Javdani and Ghulam 
Nabi Goni Gourghani on the other. One could always see either of the 
venerable poets wandering insensibly or strolling aimlessly around 
there. The personality of Bashir Bhaderwai was groomed by Ghulam 
Nabi Reshu Sahib who passed away on 6" March 2006. Although he 
was not a poet himself, he did own an intensely capable and a magnet- 
ic aura. Both of them clung to each other as if they somehow shared a 
single spirit between two bodies, to the extent that could be allegori- 
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cally compared with the legendary lovers Laila and Majnun. On the 
other hand, due to his association with the Education Department, 
Bashir Sahib had developed nearness with Late Ghulam Rasool Azaad, 
who was then an important and dignified personality, besides being 
the Head of Education Department. During the appointment at 
Doda, Bashir Sahib and I were allotted adjacent government quarters. 
Consequently, we got better known to each other by every passing day 
and soon developed a close intimacy. I wonder how the age gap of 18 
long years between us vanished away all by itself, as we soon started 
discoursing and debating tirelessly on literary issues for hours at a 
stretch like rwo friends. Bashir Sahib displays an endless ocean of sin- 
cerity, integrity, and affection in his exceptional smile. I totally confess 
that writing the review of such an eye-opening book is intensely difh- 
cult for me, especially when the writer bears such a dignified personal- 
ity. However, I also understand that I am obliged to present the fea- 
tures and facets of this book before the masses at large. Through one of 
his couplets, I solemnly pray for the long life and the sound health of 
the writer and also wish him to serve the literature even more: 


Toor hue chukh khatith wanas manz door 
Phoul bashiro che sanglabig paeth 


(Like a blossom you are hiding far into the woods; 
Bloom you, O Bashir much like a Sanguiab) 


(Sangulab: A flower that blooms in the rocks) 


The original name of Bashir Bhadarwahi is Bashir Ahmad Khateeb. 
He was born on 24 January 1935 in Bhadarwah. In connection with 
the trade and commerce, his ancestors had migrated from Anantnag 
(Kashmir) to Bhadarwah where they permanently settled thereafter. 
The name of his honourable father was Khawaja Mohammad Sultan 
Khateeb who was a teacher by profession. It is said that Khawaja Sahib 
was widely respected for his knowledge, piety, and temperance in his 
times. After passing his primary from Primary School Nagar Bhadar- 
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wah, Bashir Sahib passed his matriculation examination from Sri High 
School Bhadarwah in 1950. However, he could not be admitted to 
college owing to the meager income of his poor father. Therefore, for 
the next three years, he worked as an accountant in various shops 
against very low wages. Nevertheless, he started his government ser- 
vice as a teacher from January 29 1953, at Government Central School 
Ramban. Because of getting infected by Malaria, he was later trans- 
ferred to Primary School Doligam Banihal, where he worked for al- 
most a year. During the same time, a Teacher's training school was 
opened in Bhadarwah, wherein Bashir Sahib got enrolled in the very 
first session. It was here that he earned his Diploma in Teaching Course 
with a distinction. He continued his academic pursuits until he finally 
graduated in 1958. The same year he was sent for a B.Ed. course who 
earned this degree too with excellence a year later. Then in the year 
1962, he passed his M.A. Urdu examination, securing the first divi- 
sion. Just before the result declaration of his M.A. examination, he was 
promoted as the headmaster of the Government High School Jakyaas 
(Bhalesa, District Doda). In the year 1963, he was appointed as the 
Tehsil Education Officer Udhampur and in 1964 as the Tehsil Educa- 
tion Officer Kishtwar. After discharging his excellent services as prin- 
cipal District Institute of Education and Training Rajouri, Kishtwar 
and then as District Education Officer Rajouri, Doda and Poonch; he 
finally got relieved of his official responsibilities from the post of a 
District Education Officer Doda on January 31, 1993. In those days, 
I was also in District Doda and registered my presence in all the fare- 
well programs given in honour of the gracious man. His colleagues 
had held him in high praise for his unmatched service to literature 
while referring to him as one of the most dependable, intelligent, sa- 
gacious and a successful Head-of-Department. All were unanimous in 
their opinion that people like Bashir Sahib are not only one in a thou- 
sand but are also seldom born. 
In the words of a poet: 


Ya wo gowhar hi alag tha gowhar-i-insaan se 
Ya nikaltey hi nahi ab aise jawahir kaan se 
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(Either the gem itself was rare among the gem of persons 
Or they don’t produce such jewels in the world anymore) 


When Bashir Ahmad Khateeb started to compose his poetry, he pre- 
ferred the name of Bashir Bhadarwahi as his nom de plume. Reflecting 
over his journey of literature, one has to admit that he has given the glad 
tidings of love and kindness to the world and thus has made himself a 
man of unique stature. He started composing poetry at the tender age of 
around 13. During the communal riots of 1947 which rocked Bhadar- 
wah and the surrounding areas, he got so affected that he almost repli- 
cated the pathos by presenting a very similar image of the devastation in 
one of his poems. Before being employed in the government service, 
Bashir Bhadarwahi would say his poetry in Urdu, but in 1953 he veered 
away to Kashmiri. He was then appointed in District Ramban. The 
opening couplet of his first formal Kashmiri Ghazal is as follows: 


Kan thawtam che lilla soorum shabaab yaaro 
Wanha be haal-e-dil chey mutsrum hijaab yaaro 


(Lend me for God’s sake, an ear my friend 
for my youth has squandered away; 
To you, I would whisper the plight of my heart 
If only you'd unveil yourself some day) 


This Ghazal reinforced the spirits of Bashir Sahib and he wrote more 
and more of poetry with increased vigour and full dedication. His first 
Urdu poem “Muallim” (The Teacher) was published in the Monthly 
“Ustad” (Srinagar) in 1956, and Kashmiri Poem in 1960 in the “Nawaye 
Qaum” (Jammu). His first essay on the life of Rasa Javdani was pub- 
lished in the J&K Cultural Academy's Kashmiri literary journal “Shira- 
za” in 1970, which was highly appreciated in Kashmir. His first book 
“Doda Zilllek Kashir Loak Baeth” (The Kashmiri folksongs of District 
Doda) was published by the State Cultural Academy in 1972, about 
which the powerful prose writer, researcher and critic Jenab Muhammad 
Yousuf Taing (who was then the secretary of the academy) pens down: 
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“Today, in the form of this book we are presenting the regional songs 
of the Kashmiris residing in this faraway place (Pathwan). This is the 
seventh sequel of the Kashmiri regional songs and we hope it instills 
more passion and colours in this pleasant bouquet of beautiful flowers. 
Although it contains some lines and stanzas of poetry which have been 
published in the earlier volumes too, yet because their exposition and 
the usage of words is entirely different, we strongly felt to retain them 
as such.” 

About the historic and verbal context of Kashmiri regional poetry, 
the writer of the book himself writes: 

“Because the entire region is mountainous and bears a very difficult 
terrain, the writer could not assemble all the flowers spread across this 
garden of love, which has been protected and nourished for centuries 
by the blood of its poets, common masses and artists. All of this trea- 
sure would have been completely destroyed by the Filmy and the other 
upcoming genres of music, had it not been for Jenab Muhammad You- 
suf Taing Sahib to encourage the writer for collecting the same, without 
which I could never have been fortunate enough to unify these dis- 
jointed beads together in a single rosary. I wonder how many flowers of 
our garden of literature and folklore have already been devastated un- 
der the cast autumn of our negligence, ignorance, and compulsion.” 

“Zila Doda ke Kashmiri Lok Geet” (The Kashmiri folk songs of Dis- 
trict Doda) stresses upon the research and inquiry which was started by 
Bashir Sahib some forty years ago. He had selected such a rare topic for 
research that even after so many years nobody has been capable to re- 
produce it’s like. This book describes almost all kinds of Kashmiri folk 
Literature. The Kashmiri prose of Bashir Sahib is so eloquent, elegant 
and deeply intense and plaited that it has a lyrical effect on the readers. 
He is convinced to write lucidly and neutrally shares expertise to con- 
front the readers with his stark visual imagery. Through the current 
book, the notable poet has achieved one of the great feats in the world 
of literature. 

While the prose of Bashir Sahib embodies a strange sweetness, his 
poetry at the same time is a pure reflection of his masterly command 
over Kashmiri language and the adept wordplay. He is not only well 
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acquainted with Kashmiri poetry but also equally mindful of its differ. 
ent techniques. The famous poct, researcher, litterateur, critic Professoy 
Margoob Banhali, while appreciating the poetic credentials of Bashir 
Bhadarwahi, notes: 

“This noble soul and sincere person is the second most notable poets 
of Kashmiri language, after Rasa Javedani.” 

Researcher Mohan Lal Atish also presents his viewpoint as follows: 

“Bashir Bhadarwahi holds full knowledge of the Kashmiri poetry 
and he is also well contemplative of the new inclinations in the litera- 
ture. After Rasa Javdani, Bashir Bhadarwahi can be crowned as the 
prince of Kashmiri Ghazal without whom the pleasant, refreshing and 
potent poetry of District Doda would be orphaned and miserably 
abandoned.” 

Renowned writer and critic Saidullah Shad Fareed Abadi puts: 

“Bashir Bhadarwahi is a poet of delicate perception and an accom- 
plished litterateur. He is well conscious of the hidden intricacies of the 
art. His work depicts the elegance of his thoughts, witty remarks and 
immeasurable depths. The heart-wrenching pain of severance and also 
the ecstasy of the taste of reunion, both form the spine of his poetry. 
Through his unmatched dexterity in art, he masterfully expresses the 
wide domain of human emotions so much so that the like of which can 
hardly be seen. Besides saying beautiful poetry in Kashmiri, he enlivens 
the Urdu language as well through his couplets. Bashir is one of the 
towering poets of District Doda existing in the current times.” 

Talib Hussain Rind Bhadarwahi who is the writer of the first ever 
written literary history of Bhadarwah (“Kehkeshan”) says about the 
writer the following words: 

“Bashir Bhadarwahi is the bearer of a genial disposition, noble tem- 
perament, and an eloquent speech. He always meets people with a 
cheerful countenance be it the younger ones or the elderly lot. He is 
extremely influenced by the beautiful craftsmanship and the miracles of 
nature. His works both in Urdu and Kashmiri have begun coming into 
the limelight. Besides the two languages, he has also diversely experi- 
te with the English language, even though it is yet to be pub- 
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Noted Kashmiri poet, litterateur and historian Manshoor Banhali in 
his book “Jamme soubas manz Kashir Zabaan wa Adbuk Tawareekh” 
(The history of Kashmiri language and literature in Jammu Province) 
mentions of Bashir Bhadarwahi in detail as: 

“After the eminent Kashmiri poet, great litterateur and critic Rasa 
Javdani who hailed from the heavenly valley of Bhadarwah, Bashir Bha- 
darwahi is evidently a conspicuous, prominent, competent and a far- 
sighted poet and writer, who possesses an especial and inimitable style 
of poetry, intonation and innovative conception of words. His tone is 
soft and sweet. Romantic attraction in his works forms one of his char- 
acteristic merits.” 

Many writers have written about his life and poetic works, including 
Rasool Pompur, Mushtaq Fareedi, Shahbaz Rajouri, Dr Shuhaab In- 
ayat Malik, Tanveer Bhadarwahi, Fareed Ahmad Fareedi, and Aseer 
Kishrwari, to name but a few. 

Bashir Bhadarwahi’s collection in the Kashmiri language “Goshan 
Hind Posh” (lit.: Flowers of Wilderness] earned mass appreciation in 
1998 when it was finally exhibited before its readers. In this way, a part 
of his revered and beautiful poetry got preserved in the Kashmiri lan- 
guage. According to Manshoor Banhali, the meaning of “Goshan Hind 
Posh” is “Sehra Ke Phool” (Flowers of the Desert), while as Mohammad 
Yousuf Taing has interpreted the word “Goshan” as “Nazara” (The 
sight) in context to the works of Habba Khatoon and Mehjoor. There- 
by it follows that according to him, the book should be known as “Pho- 
oloun ka Nazara” (The sight of Flowers). In any case, this anthology of 
poetry does stir a deep restlessness into one's soul owing to its innate 
magnetism. The cover photograph of the book flaunts the strength of 
mighty mountains, green expanses of forests, ripened fields and other 
natural assets of the core Bhadarwah. Written over 139 pages, the book 
encloses a hymn, a eulogy written in remembrance of Prophet Moham- 
mad P*h, 54 Ghazals, 17 poems, 4 elegies, and 18 gata‘at [Qataa: a kind 
of Urdu verse] which include many of those that have gained huge ad- 
miration and mass recognition. Speaking in a book release function, 
the then Minister of Food and Transport Late Bashir Ahmad Kichloo 
Sahib proclaimed Bashir Bhadarwahi to be a great poet of the masses 
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and his book a significant addition to the reservoir of Kashmiri poetry, 
In the words of Mohammad Yousuf Taing, the book contributes to the 
mainstream of Kashmiri Literature. The beautiful and enticing Kash- 
miri poetical works of Bashir Bhadarwahi, in my opinion, is no less 
than an invaluable treasure gleaming quite independently in the Kash- 
miri poetry. Almost all the Kashmiri-knowing people have applauded ir 
in their respective capacities. 

Bashir Bhadarwahi has also valuably served Urdu prose and poetry. 
Professor Zahoor-ud-din, former Head-of-Department Urdu, Jammu 
University, presents his views on Bashir Sahib’s poetry as follows: 

“As an Urdu poet Bashir Bhadarwahi has rendered excellent service 
in the Jammu province. He is well acquainted with the characteristics 
of Urdu poetry and composes the genres of Ghazal, Nazm and gita‘at. 
Bashir looks highly influenced by the traditions and history of Urdu 
poetry. Therefore, many of his works are found replicating the same 
topics which have been dealt with in the Urdu language for centuries. 
He reconstructs the old topics in his novel style and unique manner. In 
this connection, his poem “Zabassum” (A smile) is worth mentioning.” 

One discovers a perfect collage of romanticism and rationality in the 
poetry of Bashir Bhadarwahi. Through his lucid language and the un- 
pretentiously pleasing words, he weaves beauty into his poems. He is an 
expert in crafting mesmerizing Ghazals into his short verses. Here are 
some of the couplets excerpted from one of his Urdu Ghazals: 


“Khird ki duniya se jab bey ikhtiyaar hotey gaye 
Raaz haye ishq hum par aashkaar hotey gaye 


Kis nishat-e-aarzoo mein ashkbaar hotey gaye 
Paerhan dast-e-junoon se tar tar hotey gaye 


Hum paraye lag rahey hain apne gulshan mein Bashir 
Kyun havadis hum pe yun baar baar hotey gaye” 


(More I lost control over the domain of my intellect; 
More did Love unveil its secrets unto me. 
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More I kept mourning over this pleasure of longing; 
More kept my robes ripping apart in a fit of frenzy 


[ seem but an alien in my own garden of flowers, O Bashir! 
Why was I struck so often with such calamities?) 


‘The articles of Bashir Bhadarwahi give an indication of his passion- 
ate inclination towards research and criticism. He writes highly infor- 
mative write-ups on personalities and literature. ‘These essays and arti- 
cles multiply the elegance of many reputed magazines, literary journals, 
and various other books, even though his separate collection of Urdu 
and Kashmiri essays is yet to be published under one cover. Bhadarwa- 
hi Sahib is a silent literary worker. Even in this latter part of his life, the 
perfection with which he handles and critically analyses the books is a 
matter of pride for the young generation. 

The current book is a wonderful and precious gift from a patriot son 
to his beloved land. I was spellbound and shockingly astonished at just 
seeing the contents of “Bhadarwah ki Tareekh wa Dagafat” when Bashir 
Sahib put it before me for the first time. I remember having also felt a 
sense of inferiority deep within me, recognizing my personal sluggish- 
ness and lethargy. At such a stage of life when apathy, rest and repose, 
forgetfulness and escapism, overshadows humans, too callous to re- 
spond even to their dietary needs, Bashir Sahib contrarily, being a de- 
termined, courageous, industrious and a resolute writer, has accom- 
plished the historic feat by compiling such a magnificent work after 
years of continuous research. Even after such an accomplishment, 
Bashir Sahib takes no pride into it and, in fact, with utmost humility 
permits his readers to adjudge the book themselves. Otherwise in mod- 
ern times, no sooner do the researchers get published chan they start 
blowing their own trumpets about it everywhere. 

This massively thick book overwhelms its readers at first glance, but 
once a reader starts leafing through its pages, he fails to keep up with 
his own pace. It is so captivating that one wants to finish the entire 

book just in one sitting. This is the art of magnetic articulation which 
slowly garners happiness into hearts rather than making them fray 
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away. Every interesting passage in the book generates an afresh desire to 
read more. And as such, a moment suddenly comes when the entire 
book comes to its end. The gates of knowledge and information get 
opened out and the reader feels not a twinge of tiredness or fatigue, 
Simultaneously one presumes the immense hard work put in by the 
writer and also wonders at the reference material of the subject matter, 
as also at his mastery over the language. Being a teacher himself the 
writer has highlighted different angles of the geographical, political, 
cultural and literary history in one complete sketch of the area after 
thorough research. He understands very well that chronicling events is 
an extremely delicate job. The entire book has been written impartially 
and like a narrator narrating from behind the curtains, he reads aloud 
the entire proceedings of time, so that the new generations are well in- 
formed of their own past and present times. Recognizing this lengthy 
book as the most recent and detailed history of the undivided Doda, I 
declare with strict firmness that “Bhadarwah ki Tareekh wa Saqafat” will 
prove very important in the collection of history books written in the 
state of Jammu and Kashmir. The writer has fearlessly written about 
contemporary history in a gradual manner that has paved a smooth 
way for future scholars, researchers, and historians touching the sub- 
ject. Only God knows best how many more lamps of art and literature 
will be lit through this enlightening book. 

“Bhadarwah ki Tareekh wa Sagafat” has been written with firm 
foundations taking benefit of 66 different books and other sources 
that Bashir Bhadarwahi has perused. By telating the history of Bhadar- 
wah with the history of Jammu and Kashmir and of the Himalayan 
states, the writer has manifolded the importance and the dignity of the 
book. The areas of history and culture have been thoroughly discussed. 
The book is way ahead of just being a tourist guide in which the stun- 
ning and dazzling spots have been mentioned in addition to various 
trekking and tourist routes which could be upgraded as big centres of 
tourist attraction on the tourist maps. This part of the book can play a 
key role in promoting tourist activities across the area. The style of 
writing prominently increases the beauty of the historic events and the 
cultural descriptions mentioned in it. By expertly presenting the writ- 
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ings of various native and the foreign writers, the writer has added 
some rare information that increases the merit of this compilation. 
Compiling various small as well as big details in one complete work is 
an evident display of the expertise of Bashir Sahib as a writer. The 
choice of words and techniques employed in it is not only worth-ap- 
preciating but also highly laudable. Researching and collecting data 
for a book is a difficult task. And even more difficult is to condense it 
in one’s own style of writing. Lastly, after the publication, the heart 
shriveling stage is when a writer keeps up with the undue perversity of 
some readers. Therefore, in short, being a writer is equivalent to delib- 
erately inviting trouble for oneself. Perhaps this is what Hazrat Allama 


Iqbal" states in the same context: 


“khuda tujhe kisi toufan se aashna karde 
Ki tere bahr ki moujoun mein iztiraab nahi 


Nahi mumbkin kitaab se faraag tujhe ki tu 
Kitaab khwaah hain magar sahib-i-kitaab nahi” 


(May God acquaint your soul with a violent tempest; 
Since the tides of your ocean lack passion 


Impossible! That through books, you'd set yourself free; 
For you are but only a reader and not a master of books) 


“Bhadarwah ki Tareekh wa Sagafat” has been divided into four major 
sections including Geographical History, History of Bhadarwah in the 
Past times, The Cultural History of Bhadarwah and The Miscellaneous 
Information. The entire volume has been elucidated by dividing the 
first section into 9 parts, second into 8, third into 7 and fourth into 5. 
In the first part of section 1, undivided Doda has been presented in 
view of the old Himalayan States and consequently many other things 
have been mentioned such as the geographical background of Bhadar- 
wah, its four boundaries, its population, the old capital of the valley of 
Bhadarwah, the location of the palace, Bhadarwah in old accounts and 
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travelogues, Bhadarwah in view of the natural and geological changes, 


the old management units of Bhadarwah, the rivers and rivulets of Bha. 
darwah, etc. The mention of the climate of Bhadarwah, seasons, agri- 


cultural produce and food, horticulture and floriculture, forests, wild 
medicinal herbs, pets, wild animals and the birds has been made in the 
second section of the book. The third part describes the old and new 
routes in the valley of Bhadarwah. The fourth part is about the town of 
Bhadarwah. Written especially for the foreign visitors, it contains the 
detail of present palaces, roads, lanes and alleys, the agricultural pro- 
duce, the cottage industry, the occupations of people, prominent villag- 
es, government offices, Tehsil headquarters Gandoh, different areas of 
Bhalesa and the various streams flowing in the area. In the sixth part, 
while introducing the Marmat Galyan or the Valley of Khasaal, the 
writer describes its boundaries, features, population, agricultural pro- 
duce, worth visiting places, rivers, and canals, and its various roads and 
ways. In the seventh part, the formation of Tehsil Thathri, the naming 
of headquarters of Thathri, the populace, its boundaries, the historic 
importance of Jangalwar and Kandot, beautiful scenic spots, general 
people and their occupation, and other related themes has been men- 
tioned. The valley of Killar has been introduced in the eighth part 
which is another very important and scenic place of Bhadarwah. The 
ninth part is about the golden times of tourism in which the popular 
places of Bhadarwah like Mountain Kailash, Kailash Kund, Sewaj 
Dhaar, Jai Dhaar, valley of Chinta, Subhar Dhaar, Phuklani Dhaar, The 
area of Athkar, Sartangil, Khani Top, Gur Dhandi Dhaar, Padhri Dhaar, 
Bhal Padhri, Songli Killar, Khaleni, Rock garden Bhala, Gatha lake, 
Teligrah, Chabrah and Ataalgarh Park have been introduced in the best 
possible way. The book has also been adorned with the pictures of many 
other beautiful and scenic places. 

Before mentioning the recent history of Bhadarwah, the first part of 
the second section of the book contains history until the times of Paul 
dynasty. Accordingly, important points have been highlighted in it like 
the reason for the naming of Bhadarwah, and also the starting traces of 
the history of Bhadarwah in view of the neighbouring Himalayan 
states. In the second part, a brief mention of the old rulers of the Bha- 
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darwah, Raja Jobh Nath and Surma Verman, etc. has been made along 
with the subjects like the genealogical tree of the kings of Donga Nagar, 
the introduction of the Bilowria family and also the beginning of the 
important history of Bhadarwah. In the third part, a detailed descrip- 
tion has been made of the conditions during the reign of 19 Kings 
starting from King Nag Paul to King Pahadh Chand (1810-1821). This 
part is the heart of the actual political history of Bhadarwah. Addition- 
al information has been supplemented with it to formulate the portions 
of history and culture. In other words, this is the part which is the 
complete tale of an independent state of Bhadarwah. The fourth part is 
comprised of the history of the external raids and conditions of some 
other kings of the area. It describes how Bhadarwah became subordi- 
nate to a place called Chamba, and also throws light on the political 
conditions during the reign of King Charat Singh to that of Sri Singh 
and Prakaram Singh (1821-1845). In the fifth part, the advent of Mus- 
lims in District Doda and Bhadarwah has been explained. And the 
consequent spread of Islam in the entire Bhadarwah is talked of. Brief 
history inclusive of various treaties of emperors, the era of Chak dynas- 
ty, the era of Mughals, Sikhs, the arrival of Hazrat Shah Muhammad 
Farid-ud-din Baghdadi in Kishtwar, the era of Afghans and the era of 
Dogra rulers have also been mentioned. By presenting the picture ofa 
royal household in Bhadarwah, a successful attempt has been made to 
showcase the true image of this old kingdom. In the eighth part, the 
change in the custom of forced labour during the reign of Maharaja 
Gulab Singh and the crowning of Maharaja Ranbir Singh, have been 
mentioned. Along with it, the important historical events like the arriv- 
al of Raja Muhammad Teg Singh in Bhadarwah and the arrival of the 
ruler of Afghanistan Shah Shujah in Khaleni have also been described. 
In the seventh part “Bhadarwah Bator-i-Jagir Dogra Hukumraanoun ke 
Tahat” (lit.: Bhadarwah as a Jagir under Dogra Regime] provides vari- 
ous interests of people during the times of Raja Amar Singh, Maharaja 
Pratap Singh, and Maharaja Hari Singh. Ir also mentions of the merger 
of Bhadarwah into the state of Jammu and Kashmir in the year 1930, 
the rise of freedom movement in the state, the establishment of people's 


assembly, Muslim Conference, All Jammu and Kashmir National Con- 
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ference, politics of Chowdary Ghulam Abbas and Sheikh Muhammad 
Abdullah, communal riots in sub-continent, the nomination of Sheikh 
Muhammad Abdullah as the Chief Minister, Bhadarwah under the at. 
tack of communal riots and the political and social revolutions in the 
area as well. The eighth part encompasses the people's government 
(1947-2009) in which the overall scenarios ranging from Sheikh Mo- 
hammad Abdullah to Omar Abdullah have been explained. In this 
phase, democracy is explained replacing the autocracy, and simultane- 
ously the activities of militant organizations in the valley and its conse- 
quent negative aspects on District Doda have also been examined. This 
era is reminiscent of the heart-wrenching events and reminds the read- 
ers of the dangers and difficulties which have been braved by the inhab- 
itants of the state for the past few decades. In this part, the recent his- 
toric events of the state of Jammu and Kashmir have also been sketched. 
As such, this part bears a unique significance in this compilation. 

The third section reveals an intensely beautiful cultural sight of 
Bhadarwah. By providing crucial details like an expert, the writer has 
considerably increased the merit of the book. The first part is about the 
mode of living of the people, clothing, ornaments, food, tribes, reli- 
gions and sects and classes, while as the second part deals with customs 
and rites like marriages, birth ceremonies, funeral rites, regional faiths, 
etc. Fairs and exhibitions, pilgrimages, festivals, regional dance forms, 
a special mention of the pilgrims embellish the third part of the sec- 
tion. These fairs and festivals primarily include Mela Patt, Mela Dhaar, 
Kanchoth, Dharam Divas, etc. Likewise, satisfactory information has 
been provided on Kailash Yatra, Dhaku Nach (a local dance form), 
Dholak Nach (a form of dance on drums), and Ghorai Nach (a local 
dance form). The fourth part contains details about the Fine Arts. The 
writer has taken great pains to include invaluable information on Bha- 
darwah’s stone carving, sculpturing, sketching, painting, architecture, 
music and also about the local famous singers. The fifth part deals with 
a brief outline of the unique history of poetry and literature in which 
special focus has been made on the linguistic scenario and diversity in 
the language. Then under the auspices of Bhadarwahi language and 
literature, Urdu language and literature, and then in the Kashmiri lan- 
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guage, several fundamental issues in its prose, poetry and researched 
literary work have been discussed in detail. The important poets and 
writers of Bhadarwah which have been opined about include Rasa 
Javedani, Ahqar Bhadarwahi, Wafa Bhadarwahi, Kanwal Nain Nighat, 
Taalib Hussain Rind, Sagar Schrayi, Professor Mohammad Asad-ullah 
Wani, Tanveer Bhadarwahi, etc. In the same part, many literary and 
cultural organizations, and literature produced in different languages 
have also been presented in an interesting way. The sixth part enlight- 
ens the historic importance of the Bhadarwah fort and the Atalgarh 
fort. The seventh part presents a very interesting view of various 
mosques and temples of Bhadarwah. The scholarly historian has con- 
templated too much in writing this part. Even the tiniest of mosques 
and the smallest of temples have not escaped the domain of his pen. 
This part also throws light on the varied angles pertaining to the di- 
verse faiths and religions of Bhadarwah. The reader discovers his inner 
peace and spiritual tranquility while going through the details of the 
famous shrines and reliquaries of Bhadarwah. 

In the last and the fourth section, the status of constructions and 
other developmental tasks undertaken in Bhadarwah have been men- 
tioned. In its first part while explaining the impressive changes in the 
field of education, colossal undertakings taken up during the Dogra 
rule and the people’s government have been highlighted. In the second 
part, a mention of Power House Sartingal and new proposals of the 
electric department has been made. In the third part, the evolution of 
the law-making bodies in Jammu and Kashmir has been shown right 
from 1934 to 2009. The fourth part introduces the biggest army camp 
of the area. The fifth and last part is about the dynamic personalities of 
Bhadarwah. At the same time, it also introduces various workers and 
officers working in Departments of Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Drug Control, Animal Husbandry, R&B, Heath and Family Welfare, 
Youth Services and Sports, Forests, Police and Social Welfare. 

Despite my hard efforts to restrict the length of this review, it has 
helplessly taken me a lot of pages still to write it down, which is about 
an eminent, graceful and a voluminous book. ‘The publication of this 
successful book is a historic step. Congratulating the writer from the 
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depths of my heart, I pray for his health, fitness and long life, | also 
wish that the book further increases the respect and fame of the writer 
Amen! ‘ 


4 May 2010 


Wali Muhammad Aseer Kishtwari 
House No. 3, Lane No. 7 

Firdous Abad, Sunjwan Road 
Jammu 


Gratitude 


Il gratitude is due to Almighty Allah with whose blessings a meek 

d incapable human like me got fortunate enough to endure pa- 

tiently the difficulties faced in writing this book. After treading labori- 
ously on the ways of research, I have finally completed compiling this 
book which unravels the historical, cultural and geographical roots of a 
famous yet underdeveloped beautiful area of Bhadarwah, my beloved 
motherland. Despite the poor availability of any reliable sources of lit- 
erature written on its history, I feel grateful for having accomplished 
this arduous task, at least to some extent. Mustering the courage to 
present this book before the honourable researchers and lovers of histo- 
ry and culture, I take pride in relieving myself of the responsibility de- 
manded by my motherland for a long time now. While writing this 
book, I have tried adhering to all the guiding principles which are nor- 
mally demanded by the art of history writing. During the past ten years 
of the research, I’ve tried to keep my focus centralized on the traditions 
of truthfulness, sincerity, and impartiality. Therefore, besides the events 
and incidents mentioned in this book, the prevalent cultural, social and 
religious traditions of the area have been narrated in their true colour, 
the glimpses of which can clearly be observed by the readers as well 
while going through the different dimensions of the native faiths, tra- 
ditions and cultures of the area. After the advent of Islam, in spite of the 


newly established civilization, the old mythological events and the 
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mythological character (mode) are still afresh under the layers of Collec. 
tive subconscious of the people. Historical myths especially those men- 
tioning ‘Snakes and Serpents’ can never be distanced neither from the 
history and culture nor from the Folk literature of Bhadarwah. [n the 
words of Professor Thakur Udhay Chand: “The readers May accept it as 
a truth or as a historical myth...but one thing is clear chat these tradj- 
tions cannot be easily transgressed.” "| According to Fauq Sahib: “A 
nation that does not have its own history is dead. We cannot Perceive a 
dignified life for its inhabitants.”?) In that regards, a dire need was bein 
felt to write a completely separate, comprehensive and validated history 
of Bhadarwah. Such work was expected to preserve the old as well as 
the new geographical, historical and cultural aspects. By meeting all the 
demands of the modern times with reference to the reliable historical or 
oral accounts, such a book was expected to link together the missing 
chains of such unrevealed secrets of the evolution of civilization in the 
light of authentic research which otherwise have been fast vanishing 
amidst scattered pages of history, like forgotten tales of the times, The 
lack of such a documented history moved me so much so that I set off 
on a consistent and persevering journey of research and inquiry the 
outcome of which is here today in the form of this book, God willing, 
the modest residents of Bhadarwah shall no longer be debased and 
mocked for not having their own comprehensively recorded history. 

After Pandit Kalhan, the worth mentioning European travelers who 
have mentioned of Bhadarwah in their travelogues and memoirs in- 
clude Frederic Drew, G T Vigne, Vogel, Hutchison, and Charles Elli- 
son Bates. All the historians have greatly applauded their written works 
that have played a key role in sketching about the Royals and the histo- 
ry of this principality. The readers will also get delighted by reading 
various quotations excerpted from their writings, even though they 
themselves had never written them with the intenti 
so much to the historiography of the area, 


Besides the abovementioned 
searchers, 


the royals 


have unde 


ons of contributing 


young westerners, the historians, r- 
and biographers of the recent past have drawn a picture of 
of Bhadarwah in their respective works. By doing so, they 
rtaken the basic and important job pertaining to the history 
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and culture of Bhadarwah. These include Late Narsingh Das Nargis, 
Thakur Kahin Singh Bilowria, Sukh Dev Singh Charak, G. N. Ganhar, 
Molvi Hashmatullah Khan Lakhnawi, Shivji Dhaar, and Ishrat Kisht- 
wari. Present biographers and historians who have contributed tremen- 
dously to our historical and cultural legacy include Dr Sudheshwar 
Verma, Dr Pritam Krishan Koul, Professor Thakur Udhay Chand, Wali 
Muhammad Bhat Aseer Kishtwari, Nek Chand Kotwal, Dhoni Chand 
Sharma, Mohan Lal Aash, and Late Muhammad Iqbal Sartaj. Besides 
them, some other young writers, literary organizations and government 
departments have also played their role in the contribution. Some of 
these include Fareedya Bazm-i-Adab Doda, Iqbal Bazm-i-Adab Bha- 
darwah, Bhadarwah Sanstha, Jammu and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages and Department of Information, J&K. In the 
current times, the role of media especially the newspapers cannot be 
overlooked in history writing. Some of the names-of various newspa- 
pers, libraries, journals, accounts and young writers from which I 
sought the required help while formulating this book, are Kashmir 
Times, Excelsior, State Times, Kashmir Uzma, Sada-e-Kohsaar (Doda), 
Greater Kashmir, Milaap, JK Reporter, ‘Shiraza’ (Urdu), Cultural 
Academy, District Profile, Department Of Information, ‘Anhaar De- 
partment of Kashmiri (Kashmir University), Journal ‘Bazm’ (Iqbal Ba- 
zm-i-Adab Bhadarwah, Journal ‘ Anjuman’ Kishewar, ‘Shaheen’ College 
magazine Bhadarwah, School Magazine ‘Kalguni’ and ‘Bhalesa’, etc. 

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the respected young writers, the 
publishers of their books, the editors of newspapers and journals and to 
the concerned officials of various departments for their help and sup- 
port. I am although regretful for not having them mentioned here in- 
dividually due to the paucity of the pages of my book. However, the 
non-mentioning of some personalities and honourable writers here, in 
particular, would be equivalent to the niggardliness of my pen. It is they 
who have generously granted me access to their personal writings, re- 
search, and journals. They have helped me with utmost sincerity and 
affection in stringing the scattered pearls of our great legacy. The re- 
vered names of the historians Jenab Aseer Kishtwari, Dr Pritam Krish- 
an Koul Sahib besides Nek Chand Kotwal Sahib hold the topmost rank 
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among them all. While reading this book, readers will find due refe,. 
ences taken from the books of these writers. After them, I am grateful 
to the principal Degree College Bhadarwah who permitted me in ben. 
efiting from the 1971 issue of the college magazine ‘Shaheen’ which 
proved very resourceful in the topics of history, geography and the cul. 
ture of Bhadarwah. | also extend my thankfulness to Jenab Ghulam 
Rasool Chogani whose books, journals, and some rare writings helped 
me include the area of Bhalesa in my book with adequate descriptions, 
] am also thankful to the Sarpanch of Marmat Jenab Nazir Ahmad 
Wani who assisted me with a lot of data and information regarding his 
area; and as such contributed greatly in the completion of this book, 
Undoubtedly as reflected from the phrase “Quatra Qatra Baham Sha- 
wadh Darya” (Every single drop adds up to an ocean); the references of 
the above-mentioned books, other events, and informative material 
have creditably added to the rotal layout and utility of the book. The 
bibliography at the end cites all the books and other reference materials 
that have helped frame this entire volume. 

Besides these writers and organizations, the people who by and large 
provided me with different books and accounts from various libraries 
include dear Parvez Iqbal Khateeb, respected Begum Fatima Azad, te- 
spected Muhammad Shafiq Mattoo (Bhalesa), Dr Javed Iqbal Khateeb 
(Principal), respected Mohammad Ashraf Zargar, Dr Mohammad Iqbal 
Khateeb, Honourable D.C. Manhas (Retired X-En.), Dr Farood Ah- 
mad Kichloo, respected Ghulam Nabi Taraq, and respected Khakaan 
Ahmad Malik. 

Some of the photographs included in the book have been provided 
by Jenab Basharat Ahmad Shaapoo and dear Maqsood Ahmad Khateeb 
through Bhadarwah Development Authority. There are also some 
scanned photographs taken from the books of Aseer Kishtwari Sahib 
and some other newspapers and journals. | am highly obliged to them 
and also to the editors of various journals. I also pray for the prosperity 
of my dears Aakif and Adnan who provided their technical assistance in 
scanning the various photographs. !) 

In the words of Mohammad Yousuf Taing, “Only he whose roots are 
deeply firm into its soil can deliver justice with the history of any place.” 
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Dr Radha Krishan similarly puts in his golden words, “Soaring high 
beyond the boundaries of the universe is no problem so long as you 
don't severe away from your native land”. Considering these sayings as 
my guiding principles, | set off in an unwavering quest to write this 
book which was confronted by the nonexistence and non-availability of 
any substantial reliable historical material written before. I must admit 
that the course of writing this book was very harsh and hazy and I did 
not know the direction of my proceedings. However, I am glad that | 
have finally succeeded in promoting strongly the history and culture of 
this area in the perspective of the inter-state and national context. As 
such, the book has not been only limited to the old region of Bhadarwah 
or its neighbouring places but also spans over the entire state of Jammu 
and Kashmir besides some other states too. The book also throws light 
on the effects that the changes in the political, social and cultural history 
of the capital of the nation, made on the area. 

It is clear that any research work can never be declared final, because 
neither the work of a researcher ever completes, nor can he be exempt- 
ed from the human limitations. Writing history is a continuous pro- 
cess. Therefore, some of the errors and omissions in this book might 
require rectification. And it must be the duty of the readers to identify 
and correct them. Nevertheless, I have made this humble attempt to 
the best of my capabilities after surmounting thousands of hurdles. It is 
hoped that it becomes a reason for joy and delight for the inhabitants 
of Bhadarwah. It is also expected to be helpful for the research scholars 
working on the history, geography, and culture of the old principalities 
as well as the present states of the Himalayan region. It will not only 
provide basic and rudimentary information to various other research 
scholars, teachers and students, but the common readers will also feel 
delighted by going through the variegated colourfulness of the cultural, 
civic, political, literary and historical write-ups of this book. It is possi- 
ble that the book might appeal to various nature lovers, and act as an 
invitation to them so that they visit this heart luring place at least once 
in their lives. The book is expected to be a boon to various government 
and private organizations, libraries and also to the personal collections 


of the readers. 
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| also pray for the long life and fortune of my beloved son Dr Javed 
Iqbal who has toiled very hard to get the book through its various Stag. 
es of composing, printing and publication with the technical help of 
the hardworking DTP operators like Subhas Chander, Nighat Khan, 
Jag Jeevan Ram, Jai Karan Bharati, Muhammad Umar Mukhtar 
Qureshi and Asrar Ahmad. Working throughout with me, he personal- 
ly guaranteed the completion of this project. Also, as usual, my selfless 
and high-spirited wife Arsha Begum left no stone unturned in looking 
after my books, journals, and drafts throughout the completion of my 
research. At the same time, she also stood by me in the toughest phases 
of my personal life and made every possible attempt to make them 
easier for me. I can personally never forget her positive and significant 
contribution to the completion of this book. 

I hope that the readers will like the sequence, manner of writing 
and the kaleidoscope of the subject matter and acknowledge the writ- 
ers attempt by their invaluable support and appreciation. Lastly, I am 
highly indebted to the far-sighted litterateur, researcher and critic 
Amin Banjara who wrote his invaluable comments for the cover page 
of this book. 8! I am also indebted to celebrated historians Professor 
Fida Mohammad Hasnain and Aseer Kishtwari whose reviews not 


only uplifted my morale but also notably compounded the usefulness 
of work. Thank you. 


14 May 2010 
Bashir Bhadarwahi 


(1): 
(2): 
(3): 


[4]: 
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Historical Geography 


01 


Doda Region 


(In the background of two old 
Himalayan States) 


Background 


ecologists have divided the entire state of Jammu and Kashmir into 

four parts based on its geographical features as well as the local 
seasons, climates, cultures and history. Among them, the first part is 
known as the Sindh Valley. This part includes Ladakh including Kargil 
and Pakistan administered part of Kashmir, which is known as the Azad 
Kashmir. The second part is the Jhelum valley, which spreads across the 
entire Kashmir valley. The third part is the surrounding mountainous 
region. This mountainous or hilly part comprises the entire mountain 
belts of District Doda, District Kishtwar and District Ramban, District 
Kathua and District Udhampur. This is also known as the External 
Himalayan region. Frederick Drew has named it as the Intermediate 
Mountainous Part. The fourth part is the Shivalik and the plains which 
include the plains of District Jammu, District Samba and District 


Udampur. 
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of the region Doda is the District Anantnag 
mir Valley and in the southwest is an area of 
the east and the southeast is 
s region is inhabited by the 


In the northern part 
(Islamabad) of the Kash 
Himachal Pradesh, called Chamba. To 
District Ladakh. This entire mountainou: 


rural population. 
“In the external Himalayan region, this district falls between 32°53’ 


and 34°21’ N latitude and 75°01’ and 76° 47°E longitudes. Spread 
across 11691 km?, this is the largest district after Leh and Kargil.”"! 
Given that its low-lying areas are at 2429 ft. above sea level and the 
high peaks rise up to 18500 fc, the climate of the district is often in- 
tensely cold, albeit slightly warm and sometimes pleasing too at certain 
The annual rainfall restricts to mere 35 inches, due to which it 
has been declared as a drought-prone area. Whereas a mild rainfall and 
snowfall are usual in its low lying areas, the higher reaches experience 
very heavy precipitation in the form of rain and snow. This is one of the 
most important areas of the Pir Panchal range. 

Historically the present District Doda consisted of the region 
Daengbatal which comprised the two old independent and free states. 
One between them was the state of Kishtwar, which was made of 11 
subdivisions or administrative units, namely Kishtwar Khaas, Nag Seni, 
Padar, Marwah, Warwan, Dachan, Kontawarah, Sarthal, Zanskar and 
Bonjuwah besides Doda, Siraaj, and Banihal. The second state was 
spread on the region of Bhadarwah or ‘Bhaderwakash’ in which the 
existing Tehsil Bhadarwah, existing Tehsil Gandoh (Bhalesa), pres- 
ent-day Thathri, and present-day Tehsil Doda’s Marmat, Khasaal, Gaa- 
liyan, and Riggi were included. It also included the places of the Tehsil 
Ramban and Batote. The area of Marmat was under the firm control of 
Raja Amrit Paul (1775). According to the ancient genealogical tables 
and the Puranas, the area of Khasaal has been one of the important 
places, which was under the control of the Kashmiri rulers for some 
time who often extended their favours to the local rulers of the area. 


places. 


The formation of District Doda 


The region of Doda was a part of Ramban from 1909 to 1953 and 
later on in accordance with the cabinet order No. 507, dated 24 May 
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1952, a sub-Tehsil of Doda was formed by including in it the seven 
Patwar Halgas (revenue wards) of Bhadarwah Tehsil including Khaleni, 
Malhori, Mothi, Rot, Mangwuta Trawaun, and Shiva. It also included 
fifteen Patwari Halgas of the Ramban Tehsil namely are Muhala, Gha- 
detar, Sharot Dhaar, Jodhpur, Dhaar, Jhatheli Doda, Bhagwah, Kasti 
Gdah, Chaka, Dhandal, Desa and Chirkor. This whole Tehsil was de- 
clared as a complete and separate Tehsil via Government Order No.: 
923-C-of 1954, dated 12 July 1954.”"! This district had officially been 
earlier formed via District Council Order No.: 64-C- of 1947, dated 17 
April 1948, while the town of Doda had been declared its capital. 


Tehsil-wise Population of the Undivided District Doda 


In his book “Tareekh-e-Jammu wa Kashmir” (lit: The history of 
Jammu and Kashmir], Molvi Hashmatullah Khan Lakhnawi has clas- 
sified the people of the old state of Kishtwar, on the religious grounds 
and accordingly presented their population statistics based on the 
1931 census. He has bifurcated his data between the two Tehsils of 
Kishtwar and Ramban, which then formed the entire state. According 
to his book, Muslims were 83073 while non-Muslims 44465 in num- 
ber. The population of Kishtwar as per the religious diversity was as 
follows: Muslims-32706 and Non-Muslims-33790. During the 1931 
census, Bhadarwah had been merged with District Udhampur. There- 
fore, the population of Bhadarwah was counted along with that of 
Udhampur. According to the 1961 census, the population of District 
Doda was as under: 

Muslims: 177499 
Hindu: 92797 
Buddhists: 612 

Sikh: 480 

Christians: 13 

Total Population: 268403 

According to the 1971 census the total population of District Doda 
was 334222, which continued to rise gradually and according to the 
1981 census, the total population of the district had reached 425262. 

The population of various religious sects is given below district wise: £3) 
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Until 1981, there were only four Tehsils in Doda. However, in the 
same year, Gandoh and Thathri were separated from Bhadarwah and 
declared as Tehsils, Therefore, Nayabat Banihal got the status of a 
Tehsil, and unfortunately, Tehsil Bhadarwah got disintegrated into 
three Tehsils. The area which once extended from Kahal-Jugasar to 
Marmat was now reduced between Bhala to Thanala and from Chin- 
ta co Runta. 

Out of the total population of 425262 persons, males were 223362 
and females 201900 in number. The percentage of Muslims was 
57.30%, Hindus 42.22 %, Sikhs 5.20 %, Buddhists 5.26% and Chris- 
tians 0.10 %. 

The census could not be taken in the state of Jammu and Kashmir 
during the year 1991, although as per the government records the esti- 
mated population of the district had reached 612615, the detail of 
which is as under: 


1: Tehsil Thathri - 39382 
2: Bhadarwah -47553 

3: Ramban- 71443 

4: Banihal-88558 

5: Doda: 104503 

6: Kishtwar: 171425 

7: Gandoh Bhalesa- 49217 


According to the 2001 census, the total population of District Doda 
was 690474 in which males were 362471 and females were 328003 in 


aes The Tehsil wise distribution of population has been recorded 
elow: 


Section—1 \7| 


= 
as 
ao at [ 
28130 58037 
362471 328003 [ 238665 


“The measured areas of the former Tehsils of Bhadarwah were: "4! 


Bhalesa Gandoh 


District Meezan 


(1): Bhadarwah: 26485 acres 
(2): Thathri: 26244 acres 
(3): Bhalesa: 26148 acres 


Total area: 331.5 km? 


Villages: 328.5 km? 
Cities: 5.5 km? 


The geographical area of Doda is 11691 km? in which the rural area 
is 11255 square kilometer and the rest of the town area is only 35.5 
km?.” 

From the administrative point of view, District Doda has been di- 
vided into four subdivisions of Ramban, Doda, Bhadarwah and 
Kishtwar which includes 10 Tehsils, 19 blocks, 22 Nayabats [nayabat: 
small revenue units of a Tehsil], 3 Girdiwari Halgas [Girdiwari halqa: 
small revenue units of a Nayabat], 137 Patwar halgas [patwar halga: 
small revenue units of a Girdiwari halqa] and 262 Panchayats and 
652 villages. 

According to the 2001 census, the literacy rate in various Tehsils of 
District Doda has been given below: 
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The literacy rate of Bhadarwah is the highest of all the Tehsils in the 
state, which is a very encouraging fact. In the cities, there are a total of 
8670 literate people including 5327 males and 2943 females. As such 
the urban literacy rate has been recorded as 92.56 % for males and 
93.91 % for females. The literate persons in the villages have been 
counted as 28202 which include 17923 males and 10279 females. As 
such the rural literacy rate for males is 81.97 % and 49.10 % for fe- 


males and accordingly the average literacy rate is 65.89 %. 

Until recently, there were 7 Tehsils at the place but according to the 
recent announcement of the government, there has been an addition of 
three more Tehsils of Chatru, Mudwah, and Padar to it. Some develop- 
mental blocks like Gundna, Marmat, Dichan, Nag Seni and Drabshala 


have also been recently created. 
According to the 1981 census, the ratio of population with respect 


to their religions in Bhadarwah and its earlier Nayabats was: 
(1): Tehsil Bhadarwah Hindu- 60 % Muslim- 40 % 
(2): Tehsil Thathri Hindu- 60 % Muslim- 40 % 
(3): Tehsil Bhalesa Hindu- 30 % Muslim- 70 % 


According to the 2001 census, the population of Tehsil Bhadarwah, 
Tehsil Thathri and Tehsil Bhalesa, with respect to their religions was: 
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At the district level, in 2001 there were 266849 Hindus, 400765 
Muslims, 439 Christians, 1942 Sikhs, 1866 Buddhists, 26 Jains and 42 
others which summed up as the 691929 inhabitants. t5) 


Chenab Valley 

This region is also famous as “Chenab Valley” because river Chenab 
runs through it and all the small rivers, streams and canals of the region 
end into it which adds to the beauty and magnificent flow of the river. 
This river actually originates from the Lahaul-Spiti part of the Himala- 
yas in the form of two rivers. One flows out from a snowy region in the 
southeast of Laacha pass at a height of 16221 ft and is known as “Chan- 
der Nadi” (River Chander). The other springs from the sloping grounds 
of this mountain, and is known as “Bhaga Nadi” (River Bhaga). After 
flowing for 115 miles, Chander river meets Bhaga at a place called Tan- 
di. The confluence of both these rivers is known as “Darya-e-Chenab” 
(River Chenab). 

Then, River Chenab passes through the Pangi valley of district 
Chamba in Himachal Pradesh and at a height of 6000 ft. enters the 
area Padar of the Tehsil Kishtwar at a famous village, called Sunsaari. 
Many other rivers and streams join its course as it reaches Chanderkote. 
Ata place called Bhandarkotee, river Marwah also unites with it. This 
merge of rivers is also worth seeing. From Bhandarkote, it passes 
through the areas of Drabshala, Thathri, Pul Doda, Ramban, Reasi, 
and Akhnoor before entering into Punjab (Pakistan) at a place called 
Khiyadi. It is joined by numerous other streams, canals, and rivers 
along its way before it drains into the Arabian Sea. 
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According to famous historian Fida Hasnain, 

“This river severely affects the geography, culture, history, and lin. 
guistics of this area.” In the earlier days, the river was used as a medium 
for transporting timber from the forests of Padar, Doda and Bhadarwah 
to the region of Akhnoor. Due to better transport and communication 
systems, this wood is now directly transported to Jammu in trucks. The 
river has provided for various Power Projects at the places of Dhol Has- 
ti, Silaal, and Baglihar (Chanderkote). Silaal Power Project has been 
generating electricity for northern India including the state of Jammu 
and Kashmir for many years now. Dhol Hasti and Bhagliyar have also 
been recently inaugurated to be put in use. This region consists of a 
series of snow-laden mountains, dense forests, alluring meadows, lush 
green pastures, wild and charming colourful flowers, twisting and vig- 
orous brooks and canals, cold and pure watered springs and cascades 
and enticing waterfalls. The region also hems the ancient cultural, liter- 
ary and historic legacy of the area for centuries and is uniquely rich in 
wild beasts and birds, costly medicinal herbs, mineral-rich mountains, 
tall and lofty stones and natural views, including many other unmen- 
tioned things. 

In a nutshell, this region is spread over many small and big valleys 
ranging from Jawahar Tunnel to Kailash and Padri; and from Padar to 
Patnitop. River Chenab and its tributaries play an important part in 
making the natural divisions of this district. Many people have flour- 
ished on the banks of this great river. 


The Geographical Background of Bhadarwah 


Established over four regions, the old state of Bhadarwah is situated 
in the foothills of Himalayan mountains or in the ‘Region of the Mid- 
dle Mountains’, as Frederick Drew calls it. It has been popularized as 
the most beautiful valley of District Doda on account of its various 
natural spots, dense forest covers, rivers, streams, brooks, and verdant 
green grasslands. It is considered as an old state and is popularly known 
as “Chota Kashmir” (Little Kashmir). 

As has been briefly stated before that the Royal Kingdom of Bhadar- 
wah was inclusive of four big mountainous valleys which included the 
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Valley of Bhadarwah, the Valley of Bhalesa, the Valley of Killar and the 
valley of Marmat Khasaal. The identity of these valleys in terms of the 
abundance of water, agricultural produce, the subdividing of regions, 
ingress and egress, trade and economy of this region has been greatly 
swayed by the four big canals which include the ancient Neeru river 
(Bhadarwah), Rivuler Kalnai (Bhalesa), Bungadh Canal (Killar) and 
Rivulet Riggi (Marmat Khasaal). 


Boundaries 
So far as the boundaries of the old Bhadarwah are concerned, these 
are the words of Pritam Krishan Koul (with reference to Frederick 
Drew), “The principality owed its identity and existence to its being 
surrounded by some dominant natural barriers. These include the south- 
ern Sunbain range, southwestern Kaplas mountain range (3600 to 4500 
meters high), the mighty Chandrabhaga on the north, the deep Riggi 
gorge, along with dense deodar forests on its west, and the high altitude 
peaks of Padar mountains on its east. The deep gorges of Kuli Gad and 
Kalnai cut it from Kishtwar also. And, therefore, the more dominant 
and ancient principalities of Kistawar, Chamba, Ballawar, and Jammu 
could hardly subjugate and amalgamate it to their own principalities” is 
Bhadarwah and Bhalesa are together established on the frozen 
mountainous slopes of Killar and Marmat. The hilly and low lying ar- 
eas of these valleys are situated between the heights of 12000 ft and 
15000 ft above sea level. The flora and fauna, natural scenic spots, the 
soothingly silent and independently blowing zephyrs, peaceful ambi- 
ence, streams and brooks, springs, recreational gardens and grasslands, 
different species of grazing animals and wild chirping birds; have always 
been attracting the geologists, botanists, geographers, doting admirers 
of natural beauty and the tourists for coming here. They also get at- 
tracted by the irresistible invitation sent forth by the snow jacketed 
Peaks enveloping crystal clear cold lakes (which remain frozen for 
sie ata stretch); and also get lured by the natural ranges of dense 

on e 

ae: iets eae rape rie and the medicinal herbs, 
adie ae ng green fields of paddy, innumerable tiny rivers 
at irrigate them, the coiling pathways, the hidden trea- 
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sure of minerals in the mountains, diverse types of stones and rocks and 
by the rare exquisiteness blessed by the nature, These valleys truly stand 
as museums for these visitors. Every local season of this place bears an 
individual character and unique importance, One is captivated by them 
the entire time from the sowing of seeds until the harvesting of crops, 
On the other hand, the winters lay a sheen white blanket of snow all 
through the valleys; while the sparks of the dazing beams that scintillare 
from the twinkling particles of snow; deck the environs even more. The 
fascinating and alluring grandeur of the changing seasons is worth see. 
ing here. 

Owing to its existence in the mountains, “Mamlikat-e-Bhadarwah’” 
(The Kingdom of Bhadarwah) has always held a unique character and 
a separate identity in Jammu and the other Himalayan states like 
Kangra. Because its sub-valleys like Bhalesa, Killar, Khasaal, and Mar- 
wat, etc. are surrounded by the high mountain peaks, it has a high de- 
gree of internal disparity in terms of its traditions, cultures, languages 
and the style of living. Since it is located in between the national high- 
way, it connects this valley with Punjab, Delhi, Amritsar, Basohli and 
Chamba on the one side and Kandhot, Bhela Jangalwar and Thathri 
with Kishtwar and further with the Kashmir Valley on the other. For 
centuries, it has facilitated the connection of an important political and 
trade route. In the far uncultivated valleys of this Kingdom lies the 
most beautiful valley of Bhadarwah which is also commonly known as 
“Chota Kashmir” (Little Kashmir). It has been earlier mentioned that 
the old royal Principality of Bhadarwah stretched from the valley of 
Bhadarwah, Bhalesa, and Killar (Bhalesa); to Ramban, Batote and Mar- 
mat Galyan (Khasaal). With the passage of time, some of the parts of 
this state were separated from it and its area kept shrinking over time. 
The region of current Doda was a part of the Tehsil Ramban only from 
1909 to 1952. 

After the cessation of war between British and Sikhs; according 
the Treaty of Amritsar (1846), Bhadarwah along with the valley of 
Kashmir was included under the empire of Maharaja Gulab Singh- 
And its law and order was maintained as a part of the Jammu province. 
After its complete merger with the Jammu Kingdom, this region was 
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kept as an estate under the control of Dogra Rajas and Maharajas 
(Kings) who personally executed their complete power over it. During 
the reign of Maharaja Hari Singh, after it remained as his Jagir; the ar- 
eas of Khasaal, Bhalesa, and Thathri, etc. were made a part of District 
Udhampur in 1930 and thus, its individual status was snatched away 
from it. Before this merging, the total area of this land was 533 square 
miles which got reduced to only 213 square miles in 1931. 


The Population of The Jagir of Bhadarwah 


According to the year 1911 census, the total population of the estate 
of Bhadarwah was 37512 which included 1480 Muslims, 29131 Hin- 
dus, and 1 Buddhist. 

In the year 1921, the total population of this estate was 37614 which 
included 22562 Hindus, 15040 Muslims, 1 Christian, and 9 Sikhs. 

In the year 1931, the estate of Bhadarwah was merged with District 
Udhampur, because of which statistics of the year could not be found. 
However, according to the year 1911 census, the population of Ud- 
hampur was 205136 which rose to 207641 in the year 1921 and 
273684 in the year 1931. 

According to the year 1961 census, the total area of the Bhadarwah 
Tehsil was shown as 52602 km--2 comprising of 276 villages and 9985 
homes. The total population of the Tehsil was 61783 which included 
32313 males and 29470 females. It must be noted that in the year 
1901, the number of villages in Bhadarwah was 133 which had reached 
to 309 in the year 1931. 

In the year 1981, the total population of Tehsil Bhadarwah (includ- 
ing Bhalesa and Thathri) was 102626 which included 52728 males and 
49878 females. The total village population was 46912 while as the 
town population of the Tehsil was 6075 which included 3109 males 
and 2966 females. According to the census of the same year, there were 
277 villages and 1 town in the Tehsil. 


With respect to various religions, the population of the Tehsil was: 
Muslims- 54436 Hindus- 48149 Sikhs- 41 
Total- 102626 
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The Ancient Capital of the Valley of Bhadarwah 


As has been detailed out in the following pages, the old capital of the 
Principality of Bhadarwah was situated near Donga Nagar and Awadha 
Nagar, Village Sartingal in the region of Athkhar. It was some 2.5 kilo- 
meters away in the southern side of the present town of Bhadarwah. In 
ancient times, Donga Nagar was an abuzz and a busy city which pre- 
sumably met a great storm in the eighth century. Nevertheless, an old 
place still famously known as “Gadh” exists near the village Sartingal on 
the banks of the Haloon canal. The place sees a huge rush of locals and 
school students in the summer seasons, as it provides them a natural 
recreational spot. Bhadarwah, Bhani and Basohli road passes along it to 
its right side. 

Gadh refers to “A Fort”. Perhaps, there could have been a fort at the 
place. They say that some ruins of an ancient building were also exca- 
vated upon digging at the place in recent times. It is also narrated that 
the palaces of the ancient Kings were located at the same place. Some 
forts were constructed in the valley of Bhadarwah near some strategic 
places, which included Atal Gadh, Teli Gadh and the existing fort be- 
sides the above-mentioned one. It must be mentioned here that these 
forts have faced their fate over a long period of time. However, there is 
one historic fort that still exists in the backdrop of dense forests of the 
Mountain Kailash. This fort lies at a great height on the low lying areas 
of the mountain in the west of Bhadarwah and increases the splendour 
of Bhadarwah to an enormous extent. 


The Location 


The ancient principality of Bhadarwah is separated in the south 
from the Billawar and Basohli by the Chatter Dhaar mountain pass in 
the hilly ranges. The lake Kailash Kund is also situated here, which is 
surrounded by the Kailash mountain. In the far west of the same moun- 
tainous ranges, a meadow strip known as Dodhaera separates Bhadar- 
wah from the places of Chenani and Udhampur. River Chenab to the 
north; and the rivulet Kalnai (which derives its name from tributaries 
of various canals) flowing to the northeast; together determine its fixed 
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boundaries between Bhadarwah-Doda and Bhadarwah-Kishtwar re- 
spectively. Towards the east, the Dhagani meadow strip separates this 
kingdom from the area of Chamba. 

The encircling sky-high mountains and giant rocks surrounding 
Bhadarwah on all the four sides have been protecting it from the at- 
tacks of the neighbouring principalities for thousands of years. The 
dense forest covers on these surrounding mountains showcase the mir- 
acle of the flawless craftsmanship of Nature and have been an import- 
ant reason for tourist attraction since ever. Nature lovers and admirers 
quench their thirst of beauty through the stunning and colourful fra- 
grant flowers present here. These mountains sustain the God-given 
blessings of the treasures of water, which gushes forth generously to- 
wards the valley and its neighbouring areas for irrigating its terraced 
fields. It not only increases the verdure and splendor of these fields but 
also guarantees prosperity to the farmers by multiplying their total Pad- 
dy produce. Although the wood exported from the jungles of this old 
valley has been contributing to the state economy for centuries, it is 
ironical that different governments over the times have failed to exhib- 
it any seriousness for the overall development of the area. 


Bhadarwah in the Old Memoirs and Travelogues 


The striking valley of Bhadrokash (Bhadarwah) has always been a 
source of attraction to foreign tourists, English Clergymen, memoirists 
and some historians, on account of its natural beauty and old and mul- 
tihued traditional, cultural and historic legacy. There are some people 
who have been fortunate enough to tour this place and then write about 
some of its political, geographical, cultural and economic conditions. 
These include one of the great historians in the history of Kashmir Pan- 
dit Kalhan, renowned English Traveller G T Vigne, European descent 
tourist Frederick Drew, two English clergymen of Chamba Vogel and 
Hutchison, European memoirist Charles Ellison Bates and some local 
historians and memoirists as well. Besides it, Molvi Hashmatullah 
Khan Lakhnawi has also given some important references of Bhadar- 
wah in his book. All these travelers and visitors have spoken high of the 
natural beauties, its enviable diverse traditions and colourful cultures, 
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dense and blossoming forests, an abundance of agfladnica peoduice, 
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different flowers: and inebriating breezes and the temp mng reieasienus 
ifferen’ , as one of the most distinguished 


e regarded it 

and pastures. They hav ‘one: 

ocincipelieis in northern India. Some historians have also turned up by 
i various issues con- 

chance to this valley for undertaking research on var on 


cerning government, military, and politics. Their travelogues are the 
authentic sources on the history of this place and their work on the 
geography and geology of the area is highly laudable and deeply com- 


dable. ; 
poe the valley of Bhadarwah has been smitten by 


Since the olden times, 
frequent snowstorms and avalanches. The present texture of its exter- 


nal surface is only a product of such bygone events. The innumerable 
angular or rounded granite pieces or big rock masses of gneiss arranged 
in curving lines along the side valleys also point towards the fact that 
these storms have by and large been changing the geological strata of 
the soil. 

“The undulating valley of Bhadarwah from the village Bhejja in the 
southeast to the Dranga in the northwest is about six miles long and a 
mile wide, having a gradual slope of 30. It is surrounded on all sides by 
mountain slopes covered with dense Deodar and Kail forests. Any un- 
covered patch of sloping land on its surrounding mountains and its side 
gullies is inhabited by the village folk. The dry mountain slopes are 
cultivated for maize, beans, pulses, mustard, and barley, while the irri- 
gated terraced land gives paddy to the farmers. The terraced paddy 
fields of the entire valley are irrigated by three well-planned canal sys- 
tems i.e. Chorot, Mohna, and Neeroj.”"”! 

é ie earn ied of sar, the scattered rocks over the surface 
Rann i emis flow of water. The major part of the 
ra hhatear rie ieee ue terraced fields and sloping grounds 
yellowness in the autumn ee ae eee 
on these terraced enh sons. The pure and pellucid snow resting 

Present an altogether captivating sight for 


the viewers. One can a 
ptly guess the sl i 
the Neeru river or the pala flow a nas ini Acoeitia 


vero ater running in the South to 
northwest direction. The valley of Bhadarwah wraps tbs its extent at the 
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place called Dranga wherefrom the canal Neeru and its small tributaries 
come together to form its passage through this narrow valley. Dranga 
gully is also known as “Bhadarwah ka sadar darwaza” [lit.: The Gateway 
of Bhadarwah]. The main road passes through it which connects it with 
the District headquarters, its different places and the area of Batote. 
This route had been a pedestrian walkway in the earlier times during 


the reign of Maharaja Hari Singh. 


Bhadarwah-In The Light Of Natural And Geological 
Changes 


Ivis opined that many factors like; the natural features of the present 
Bhadarwah, high slopes of the land, the tapering formation of the ter- 
raced semi-circular fields, the inclination of river and canal passages 
towards the northeast, the expanding fertility of its western and some 
eastern areas towards the valley of Dranga, the low lying basin of Neeru 
river, and various other observations pertaining to such geographical 
and geological parameters; all point together at the fact that like Kash- 
mir, there must have been a big lake in the region near the old city of 
Donga Nagar. This place falls now in the area of the village Sartingal. 
The lake must have stretched between the low lying slopes of this vil- 
lage to the present village of Kursari and the external areas of the village 
Kharoti. Over the times, the water of this lake must have faced frequent 
avalanches and snowstorms due to which it might have gradually 
drained out of the Dranga valley. After a long span of time, the lake 
eventually got converted into a beautiful and fertile valley. Some inter- 
nal changes and volcanic activities also altered the flow of water and its 
discharge. It is possible that the region of Killar along with the region 
of Trown must have also been a part of this lake. Along with the dis- 
piel of water from the valley, the water of this lake could have been 
iti, into the river Chenab, due to the various reasons through the 
Doda) gig of the Gulgandar valley (adjoining the present Pul 
nee The fertility of these regions and the formation of granites also 

upport this hypothesis. 
Pts = his important write-ups, ‘The Geographical Survey of Bha- 
» Professor Uttam Singh writes: 
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“The geology of Bhadarwah is interesting as its formation is resul 
of the tectonic changes. The places where lofty mountains have eme, a 
and which are surrounding the valley were all under water of Tehth 
Sea. Later on due to geocyclinal activity the chain of Pir Panchal nibee 
tain emerged with the Vale of Bhadarwah amidst them.”"! 

Canal Neeru and Rivulet Haloon (which join together at a place tis 
Village Moundha) and Rivulet Poneja, Rivulet Chinot and Rivulet 
Chaka, etc. all must have adopted their present passages after years of 
natural and geological changes. Canal Neeru must have drained out its 
basin from the eastern bank of the valley, thereby safeguarding the fer. 
tility of the valley's western parts. During the same time, forests kept on 
growing on the newly formed hillocks and smal] hills, mountains, and 
the other external areas. It is also beyond doubr that much like the 
storm of the olden times that had wiped out the city of Donga Nagar 
to inexistence, another storm also lashed at the region in the year 1928, 
This devastating storm made its way in the intermediate area of the 
Rivulet Poneja and inflicted heavy damage of men and material to this 
newly inhabited town in the middle part of the valley. In fact, this 
storm totally altered the former appearance of the valley. 

According to the geologists, “In 8000 B.C., the valleys of Jhelum 
and Chenab were under water.””! This view also suggests that if the 
Valley of Chenab had also been under water, then certainly the level of 
water must have been very high than the present Doda town. ‘There- 
fore, it follows that the Chenab valley and Bhadarwah valley were en- 
tirely one complete lake. The second possibility is that when the water 
of the lake in the Chenab valley must have drained; the water of the 
Bhadarwah lake must also have slowly started draining. Accordingly, 
the level of water in the lake must have receded giving birth to the pres: 
ent fertile slopes of the Bhadarwah valley. Nevertheless, there would 
always be a need for further research in this matter. 

The experts of geological strata also opine that from time to 
there have been a lot of intrinsic and extrinsic geological changes in this 
valley. This is why the valley exists in its present state today between the 
laps of sky-high mountains. 

Dr Pritam Krishan Koul has called the attention of the readers © 


time, 
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a very important issue in his dissertation “Geological origin of Bha- 
darwah” published in the Bhadarwah College Magazine “Shaheen” 
(The Falcon), which had not been much thought of uncil 1971. He 
writes: 
“The rock samples of Bhadarwah give us a clue that the entire Kailash 
range has been a place of great igneous activity and as a result of this, 
mountains of Kailash and Ashapati may have been formed. So many 
depressions which exist on the top of these two mountains make us 
believe that these were once volcanoes which have died with the passage 
of time and have been now converted into a number of beautiful lakes, 
which included Kailash Kund Lake on the one side and the other near- 
by lakes in the southern parts. These lakes are surrounded by magnifi- 
cent big rocks on all four sides. They often remain covered with snow, 
in the middle of which the Kailash Kund Lake freezes during the win- 
ters, as snow fills it through.”!""! 

‘The water of these mountainous lakes flows out in the form of rivers, 
canals, and streams. It not only makes the valley of Bhadarwah greener 
and brighter but also increases the paddy yields abundantly. The rivers 
and streams coursing out from these mountainous ranges irrigate the 
regions of Jammu, Udhampur, and Basantgarh. Rivers flowing towards 
Kathua also increase the fertility of a large geographical area by water- 
ing it well. 

By surveying t 
vividly clear that the rocks have 
volcanic events and the mountin 


the soil. Other examples of these geologic 
mounds of soil found in different parts of the valley in the form of its 


hills and hillocks, The lower and higher parts of these hills contain fiery 
giant rocks that are scattered all over their surfaces. Heaps of round, 
white or brownish granites broken away from these rocks now add to 
the beauty and splendor of the surroundings. 

Giant rocks on the banks of rivers and other small or big rocks found 
in the rivers protect the banks from soil erosion. They also help in chan- 
nelizing the water for irrigating the sloping fields. In other words, had 
the water level in these rivers and streams receded, more and more of 


he composition of rocks found in Bhadarwah, it gets 
been formed due to the continuous 
g internal and external pressures on 
al and natural changes are the 
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land would have turned barren. This stone is often used in constry, 
tional works and the sand found in these rivers is regarded as an - 
tremely useful building material for such works. 

It is also worth mentioning that before and around the year 1947 
this valley was frequently jolted by earthquakes which would last vio. 
lently for days at a stretch. This had extensively damaged various 
houses and other buildings and the residents had to take shelter either 
in the open fields or atop the mounds. '"! This place faces a series of 
earthquakes even now. This proves that the valley has been targeted 
by earthquakes since the olden times due to the building of internal 
pressures and other types of tectonic movements. A mention of a dey- 
astating earthquake must be made here that occurred at around 09:00 
hrs in the morning of 8th December 2005. It shook the entire valley 
of Kashmir including Pakistan administered Azad Kashmir. Its jerks 
were felt even in Bhadarwah. Many cities and towns were completely 
destroyed under its impact including those of Uri and Tangdhar be- 
sides many other towns and cities of Pakistan and Muzaffarabad 
(Azad Kashmir). 


Old Administrative Units of Bhadarwah 


(In the Light of old Travelogues and Memoirs) 

Travellers including Charles Ellison Bates, G T Vigne, and Frederick 
Drew, etc. have also written much about the kingdom of Bhadarwah in 
their Travelogues, which has enlightened the paths of many new re- 
searchers and memoirists. In his universally acclaimed book “A Gazet- 
teer of Kashmir”, the writer Charles Ellison Bates with the references of 
a famous English Traveler G T Vigne, notes his valuable observations 
about the ancient history, geography, culture and natural beauty of 
Bhadarwah. He has personally been to the far-flung reaches of Bhadar- 
wah to observe the villages and towns, people and their style of living, 
their occupations, history, geography, and economy, etc. He completed 
this work between 1870 and 1873 and published it in the form ofa 
gazetteer. According to Charles Ellison Bates, during the reigns of Ra- 
jas, the Royal Principality of Bhadarwah, which he calls as The Prov- 


ince, had been divided into the following Parganas: 
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Athkhar (The upper Ilaqa) 
Bhadrawar (Bhadarwah) 
Ghatha 
Udrana (3 and 4:- lower Ilaqa) 
Hazrah 
Killar 
Tarmara 
Bedota 
Bara Sao 

. Turraon 


Ww MPnaY RYH 


. Sawar 
. Gadyara 
. Bela 
. Chinta 
. Busnota 
. Manota 
. Pingal 
. Chille 
. Nelle 
Jetota!!2! 


— tt 
SSRI AARONES 


Charles Ellison Bates toured the valley of Bhadarwah in the year 
1873. He presents the geographical information of this valley as : 

“A province lying south-east of the territories of His Highness the 
Maharaja of Kashmir, where they abut on the state of Chamba. 

It is a very mountainous district, and consequent on the difficulties 
of the passes, and of the passage of the Chandra Bhaga river, which 
flows to the north, it is not traversed by any important or much-fre- 
quented routes. The drainage of the district flows into the Chandra 
Bhaga, the principal channels by which it is absorbed being the Karney 
Gad (Kalnai Gadh) and Kal Gadh rivulets, whose united waters flow 
into that river near the Zunglwar valley, and the Neeru river, which 
joins it almost opposite Doda,”"51 

“The valleys of Bhadrawar are exceedingly fruitful, producing rice in 
ange quantities, beyond the requirements of the inhabitants; the sur- 
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plus is exported to less favored districts. The tobacco grown in this 
district is highly esteemed and likewise finds its way in small quantities 
to the neighbouring local markets. The fruit of Bhadrawar is said to be 
rival in excellence that is grown in the valley of Kashmir; honey is plen- 
tiful and of a superior flavour. Iron is found in places on the mountains 
forming the southern boundary of the province; the ore is smelted in 
the villages on the north side of the Padri pass.” 

“Vigne describes this district as a famous place for the capture of 
hawks; they are taken in nets set open like a schoolboy’s sparrow trap, 
and baited with a live pigeon.”!"*! 

It must be remembered that G T Vigne was a European traveler !4:i 
who also visited Doda besides Bhadarwah and noted the conditions of 
these places in his travelogue “Travels in Kashmir Ladakh, Iskardu”, He 
published the first volume in London in 1892. He has actually pro- 
ceeded from Chenani and after crossing the Dodhara mountains had 
entered the valley of Chenab. It was easier for him to walk along the left 
banks of the river Chenab. He reached Doda on the third day and on 
the fourth day reached Bhadarwah through the northern foot of 
Dodhara. Vigne had entered Doda through the region of Marmat. 
Then, Marmat was included in Bhadarwah. Vigne had toured these 
places in 1839. "51 He writes, “It is better to visit Budrawar and then 
return to Dodah. The distance from the junction of this river with the 
Chunab at the latter place is about twelve or fourteen miles.” The con- 
fluence of the river of Bhadarwah (Neeru) and Chenab is near Pul 
Doda. Nowadays, the distance of Bhadarwah from the junction of 
these two rivers is about 19 miles. The route that Vigne had undertaken 
was an old one that fell on the other side of Ne 
iniscent of England while si 
wah. He writes, “The hedgerows and more open country around a vil- 
lage on the way reminded me of a cultivated and hilly district in 
England.” On the other hand, Charles Ellison Bates writes, “In the 
valleys, a species of holly (kursu) is very abundant, and is used as fodder 
for goats; it is doubtful if it ever produces red berries,” 


; “The manner of preserving hay seems peculiar to this district, and 
differs from that Practiced in Kashmir: a double row of poles are fixed 


eru. Vigne had got rem- 
ghtseeing various villages en route Bhadar- 
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in the ground, usually under the protection of trees: between these 

poles the hay is built up into a wall about 20 feet high; a cross pole 
running along the cop supports a narrow roof over the stack, which is 
enerally about 20 feet long and 2 broad.” 

“The valleys are thickly studded with villages, and the hedgerows 
and more open country about them have been likened to a cultivated 
and hilly district in England. 

The houses are generally low single-storied buildings of mud and 
timber, a large stone with a hole in it, or a ghurra fixed on the flat roof, 
supplying the place fora chimney; a few of the better sort of houses are 
double-storied and have pent roofs, but such dwellings are not com- 
mon. This district seems to experience a rainfall similar to that of Pun- 
jab, but in the month of May, thunderstorms, accompanied by heavy 
showers of rain, are of frequent occurrence, and the atmospheric dis- 
turbance often continues for many days. Their language, which is a 
or dialect of Hindustani, varies very considerably in different 


patios, 
>[16] 


localities. 
For the preservation of the grass:- 
into a loose rope and throw this over the forks 


d by the snow that falls, 


“Another plan is to twist the grass 
of trees, where, hanging 
down, it is uninjure and is easily pulled off 
when wanted for use. 

In my opinion, the truth is ¢ 
ment of its places is too difficult t 


»(17-i] 

hat the indescribable beauty and allure- 
o be put into words. Although, it can 
be simply said that the valley is filled with nature’s unique exquisiteness, 
blossoming forests, and lofty mountain peaks. The valley, known as the 
“Bhadarwah” looks more beautiful with the changing colours of the 
changing seasons, gurgling lovely streams, countless cascades; and sweet 
and clear water; particularly at the places of Jai, Sewaj, Padri, Bal Padri, 
Chatter Gala, Chinta, Jantaroun, Ryoshiru, Marmat and Killar. The 
meadows of Killar are extremely famous while the flowers of Bhalesa 
and its fragrant verdant streams are no less in their prominence. How- 
ever, there are many peaceful, serene and tranquil expanses and moun- 
tains which silently plead and grieve over the absence of any native 
minute observer who could have come much before the western travel- 
ers like Kalhan, Charles Bates, Frederick Drew, Vigne, Vogel or Hutchi- 
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son, to this valley. The places lament for such a native visitor who could 
have sometimes relished these beautiful blissful valleys and Mountains 
and nourished his soul by the untainted soothing breezes. He could 
have also benefited from the ambience fragrant with mild scents of 
flowers; progressing semicircular sloping fields- blossoming with the 
attractiveness of the dew covered greeneries; and the pellucid waters of 
the brooks and natural springs in the lap of its mountains. Such a vis)- 
tor could have contributed by presenting the true image of this natural. 
ly beautiful place to other nature lovers and solace-seekers; and also 
could have unveiled the long drawn curtain of callousness over this 
place by its various rulers and leaders. 

In the words of the writer, he could have said: 

Koi aaye is gulshan mein aaj watan firdous hai mera 

(Let someone come today to this flower garden. 

For my homeland is a blossoming paradise today.) 


Charles Ellison Bates has provided a lot of significant geographical 
information about many villages of the kingdom of Bhadarwah in his 
book “A Gazetteer Of Kashmir”. For the interest of the readers, the 
mention of some of them becomes obligatory: 


1. Village Basti (Lat. 32° 56’, Long. 75° 45’) 


A small village surrounded by some cultivation, situated above the 
right bank of the Halui stream, about 5 miles south of Badrawar, on the 
road to Basoli. It contains six houses, four being inhabited by Hindus 
and two by Mohamedans. The Haluni Rivulet is crossed by a bridge 
about a mile above the village. 


2. Village Bheja (Lat. 32° 56’, Long. 75° 48’) 


A village lying southeast of Badrawar, on the road to Chamba, by 
the Padri pass. The Neeru river is bridged beneath it. 


3. Chatter Dhaar (Lat. 32° 53’, Long. 75° 46’) 


A pass over the mountain range which separates the district of 
Basaoli from the valley of Badrawar, The summit of the pass is distant 
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about 40 miles south of Badrawar and 51 miles north of B i 

path lying over a narrow ridge between lofty mountains gen: 2 
the east and the Kaplas to the west. During the winter sian ‘th at 
becomes impracticable for cattle and laden coolies, but foot ei 
are accustomed to making the passage at all seasons of the in Both 
the ascent and descent are easy, that on the north side being semneotide 


the steeper.!” 


4, Chanote (Lat. 32° 59’, Long. 75° 45°) 
A village situated on the slopes of the mountains, a little distance 


northwest of Badrawar. 


5. Chaka (Chakr) (Lat. 32° 59’, Long. 75° 44’) 
of the mountains, a little distance 


A village situated on the slopes 
f about 12 houses and has a mixed 


northwest of Badrawar. It consists 0 
population of Mohammedans and Hindus. 


6. Dranga (Lat. 33° 01’, Long. 75° 42’) 
A village lying a little above the path and the left bank of the Neeru 
awar. It contains about 30 hous- 


river, about 5 miles north-west of Badr 

es, all the inhabitants being Hindus, with the exception of one family 
of Mohamedans. A very small stream, which flows through the village, 
turns some water-mills, which are situated by some fine shady trees on 
the bank of the river. 

The Neeru, which i 
is crossed by a substantial Kadal 
broad. By the side of the road, t 
7. Ban Gadh (Bin Kad) ( Lat. 33° 04’, Long. 75° 40’) 

A stream which takes its rise on the slopes of the snowy mountains 
west of Badrawar, and flowing in a northerly direction through a fertile 
valley, empties itself into the Neeru river by its left bank, below the 
village of Bhala. 

is bridged between the villages of 


This stream is usually fordable but 
Kullain and Bhala, where the road Badrawar (to Doda) crosses it. 


s here about 2 feet deep, with a moderate current, 
bridge, about 70 feet in span and 4 feet 
here is a Dhaarmsala for travellers. 
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‘The villages lying on the ri 


phe bank of the strearn are al 
Mose “ney 
inhabited by Hindus, = 


8. Doga (Dagli) (Lar. 33° O1, | ang, 75" 39’) 


A large village in Badrawar, said to contain about 30 houses alm 
ri Hage ; nee ost 
exclusively inhabited by Hindus; it lies on the slopes of the Mount ‘ 
din 


above the right bank of the Bin Kad rivulet, towards the southern ¢ 
of the valley, . 


9. Bhala (Lat. 33° 04’, Long. 75° 40) 


A small Mohamedan village, containing eight houses, on the road 
from Badrawar to Doda. It stands on the left bank of a small stream 
which runs into the Bin Kad close to its junction with the Neery ives, 
The Bin Kad Stream is bridged between this village and Kullain, 


10. Udrana (Lat. 33°, Long. 75°45’) 


A large village situated about a mile and a half north-west of 
Badrawar, on the road towards Doda. It lies on the left bank of the 
Komeri rivulet, which is crossed by a good bridge. Frederick Drew in 
“The Jummoo and Kashmir Territories” (from page 103 to 105) frames 
his observations about Bhadarwah as, 

“This is nearly a flat-bottomed valley, a mile in width; in length, it 
extends thus open for about four miles, above and below narrowing so 
as to leave hardly any space between the hill-slopes. The hills which 
bound it are the ends of spurs from the forest ridges. The valley-bottom 
has a slope of about 3°. The land is terraced to this fall in steps of a few 
feet cach, so as to fit it to receive the irrigating water that here is plentiful 
enough to provide for a crop of rice. For this, in the Month of May, the 
people were busily preparing, both by ploughing and breaking up the 
ground with a heavy kind of hoe or mattock. Men and women com- 
bined, in gangs of ten or a dozen, were working over the fields, shoulder 
to shoulder, striking in regular time, and beguiling the hours by singing 
as they worked a monotonous but not unpleasing chorus,”!"*! 

The current Tehsil Bhadarwah including the areas of Chinta, Bhalra, 
Jai and Killar, etc. is the most beautiful of all in the Jammu province. In 
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his book ‘Political and Cultural Heritage of Bhadarwah, Kishtwar and 
Doda’, Nek Chand Kotwal writes as follows: “Surrounded by mighty 
snowy mountains and fenced all around by a green chain of thick lofty 
deodar jungles, this little but hidden paradise on the earth still pre- 
serves beautiful meadows of Sebar-Dhaar and Revshira in the north; 
the magnificent plains of Sewaj and Holy lake of Kailash in the south; 
hot and cold springs that of the mark of Swarn Bain (golden pool) in 
the east and famous river Chandrabhaga (Chenab) in the west. Then its 
beautiful flora and fauna, which is, by all means, a source of charm to 
everyone whosoever visits this pretty valley.” 

A British missionary Miss Margaret Housion has mentioned the 
beauty of Bhadarwah in her English article ‘Bhadarwah’, as follows: 

“go this is Bhadarwah! I was standing under a big Chinar tree near 
the bus stand. Springtime greens arrested my wandering gaze. Through 
the interlaced leaves, I saw newly-planted rice fields like green carpeted 
steps dipping down to the river's edge. The turbulent waters sparkled in 
the sun. A bird flew up from a large boulder. I followed its flight. Over 
the river, up, up against the blue dome, it became a tiny inconspicuous 
speck. Then it was gone.” 

“The sky was swept clean except for a few wispy clouds 
themselves like chiffon scarves around the snowy peaks. Kailash, with 
head held high, still wore its crown of scintillating jewels which flashed 
and glittered in the bright sunshine. These mountains, vigilant, giants 
of strength, look down from their awesome heights upon the people of 
the valley.”!'! 

In the words of Ishrat Kishtwari, “Bhadarwah is the delectable sight 
of the heaven in District Doda”. It is an extremely fascinating place 
surrounded by lush green forests and the snow-covered mountains in 
the south. There is a huge number of streams and canals. The land is 


sloping and fertile. It is a heavenly refuge for the poets and a peaceful 
» [20] 


swathing 


retreat for the visionaries. 
Many memoirists and writers have written a lot about the beautiful 
and charming valley of Bhadarwah in their respective commendable 
bia All of it can surely be not condensed in the limited pages of this 
‘ook. However, some of the eloquent eulogies calligraphed by these 
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writers have been included here so that they are protected from vanish. 
ing away in the turnings of time. 
Mr. Kewal Krishan Gupta puts his feelings into words as; 

“The variegation of the colourful places in the green and verdant 
‘Bhadarwah Valley’ is highly praiseworthy. It is an extremely difficulr 
task to praise the individual endowments of this place like its presti. 
gious heights of the Kaplas that murmurs from the heavens or the ever. 
green refulgence of the Pine and Deodar; fretting water of the Canal 
Neeru and the enticing tributaries that hum along with it or the beau 
of the stepped Paddy fields; rejuvenating and excitingly mild and cold 
breezes; and the elegance of this remote and wide expansive region; or 
even the presence of the abounding timeless and divine beauty of the 
tegion,, etc. Indeed, all of these gifts are very difficult to be praised in 
words. The grace of its huge cultural legacy richly felt in the festivals 
and its folklore commands special praise. There is a dire need to save 
this invaluable asset from getting squandered away.”!!! 

In the words of Mr. Kewal Krishan former student Degree College, 
Bhadarwah: 

“Bhadarwah, as the real pearl of Nature, is bounded by enchanting 
hills. The name ‘Bhadarwah’ itself signifies the charming beauty of the 
valley. The miracle of Nature, which a person feels while coming to 
Bhadarwah, is the climate and beauty. While approaching Bhadarwah, 
one can observe its rolling slopes. 

In front, the mountains seem to form a ladder and have a peculiarly 
soothing effect upon the human mind. On the sides, the valley is sur- 
rounded by high mountains which protect the natural beauty of Bha- 
darwah from natural harm. The green verdure on the mountains is re- 
freshing to the extreme. Flowers of various hues and scents blossom 
wild on the hills and proclaim nature's beauty. A trek through hills of 
Bhadarwah brings back life even to a dead heart.” 

“By walking along the bank of the river, one can enjoy the dance of 
the ripples on the surface of the river, the fishes swimming to and fro 
and the birds chirping in the trees. A kind of unknown calm and peace 
seems to slide into one’s soul. The beauty of Bhadarwah is still un- 
touched by mankind and that is why an artist tries to imitate its natural 
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beauty in order to give the likeness of reality to hi i 
and sculptors copy its natural objects and canines vhiaar 
their art. To a scientist, the natural beauty of Bhadarwah is a duallen e 
and a puzzle, as it shows its different faces with the progress of time To 
a layman, the beauty of Bhadarwah is infinite and varied. He rads in 
her an escape from the worries and anxieties of the world. Spring clothes 
Bhadarwah in green; autumn changes her into gold and yellow, while 
winter weaves a white coverlet for her. The dewdrops shining on the 
s, the starry heavens, refreshing rains, and glistening snowflakes are 
all delightful. Birds and animals present a pageant of their own at Bha- 
darwah.”!”) 
Professor T. N. Moza former professor Degree College Bhadarwah 
has mentioned of the hypnotizing beauty of this place in the following 


words: 

“The grandeur and dignity of Bhadarwah’s natural beauty are one of 
akind. Establishing itself amidst enormously large and amazing moun- 
tains, Bhadarwah is a small valley which sprawls over six miles. It in- 
cludes the fretting canals and the circling rivers chat meet the roaring 
and majestic Chenab in Doda. The striking and gushing rivers, quies- 
cent and calm lakes, stepped paddy fields, evergreen forests; multico- 
loured varieties of flowers, verdure greenery, succulent fruits, clean and 

and the salubrious climate; all together adorn this valley 
full of astonishing places. Nature has also been very kind and benevo- 
lent to this valley. It does not go without a reason that it is also called as 
Chota Kashmir (Little Kashmin).”! 

(Professor) Dr Asadullah Wani former student Bhadarwah college, a 
resident of one of the important historical regions of Marmat in the old 
Bhadarwah state, captures Bhadarwah in his words as follows: 

“Delighted by the natural spots of Bhadarwah, any skillful poet or 
artist can get inspired to capture the fascinating, colourful and spell- 
binding picture of Bhadarwah and in turn make others become a lover 
of these places. These places give respite to the tired people and grant 
solace to the dejected hearts. In short, Nature has bestowed the glimps- 
es of Heaven at every corner of this place. He who visits the place from 
outside cannot keep away his hands and tongues from writing or speak- 


clear springs, 
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ing in praise of the place. But surprisingly, they still find their Pens tog 
deficient to explain its invaluable natural blessings. The people of this 
District and Tehsil Basohli bear huge expenses every year to come and 
relish here. However, they retreat back in sheer restlessness wishing that 
they could live their entire lives in this beautiful place.” 

Professor Abdul Rahim Rahi has put it in a nutshell as: “Bhadarwah 
is a beautiful and a charming place. Like Kashmir, this region is also 
surrounded by mountains and nature has immensely displayed its ex- 
quisiteness here. Why shouldn't it be so, given that it is “Kashmir Sager” 
(Little Kashmir)? The beautiful valleys, lofty peaks and flowing streams 
relieve the hearts and mark the magnificence of Bhadarwah.” 

Professor Sansar Chand Gupta (Udhampuri) pours out his heart 
about Bhadarwah as follows: “Bhadarwah has earned the nickname of 
“Chota Kashmir” (Little Kashmir) on account of its geographical fea- 
tures; land surface; the changes in seasons; rivers and mountains; agti- 
cultural produce, wild vegetation and floriculture; industries; and the 
recreational places. And in fact, the character of this small valley and its 
scenic places make it worth the title which has been conferred because 
of its geographical similarities with Kashmit.” 

Dr Qutb-ud-Din praises the beauty of Bhadarwah in his written 
account “Bhadarwah ke Khwabnaak aur tarab angaez Safar” (lit.: The 
Dreamful and Joyful travels of Bhadarwah] as: 

“We woke up in the morning with a desire of sightseeing. As soon 4 
we saw the fascinating views from inside the windows, the whole ex- 
haustion of the travel vanished away. When we came out, we saw the 
crystal clear water of the burbling spring. There are mountains 
around and they are covered by the leaves and fruits of the green blos- 
soming trees, which seem to be studded with emeralds. These beautilu 
tall sturdy trees not only add to the beauty of Bhadarwah but thelr 
costly wood is, in reality, the precious endowment, that Nature has 
blessed this land with... The beauty of Nature is distributed everywhere: 
One can see the magic of Nature's creation all around. The view © 
enclosures (Higher reaches) of this mountainous region is beautiful ” 
the people living in them are beautiful too, both in terms of the extt! xf 
sic body features as well as the intrinsic qualities like austerity, sincerity 
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and compassion. Bhadarwah, in reality, 
beauty of craftsmanship and epitome of the artistry with which it has 


There is no doubt that some references are found about the history 
of Bhadarwah in the Rajtarangini” written by a very old and important 
historian Kalhan, that help in detangling some of the knots of our 
doubts. In ancient times, people were fearful for their safety because of 
the difficult routes and the ferocious animals found on them. They 
were also frightful of the bandits along the way. Because of its specific 
geographical position, this region existed in aloofness until the last cen- 
tury. It was during the Dogra rule when its importance was felt like an 
estate. It was paid some attention during the reign of Maharaja Ranbir 
Singh and Maharaja Hari Singh. Finally, because of the farsightedness 
of Maharaja Hari Singh, this valley was connected by a motor road to 
other parts of the state and country. Maharaja Ranbir Singh also paid 
special heed to the educational development of the region which was 
further continued by Maharaja Hari Singh. 

Professor R. N. Kaul has expressed his views on the beauty of Bha- 
darwah, in the college magazine of Bhadarwah Degree College, “Sha- 
heen”, as follows: 

“Bhadharwah affords some most fascinating scenic sights, not unlike 
those in Switzerland. Its pine-clad mountains with their snow-caps, its 
murmuring torrents and cloudscapes are a delight to the eye. As if to 
the view with Nature’s sublime spectacles, man too has raised buildings 
which attract our eyes at once and among these, the mosques and tem- 

ples give a testimony of man’s faith in God and His manifestations. ” 5! 

When George Forster reached Chatter Gala (height 3400m) in 1783 
while he was on his way to Srinagar through the route of Bhadarwah, 
he praised this valley in the following words: 

“When I had the first glance of this beautiful valley in this moun- 
tainous region, it appeared to me like Switzerland.” 

In short, this incomparable blissful valley has been raved about by 
every such person who has had the good fortunes of being here. After 
centuries, even if some natives disintegrated it limiting it to a few Pan- 
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chayats and also gave a blow to its subsistence, economy, and charm, 

they, however, could not ravage it of its natural beauty. In fact, Nature 
: . . 

kept on nourishing it even more with every passing day. 


Meri mashatagi ki kya zarurat husn-e-maney ko 
Ki qudrat khud-be-khud karti hai laaley ki Hina bandj 
(Allama Iqbal") 


(How does the essence of beauty need my embellishing? 
When nature itself dyes the Tulips with Henna) 


The rivers, streams, and Canals of Bhadarwah 


Whereas Nature has bestowed the beautiful valley of Bhadarwah and 
the parts of its old empire with a lot of blessings; it has been very gen. 
erous to grant it innumerable rivers, streams, and canals or sweet wa- 
tered springs spurting out from its giant mountains, etc. This has guar- 
anteed the overall development and prosperity of the valley. These 
streams and canals provide adequate sources for irrigating its agricul- 
tural lands. They also help in promoting the fishing industry of the 
valley and also multiply its natural beauty. The sound and melodies of 
the fast flowing waves with clean and pure water bestow peace and 
tranquility upon any mystic or nature-lover alike. 


Streams and Canals flowing out from Mountain Kailash 


Late Narsingh Das Nargis has written about the rivers and canals 
flowing out from the mountain Kailash in his famous book “Tareekh-e- 
Daogra Desh” (Page 168) [4it.: The History of Dogra Nation]. He writes: 

“River Siyawah flows out from the east, River Oojh from the south, 
River Tawi from the west and River Neeru from the north of mountain 
Kailash. River Siyawah flowing through Bani Punyalag Tehsil Basohli 
drains into the River Ravi. This place is famously known as ‘Sangham’ 
and here the boundaries of Chamba and Basohli coexist. River Oojh 
waters the Billawar Tehsil and the valleys of Ramnagar meet River Ravi 
near Gurdaspur and drains into the river Chenab near the village of 
Makwal Tehsil Jammu. River Tawi waters the plains of Jammu an 


Section—1 |33| 


River Neeru flows below the town of Bhadarwah drains into River 
Chenab at a place adjacent to Doda” 

“Neeru” and “Haloon’ are worth mentioning among the rivers, 
streams, and canals that flow towards Bhadarwah. The course of Rivu- 
let Haloon turns towards village Basti after flowing to the north of 
Chattar Dhaar. On its way to Sartingal, this canal passes through the 
Marg named as Haloni of “Macho Gojar”. It has been named after 
the Haloni Marg. After passing the villages of Gadh and Sartingal, it 
reaches the mountain Ashapati at a place in village Moundha. From 
there, it flows ahead to meet the River Neeru. Mountain Ashapati en- 
hances the beauty of the Bhadarwah valley as much as Mountain 
Kailash does. 

Mr Daes Raj Katil in his article “Athkhar” mentions of the old pas- 
sage of Rivulet Haloon in the following words: 

“The newly flourishing village (named as “Haroot Nagar”) located 
below Sartingal and Gadh was at the same level as these villages. The 
Rivulet Haloon flowing today, in between them would not flow through 
them earlier. It would, however, flow in the southeast of Sartingal and 
pass amidst Sartingal and Power House Sartingal before meeting rivulet 
Neeru at a place called Raao. The two streams met at Raao, which is 
nowadays known as Ghangoo. The course of Rivulet Haloon had prob- 
ably altered after the second disastrous flood that had inundated the old 
capital of Awadha Nagar.” 

It is said that River Neeru is formed by the union of two rivers Nee- 
ru and Kalgandi, both of which flow from the mountains of Kailash 
and Ashapati. This river comes splendidly through the Village Mound- 
ha and flows ahead in the Bhadarwah town and its various places along 
the eastern mountains. 

In the other direction, rivulet Poneja comes out of the mountain 
Kailash which is called as “Haliyan” as it flows ahead. This rivulet opens 
into the centre of the Bhadarwah town and passes through the village of 
Kotli and Sarol Bagh before ending into Neeru river in the west. Anoth- 
er important stream flows out from Sewaj Dhaar which passes through 
the village Mathola. It reaches village Chaka and meets River Neeru in 
the low lying areas of Udrana. The rivulet of village Chinot also meets 
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this river in the external reaches of Kotli. This canal is also sourced from 
Kailash and Sewaj Dhaar. ‘These all rivers and stream act as the jugular 
vein for the development of Bhadarwah. The Maleni rivulet also meets 
Neeru at a place called Rendha. It was once a very turbulent stream but 
its water has started to recede lately. Famous villages including Moundah, 
Dateja, Atal Gadh, Rendha, Sarol Bagh, Kursari, Drunga, Bhala Para- 
noun and Bherdu fall in the basin of River Neeru. 

The Bankud coming from the area of Killar meets Neeru at a place 
called Bhala, where a strong bridge has now been constructed. Nowa- 
days, crores of rupees are being spent on the construction of almost five 
big steel bridges over this stream. River Neeru loses its individual status 
into River Chenab at the place of Pul Doda but does not compromise 
at all on the brilliance of its azure waters. By virtue of these rivers and 
streams, the paddy is obtained from the soggy soil of Bhadarwah, as 
well as being the source of drinking water provided by the Public Health 
system. They collectively behave as the spine for the economic develop- 
ment of Bhadarwah. 
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02 


The State Of Bhadarwah 


Climate 


he climate of the old kingdom of Bhadarwah is very specific owing 

to its location and mountainous features. With a variation in cli- 
mate, almost all of its mountainous regions exhibit both the hot tem- 
peratures of Jammu plains and its far reaches; and also the cold tem- 
peratures and snow like the mountainous regions of Kashmir. Even if it 
is located near the hot plains of Jammu, the hot winds coming from it 
get cooled down as they cross these valleys. It makes the climate pleas- 
ant. The average temperature in Bhadarwah is about 18 to 32 degrees. 
Like other places, the climate of Bhadarwah too depends upon its 
height above the sea level (Altitude), mountains, wind direction and 
wind pressure of the local winds. These factors combine together to af- 
fect this whole region, giving it a peculiar climate. This is why heavy 
snowfall is witnessed in its upper reaches where the temperature dips 
very low; whereas the lower areas do not experience such extremes. The 
latter places include the remote Daraab and other eastern parts of Nee- 
ru. The low altitude places of Bhalesa including village Bathyah, Bathi- 
ri, Kahra, Malano, Donadi in addition to all the places of Daraab and 
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also the lowelying areas of Marmat witness lesser snowlall and are leas 
cold comparatively, Whereas, on the othee hand, theit external reac hes 


are very cold, 
Seasons 


Summer Season 


In the summers, the season is beautiful and pleasant especially in the 
areas of Killar, Marmat, Chirala, and Bhalesa of Bhadarwah, The moun 
tains of these areas play a very significant role in bringing changes in the 
climate of this place. The altitude affects both the annual rainfall as well 
as the temperature of these places. Sometimes, these valleys are also 
subject to soaring temperatures, thereby hampering normal lives, How- 
ever, a lot of fortunate people pacify themselves by thronging, this se 
rene valley sprawled under the magic of its natural beauty. The people 
rejuvenate in the external reaches of these regions; in the green verdant 
forests; meadows and in the windy environs of these valleys, ‘These 
winds make the climate of the internal valleys very pleasant, satisfying 
and cheerful. Many local Gujjars, Gaddis, landlords and other Gujjar 
Bakarwals of the external areas, come to the hillock meadows and 
mountains of Bhadarwah for grazing their livestock. After a long lull of 
the winters, a new life takes birth with che start of summers, from spec: 
tacular pastures of Sewaj Dhaar, Padri, Bhaal Padri, Jantaroun, Jai, Ri- 
yoshira, Phuklani, and Subhar Dhaar; to the luring meadows of Bhale- 
sa, Killar and Marmat. A heavenly sight is presented by the flowers; 
aroma of the medicinal herbs; and the chirping sounds of wild birds. At 
a time of the year when seedlings are planted in the Paddy fields; men 
and women gather in groups weeding the fields, as they melodiously 
sing aloud the lyrical Kashmiri and other folk songs in chorus. ‘The 
summer season stretches between May to mid-September. Towards the 
end of August, a joyous series of well-planned and concordant local 
festivals start exuberantly, because of which these valleys become viva- 
cious and abuzz with life. And in the last week of Occober, these hillock 
meadows and pastures get overshadowed by a long eerie silence as their 
entire population migrates to the plains. 
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Spring Season 

This season normally extends from mid-March to the end of May. 
With all of its rich colours, the season adorns the trees and shrubs with 
the new budding blossoms. It robes the entire land with the magnifi- 
cence of the spring and makes it cleaner and greener to the extreme 
delight of the people. It bedecks the pale stricken stems and trunks of 
the plants and trees with fresh leaves and fruits. New sprouts and buds 
bloom from every nook and corner of the valley due to which the wide- 
spread inactivity and stillness of the winters break away. People revert 
back to mobility and vitality. Landlords, farmers, and cultivators look 
shaken from their deep slumber as they get busy working in their fields 
again. Cattle and other pets also seem to breathe deeply and freely in 
the open environs, as though after getting freed from prolonged con- 
finement. A new wave of liveliness swishes all through. 


Rainy season 


The onset of rainy season in Bhadarwah is during the summer itself. 
It starts in mid-July and continues until mid-September. During an- 
cient times, this valley was subject to torrential rains which gave rise to 
violent storms. However, over the past several years, the amount of 
rainfall in this valley has considerably decreased which has also been af- 
fecting the agricultural produce of the place. There are many terraced 
crescent-shaped lands made in Bhadarwah which lay brimmed with the 
lush green growth of paddy. The pure and scintillating surplus water 
from one field overflows to another, in the form of small waterfalls or 
cascades which enhance the beauty of the entire valley even more. The 
miracle of this finest craftsmanship of nature can also be seen during 
the winter season. The only difference being that instead of the green- 
ery, one sees the long blankets of white untainted snow settled in the 
empty fields. It slowly melts in the form of water streams that trickles 
down joyfully from one field to another, giving birth to a breathtaking 
view. The rains are normally beneficial for every kind of crops and 
Plants. However, their intensity when compounded due to the storms 
and floods becomes now a good reason for their devastation in Bhadar- 
wah. The average annual rainfall of District Doda has been recorded as 
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591.33 millimeters. Probably the average snow and rain falling in dif. 
ferent parts of Bhadarwah would more or less be the same. The place 
witnesses some rain showers along with thundering and light 
in the months of May and June, which totally intensifies j 
rainy season, 


ning even 
N the Core 


Autumn season 


This season extends from mid-September to ending November and 
Presents the valley with its all-new different sights. It garbs the blos- 
soming greenery with its pale and yellow colour and does every effort 
to make it look pleasanter. Even when autumn befalls on the fields, the 
changing hues and shades of the plants exhibit spellbinding and soul-te. 
freshing sights, Standing true to the aspirations of people, the ripened 
crops bear fruits to the hard work put in by the farmers; and subse. 
quently plunges them into an ocean of joy and mirth. The orchards get 
mounted by a variety of fruits, Paleness looms over the trees; and the 
leaves start withering down, like a thousand unseen fairies that descend 
while dancing on the shoulders of air. Occasionally, the gusts of wind 
sweep them up in a whirlwind and let them dance on their own tunes. 
Autumn season has a ‘spring’ of its own in Bhadarwah, where the dis- 


tinctive quality of the climate lies in its everyday fluctuating tempera- 
tures, 


Winter season 


‘The winter season manifests in the late autumn season, which is in 
the month of November and Continues until mid-March. During these 
months of fall, the temperature in Bhadarwah valley varies between 16° 
C to the freezing temperatures. In the higher mountain ranges, it even 
dips as low as - 20°C to - 30° C. In this season, almost all the higher 


mountains. Frozen lakes resemble evenly spread fields. At many places 
mounds of snow slip down which fills the rivers and canals below. The 
snow in the mountains and canals does not melt away until the month 
of May. The nearest glacier of the valley is Sona Bain. Similarly, snow 
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avalanches are also seen along the slopes of Kailash Mountain. The ar- 
eas of Marmat and Bhalesa also fall under the impact zone of these av- 
alanches, where mountain peaks get overloaded with this snow. These 
valleys seem to wrap themselves by a white blanket of snow during the 
winter months. Snow is seen all around. ‘The sight of mornings is espe- 
cially worth-seeing when sunbeams hit the white snow and reflect back 
in turn. It looks as if the white pearls of snow knit themselves into 
twinkling beads of a rosary lying down on some blanket. The spark of 
these reflected sunbeams dazes the eyes by their effulgence. While 
mountains can be personified as grooms, the valley of Bhadarwah also 
looks as stunning as a bride. The snow also falls in the low lying areas, 
although its intensity can be called less. Winter sports can also be orga- 
nized in Bhadarwah. In any case, children love to throw snowballs at 
each other which has been depicted at many places in the poetry of Late 
Rasa Javedani, Let’s consider the following verses, for example: 


Thagoun ke ladke uthtey hain tadke 
Har ek boley, phaenko rey goley 
Phaenkeo rey goley..... 


(Poem: Barf Baart) 


(Children of robust people 
wake up at early dawns 
Everyone shouting, “Come All! 
Let’s hurl the balls 
Let’s hurl the balls...) 


(Poem: Snowfall) 


Agricultural Produce and Food 

deeng eee maize used to be the favourite diet of the inhabi- 

sae of this old kingdom. However, due to the extensive cultivation of 
y in the plains, rice used to be consumed more in the Bhadarwah 
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valley and the areas of Killar. Besides it, wheat and barley are also sow, 
in different places of the valley. Maize which forms a staple diet of the 
people is grown abundantly on the mountainous slopes of Bhadarwah 
besides in the areas of Athkhar, Chinta, Chirala, Killar, far reaches of 
Daraab, Bhalesa, Marmat Galiyan (Khasaal), etc, Until the last few 
years, the surplus stocks of maize were exported to different parts of 
District Doda from Khasaal. Ghee, Rajmash, Honey, and walnuts 
from Khasaal were sold in the Mandi of Bhadarwah before being 
transported to Jammu. The same holds true for the fruits also. Ghee, 
Maize, Walnuts, and vegetables from Marmat are also sold in the man- 
dis of Jammu. The rice and maize of Killar are well-known for their 
taste and flavour, which are not only used in Bhadarwah but also in 
Doda, Thathri and Kishtwar, With every day, a dearth of agricultural 
produce is being felt which the Department of Consumer affairs looks 
after. A lot of things are imported from Jammu like different varieties 
of rice, pulses, wheat flour, and other minor food products. Honey, 
Rajmash, Walnuts, and fruits, etc. are still exported from the area of 
Bhalesa. Barley, Wheat, onions, and millets (Bajra) is grown in the 
remote areas of Daraab. Mustard is cultivated in many places. Besides 
obtaining potherbs, mustard oil is also extracted from it. On the 
whole, people consume rice, maize, wheat, vegetables, and pulses, etc. 
The usage of animal meat, fish, eggs, cheese, and pulses is seen almost 
in all parts of Bhadarwah valley and Bhalesa, Marmat, Killar and Tha- 
thri. Locally made bakery including cakes, Samosa (fried pies), biscuits 
and many other products are used almost everywhere. The custom of 
making a number of meat dishes has developed which include Rista, 
Qeema, Roghan Josh, Kebab, Shahi Kebab, Korma, Biryani, and 
Gushtaba, etc. Rice is also made in a different number of ways includ- 
ing dry rice, Aloo Pulao, simple Pulao or Matar Pulao. Alike Srinaga* 
the custom of Tandoori Rotis, Naan, Bakirkhani and Lawasa (types of 
local bread) has established here. Desi Murg (Native cocks) is also 
available in the mountainous regions but for other places, chicken’ 
and eggs are imported from Jammu. People are normally very fond of 
salted tea, milk, curd, ghee, and butter. Curd and Lassi (curd diluted 
in water) form the most favourite diet of the people living in mou 
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tains. Pickles of potherb, wild vegetable and turnip are used widely. 
Locally available fruits in addition to those im ported from Jammu like 
oranges, bananas, pomegranates, raisin (dried grapes) almonds, water- 
melons, etc. are also normally used. In the hot places the bananas, or- 
anges, pumpkins, peas, brinjals, tomatoes, potatoes, beetroot, radish 
and potherb are also produced. 

It is a fact worth mentioning that Potherb, tomatoes, potatoes, 
beet-roots, and radish are produced in the village of Kunsar, The area 
of Killar produces potherb, spinach, tomatoes, and turnips. In the area 
of Marmat, potatoes, cauliflower and soybeans are grown. In the re- 
gion of Thathri, onions, garlic, peas, potatoes, tomatoes, and other 
vegetables are grown while as in Bhalesa potherb, peas, potatoes, to- 
Matoes, etc. are grown. Mushrooms are produced in large quantities 
from the areas of Bhalesa, Marmat, and Killar (Bhadarwah). They be- 
come a very big source of earning for the people. People obtain Bunaf- 
sha (Viola Oderatus) and many other kinds of medicinal herbs from 
the forests, which are sold in the outside Mandis. Fish hatcheries have 
been created at many places which include the hatchery of Gadh. 
Sometime back, the government in its endeavor to increase the num- 
ber of fish had started rearing trouts in the Neeru river, which passes 
through Athkhar. The number of these fishes had satisfactorily in- 
creased. But fatefully, because of the heedlessness of the people and 
reckless disinterest of the department, some elements of the society 
resorted to new ways of catching fish due to which the entire breed of 
these fishes got wiped off. They nearly exterminated the entire popula- 
tion of these fishes with the use of toxic powders. The political condi- 
tions also doused off the suggestions given by the department for their 
Preservation, Nowadays, the government is paying special heed to the 
Cause. It is hoped that this industry would be promoted specifically. 
Department of Sheep Husbandry has also devised some new schemes 
to increase the mutton production in the valley. Similarly, the depart- 
ments of agriculture, horticulture, and sericulture have also swung 
into action. Let’s see what new initiatives would be taken by these de- 
Partments for increasing their productions. Although it is beyond 
doubt that the government must have thought well before launching 
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the new schemes, yet their true success is entirely subject to proper 
execution by ground workers and masses at large. 


Fruits and Fruitlets (Horticultural Products) 


Besides the surroundings of Bhadarwah and its adjacent places, the 
areas of Bhalesa, Thathri, Killar, and Marmat yield a large variety of 
fruits. Out of these, Amri Apples is one of the oldest and an important 
variety of fruits. They taste very good and are extremely soul-refreshing. 
It does not spoil even after a year of storage. Its trees often yield fruit in 
the third year of its sowing. Under the crash course, the workers of the 
Horticulture department have encouraged people to try cultivating the 
other varieties of apples, which have a very good annual yield. It is un- 
fortunate that people smitten with avarice started felling trees of these 
Amri apples, which has slashed down their total production. In addi- 
tion to Amri apples, other varieties of French Seasonal Apple, Deli- 
cious, etc. are normally available which can be found in every part of 
the old principality. In Bhalesa, the apples of village Kandulu, Suti, 
Changa, and Bisran are considered to be the best of all varieties. Its trees 
are also found elsewhere in some parts of this kingdom. There was once 
an old variety of a sweet-sour apple, known as Khoutan. Today, their 
trees have also been completely chopped down. Another variety of ap- 
ple, known as Tarela is very small in size but is very rich in taste. Besides 
apples, other fruits are also found in abundance. They include pears, 
apricot, walnuts, quince apple, peaches, pomegranates, cherries, guava, 
lemons, plums, bigu gosha (a bigger species of pear), sadi (small apri- 
cot), oranges, mulberry, pine-nuts, and persimmons. Pears, quince, and 
apples of some of the parts of Bhalesa and Thathri are good in quality: 
Dried pomegranate seeds of Marmat and apples of Killar are famous. 
Along with apples, quince trees are also found there. Trees of oranges 
and bananas have been planted in some areas of Marmat and Thatht!. 
One can find good quality walnuts in the places of Marmat, Bhalesa, 
and Chirala. The places of Chinta, Bhalra, and Gawari in Bhadarwah 
also witness a plentiful growth of apples. Every year fruits like apples, 
pears, quince and Bago Goshey worth lakhs of rupees are exported (0 
Jammu. In return, some seasonal fruits are imported back to the valley 
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which includes oranges, bananas, water-melons, pomegranate, Kenu 
and other dry fruits like almonds, dried grapes, etc. There is a lot of 
scope to promote the tree plantation and horticulture in this old Prin- 
cipality. All that is needed is the proper planning and honest execution 
of these plans. If truth be told, no prominent milestone can be seen 
achieved in this field despite the expenditure of crores of rupees. The 
two 50-year-old nurseries of Bhadarwah spread across many thousands 
of Kanals of land still crave for an even single glance of attention. One 
of them lies in Sartingal, while the other in Kotli. Somewhat failing 
similarly, a big plot of land had been bought at the places of Dhandi 
and Gawari by the SKAUST (Sher-i-Kashmir University of Agriculrur- 
al Technology and Sciences). It was expected that the educated higher 
officials hailing from the region would experiment new methods of 
farming in the plot, and subsequently, train all those related to agricul- 
ture; so that addition in the overall production could be made certain. 
But in reality, much to the resentment of the local population, until 
today no considerable work on the farm has been executed. Would that 
these facilities could be benefited from, upon which the changing gov- 
ernments have by far invested crores of rupecs. Nevertheless, the ruling 
government has on the other hand been showing some genuine con- 
cern so far, and it is hoped that the workers adopt new opinions and 
work more zealously so that clear and solid results get manifested be- 


fore the people. 


Flowers 


In the various areas of this old principality, different forests, wide 
and expansive meadows, mountains, pastures and stacks in the fields 
give birth to colourful Aowers in the summer and spring, making it 
truly a pride of heaven. The mild scents of these waving fluttering flow- 
ers journeys a person to a strange delight and an inner peace until he 
loses himself to a state of sheer rapture or complete ecstasy. Tour Bhale- 
sa, Jai, Chinta, Jantaroun, Subhar Dhaar or Sewaj Dhar; and climb the 
slopes of Kailash or even visit Padri or precisely its grasslands; or saun- 
ter into the mesmerizing forests of Killar; only then will you realize that 
the gracefulness and colours of these wildflowers are extraordinarily 
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special and soon you will find yourself wishing not to ever leave any of 
these places. The plains and slopes of these areas get clad by astounding 
varieties of these flowers. Commonly, the first blooming variety of 
flowers is that of Jasmine which along with Narcissus, starts to grow in 
the month of February. The flower of Rose with its many variants starts 
to grow in the summer season. And until the onset of winters, keep on 
radiating its elegance. In the ending of February and starting March, 
the buds of fruit-bearing trees start to sprout. First of all, almonds and 
sadi (small apricot) get laden with these buds. And subsequently, all the 
trees get colourfully dressed with these flowers. Normally Tulips, Dai- 
sies, Irises, Pansies, Evergreens, Violets, and wildflowers bloom out. 
Many varieties of Jasmine glow; besides different other flowers hung 
from the thickets of bushes, that unfurl wafts of fragrance about the 
entire ambience. Having been charmed here by the beauty of the flow- 
ers, no soul can truly exist but without complimenting the prime art- 
istry of nature. Alike Kashmir, it is highly needful in the place that the 
floriculture be paid its due attention. 


Forests of the Kingdom of Bhadarwah 


Forests in any mountainous region help maintain the Nature's bal- 
ance; provide protection from various harms, like storms and their con- 
sequential damages like soil erosion; guarantee the availability of irrig- 
tional facilities; affect climate; besides robing the entire regions with 
beauty. They also play their part by providing construction wood, fire- 
wood, various medicinal herbs, and other plantations, and also contrib- 
ute significantly by ridding the environment of the harmful effects of 
overall pollution. It is these forests that also harbour the wild animals 
including other birds and creatures. Fields of the green flourishing for- 
ests along with the meadows are a source of recreation and tourism for 
the people which also cater to their appetite for aesthetics. In theif 
soothing breezes, a weary man from his ever-running life, which is 4 
nature of the current times, can distance for some time and derive some 
relief, from the everyday stresses and his physical and mental exhaustion. 
In the new environment by acquainting himself with the creativity 2" 
mysticism of Nature, he earns himself inner spiritual tranquility. 
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In the forests of Bhadarwah, Bhalesa, Killar, and Marmat, the wood 
of all sorts besides plentiful amounts of mushrooms is produced, the 
demand of which has been increasing rapidly worldwide. From these 
places, mushrooms worth crores of rupees are exported every year to 
foreign countries via the outside Mandis. In the forests of this place, 
workers are occupied almost the entire year in wood processing works, 
which is an important source of their livelihood. 

Bhadarwah in the old times was completely surrounded by forest 
covers. A huge number of Jungles also existed in the main valley of 
Bhadarwah. In these jungles, the people of Chamba, Basohli, and Bill- 
awar would come in the summers for pasturing their livestock. This 
routine prevailed for many centuries. When Raja Bhoj Paul, Prince of 
Billawar came to know through his courtiers that in the southeast of his 
kingdom, there existed a charming valley full of forests; he sent his one 
of the two sons Radhak Paul to Bhadarwah, who cleared some areas of 
the forests and erected here the Temple of Bhadrakali. Until some time 
back, Deodars existed in the low lying areas of the ‘Mohalla Qillah’ 
(Qillah: A fort), which were gradually chopped down by the people as 
their population grew. 


The Controversy over the Boundaries of the Estate's (Jagir’s) 
Forests 


In 1901 AD, Maharaja Pratap Singh exchanged away the estate of 
Bhadarwah to Raja Amar Singh against the estate of Basohli, although 
the latter had been earlier given under a deed to Raja Amar Singh. A 
couple of years later, Maharaja Pratap Singh regretted remorsefully for 
having blundered to lose away Bhadarwah to Raja Amar Singh. In real- 
ity, seeing the huge income fetched from the wood of Bhadarwah go 
into the personal treasury of Raja Amar Singh; the heart of the Maha- 
raja coveted and he started pressing his claim over the forests to gain 
them back. The conflict got further intensified and eventually in the 
year 1911, along with the terrestrial fencing the boundaries of the for- 
ests were demarcated. As a matter of fact, sometimes post the territorial 
controversy Conservator of Forests raised the issue of settling the dis- 
Pute against the claim regarding the forests of Galiyan, and as a result 
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cutting and selling of trees from these areas was stopped because Maha. 
raja Pratap Singh had claimed his ownership rights over them. Resident 
Commissioner of Kashmir also started intervening in the matter and 
guided Raja Amar Singh to subordinate all the forests of the estate in. 
cluding the forests of other estates to the State Department of Forests, 
He also put forth the idea to draft a policy accordingly for the benefi 
of the state. In his letter, he specially mentioned about the controversy 
over the forests of Marmat and Galiyan. On the other hand, Maharaja 
Pratap Singh was also suggested to hand over the forests of the state to 
Delhi Authority, But contrarily, the State Council according to a deci- 
sion taken on 28 March 1899 AD, refuted all such proposals complete- 
ly. In response, the Resident Commissioner of Kashmir, Talbot present- 
ed a suggestion to draft a complete working plan for the forests of 


Bhadarwah. 


The Working Plan of the Forests of Bhadarwah 


Being the Head of the State Council, Raja Amar Singh accepted this 
suggestion given by Talbolt. In those days, Mr. Macdonel was the Con- 
servator of the Department of Forests at the state level. Mr Mayors was 
given the job as an assistant Conservator of Forests to draft the working 
plan of Bhadarwah estate, under whose supervision the drafting of the 
discussed working Plan of Bhadarwah was officially started in the yea! 
1900. Mr. Mayors finalised the estimates of the working Plan by the 
year 1902 and sent the report of this plan to Raja Amar Singh in the 
year 1903. Pandit Janardhan, whose contract for extraction of timber 
from Bhadarwah forests had been cancelled was allowed to extract the 
timber. Thus, the working plan of the estate got implemented in the 
year 1902 wherein the estate was divided into 8 forest blocks. This 
working plan expired after the amalgamation of this Jagir in the state of 

Jammu and Kashmir in the year 1932. 

Following are the forest blocks of the estate of Bhadarwah created 
per the abovementioned working plan: 

1. Neeru 

2. Killar 
3. Chirala 
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Jai 

Jitota 
Jangalwar 
Bonjuwah 
. Bhalesa!*! 

Even though the boundary dispute over the forests had ended be- 
tween Maharaja Amar Singh and the state government, the revenue 
from the forests of Bhadarwah estate had not ceased from becoming the 
bone of contention for the state government. After the demise of Raja 
Amar Singh (1911), when this estate came under the custody of Maha- 
raja Hari Singh, there arose some whispers again about the rights of the 
State over these forests. Nonetheless, Maharaja Hari Singh supported 
the State rights and accepted the principle that “the state forests are the 
state property and must be worked out with due regard to the state”, 
and that “where forests are included in a Jagir, the Jagirdar has no abso- 
lute right to destroy them for his own benefits.” In other words, the 
celebrated Maharaja brought the forests of the estate under the custody 
and control of the state. During the Dogra reign, the work of extraction 
of timber was entrusted to big firms, among which most of the firms 
collaborated stealthily with the forest officials to smuggle out the tim- 
ber, thereby plundering crores of rupees from the state treasury on the 
one hand; and also cutting these forests ungrudgingly on the other. 
Fearful of the law, these firms and officials would execute this loot very 
furtively. Common masses considered it a crime to fell che trees illegal- 
se only the trees fallen under natural circumstanc- 
es, of which they were even permitted. During the democratic times, 
the forests of Bhadarwah got certainly destroyed and more’s the pity 
that even many forests of Bhadarwah and Doda were partially dam- 
aged. Some of the parts of Killar, Udeel, Bhalesa, Bonjuwah, and Nee- 
ru, etc. were made to face an unchecked extensive eradication. Even the 


investigation reports of the Departmental Inquiry never came into 
limelight and no accused was ever booked under the law. On the other 
d ill-planned transportation, 


hand, because of the unchecked felling an : 
new trees suffered extensive damage. Simultaneously, the income of the 
forest workers also kept on declining with every passing day. The max- 
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ly and would put to u: 
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imum part of their earnings was consumed by intermediaries 25 their 
commissions and as a retrieved cost for their essential food supplies 

Nonetheless, to do away with these faults and avert any further jox, 
to people and forests, an order was issued for the establishment of an 
additional Forest Corporation in the administration of the department 
whose important duties included dispensing the works of sawing and 
transportation to the local contractors on priority basis and also employ 
the locally available workers in the services. Unfortunately, by one way 
or the other, only the big contractors grabbed the work of the forests in 
Doda and in the prevalent serious condition of the region, wood in the 
different forests worth crores of rupees got burnt down. In these acci- 
dents besides some of the external miscreants, the concerned contrac. 
tors and the supervising staff are allegedly told to have mutually con- 
spired and plotted the entire incident. The actual truth must be only 
known to God...! 


The Establishment of the State Forest Corporation 


In Bhadarwah also, the office of the state forest corporation has been 
functioning for a long time. In spite of the unfavourable circumstance. 
wood worth crores of rupees has been transported to Jammu. Ar the 
places of Jai and Bhala, due to the sudden outbreak of fire in big wood 
depots, timber worth crores of rupees flared up and kept rising as clouds 
of smoke, polluting the air. 


Soil Conservation and Social Forestry 


In Bhadarwah, the offices of soil conservation department and de- 
partment of social forestry also work as a part of a division. Their t 
sponsibilities primarily include construction of bunds and forest nus 
eries for checking of soil erosion and executing plantation drives at a 
the available places, Unfortunately as big as the words ‘Plantatio® 
Drives’ sound, the reality is that we seldom find the existence of ee 
around us. In the words of Late Ataullah Suharwardy, “Would that *° 
knew who uproots thousands of these newly planted saplings every “a 
as if, ‘in the way of God’, for now, under the shade of big sign 
erected with much pomp and show, some traces of these planted °° 
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can be seen only at some rarest spots across the city roads.” It is possible 
that in villages the ratio of their spoilage might have reduced, greening 
some white open plots. However, in the district board meetings, they 
succeed in receiving the ‘due appreciation’ with the help of presenta- 
tions on abstracts relating to their respective departmental functioning 
and the expenditure incurred on those schemes. 

According to the program of social forestry the Acacia tree, Poplar, 
Ailanthus, Willow, etc. are sown. Willow is a fast growing tree. The 
acacia tree is an English breed. American plant can also be sown in the 
rocky or sandy soil and grows at a height of 3000-10000 ft. Ailanthus 
is also a foreign breed tree and grows at a height of 8000-9000 ft. above 
sea level. These plants and trees help a lot in protecting soil erosion. 


Forest Area 

Out of the total 8000 square miles of forest areas in the state of Jam- 
mu and Kashmir, in Doda over 916.70 square miles of the area con- 
tains trees belonging to difficult forests, most of them being Deodar, 
Kail, Fir, Pine and other mixed trees. Out of this area, a total of 269.01 
area was under Bhadarwah forest division. 

“The Bhadarwah Forest Division comprises mainly Bhadarwah Teh- 
sil and some parts of the Kishtwar and Doda Tehsils of the Doda Dis- 
trict, The forest areas of this Division lie between East Longitudes 75° 
32’ and 76° 15’ and North Latitudes 32°52’ and 38° 11’. It is bounded 
on the north by the Chenab River and the Kishtwar Illaqa, on the east 
by Kishtwar and Chamba J/lagas, on the south by Chamba and Basohli 
Ilaga and on the west by Doda and Marmat Galiyan. 

The typical soil produced by the decomposition of mica sheets and 
granite is loose sandy loam, which is eminently favourable to the growth 
of trees, especially Deodar. On the whole, the soil is fairly deep, capable 
of supporting good quality forest growth.” 7 

‘The presence of a lofty mountain range, surrounding the track on all 
sides, not only intercepts the monsoons but also prevents warm winds 
from the plains to pass over in summer. This is the reason that the rain- 
fall in Bhadarwah is well distributed. In the words of Mr Swatantra, 
“About 50% of the annual precipitation falls as snow and rain during 


square miles of the 
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the four months of winter. Droughts are rare. The well-distributed rain- 
fall throughout the year presents favourable conditions for the natural 
regeneration of the principal conifer species and their quick establish. 
ment. The area has an ideal climate for the growth of Deodar.” The 
climate of any region depends upon its forests; its altitude from the seq 
level, and the direction of its mountains. 

According to government records the total area of 271906 acres of 
Bhadarwah Forest Division (whose headquarters are situated in the 
town of Bhadarwah) has been divided into four Ranges, according to 
the management purposes, which include the Ranges of Neeru, Killar, 
Chirala, and Bhalesa. The details of eight forest blocks have already 
been given. Out of the demarcated area, only 93571 acres has been 
fixed for commercial uses. 


‘Types of Forest Wood 


Forests of Bhadarwah region are counted as one of the best deodar 
forests in the state. There has been a demand for these Deodars over the 
past many centuries. It is said that deodar wood of the region would be 
exported to Punjab via Sialkor wherefrom it was sent to many foreign 
countries. The coniferous species comprising the forests, in order of 
their economic importance, are: 

1. Deodar 
Kail (Himalayan Blue Pine) 

Fir 

Pine 

Budloo (Silver Fir) 
. Sal 

Besides these types, there are many other varieties of trees found in 
these forests, like Ash, Walnut, Adkhal (wild varnish), Burzah, Banj 
(Boj Potter), Mehro (curcus), Ban walnuts (Curcus Blue Oak), Hill tone, 
Sheesham, etc. Trees growing at height include birch tree, Sal and wild 
walnuts. In some forests, Sinu (Ash trees) are also found which are also 
known as “Sum”. Elders had planted a lot of these trees around Bhadat- 
wah, which are continuously decreasing in number by the day. Tie¢ 
leaves of Banj and Mehru are specially used as fodder for the animals 
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while its branches are used as firewood in the winter season. The walnut 


wood and the wood of Sheesham are used in making furniture. 
Deodar 


Deodar forests of Bhadarwah are unrivalled in the state of Jammu 
and Kashmir. Its wood is very firm, clean and beautiful. This tree grows 
easily at a height of 5000-8000 ft and is found in abundance in Neeru 
Range, Killar Range, Chirala Khaleni and Bhalesa. 


Kail 
This tree is also found on the higher places. At some places, it also 
grows with Deodar, It is found in the western areas of the Jangalwar 


block. 
Fir 

The special variety of fir trees are found in the valley of Bonjuwah. 
They are mostly seen in the areas of Wangat and Mahasagli. 


Pine 
These high-quality trees are found to the North and South of Neeru 
and Chirala. The wood-derived from Sinu (Ash trees) is hard, which is 
leaved trees are not beneficial in terms 


utilized to make furniture. Long- 
of monetary gains. They thrive on the top of the big rocks. Leaves of the 
Wild Poplar are whitish and broader than those which are grown in the 
village areas. Their wood is used to make the sports items and carriage 
boxes. So far as the forests of the Bhadarwah valley are concerned, there 
und in them. Ata much larger height, no 
gh, one may find some grass twigs occa- 
tered medicinal herbs, for example, in 
Kailash Mountains that are located at a height of 14000 ft and 15000ft. 
Some pine trees or others of the same family are also found at some 
places along Sewaj Dhaar. The height of this Dhaar (hillock meadow) is 
almost 12000 ft above sea level. It contains lush green fields and very 
vast pastures where Gujjar community grazes their livestock in sum- 
mers. In the low-lying areas of the valley, forests containing evergreen 


are many varieties of trees fo 
tree species can grow, althou 
sionally or even some of the scat 
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deodars and Kail, etc. present a very delightful sight and further gild 
the already beautiful valley. The government obtains timber worth 
crores of rupees from these forests, every year. Among the most famous 
and noted forests, the forests of Bhalesa, Killar, Marmat, Chirala, Jai 
and Chinta top the list. 


Wild Herbs 


‘The forests of Bhadarwah are plenteous in various natural medicinal 
herbs used to make medicines. This secret produce of the forests forms 
a very good and significant revenue source for the government. They 
are also the source of livelihood for the villagers. They are of various 
kinds, of which some are enlisted below: 


Remarks 
ne 


It is a remedy for the diseases of 
the throat and increases mental 


Guli Bunafsha 
(Viola oderatus) 


2. Kahzaban 
(Macrtomaric banthamir) 


It treats cold and fever. 


Dhoop (Incense) It is used in perfumed products, 
like incense sticks, etc. 


é Ajwain (Carom seeds) It is beneficial for intestinal in- 
(Trachyspermum ammi) _| fections and proper metabolism. 


5. Kush (Sussura-Lapa) It is very beneficial for increasing 
the strength of the mind 
6. | Kh (wood) *| 


nal roundworms 
= ke 

the intestinal roundworms. 
Zat-e-Hayaas 


Sala Jaet (Storax) It is a black coloured less viscous 
substance extracted from the 


rocks, 


| 
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1). “| Gaaoun Zubaan It is a helpful drug whose leaves 
bear protrusions like on a cow's 
tongue. Similarly, other medici- 
nal herbs like sunflower, Dhatu- 
ra (Datura), Kastora (Musk), 
Mushq-e-bala (Musk Bala), Ba- 
jar Bhang, Jangli Pran (Wild 
Shallot), Zaj Pathar (bay leaves) 
and Bela Dona, etc. are also used 
in the making of various medi- 
cines. 

In the forests of Bhadarwah, Gu- 
chiyan are found in abundance, 
due to which the inhabitants of 
this place drive good financial 
benefits, while the government 
also earns a handsome amount 
by their auctioning. Besides 
them, selling of Gandah Beroza 
(Resin), Charcoal and oil from 
Deodars also contribute signifi- 
cantly to the revenue of the gov- 


Guchiyan (Wild Mush- 


rooms) 


ernment. 


The Protection of the Forests 

hadarwah are equivalent to the ‘green 
at all costs. The onus of their preserva- 
oulders of the Forest Depart- 
also shared equally by every 
uties in this regards. 
lighten the local 


Forests to the people of B 
gold’, which must be preserved 
tion and promotion lies not only on the sh 
ment and State Forest Corporation but is 
common man. Students must also render their d 
There has always been felt a need to educate and en 
masses about the gravity of this critical imperative. 

Due to unplanned and reckless felling of trees, the forest covers are 


continuously declining in terms of their areas. Earlier markings would 
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be done every fifty to sixty years. During such spans, there would be the 
desired increase in the number of cone-bearing trees (Fir). Unforty. 
nately nowadays this limit has also shrunk to 5-10 years. Due to repear- 
ed markings and felling in such shorter durations, these evergreen for- 
ests have been continuously transforming into barren lands. New trees 
stopped being planted while land cutting is substantially rising by every 
passing day. Fertile soils are staring storms in the face. Due to these 
imprudent approaches, there has been an enormous effect on the cli- 
mate and agricultural produce of the area. The responsible officials of 
the Forest Department should focus their attention towards this grave 
issue and should permit chopping of trees only after fixed time periods. 
Should it continue happening unchecked, this beautiful place might 
turn into a barren land one day. The government should frame effective 
laws to protect our forest lands from getting squandered away so that 
our beautiful pastures and verdant fields get also saved in turn. The 
beauty of these amazing valleys strewn with flowers would also be saved 
from even the smallest of harms and also various birds and animals of 
the region would not have to get exiled by severing the ties with their 
natural habitations. 


Pet Animals and Birds 


In the old regions attached to the kingdom of Bhadarwah, only those 
species of wild animals are found which are generally also seen in other 
parts of the state. They include cow, buffalo, ox, yak, horse, donkey, 
mule, sheep, and goat which locally bears huge importance. Cows, buf- 
faloes, and sheep are used to yield milk, which is used in the making of 
nutritious dairy products like Ghee and Cheese. Horses, mules, and po- 
nies deliver their services as beasts of burden, who also ferry men across 
distances. In almost all the difficult routed areas of this ancient Princi- 
pality, these domestic animals are of great use. They are the aptest source 
for transporting loads between places. In the old Mandi of Bhadarwah, 
from the regions of Bhalesa, Bonjuwah, Chirala, Killar and Marmat 
products such as ghee, cheese, rajmash (beans), rice and many foo 
products would be fetched, which were then transported out to Jammu, 
Basohli and Punjab with the help of these animals, who carried loads as 
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well, in addition to these products. Due to the construction of new 
roads and routes, these animals are now put to use only in the remote 
and undeveloped areas of the valley. They played an important role in 
import in these areas. In short, the entire business and trade of various 
places of this principality depended on these animals. ‘The business of 
sheep and goats would also be at its highest. The Gaddi people hailing 
from different places of Bhalesa and Bhadarwah used to graze their live- 
stock in the big pastures, a practice continued even today. The wool 
obtained from the sheep not only caters to the local needs but is also 
exported out. It was on these products that the subsistence of the major 
part of the population depended, and is so until date. From sheep and 
goats, the production of Meat is increasing by the day, although its over- 
all shortage is still met by its import from the outside places. Depart- 
ment of Animal Husbandry brings in superior breeds of sheep from 
outside for the breeding purposes. American Ram and Russian and Aus- 
tralian Merino breed that count as one of the superior breeds are special- 
ly imported and distributed among landlords, Gaddis and others who 
graze these animals and encourage their reproduction. By purchasing 
the superior breeds of Buffaloes and Chanwar (Yak), the concerned De- 
partment of Animals is doing a remarkable job in their reproduction 
too. At many places, centers for Artificial Insemination have also been 
established through which good breeds of animals are being produced. 
Common birds include primarily Hens, Ducks, Pigeons, and sparrows 
while as other birds include Eagles, Vultures, Parrots, Hawks, Mynahs, 
Nightingales, Indian Cuckoo, Woodpeckers, Owls, Swallows, and 
Doves, etc. which are found throughout the valley. 


Wild Animals and Birds 


Every corner of the old Kingdom 
dense forests wherein many different kin : 
and this is why foreign tourists would throng this valley for hunting. In 
the forests of Bhalesa that meet the area of Padar and in other higher 
pastures, Ibex, Blue sheep named antelope, Musk deer, and Snow leop- 
ard are found in abundance. In addition to them Common Tigers, 


Leopards, Wild goats (Pijadh) and cross, Black deer, Red deer, Jackals, 


of Bhadarwah was covered by 
ds of wild animals were found 
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Foxes, Wild cocks, and Wild cats were found in the Mhadarwah Valley, 
Jai, Chinta, Chirala, Killar, and the torests and mountainous slopes ot 
Marmat. Unfortunately, from the year 1947 to 1989, small groups of 
hunters of these regions ruthlessly hunted down these animals so much 
so that the entire breeds of some animals got completely wiped off, box 
obtaining the musk pod of the Deer and the skin of the wild animals, 
these selfish hunters in search of Wild deer, cross, and Ibex, kept leap 

ing even up to the boundaries of Chamba and Padar; and kept no stone 
unturned in killing these wonderful creations. Their current numbers 
have reduced to a count which can be totaled on fingertips. In the same 
coin, various other wild animals and species of birds were also intensely 
harmed. In spite of all this, the concerned government machinery kept 
boldly staring at the situation with the utmost indifference. Meanwhile, 
in this region of the earth because of nature's balance and destruction 
of these animals from the forests the natural beauty of the region got 

plummeted to extinction and destruction. Also, due to the indiscrimi- 
nate felling of these forests, these animals were rendered homeless. Hu- 

mans who term these animals as wild savage beasts have themselves 
turned into brutes by persistently butchering these animals. Besides 
wild cocks, a beautiful bird whose male is known as Neel (Indigo-co- 
loured wild rooster) and its female as Neewaye, is also found among, the 
wild birds of this place. The emerald coloured comb on Neel’s head and 
colourfulness of its decorated crest are worth seeing. The magnificence 
of the skin of this bird is beyond the realm of words. Besides them, 
Rang Rawel, Red-Legged Partridge, Wild Pigeon, Owl, colourful Spar- 
row, Cuckoo, Wild duck, Woodpecker, Vulture, Nightingale and Par- 

tridge and various other types of birds are found in these forests, which 
in dread of being gunned down have changed their resting places. 
However, post-1989 due to the government raids for the seizure of 
guns the hunting was averted and also because of the enforcement of 
Wildlife Act these animals got protected. Now the conditions have so 
turned around that in many villages the Leopards prey on humans fe- 
rociously, Also because of the terrorist movements and subsequent mil 
itary activities, the humans have become the slaughter goats in place ot 
the animals, Nevertheless, there has been an increase in the number ot 
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some species of birds and wild animals which brings forth a very bright 
prospect. It is our duty to consider the aesthetic, environmental, and 
economical importance of these birds and animals so that we protect 
them completely and in no way upset Nature’s balance. 


|60| The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


References/Notes 


[26]: “Himalayan Principalities’; Dr Pritam Krishan Koul, Page: 232 


[27]:  S. D. Swatantra, former Assistant Conservator of Forests, Bhadarwah. Ref- 
erence: “Shaheen”; College Magazine Degree College Bhadarwah, printed 
1971, page 55 


03 


The Old and New Routes 
(Of the Kingdom of Bhadarwah) 


Old and New Routes of Bhadarwah 


fi bes town of Bhadarwah is 252 kilometers away from Srinagar via 
Banihal and 201 Kms from Jammu via Batote. Pul Doda is at a 
distance of 30 Kilometers from Bhadarwah and 50 kilometers from 
Batote. In the other direction, Thathri is 30 Kilometers away from Pul 
Doda while Kishtwar is also 30 Kilometers from Thathti. Thathri- Kil- 
hotran road is approximately 39 Kilometers long whereas Gandoh is at 
a distance of 35 Kilometers from Thathri, which is itself located at a 
distance of 60 Kilometers from Bhadarwah. Before the laying of Cham- 
ba-Bhadarwah and Basohli-Bani-Bhadarwah roads, this place was con- 
nected to the mountainous routes to the North-West of Chamba by a 
ated 65 miles away from 


60-mile long mountainous route and was loc 
g of 


this route to the North East of Basohli. Similarly, prior to the layin 


Batote-Bhadarwah road, the town of Bhadarwah was connected to the 


103-mile long mountainous road to the North East of Jammu, which 


|62| The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


had to be traversed from Bhadarwah to Batote either on foot or with 
the help of ponies or horses. Before the construction of Batote-Kisht. 
war road, this town passing through Jai-Joura-Chera-Thathri was 4¢ 
miles away until the areas of Daraab Shaala, Kandni, and Kishtwar, 
This entire route also had to be covered either on foot or through po- 
nies and horses. Located on this route, the village Joura was the starting 
point of a pedestrian route passing through Malano and Kahra that 
coursed towards Gandoh and Kilhotran. The second one Passing 
through Jai would stretch until the places of Sinnu and Gandoh. ‘The 
pedestrian route from Bhadarwah to Jai was 7 miles long. The town of 
Bhadarwah through the route of Jai, Kanthi, and Kilhotran was also 
connected to Bhalesa and in the other direction, through Athkhar, the 
village of Sheerikhi and Qataar Dhaar would connect many villages to 
Kilhotran. All these routes were also travelled by either ponies, horses 
or on foot. In Bhalesa, there were many other internal connectivity 
routes and links. Besides the road passing through Jai, the area of Tha- 
thri was also connected to another pedestrian route, which would reach 
Thathri from Bhadarwah passing through Chatrah, Bhela, Kandhot, 
and Jangalwar. The pedestrian routes from Thathri would also go to- 
wards the places of Bonjuwah and Bhalesa. 

‘The place of Marmat Galiyan was also connected to the town of 
Bhadarwah. After reaching Bhala, the people from Bhadarwah passing 
through Shongdu, Taroon, Sarsi, Goha could go towards Lablar Bhadi 
and Rachho. This entire pedestrian route was laid by the Department 
of Forests. From Marmat, this route passing through Sudh Mahadev 
would reach Chenani which is a place in Udhampur. It was because of 
this route that the old relations and connections between the people of 
Udhampur and Marmat existed. 

For the renovation of this old route, in the year 2004 Department of 
P.W.D Udampur had presented a plan of an estimated cost of 692 lakhs 
of rupees to the then government in power. It is expected that after its 
completion, the old connectivity from Khaleni to Sudh Mahadev 
would be reestablished through a metaled road. Many connecting roads 
have also been planned for this region. 
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The Mention of Old Connecting Roads in the Travelogues 
of Foreign Tourists : 


The mention of old link roads has also been made in the travel ac- 
counts of foreign tourists, which importantly include the travelogues of 
John Frederick Drew and Charles von Hugel. On these roads, people 
would either travel on foot or use ponies and horses at some places for 
ferrying men and materials across distances. The details of some of 


these old routes are as following: 
Pedestrian Routes leading to or coming from Kashmir 


Ls Jammu-Saruinsar-Ramnagar-Doda-Bhadarwah-Jangalwar- 
Kishtwar-Srinagar (11 stops) 

2: Madhopur- Thein-Basohli-Loang- Bhadarwah-Jangalwar-Kisht- 

war-Srinagar (11 stops) 

3. Chamba-Thein-Basohli-Loang-Bhadarwah-Jangalwar-Kisht- 

war-Srinagar (11 stops) 

4. Jammu-Udhampur-Chenani-Assar-Jangalwar-Kishtwar-Sri- 

nagar (11 stops) 

Pedestrian from the hot plains, while passing through these routes, 
must have been enchanted by the calm and quiet beauty of the valleys 
of lower mountain ranges. Other routes connecting Chamba, Bhalesa, 
Bhadarwah and Kishewar passing through high altitude passes which 
were used by individual pedestrians were as under: 

1. Chattar Gali (7000 ft high)*! connecting Bhadarwah with Bas- 

ohli.?9! 

2. Padri Pass (10000 ft high) connec 
wah. 

Dangani Pass (12105 ft high) connecting Cc 
Mailwar Pass (13047 ft high) connecting Chamba with Bhalesa. 


Nairang Wari Pass (14747 ft high) 
Git pass (14760 ft high)! 


ting Chamba with Bhadar- 


hamba with Bhalesa. 


nw sk Ww 
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The area of Bhalesa was connected with Chohada Wazarat of Cham. 
ba through different passes which include Padri Gali (10000 fv), Barun 
Pass (12100 ft), Dagain Pass (12862 ft) and Mailwar Pass (13047 ft), 

The place of Marmat (Khasaal) was connected with the pedestrian 
routes of Galiyan, Batote, Asar, Hanbal, Buland Pur, Malhouri, and 
Khaleni among which a route traversed towards Goha also from Rivy- 


let Riggi. 
Batote-Bhadarwah Road—A gift of Maharaja Hari Singh 


The construction of Bhadarwah-Batote Motor road was a great gift 
of Maharaja Hari Singh to the residents of Bhadarwah. Maharaja Hari 
Singh had visited his estate “Bhadarwah” during 1921-1922. He was 
accompanied by his ADC Wakefield also, who later on also became the 
chief administrator of the place. Maharaja Sahib almost stayed for over 
a week in Bhadarwah. During his journey from Batote to Bhadarwah, 
Maharaja well realized the obstacles and potential risks of the route that 
confronted him. 

On the other hand, at different places of this difficult and narrow 
pedestrian route, people during the welcome celebrations intensely de- 
manded the construction of Bhadarwah-Batote Motor road. Given that 
Maharaja already had a personal attachment with the estate of Bhadar- 
wah, he during the same visit for the sake of its beauty and the impor- 
tance of forests, proclaimed that the demands of the people would be 
acceded to, and thereby ordered an immediate survey of the Bhadar- 
wah-Batote road so that the work could be started on it as soon as 

possible. Accordingly, in the interest of the masses and the government, 
the court consented to frame a plan for the construction of this road, 
for which an initial amount of 40000 rupees was sanctioned. 

‘The entire route between Bhadarwah and Batote was mountainous 
and arduous which people would normally foot all the way. The com 
struction on this road began in 1937. Its proposed length was 50 miles. 
Almost for the next seven years, the construction on this road conti” 
ued in its full swing and as an unmetalled road in the year 1943, it wa 
finally declared open for the motor traffic. Since the road had been 
carved out from the gigantic mountainous rocks, its many narrow turns 
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continued proving to be perilous and deadly at many places. It wit- 
nessed many accidents in which a lot of precious lives were lost. The 
situation was so bad that people shuddered mere at the thought of the 
potential dangers of the turns at Rivulet Riggi, Khaleni, and Malhori 
The total distance between Jammu and Bhadarwah is 200 kilomesens. 
In its earliest times, ten-seater Lorries and small cars etc. would ply on 
it. The rear ends of these lorries would be loaded with goods and wares 
of the shopkeepers. At times, even people travelled in these loaded lor- 
ries who suffered a lot due to the jerks and jolts they faced all along the 
way. But with the gradual improvement of the condition of the road, 
their hardships continued nullifying day by day. 

In the years 1958 and 1962, the roads from Pul Doda to Thathri and 
from Thathri to Kishtwar respectively were thrown open for the conve- 
nience of people and vehicles. It was because of Late Om Mehta that 
the road from Batote to Kishtwar was granted the status of a National 
Highway 1-B and subsequently was broadened and metaled, the total 
span of which is 201 kilometers. 

In 1981 because Thathri was granted the status of a Tehsil and be- 
cause of its location on the National Highway 1-B, it earned the repu- 
tation ofa central place. Vehicles coming from Kishtwar, Gandoh, Sri- 
nagar, Jammu, Batote, Doda, Bhadarwah, etc. still increase the charm 
of this place by halting in the Thathri’s main market. 


Thathri-Gandoh-Kilhotran Road 

During a convention at Atal Gadh on 11 September 1954, through 
aresolution Former Director Education Khawaja Ghulam Rasool Azad 
had demanded almost 50 years ago from the then existing government 
that area of Bhalesa should be connected by a motor road to Thathri for 
its development and overall prosperity. He kept pressing on his demand 
even in the upper house of Legislature. Khawaja Abdul Gani Goni, 
former M.L.A. also supported this demand. The government of Late 
Bakshi Ghulam Muhammad had to give in finally to the demand for 
the construction of this road and thus the work was started on this 39 
kilometers long road. Until some years back, work on this road was 
being done at a snail’s pace. Because of this fair-weather road, the area 
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of Bhalesa was not only connected to different parts and towns of Dj 
trict Doda but also with Jammu as well as Srinagar. And its (Bhaless'y 
old road connectivity with Bhadarwah town has almost been aban. 
doned. Even though this road has yet not been metaled completely, the 
central government has sanctioned a total sum of 40 crores on the de. 
mand of Ghulam Nabi Azad, present Chief Minister Jammu and Kash. 
mir for the widening of Thathri- Kilhotran road and also for the con. 
struction of double-lane road between Kilhotran and village Kahal 
Jugasar. From 2007 construction and renewal of this road is going vig. 
orously. It must be remembered that village Kahal Jugasar is located on 
the boundary of Bhalesa near the state of Chamba. 

Under different schemes, some link roads are also under construc. 
tion in Bhalesa which are expected to improve the economic conditions 
of this area collectively. They primarily include Bhatyas Chilli, Manu 
Kota road, Bhatyas Jakyass Road, Donadi Banoon road, Kilhotran, 
Kahra, Malano, Joura, Jai road, Gandoh, Sinnu, Baach, Jai Bhadarwah 
road. On the recommendation of Azad Sahib, the central government 
on 31 March 2008 sanctioned a sum of Rs 20.78 crores for the comple- 
tion of Kahra, Joura and Jai road, under the scheme of Central Road 
Fund. The road would be 16 kilometers long which would pass through 
Kahra, Malano, Gogadha, Batola, Bagdeer, Halaran, Joura and the 
beautiful forested valleys of Sham Delini. It would be a boon for pro- 
moting tourist activities in the area. Jai is counted as one of the most 
beautiful valleys of Bhadarwah. The proposed road would be complet- 
ed in two phases which would be constructed at an estimated cost of Rs 
30 crores. 7 

The plan for the construction of a road from Bhadarwah to Sherikhi 
extending to Qatari Dhaar-Kilhotran was formulated by the then Dep- 
uty Commissioner Mohammad Iqbal Khanday Sahib in the year 1986, 
which has been by far laid only until Sartingal Power House. Sherikhi 
is at a distance of 10 kilometers from Bhadarwah. This village is the last 
one in the area of Athkhar that lies in the west of Qataar Dhaar we 
ed between the area of Bhalesa and Bhadarwah valley). Kilhotran ae 
is the nearest connecting road from Sherikhi, which if converted into 
motor road can help a long way in reconnecting the economic, aoc 
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cultural and historic old relations of Bhalesa and Bhadarwah. The cur- 
rent government headed by Jenab Ghulam Nabi Azad is highly mind- 
ful and serious about the matter, It is anticipated that the construction 
on this road would also start soon and it would help a lot in the revival 
of the lost relations between the people of these two regions. 

From Kilhotran, the proposed Bhal Padhri motor road is also very 
important. A pedestrian route only 9 miles in length also goes from 
Kilhotran to the green blooming valley of Bhaal Padri. This salubrious 
recreational place important in terms of tourism, if connected by a 
motor road can become an appealing central tourist destination. People 
have now been demanding this road for over more than thirty years. 
Perhaps, it is the present government that shall be able to meet this long 
pending demand. 

Jenab Ghulam Nabi Azad has been focusing on the construction of 
the link roads of Bhalesa, etc. for a long time. During August 2005, Mr. 
Mohammad Sharif Niaz, former M.L.A. Bhadarwah had laid the foun- 
dation of a steel bridge across Kalguni rivulet at Changa, which has 
been now completed at a cost of Rs 2 crores. This highway is highly 
beneficial and important for all the villages falling between Kilhotran 
and Kahal Jugasar. According to Mr. Ghulam Rasool Chogani Bhalesa- 
wi, in the year 1954, Jenab Ghulam Rasool Azad had put forth the 
demand for the construction of Bhadarwah-Jai-Baach-Dhaar-Sin- 
nu-Gandoh-Kilhotran road before Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad. He 
had also presented the same plan for the construction of this road be- 
fore the government of Mir Qasim. In the year 1978, Sher-i-Kashmir 
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah had again got the survey of this road 
done. The government of Dr Farooq Abdullah on the recommendation 
of Mohammad Sharif Niaz got almost 6 kilometers of this road in the 
direction of Gandoh completed. The coalition government of Con- 
gress-P.D.P has again conducted a survey of this road. This road expect- 
edly would be completed in another two years or so. 


Bhadarwah-Chamba Road 


Belonging to Kishtwar area, Late Om Mehta who held various 
Central and State ministerial positions, did a lot of praiseworthy 
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works related to the development of District Doda including Dho| 
Hasti Hydro-Power project, the construction of Batote-Kishtwar 
road after getting it upgraded to the status of a “National Highway’, 
the construction of Kishtwar-Padar-Manali Defense road, the ap- 
proval from the central government for the construction of Bhadar- 
wah-Chamba road in view of the Defense needs and also th 
the groundwork on this road in the year 1970. He will be ever re- 
membered for his works and contributions. In the initial construc. 
tion stages of the road, the Centre had approved a total amount of Rs 
1, 250000 crores. This road which is under construction for the last 
38 years had been formally inaugurated by the former Chief Minister 
of the state Dr Farooq Abdullah in the year 1986 when it was thrown 
open for the traffic. Even though for some time the movement of 
government vehicles was seen on this road, unfortunately, due to un- 
toward circumstances of the state giving rise to inadequate attention 
of the authorities and also because of the unfavourable climatic con- 
ditions, the road deteriorated almost to the extent of closure. This 
road is surrounded by evergreen forests and natural beauty until the 
Chamba border which runs ahead as such to Chamba passing through 
various recreational spots and meadows. Because of the construction 
of this road the enhanced attraction and natural allurement of these 
areas can pull in various regional and foreign tourists much to their 
delight and enjoyment. The government of Himachal Pradesh has 
completed the construction of road until Chamba-Bhadarwah bor- 
der. After its full completion, the total length of the road between 
Bhadarwah and Chamba would be 105 kilometers. On the recom- 
mendation of the Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad, the central gov- 
ernment during the financial year 2007-2008 has approved an amount 
of Rs 67 crores for the completion and widening of this road. On this 
road in addition to the various villages of Athkhar which are rich in 
natural beauty, other salubrious places like Padri, Bhaal Padri, and 
Nag Lotan are also located. It must be remembered that during the 
reign of Paul Kings a pedestrian route only 55 miles in length existed 
between Chamba and Bhadarwah and according to G.T. Vigne, the 
following halting-places existed on it: 


e start of 
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From Chamba to Neture: 14 miles 
From Neture to Diggi Takra: 10 miles 
From Diggi Takra to Yarkal: 10 miles 
From Yarkal to Mugaam: 09 miles; and 
From Muqaam to Bhadarwah: 12 miles 


Basohli-Bani-Bhadarwah Road 


Through the central government, an alternate road known as “Bas- 
ohli-Bani-Bhadarwah Road” has been under construction for many 
years now. Actually, in view of the defense needs and as another Link 
Road, it was thought to join Lakhanpur, Basohli, Bani, Bhadarwah and 
from here to run towards Pul Doda, Thathri, Kishtwar; where it would 
further move ahead to Daksum through Sinthan and finally reach 
Khanabal (Kashmir), a place where it was planned to be connected 
with the National Highway. To some extent, the work on this road has 
been completed until Basohli and Bhadarwah up to Sinthan. The total 
span of Bhadarwah- Bani- Basohli was told to be 161 kilometers which 
would be 166 miles after the laying of the road. Unfortunately, due to 
political turmoil, hurdles created by militant organizations and the lack 
of interest shown by the state as well as the central government, the 
pace of the work on this highway kept slackening and gradually slowed 
down. However, under the strict vigilance and guard of police person- 
nel due to security reasons, sometimes light vehicles are permitted to 
pass through this road from Bhadarwah to Chatargala until Bani. 

There was a time when people would pass through Thathri, Jangal- 
war, and Kandhot through the route of Srinagar to Kishtwar and reach 
Bhadarwah, from where they would also travel to Lawanag, Bani and 
Basohli including many other parts of the country. Caravans of traders 
and merchants would normally use this road because of which Bhadar- 
wah had received a Central status. Due to the construction of Bhadar- 
wah-Batote-Jammu road, Jammu-Doda-Thathri-Kishtwar road, and 
some other roads, traffic movement along the old connecting routes has 
ceased, Nevertheless, because of the completion of this road, the con- 
nection of District Doda and Kashmir valley has been reestablished 
with the state and other parts of the country. Also, there would be a 


yep 
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considerable reduction in the total distances as well as the travel time 
between different areas en route. People would be facilitated and cased 
a lot. Tourism would be boosted further which is expected to have g 
pleasant effect on the economy of this area. In short, this alternate 
highway would prove profitable in every sense for commutation be. 
tween Pathankot and Kashmir Valley. New places would come on the 
tourist maps and various villages located on this road would also be 
benefited in a lot many ways. 

On the proposal of the Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad, during 
the year 2007, the central government has approved an amount of Rs7 
crores for the construction and widening of Bhadarwah-Bani-Basohli 
road. 


The Approval for the Development Authorities and Tourist 
Roads 


During a historic welcome function held at Jammu Club, Mr Ghu- 
lam Nabi Azad, Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir, while throwing 
light on the developmental plans in District Doda, announced that for 
the development of District Doda and for promoting its tourism, the 
government has issued orders for the appointment of two officers in the 
Development Authorities. The designated officer has recently taken his 
charges in the Bhadarwah Development Authority for the promotion 
of tourism-related activities. Similarly, a higher official has also been 
appointed for Kishtwar. For starting important constructional works 
coming under these Development authorities with respect to tour- 
ist-related programs, the central government has provided them each 
the financial assistance of Rs 20 crores. In his separate address, Chief 
Minister also announced the earmarking of 1000 kanals of land for the 
timely completion of the construction of Bhadarwah University Cam- 
pus. The third and important announcement was about the approval of 
the tourist circuit from Pathankot to Kashmir which would connect 
the places of Basohli-Bani-Bhadarwah-Doda-Thathri-Kishtwar-Sin- 
than with the Kashmir valley through Kokernag. For the facilities of 
the tourists, different residential Bungalows, Huts, and Observatories 
would be constructed at these places. 
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According to the recent announcement of the government, which 
was published in the issue of ‘Kashmir Times’ dated 25 April 2006 
“Out of the total approved amount of Rs 799.79 Lakhs for this eourlas 
circuit, the centre had released an amount of Rs 639 Lakhs durlog the 
past financial year 2005-2006 (for Lakhanpur until Sarthal) and in the 
same year for the Bhadarwah-Kishtwar-Sinthan-Srinagar Tourist Cir- 
cuit, a sum of Rs 552.90 Lakhs was also released out of the total ap- 
proved amount of Rs 691.31 Lakhs.” The work on widening and 
metalling of Doda-Bhadarwah Road is going on at a great pace, in 
which Azad Sahib is taking his personal interest. It is expected that this 
Double-Lane road would be completed until the starting months of the 


year 2009. 
Bhadarwah-Chinta-Jai Road 


Through the active Department of Public Works, the government 
has completed work on Bhaderwas-Chinta-Jai road some years ago that 
joins the town of Bhadarwah with two famous beautiful valleys of 
Chinta and Jai in che east. Due to setting up of an army cantonment in 
Chinta and pertinent security reasons, initial work on 20 kilometers 
stretch on this road has been completed. The remaining work on 10 
kilometers from Chinta to Jai is now being executed very swiftly. Fur- 
ther, from Jai, this road through the way of Joura would be connected 
with Malano-Gandoh. From Jai, this road would also be extended to 
Baach Dhaar, Sinnu, and Gandoh-Kilhotran. With the completion of 
this road, these places would find themselves on the tourist maps. 


Bhala-Malothi Road and Bhala-Dhaerka Road 


This road is under construction for a long time now. The construc- 
tion on this road had slowed down because of some law impediments 
which have been cleared by the present government. This 5-kilometer 


long road is open for traffic and is as important as a jugular vein for the 
development of this beautiful and scenic valley. The construction on 
until Dhaerka. For the 


this road has started from the place of Bhala 
completion of the starting 3 kilometers of this road, an amount of Rs 
554000 lakhs was approved during the year 2007. Bhala-Malothi road 
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is being extended to the villages of Gajodh and Trown. Because of 
roads, people would get highly benefited in terms of better conne 
ty avenues across villages. 


Seenayi-Khaleni-Dogli Road 


On the Bhadarwah-Doda highway; from a place in village Seenayi, 
a road was under construction that led to Khaleni but because Ghulam 
Nabi Azad, Chief Minister of the state of Jammu and Kashmir demar- 
cated Khaleni for making it a tourist center and thereby for providin 
residential facilities as well as for joining this beautiful place by link 
roads; the mentioned road has been planned to be extended until the 
village Dogli, Killar. In this connection, the construction on this road 
and installation of pre-fabricated huts; parks, etc. has been ongoing, 
During the years 2007-2008 this place was declared open for the tour- 
ist arrivals. For this purpose, a tourist fair was also organized at this 
place which aimed at bringing the beautifully forested and scenic area 
of Killar on the tourist maps, thereby setting it ahead on a path of de- 
velopment in every aspect. It is expected that this stunning valley would 


one day be counted among the most prominent valleys of District 
Doda. 


these 
Ctivi- 


The Construction of Link Roads in Bhadarwah 


The internal areas of Bhadarwah are being connected by a lot of small 
as well as big roads among which a road from Chaka Zeereen to Matho- 
la is under construction. Mathola is an extremely gorgeous place, where 
a temple of Vasuki Nag is also located since the olden times. This place 
can also prove apt in the interest of the tourists. The second link road 
while passing through the west of the existing graveyard will meet Bha- 
darwah- Sartingal Road. After the renewal of the existing Gatha-Degree 
College link road, a bridge has been laid on it near the Degree College. 
On the Gatha-Bhadarwah Link road, a connecting road emerging from 
the place of Koti which passes through Sarolbagh and further through 
the villages Renda and Haripur will expectedly meet Bhadarwah-Chinta 
toad near the place of Atal Gadh. Sarolbagh Bridge has also been com- 
pleted in the year 2007. Another link road is under construction up to 
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Kotli and the recreational place of Chabadha. On the Bhadarwah Bas- 
ohli road, hwo more connecting roads are being constructed. One starts 
from Haliyan and ends at Teligarh (proposed recreational center) while 
another connects the Mohalla Qillah with the Bhadarwah fort. Bhadar- 
wah fort is being developed as a cultural center. Besides it, Dardu-Bhal- 
ra road has been already completed while Dardu-Chhatra and Bhal- 
ra-Chhatra roads are still being constructed. From the village of Delini 
located on the Chinta road another link road up to Melini is also under 
construction. From Gatha to Linga Fish Farm a metaled road has also 
recently been laid. All of these works have reached their completion only 
during the authority of the present government. 


The Link Roads of Marmat Galiyan 
According to a write-up by Mr. Inayat Lone published in the edition 
of “Kashmir Times” dated 20% October, it has been disclosed that 
during February 2007 in District Doda according to the Prime Minis- 
ters G.S.Y. scheme, out of the total 20 proposed roads, tenders were 
sought for only 10, on which even the construction has yet not begun 
due to the prolonged official formalities, So far the connecting roads of 
the place of Marmat are concerned, on the national highway B-1 from 
the place Khaleni until Goha almost 27 kilometers long road has al- 
ready been completed, which benefits almost 30000 people residing 
within 170 km? of this area. A plan has been drafted to extend this road 
up to village Dranga at an estimated cost of Rs 1 crore. Two of the three 
kilometers on the road to Dranga have been completed by far. Because 
of this road, a total population of around 10000 people living in the 
adjoining villages is expected to be benefited. Other roads from Bhal- 
gram to Behota and from Bhalgram to Rout have also been approved. 
In addition to this, the plan for constructing the road from Marsou to 
Charot has been deferred for the time being. During 2000-2001 AD, 
the P ublic Works Department had undertaken the work of the con- 
tia toad between Bhalgram and Parbal which was to be built at an 
Sora cost of Rs 97 lakhs. Out of this amount, a total of Rs 10 lakhs 
thts ch been spent, During the year 2003, this department had 
the work on Bhalgram-through Bhadi road, on which a total of 
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Rs 10, 87000 lakhs was to be used. On this work too, an amount of 

‘ Rs 
10 lakhs has already been spent but later on, this scheme Was als 
merged with G.S.Y scheme and a new estimate of around 487.50 lakh, 
was given. But work on this road is yet to be started. The governmen, 
needs to pay immediate attention towards the construction of Mar. 
mat-Sudh Mahadev road, which has been mentioned earlier, 

The demand for the construction of a circular road from Dranga to 
Rivulet Riggi is also gaining strength, by the construction of which the 
total distance of around 46 kilometers would be reduced from the ex. 
isting road to Marmat and people could also benefit by directly market- 
ing their agricultural produce with Jammu, thereby saving their time 
also. Nowadays, a 15-kilometer long mountainous route exists from 
Riggi to Kund Goha which is very grueling and arduous. 

The area of Marmat is also connected nowadays with the area of 
Trown and Killar with the help of a mountainous route which is the old 
connecting road of the villages of Bhala, Shongdu, Trown, Sarsi, and 
Goha. This area is a shelter for various tall and sturdy trees of the for- 
ests, of the beautiful valleys, grasslands and of meadows, which needs 
to be developed as a Tourist center on a war footing. 


The Link Roads of Thathri 


Passing through various places of Tehsil Thathri, many points on the 
National Highway-1 give rise to many connecting roads which links 
this highway with many important villages of this Tehsil. These include 
Thathri-Jangalwar road, Sougadhi-Thalila road, Bhela-Bheja Chirala 
road, and Bhela-Purnot-Kandhot-Jangalwar road. Sougadhi Thalila 
road is being extended until the place of Panshai. Since 1981, Karar- 
ah-Poneja-Chirala road is being constructed whose initial stretch of 10 
kilometers up to Poneja has been completed. For the completion of the 
remaining 25.20 kilometers, the members of Thathri Development 
Front are putting in their extreme efforts. This front is headed by Mr 
Om Prakash Kotwal. This front along with immediate completion of 
the Kahra-Jai Road has also strongly demanded the construction of the 
Chirala-Sunar Thawah road and also its extension up to Joura Halaran. 
‘This has been done because of the fact that the underdeveloped areas ° 
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Bansota and Chirala are isolated from Thathri because of the non 
ability of the connecting roads. There is a lot of 
es from the tourism point of view. 


-avail- 
potential in these plac- 


Climbing Routes and Adventure Sports 


Despite the fact that there is a lot of vivid potential in the mountain- 
eering and adventure sports of Bhadarwah in terms of tourism, these 
places have never been promoted. However, some western tourists have 
been unconventionally passing through these trekking routes primarily 
including Ramnagar, Sewaj Dhaar, Bhadarwah, Basohli, Bani, Cham- 
ba, Padri and some routes in Bhadarwah. For the sake of such passion- 
ate expeditors and mountaineers who visit this place, the following pas- 
sages can be marked down, using which they could relish the bounties 
of nature. The local development authority and the employees related 
to Department of Tourism may conduct a proper survey of these places 
before making all the necessary facts expose publicly so that these pas- 
sages which are so far concealed in these mountains could also become 
a source of merriment and attraction for these expeditors and moun- 
taineers. 


1. Bhadarwah-Nalthi-Chatargala-Sarthal-Lawanag-Bani Route 


On this route, the base camp would be at Nalthi. Chatter Dhaar is 
located at a height of 10100 ft and at a distance of 9 kilometers upslope 
from Nalthi. Sarthal located at a height of 8000 ft, is a beautiful place, 
where groups can encamp during the night. It is connected with the 
sloping path at a distance of 30 kilometers from Chatargala. Adjacent 
to Chatargala is the place called Tabri where a rest house has been con- 
structed. From Sarthal, Lawanag is at a height of 6000 ft and located at 
a distance of 13 kilometers from it. Bani is almost 13 kilometers away 
from Lawanag. A rest house has also been provided at Bani as well as at 
Lawanag. Located upslope between Bani and Bond, Banjal lies at a 
distance of 10 kilometers, Bond is 9 kilometers away from Banjal, from 
Where distance up to Basohli can be easily traversed by a bus. There is 

‘Most a time gap of 4 -5 hours required to travel between every two 
Consecutive stations, Expeditors can reach back Bhadarwah in 5-6 days. 
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2. Sewaj Dhaar-Kailash-Chatargala-Sarthal Route 


Sewaj Dhaar is located at a distance of 20 kilometers from Bha. 
darwah and at a height of 10200 ft, from where Kailash Kund is on] 
4 kilometers away, During Kailash Yatra (a pilgrimage), pre-fabricar. 
ed huts are installed on Sewaj Dhaar by the Department of Tourism 
and Regional Development Authority. It is a difficult way from 
Kailash Kund (height 12145 ft) to Chatargala. After resting at Cha- 
targala the second day; expeditors, only according to the given Route 


No. 1 can march up to Bani before returning back to Bhadarwah 
after 4-5 days. 


3. Bhadarwah-Padri Gali-Bhaal Padri-Parnagal-Diggi-Mun- 
jari-Chamba Route 


It is a pedestrian route 55 miles long which takes almost 6 days to be 
covered. The path from Bhadarwah to Padri Gali is 15 kilometers long 


while as Bhadarwah-Chamba motor road is almost 105 kilometers 
long. 


4. Bhadarwah-Sherikhi-Qataar-Kilhotran-Kaenthi-Jai-Bha- 
darwah Route 


Although this route bears a very difficult terrain, it certainly passes 
through magnificent forests and picturesque places. The route can be 
covered in more or less 4 days. 


5. Bhadarwah (through Bheja, Thanala)-Padri Gali-Bhaal Pa- 
dri-Thaloran-Kaenthi-Jai-Bhadarwah Route 


This journey requires more or less a total of 5 days to be completed. 
Padri Gali is located at a height of 10000 ft. 


6. Bhadarwah-Jai-Kansar (through Baach Dhaar)-Gandoh- 
Kilhotran-Thathri Route 


This route can be covered in at least 4 days. The residential facilities 
have been provided at Jai, Kansar, Gandoh, and Thathri. From Thatht! 
forth, one can easily travel in a bus. 
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7. Bhadarwah-Sewaj Dhaar-Nigaar-Behota-M. -S 
Mahadev (Udampur) Route 8 a-Marmat-Sudh 


There is a bus facility available from Sudh Mahadev to Jammu. One 
requires some 5 days to reach Sudh Mahadev. A point for the expedi- 
tors would be worth mentioning here that it would be better if they got 
small and light-weight tents with them along with essential eatables. 
Likewise, expeditions can also be done on some tourist passages as well 
as some pilgrims’ routes, which have been mentioned in different parts 


of the book. 


Rafting 

In river Chenab, rafting is done from Thathri to Doda which has 
been now possible even up to Baglihar Power House after the construc- 
tion of the Baglihar Hydro Power Project Dam from Pul Doda to Bag- 
lihar. Actually, rafting was first started in the basin of river Chenab by 
an American team in the year 1985 between Kishtwar and Ramban. 
The second time in the year 1988 teams from Delhi as well as from 
Kashmir rafted successfully upon the river. After them, despite several 
attempts, no team could successfully raft upon it. While rafting, all the 
climatic considerations must necessarily be borne in mind. 
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Bhadarwah Town 


he present-day town of ‘Bhadarwah’ is the most beautiful town of 

District Doda, about which many memoirists and tourists have 
penned down encomiums in their own unique styles. This town was 
founded almost after 8 century AD when a vicious storm had wiped 
off the existence of the old town of Donga Nagar and Awadha Nagar. 
The town was settled on one of the most beautiful places of the area of 
Athkhar and was also the Caliph’s headquarters of the old Bhadarwah 
which was near Sartingal and extended from Gadh to Moun- 
da. Rivulet Haloon would pass right through the middle of it, which 
eventually became a reason for its complete destruction. Donga Nagar 
and the town of Awadha Nagar was the famous starting point of the 
routes between Bhadarwah to Basohli and Badhu. Many routes leading 
to the places of Chamba also started from them. This route behaved as 
a passage even for entering into the Bhadarwah valley. People coming 
from and going to Kashmir would also pass through it. According to 
some memoirists, there was also an old university established in the 
vicinity of the area, wherein thousands of students would reside and 
benefit themselves from learning Sanskrit and acquiring various other 
genres of knowledge. No historical evidence of this claim has yet been 


kingdom, 
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found neither has it been able to find any authentic proof about the 
existence of the above-mentioned town as well as the capital. We have 
been only carrying forth these legends from one generation to the next, 
accepting them to be our only sources of information. 

Historic records have validated the fact that this town popular by the 
alias “Nagar” was inhabited only after the destruction of the old existing 
town. This might have happened because this area was not vulnerable to 
the storms of the Haroon and Neeru river, and the existing market Seer 
was also available as an expansive flat plot of land under the kingdom of 
some estate-holder. The presence of the old temples in the area was a rea- 
son for contentment and solace to the people who would discharge their 
religious obligations in them. They primarily include the temple of Vasuk 
Nag in the Vasuk Deera and the old temple of Gupt Ganga, located at a 

distance of 1 kilometer from the town on the right bank of Neeru river in 
the east and constructed in the big rock carved tiles. There are two statues 
of Vasuki Nag installed in the Vasuki Nag temple including an additional 
statue of Jimutvahana. Both of these temples bear a very important histor- 
ic and religious importance. There are some other temples in this town as 
well which include the ancient temples such as Lakshmi Narayan Temple 
in the market of Seeri; Pasri temple and the temple of Mohalla Qillah. In 
the midst of the town, there is a splendid Jamia Masjid (Central Mosque) 
while as numerous other street mosques have also been constructed. Bha- 
darwah is also abode to a number of shrines, which are undoubtedly the 
centre of attraction for the people. 

‘The present town is encompassed by the green verdant forests and 
mountainous ranges on all the four sides. This town extends from the 
descending slope of Mehla Runta (name of a village in the external 
reaches of Mohalla Qillah near Bhadarwah fort, which is now under 
the Municipal limits) to low lying area of Gupt Ganga and from Meh- 
la Qasaban (adjacent to the graveyard) to Gatha. It is said that in the 
old times, a municipal committee existed in the Bhadarwah town, 
which was later transformed into Town Area Committee. Some time 
back, this town was included in the Notified Areas but the present gov- 
ernment upgraded its status to a Municipal Committee along with 
some other townships. 
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The Town of Bhadarwah in the Vision of Foreign Tourists 


Some English tourists have framed their observations about this 
town in their memoirs and travelogues, which include Charles Ellison 
Bates, G.T. Vigne, and Frederick Drew, etc. G.T. Vigne had toured this 
place in the year 1839. The first volume of his travelogue was published 
from London in the year 1892, About the valley of Bhadarwah, he 
writes: 

“Bhudrawar, the stronghold of Buddha, lies in the midst of the 
prettiest country I had seen in the mountains, with the exception of 
Kashmir. My thermometer gave me an elevation of about 5000 feet. It 
is called Budrikar by the Kashmirians, and Budar by the natives of the 
hills.” 

The Kashmiri people settled in Bhadarwah call it as “Badrka” and 
not as “Budrikar”. Similarly, non-Muslim inhabitants of Bhadarwah 
call it as “Badla”. G.T. Vigne writes further about this valley as follows: 

“The path from Dodah is continually on an ascent on the left bank 
of the Budrawar rivulet, until ic opens into an amphitheatre whose 
lower grounds are covered with rice fields, whilst the flats and easy 

ch cultivated, thickly studded with villages, 


slopes around it were mu: 
which were usually overshadowed by noble deodar-trees, and seemed to 
n in 


be altogether in a much better state than those I had usually see 
other parts of the mountains.” 


Vigne presents his impressions about Bhadarwah in the following 


words: 
“...1 thought the town was nearly twice as large as Kishtawar, and 
A great proportion 


containing between two and three hundred houses. 

of the population of all these mountain towns is Kashmirians, who 
have fled thither to avoid the exactions of the Sikh governors of their 
native country.” 

“The direction of the principal bazaar, 
upwards toward the castle, which commands the town. It is a large 
square fort, chiefly built of large blocks of slate clay, and is found in the 
vicinity. It is altogether a stronger-looking place than most of the hill 
forts, but is commanded from the wooded eminences behind it.” 


or street, is southwesterly, and 
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While portraying the food conditions of the area, Vigne has als 
drawn a true picture of the inexpensivencss and the abundance of foog 


products in those times, as under: 
“Four ser of wheat flour, equal to 3lbs. English, were usually sold for 


somewhat less than a penny; and three ser of rice and eight ser of barley 


were obtainable at the same price. A fine sheep could be purchased for 
a rupis about 2s. Eng! r seemed to be well supplied. It 


contained about two hundred and fifty shawl-looms, but their produce 
is of inferior quality. It is celebrated for the manufacture of very prett- 
ly carved combs, cut from the wood of the byr-apple, or jujube. In the 
summertime, Chamba may be reached in four or five days by a lofty 
pass over the surrounding mountains, and Bisuli (Basohli) is attainable 
in about the same time by another pass, called Chatru Dhaar. Both 
were closed by snow when I was there in January 1839.” 

Vigne has also mentioned his experience in discovering, the supersti- 
tions regarding the presence of witches in Kishewar and Bhadarwah, in 


the following words: 

“Ar Budrawar, I saw an old woman, who had just been brought in as 
a witch, or Dyn. If any man in authority lie ill and his disease does not 
yield to the use of medicine, the search is made for any old woman 
whose feet turn inwards, and she is accused of being a witch, and her 


nose is perhaps cut off, or, perhaps, she is put to death. The poor crea 
ture was brought to me, at my request. A more witch-like expression, I 
certainly never saw. She was terribly frightened at first, but became less 
so when she knew that I was interceding for her, and I succeeded in 
saving her from harm whilst I remained in the town. One of the punish- 
ments inflicted is branding on the forehead with a red-hot copper coin.” 

“The inhabitants of Alpine Panjab (Punjab) are generally Hindus. 
They are a well-made and active race, shorter and stouter than the in- 
habitants of the plains, more handsome in their features; lighter in 
complexion, and milder and more obliging in their manners.”” 

Frederick Drew in “The Jammoo and Kashmir Territories” me 
of Bhadarwah from page number 103 to 105, as under: 

‘The town of Bhadarwah is a busy, and, for such a hill country: 4 
comparatively large place. I estimate that there are 600 or 700 houses 


ntions 
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and about 3000 inhabitants. Bhadarwah has an open market-place, a 
long straight street leading to the Fort, two or three other Bazaars, two 
mosques, and a large temple.” ; 

«||, Iris built almost entirely of Deodar wood; the framework of the 
houses is altogether of wood; only between the double plank-walls, the 
spaces are filled in with stones, sometimes laid loose and sometimes 
cemented with mud; most of the houses have a sloped shingle-roof. 
‘There is a curious plan of building up pillars for the corners, and some- 
times for the middle supports, of the houses and the temples. Square 
slabs of wood a few inches thick are placed upright in pairs, one pair 
being surmounted by another at right angles, and so on alternatively.” 

“The waters of one of the streams come through the very middle of 
the town, and branches from it are brought through all the streets. Both 
in among the buildings and all around the place, fruit-trees are grow- 
ing- apple, pear, mulberry, apricot and cherry, and there are poplars, 
and a few Chinars or plane trees.” 

He further writes: 

“These characteristics, 
Kashmiri people who live in the town, 
‘Chota Kashmir’, or Little Kashmir.” 

“More than half of the inhabitants of Bhadarwah itself are Kashmiri; 
hrow into the shade the original Hindu inhabitants; they 
ment, numbers of them are 


combined with the presence of numbers of 
have gained for it the name 


these quite t 
have adopted almost all kinds of employ: 
shopkeepers, and numbers more are occupied in making shawls, on 
orders from Amritsar and Nurpur. Some Kashmiris have land, and cul- 
indeed, do this for half of the year, and fol- 


tivare it themselves; some, 
g snowy winter.” 


low shawl-weaving for the other half - during the lon 

“Around are several villages of Kashmiris; but here, outside the town, 
they are much outnumbered by the Bhadarwahis, the older inhabi- 
tants. [ could not find out at what time so many Kashmiris settled here, 
but, from the absence of any distinct tradition on the subject, we may 
conclude that it was three or four generations ago.” 

“An elevation of 5400 feet above the sea gives the place at this time 
of the year an agreeable temperature, that makes it a favourite with 
many. Sometimes Gorkhas from the British Regiment at Bakloh, bring- 
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ing their wives and families, spend their leave at Bhadarwah, wh 
they can get the advantage of fine air and cheap living,” ss 

“On a spur, some 300 hundred feet above the town, is the For, 5 
square building of combined wood and stone, with bastions of Mains 
ry work, Nearby are some remains of the former residence of the old 
Rajas. The Rajas of Bhadarwah were Mian Rajputs; they are allied, as to 
caste, with the families that ruled over Basoli (Basohli) and Kulu,” 

Charles Ellison Bates has written about the same Fort in “A Gazer. 
teer of Kashmir” as under: 

“The town is commanded from the west by a Fort standing on a hill 
about 300 feet high; it’s a large scale building, with bastions of each 
corner, chiefly build of large blocks of slate clay, that hardens by long 
exposure to the sun and air; it is found in the vicinity; the walls have 
holes for musketry, and the fort is said to mount four guns, and to have 
a garrison of fifty men. The position is commanded by superior heights 
within easy range from the south and the west.” 

He also writes about the town, as follows: 

“The chief town in the province of the same name is situated in a 
beautiful and cultivated valley, lying about a quarter of a mile to the 
west of the left bank of the Neeru river, which flows beneath the town 
in a deep channel between high banks strewn with large boulders; it is 
crossed by two kadal bridges, one to the north-east of the town, below 
the village of Haripur, and the other to the south-east, on the pass lead- 
ing to the village of Dredja; the river may also be forded in places.” 

“There are over 400 houses in the town, 200 being inhabited by 
Hindus; there are also 60 Hindu shop-keepers in the bazaar, and 50 
shal-bafs (shawl weavers), besides 160 other Mohamedan families; there 
are said to be about 400 looms, but of this number only about half are 
in work.” 

“The houses are built of undressed stones and mud, connecting by 
layers of timber, and are generally single-storied, with flat roofs; 4 few 
of the better sort are double-storied, and have pent roofs. The streets are 
roughly paved with stones and are uneven and dirty. Supplies ate cheap 
and plentiful, rice being exported in considerable quantities. There 

said to be seven springs in the town, which is also abundantly supplie 
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with water by a channel flowing from the Neeru River, from the neigh 
bourhood of the village of Monda. The Shawls au aecualan 
Bhadrawar are of a coarse description; the shalbafs, however, consider- 
able freedom, and their earning average four and a half rupees per men- 
sem (British Currency). 

“Owing to the difficulties of the passes by which it must be ap- 
proached, the commerce of Bhadrawar is confined to local produce, 
and toa limited trade in pashmina with Basaoli (Basohli), in return for 
which a few British commodities are imported; a duty, amounting to 
about 1 %, is levied on goods passing through the town.”!*” 

George Forster has written about Bhadarwah in his travelogue: 

“When I reached the place of Padri, Bhadarwah looked to me as if it 
were in Switzerland.” He had travelled to Bhadarwah in 1778. The 
beauty of the Bhadarwah town has been condensed in one of Mirza 
Arif Beigh’s essay in the following beautiful words: 

“Bhadarwah town is very much like a little Kashmir. The emerald 
colour of the mountains seems like a sapphire embedded in a ring. Like 
Kashmir, it owns everything that is so beautiful and utterly magnifi- 
cent.”?3) 

Nasir A. Zargar, on the page number 211 of “The valley of Chenab” 
mentions of the valley and the Bhadarwah town in the following words: 

“The Bhadarwah valley presents a beautiful amalgam of old rustic 
beauty and dazzling modernism, and the town a colourful show of an- 
cient elegance and contemporary affluence. So, this forms the magic of 
this beautiful land; this is the magic of Bhadarwah.” 


The Location and the Boundaries of Bhadarwah 

In the “Gazetteer of Kashmir” written by Charles Ellison Bates, the 
latitude of Bhadarwah proper has been shown as 32° 59” and longitude 
as 75° 45’, while as its height above sea level has been shown as 5427 ft. 
According to Professor Shabir Ahmad Qazi, Bhadarwah is located be- 
tween 35°30’ and 76°15’ East longitude and 32° 50’ and 33° 10’ North 
latitude. In the words of Jenab S.D. Swatantra: 

“The forest areas of this Division lie between 
and 76° 15’ and North Latitudes 32°52’ and 3 


East longitudes 75°32’ 
8°11’. Ir’s bounded on 
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the north by the Chenab river and the Kishtwar Mlaga, on the 
Kishtwar and Chamba /agas, and on the south by Chamba B, 
Hlaga and on the west by Doda and Marmat Galiyan,”)541 

According to a famous tourist G.T. Vigne, “The town of Bhadarwah 
is located at a distance of 102 miles to the northeast of Jammu; ar 56 
miles in the south of Kishtwar; at 60 miles to the northwest of Chamba 
and at 65 miles to the north of Basohli.” When Vigne reached Bhadar. 
wah during his tour, “he was reminded of England” seeing its location, 
This most beautiful town of District Doda is located exactly in the 
centre of the Bhadarwah valley and is prospered in the bosom of mighty 
snow-laden mountains swathed in different kinds of wild trees, which 
enhance its beauty, grandeur, and charisma. Whereas on the one hand 
the villages and small hamlets inhabited between dense forests of hill- 
ocks, heights, and mountains slopes augment its charm; on the other, 
the terraced and waving fields located on the slopes and the bases of 
mountains captivate the hearts of the onlookers along with the gushing 
waters of its various canals and rivers. The pleasant climate of this re- 
gion in the summers becomes a reason for the relief and delight for the 
locals as well as the tourists. Conversely, the winters are cold. The tem- 
perature of this region ranges from 18°C to 30°C. By the help of the 
newly constructed roads, this town is now only 252 kilometers away 
from Srinagar and only 201 Kilometers from Jammu. The distance be- 
tween Bhadarwah and Basohli is around 166 kilometers while it is 105 
kilometers from Bhadarwah to Chamba. This town is connected with 
the National Highway at the place called Pul Doda. This road is 29 
kilometers long. In the other direction, it is connected through some 
pedestrian routes with Bhalesa. Among these connecting routes, be- 
sides Qataar Dhaar, Kanthi Dhaar, Baach Dhaar, Gandoh, the routes of 
Bhadarwah, Jai, Joura, Malano, and Kahra are also included. This town 
also bears a lot of internal toads which connect this town with many 
adjoining villages, details of which have been given in the separate part 
of this book. 

“The beautiful and stunning town of Bhadarwah is located on the 
tight bank towards the west of Canal Neeru, Its soil is extremely fertile 
and water is present in abundance, Usually, the water of its springs § 


EAbtition§ \B7} 


cold during the summers and vice-versa, She evtive area of the Neeru 
valley in proce and blooming, with forests that are truly i trea- 
sure houses of ite grecn gold, Settlements and yrecnery are widely dis- 
persed all around. People are joyous, industrious, xdf-sufficient and 
educated. A reflection of Nature's beauty can be noticed in the resern- 
bling, stark features of its people. Recreational centers and health revorts 
of this town are eye-catchy and indeed magnetising,”” 


The Reorganisation of the Municipal Systern of Bhadarwah 
‘Town 

In the words of Pandit Shiv Ji Dhaar, Bhadarwah held the status of 
adistrice until the year 1881, and its headquarters was at Bhadarwab 
proper, In the times of the old kings, this town was the Caliph’s head- 
quarters (Capital) of a kingdom. During the reign of Dogra Kings, ic 
was the headquarters of an estate. The report on the Revenue Settle- 
ment of Bhadarwah was drafted in the year 1894, Until some years 
back, there was initially a Town Area Committee set up in Bhadarwah 
town which was later transformed into Notified Area Committes. In 
the year 2005, the new government upgraded its status to thar ofa 
Municipal Committee. Established on 13 wards a proper election was 
conducted for this committee in the year 2005, in which the candi- 
dates of the Congress Party won 10 seats with a vast majority while 
one seat each was bagged by the P.D.P. and National Conference re- 
spectively. One independent candidate was also declared as successful, 
who later joined the Conggsess Party. The members of the committee 
unanimously decided to elect Javed Iqbal, the cousin (paternal uncle's 
son) of Jenab Ghulam Nabi Azad, Chief Minister of state Jammu and 
Kashinir and son of late Ghulam Rasool Azad as the Chairman of the 
committee, who is now seen taking a profound interest in the con- 
structional works, ensuring of Healthcare facilities and various other 
political and social affairs. Earlier, this committee would work under 
the supervision of Sub-Divisional Magistrate. ‘The notified area of the 
Municipal committee has been recorded as 5.50 km? which includes 
many localities. The names of new wards are as under: 
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. Mohalla Saraf 

. Gun Path Mohalla 
Mohalla Khakhal 
Mohalla Vasuk Derah 
Ganai Mohalla 

. Mohalla Haveli 
Mohalla Dhaaram Pora 
- Mohalla Jamia Masjid 
. Mohalla Qillah 

10. Qasaban Mohalla 

11. Mohalla Pasri 

12. Mohalla Addah 


VON AW AOD & 


The town of Bhadarwah is continuing to expand on all sides with 
the passage of time. Among new villages, Mohalla Pasri along with 
Green Colony has already expanded almost until Village Kotli. Iqbal 
Colony is rapidly spreading to the north of Mohalla Adduh and to the 
south of Rivulet Halya. Similarly, to the lower part of Mohalla Sarafan, 
a new well-populated Mohalla has emerged out on both sides of the 
approach road that passes between Girls Higher Secondary School and 
Boys Higher Secondary School. In the western part of Pasri Mohalla 
that is, on the left bank of Rivulet Chinot there has been a mushroom 
growth of new houses. Also in the south of Mohalla Vasuk Derah, alot 
of new houses are being constructed at Panj Chalan and its external 
teaches, thereby expanding the region until the lower parts of the vil 
lage Poneja. In the external part of the old region of Mohalla Thar 
that is, in the Kahi area, another Mohalla has also taken birth. Fs 
growing houses and shops are overcrowding the west of Seeri market 
towards the Gupt Ganga. As a matter of fact, the vast Paddy fields a* 
now shrinking more and more with every passing day because of th 
construction of the houses and bungalows. Accordingly, it is also affect 
ing the Serenity of the environs of Bhadarwah town. In spite of it, 
still existing halo of dense forests on the high mountains; and the a 
located in the backdrop of lush green forests at a height of - 
Kailash Kund’s giant Mountainous rocks and peaks in its sourhwe 
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and nearby meadows of Sewaj Dhaar; pastures; Bhadarwah-Basohli 
road and the snow-covered glacier of Ashapati in the midst of Bhadar- 
wah-Chamba road located towards southwest; and also the innumera- 
ble beautiful hamlets and villages along with the stunning range of Hi- 
malayan mountains bedecked with the forest covers would always keep 
on enhancing the striking splendor of this town. Kailash Mountain is 
almost 15 miles away from the town of Bhadarwah. Its height is 14600 
ft above sea level. 


The Population of Bhadarwah Town (1839-2001) 


G.T. Vigne has written in his travelogue that Bhadarwah then consist- 
ed of only 300 houses (that is, in the year 1839) and people from Kash- 
mir had settled here after migrating due to various reasons like for escap- 
ing the tyranny of the Sikh Governors, droughts and natural disasters. 

When Charles Ellison Bates came to Bhadarwah in 1885, he men- 
tioned of 400 houses in the Bhadarwah town among which 300 be- 
longed to Hindus. The mention of their 60 shops and 50 shawl weavers 
exists in his travelogues. There were 160 houses that belonged to Mus- 
lims and also 400 shawl looms existed. Drew has mentioned of some 
600-700 houses accommodating around 3000 inhabitants in this town. 
According to the year 1911 census, the population of Bhadarwah town 
was 2563 which rose to 2895 persons in the year 1931. It means that 
during this span of time there was a mere increase of 332 persons in the 
town. According to the year 1981 census, the total population of Bha- 
darwah town was 6075 and the literacy rate was 55.32 %. In the same 
there were some 955 houses in the town. Out of the total popula- 
er and total females were 2966 while in 
n consisted of only 4129 per- 

the total population of Bha- 
males and 4496 females. The 


year, 
tion, males were 3109 in numb: 
the year 1961 the population of this tow: 
sons. According to the year 2001 census, 
darwah was 10849 which included 6353 
total literates in the town were 8270 in number which included 5327 
males and 2943 females. The total literacy rate was 84.94 % out of 
which the percentage of men is said to be 92.56 % while that of wom- 
en as 93.91%. The literacy rate of the females here is the maximum 


among all the other parts of the District.” 
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Old and New Mohallas, Streets, Lanes, 


and Markets 
Mohalla Khakhal 


In the western part of the Bhadarwah town, a Mohalla spread 
around a field has been named as Mohalla Khakhal for the reason that 
people would heap up their paddy in this field and then after spread- 
ing the ricks (khal) of paddy, would trample them under the moving 
oxen before beating it by the tall thick branches so as to get the rice in 
husk. This is how the place has earned its name as Mohalla Khakhal, 
ie. a field for laying ‘khal’ (ricks). There is still an old existing Maple 
tree (Chinar) in it, under the shade of which the people delight even 
today. 
There is also an old temple existing in the northeastern corner of 
Khakhal, which is known as the temple of “Durga Devi” (name of a 
Hindu goddess). This is the field where every year ‘Mela Patt’ (a local 
festivity) is organized. It is normally popular as “Kud ka Mela” among 
the populace. Some people belonging to the old Paul Dynasty of Bha- 
darwah still reside in this Mohalla. Its eastern side is inhabited by Kor- 
wals, Thakurs, and Brahmins. In its southern side, people belonging t0 
Pandit community called “Rajgurus” reside, among which one clan is 
that of ‘Koul’ who had been specially called from the Kashmir valley to 
Bhadarwah for educating the Kings. There are Thakur (Landlords) 
households in its northern parts. Firaashan and Kashmiri Pandits also 
dwell here. On the one side of the field, a couple of families belong (© 
Mirza clan have settled in while as Kotwals and Manhas reside in the 
western parts. Adjacent to it towards the lower parts are found the de 
scendants of the family of Shiv Saran Zaildar. There are also some Pp 
— pre kings near this field, ruined over the passag° of 
cated a cl au ; eee anes these palaces, along which was 
dace ne past spring of Rajno Gadi particularly utilized by 
a : n the upper part of this spring, people belongins 0 
are settled. This spring has almost disa ared now: 
People belonging to Qadyani oe Pps ad 
ging to Qadyani and Mirzayi sects are settled here. Ina' 
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dition to them, some households related to Jogi Rajputs and Paruhats 
are also settled in these lower parts. 


Mohalla Vasuk Derah 


To the northeast of the Mohalla Khakhal, there is a densely populat- 
ed Mohalla which is known as Vasuk Derah after the name of ‘Vasuk 
Nag’. There is an old temple of ‘Vasuki Nag’ located in this Mohalla, 
wherein the statues of Vasuk Nag and of his devotee Jimutvahana have 
been installed. This temple was built by Raja Nag Paul in the 16" cen- 
tury B.C. There is also the temple of “Bhadrakali’ Devi (a Hindu god- 
dess) towards its rear part. The temple is said to have been built by Raja 
Radhak Paul. This Mohalla provides an abode to various families of 
Gupta, Mehta, Koul, Sheikh, Goni, and Kotwal clans. 


Mohalla Kundaan 

There is a Mohalla established in the south of the Seeri market which 
is known as the Kundaan Mohalla. It is connected with the Seeri mar- 
ket with the help of a lane. In the other direction, from the place of 
Sargadh stream and from the end point of the Sadar Market, another 
route passes through the mohalla which goes further towards Mohalla 
Khakhal. This Mohalla is also densely populated. Besides Mehta and 
Kundaan Chadak clans, some Muslim households are also established 
here. Muslims have also constructed a mosque here which is widely 


known as “Kashu Masjid”. 
Mohalla Dhaaram Pora 


Mohalla Dhaarampora is set up in the intermediate part of the Ha- 
layan stream which itself passes along the front of the Jamia Masjid and 
Sargadh rivulet. This Mohalla would earlier connect these two parts 
through a small bridge. For many years now, an iron bridge has also 
been constructed on the metaled road in its western part for the conve- 
nience of vehicular movement. This road passes through the Sadar 
Market and reaches the market of Seeri. The road passing through Mo- 
halla Thadha proceeds to Mohalla Khakhal separating Mohalla 
Dhaaram Pora from the Mohalla Haveli. In Dhaarmpora, many houses 


|92| The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


have been established besides a Sadar market, which includes an old 
Muslim family belonging to Malik clan, who are counted AMONG the 
most affluent families of the region. They say that the founder of thig 
lineage was himself a Hindu Rajput who had embraced Islam and fe. 
named himself as Abdul Khalig. His children included Asim Malik 
who later gave birth to the highly celebrated person of his times Mun. 
shi Ghulam Rasoo! Malik and also to Munshi Ghulam Ahmad Malik 
There are now a lot of sects split from this lineage who have now settled 
individually at different places. Many families related to Mochi clan 
have occupied the northern part of the Dhaarm Pora, many of whom 
are predominantly janitors who look after the cleaning of the city, 
However, many of them are now getting educated and render their 
services in many respected positions. Some have still carried on their 
old occupation while others have associated themselves with the cot- 
tage industry of cobbling. In the southern side of this Mohalla other 
clans have also settled in that include Kelu, Tak, Dand, Halvayi, and 
Wani. There is also an ancient temple located here. 


Mohalla Haveli 

In the southeastern part of Mohalla Masjid and Mohalla Dhaarm 
Pora, a Mohalla named as “Haveli” is established, where residential pal- 
aces of the ministers had been constructed during the reign of Paul 
Kings. In this connection, it has been named as Mohalla Haveli (Hate- 
Hi: a large stately house/a palace). None of these mansions or Havelis 
survives today. It is related that during the regime of Raja Daya Paul; 
Mohammad Teg Singh, the prince of Kishtwar under the management 
of his minister Lakhpat Padhyar had dispatched a detachment of sol- 
diers commanded by Mirza Shah to attack upon Bhadarwah that ran- 
sacked Mohalla Haveli and the fort of Bhadarwah, etc. and reduced 
Bhadarwah to ashes before plundering it completely. The details about 
this incident have been furnished separately in the part of this book 
related to the history of Bhadarwah. After this assault, these Havelis 
could never be reconstructed. Today many residential houses have been 
erected at the places where these Havelis once existed. This Mohalla is 
densely populated. It is also known as “Mohalla Qasaban” after the 
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Qasaban (meat-vendors or butchers) or Ganayis who have settled h 

in scores. A mosque belonging to Mirza clan has also been ssn 
here. Some of these people had associated themselves with their school 
of thought “Mirzaiyat’. Besides Muslims, there are also people from 
other sections that have settled here, for example, of Mattoo, Kundaan 
and Kotwal clans. There is also a graveyard, two mosques, ind one Ma- 
drasa to the northwest of the Mohalla in addition to a vast Idgah (prayer 
ground) in the lower parts of which many new constructions have come 
up now. After the great storm of Bhadarwah, this area had been filled 
with gigantic rocks which have now been cleared off and consequently, 
a new Mohalla has emerged out. 


Mohalla Sarafan 


In the southern part of the Seeri market, a densely populated Moha- 
Ila is known as Mohalla Sarafan. It is narrated that Sarafs, a caste of 
Kashmiri Pandits, initially inhabited the place. This was how the Mo- 
halla derived its name as Saraf or Sarafan. Even now, some famous and 
educated Pandit families with the surname ‘Koul’ live here. Historian 
Dr Preetam Kishan Koul, who is an expert of languages besides being 
conversant with geology and has been hailed for writing many books 
including the history of District Doda “Himalayan Principalities”, be- 
longs to this Mohalla. Another clan of the Pandit community Raina 
also resides here but the majority is still held by Muslims. 

Offices of the Department of Forests and a sub-district hospital are 
located in this Mohalla. In its lower parts along the approach road, two 
higher secondary schools besides an office for Mutual Help and Subsi- 
dy and an Exchange, have been established. There are also some magnif- 
icent grand houses constructed here whose one end lies at Korli and the 
other extends up to Neeru that flows along village Raenduh. Parnala 
spring is one of the old and famous springs of the place. There has also 
been constructed a big mosque in the Mohalla, wherein congregational 
Friday prayers are also arranged. A construction committee has been 
given the responsibility for its upkeep and maintenance. Besides Kash- 
miri Pandits, the Mohalla inhabits a lot of Muslim clans too which in- 
clude Qureshi, Dhobi, Sheikh, Rangrez, Najar, Gunday, Kral, Bhat, 
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Reshi clans, Among Hindus, the majority is held by the clans sin 
Heh , 


Gupta, Mehta, and Bhagat, ete, 


Mohalla ‘Thadha 


Mohalla Thadha is also an old Mohalla, which is located around th, 
Police and Tehsil offices. In its southern part is located Mohalla May i 
whereas Mohalla Qillah is located in its western direction, Rivufey Halyg 
is located in its east across which lies the Mohalla Haveli, A road Pras 
through Mohalla Thadha from the market of Mohalla Masjid and tals 
at the wooden bridge built across the Rivulet Halya where it divides inw 
three parts, cach in the direction of Mohalla Haveli, Mohalla Khaki 
and Mohalla Dhaarm Pora respectively. ‘These roads are always buy 
with the movement of people. Flowing out from its west, a small cand 
flows through the middle of it while in the other direction Rivulet Halya 
demarcates its eastern boundary, Towards its south, a road passing 
through the market of Mohalla Masjid marks its southern boundary. 

This Mohalla is also densely populated. Muslims belonging to the 
castes such as Hajam, Mangnoun, Mir, Ganai, Sheikh, etc. are inhabit- 
ed in one of its parts. Towards the interior of the market road, Muslim 
castes such as Khateeb, Kichloo, Dand, Shor Gadu, Tak, Bhat and Su- 
harwardy, Farash and Shawl dwell. ‘The residence of Master Abdul Ge- 
far Kichloo is also located in this Mohalla. In the internal and externd 
courtyards of the court buildings, the shrines of two Sufi saints have 
been constructed which are popularly known as Sai Moonch Marood 
and Sai Pathar Todh and stand as the resorts thronged by every class of 
the society. Given that the offices and courts of $.D.M., $.P, 5.H.0. 
Naib Tahsildar (Deputy Tahsildar), Session Judge, Munsif, etc. are si 
uated here, this Mohalla has become very lively and dynamic. There 
was also an old nursery situated here which has been transferred © the 
Department of Education some time back wherein a High school 
also been established now. Before the year 1947, a Gurdwara had 
been constructed adjacent to this nursery, whose construction 
started by a Tahsildar. Because of the diminutive size of the Sikh pop” 
lation, this Gurdwara fell prey to utter negligence and thereby deter” 
rated over the passage of time. 
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Mohalla Masjid 


‘Towards the east of Mohalla Qillah and Mohalla Pasri and the west 
of Seeri Market, a densely populated Mohalla can be seen, which is 
known as the Mohalla Masjid. It has been named after an old mosque. 

This Mohalla was also adversely affected by a storm in the year 1928 
B.C., which had cost many lives and enormous material wealth. The 
Jamia Masjid has now been constructed on modern lines and is one of 
the most famous mosques of the District. 

Jamia Masjid is located on the banks of Rivulet Halya. A wide road 
for the traffic movement runs along its front facade. A strong bridge has 
also been constructed for the same in the Mohalla. The Sadar Market 
was also widened to allow hassle-free movement of the vehicles. Shops 
have been constructed on both the sides of the market of Mohalla Mas- 
jid. A lot of shops have also been made near the Jamia Masjid. For the 
irrigational purposes, an old stream exists in this Mohalla of the town 
which irrigates Mohalla Adduh and its lower lying areas. It is known as 
‘Charot Nahar’ (rivulet) since ancient times. 

There is a shrine of Gandhar Shah ® located in the Mohalla, which 
is always overcrowded by people. The entire population of the Moha- 
Ila is almost constituted by Muslims. A lot of clans have settled in this 
Mohalla which includes Peer or Rafiqi, Khateeb, Bhat, Reshu, Shinali, 
Mangnoun, Tak, Zargar, Chaan, Shapoo, Baba, Nishani, Pathan, 
Wani, Qazi, Dev, Najar, Goni, Malik, Khaldu, Sanbari, Bhawani, etc. 
Asa matter of fact, this Mohalla has always excelled a lot in terms of 
education too. It has also given birth to a great poet like Rasa Javedani. 
Mohalla Addah is also a part of this Mohalla which is located in the 
proximity of the old Bus stand. In fact, a new Mohalla is also appear- 
ing in its low lying areas, wherein a mosque has already been con- 


structed. 


Mohalla Pasri 

The Mohalla touching the western boundary of Mohalla Masjid is 
known as Mohalla Pasri which is spread towards the southeastern sides 
of Mohalla Qilla. This Mohalla did not contain a huge population ear- 


lier when its terraced paddy fields looked very pleasant but now many 
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magnificent houses have been constructed in its western field 

‘ : . S. 
population majorly includes the employed class as well as the trad The 
the area. eof 


A two-storied mosque has been constructed exactly in the midd! 
this Mohalla, which is attached with a Hammam (a specific room he . 
ed by an underlying furnace), one guest house, a store and a cou ae 
washrooms. Late Abdul Aziz Khan had played a key role in hie 
struction of this mosque, whereas the local population got the ~ 
struction of the mosque completed by contributing generously to the 
requisite financial aids. There is also an ancient temple located in this 
Mohalla, which had been once constructed in wood but it has also been 
renovated now on the modern lines. Pujaris (Hindu Priests) belonging 
to the Bhairava Yogi clan safeguard it. Kashmiri Pandits also frequent 
this temple for worshipping and for other religious concerns. A lot of 
clans are settled in Mohalla Pasri which include Wani, Zargar or Ghadi 
Saaz (watch-makers), Shapoo, Khateeb, Thokar, Bhat, Tak, Malik, 
Azad (Bhat), Bhagwan, Shah, Qazi, Jolahay, etc. Some people have also 
settled here from outside. 


Mohalla Green Colony 


Since some time, a new Mohalla has been rapidly emerging on both 
sides of the highway in the lower parts of the Pasri. Some of its parts 
have extended up to Dak Bungalow and the college, while in the other 
direction it has spread along the approach road until Village Kotli 
Some of its parts were attached with the Pasri itself that was largely 
covered by agricultural fields. Similarly, swaying paddy fields existed 
around the approach line too, which have now been consumed by two 
to three-storied houses. This Mohalla consists of the lineages such as of 
Mir, Qazi, Khateeb, Rafiqi, Baba, Goni, Dogra, Tak, Shapoo, Zargat 
Mughal, Magray, Jamwal and Wani, etc. Adjacent to the Dak Bunga 
low Bhadarwah, a three-storied mosque has also been constructed. The 
road passing from it has recently been widened and metaled. The Mo- 
halla also contains the office of Power Department and also the govern: 
ment quarters of the Department of Road and Buildings. Nearby 's 
located a Degree college and also a Sub-office of the Cultural Academy, 
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etc. Nowadays, the sub-campus of Jammu University is also function- 
ing in some residential houses of the Mohalla, for which the buildings 
are simultaneously being constructed in the expansive fields of the vil- 


lage Songli. 


Mohalla Qilla 

Aroad through Mohalla Masjid passing along the steps made on the 
straight ascent, heads towards the popular Bhadarwah Fort, on both 
sides of which is located a densely populated Mohalla, named after this 
fort as “Mohalla Qilla” (Qilla: A fort). A beautiful mosque has been 
constructed in the western area of this Mohalla which is next to the 
shrine of Hazrat Syed Sad Sahib™. The fort presents an enchanting 
sight in the backdrop of lush green forests. This fort is actually located 
in the Village Runta where people from the Balowria clan belonging to 
the Rajput branch reside. This village is also known as Mednipur, after 
the King Raja Medni Paul. 

The beautiful houses of the Mohalla 
gance of the entire town. At a couple of furlongs below the fort, the 


Bhadarwah-Basohli road has been constructed, another branch of 
which as Bhadarwah-Chamba road moves towards Chamba through 
Village Naalthi Basti. Nowa link road taken out from this road towards 


the fort is nearing its completion. 


Famous Lanes, Alleys, and Markets of Bhadarwah 

The oldest market of Bhadarwah is the Seeri Bazaar, which is also 
normally called as Chougan. It is said that after the city of Donga Nagar 
got ruined, a new city had started flourishing near a very large field 
“Seri” existing at the same place of destruction, which later also spread 
eastwards. Many shops have been constructed on both sides of the road 
which include some steel workshops and also a small mill for extracting 
oil from the Deodar trees. Linguistically, a big plot of land is called a 
“Seeri”, and this must be the justification for the name of this market. 
Prior to the year 1947, a Mandi would be set up in the lawn of this 
market that resembled a Chougan (an expansive ground). During it, 


wrestling bouts and fairs would be organized. But the charm of this 


Qillah have become the ele- 
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Mandi and Market tarnished with the opening of the Bhalesa-Thar, 
road. This was because of the fact that the entire business in this Map : 
depended on Bhalesa. 
Now its intermediate part has been metaled. After demoli 
building of Town Area Committee, this “Chougan” has be 
widened. Normally, it is now used for different political 
marches. Even though shops still line the entire Seeri Bazaa 
a loss of its old charm! It is this market through which Chinta-Jai toad 
passes from Bhadarwah. And towards the northern direction, an ap- 
proach road has been made until Sartingal. It is from this place thar 
buses depart from Bhadarwah to Doda, Kishtwar, Thathri, Gandoh, 
and Batote, to Srinagar as well as to Jammu. Because of this reason, the 
place has retained some of its old appeal and charm. The other market 
known popularly as the Takya Bazaar is located adjacent to the Seeri 
Bazaar. This Bazaar has been named after Hazrat Sai Siddique Shah, 
It also contains a lot of shops and is ranked second in terms of business 
just after Seeri Bazaar. Sadar Bazaar is located eastwards of the Rivuler 
Halya in the exact middle of Mohalla Dhaarm Pora which is near Mo- 
halla Masjid. It also contains many shops constructed along both sides 
of the road. Due to the widening of the road, the charm of this Bazaar 
has increased. In the 18 century, this part of the city was constructed 
during the teign of Raja Medni Paul (1707-1735). Among the notable 
Bazaars of Bhadarwah, adjacent to the Seeri Bazaar to the northeast is 
located the ‘Mandir Bazaar’, which lies in the lower part of the Seeri 
Bazaar. This Bazaar has been named after Lakshmi Narayan Temple 
that had been built by the local Wazirs during the regime of Maharaja 
Pratap Singh. It is therefore also known as the “Wazir Mandir’. 
“Ganpat Bazaar” is located on the Bhadarwah Sartingal approach 
toad towards the southeast of the Seeri Bazaar. Because of the temple of 
Ganpat Madi in between, it has been named as ‘Ganpat Bazaar’, This is 
a lively market, the road of which needs further widening. The temple 
of Vasuki Nag is also located eastwards in this market. There is a pede 
trian walkway passing through this Bazaar which leads towards Village 


Dhaareeja. Because of the rush of vehicles, this Bazaar always looks " 
vacious and energetic, 


Shing the 
en largely 
tallies and 
r but what 
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Among the old Bazaars of Bhadarwah, there is a Bazaar located in 
the midst of Mohalla Masjid. A lot of shops have been constructed on 
both sides of the road. From the business point of view, this Bazaar does 
not bear much importance, although, in summers due to the arrival 
and activities of the Gujjars (cowherds), the area gets rid of its bleak- 
ness. Also because of the nearness of the courts, the place always wit- 
nesses a great hustle and bustle of the people. Another branch goes 
from Jamia Masjid to the old Bus station. Fot widening the road, the 
dilapidated shops constructed on it have been razed to the ground and 
further rebuilt as per modern standards. There are also some shops con- 
structed in some lanes and alleys which cater to the needs of these 
Mohallas to some extent. 


Bhadarwah Valley Under the impact of Natural Calamities 


Located at a height of 1634 meters above sea level and 32°09’ N 
Latitude and 75° 43’ E longitude, the town of Bhadarwah had to face 
many unforeseen calamities since its beginning, which kept on altering 
its territorial history. Where the great storm of the year 1928 incurred 
heavy loss of men and material both upon its central part as well as the 
surroundings of Bhadarwah; there on the other hand, in the starting of 
the 20" century, Sadar Bazaar was viciously blazed by a horrifying fire 
that completely gutted dozens of its shops and razed them down to 
ashes, due to which many affluent families were left devastated. Later, 
in the fourth quarter of the same century, another incident of fire oc- 
curred that engulfed the entire Seeri Bazaar and Takya Bazaar due to 
which many shops were reduced to heaps of ashes causing heavy losses 
to the owners. After it, during the communal riots in the year 1947 the 
shops of the town, the houses and the property on both sides were 
largely damaged in the arson. A couple of months prior to this inci- 
dent, the Bhadarwah Valley was rocked by a series of powerful earth- 
quakes which largely harmed the houses, etc. of the region. Again in 
1987 BC, a vigorous storm not only lashed at Bhadarwah but also 
amazed the fields, produce, water mills, etc. of many other villages. 
shadarwah-Doda highway was also washed away by it and many pre- 
lous lives were also lost. This storm intensely deepened the level of 
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many rivers and canals, Because of the consequent long term devasta- 
tion of the roads, people of the place suffered at large. 
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The Valley Of Bhalesa 


Bhalesa—An Introduction 


pa eae and a litterateur who has earned pride for District Doda Mr. 
ad Ullah Shad Fareed Abadi Sahib introduces the place of Bhale- 
sa in one of his articles “District Doda and Urdu Language and Litera- 
ture” in the following beautiful words: 

“Although amidst the tall lofty mountains, this concealed moun- 
tainous region is alluring on account of its beautiful meadows and nat- 
ural beauty, yet it still awaits more embellishment of its grace through 
development. People are diligent and passionate expeditors. The barri- 
ers of mountains and its remoteness have not been able to prevent the 
light of education from reaching its internal parts. In addition to the 
formal education, the sense of political awareness and self-conscious- 
ness has been rapidly growing among the people, unlike until the re- 
cent past when people of this valley like other residents of Doda would 
dance to the tunes of any visiting outsiders out of their naivety. The 
traditions of poetry and languages date back to ancient times but only 
if People had the time to craft and embellish them! A number of poets 
and litterateurs have kept hovering here into sight from time to time. 
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Some flowers among them have bloomed proving their literary worth 
and faded away, the fragrances of many others have been acknowledged 
while the major lot has still been left entranced in their own Worlds 
The natural beauty is bountiful. It is just that genuine admirers of bein, 
ty are tarried for. This place breeds art as much as the artists but again 
that there is a dearth of those who could just appraise its importance, 
And whoever did possess such a sight, migrated far away to the cit- 
ies. ..)?07] 

Look at the artistry of Nature, the critic whose absence was Once 
intensely felt by Jenab Shad Sahib was sent by Allah itself in the form 
of a famous and venerable patriot and politician hailing from Bhalesa 
itself Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad who held the apex position in the state 
politics as the Chief Minister. He because of his sound statesmanship, 
capability and sincere conduct spearheaded a new era of prosperity and 
peace in the state of Jammu and Kashmir and pulled people out of the 
state of bloodshed and set them on the track of growth and develop- 
ment. He has also proved his popularity by getting the record-breaking 
number of votes from his own Bhadarwah Constituency. It is hopeful 
that along with the remaining remote undeveloped parts of the state of 
Jammu and Kashmir, the Bhalesa valley would also commence treading 
on the path of development and prosperity. 


Location 


Bhalesa valley has been one of the most important regions of the old 
kingdom of Bhadarwah or the Royal Principality. In the last corner of 
the state, this valley meets with the boundary of Himachal Pradesh in 
the remote areas of Jammu and Kashmir. In the words of Master Mu- 
hammad Shafiq Mattoo, 


“Inclusive of the villages, valleys, meadows, grasslands, and wate!- 


falls, this is an expansive area. Located to its east is Pangi Padar, to the 


west Bhadarwah, to the north the area of Thathri and Siraaj and Him- 
achal Pradesh to the south. Any nation or area has a unique legend 
behind its christening. However, it is still unknown what was Bhalest 
named after. One cannot find the Presumption totally incongruous 
that when human beings might have taken a stroll in this lovely places 
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they must have expressed the words such as “Bhala” (Excellent), “La 
Saani” (Unparalleled), “Yakta” (Incomparable) and “Sundar” (Beauti- 
ful). Because of the combination of the initial letters of these words, the 
word “Bhalesa” might have supposedly evolved. Indeed, this place 
abounds in beautiful, charming and bewitching sights. It contains pure 
and pellucid water springs. Besides them, there are a great number of 
waterfalls and cascades also. On its all sides, there are very tall and co- 
lossal overlooking mountains on which various unique medicinal herbs 
like Kuth, Bunafsha, Patees, and Dhoop are found. These sky-high 
mountains remain clad in snow during the winter months. Thereafter, 
for the next 3/4" of the year, the snow continues to be frozen on them. 
When the illumining sun is at its peak, the witnessing eyes feel as 
though nature has tied a turban of honour around these mountains. 
Coming towards lowland, one can find Indian Papyrus growing togeth- 
er with the Walnut trees from wherein innumerable varieties of trees, 
like Deodar, Kairu, Budloo, etc. are found. 

These forests are rich in various types of medicinal herbs like Banfi- 
sha, Bela, Dota, Ban Kakdi, Taslub Misri, Mushugq Bala, Kankas, etc. The 
encircling fields around these forests contain colourful flowers, which, 
when at their full bloom present these small valleys as matchless fairies 
of beauty and splendor, a sight sure to invite envy of even the empyre- 
ans above. What adds to its beauty is a gurgling rivulet of Bhalesa “Kal- 
guni” that, humming in its melodious tunes from Kahal Jugasar to 
Thathri finally ends in merriment in the Chenab. This stream divides 
the area into two halves. On both sides of the river basin, there are 
densely populated settlements in which both Hindu and Muslims sects 
teside since its formation.” 38) 


Climate and the Produce 


The climate of Bhalesa is temperate, less warm during the summers 
while the winters despite heavy snowfall are not severely cold. Largely, 
oa *« Is grown here. But, rice, wheat, mustard and some varieties of 
eine S found here. Besides rajmash (beans) and ghee, the honey 
tremend tom the area was very famous. It is said that there was also a 

Sus production of ghee, milk, and honey in Bhalesa on which 
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the people largely depended for their livelihood. But, due to th 
in the population, the production of these commodities kept on declin. 
ing. Different types of vegetables were sown in different parts Which 
included wild cabbage, radish, turnip, potato, bitter gourds, pumpkins 
and spinach, etc. Among the fruits, the areas’ Amri apple was Most fa. 
mous. In addition to it, peaches, pears, sadiyan (small apricots), walnut 
and plums also grow abundantly. Until some time back Desi Ghee, 
Rajmash, Walnut and Wool was exported. All of these exports were 
sold in Bhadarwah Mandi, but because of the construction of the Tha- 
thri-Kilhotran road, some of these commodities are now directly ex. 
ported to Thathri and Jammu. The surplus grains would meet the 
shortage of food supplies in various other places of the District. 


¢e Surge 


Domestic Occupations 


Rearing cattle and other livestock, wood-cutting and transportation, 
rearing Honey-bees, collecting medicinal herbs and Mushrooms in- 
clude the day-to-day works of the people. Among the domestic handi- 
crafts, the most important and old crafts include the weaving of woolen 
blankets and clothes. The blankets and clothes of Bhalesa are popular 
even to this day. Besides the cocoons of silkworms, mushrooms from 
the forests as well as the medicinal herbs are collected in plenty and 
dried thereafter before exporting them out. Now, 
wood is also directly sent out to Jammu which generates crores of Ru- 
pees as the income for the government and also provides employment 
to the people. In the old times, this wood was flown in the Kalguni 
rivulet and Chenab and was later collected by fixing a boom at a place 
in Akhnoor, but this Practice is not continued anymore. 


the construction 


Roads and Routes 


Bhalesa, the second biggest region of the kingdom of Bhadarwah 
was connected with the capital Bhadarwah through three big pedestti- 
an routes, which have been mentioned earlier. The valley of Bonjuwah 
was also attached to it for a very long time as one of its important parts: 
Since the ancient times, the valleys of both Bonjuwah and Bhalesa were 
connected to Chohadha Wazarat of Chamba state through many 
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mountain passes. The connection of the Bhadarwah, Bhalesa and other 
valleys with Chamba was maintained through a route that met at a 
place of Padri Gali located at a height of 10000 ft and also through a 
route that went ahead from the same place. Another route passed 
through Baran Gali or Darruh [lit.:a mountain pass] located at a height 
of 12100 ft. The third way passed through Dagani Darrubwhich was 
located at a height of 12862 ft. The fourth way of the connectivity 
passed through Maelwadi Darruh which was located at a height of 
13047 ft. These difficult routes still connect the region of Bhalesa with 
the state of Himachal Pradesh. To connect the Bhadarwah town with 
the region of Bhalesa and Bonjuwah, after widening Bhadarwah-Jai 
toad the proposal to pass it then through Joura-Halaran-Malano way 
which would meet Thathri-Kilhotran road at a place called Kahra, is all 
under the consideration of the government.) The second proposal is 
to construct a road from the end part of the Kilhotran road through 
Qataar Dhaar which would terminate at Bhadarwah and the third pro- 
posal is to construct a motor road ahead of Jai which would pass 
through Baach Dhaar and end at Gandoh. It is hoped that the present 
government led by Khawaja Ghulam Nabi Azad would do everything 
possible to complete all these proposals. As of now, steps are being tak- 
en to widen and metal the Thathri-Kilhotran road completely. Through 
this 38 kilometers long road this remote region is connected with Doda, 
Kishtwar, Bhadarwah, Batote, Banihal and the Valley. It also connects 
this region with Jammu via Batote and also to other external regions of 
the state. Because of its completion during the years 1980 and 1990 
and the better connectivity provided due to it, Bhalesa is seeing a con- 
siderable change in its economic conditions. The range of its market 
has widely expanded. The government is also paying attention to the 
Sonstruction of various internal roads, The “Donadi- Pashana-Banoon 
Toad” which was under construction for many years and also 
Bhatyas-Chilli toad”, on both of which the work had been stopped for 

along time are now being completed. Different bridges are also being 
Sonstructed over them at the appropriate places. Completed within 
only a year at a cost of around two crores, the bridge constructed over 
Suni rivulet in the area of Changa has been thrown open for the 
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traffic. Its inaugural ceremony was presided over by Minister of 
for Power Development, Mr. Muhammad Sharif Niyaz. Sta 


The Occupations of the People 


The people of this place are very industrious, hard-working and sin. 
cere. They are usually either cultivators or landlords. A considerab| 
part of the population earns their livelihood through tillage. Many p 7 
ple are engaged in the work of sawing and carriage of forest wood in 
Chamba, Kalu, Kangra and various other mountainous regions of the 
state. Nowadays, a lot of educated people prefer the government jobs 
over their old occupations and in fact, a good amount of their popula- 
tion has been employed in the local government schools while others 
have been adjusted in the other departments as well. This region has 
given birth to some noted personalities like Professor Umar-ul-Din 
Malik, Ghulam Rasool Azad, Khawaja Abdul Aziz Bhat, Kotwal Dina 
Nath Bhal, Khawaja Ghulam Nabi Azad and Professor Sultan Muham- 
mad Khan who have held high positions in the State Administration. 
Khawaja Ghulam Nabi Azad graced the chair of the Chief Minister in 
the state of Jammu and Kashmir on 2™ October 2005. In the States 
Legislative council, great leaders like Munshi Muhammad Anvat, 
Ghulam Rasool Azad, and Abdul Aziz Goya Bhat represented their re- 
spective areas excellently. All of these people in general and Jinab Ghu- 
lam Rasool Azad in particular, because of their intelligence, sincerity; 
and competence not only elevated their individual status but also en- 
lightened the name of their respective places. Even today there at 
many honourable persons from this place busy working in various . 
partments of the State Administration out of which some have alrea : 
retired now. The mention of all these persons will be made at the en 


of this book. 


Tehsil Headquarters Gandoh (Bhalesa) 


Headquarters of Tehsil Bhalesa is popularly 
has been mentioned before, in the year 1981 th 
Tehsil Bhadarwah were delimited as a result of which 
Nayabat and Thathri were separated and granted the status © 


known as Gandob. As 
e boundaries of the 
the Gando 

f Tehsils 
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Because of such mandates, the area of the old Tehsil of Bhadarwah 
got reduced and two important Tehsils were added in the map of 
District Doda. These areas formed the most important parts of the 
kingdom of Bhadarwah. Bhalesa held the status of a Nayabat in the 
year 1960 which was a subsidiary Tehsil. According to the new delim- 
tation in the year 1981, three Patwar Halqas (revenue wards) of Gan- 
doh were merged with the newly formed Tehsil Thathri that included 
revenue ward Joura, revenue ward Malano and revenue ward Kansu 
respectively. Similarly, six villages of Ward Joura i.e. Joura Khurd, 
Joura Kalaan, Shamdaleni, Goyila Halaran, Surunga and Houja Bala; 
and also eight villages of Ward Malano that is, Malano, Gogarah, 
Trihinkal, Tanta, Chabba, Goyila, Droth Bathiri, Pyakul were sepa- 
rated from this Nayabat and merged with the new Tehsil Thathri 
which got subtracted from the total area of the main Nayabat. New 
Tehsil Gandoh (Bhalesa) is now inclusive of ten wards that include 


Khadangal, Gandoh, Kilhotran, Chaensar, Kahal Jugasar, Dudwarh, 
Droth, Chilli, Jakyass and Budli. 


Government Offices 

Tehsil Headquarters Gandoh is fast emerging as a beautiful town. 
Towards its east, it is connected by Thathri-Kilhotran road through a 
bridge constructed on the Kalguni rivulet. A lot of shops and houses 
have been constructed along the sides of the above-mentioned road as 
there is no room left for the construction of more houses in the main 
town. A lot of government offices here and a big Administrative Com- 
plex in which many other government offices function have also been 
constructed here. The complex is the biggest building existing in 
Bhalesa. Alongside it exist the buildings of a judicial complex anda 
hospital respectively. Towards the east of the bridge, there has been 
constructed a small but a beautiful Dak Bungalow and also an expan- 
sive Jamia Masjid (central mosque). In the Gandoh proper, there are 
also some shops and a couple of hotels too. The offices of Tehsildar, 
Treasury, Block Medical Officer, Naib Tehsildar (Deputy Tehsildar), 
Munsif Court, Project Officer I.S.D., Zonal Education Officer, Block 
Development Officer, and T.S.O. are located here. Range office has 
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also been constructed atop a high hillock. In addition to it, the build. 
ing of a High School has also been constructed in Gandoh and Post 
office has also been established in a private house. Near the town 
there is a temple too. An office of an Executive engineer besides 4 
police station and other offices have also been approved for this area, 
0! Gandoh is a beautiful place located in the centre of the entire Teh. 
sil which is also a meeting point of many pedestrian routes. This town 
looks utterly magnificent in the backdrop of dense forests even from 
a distance. In summers the climate of the town is extremely pleasant 
but in winters due to non-availability of sunshine, the town experi- 
ences intense cold. 


Prominent Villages of Bhalesa 


Among the prominent villages of the Bhalesa valley, the following 
are worth mentioning: 


Kilhotran, Bharti, Porah, Changa, Sooti, Gawalu Batarahh, Thaloran 


Samayi, Bisran, Godikadha Sonwara, Chilli-Bala, Manu Hadal, Mallat 
Batoli, Gandoh, Chanyaas, Tilograh, Taendlah, Manoyi Bhatyaas, Alni, 
Tipri, Dhanodi Seeru Jagasar, Chhaler Bhathari, Kansu, Batola, Kaencha, 
Tarhankal, Batograh, Ranot, Halaran, Joura, Chabba Khadingal, Bhad- 
gi, Durayi, Chownri and Angnol. 

Out of them, some have now been included in Tehsil Thathri after 
the delimitation done in the year 1981. Gandoh lies in the midst of the 
entire valley. 

“Bhalesa is sparsely populated. The total population of this Illaqa 
stood at twenty thousand according to the census of 1961. The moun 
tainous terrain and hilly configuration of the soil leave a very little area 


for purposes of cultivation. Most of the people eke out their existen® | 


by the cultivation of land. But agriculture is conducted on primiuve 
lines. Illiteracy and ignorance, lack of adequate means of transpo™ 
poverty, and absence of modern techniques of agriculture and a host © 
other factors are responsible for low returns from land.” 

Women engage themselves in cottage industries like Weaving of 
clothes and blankets and rearing cattle. A lot of people still suffer hare 
ships because of their abject poverty and indigence. 
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Development of Education 


The government has spun a web of schools in the entire state. Some 
youth migrate outside for acquiring higher education. The widespread 
education has infused a new change in the mindset of the people. The 
old values and lifestyle is fast transforming. People speak the local lan- 
guage called Bhalesai which defers slightly from Bhadarwahi (the local 
language spoken in Bhadarwah). 

There are presently five Higher Secondary Schools, five High Schools 
and Lower High School, a girl’s High School (Gawari), several Middle 
Schools and hundreds of Primary Schools in the area of Bhalesa. In 
addition to these schools, numerous religious institutions have been 
independently set up here which provide the religious as well as the 
formal education to the students. Among these Madrasas, the institu- 
tions of the village Bhatiyas and Kilhotran are very famous. A primary 
school has been established in every village of this Tehsil while two 
Zonal Education Blocks have also been founded for supervising the 
working of these schools. Out of them, one block is located at Tehsil 
Headquarters Gandoh while the other is situated in the Village Bhati- 
yas. Both of them have been placed along the sides of the roads. 

Recently, the coalition government of Ghulam Nabi Azad has also 
approved a Degree College for Bhalesa for which a Principal has also 
been appointed and the land for the same has also been demarcated in 
Bhalesa. The work on the foundation of the building has also been 
started, It is expected thar in this year, that is, in 2008 some classes of 
B.A. would be started in some rooms of the building of the Higher 
Secondary School at Kilhotran. The building of an Industrial institu- 
tion I.T.] is also under construction in the Tehsil Gandoh where people 
would be equipped with professional education. 


Literacy Rate 
According to the year 2001 census, the literacy rate of the Tehsil 
Gandoh (Bhalesa) is as under: 


Total literate people: 22058 Males: 16145 Females: 5913 
Total literacy rate: 46.97 % Males: 64.97 % Females: 25.98 % 
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Former Director of Education, J&K Khawaja Ghulam Rasool Arad 
who was an expert on education, social worker, a popular leader and, 
considerate politician all at the same time, had written one of the his. 
torical essays “Bhalesa- Tab aur Ab” (lit.: Bhalesa- Then and Now]. The 
essay was published in the 1991 issue of the Journal Bhalesa from which 
a few excerpts have been mentioned in the interest of the future writers 
intending to research on the economic, educational and cultural condi- 
tions of Bhalesa. 

With reference to Mr. Ghulam Rasool Chogani, headmaster High 
School; he writes: 

“He had named the journal as such, perhaps because of the fact that 
“Kalguni” during a period in Bhalesa’s history, that is, from 1947 to 
1957 was the center for the political, cultural, educational and eco- 
nomic development of Bhalesa. During those times it was the field of 
Kalguni that functioned as the training center for the political and so- 
cial workers of Bhalesa. No population inhabited the place then. Before 
the year 1929, there was only a temple and a Dhaarmashala [lit.: 3 
Hindu rest house] existing here after which the place of Dhaarmashala 
was taken over by Primary School Kilhotran which got upgraded and 
became the first Middle school of Bhalesa and subsequently the first 
High School and later also the first Higher Secondary School. ‘Anja- 
mun Islamia Bhalesa” [lit.: The Islamic Society of Bhalesa] was also 
founded in the field of Kalguni and the proposal for the first Jamia 
Masjid [Central mosque] Changa was also drafted. Then the plan for 
the construction of the Kalguni temple now existing in the same field 
was also prepared and executed. It is from Kalguni that the struggle for 
the ‘jugular vein’ of Bhalesa, Thathri-Kilhotran Road conceived at Ata- 
garh (Bhadarwah), was finally accomplished. Bhalesa is itself the inte” 
nal area of Talayi Dhaar, Daagan, Nargawadi, Kalni rivulet, Gulu, 
Baach, Kanthi Qatari and of Budh Padri Gali. A lot has already beet 
written in the earlier issues of ‘Kalguni’ and ‘Bhalesa about the beaut 
and the choicest blessings of nature on this entire area.” 

About the educational scenario of Bhalesa, he writes: 

“In the year 1924 when I was admitted in the school, only thre 
primary schools existed in entire Bhalesa, i.e. of Kilhotran, Jakyaas: 
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Halaran. Therefore, only a few people could get their formal education 
and just two people had passed their eighth Grade from Middle School 
Bhadarwah (existing Higher Secondary School). They included Master 
Panna Lal and Late Master Anirudh Singh Ji. Panna Lal Ji had already 
become a teacher before 1924, while as Thakur Anirudh Singh was 
appointed as a teacher in the Primary School Kilhotran the same year. 
They were the only two people in entire Bhalesa who were employed in 
government services. However, there used to be a watchman and a 
headman in every village. The headman would be recompensed with 
“Panjutara”, which meant out of the total amount of the land revenue 
that he would collect, he would be paid its 5% twice a year. The watch- 
man was given the monthly wages of a rupee. The salary of the teachers 
of Primary School was 20 rupees a month. 

Common people would lead simple lives whose occupations and 
only sources of income were limited to agriculture, rearing livestock 
including sheep and goats and extraction of timber. The income was 
meager but because of the surplus livestock, the streams were some- 
times seen literally overflowing with milk, ghee, and honey. There was 
also some tyranny afflicted by the government but not the way it is 
now. There was no differentiation or communal strain in the society, 
and, of course, not as much of exploitation.” 

“At least one aspect of Bhalesa has changed now. It can be guessed 
from the fact that, besides a Higher secondary school and eight High 
schools, numerous Middle Schools and hundreds of primary schools 
have been established at Bhalesa today. Thousands of Postgraduates, 
Engineering and Medical graduates, Law and other graduates, and 
Higher Secondary School (Matric) passed-out students form the ed- 
ucated citizens of Bhalesa today. There are engineers and doctors, col- 
lege professors, police and forest officers. There are school teachers, 
clerks, and peons. Many reputed people have retired as the Heads of 
different Government departments. In fact, some of my dear ones 
have also become the State and Central Ministers who including 
some others are also expected to hold such positions in the future too. 
However, it is ironical that despite such changes, Bhalesa is as yet a 
remote and undeveloped area. A common man here still lives a life 
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full of distress, ignorance, and poverty and is victimized by corny 
tion as well as exploitation.” p- 

“Qualified young boys and girls are afflicted with the j 
erable misfortune of idleness and unemployment. Wh 
Bhalesa, there is no dearth of sensitive souls who are 
sympathetic humans, but the truth is that Bhalesa al 
itants has just been exploited since ever...” 

“...For the past forty years, Bhalesa has met the same fate. Local 
truthful and sincere youths were never given a chance to represent 
Bhalesa while the external politicians with the help of some selfish and 
self-interested locals subdued Bhalesa in the form 
and rulers, some of which exist even today, 
good to Bhalesa nor anything in the interes 
ity of a representative of Bhalesa, 


ensely mic. 
Y is it so? In 
honest, Sincere and 
Ong with its inhab. 


of its representatives 
who have neither done any 
t of its natives. In the capac- 


one of the natives of Bhadarwah town 
represented Bhalesa and Bonjuwah Constituencies and then Bhalesa 


Indarwal in the Assembly, Parliament and the State Cabinet from the 
year 1951 to 1977. Another person from the Bhadarwah town also 
kept on becoming the Member Assembly of Bhalesa Indarwal from the 
year 1977 to 1987; and also represented Bhalesa in the State Council of 
Ministers. Nevertheless, the people of Bhalesa were shaken to senses 
when in the year 1987 they elected a local sincere, faithful and consid- 
erate youth as their representative. In May 1989 this representative 
could finally make it to the Council of Ministers. But it is unfortunate 
that since 19% January this blossoming representative stands withered 
after the dissolution of Assembly by Mr Jagmohan.” 


Division of Bhalesa into Two Parts 


“Bhalesa was divided into two parts in the year 1947 so that the 


tulers could easily continue exploiting Bhalesa and other similar remote 
areas. It was a sheer injustice to Bhalesa and other similar areas whe? 
Indarw: 


al constituency was made in place of Bhalesa Bonjuwah electo™ 
al ward, whose one end meets Manukata from Chamba, one from Bh* 
darwah to Shaam Delini Joura and one from Anantnag to Ching’ 
Singh Pora. Upper Bhalesa i.e., Jatota and Neeli Gandoh have bet? 
made the colony of Bhadarwah town which are ruled from Chinta 2" 
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Bhalra. The result of all such exploitation is that no developmental 
works are undertaken in Bhalesa at all let alone those that are absolute- 
ly essential or even those that could be executed according to the avail- 
ability of the natural resources.” 

Thathri-Kilhotran road, the construction of which was started some 
thirty years back in the year 1960 still holds the status of a fair-weather 
road. This road is 38.8 kilometers long. 

In the light of these writings, Bhalesa Bonjuwah Constituency was 
divided into two parts one of which was joined with Bhadarwah Con- 
stituency and the other with Indarwal Constituency. There are two 
main demands of the people of Bhalesa. One is the maintenance of 
Bhadarwah-Bonjuwah Constituency and second, the construction of 
the Gandoh-Baach-Jai-Bhadarwah road. The plan for the latter, accord- 
ing to Late Ghulam Rasool Azad, “is under consideration since 1978 
when a survey of this road was conducted.” He writes “After the Thath- 
ri- Kilhotran road, the construction on this road must be pressed for.” 


Old Business, Cultural and Social Relations of Bhadarwah 
and Bhalesa 


Since the ancient times until the year 1982, the area of Bhalesa in- 
cluding the area of Bonjuwah has been an inseparable part of the Bha- 
darwah valley. These areas were tied together in the lasting commercial, 
cultural, educational, social and administrative relations. While review- 
ing these relations, a famous sculptor Mr. Indar Manhas writes in one 
of his emotional essays “Bhadarwah-Kahra Road, aik toufa jabki Bha- 
darwah-Kilhotran Road aik inaami toufa ke mutaradif hogi” (lit.: Bha- 
darwah-Kahra Road, a gift; while Bhadarwah-Kilhotran Road would 
be synonymous to winning some award’, as follows: 

“Bhadarwah and Bhalesa were knotted together in a close relation- 
ship for a very long time. They did their trade and commerce jointly. 
Their external relationships were mutual and they also shared a com- 
mon High School. Their administration was in fact also established on 
a joint basis but these relations slow and steadily tarnished away. It was 
firstly because of the opening up of numerous new High Schools in 
Bhalesa and many new administrative offices, and the second and last 
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blow hit when the Thathri-Gandoh road was opened. This road 
all our business connections and also terminated the social rela 
between the two areas. The mutual familiarity of the two areas 
impaired. People who would live as one large family became s 
to each other. The students would later join Degree College for their 
higher education that even included praiseworthy and distinguished 
personality like Ghulam Nabi Azad. Approval for a college in Bhalesa 
has also been given while Gandoh has been granted the status of a com. 
plete Sub-division. Because District Court and District Jail are still |o- 
cated in Bhadarwah, no one but people related to judiciary come over 
to Bhadarwah from there.”""?! Nevertheless, for reviving these relations, 
a proposal for the construction of Bhadarwah- Sherikhi-Kilhotran 
Road through Qataar Dhaar has been made. 
On the other hand a well-known teacher and prose-writer, Mr, 
Ghulam Rasool Chogani vents out his emotions in the following words: 
“Bhadarwah and Bhalesa are the two sides of the same coin. In the 
year 1986, Sher-I-Kashmir (Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah), (as) the 
Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir separated the area of Bhalesa 
and Daraab from Bhadarwah and founded Tehsil Gandoh and Tehsil 
Thathri. A couple of years before this event, the Bhadarwah valley was 
left disjointed from Daraab and Bhalesa by the construction and com- 
pletion of Thathri-Kilhotran road. Otherwise, Bhadarwah valley was 
the sole business, educational and administrative center of Bhalesa and 
Daraab including many other areas. Bhadarwah and Bhalesa shared an 
exemplary relationship between themselves. Besides the business r¢2- 
sons, the people of Bhadarwah would otherwise also participate in the 
fairs held in Bhalesa and vice-versa, In order to cater to the daily traffic, 
four roads had been made that run from Bhadarwah to Bhalesa. One 
was Bhadarwah-Jai-Basnota-Bhalesa road which in ancient times was 
the only existing connection between Bhadarwah and Kishtwar tow. 
The other was Bhadarwah-Jai-Sinnu-Gandoh-Bhalesa road and the 
third was Bhadarwah-Jai-Gunthak-Kilhotran-Neeli-Bhalesa road. 10 
this sequence, the worth mentioning fourth road was Bhadarwah-Qa- 
tari-Neeli-Bhalesa road... The height of Bhadarwah and Bhalesa from 


the sea level is the same; therefore they share the same climate af 


Snapped 
tionshj 


thus gop 
Crangers 
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similar existence... The businessmen of Basohli would import salt, tea 
leaves and raw sugar, etc. loaded on the mules for Bhadarwah, Kisht- 
war, Doda, and Bhalesa via Sarthal and in turn barter these items for 
ghee, honey, and grains. During this time some merchants and crafts- 
men from Bhadarwah came to Bhalesa for earning their livelihood 
while some people abandoned their native place and settled in Bhale- 
sa...” He further writes, “Besides agriculture and rearing livestock, an 
important occupation of the people of Bhalesa was the extraction of 
timber due to which they remained affiliated to Bhadarwah’s “Dev 
Firm” and “Malik Firm” which further strengthened the links between 
the people of the two regions. In the year 1924 Dogra government 
founded a Primary School in Kilhotran. After a couple of years, they 
also founded the elementary schools in Jakyaas and Halaran (Bhalesa). 
Teachers belonging to Bhadarwah were often appointed in these 
schools. To obtain the secondary education the courageous students of 
Bhalesa turned to Bhadarwah valley, where the District's first High 
School was also approved in the year 1924. The first group from Bhale- 
sa that took admission in Bhadarwah School includes the following 
persons: 1; Malik Umar-ul-Din 2: Professor Abdul Aziz Bhat 3: Ghu- 
lam Rasool Azad 4: Sultan Muhammad Khan 5: Kotwal Dina Nath 
Bhaal 6: Chowdary Noor Muhammad (M.LL.C.). Following their foot- 
steps, hundreds of youth after seeing the empathetic conduct of the 
people of Bhadarwah continued to gain their secondary education in 
Bhadarwah and thence after the year 1955 kept on graduating from the 
Degree College Bhadarwah. This was the result of the cordial relations 
between Bhadarwah and Bhalesa that numerous kinships were estab- 
lished between their residents. First of all, Professor Umar-ul-din tied 
his nuptial knot with a respected Dev family dwelling in Bhadarwah. 
After some years Kotwal Dina Nath Bhaal also got married to a head- 
mistress again from Bhadarwah. Master Bahar-ul-din Wani and Master 
Ghambeer Chand married women from Bhalesa. For some years now, 
hundreds of families from Bhalesa are permanently shifting their resi- 
dences to Bhadarwah. It was the fruit of the deep kinship and mutual 
fraternity between the people of Bhadarwah and Bhalesa that Late 
Ghulam Rasool Azad also settled permanently in Bhadarwah. In every 
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village of Bhadarwah valley and in every Mohalla of the town a youth 
from either Bhalesa or Bonjuwah is seen discharging his duty as * 
Imam [Imam: Islamic leader of the mosque prayers]. The fact js not 
veiled that the youth of Bhalesa have now also dominated the “Polit. 
cal Leadership” as well. On the one hand, people take pride at the 
service of their representative Niyaz, while on the other they also hail 
their native Chief Minister “Gowhar-i-Kashmir” (lit: The Pearl of 
Kashmir], Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad for his ideological and developmen- 
tal capabilities, 

They are also very glad that Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad is not only a 
noble human being and a conscientious politician but also an extreme. 
ly capable and outstanding administrator. In the current year, Azad 
Sahib got Bhadarwah a university campus by which he got nullified the 
injustice done to Bhadarwah for 40 years. It is possible that soon a new 
district would be founded inclusive of Bhadarwah, Bhalesa and Thath- 
ri Tehsils which would add to the prosperity of Bhadarwah.”) 


Rivers and Streams of Gandoh 


A famous and important rivulet of Bhalesa has been named as ‘Kal- 
guni’ which passes through Jagasar and reaches Changa and Gandoh. 
At this place, it is joined by Kansar rivulet. From there forth at Nalsu 
in the lower areas of Bhatyaas, it is joined by Chilli rivulet before flow- 
ing further to reach Kahra, where a canal coming from Jai also merges 
with it. The areas of Kahra and Malano are connected together by a 
bridge. Kalguni rivulet flows further and reaches a place called Donadi, 
where Rivulet Kalnai also merges with it. Canal Kalnai while passing 
from the places of Padar and Keethar comes flowing from the direction 
of Bonjuwah. These two rivers meet together at the place of Donadi 
and drain into river Chenab at Thathri. 

Until some years back, the wood exported from Bhalesa was flown 
in these rivers and sent to Thathri from where it was again flown in the 
river Chenab and collected at Akhnoor with the help of a boom and 
stored there. But now due to the opening of the Thathri-Kilhotran 
toad, the wood is now directly sent to Mandis of Jammu or govern- 
ment depots from different places with the help of carriage trucks. Be- 
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cause of the selling of this wood, handsome revenue is generated by the 
government. There has been a considerable contribution of these rivers 
and canals in the prosperity of Bhalesa. 

Rivulet Bonjuwah has been named as Kalnai because the source of 


this rivulet is Kalnai Naag which is a big pool of water. The water of this 
canal is pure and pellucid. 


Rangeela Donadi Hydro-Power Project 


A proposal for the construction of Hydro-Power station located near 
Donadi has been approved. It is expected to produce 12 MW of power. 
The power station shall swing into functioning with the help of the 
water of the Kalnai rivulet. Two additional rivulets Dodhaera and 
Kaethar merge with Kalnai canal. It is hoped that the construction on 
this Hydro-Power Project attributed to the name of Rangeela Donadi 
would be started in 2007. 

Canal Kalgadi passes also through Sharoot Sarood, a place in Tehsil 
Kishtwar and approaches towards Thathri, which joins River Chenab at 


the place of Kalgad and passes through the central place of Bonjuwah 
Sarood. 


Worth-seeing Meadows of Bhalesa and Potential of Tour- 
ism-related Activities 


To mention, the entire Bhadarwah valley holds the status of a health 
resort but there are many such beautiful places in particular which bear 
an especial repute in its various parts. They are: 


1: Area Neeli 


Bhaal Padri, Naag Lotan, Gohahaetran, Talayi Daagan, Chondi 


Merwan, Sarla, Amar Singh Pora, Juwali Ghati and Rohadi (Upper 
Chanti) Kaenthi Chainsar. 


2: Area Jatota 


Baach lalohani, Kansar Gabaroon, Sarola Darayi, Bhatasni, and Ga- 
hal Kunaan. 
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3: Area Chilli Pingal 
Amraie Chanpal, Gasar Gondu, Mahaad Kaentha Chilli, Kayhan 
Haddal, Nargwadi, Manoyi 


4: Area Basnota 


Darman Taanta, Hoja Bhala, Galo Dhaar Halaran, Jantaroun, Jourg 
Bala, Sarunga, Malhot, Halaran 


5: Area Nanota 
Naagni, Piyakal Dar Hoth, Chabba Nan.'4! 


While discussing various fascinating places and health resorts of 
Bhalesa, the mention of some worth-visiting hillocks or Dhaars has 
been incidentally made but their detailed account would certainly be 
required to boost the interest of the readers. Because of the livestock 
primarily including sheep and goats that would graze around, the place 
yielded enormous amounts of ghee and milk and also wool in mans (a 
local weighing unit) or in heavy quantities which were all exported out 
from here. Due to the rise in the population, the needy people en- 
croached upon these lush-green blooming fields and started cultivating 
them which led to a reduction in the areas of these meadows while also 
declining the production of Milk and Ghee in this area. 


1. Naag Lotan 


Adjacent to Bhaal Padri, to the left lies a blossoming expanse named 
as Naag Lotan. Because of its proximity with the Bhadarwah-Chamba 
road, it, along with meadows like Bhaal Padri can be brought on the 
Tourist maps. Seeing the beauty and mesmerizing sights of Naag Lotan, 
Munshi Ram Chand Parhar had presented the manuscript of his book 
“Naag Lotan” to Late Syed Mir Qasim, former Chief Minister of Jam- 
mu and Kashmir, reading which Late Qasim is said to have issued of- 
ders for the construction of the Kilhotran-Naag Lotan Road, but un- 
fortunately due to the change in the government his dream could not 


be realized. It is hoped that the present government, under the leadet- _ 


ship of Azad Sahib, will endeavor to bring these places on the tourist 
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maps through Tourist Development Authority, and will thus connect 
them with Bhalesa, etc. through proper roads. A portion of the popu- 
lation still considers Bhaal Padri and Naag Lotan as one meadow. Ab- 
dullah Khan Talib, Wafa Bhadarwahi and Ghulam Rasool Chowgania- 
mong others have composed some beautiful poetry on Bhaal Padri and 
Naag Lotan. 


2. Gouha Dhaar 
Ghulam Rasool Chowganiwrites, “This Dhaar, in the east of Bhaal 


Padri, is at a distance of 12 km from Bena (Guwari) bus stand and at a 
height of 9000 ft. while Patrin Top lies at a height of 13000 ft. above it. 
Patrin Top is covered by snow for around 9-10 months a year and Ka- 
hal Jugasar and Rohaadi Dhaar can be closely viewed from it. One can 
also see Dalhousie from this Top. Goha Dhaar is a sloping meadow that 
resembles a raised platform.” 

Gouha Dhaar, the owner of a variety of medicinal herbs and colour- 
ful flowers is surrounded by forests on all sides. Because of its alluring 
and fascinating natural beauty, it stands very popular among masses. 
Alike in other streams and meadows, Gujjar community comes over to 
Gouha Dhaar for rearing their cattle in the summer season. To the left 
of this Dhaar lies Daagin Dhaar and Jasu Dhaar with Taabur Peak in 
the backdrop. 


3. Ruhari Dhaar 


This Dhaar is at a distance of almost ten kilometers from Bus- 
stand Bena Gawari and lies at a height of 7000 ft. To its south lies the 
border village of Kahal Jagasar (Bhalesa). Gouha Dhaar lies in the 
west where Gouha village forms its low-lying area. In the north of this 
village lies the village of Alni. Ruhari Dhaar is six kilometers long and 
about 2 kilometers in width on average. This Dhaar is a house to the 
incredible beauty of nature and can be well promoted as a health re- 
sort and a tourist center. The people of Bhalesa have been demanding 
the installation of a cable car here, much like the one in Gulmarg, so 
that the status of this exquisite place is further consolidated in terms 
of tourism, 
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4. Choundi Dhaar 


This Dhaar is situated at a distance of 4 km from Bhaal Padri in th 
northeast; 6 kilometers from the Kilhotran (Bhalesa) and at a height i: 
7000 ft. from sea level. It is also counted among the most beautify 
meadows of Bhadarwah. One can easily see the bordering meadows 
including Nashuthan, Talai, Juwali and Guthi from this Dhaar and also 
the meadow of Kaenthi on the opposite side. The shortest route from 
Kilhotran to Bhaal Padri passes through Choundi Dhaar. 


5. Soi Bigaar Dhaar 


These are actually two meadows which are adjacent to each other 
and are together counted among the most beautiful of all. The direc- 
tion of Bigaar is towards Neli while the area of Soi Dhaar is towards 
Kahal Jagasar. It is situated at a distance of six kilometers from the 
Gawari bus stand and at the height of 8000 ft. from the sea level. The 
areas of Chilli and Mangal can be clearly viewed from its top. These 
meadows are surrounded by dense green forests of Kail and Deodar in 
which wild medicinal herbs are found in abundance. 


6. Naagni, Dalchi and Dhamooth Dhaarein 


These three meadows meet one another at a place located behind 
Bharti Dhonsa. Bharti is at a distance of 4 kilometers from Gawati 
(Bena) bus stand. Almost the entire Bhalesa is visible from this place. 
From the exquisite spread of Bharti, the villages of Bhalesa like Kilho- 
tran, Changa, Souti, Thaluran, Pora and Basran can be easily seen. A 
cable car line can be laid from the village of Neli to Bharti Dhonsa and 
further to Naagni Dhaar. 


7. Kaenthi Dhaar 


Six kilometers in the west from the Bena bus stand lies Kaenthi 
Dhaar at a height of 7000 ft above sea level. In the words of Chowga! 
iSahib, “This is an immensely beautiful, wide and expansive meadow. 
Starting from Ganthak, it is spread over a distance of about 8 kilome 
ters until Goreka and Lora Bala. The low lying areas of this Dhaat 
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comprises of the villages like Chainsar, Chouchalu, Anhaduh, Man- 
daan, Basran, and Kilhotran. Tehsil Kishtwar is easily visible from 
Kaenthi Top. A cold water spring called “Raaj Baayei'n” that gushes out 
from this Dhaar is said to have been made by the Pandavas during their 
exile. This Dhaar like others is also a house to many wildflowers and 
medicinal herbs of all sorts.” 


8. Ghul Dhaar 


In the midst of Bhalesa, at some distance from Ghul Kanan lies 
Ghul Dhaar, from which almost all the villages of Bhalesa can be seen. 
Itis situated at a distance of 7 kilometers from Gandoh and at a height 
of 8000 ft above sea level. This Dhaar is very charming and breezy and 
is surrounded by striking forests on all sides, Because of being a central 
Dhaar, it bears a lot of importance in the area and is also used for graz- 
ing by almost everybody hailing from Jatota. 


9. Kaentha, Bhojadi Dhaar 


This fascinating and alluring frontier Dhaar is situated at a distance 
of 15 kilometers from Malikpora Bhalesa and stands exquisitely at a 
height of 8000 ft above sea level. It is very close to the wide and expan- 
sive Muhaad and Mashhood meadows, whose beauty is manifolded by 
the dense forest spread in their low lying areas. These forests also pro- 
vide for a variety of medicinal herbs, different flowers and many wild 
Species of birds and animals. There is also a lofty peak “Kukudsar” in the 
area which is definitely worth seeing. The lower parts of these forests are 
inhabited by Gujjar communities who graze their cattle in summers on 
this Dhaar. The ruins Pertaining to olden times found in Manu Kaentha 


Suggest the presence of some once-existing historic village or inhabita- 
ton in the area, 


10. Kansar Gabroon Dhaar 


Located nearby Baach Dhaar, it is an idyllic Dhaar of Bhalesa which 
S situated at a distance of around 7 kilometers in the south of Tehsil 
Headquarters Gandoh and at a height of 6000 ft above sea level. It lies 
n the center of the Tehsil and is in the east of the Baach Dhaar. It is 
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very beausfaland wort visking mesdow, STDS Cong mt Dhas 
one is first met by a sloping meadow of Laalu Pani which has alsg 
served as a hunting ground during the Dogra regime. There are a lo - 
beautiful places adjacent to it, which includes Kansar, Ladu and Bag 
It is often said that Maharaja Hari Singh would also halt at “Laaly 
Pani” on his visits to Bhalesa Bhadarwah. There are also a lot of other 
beautiful places lying in the lower areas of this Dhaar, which include a 
meadow known as “Sathar Marag”. During the Dogra regime, it was 
here that the English officers and the contractors would encamp to 
personally supervise the sawing and other transportation works, 


11. Gaashir Dhaar 

This Dhaar is situated at a distance of 9 kilometers from the village 
of Bhatiyas and lies at a height of about 8000 ft above sea level. Adja- 
cent to it is another beautiful Dhaar known as Amrai Champal. These 
meadows are used for grazing by the people hailing from Pingal. A va- 
riety of medicinal herbs are found in its forests. Construction of a mo- 
torable road between Bhatiyaas and Jakyaas is presently under con- 
struction. Had the road been extended to Chanpal, these lush-green 
areas and meadows could have been converted into tourist centers. 


12. Jantaroun Dhaar 


In the words of Ghulam Rasool Chowgani, “Jantaroun Dhaar is the 
beautiful junction of three hills belonging to the areas of Basnota 
(Bhalesa), Daraab and Chinta, in which a natural stadium also exists 
wherein thousands of spectators can simultaneously see wrestling, etc 
From Jantaroun, the area of Siraaj can be easily seen. This is an incred- 
ibly charming and worth-seeing place which is located at a remarkable 
height. Adjacent to it, are the charming pastures of Jooda Bala, Shaam 
Daleni, Halaran, and Galu Dhaar. In a nearby thick forest located in 
the east of Halaran in the upper reaches of the village Sachil lies also 4 
beautiful pasture.”!“* 

. _ addition to these, other meadows in the area of Bhalesa like Gh 
ti Talai, Juwali, Dagan Dhaar, and many others have gained fame an 
reputation for their natural beauty, cold water springs, and landscaP® 
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It is hoped that the current government would undertake the construc- 
tion of proper connecting roads between these natural spots to encour- 
age them as tourist destinations; which would immensely benefit the 
common and underprivileged people of the area. Similarly, a lot of 
meadows can be identified and earmarked for the construction of cable 
car services, in the connection of which suitable proposals can be made. 
Because of their remoteness and the government's apathy, these stun- 
ning repositories of natural beauty have by far remained obscure to the 
eyes of the aesthetes who could truly appreciate their beauty. It is the 
duty of the recently sanctioned Tourism Development Authority that it 
pays immediate attention to the development of these places so that 
domestic and foreign tourists could relish the beauty of these places 
which would in fact also add to the state's economy. Mr. Ghulam Nabi 
Azad has already been trying his best to develop this remote area. In 
this connection, he has already succeeded in procuring a financial aid 
of thousands of crores from the Centre. 


The Population of Bhalesa 


The entire population of this area is particularly scattered in the ar- 
eas along the slopes and hills where fertile land has been found avail- 
able. The place is altogether difficult to be accessed and there are only a 
few villages which are evenly populated. According to the 1931 census, 
the population of Bhalesa was 20000 which became 49217 in 1991 
and 58037 in 2001. Among the total population in 2001, the number 
of males was 29907 while as that of females was 28130. The total land 
area of this Tehsil is 26148 acres. 


Approval of Model Villages in Bhalesa 


The construction of 160 model villages in the state has been ap- 
Proved which initially includes two such villages in Bhalesa. One 
would be in Gandoh (Jakyaas) and the other in the village Nali Bon- 
juwah, They would have better facilities in the health sector, educa- 
tion, electricity; clean drinking water, critical health-care services, in- 
ternet connected information centers, recreational places, and playing 
fields. A lot of expenditure is expected to be incurred on the upgrading 
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of these villages. This work would be completed by the Departm, 
Rural Development by the end of the year 2008, expectedly, 


The Area of Bhalesa and its Panchayats 


The area of the Bhalesa block is 10267 hectares and it comprises of 
10 Panchayats and 66 villages. On one of his visits to Bhalesa, Mr My. 
hammad Sharif Niyaz, former Minister for Power Development, had 
announced on the 30“August 2005 that the state government had sub. 
mitted a proposal of 262 crores to the Centre for transforming Bhadar. 
wah and Bhalesa into tourist destinations, which once approved would 
bring the beautiful places of Bhalesa on the tourist maps. It was the day 
when he had inaugurated a bridge over the Kalguni rivulet, constructed 
at a cost of around two crores. 


ent of 
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06 


Marmat Galiya’n- 
The Valley Of Khasaal 


Background 
he area of Marmat Galiya’n (Marmat Galiyan), which is also pop- 
ular by the name of the valley of Khasaal, was a beautiful valley of 
the old kingdom of Bhadarwah, some of whose parts were time and 
again separated and joined with its adjoining tehsils, districts or ancient 
principalities. 

It is said that this area has also remained under the sovereignty of 
Raja Amrit Paul of Basohli in the year 1775 AD and until the era of 
Gulab Singh (1846-1857 AD) also remained as a distinct principality 
owing to its peculiar geographical position. Later in 1845, when the 
kingdom of Bhadarwah was annexed with Jammu, this area also be- 
came a part of Jammu. In April 1948, when district Doda was formed, 
this area was also included in the district while as it along with Doda 
was attached to Tehsil Ramban from the year 1909 to 1953. After the 
approval of Sub-Tehsil Doda in the year 1952, seven Pathwar Halgas of 
Bhadarwah Tehsil i.e. Khaleni, Malhouri, Roat, Mothi, Mangota, 
Trown, Shiva; and 15 Pathwar Halqas of Tehsil Ramban were separated 
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and included in it. Later, in 1954, sub-Tehsil Doda was granted th 
status of a separate and independent Tehsil. Until 2002, this area res 
associated with N.E.S block Asar. Now, a separate block has been ap- 
proved for Marmat. 


The Boundaries of Ancient Khasaal 


In the words of Dr Pritam Krishan Koul, “Khasaal literally means 
land of Khasas, which extended from Kishtwar in the southeast to the 
Vitasta (or Jhelum) in the west and included all of the hill territory of 
Siraj-Riggi valleys (at present Block Asar and Block Marmat) and Salal 
hills in Reasi, Rajouri and Poonch. About Khasas as a tribe, there are 
countless references in Rajtarangini and elsewhere, and the antiquarian 
and cultural heritage of this area and its people is richer than of those 
who live at the foothills, and foot plains of these mountains. We still 
have countless structures, carvings, sculptures, languages, rituals, cus- 
toms, and traditions pertaining to this, so-called Khas of the uncivilized 
area which has nothing to match with it from the Jammu plains.”! 

On the other hand, Mr Otto Rothfeld, a western tourist who had 
travelled to this district writes in his famous book “With Pen and Rifle 
in Kishtwar”- “The people of Khas dwelled in the foot plains and the 
valleys of Himalayas. These people were agriculturists. They were neither 
short-sighted nor selfish. However, some needy outsiders kept coming 
to their places for settling down. Khash people gave them land and pro- 
vided for them in every way whichever required for their settlement. 
Even today in Block Asar Tehsil Doda, adjacent to “Kund Gara'n”a ham- 
let is known as “Khasaal” and the people who inhabit it call themselves 
as Rajputs. With the passage of time, Khas people living in the moun 
tainous regions got attributed to Rajputs and Thakur clans.’ 

Professor Fida Muhammad Hasnain, in his book “A Cultural Histo- 
ry of Kashmir and Kishtwar”, opines about the tribe of Khas people as 
follows: 

“A branch of Aryans crossing Pamir reached Kashgar and then e 
tered into Kashmir. From there they slowly advanced towards the mid- 
dle Himalayas and pushed forward subjugating the local inhabitants 
and thus established nine colonies in the mountains and valleys ° 
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Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Garhwal, Gumaan and Nepal. This im- 

rtant branch began to be known as Khas, members of which are 
called Khashtari. Khas reached Kashmir and Kishtwar after crossing the 
river Sindh. They named the two valleys as Kashmir and Kishtwar...” 

This fact is also worth mentioning that despite the sovereignty of 
Kashmiri rulers, this area (Khasaal) was controlled by the Sardar (lead- 
er) of Banihal Daeng Paul or Bhega Paul. Its boundary also extended 
till Daengbatal (Banihal). 

In the recent past, Katoch Rajputs of Kangra had forcefully driven 
out the local inhabitants of this place and established their dominion; 
and later in the 18" century AD, Ranjit Dev of Jammu had also subju- 
gated Ranas of Marmat and Khasaal. 


The Features of Marmat Galiya’n 

The present area of Marmat Galiya’n is comprised of the arduous yet 
beautiful valleys around Rivulet Riggi which is surrounded by lofty 
mountainous slopes, snow-laden peaks, and dense green forests. In the 
words of Mr Inayatullah Lone, “Located near the Rivulet Riggi, this 
U-shaped valley is one of the remotest areas of the state whose bound- 
aries touch District Udhampur, District Kathua, Bhadarwah, and 
Ramban Tehsils, and also some villages of Tehsil Doda. A single lane 
fair-weather road has been laid in it from the place of Khaleni. The 
place is inaccessible because this entire region is surrounded by tall 
mountains. This is why the responsibility for the supervision of the 
government institutions was a very difficult task.” “This fact is also af- 
firmed by the Wazir Commission Report on whose recommendation 
an N.E.S Block for the region was approved in the year 2002 AD which 
is currently in its infancy.” ‘7 

Located in the southeast of District Doda, this area of Marmat com- 
prises of a number of villages and hamlets whose population is dis- 
persed around in little clusters. This area is very rich in its forest re- 
serves. This ‘green-gold’ consists of, among other varieties of trees, 
Deodar, Cheer, Kail, Sal, and Budloo. In addition to these, many spe- 
cies of medicinal herbs and wild flowering plants can be found in them. 
Forest wood is drifted along Rivulet Riggi and Muhaan to the National 
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Highway; which would in olden times, be floated in rive; 
then collected at Akhnoor. There was a dispute for a long 


Maharaja Pratap Singh and Raja Amar Singh over the cap 
from the forests. 


T Chenab and 
time between 
ital BeNerateq 


Population 


The population of Marmat is more than 30000 peo 
in its 170 kilometers area. In the words of Nazir Ahma 
centage of the population with respect 
most 60 % and 40 % respectively, 
to Scheduled Caste section. The communal harmony of the place has 
been well acclaimed across centuries. But unfortunately, the distur. 
bances of 1947 AD did not spare the Muslims of the are 
made to migrate to other places leaving their assets behin 
tarian elements entered Marmat through Sudh Mahadey 


ple which Teside 
id Wani, the per. 
to Muslims and Hind 


Us is al. 
out of which around 15-20% belong 


‘4 who were 
d. Some sec. 
coming from 


People, Occupations and Agricultural Produce 


The people of Marmat are very industrious, 
above all noble souls. The prime occupation of 
culture. Some people are em 
remain engaged in rearin 
available land and rising u 
to other parts of the state 
and Uttaranchal to work 
mers, people get busy in a 


courteous, sociable and 
common people is agti- 
ployed in government services while others 
g their cattle. Because of the insufficiently 
nemployment, people in winter usually shift 
and outside like Himachal Pradesh, Punjab: 
and earn by the sweat of their brow. In = 
gticulture besides their domestic occupations. 
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Agricultural products include maize, wheat, mustard, pulses, etc. Be- 
sides them, vegetables are also grown and exported which are transport- 
ed to Kandhiri or Rivulet Riggi with the help of donkeys or horses and 
further sent to Jammu. Some of these products are loaded in motor 
vehicles and exported outside via Khaleni among which potatoes, soya 
beans, tomatoes, rajmash, peas, turnip, fiddleheads are exported in am- 
ple quantities. Wild mushrooms, honey, ghee, woolen cloth, woolen 
shawls and woolen blankets of the region are very popular, which are 
also an important source of income for the people. Imported products 
include sugar, rice, flour, salt, cotton cloth, tea, dried molasses and a 
few varieties of Pulses, dried fruits, and other products. 

People in large numbers rear different animals including cows, buf 
faloes, oxen, horses, donkeys, sheep, goats and mules. In summers, the 
majority of the population shifts to the mountainous Dhokas for graz- 
ing their cattle in the green expansive land of the area, who return back 
to their homes before the onset of winters. Good quality fruits are 
grown here among which Amri apples, pear, walnut, bigo gosha (Pear 
species), are an important source of income. To produce new varieties 
of flowers, Department of Horticulture has been lately paying some 
attention and in fact, people are also displaying their interest in this 
sector. With respect to Climate, the area experiences harsh winters 
while some of its parts bear considerable heat in the summers. Rains are 
also witnessed in the rainy season. For almost the entire year, sky-high 
mountains of the area remain snow-clad which play an important role 
in the overall climate and agricultural production of the area. As the 
snow melts, water flows in abundance in all the Rivers, Nallahs and 
springs. The artisans of the area include potters, blacksmiths, and car- 
penters, etc. which probably have come over from Kashmir valley and 


settled here. 


Roads and Routes 

The area of Marmat is connected with the pedestrian route coming 
from Bhala Trown since the olden times, which was probably laid by 
the department of forests. It is also a connecting route of the villages 
like Sarsi, Deedni, Mothi, Goha, Bari, and Rachho, etc. Another pe- 


[134] The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


destrian route is from Riggi to Kund which further goes ti] Goha,: 
span of this route is around 16 kilometers. Another route again fr t 
Riggi via Kund extends up to a length of about 7 miles till Bari 4 
other pedestrian routes, the route connecting Kund till Roa, is 
distance of 15 kilometers. '“*! Some proposals for road connec 
this area have also been made which include those from R 
Roat, Balgran to Basnota and from Seri to Jangoda, etc, 

The longest existing road in the region, about 26.5 km long was t 
cently constructed that connects village Khaleni along the Nations 
Highway with Goha. This toad serves approximately 30000 People 
which are spread across an area of 170 km’. This road is being further 
extended till village Dranga. In the recent past, the two-kilometer long 
route was laid between Goha and Dranga; but because of the delay in 
the laying of the third-kilometer stretch, crores of rupees already spent 
on the project seem to be wasting away. The construction of a bridge 
had also been proposed near Baldaari Rivulet, but the work on it has 
yet not been started. 

On the direction of the officials from Udhampur, another proposal 
had been drafted to connect Sudh Mahadev with Goha by a motorable 
road at an expected estimate of around 692 lakh rupees. In the olden 
times; Chenani, Sudh Mahadev and Marmat pedestrian route was the 
only existing route. By the completion of this road the old political, 
economic and cultural ties of this area can be further strengthened with 
Udhamput. It can also boost up the Tourism industry. 

The condition of Khaleni-Goha-Dranga road is better left unsaid. 
There is a dire need to renovate and widen it, given that a couple of 

years before a lot of people have already lost their lives or were wound: 
ed in a bus accident on this road. It was a heart-wrenching incident. 
According to the statement issued by the concerned Sarpanch, the pe 
ple have been demanding the construction of a circular road from the 
village Dranga to the Rivulet Riggi by which trade routes of this a” 
could be directly connected with the markets in Jammu. It would al 
lessen the costs on import-export between the two regions besides a 
viding relief to the people, by shortening the route to Khaleni by 
couple of kilometers, 


On, 
at 
UWVities i 
algran to 
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Worth-Seeing Places 


meadows and recreational Spots 
lush green forests and could be 
tons. The Dhaar of “Shab Gard” is 


and Hanbal of Marmat, there is a 
Rivulet which exhibits itself as no less 


around half a kilometer. 

Dhaera Top is beautifully situated 
level. The bloom of its colourful fl 
Water in the form of spring flows 
ural pond. Its water, 


at a height of 10000 f above sea 
lowers in the spring is worth-seeing. 
from this place whose origin is a nat- 
flowing eastward enters the boundaries of Ramna- 
gar. Some old statues have also been found at Dhaera Top. Some statues 
and giant stone slabs are also being found in other parts of Marmat. 
Tradition says that these slabs found in the village Mangota Khaentha 
were carved upon by Bheem Sain in the Pandavan period. 

Places like Goha, Kalhota, Sindra, Mangota, Rachho. Padri and 
Hanbal can be developed and converted into good tourist resorts, Be- 
sides the natural beauty of the village Kalhota, there is also a famous 
temple “Surakh Naag” in it. It is the first temple of Vasuki Naag in the 
area. Similarly, another temple Deedni associated with Chandi Mata is 
also located at a height of almost 9000 fi. This temple is being con- 
structed on modern lines on which a hefty sum of money has been 
Proposed to be spent. Thousands of pilgrims assemble here in the sum- 
Mer season, ‘These places can thus be converted into the centers for re- 
ligious tourism, The village Kalhota has been proposed to be soon de- 
Veloped as a Model Village. There are also a lot of stone carved sa 
at Ghadhangal which have been made by carving out stones of 6 to iby 
in length. It is also said that some statues have also been uneart 
here; however, the present generation is totally unaware of it, 
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Rivers and Canals 


The biggest Nallah of Marmat has been named as | 
es down the waters of Dranga and Baldaari Rivulet along with ; 
further drains them into Chenab. The second biggest Nallah js : and 
as Kandhiri which flows between Asar and Jathi before joining Chem 
Loga Rivulet and Sarnadri Rivulet get the name of Rivulet Rigg’ cre 
they meet at the confluence of Bakheer and Loga riv : 
it, Arthoda Rivulet in the west flows down from the bordering slopes of 
Udhampur and meets Rivulet Riggi in the lower Parts of the village 
Ghabar. The junction of these Nallahs is known as Dokhado. In the 
east, the water flowing from the beginning of the village Bihota meets 
Dranga rivulet and joins Riggi at Dranga itself. From the borders of 
Udhampur, water flowing from village Bihota to this side meets Riggi, 
via Shunshaala, Dokhado, Loga and Nadri Rivulet. 


Riggi which Bush. 


ulets, Along with 


Headquarters 


The headquarters of Marmat is Goha and its larger villages include 
Bihota and Hanbal. There is a higher secondary school, dispensary, 
Naiabat (Naib Tehsildar’s) office, and N.E.S Block established in it 
N.E.S Block has been approved in the year 2002 with which 18 Pan- 
chayats like Mahori, Hanbal, Sarsi, Mothi-A, Mothi-B, Mothi-C, 
Mangota-B, Goha, and Parbal Labar, have been included. Balowria 
Committee had recommended the granting of a Tehsil Status to the 
same region in the year 2007. 

Some of the offices of the area have been functioning at Khaleni neat 
the National highway which is being demanded to be shifted to 0 
over the years. They include the Naiabat office, C.D.R.O, among 0" 
ers. The Range office of Marmat is also set up at Khaleni. se 

Development Forum has demanded the opening of all such 0 
here at the Block level, which as yet do not exist in this block. 


Development of Education 


til 
Scan basa in this area Um 
A lot of educational institutions have been set up in this ti 


today which include Higher Secondary Goha, High School Mang 


Section—1 |137 | 


High School Bari, High School Biho 
dle School Roat, Middle School Syo 
School Mothi, Model School Labar 
However, on the whole, the conditi 


remote areas because of the 


tional institutions have been functioning under this block among 
which more than 50 % either fall in Marmat Block or have been estab- 
lished in the adjoining villages which are included under Marmat 
Block. Under these circumstances, Block Education Officer of Mar- 
mat (Zonal Education Officer) has to traverse 10-65 Kms to supervise 
the working of these schools, Ifa separate Zonal Office is approved for 
the Marmat Block at its headquarters Goha, all the educational insti- 
tutions of Marmat Block could come within a range of 0-13 km and 
thus, distances against the present 10-65 km could be reduced to 10- 
50 km.”650) 

‘The first school in the region had been established at Bihota in the 
year 1937 which had originally been shifted here from some other 
place. This village is the largest village in terms of its area bn a 
across 13227 acres including 11151 acres of forest cover He the rest 
comprises either of dry or irrigated soil cover. The demand or oe 
up of a degree college here has recently been Faye on a . a 
Better infrastructure for schools and more availability of teache 


being strongly felt. 
Other Problems and Hardships 


This place like many other remote 
Proper road connectivity, electricity, 


areas lacks the basic facilities like 
and clean drinking water. Al- 
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though electricity poles have been installed at a couple of places, the 
people by and large complain that no sooner the dusk falls than the area 
vanishes under darkness while the other parts of the district remain 
contrastingly aglow. ‘The biggest loss is met by the students of the area 
because of the non-availability of electricity. According to a report, the 
villages of Barkote, Kotli, Charot, Sundardas, Bontha and the village 
Dhaera of Parbal have as yet been devoid of electricity despite tall claims 
and promises of the subsequent governments in power. The samc is true 
for providing clean drinking water facilities. 

Mr Devinder Singh Rana who hails from the same region and is also 
a member of Legislative Council representing National Conference has 
promised an annual grant of Rs 10 lac from his constituency Fund for 
the fulfillment of basic necessities of the area. 


Model Village Kalhota 


The current coalition government has decided to convert a beautiful 
village of Marmat known as Kalhota into a Model Village. Its modern- 
ization and upgradation is expected to be done at a cost of several lakhs 
of rupees. Besides Health, education, electricity, clean drinking water, 
and critical health-care facilities; this area is also expected to have an 
Information center, recreational places and playgrounds, among other 
facilities. 


[45]: 
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Tehsil Thathri 


A New Delimitation of Tehsil Bhadarwah and 
The Formation of Tehsil Thathri 


A has been mentioned earlier; in the year 1988, new boundaries 
were set for Tehsil Bhadarwah as a result of which two Nayabats of 
Bhadarwah Tehsil ie. Nayabat Gandoh (Bhalesa) and Nayabat Thathri 
were detached from it and both granted the status of independent Te- 
hsils. Both of these regions were earlier counted as the most important 
areas in the old kingdom of Bhadarwah. A nayabat (Zeli Tehsil) existed 
in Bhalesa prior to 1960, and similarly, the headquarters of another 
Nayabat was set up at Thathri to ease the administrative functioning and 
hardships of the common people. According to the new boundaries set 
up in 1981, three Pathwar Halgas of Nayabat Gandoh were merged 
with the newly sanctioned Tehsil Thathri which included Halga Pathwar 
Joura, Halqa Pachwar Malano, and Halga Pathwar Kansu respectively. 
Similarly, six villages of Halga Joura i.e Joura Khurd, Joura Kalan, Sha- 
amid Leni, Goila Halaran, Surunga and Houja Bala; and eight villages 
o Hale Malano i.e. Malano Gugara, Tarhankal, Tanta, Chabba, Goila, 

toth, Bathiri, Payakal, Dugroon; were all merged with the newly 
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formed Tehsil Thathri. Similarly, eight Pathwar Halqas of Tehsi) Bhads, 
wah were also disjointed from it and merged with this Tehsil 
cludes Halqa Bheja, Halqa Rukali, Hala Panshai, Halga Bhal 
Jagota, Halga Kandhot, and Halga Jangalwar. The headquar 
new Tehsil began to be known as Thathri itself which is sit 
distance of 201 km from Jammu, 60 km from Bhadarwah, 29 km from 
Pul Doda, 29 km from Kishtwar and 30 km from Gandoh Bhalesa 


r- 


ara, Halga 
ters of the 


Because Thathri is located along the National Highway (Batote-Kisht. | 
war) and also because of its central location, it is fast emerging asatrade 


center. This place has been mentioned as “Jangalwar” in the travelogues 
of foreign tourists. Actually, Thathri was never suitable for neither resi. 
dential nor agricultural purposes in the past because the storms rising 
from the river Chenab would always render it as a desert and Moreover 
no fertile land was available around it which could have been according. 
ly utilized. The halting places in its vicinity along the pedestrian tracks 
included Tipri, Badano, Cherah, and Jangalwar, which now exist at con- 
siderable heights not very far from this place. There would also be a 
police checkpoint at Jangalwar. 


In some history books, the mention of Tipri and Jangalwar has been 


made as an ‘estate’. It is possible that like other small principalities, this 
area could have also been ruled over by the Sardar of Kandhot-Ganbir 
Singh; wherein Ranas and Khash people would also live and rule their 
areas respectively, 


Headquarters Thathri 
As has been mentioned before that no such place like Thathri existed 


initially. In the recent past, some people settled here, and the hamlet ] 
began to be known as ‘Housi’. In olden times, the village Tipri and its 


| 
uated at 


which in- | 


ea le ec a i DN te 


adjoining villages were the centers of transport and connectivity. Prior | 
to the laying of the motorable road, the people from these villages 


would either travel through Cherah, Joura, Jai (towards Bhadarwah) of 
would go through the villages of Jangalwar, Kandhot, Bhela towatds 
Doda and Batote. Another pedestrian route towards Bhadarwah would 
go through Panthan, Jagota, and Chirala and reach Bhalra Kursari be 


fore proceeding to Bhadarwah town, People coming from Kashmir and 
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Kishtwar would use these routes to reach Bhadarwah and from there 
would proceed to Basohli, Billawar, Chamba or Punjab. Similarly, peo- 
ple coming from outside would also use these routes after reaching 
Bhadarwah; to proceed towards Kishtwar, and then crossing Sinthan, 
finally to Kashmir. People would often travel on foot while as horses 
and mules were used for carrying loads. 


Basis of Nomenclature 


Aseer Kishtwari with reference to Abdul Hakeem Zargar has written 
about the christening of this place as follows: 

“One of the presumptions is that since the olden times, beams of 
wood were collected and assembled at Thathri. After proper counting, 
these beams were drifted away in Chenab. The ‘Thath’ (heap) of this 
wood could be seen in Thathri. Contractors first started calling the 
place as “Thathar’, and later as “Thathri’ [4it.: The place of heaps of 
wood]. Hence, this name became popular.” 

This reason behind the naming of this place seems to be true. The 
town of Thathri is very exuberant. National Highway B-1 passes through 
the middle of it, the sides of which are lined by hundreds of commercial 
shops. Because of the unavailability of the land, people along the left 
side of the road have constructed their offices, houses, etc. till the brink 
of Chenab while the hill on the right side is already covered by shops 
and houses. People face a lot of hardships due to the absence of a bus 
stand in the area. Because of the excessive traffic flow on the road, the 
crowd in the markets has reached intolerable levels. A lot of tea-stalls 
and hotels have been constructed just along the sides of the road. A 
number of offices of various departments and other buildings have come 
up here which include Tehsil Office, a sub-district hospital, J&¢K Bank, 
Treasury, Higher Secondary School, a Middle school, Zonal Education 
Office, Block Development Office, Assistant Engineer Irrigation, A.E. 
Public Health, Tehsil Social Welfare Office among others. The demand 
for opening a Degree college in the area is also being raised. 

A central mosque (Jamia Masjid) near the road is under construc- 
tion in the outskirts of Thathri. A Shiva temple has also been raised, 
which houses a clear water spring. In its initial years, Mahajans had 
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come over to Thathri and settled here establishing their businesses, | 4,. 
er Muslims from nearby areas also ventured to open their shops ang 
earn their livelihood. The charm of this place is increasing by the dy 
but because of the unavailability of public conveniences, people face 4 
e can be scen littered around in marketplaces 


hard time. A lot of garbag: 
and drains are also seen blocked by trash. On the whole, no attention 


is being paid for the cleanliness and upkeep of the area. 


Population 
According to the 2001 census, the total population of the area was 
42686 persons which included 21804 males and 20882 females. As per 


the sex ratio, for every 1000 male adults, there were 985 women where.” 
as the boy: girl ratio was found to be 1000: 933 respectively. At a level 


of a Development Block, the total population is 75084 which include 
38938 males and 36146 females. 


Progress of Education 
The literacy rate of the area (according to Census 2001) is as follows. 
The total number of literate people is 17760 which include 12296 


males and 5464 females. The overall literacy rate is 50.98%. While che 


percentage of males is 69.30%, the literacy rate of females is 31.96%. 
Currently, there are 7 Higher Secondary Schools, a number of High 
Schools, numerous Middle schools, Central and Primary Schools func- 
tioning in Thathri. The total population of around 60000 people of 
this Tehsil is spread over an area of 28244 acres which is more or less 
mountainous. In the north-west, River Chenab defines its boundary, 
while as in the east, the area of Banoon; and in the southeast the area of 
Bhalesa defines it. In the south, the boundary of Chirala Range s¢P* 
rates it from Tehsil Bhadarwah. No college for this area has yet bee? 
approved by the government; however, extreme efforts are being put ! 
by the Local Development Forum, for the same. 


The Four Boundaries 


ane total measured area of land is 2844 acres, A development Block 
also been working in it for a past couple of years, the total are . 
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which is said to be 38584 hectares. At the time of the survey, there were 
a total of 17 Panchayats and 120 villages in it. This Tehsil is comprised 
of 11 Patwari Halgas in total, which includes Jangalwar, Kansu, Mala- 
no, Joura, Bheja, Rukali, Panshai, Bhilaruh, Jagota, Bhela, and Kand- 
hot. To its west, is a plateau, famously known as Halgqa Drab which is 
spread over an area of 25 km in length and 3 km in width, in which 
fertile fields from village Thathri Badanoo till Thalela multiply its nat- 
ural beauty; while its lower parts descend towards Chenab, as though 
for being cleansed and purified. The current government is undertaking 
all requisite steps to irrigate this entire area. It is hoped that against a 


good amount of expenditure, a stream would soon be channeled from 
Bhalesa for irrigating this area. 


The Historical Importance of Jangalwar and Kandhot 


It will be very interesting to note that Jangalwar had once been one 
of the most important districts of the state of Bhadarwah. It is said that 
when Prince of Kishtwar Raja Pratap Singh (1605- 1618 B.C) had de- 
feated Mughals at Mughal Maidan, he had first provided a refuge to the 
escaped Chak Princes from Kashmir in his kingdom at Kishtwar; and 
then after contacting the ruler of Bhadarwah, he had arranged for their 
asylum at the district headquarters Jangalwar. Similarly, Kandhot which 
currently falls under Tehsil Thathri also bears great historical impor- 
tance which was then a separate principality. Later, the dependents of 


Prince of Kishtwar Raja Teg Muhammad Singh had also taken refuge 
in Tipri area of Jangalwar. 


Worth-Seeing Places & Demands of Thathri Development 
Forum 
Tehsil Thathri is also full of man 


y Tourist places which have yet not 
been publicized. Thes, 


: ¢ beautiful and stunning places include Sat Dal, 
halara Bangla, Subhar Dhaar, Jantaroun, Rahushari Dhaar, Ruhu 
Dal, Bhoghadag, Galukad, Champahin Dhaar, and Lamoot, etc. 
Pe are very popular. Similarly, places of religious importance in- 
ude the shrine of Bangla Nad, Teerath of Naag Naagni (Hindu pil- 
Srimage sites), temples of Chamunda Durga and Kali Mata (both 
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forms of Adi Parashakti Goddess), the tombs of Baba Budhi Das at 
Jangalwar and statue of Sudh Baba Lal Dev at Kundhi, etc., where a 
huge number of pilgrims visit and pay their devotion every year. [r 
would be appropriate to say that every tourist place of the area is linked 
either with some religion or some shrine. Thus, these places can be 
promoted under Religious Tourism networks. Besides, this area is sur- 
rounded by forests on all sides where electricity though on a small 
scale, can also be produced. Considering the fertility of the land, the 
areas of agriculture, sericulture, horticulture, floriculture and animal 
husbandry must be promoted. Under its forest cover, medicinal herbs 
and wild mushrooms are found in abundance. Construction wood _ 
worth lakhs of rupees are exported every year from Chirala range. In 
spite of all this, the past governments have not paid any serious atten- 
tion to the promotion and development of this Tehsil which explains 
why this area is still so backward. There is an immense need to inter- 
nally connect the area with proper roads. According to the Develop- 
ment Forum, this area has been divided into three Assembly Segments 
and appropriate funds are being spent on the development of Tehsils 
“Doda and Kishtwar”. Schools and dispensaries of the area have not 
been able to discharge their duties well because of the erratic power 
supply, shortage of staff, lack of medicines and proper infrastructure or 
lack of equipment and other facilities; while no proper supervision or 
inspection is conducted by the concerned Heads of the departments. 
It further adds that just the construction of Chirala-Kahra road would 
have largely benefitted in establishing the internal road links of the 
area, which passing through various tourist places could have also 
served as an alternate highway to Tehsil Gandoh. Under Single Line 
Administration, the work on this road had been started in 1980 but 
the work was stopped after constructing its 4 km stretch till Thelela. In 
the last 27 years, very little work has been completed on its 
fifth-kilometer part till Poneja. Current Chief Minister of the State 
Ghulam Nabi Azad has now once again got the work on this road re- 
sumed. The above mentioned Forum which is headed by Om Prakash 
Thakur in his memorandum to the current government, has sought 
the approval for a separate Assembly Segment for Thathri, represent 
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tion of the area in both the Houses of the State Legislature, construc- 
tion of link roads, division of Block Thathri into three blocks, a degree 
college at Thathri and the construction of an I.T.I in the area. 


People and Occupations 

The people in the entire region of Thathri are predominantly noble 
souls, optimistic, intelligent, enlightened, religious, hardworking, and 
cheerful; while genuinely possessing a lot of other virtues. Despite hav- 
ing the potential to do almost all kinds of works, the occupation of the 
majority of the people in the Tehsil is primarily agriculture or nurturing 
their livestock. Although, some people have also been desirous of serv- 
ing in the defence of the country while a lot of people have opted for 
Government jobs and remain busy serving as teachers, clerks, doctors, 
police officers, engineers and in some other government services. Some 
people also work as daily labourers or even contractors. A portion of the 
population remains busy in Forest works. While as some others are 
engaged in domestic occupations like the weaving of woolen shawls 
and blankets, apiculture, horticulture, etc. Some of the residents of the 
place have served at important ranks in the Defence Services. Daraab 
area has alone produced a lot of famous personalities which has fanned 
the fame of this region evermore. They include Mr Sat Lal Kotwal, re- 
tired Chief engineer, educationists like Mr Ram Lal Rao and Principal 
Degree College Mr Jaya Lal Kotwal who is renowned for his intelli- 
gence, Mr Puran Chand Bhagat retired DEO, Mr Duni Chand Bhagat 
retired Principal Higher Secondary School, Mr Prem Lal Bhagat Prin- 
cipal Higher Secondary School, Mr Swami Raj Principal, Mr Om 
Prakash Rao Principal, Dr Saleem (Surgeon Ortho), Comrade Bhori 
Chand Deputy Secretary Board, Comrade Kotwal Harnam Singh As- 
sistant Secretary besides numerous other Headmasters and Education 
Officers, Police officers, Block officers, District welfare officers, Clerks, 
Politicians, Lawyers, Contractors and other employees, to name a few. 
Mr Om Prakash Thakur, a renowned writer and journalist, is the Head 
of the concerned Development Committee of the area and has been 
— day in and day out for the development and upliftment of 

athri and its inhabitants. 
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The people are also fond of singing and music. In times of fairs, fos. 
tivals or marriages, the sight of the area is a feast to the eyes. Often 
during pilgrimages, people dressed in colourful clothes make merry 
singing and dancing as they proceed towards Subhar Dhaar and the 
temples of Revisharu, although occasionally the consumption of alcohol 
spoils the spirit of the place. However, people generally are not addicted 
to it. They believe in universal brotherhood, sharing between themselves 
their joys and griefs alike. Customs and traditions are all the same which 
prevailed in old parts of the Bhadarwah valley. The region also compris- 
es of a large number of Harijans whose financial condition is not so de- 
plorable. Almost everybody wants to enlighten their children through 
education. A lot of attention is being specifically paid for educating 
women. The number of enrolled children in the schools is increasing by 
the day, although the existing infrastructure is clearly insufficient and 

dilapidated. There is an immediate need to address this problem. 

The people of this place are also interested in poetry and literature. 
Among the poets, Jalal-ud-Din Taskeen Badhanawi is counted among 
the good poets of the district. In the field of politics also, there is a new 
wave of interest surging in the inhabitants. Regional politicians include 
Mr Puran Chand Bhagat (B.S.P); Sadiq Hussain Kichloo (Indian Na- 
tional Congress) and Bashir Ahmad Zaragar (National Conference). 


Mr Muhammad Hussain Abad is also one of the active members of the 
National Conference. 


Production 


Wheat and barley are generally grown in the fertile plains of Thathri 
whereas the mountainous parts yield maize, rajmash and other varieties 
of pulses. Rice is grown in very fewer quantities due to the scarcity of 
water. Honey and wild mushrooms of the region are very popular. In 
the adjoining areas of Chenab, dried pomegranate is also found. Among 
fruits, apples, pear, apricot, walnut, and quince are famous. In the 
warmer parts, oranges and lemons are also found. People also use meat, 
fish, and eggs in their daily consumption. Milk is produced in abun- 


dance and so, milk products in the form of curd and cheese are also 
consumed. 
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jen coats and other warm clothes are extensively used in winter 
per reaches of Thathri. Winter clothing and readymade suits 
used in winters, It is pertinent to mention here that among 
ionable and trendy clothes have become common lately. 


Woo 
in the up 
ar locally 
females. tash 
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The Valley Of Killar 


The Valley of Killar (Kilaarh) 


| aah the areas of Marmat Khasaal and the valley of Bhadarwah, 
to the west of the Neeru river, lies a beautiful valley surrounded by 
dense forests known as Killar Valley. This valley is famous for its Deo- 
dar, Kail, Pine, Sal and other varieties of forest wood. Passing through 
the middle of it, Rivulet Bangadh Rivulet irrigates its fertile land and 
merges with river Neeru near a place called Bhala. The water flow of 
this Nallah has always been suitable for the easy transportation of wood. 
Until today, forest wood worth crores of rupees has been transported 
from various parts of this area through Muhaan till Bhala, which would 
be thrown in Neeru river and sailed away in river Chenab. Now, trucks 
are being used to transport this forest wood from Bhala to various mar- 
kets in Jammu. Because of the recently constructed link roads, forest 
wood is being directly sent to Jammu from various locations. Rivulet 
Bangadh also irrigates this beautiful and fertile valley while adding to 
its charm simultaneously. Because of the abundance of water, paddy is 
grown in abundance in the region. The surplus stock of rice is exported 
to various parts of District Doda. Besides; maize, pulses, mustard, and 
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“vegetables, etc. are also grown in abundance. Wild Medicinal herbs 
wild mushrooms play a significant role in generating empl, oymen, and 
income for the local population. Honey, Rajmash, Apple and a 
varieties of fruit are also found in plenty which is also exported to 
side Mandis. 7 

The people of this place are very amiable, beautiful, hardworkin 
and educated. The common occupation of the People is agriculture bys 
a lot of educated people have been employed in Government services 
Some of them even hold higher positions. The people of Killar are po. 
litically awakened while simultaneously Possessing religious ingj ts as 
well. Generally, they are peace loving and very hospitable. The fraternj. 
ty of this place has always been a matter of Pride. At the local level, 
there is a higher secondary school, a dispensary, a police Post, heath-cen. 
ter, offices of Animal Husbandry and Zonal Education Officer, Naya- 
bat and many other model and primary schools. There are 68 educa- 
tional institutions currently established in Bhala Education Zone 
(which are government institutions). Overall, the zone consists of 3 
Higher Secondary Schools, 6 High schools (which also includes a girls 
school), a lower High school, 14 Middle Schools and 52 Primary 
schools. 

A canal has also been made by the State Government. People have 
personally installed machines related to Paddy, Oil; or woolen works. 
In addition to these, sawing machines have also been installed. Some 
poultry farms have also been set up at Bhala. 

After some years of the era of Raja Nag Paul-II, some people belong: 
ing to the family of Rudar Paul Rana of Paaingi (Himachal Pradest) 
had proceeded towards Killar from Salhi. They had first ene 
darwah and then settled in the intermediate region of Malothi mA 
Trown. This is one of the Most beautiful valleys through which sue 
Bangadh Rivulet flows wonderfully. New residents of the valley n™ 
this area after the Valley of Killar that falls in Chamba. ai 

There is a lot of tourism potential in the area, given that the a" 


. do 

. . . . 
bountiful in terms of its scenic Spots, rivers, and canals; water ek 
lush green 


Pastures and dense forests, It is also very suitable for 
expeditio, 


: ent ° 
ns and other related activities, The coalition govet™ 
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Khawaja Ghulam Nabi Azad has undertaken a lot of steps to bring this 
area on the Tourist maps which includes proposals like construction of 
internal link roads, conversion of village Khaleni (Killar) into a tourist 
location and construction of fabricated huts, construction of vantage 
viewpoints and parks for the visitors, etc. Azad Sahib on behalf of his 
overnment has also decided to organize an annual Tourist Fair at Kha- 
leni which has been received as an important step in the promotion of 
tourism-related activities in the area. °"! 
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[51]: The mention of some renowned personalities of Killar has been made in the 
forthcoming pages. 
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The Golden Era Of Tourism 


{a] Tourist Activities in the Royal Principality of Bhadarwah 


he diverse, colourful and beautiful features of the old kingdom of 

Bhadarwah, its distinct culture and potential of tourism were nev- 
et introduced by any local ‘Kalhan’ to the Indian subcontinent or 
abroad; nor did any government initiate any tourism-related activity in 
this remote area over the last 60 years. One of the underlying reasons 
for this apathy could be that Kashmir Valley was feared to incur heavy 
losses in terms of its tourism, had this area been promoted. However, 
many such aesthetic western travellers have contemplated upon the 
natural grandeur of this place who expressed impartially about many of 
"SS spectacular places, pastures, gardens, verdant forests, climate, pro- 
duce, location, etc through their writings. They have also written about 
their mode of living and praised the natural beauty of these places in 
their best individual capacities. However, ironically, even after o- 
Publication, no official or Minister paid any heed to the cause oe 
“ood completely inert, rather than trying to bring these areas on 
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Tourist maps like Kashmir. Because of these factors, these magnificent 
places remained veiled away from the tourists and other such admirers 
of natural beauty. Having said that; we should be extremely grateful to 
western travelers like Frederick Drew, G T Vigne, Charles Ellison Bates, - 

Hutchison and Vogel; and historians like Kalhan, whose writings intro- 
duced these areas to India and the western world. 

Until when should have Nature fallen prey to the indifference andi 
unmindfulness shown by the subsequent governments? God himself” 
chose a young man from this area, trained him in nature's lap as he | 
acquired education from various government institutions of Bhadar- 
wah and Bhalesa; provided him with such opportunities of higher edu- 
cation in Srinagar and Jammu that he shone out, first in State politics 
and then in the National politics. After serving at many crucial political 
designations at the National level, he in November 2005 became the 
Chief Minister of the state. Soon after assuming the position of the 
chief minister, Ghulam Nabi Azad invited proposals for Developmen- 
tal works in the remote and distant areas of the state which had been 
until then totally neglected and kept devoid of development. He also 
brought a lot of potential places on the Tourist maps. It is obvious that 
many parts of Jammu were included in these proposals. In this connec- 
tion, the coalition government of Azad Sahib and Mufti Muhammad 
Sayed established a lot of Development Authorities at various places in 
District Doda (which now comprises of 3 districts) and other districts 
of the state, to survey the potential of tourist activities in these areas. 
The primary responsibility of such authorities was to make detailed 
stage-wise proposals according to the priorities for Tourism related ac- 
tivities and other developmental works, before getting them imple 
mented and executed on the ground. 

As a part of the same program, an authoritative Development Au- © 
thority was also established for Bhadarwah which was headed by Mr 
Talat Parvez. The Authority started its work in February 2006 under | 
the personal supervision of Azad Sahib. Until now, an amount of 20/20 - 
crores has been released to each authority for the completion of these _ 
projects. It is hoped that through Tourist Circuit Pathankot-Basohli-Ba- | 
ni-Bhadarwah-Doda-Thathri-Kishtwar Sinthan; approved by the Azad 
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government; these areas would be connected to District Anantnag of 
the Valley. It is one of the extremely significant steps undertaken for the 
promotion of tourism-related activities in these places. Besides con- 
necting Bhadarwah internally by a network of link roads, various other 
potential places are being developed on modern construction lines as 
Tourist locations, with better and adequate residential and recreational 
facilities. Various sectors of Tourism such as Travelling, Religious Tour- 
ism, Adventure Tourism, Parag] iding, Rafting, etc. are being promoted. 
To add to the beauty of these places, various sight-seeing and scenic 
spots are being constructed too. In addition to the allocated funds, 
Azad Sahib has forwarded the Proposals worth crores of rupees to the 
Central Government. A sum of 74 crore rupees had been sanctioned 
for the construction of Chamba-Bhadarwah road in the year 2008-09, 
which would be utilized for widening 50 km long road. Similarly, for 
the same year, Azad Sahib had procured an amount of 164 crores for 
the construction of new bridges and extension, widening of 50 km long 
stretch along Basohli-Bani-Bhadarwah road, The construction of these 
roads is expected to boost the tourism sector of this region. 


[b] Worth-Seeing Places & Health-Resorts of Bhadarwah 


In the following passages; besides the mention of the worth 
places and health resorts of Bhadarwah, its fascinating meadows, pas- 
tures, hillocks, and recreational spots; the details about various steps 
undertaken by the present government for changing them into tourist 
locations shall be provided. One of the worth-mentioning facts about 
these places is that they are located in close vicinity of each other and so 
one can easily relish their natural beauty in the bare minimum time. 
The steps undertaken by the Azad government for the promotion of 
this region shall surely be hailed not only by the local population but 
also by History itself, once they get completed. 


Mount Kailash 


In the southwest of the valley of Bhadarwah at a distance of 24 km, 
Mountain Kailash which has been guarding Bhadarwah like a sentry 
om outside invaders since times immemorial, lies in between 33° 54’ 


-seeing 
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Latitude and 75° 45” Longitude at a height of 14760 ft above sea level, 
Its beautiful rocks and peaks remain clad with white snow for almost 
the entire year that magnifies the natural beauty of Bhadarwah, Streaks 
of clouds across the snow-clad peaks further add to the grandeur and 
beauty of Mount Kailash. In the last months of summer, the blankets 
of snow spread over these peaks disappear, although in the lower ranges 
snow in the form of glaciers lasts until the end of the season, There are 
no forests found in upper ranges of Kailash; however, its lower patts 
remain covered with dense green forests. 

With its sky-high peaks, Mountain Kailash appears in the form of 
fascinating towers from many areas of District Doda, District Udham- 
pur and District Kathua. The reflection of sunbeams over the quilt of 
snow magically spellbinds an onlooker. It is located in the high moun- 
tainous range of Kailash, Basohli, and Bhadarwah and passing in the 
west of Chatter Dhaar, it establishes its boundary. Its peaks are very 
steep which is why snow does not rest upon them fora long time. Kund 
Kailash with a multitude of small lakes lies adjacent to it. A lot of charm 
and jubilation is witnessed at the place during Kailash Yatra. This place 
is being developed as a pilgrimage destination. 


Kailash Kund and Adjoining Lakes 


its surface; that roll down into it from the surrounding peaks. In the 
winters, this lake along with other adjoini R 
because of the sharp dip in temperatures which fall down to several 
degrees below 0°C. However, in the summer and rainy season, the 


frozen snow in these lakes melts completely revealing back its azure 
crystal clear water, 
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This Kund has also religious importance attached to it. It is also 
known as the abode of “Shiv Ji” and “Vasuki Nag”. The government is 
also mulling over the proposals for connecting Kailash Kund with a 
road and to create temporary hutments at the place. In the surround- 
ings of Kailash Kund, there is a cluster of small ponds which include 
Nera, Jataka, Kaska, Kali, Kund Nag, etc. J.N. Ganhar writes in his 
famous book “Jammu- Shrines and Pilgrimages” as under: 

“The Kailash Lake is beautifully located. The three peaks amidst 
which the lake snuggles present a fascinating sight when the first rays of 
the morning sun kiss them. So also when, bathed in moonlight, the 
rocks, and stones strewn around the lake seem like Yogis lost in eternal 
Samadhi.” 

Kali Kund Lake is located at a distance of 3-4 miles from Kailash 
Kund. Even though it is smaller than Kailash Kund, it provides a very 
beautiful and a magnificent sight in summers. Balls of snow are seen 
floating like paper boats atop its surface. It is known as Kali Kund Nag 
because its shape resembles a Nag (snake). On the other side, lies anoth- 
er lake known as “Sheesh Nag”. It is said that snakes are found in this 
lake also. Besides it, the water of the aforementioned lakes is very cold, 
clean and pure. Pilgrims during Kailash Yatra take a ritual bath in these 
lakes. All of these places are being promoted much in the interests of 
the pilgrims. 

In the words of Mr Jaswant Singh Charak, “This Yatra not only pro- 
vides happiness and peace to the devotees but is also a great attraction 
for nature lovers, botanists, geologists, trekkers, para-gliders, artists, 
sculptors, historians, and tired and fatigued people.” 

The present government has already brought up Kailash Kund and 
its adjoining lakes on the National Tourist Maps; and with the help of 
local Development Authorities and Department of Tourism, has also 
been providing residential and other types of facilities to the pilgrims, 
tourists, and other people. Pre-fabricated huts are being set-up at 
Kailash and Sewaj Dhaar and a helicopter service has also been started 
for sight-seeing at these places. Security arrangements are put in place 
much before the commencement of the Yatra. By organizing “Bhadar- 

Wah Mela” in the Bhadarwah town, the area attracts a lot of tourists 
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ndia to these places. On their way to Mountain Kailash, 
d by the magnificence of the places like Deyj 
Gun and Ram Tund. 


from across I 
pilgrims get spellboun 
Dal, Haayin, Gopeda, 
Sewaj Dhaar-A Diamond in the Crown of Bhadarwah 
d, “Sewaj Dhaar” lies around 15 km to the 


An elevated piece of lan 
at a distance of about 5 km from Kailash 


valleys. Some visionary and 
marg and Pahalgam were the ‘jewels’ of the paradise Kashmir, then 


Sewaj Dhaar could be truly called as the ‘Diamond in the crown 
Bhadarwah’, which earns pride and honour for the entire Jammu region, 
Its charm and natural beauty is indescribable and beyond limits. A lot 
colourful and fragrant wildflowers further beautify the lower and up 
reaches of this meadow between the months of May and late Octo 
The soft and smooth grass over it extends to its environs like a beauti 
velvet sheet laid in nature. Cattle, including cows, buffaloes, ho 
oxen, sheep, and goats can be seen grazing over it in thousands duri 
the summer season. The cheeping and chirping of birds greet a h 
ear like music and is very rejuvenating to a human soul. One can 
find wild species of a songbird known as Neel (Indigo). Towards 
northeast, a river famously known as Tawi flows from Kailash 
which passes through Sewaj before turning westward towards Ram 
gar. It enters Jammu after passing through Chenani and Udhamp' 
While it hows through Sewaj, the gurgling sound and purity of its wat 
feel very tranquil and soul-refreshing. It is surrounded by dense fo 
of Pine, Budloo, and Sal while tall Deodars can be seen surrounding i 
lower parts. The grassy meadows lying in its west gradually slope do 
towards Ramnagar. A lot of unique medicinal herbs are found amo 
them which form a good revenue source for the government. 
Many masonry huts (Kothas) of the Gujjar people can be fo 
along Sewaj Dhaar at many places, which are often made by big logs °° 
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wood laid in the mud. They shift to these places in summers from Pun- 
jab and other areas. Besides the Gujjars, the local people, Gaddi shep- 
herds, and agriculturalists settle down in these wide and expansive 
meadows along with their cattle and spend some months here. In addi- 
tion to the people from Ramnagar, Duddu, Basantgarh; a lot of other 
people from Basohli come over leisurely to this place, while yet others 
come for grazing purposes. They reach the place through various pedes- 
trian tracks. There is also another track from the Bhadarwah town that 
passes through Mohalla Qillah and reaches Sewaj, which remains very 
busy and exuberant by the movement of Gujjars in the summer sea- 
sons. The women of the community traverse the same route every day 
to sell milk products like milk, curd, cheese, kaladi in the Bhadarwah 
town, and in exchange purchase back various other required commod- 
ities, while men remain busy in grazing their livestock. Mr A.K. Khana 
has referred to Sewaj Dhaar as the “Gulmarg of Jammu’. A large por- 
tion of the pilgrims spends the first night at the same place located in 
the lower parts of Kailash during the Kailash Yatra. The place is not as 
cold as Kailash and is very suitable for residential purposes also. A lot of 
Himalayan mountain ranges can be seen from this Dhaar, which look 
very astounding to the human eye. “Chatter Gala” is a very beautiful 
Dhaar near Kailash located at the boundary between Bhadarwah and 
Basohli, Bhadarwah Development Authority in collaboration with the 
Department of Tourism has been now paying full attention towards the 
development and promotion of this Dhaar as a health resort and a tour- 
ist destination. In this regards, the concerned authorities are enjoying 
full cooperation and personal support of Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi 
Azad. It is highly expected that the place shall soon rise to national and 
international acclaim. After bringing the place on the Tourist Maps, 
Azad Sahib has undertaken various measures to attract tourists to this 
place by engaging various local and national travel agents for the past 3 
years; which includes the starting of helicopter service, installation of 
tents and pre-fabricated huts, transport and carriage services, residen- 
tial facilities for the tourists in and around the town, exhibition of local 
arts and crafts including Painting and Sculpting, organizing various 
cultural programs, local fairs, and sports events like wrestling, etc. Con- 
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sidering the utilitarian value of the Tourism here, Azad Sahib recently 
accompanied a lot of Central Ministers, political personalities besides 
‘The President of India, Shrimati Pratibha Devi Singh Patel; to sight-see. 
ing of these places and also succeeded in getting funds to the tune of 
crores of rupees released from the Central Ministry of tourism to boost 
the courism sector of the area. 


Jai-An Alluring Valley 


With respect to its breathtaking views, refreshing zephyrs, wild- 
flowers and colourful beds of tulips; Jai valley is a Hawless masterpiece 
of Nature's creation, which is connected with the Bhadarwah town by 
a 35 km long road. This valley is around 5 km long and 1600 m in 
width. Because of its curves along its width at many places, the valley. 
presents itself more beautiful in all its glory. The valley is worth a 
sight in summers with its spectacular views, colourful flowers, gentle 
breezes, cold wafts of wind; cold water springs with their crystal clear 
water and a gurgling stream that flows right through the middle of it. 
The valley is enveloped by dense green forests on the hills which stand 
very inviting with their flourishing ranges of Budloo, Sal and Deodar 
trees. With its changing landscapes, the valley consistently bewilders 
every visitor by virtue of its climate and the hypnotizing miracles of 
its natural beauty, until one is tranced away to a realm of utter peace 
and tranquility. Blooming in parallel rows of its stimulating environs, 
the colourful beds of tulips waving on the dew-ornamented grass on 
its green pastures studded with the grazing animals, as in some won- 
derful painting; 
no longer wants 


Gaddi, 


also been constructed but during the 
all these shelters for tourists were rav- 
iting the place also dropped. Howevet ’ 


Section— 1 [163| 


some Gujjat tribes kept visiting the place and continued selling their 
usual milk products like ghee, milk, butter, cheese, etc, in the Bha- 
darwah town and adjoining villages of Jai Valley. Nevertheless, with 
the decline in militancy over the years, thousands of people, students, 
and tourists now throng, the valley from Bhadarwah, Doda, and 
Kishtwar from April 10 December every year, to relish the natural 
treasures, the valley possesses. 

Upon the directions of the Azad government, this valley was also 
brought on the tourist maps and domed huts made of fiber-glass were 
constructed here. Initially, three single-bedded and three double-bed- 
ded fabricated huts had been made until June 2007 AD which had the 
facilities of washrooms, kitchenettes and first-aid, ‘They are estimated to 
have been constructed at a cost of around 50 lakhs. In the summer of 
2008, a tourist village and some routes were formed here on an unofli- 
cial level which proved out to be a successful endeavor. ‘The government 
of Azad Sahib has approved funds for the road connectivity between 
Bhadarwah and village Malano Kahra of Bhalesa which would pass 
through Jai valley. Lakhs of rupees are expected to be spent on the con- 
struction of this road, Another road from Bhalesa is being constructed 
which would join Bhadarwah to Gandoh by a motorable road, passing 
again from the Jai valley. With such steps having been taken, this ob- 
scure and undiscovered area would become a center for various tourist 
activities, Recently, in August 2008, tenders were called for the con- 
struction of a youth hostel at Jai. In phase-1, an amount of around 21 
lakhs would be spent on its construction. 


[c]: Worth-Visiting Places of the Valley of Chinta 
The Valley of Chinta 


Amidst the tall mountains and dense green forests on all sides, the 
marvellous valley of Chinta in the northeast of Bhadarwah town is con- 
a ah 17 km long Chinta motor road, which is situated at a 
ant fs — 6500 ft above sea level. A Nallah flowing through its 
me » Oturcates it into two equal halves. A lot of beautiful and scenic 

ons around the valley add to the splendor and grandeur of this 
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valley. Some places of the valley have age-old religious and Cultural ¢j 
nificance attached to them which has manifolded its overall : 
importance. Tradition says that the ancient name of the va 
“Chintan” which means foresight. It is a Sanskrit word which 
shortened to “Chinta”, the meaning of which is widely und 
“to take care, or concern”. 

The metalled road from Bhadarwah town to the meadows of Jai 
valley passes through several beautiful places of Bhalra and Chinta, in- 
cluding Kapra, Bhalra, Baloot, and Manwah towards the town; and the 
villages of Doga, Rahi Chinchoda, Lanchan, etc. towards Chinta, Pro- 
posals to construct some sight-seeing and recreational Spots at some of 
these places have been drafted. In the initial phase, a public- 
at Kapra is being made. 

Oval ends of the tall forested mountains act like natural boundaries 
surrounding the valley, even though almost 2/3" of the valley is more 
or less even, while the remaining considerable part comprises of slopes. 
The magnificent field of Baggan, with a splendid building of a Higher 
Secondary School Chinta resting in its lap, presents a wonderful sight 
of forests to its north-east, which also reflecting their fascinating back- 
ground in the west of the said institution. On their way to Jai or either 
coming back from it, some people prefer to stay back at Bigan to com- 
pletely quench their thirst for natural beauty. Thousands of school chil- 
dren, teachers and elderly people from various areas of Doda, Kishtwat, 
Bhadarwah, and Killar come to this valley also for recreational purpos- 
es. The current government is planning to construct a recreational cen- 
tre at the place at a cost of around 70 lac rupees to convert it into 4 
tourist destination. Across the rivulet on the other side, an Army Ca 
tonment is under construction which has been very detrimental for the 
ecological balance and beauty of the region. f 

It would be very interesting for the readers to note that the valley © 
Chinta had once also been a very famous principality. It was under the 
tule of Raja Rai, whose boundaries or jurisdiction, in the words of Mr 
Hari Lal Hetashi Sahib, “included the Panchayats of Chinta bow? 
Doga, Chinchorah, Panchayat Bhalra, Manwah Panchayat, Digg! a 
chayat, Kahiri, Chhatra Panchayat, and Thuba Panchayat Mantha's 


touristic 
lley Was 
gradually 
€rstood as 


viewpoint 
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‘The palace of this Raja was far up than Bagyan ata place called Rai 
Godh, which fell ata lower level than ‘Badan Jokath.” ‘The area later 
vanished with the passage of time, 


Subhar Dhaar 


Almost 6 kin before Chinta valley on the Bhadarwah-Jai road, Gan- 
doh road winds its way through the tall pine trees leading co Subhar 
Dhaar, which is located ata height of around 10200 ft above sea level, 
One can see the entire Chinta valley and some parts of Bhadarwah 
valley from it, Subhar Dhaar is an open and expansive pasture located 
within the forests which remains dressed in green grass and wildflowers. 
It is the same place wherefrom various local fairs and festivals are inau- 
gurated on the eve of Baisakhi every year, It is connected with a lot of 
meadows and pastures of the upper reaches of the mountainous ranges. 
Its religious and touristic significance has already been discussed. ‘The 
government is now trying all possible ways to bring these beautiful 
places and health resorts of Chinta Valley on the tourist maps. [n sum- 
mers, this area with all its soothing and captivating breezes is very live- 
ly and full of activity. The ancient temple of Sheesh Nag is located at 
this place, which is considered very revered among devotees. 


Rev Shera Dhaar 


At some kilometers away from Subhaar Dhaar along a peak around 
11000 ft high, lies a tranquil and beautiful Dhaar which is known as 
“Rev Shera Dhaar” where the temple of Mata Bhuja (Rev Shera) exists. 
Its pastures are worth a sight that house sheets of green grass: wildflow- 
ers and green trees. Thousands of devotees come over to this place and 
observe their religious rituals. The significance of rourism of this place 
can in no way be ignored. However, people shall be able to relish and 
enjoy its natural beauty and delightful breezes only when the proposal 
of a metalled road to this place is implemented on the ground. 


Phuklani Dhaar 


In between Rev Shera and Subhaar Dhaar, lies a farnous pasture 
known as “Phuklani Dhar”, In summers, a lor of Gujjar people and 
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local inhabitants of Chinta visit this pasture making it very lively, Gujjas 
people with hordes of animals come every year to this Place and settle 
here temporarily. They have put up big thatched mud-huts over here. 
Just in front of this Dhaar, the forest ranges extend into an alluri 
sight. Bathed in moonlight, when the wildflowers reflect the tays 
through the dew crystals encased in their petals, one is completely los, 
in tranquility marveling at the secret mysteries of nature. Along with its 
natural contours, one must also see the beauty of its distinct lush green 
meadows. With the help of some road connectivity, this place could 
also become a place of interest for various tourist activities, 


Jantaroun 


In the area of Chirala, lies a beautiful field known as “Jantaroun? 
which also falls under the bordering areas of Bhadarwah. In the sum- 
mers, people not only from Chirala, Halaran, and Joura but also from 
the valley of Chinta come over to this 


{d] Worth-Secing Places of the Athkhar Area 


The beautiful and fascinating valley of Athkhar extends from the 
eastern boundary of Bhadarwah till Sewaj Dhaar in the west, Chatar- 
gala in the south; and, Padri and Katari 
of its historical importance; the area 
in terms of Tourism because of its snow-laden and mighty mountain- 
ous ranges like Mountain Kailash and Ashapati, dense forests, lush - 
Breen pastures, crystal clear water bodies like Haloon and Neeru, af 
cient springs, temples, pilgrimage sites and shrines, mosques, and i 
beautiful villages like Sartingal, Nalthi, Basti, Sungli, Poneja 
Moundah, Badroot, Kansar, Bheja, Thanala, Katyarah, Sherikhi and 
Bamlakhi. Realising the importance of the places like Nalthi, Sartin- 
gal, Khani Top, Padri and Bal Padri, etc. that fall an the Chamba-Bh™ 


Gala in the east. Irrespective 
has become even more significant 
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darwah road within the confines of the State boundary or around; 
Azad government has undertaken a lot of steps to bring these places on 
the tourist maps. These places were also left totally unaddressed and 
ignored for the past 60 years. A proud possessor of ancient traditions, 
this valley of Kings looks so enthralling from its peaks that one can 
barely think of its parallel. 

To bring this place on the tourist maps, a detailed proposal has been 
made by the State government which includes the approval of Bas- 
ohli-Bani-Bhadarwah-Kishtwar-Sinthan Tourist circuit; provision of 
residential facilities for tourists at Nalthi; construction of an island-like 
recreational center; construction of a tourist center at village Poneja; 
provision of residential facilities to adventurers, pilgrims and tourists at 
beautiful places like Kailash Kund, Sewaj Dhaar and Padri; construc- 
tion of roads; besides approving funds for widening and upgradation of 
Basohli-Bhadarwah and Chamba-Bhadarwah roads. In addition to 
constructing numerous bridges across Neeru river and others, the con- 
struction on the laying of various internal connecting roads has also 
been started. 


Sartingal 

Village Sartingal is located in the lower parts of Mountain Kailash 
and Ashapati (Sunbain) at 32°57’ Latitude and 75° 46’ Longitude in 
the form of a beautiful even valley which falls on the southern bound- 
ary of the Bhadarwah town which is also connected by a link road 
besides a motorable road. It is unfortunate that no government has 
ever paid any attention to its beauty, and until date its value in terms 
of tourism has never been thought of. This place, because of its un- 
matched location, climate and produce bears a unique identity than its 
counterparts. Forests and mountain ranges around it enhance its nat- 


ural beauty. 
Khani Top 
The recreational area of Khani top is almost 25 km from Bhadarwah 


town located along Chamba-Bhadarwah road. In view of its natural 
beauty, the area can be converted into a good recreational spot. It 
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should be promoted as a base camp for the trekkers scaling the Peaks, 
Ashapati, etc. The ideal time to witness the marvellous beauty of j 
surroundings is either early dawns or dusks. This idyllic and bewitchj; 
Dhaar is spread over an area of around 20 km and is located near ¢ 
village Thanala at an altitude of around 8000 ft. In summers, peopl 
from the lower areas visit the place for grazing their livestock. 


Gurdandi Dhaar 


A beautiful sloping pasture known as “Gurdandi” lies at a dis nc 
of 3 km to the right of Khani Dhaar. Located in the vicinity of As 
ti, this Dhaar surrounded by forests on its right side can also be easi 
viewed from Bhadarwah town. Small streams passing through th 
Dhaar further enhance the beauty of this place. A lot of Gujjar tribe 
from Punjab and other tropical areas settle down in this place in the 
summer months. Dressed in their traditional attire, the womenfolk ¢ 
the community go to Bhadarwah town every day to sell their mil 
products like milk, curd, cheese, etc. This area can also be promoted fo 
various tourist activities. 


Katari Dhaar 


An eight-kilometre long pedestrian track leads to Katari Dhar fro 
Bhadarwah town. People cover the route until Sartingal in vehicles no 
This Dhaar is located in the southeast of Bhadarwah at the boundary 
Bhalesa and Bhadarwah. The route reaches Katari Dhaar after passin 
through the village Sherikhi. Even though it is a small sloping Dhaar, th 
Presence of a spring known as “Chha Chhani” in its proximity has heigh 
ened its importance. The distance between Katari Dhaar and Kilhotran 
also traversed by a pedestrian track. Another track leading to Bhaal Padi 
Juwali, Soti, Changa and Kahal Jugasar also starts from this place. Tw 
other beautiful places known as Satlud and Chamyal also exist neat 
which magnetise a person towards their beauty. The route between Katal 
and Kilhotran dates back to ancient times, which has seen a considerab 
decrease in the footfall after the opening of Thathri-Kilhotran road. The? 

places can also be promoted as good places of sight-seeing. 
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Charming Places of Nalthi and Basti 


Nalthi 32°57” Latitude 75° 45’ Longitude, Basti 32°56’ Latitude 
and 75°45" Longitude are two very famous places of the region located 
along Bhadarwah-Bani-Basohli highway at a distance of around 10 km 
from Bhadarwah town. The lush green village of Nalthi at the foot of 
Kailash Mountain is an extremely beautiful recreational spot known for 
its fields, gardens, springs and pellucid water of Rivulet Haloon flowing 
in front of it. This place holds importance as a base camp for various 
trekkers. This place is not only gaining popularity as a resting place for 
trekkers from Sarthal, Bani, Bhadarwah; but is also being promoted by 
the current government as a center for recreation for other tourists as 
well. Bhadarwah Development Authority is also making proposals to 
construct some recreational centers; a five-star hotel and bungalows for 
extending residential facilities to the tourists. A training center for ad- 
venturers has also been established here which is currently functioning 
in a rented house. A sum of 15 Lakh rupees has already been approved 
for the construction of a recreational centre. The enchanting valley of 
Basti is located in the east of Nathi, along the opposite bank of Rivulet 
Haloon, some 8 km away from Bhadarwah. Amidst these two tranquil 
health resorts, an island-like park is being constructed at an estimated 
cost of more than 60 lac rupees. After having scaled the height of 
around 11000 ft., the trekkers and other tourists are expected to be 
benefited from the park. Nature has bestowed the place with a lot of 
dense green forests and small blooming valleys. The whiff of fragrant 
flowers and chilly wafts of mountainous winds deeply nourish and re- 
fresh a human soul, as one gets stunned by the sight of rolling clouds 
against the backdrop of majestic mountains. 


Padri 


Padri lies at 32°55’ Latitude and 75°50’ Longitude. It is an elongat- 
ed beautiful Dhaar, located some 40 km away from Bhadarwah town, 
at the highest place along Chamba-Bhadarwah road. Its vast natural 
carpets made of waving lush green and soft blades of velvet-like grass, 
and dense forests encircling it bewilder a person completely. Because it 
's situated at a height of around 10500 ft above sea level, this area re- 
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mains covered in snow for some months of the year. The area some. 
times witnesses snowfall up to a height of around 15 -20 ft. which 
completely blocks the road in the winter months. But, as the sno 
gradually melts in the summers, the beauty of the valley becomes more 
apparent. The slopes and curves of its mountains are a source of shee, 
delight to the onlookers. By the opening of Bhadarwah-Chamba road, 
Padri will expectedly emerge as a big recreational spot. Although some. 
20 years ago, Dr Faroog Abdullah had formally inaugurated this road, 
yet due to some unfavourable militant operations, the road suffered 
heavy damage and its proper maintenance became almost impossible 
thereafter, During 2008-09, at the behest of Azad Sahib, the Central 
Ministry allocated funds for the upgradation and widening of this road 
the mention of which has already been made. It is hoped that the area 
shall soon gain recognition as a tourist destination. It is this invigorat- 
ing place of Padri, through which thousands of pilgrims pass every year 
during “Manmahesh’” Yatra. Besides relishing the beauty of numerous” 
pastures; tourists and adventurers, etc. can also use the area as a halt= 
ing-place during their travels. When George Forster reached Padri in” 
the year 1778 AD, he had immediately remarked, “I find Bhadarwa 1 


akin to Switzerland.” 


Bhaal Padri 
Among the historical and salubrious places of the old kingdom of 
Bhadarwah, “Bhaal Padri” located on Chamba-Bhadarwah road is on : 
of the most refreshing and worth-seeing places. The mountainous rang” 
es of Kailash, winding through the beautiful valleys, separate Hima 
Pradesh in the east from the current Tehsil Bhalesa, and extends up t0 
the area of Padar in Tehsil Kishtwar. One gets totally amazed at 
sight of immensely beautiful valleys rich in blossoming flowers 
other varieties of wild herbs that nature has masterfully created in 
lap of these landscapes and dense forests. Among such marvelous V8" 
leys, one is known as Bhaal Padri. Poets have also called it as “Rashg- 
Gulmarg’ (lit.: The pride of flower gardens}. This Dhar extends over ‘ 
length of around 5 km while spanning over | km in width. This a 
located at a height of around 9000 ft is around 44 km away from B 


ane 
the 
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darwah town, 4 km from Padri and 8 km from the bus stand of Bena 
(Bhalesa). A gurgling rivulet known as Thaloran Rivulet passes through 
the valley and turns towards “Merawan” Dhaar in the east. The stream 
further merges with Kalguni (Bhalesa). Bhaal Padri is about 4 kilome- 
ters away from Padri Gali in the northeast which because of its unpar- 
alleled beauty stands very inviting to everybody, Numerous small Riv- 
ulet pass through it before owing down through its lower parts which 
further adds to its beauty. It is surrounded by a dense forest of Indian 
Papyrus, Sal and Fir trees. It is said thar the valianc residents of Bhalesa 
and Bhadarwah had hoisted their flag of victory at the same place by 
defeating and overthrowing the army of Chamba. In summers, cold 
and crystal clear water of Bhaal Padri, lush green fields bedecked by 
colourful flowers, alluring pastures, tingling breezes, chirping of wild 
birds, etc. completely wonderstruck a person. 


Songli 

In the south of Bhadarwah town, a couple of kilometers before village 
Sartingal; rests the beautiful and serene village of Songli in the lap of 
dense forests. The government working under Ghulam Nabi Azad had 
started the work on the construction of a university campus at this place 
which had added to the charm of the place. The village has a huge his- 
torical background too. In its southwest, there are rows of Deodar and 
Kail trees while the village lies encompassed in the flourishing paddy 
fields. The statue of “Kali Nag” and an ancient spring based on Gandha- 
ra Art also lies in the village. A Vasuki Nag temple has also been con- 
structed in its field areas. The mention of this village has also been made 
in Neel Mat Purana and Vasuki Purana. Under the supervision of Azad 
Sahib, thousands of fruit-bearing trees have been planted around the 
campus in addition to a tulip garden, which is fast gaining popularity. 


Worth-Seeing Places of Killar 
Killar 


Nature has bestowed upon the area of Killar (Bhadarwah) a lot of 
lofty mountains, verdant forests and other rivers and Rivulets all of 
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which are very inviting and worth-seeing. In the lower 
the beautiful mountain ranges of Sewaj Dhaar proceed towards No, 
and meet the upper bordering parts of Rivulet Riggi ar Deedni Ty 
(Marmat). A lot of scenic areas of Chenani and Ramnagar (Udhampy ; 
fall to its west. The area of Killar with a lot of beautiful and scenic yij, 
lages in its lap along the foothills of this mountainous range exhibits 
the miracles of Nature at its best since times immemorial. But fatefully 
during the democratic times, its natural wealth was badly Plundereq by 
forest smugglers and others, the like of which can hardly be seen, 
Before the year 2005, the government had not considered this entic. 
ing secluded corner of the paradise from a tourist Point of view, even 
though forest wood worth crores of rupees is exported from here every 
year, which has been considerably contributing to the income of the 
royal exchequer. Alll praises are due to Allah; that a noble son of this 
ancient kingdom was visionary enough to locate all the corners of this 
beautiful valley who started to bring them up on the Tourist maps. 
These pleasing places primarily include three meadows Chhaler, 


Shankhari, Dhoop Tapin, etc. which relentlessly provide for thousands 
of shepherds in the summer season until they start coming back at the 
onset of winters, 


after having grazed their cattle in these spacious pas- 
tures for months together. They also relish the untouched beauty of 
nature during this period. Every village of Killar can become a tourist 
destination because of its natural beauty. Places like Chilli, Panj Ge 
rai'n, Malothi, Doga, Gajhoot, Trown (Doda), Khaleni and Dogli are 
worth mentioning in that respect. The temperate climate, the verdure 
of the fields, the abundance of rivers and streams and their clear wates 
and the natural beauty of the area captivates the heart of every onlook- 
et. This is why the Azad government is laying the web of internal and 
external connecting roads in the area while speeding up various other 
ongoing developmental Works, simultaneously. 
Khaleni 


_ Khaleni lies at 33937 Latitude and 75°41’ Longitude. After bringing 
Village Khaleni on the Tourist Maps, the government undertook iar? 
ocally promote the area of Killar for tourists * 


Parts of Kailash 


other measures to | 
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also providing residential and other recreational facilities for domestic 
and foreign tourists in the area. Reer 


by a motorable road from village 
Doga. During 2006 and 
e which witnessed the par- 
tourists and travel agents besides 
rea can act like a gate for various 
ed that the area shall host a lot of 
people who come to enjoy the climate, captivating atmosphere and 
natural beauty of Killar every year. A lot of activities related to Adven- 
ture Tourism are also being started here. Students and other people 
from across the district throng the place in flocks and droves during the 
summer seasons. An amount of 1 crore 53 lakhs has already been spent 
until March 2008 on various developmental works in the area. In addi- 
tion to it, proposals expected to incur an expenditure of crores of ru- 


pees have also been approved, which would be expectedly completed by 
the year 2010. 


Rock Garden Bhala 


Bhala lies at 33°04’ Latitude and 75°40’ Longitude. To promote the 
area in terms of tourism, a rock garden at an estimated cost of around 
93 lakhs is being constructed at Bhala which would add to the touristic 
value of the place while also becoming a prime attraction for the locals 
across the district. 


tourist activities in Killar. It is hop 


Worth-Seeing Places of Marmat 


The mention of some of the scenic places of Marmat has already 
been made. Nature has enriched the area with a lot of beauty even 
though a lot of its parts are still beseeching for proper connectivity. 
People like Mr Anayatullah Lone and his companions have been sin- 
cerely working day in and day out in this endeavor. The i par 
valleys of the region, landscapes, pastures, water cascades, and other 
Places are repositories of natural wealth which include areas like Bu- 
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landpur, Deedni, Kholi Top, Koti, Patyar, Dhoop Top, Deady ee: 
Dhaera Top, Sekhri Top, Dev Dhaar and Nigar. Among these x 
is one of the most important places famous for its Soothing brat 
and beauty. €2es 


Nigar-An Alluring Pasture 


In the east of the beautiful village of Mangota (in Marmat), lies 4 
tranquil and alluring place known as “Nigar” which is Situated a couple 
of hours away from here at a considerable height. Many Places of Ug. 
hampur district in addition to the valley of Bhadarwah can be clearly 
seen from this place. This lush green Pasture extending as a field is sur. 
tounded by dense green forests on all sides, the majority of which is 
formed by Deodar trees. In spring, people proceeding to Bhadarwah 
from various parts of Mangota and Marmat pass through the same 
health resort, Nigar is one of its kinds in the entire area with respect to 
its attractive and unmatched natural beauty. Many varieties of flowers 
which aromatize the entire region bloom in the spring season here. A 
lot of people while enjoying nature come from the areas of Marmat and 
graze their cattle in the pasture. Wild animals and varied species of 
birds often become a center of attraction in the area. The place is cov- 
ered by snow in the winters that melts till April. People make some 
good money by collecting and selling various herbs, wild mushrooms, 
etc. from its forests. A herb known as “Ghayaal” extracted from its for 
ests is used to make perfumes, Once the area is connected by a motot- 
able road, it can become an important recreational spot for both the 
locals as well as the tourists alike, 53] 


Other Tourist Locations of Bhadarwah Valley and 
Construction Proposals for the Recreational Cent'®s 


For converting the following regions into tourist centtess 


“Pots, and recreational centres; the government has already start _ 
7, Sround since the year 2005 after seeking various proposa’s 
Bhadarwah Development Authority regarding the same. 


d wor 


picnic 
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Tourist Reception Center at Amira Nagar!) 


After crossing the gully of Dranga Valley and Kursari, also known as 
the gateway of Bhadarwah (Sadr-Darwaza), one arrives at the beautiful 
area of Amiranagar which suddenly appears surrounded by the beauti- 
ful and elegant mountainous ranges of Bhadarwah and are enough to 
bedazzle any traveller. A state-of-the-art Tourist Reception Centre is 
being constructed here which would have a separate block for an infor- 
mation centre with additional civil and sanitary facilities like restrooms, 
washrooms; a shopping complex; a restaurant block and various other 
necessary facilities. This centre is being constructed at a very scenic site 
surrounded by fields against the backdrop of forest covers. It would also 
have a recreational park for the children. By November 2007, the con- 
struction of some of its parts had already reached its final stages. The 
overall development in the area stands indebted to the vision of Azad 
sahib who got all these proposals made and started this new era of con- 
struction and development in the area. According to an estimate, an 
amount of 45 lakhs would be spent on its construction. The area is also 
witnessing new terraced gardens being constructed in the typical Mu- 


ghal architectural style, which once completed would add to the overall 
beauty of the area. 


Lake View Park- Gatha Lake 


Village Gatha lies at 33°0" Latitude and 75° 44’ Longitude. Towards 
the east of Gatha, a beautiful lake is being created along a bank of Nee- 
Tu River by raising a strong embankment along it. A sight-seeing point 
is also being constructed here to view the lake and its adjoining areas, 
which also has the facility of six residential huts. Other ongoing works 
at this viewpoint include an entrance gate, pedestrian bridge, children’s 
park, footpaths, fencing of the area and a Micro Hydro-Power Project. 
The park would also be provided with adequate lighting so that the lake 


and its surroundings could look even more stunning during the nights. 


Spread over an area of 144 Kanals of land, the viewpoint along with its 
lake would become a ve 


ry attractive place for the tourists. An approach 
toad towards the viewpoint at an estimated cost of 50 lakhs of rupees is 
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also under construction. An amount of 127 lakhs ry 
earmarked for the project from the State Plan while t 
will be borne by the Central Government. 


Pees have been 
he rest amount 


Recreational Centre Chinta 


To promote the tourism of the area, Bhadarwah Development Ay. 
thority will undertake the constructional works of a lot of Projects 
during the years 2008-10, which would include a recreational centre at 
Chinta to be built at an estimated cost of around 70 lakhs rupees, [t 
will also be equipped with all the recreational facilities required by the 
tourists in particular and people in general. 


Park and Landscaping Center at Teligarh 


In the upper reaches of the villages Chinot and Haliyan located 
along Bhadarwah-Basohli road, lies a beautiful hillock popularly known 
as “Teligarh”. Against the backdrop of evergreen forests, the hillock 
oversees the northern, eastern and southern areas of Bhadarwah valley. 
In the ancient times, the area also had a fort which now stands demol- 
ished. A park spread over an area of 34 Kanals of land is under con- 
struction at the place. A motorable road has also been constructed from 
Haliyan to Teligarh at a cost of around 26 lakhs rupees. A lot of facili- 
ties are being provided in the park for the tourists. A cost of around 142 
lakhs rupees is estimated to be incurred on its construction during the 
year 2008. There is also a Proposal to construct six tourist huts, a con- 
ference hall and a cafeteria in the park. Landscaping of the three te ” 
raced gardens at the site has already been started. 


Park and Landscaping at Chabrah 


Some traces of the old park at Chabrah still exist in the lower ak 
of the village Kotli which still contains a popular cold water spring in 
it. This park exists along the west bank of Neeru river. It is also beib | 
transformed into a big park by the current government at an estimat 
cost of around 415 lakhs rupees, A wide metaled road has recently bee ; 
completed from Chabrah till Kotli at a cost of 16 lakhs rupees: 7 
park will be the closest of all other parks where people including ch! 
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deen from the entire district and fourists would be able to visit and 
enjoy the narural beauty of the place, Spread across an are 
40 Kanals of land, a rich bor 


anical garden is also 
place where many species of herhs 


wat around 
being laid out at the 


and tlowers would be grown, 


Hill Park at Kursari 

Right atter Crossing the beautiful valley of Dranga, on the lett 
(North-east) bank of Neeru tiver, lies the Village of Kursati located in 
the lower parts of Bhalea v, 


alley. A proposal for the construction of a hill 
park in the atea has also been made at an estimated cost of around 322 


lakhs rupees, With the financial aid of the Central ¢ 

park is expected to be completed by the year 2010, 

Tourist Reception Centre Dandi 
In the capacity of the 


Union Minister of Tourism, Mr Ghulam Nabi 
Azad had got some huts made at the place of D, 
lit 


sovernment, the 


andi which were razed 
down in the times of mi 


ancy. He has now once again gota number 
ed at the same place, besides a tourist centre 
comprising of around 13 rooms and a re 


staurant, The site selection for 
here the constructional work on 


been completed. ‘The creation of terraced 
@ has also been proposed, 


Other Proposals for the Promotion of Tourism 


Besides the aforementioned propos 
in the area, 


1, 


of tourist huts construct 


the project is worth Appreciating, w 
internal walkways has already 
gardens in the are 


als for the promotion of tourism 
the following projects have also been undertaken: 


Proposal for construction of a park on Atalgarh hill. Estimated 
cost: 55 lakhs, 


2. Construction of a Tourist Centre at Poneja. Estimated cost: 65 
lakhs, 


3. Renovation of Bhadarwah Fort as a “National Heritage” with 


the inclusion of a park, museum, recreational facilities like Light 


and Sound show. Providing additional tourist facilities at the 
Sate: , nae 
tort is under consideration.'™! 
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4. Construction of a Yatri [Pilgrim] camp at Kotli. 


5. Construction of a Parking lot, Public Convenience and allied 
facilities for pilgrims at Gatha Temple. Estimated cost 20 lakhs, 

6. Provision for different facilities for pilgrims including construc. 
tion of approach road, Park View Point, etc. at Vasuki Dehra. 
Temple. Estimated cost 168 lakhs. 

7. Beautification of Jamia Masjid Bhadarwah (road widening, 
shifting of shops and other structures, settling of compensations, 
etc.) 

8. Development of Adventure-cum-pilgrim tracks, dormitories, 
and camping facilities at Subhar Dhaar, Naagni, Roshera, 
Kailash and Sewaj. Estimated cost (60 lakhs each) 

9. Purchasing of 4 Kanals 12 Marla of land, etc. for landscaping 
along the road at Dradu. 


Besides Pilgrimage Tourism, all these places have a huge potential 
for Adventure Tourism as well. It is hoped that these places will soon 
abuzz with such activities, given the immeasurable steps that Azad gov- 
ernment has undertaken for the purpose. In Adventure Tourism, sports 
like paragliding, rafting, rock climbing, and trekking can be well pro- 
moted. The area also has the potential of becoming a world-famous 
mountaineering site. 


[52]: 
(53): 
(54): 


[55]: 
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Details about “Bhadarwah Fort” have been separately added as a chapter. 
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The History of Bhadarwah 
(In Ancient Times) 


Ol 


Early History Till The Era Of 
Paul Rulers 


Basis of Nomenclature from Doungha Nagar and Udanagar 
to Bhadravakas and Bhadarwah 


Imost all the historians are of the consensus that the ancient name 
f Bhadarwah was “Bahravakash”. Kalhan has also mentioned 
Bhadarwah as “Bhadravakash” in “Rajtarangini”. Dr Pritam Krishan 
Koul understands “Bhadravakash” as a “good resting place”. He writes 
that ‘it should be amply clear that this particular name has been as- 
signed to the place by outsiders, especially the Kashmiri rulers, who 
held sway over hill region of Jammu up to 11" or 12" century AD. The 
Kashmiri rulers would always pass through Bhadarwah on their way to 
Delhi, Pathankot, etc. The beauty of the place might also have contrib- 
uted to the naming of the place as ‘Bhadravakash’. However, on the 
other hand, the famous historian Narsingh Das Nargis writes about its 
naming of this place, in his book “Tareekh-e-Dogra Desh” as follows: 
ae the fourth generation of Raja Bhog Paul, founder of the Billawar 
F pale Raja Bhoj Paul who had two sons inherited the state. The 
in atyadhak Paul who founded Billawar principality and other 
ger Radhak Paul who was given the area of Bhadarwah. Radhak 
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Paul promoted the area of Bhadarwah and constructed it an ; 
dent state. Coming from Billawar, he got the temple of Bhac... 
Bhadrakali made in the area. When the Raja begot a son; he ‘coma 
as Bhadar Paul after the name of Bhadrakali Bhagwati while also n : 
his capital as “Bhader’ which later altered into ‘Bhadarwah’,”!) aming 
Probably on the basis of the hypothesis stated above, Mr Ved Bhu- 
shan Gupta in his English essay “A brief survey of the History of Bha- 
darwah”, which has been published in the magazine “Shaheen” (p:15) 
of Degree college Bhadarwah, writes: “Bhadarwah was a forest, where 
people used to come from Basohli, Billawar and Chamba to tend their 
cattle. The prince of Billawar those days was one Bhoj Paul. This prince 
had two sons. The elder son, Satyadhak, succeeded his father to the 
throne. Destiny brought the younger brother, Radhak to Bhadarwah, 
He cleared the forests and established Bhagwati Kalie’s temple and de- 
nominated his capital — Bhadar Kashi in the name of this temple. When 
a son was born to Radhak, he was christened Bhadar Paul.” 
According to the local tradition the notion that Bhadarwah was 
named as “Bhaderkah” because of its association with “Bhadrakali”, is 
very popular. Later, it was known as Bhadervakash and thence, with the 
passage of time, as Bhadarwah. It is also said that the present Bhadar- 
wah town earlier existed in the place which is around the present village 
Sartingal. In this respect, Thakur Udhay Singh says: “The early names 
of Nagar Bhadarwah were ‘Doungha Nagar’ and ‘Udha-Nagar’ situated) 
near Sartingal at a distance of one and a half miles southward of the 
present town. These early settlements were mainly destroyed by me 
floods and then the settlement was founded at the present site.” ME 
Bhagwan Raj Gupta also seems to be in agreement with the views of the: 
Professor that the present town existed earlier near the village of Sartin- 
gal. In his essay “Bhadarwah ki Tawareekh ka ek Warg” (lit.: A page 
from the History of Bhadarwah] while referring to the ancient history: 
of Bhadarwah in the book “Vasuki Puran”, he writes: “Even though the 
historical contexts of Bhadarwah have been detailed in a book “Vasu 
Puran”, but because the book has been written in Sanskrit, it is e ; 
improbable that the people being alien to the language would rea and 
thus know about such historical events. Therefore, to facilitate one 


Ndepen. 
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all with these historical contexts of the region, following few lines are 
being placed on the record: - The present town of Bhadarwah which 
has been known as Nagar, is the third biggest town of this Tehsil which 
was earlier known as Hattery Nagar. Before the flourishing of this town, 
two other towns known as “Dhonga Nagar” and “Awadhu Nagar” are 
known to have existed at the site. These were present near the place 
what is now known as the village “Moundha”, located at a distance of 
around 1.5 miles in the south of the present town. History says that 
both these areas were completely destroyed in a devastating food some- 
time in the past, which is in fact the truth. Even today if these villages 
are viewed from a great height, rows of giant stones and massive boul- 
ders bear testimony to the hundreds of bodies, buried under them. In 
short, after the devastation of these villages, people started to settle in 
and around the market of Seeri. The name ‘Seeri’ was given after the 
huge patch of land that belonged to a Zamindar including the Chowk 
of Seeri. Even today a huge field is known as Seer in the Bhadarwahi 
language. The word ‘Seer’ began to be later known as Seeri.” 

While mentioning about the old Rajas of Bhadarwah during the 
second phase of this historic period, the writers of “History of Punjab 
Hill States”; Hutchison and Vogel have said that these kings ruled over 
Bhadarwah for a long period of time and that Donga Nagar was the 
headquarters during the time. Mr Des Raj Katil, in one of his essays 
“Athkhar” writes about the same as follows: “In terms of historical 
significance, the area of Athkhar is very important. The famous places 
of Donga Nagar and Awadha Nagar flourished under this very region. 
This dates back to the time when the present Sartingal and the village 
of Parot- newly developing habitations in the lower areas of Gadh, 
were at the same level. The deep Haloun Nallah that flows between 
them today would not flow there; instead, it would flow in the south- 
hare ee thence passing through Sartingal and Power House 
ined’ a would merge with Neeru river at Rao. The confluence is 
bigs ay by people and is known as Ghangu. The route of Hi- 
tibivdces ie ee altered after the second great flood in the 
settled is etely submerged Awadha Nagar. Earlier people had 

an area spanning from Donga Nagar, present village 
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Mounduh to Bagan and Gangu. This portion of land is nowa dys 
known as Barogli. When this area was also devastated by some flog 4 
the King whose capital was at Gadh, inhabited another place which he 
named as Awadha Nagar after his own name. However, after the wash- 
ing away of this region t00, the King settled at a third place along the 
banks of Bhadrandi (Mash Dev Rivulet), where the village of Bhadar- 


wat exists today.” 

MeN. C. Korwal, in his 
Bhadarwah, Kishewar, and Doda” (pages 109-110), has revealed a very 
interesting account on the devastation of the capital of Bhadarwah, 
Donga Nagar and subsequent rehabilitation in the current town. He 
writes - “It is said that the old capital of Bhadarwah was near Sartingal 


(today known as Garh; Dou 
Asha Pati of Mahabharata, t 
named Udha Nagar below it (presently known as Moonda). The vicin- 
ity where present Bhadarwah to 
gle being used as crematorium 
ascetic in the garb of mendican 
manded ‘Ladoo’ a kind of sweet from each house. Everyon 
the demand of this ascetic as absurd and laughed at him instead of the 
fulfillment of the demand. When this mendicant reached the house of 
an old lady at Doungha Nagar (the present Garh village), a kind lady 
fulfilled the desire of this sage. Being pleased with the behavior of the 
old lady he from his ‘Kamandal’ (a sort of pot in hand) gave her hand- 
ful of ashes and told her that “this habitation is near destruction, anda 
complete annihilation awaits the valley from the rains and thunder 
storm commencing from tomorrow. In case the rain and stor 
stop, you please spray this ash powder around your house; you wi 

saved.” It is believed that the prophecy of the mendicant turned true 
and entire habitation was washed away and the entire valley ame ut 
der heavy boulders, which are said to be still visible in the viciniy 
stretched in an area about 3 sq. km. Only that lady along with inmates 
was saved from the catastrophe. One Amlok Nambardar of sai Gath 
village mentioned in Kashmir Gazetteer by the author Charles Elliso® 


Bates is said to be the cession of the same class. (This event seems £0 


ngha Nagar, is said to be the capital of King | 
here was another thickly populated town — 
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have taken place during the regime of Raja Abhay Paul 1691-1707 
AD). Then the rest population escaped from this natural calamity, se- 
lected the site for new habitation, where the Present town of Bhadar- 
wah exists, and settled there which was named as N. 
remained the capital for the coming rulers of thi 
known as Bhadarwah, those days.” 

This incident has also been mentioned in detail in “Kashmiri Lok 
Kahaniyan” |lit.: Folk Tales of Kashmir] (Research: Ghulam Rasool Ta- 
aos Banihali), which has been published by the National Institute of 
Folk Heritage, Islamabad, Pakistan under the editorship of Mazhar-al- 
Islam. After the mention of the incident of Raja Nag Paul's submission 
in the court of Emperor Akbar along with other Rajas (Rulers), he 
writes as follows: 

“The narrator says that it is the same Basak or Basaki who had in 
ancient times fled from Kashmir and taken refuge near Kund Kailash 
Lake of the Kamlaas Mountain. It dates back to a time when there was 
no trace of the present Bhadarwah town while the Center lay in the 
town ‘Doogh Nagar’ located at the confluence of River Neeru and Riv- 
ulet Bhilans. It is said that a very severe drought struck the place in 
those times and Basak disguised as a beggar started begging for alms. 
He knocked at every door but returned empty-handed every time. At 
last, he shouted out at the door of an old woman. The old woman in- 
vited the beggar in. “I’ve nothing much to eat but some wild herbs. 
Come over, we shall both manage on it.” As the traveler sat down, the 
old woman saw the drops of water dripping down from the girdle of 
the man. She at once concluded that her guest was no ordinary beggar 
but ‘Basak Nag’, Seeing his secret identity unveiled, Basak Nag warned 
the old woman not to disclose the secret to anybody. He also informed 
her that within a few days, Doodh Nagar was to get completely 
drowned. A very powerful storm struck the region after some days; 
such lightning struck the mountains that a single torrent of flood com- 
pletely swept away the town. It was only the cottage of the old woman 
that survived, The giant boulders that still exist at the confluence of the 
‘wo rivers are a stark reminder of the same flood. The people in those 
times suffered through tough times of droughts.” 


agri and this Nagri 
s hilly principality 
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While referring to J. N. Ganhar, Sukh Dey Singh Charak in h 
‘History and Culture of Himalayan States’ (vol 
writes: 


“The cult of Kali in the form of Bhadrakali y 


iS book 
uMe 6, page 154.155) | 
Was Once dominant c 
ame from Bhadrakaj 

Supplicated her 
da” 


or while changing its name 
from Donga Nagar to Bhadarwah; during which it got smoothened 


One of the most accepted explanations for its nomenclature as ‘Bha- 
darwah’ is its relation to the temple of Bhadrakali. 

Another tradition reveals that the area of Bhadarwah was also f= 
mously known as Bhadardeep, Bhaderdesh, Bhaderkashi, and Bhadat 
Ashram, which later began to be known at first as Bhadravakash, Bh- 


mentioned the place as ‘Bhadaravakas’ in his popular book ‘Rajcarang- 
ini’. While discussing it Stein writes: 

“The mountainous area of Bhadarwah, which slowly bends towards 
Chenab, has been named as ‘Bhadaravakas’ in Rajtarangini. Its rules 
until the recent centuries were suzerains of Chamba state. The similar 
might also be true for the Preceding centuries, given that no mention 


of any ruler of Bhadarwah has been made by Kalhan in his list of rule 
that controlled these mountainous tracts.” 

Early Mentions of the History of Bhadarwah in the 
Background of N 


eighbouring Himalayan States 
A huge number of local and foreign historians, researchers and 3” 
thors have tirelessly tried to clear the long-standing haze that his 10 
history of Bhadarwah, but still the history ae of 
century B.C. remained shrouded under the thick bla" 


Scured the ancient 
the 12% 
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darkness; due to which we were deprived of the information about the 
reasure of these thousands of years old historical events. One cannot 
conclude whether to hold negligence or the indifference of our es- 
reemed forefathers; the political instabilities of the times or the finan- 
cial depravity; or say the educational backwardness of the people re- 
sponsible for this loss. ‘There is also a possibility that people didn’t even 
have any idea about the art of history writing at all. It is also possible 
that in the fast and turbulent happenings of the times, some secret fear 
could have kept a contemporary writer from harmonizing his curiosity 
and research with the frozen legacy of the times, and thus report the 
events in the form of some authentic and comprehensive history which 
could have otherwise enabled him to become the caravan-leader of his- 
torians. Since the beginning, the historians have maintained the opin- 
ion that the area, because of its remoteness and arduous passages, re- 
mained fogged away from the eyes of writers. This is why its history 
remained buried within the chests of many a person while no writer of 
the time could mould it into writing. 

Actually like Doda, Bhadarwah also was never destined to have a his- 
torian like Kalhan who could have preserved its invaluable historical trea- 
sure or other significant events of this beautiful valley by penning down 
about it, It could also be presumed that some old related manuscripts are 
still locked away in closets of some household. It should be hoped that 
young students of history shall continuously strive to discover these man- 
uscripts so that our unknown historical and cultural legacy could be con- 
nected with the available knowledge about the region; chus equipping us 
to present an authentic and compiled history of Bhadarwah before the 
world. Once accomplished, the endeavor would forever be counted as a 
testimony to our insight towards research and patriotism. 

In the absence of any authentic and compiled history of the region, 
historians and writers have had little chances to write who have relied on 
a few available sketchy anecdotes like legends, folk tales, incidents, trav- 
clogues of tourists, exchanged letters between kingdoms, copper plates, 
royal proclamations, etc. which have helped them tie some of the loose 
strands of history. Or they have gone far enough as to refer to the infer- 
ences made in “The History of Kishtwar’ and to the cursory reviews or 
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publicity programs, got some important research articles written and 
published on the History, Culture and Development of District Doda; 
which include “District Profile” printed in 1998 AD, among, others, 
Recently, a book “She valley of Chenab” by Nasir Fareedi Sahib was 
published in 2004 AD which is a valuable addition in the lot. 

According to Mr Bhushan Gupta “Bhadarwah was a forest, where 
people used to come from Basobli, Billawar, and Chamba to tend their 
cattle, The prince of Billawar those days was one Bhoj Paul, ‘This prince 
had two sons. ‘The elder son, Saryadhak, succeeded his father to the 
throne. Destiny brought the younger brother, Radhak to Bhadarwah, 
He cleared the forests and established Bhagwati Kalie’s temple and de- 
nominated his capital — Bhadar Kashi in the name of this temple. When 
ason was born to Radhak, he was christened as Bhadar Paul. After 
Radhak, Bhadar Paul, became the ruler of Bhadarwah. ‘This epoch cen- 
ters ound 843 Bikrami (787 B.C). Raja Bhadar Paul had a son named 
Raja Prithvi Paul who became heir to the Bhadarwah state after his fa- 
ther’s demise. Prithvi Paul begot two sons- Ajay Paul and Brahm Chand. 
After Raja Prithvi Paul, Raja Ajay Paul, Raja Krishan Paul, Raja Kailash 
Paul, Kanhaiya Paul, and then Maha Paul became the rulers of Bhadar- 
wah one after the other, When Humayaun ruled Delhi, Raja Maha 
Paul was Bhadarwah’s ruler.”!40! 

“Like other states, many traditions have been born concerning the 
establishment of the kingdom in Bhadarwah, its first King, as well as 
the Naga (snake) worship in the valley. Historians opine in agreement 
that the worship of Nag Devta in mountains in general, and in different 
parts of Bhadarwah in particular; has been a characteristic of Bhadar- 
wah since ancient times. Nag Devta i.c. Vasuki Nag is understood to be 
the first king of Bhadarwah. Also recalled by the name of Bas Dev, he is 
regarded as the Patron Deity. The legend probably refers to a time when 
Naga-worship was being supplanted by Vaishnavism in Kashmir which 
forced the Nagas i.e. the ancient inhabitants of the Kashmir valley to 
flee towards the arduous and remote parts of the Himalayan regions. In 
some of the Sanskrit literature, the mention of Basak Naga has been 
made as Vasuki and has been considered as the King of Nagas. Vasuk 
Nag or Basak Nag was originally an inhabitant of Kashmir valley. Ac- 
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cording to Neel Mac Puran which was compiled in Bhadarwaly, on 
count of the enmity of Nagas with Garuda, their chiet Vashi 
proached Vishnu who granted them safety In Satisata (Kashmir) ay 
appointed Nila as theie King, According to a Kashmiri legend, a ty 
named as Susdangul would kidnap the people's wives. ‘The Napa ki 
Neel thus exiled him away from Kashmir to the Mount Usirikha int 
land of Darwaran, where Vishnu granted him security, Accotting 
Sukh Dev Singh Charak, Mount Usirikha is the present Kailash Kut 
of Bhadarwah. In the legends of Bhadarwah, the name of Vasuk Nag 
has being carried on rather than Susdangul.” '" 
According to the commonly shared legend in the Kashmir Vall 

and the Bhadarwah, the Naga tribe had come to Bhadarwah [ro 
Kashmir and had also spread across other mountainous tanges. |] 
sole reason for this migration was to find some respite from the pers 
secution at the hands of the Vaishno-worshippers. As per a local | 
end, it is said that even though Vasuki Nap was the actual king 
Kashmir, he had to flee away from the place because of mischief 
someone as the Vahaan of Vaishno, the Guruda, kept pursuing, Vas 
everywhere, At last, Vasuk Nag plunged into Kund Kailash and sou 
refuge there. Garuda cut across a corner of this Lake and its water 
started draining out. Sensing the danger, according to a legend, “ 
propitiated Bhadrakali Devi. It is said that she cleft a bank of her lake 
situated higher in the Kailash and consequently Kailash Kund started 
refilling with water, Garuda returned disappointed back to Kashmite 
It is said that the area of Bhadarwah was already possessed f 
Bhadrakali. When in his flight, Vasuk Nag entered the Bhadarwah 
Valley; Bhadrakali taking pity on him granted him the kingdom of 
Bhadarwah. By the amalgamation of Nag, Kali and Shakti cults, 
Shaivism flourished way more than Vaishnavism."°! 

Because of its relation to Bhadrakali, the cult of Kali was once # 
dominant creed of the area. As has been mentioned before that ¢ 
name ‘Bhadarwah’ has been derived from ‘Bhadrakali’; because, ber 
fore giving it to Vasuk Nag, it was her abode when she granted reluBé 
to him from the wrath of Guruda. A common legend says that 
Devi was the sister of Vasuk Nag, She had two other brothers as 
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While the elder was named as Mahil Nag, the younger was known as 
Subhar Nag. Vasuk was the intermediate of the three, Bhadrakali 
was very fond of Vasuk and thus very kind to her. Although she 
didn’t want to offend her other brothers, the eruth was that deep 
within she wanted Vasuk Nag to become the King of Bhadarwah. 
She invited all her three brothers to form a government, It was de- 
cided that whoever of them should see the sun first would become 
the Raja of Bhadarwah. Kali Devi concealed away the sun from the 
sight of the other wo brothers. ‘Therefore, it was Vasuk Nag who 
first saw the sun, as its first rays fell into his room, followed by those 
of Sheesh Nag or Subhar Nag and Mahil Nag. However, it is said 
when the other ewo brothers got upset, Bhadrakali divided her entire 
kingdom into three equal parts. The area along the left bank of Nee- 
ru river was given to Vasuk Nag while the right was given to Subhar 
Nag, and Mahil Naga got the area of Bhalesa his share, Temples were 
established at these places (which would be discussed in detail in the 
forthcoming pages). After the execution of this secret connivance, 
Vasuk Nag was granted the throne of Bhadarwah and he thus be- 
came the first king of the place. Kali Devi seated him in her own 
place while shifting herself another position behind him. After it 
whatever had to be recorded was written in the name of Vasuk Nag 
as the first king of the place. 

Professor Sukh Dev Singh Charak, in his book “History and Culture 
of Himalayan States” (volume 6 page 155) presents an interesting ac- 
count of the reasons which deterred other brothers of Vasuk Nag to see 
the sun, and also of the close relations, etc. of Bhadrakali with other 
Nagas as follows: 

“Another interpretation of this myth may also be that Bhadrakali 
might have been made the personification of the thunderstorm. This 
name signifies the holy black goddess. Her distinctive attributes in- 
clude the trident, the mace, the rabor and cup, symbolising thunder, 
lightning, and rain respectively. It also explains her close associations 
with the snake-gods, her brothers, who like her, are givers of rains and 
producers of storms. It was in that capacity that she was able to conceal 
the morning sun from the other two brothers so that it could be seen 
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by Basak Nag who was believed to have his abode on the highes, 
in Bhadarwah.” “t peak 
According to the writer of “History and Culture of Himal 

States”, even if it is assumed that the origin of popular legends a 
minds of God-conscious persons, it may also be considered that “thouph 
seemingly absurd they yet command quite an explanation.” Sukh Dey 
Singh Charak writes: “The migration of Naga tribe to the valley and its 
occupation by them leading to the assimilation of the earlier with the | 
new seems to be a plausible interpretation of the legend in terms of 
history; and a sectarian revolution in the Kashmir valley, in terms of 
religion.” 


{): 
(2): 
(3): 
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Ancient Rulers Of The State 
Of Bhadarwah 


0 Naas to Professor Sukh Dev Charak, “A second legend, seem- 
ingly a historical event, sheds glimpses of a proto-historical dynas- 
ty described in the Vanshavali of Bhadrawah ruling family. This takes us 
back to the Mahabharata era when this dynasty ruled in the valley, with 
its capital at Doungha Nagar. Only two names of the rulers of this dy- 
nasty have been recorded in the Vasnavali. These are, Jobnath, the 
founder of the dynasty and his heir-apparent, Meghnath.'" As they are 
supposed to be contemporary of the Pandavas, they may be taken as 
purely mythical.'!” Ie is said that Pandavas wanted to perform a sacri- 
fice for which they were in dire need of a Panch-Kalyani horse, which 
even after exhaustive search could not be found. Such a horse was final- 
ly discovered to be with Jobnath which they sought to carry away by 
force. An intense battle was fought between Jobnath and Pandavas at 
Donga Nagar, in which Jobnath and his heir-apparent Meghnath got 
Killed. It is also said that after the killing of father-son duo, the second 
son of Jobnath, Ram Chandar pursued the Pandavas for a long distance 
until he also got killed in the final fight at Tund. The horse was origi- 
nally required for Ashumedha Yagia sacrifice. After much bloodshed, 
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they finally took the Panch Kalyani horse away. vied ancient dynasty a 

ania nd"! The stray names of some Rajas of 
Nhadarwah thus came to ane fel ‘cine sa 
Ranas of un ancient date have also been related to t re incident, s0 as to 
be remembered as a memory of the bygone eras, With reference to Vow 
gel, Dr Pritam Krishan Koul also mentions such incidents. Like other 
hill states of Jammu and Kangra, etc., small areas of Bhadarwah were 
alay ruled over by Ranas before the established of any strong kingdom 
asx a whole, 

Professor Udhay Singh ‘Thakur, in one of his essays, writes that the 
anctent King of Doungha Nagar Jobnath was also one among these 
Ranas, who belonged to the area Athkhar. After the end of his king- 
dom, other Ranas took the job of controlling and running the king 
dom, which according to a presumption, continued until the 10° cen- 
tury B.C. As has been mentioned before, there were a lot of stall 
principalities of Thakurs in the valley of Chenab, which have left be- 
hind their indelible marks even until date. On the other hand, a major 
ity of the rulers of Bhadarwah and Bhalesa were Ranas. The history of 
Bhadarwah reveals that they retained their power and influence down 
to as late a period as the 17" century, even though they also had their 
times of small internal conflicts at the local level. 

Ishrae Kashmiri, in the Supplement-IV of “Tareekh-e-Kishtwar’, 
writes, “It seems that a Central government had been established in 
Bhadarwah after a long span of time which otherwise was ruled over in 
small territories by their chieftains. If these chieftains were powerful, 
they would be independent; and if weak, would become tributary 00 
the Central King of Bhadarwah, Bhadarwah especially Nagar was ruled 
over by Paul dynasty. In ancient times, District Doda was connected t0 
the outside world through Bhadarwah, wherefrom one could reach Ba 
sohli, Noorpur, Kangra; thence Punjab and Delhi. King Paul reigned 
over Basohli. Because of Basohli and Bhadarwah being in opposite di 


rections of Sarthal Dhaar, it is fairly possible that some prince of Paul 


dynasty could have come from Basohli and inter-married with the Roy- 
al family which could be a 


ete. cause of his association with the said family 
rh ‘ this way, Paul dynasty could have inherited the throne of Bha 
larwah,” 7 


Section—2 |199} 


Dr Pritam Krishan Koul in his book, “Himalayan Principalities” 
(Page 135-138) writes about the ancient Kings of Bhadarwah as fol- 
jows: 

“Bhadarwahs Paul rulers came to Bhadarwah much after 1086 AD 
whereas the earlier inhabitants of Bhadarwah were residing on the 
mountain slopes between Neeru and Kalnai (Do-ab or Drab) i.e, Bhal- 
ra, Kapra, Shiva, Jagota, Thathri belt, where wood and water was in 
plenty and living sater and the rulers of this belt were residing at Kanda 
and must have been Khasas or Ranas of the region. A place at the lower 
end of Bhadarwah valley is still called by the name of Dranga meaning 
Gareway. It is from here that the beautiful valley of Bhadravakash is 
clearly visible, with snowbound majestic peaks of Sun Bain and Kaplas 
Mountain in the background. It is again from Dranga that the mild 
ascent towards Kishewar and Kashmir on the traditional route begins.” 

He further writes, “Named after Bhadravakash, the valley of “Bha- 
darwah” being located on the traditional route between Kashmir and 
Pathankot and thence to Delhi, through the safer and sacred route, 
acted as a resting place for Kashmiri rulers. The presence of an image of 
Bodhisarme in the Gupt Ganga temple and the presence of Halo around 
Buddha's face, after its partial decipherment speaks of the installation of 
the image, in this important cave temple, of Bhadarwah, back to the 
eleventh or owelfth century, to which era the script on the Halo be- 
longs.” 

He further adds, “It is quite possible that Raja Ananra (1028-63 
AD), Kalsa (1063-87 AD), Sussla (1112-1128 AD) and Jai Simha, 
during their campaigns against the hill chiefs, between 1028-1150 
AD, stayed at Bhadarwah (Bhadravakash), donated and installed - 
statue in the famous cave temple, where an inscription in Brehm, an 
cistern already existed. Around this time, Kashmir's Buddhist Semen 
was already shattering but had not completely disappeared, and inst | 
lation of such a statue at Bhadarwah could have ae 
well as political implications for the rulers of i ah aoe ne 
Cipalities of Jammu and Kangra, including Bhacarwe had bogus 
subjugated by Kashmir rulers. Bue their hold over the ee ene 
to decrease, because of the revolt and rebellion of the Kas' P 
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tender Bhiksachara between 1112 and 1120 AD and the 
dered to him by most of the hill chiefs, especially those 
Billawar, Babapur, Banihal, and Rajouri. By 1158 AD wh 
died, the hold of Kashmir over the hill region had almost 
Chamba and Billawar were striving for increasing their 5 
ence especially in the northern Churah Wazarat or Seole 
some historical references, Dr Sahib further writes “Rule 
had moved to the middle Ravi region in the 10 century and estab 
lished their capital at Chamba, and were now trying to dominate the 
local petty chiefs or Ranas as they were called; and from this time ons 
wards, were also trying to extend their territory to the northwest in the 
Churuh region, adjacent to Bhadarwah and Bhalesa. Recently discoy. 
ered inscriptions point to the fact that Churuh Wazarat of Chamba ha 
been under Vallapur (Billor) prior to the tenth century; and many cen 
turies onwards, Afterward, it became a bone of contention between the 
two states down to the modern time.” With reference to Vogel, Dr Koul: 
writes: “The hold of Ranas over Bhadarwah and Bhalesa remained 
probably under the subjugation of Chamba till the early 16% century! 


Nag Paul of Debe-ri-Kothi 


In the middle of the twelfth century, when the rule of King Jay Sim 
ha was nearing end, and Kashmir’s control over this hilly region 7 
also at its lowest ebb, we find a powerful and popular baron Nag Pa 
of Debe-ri-Kothi emerging in the Bhalra Pargana of Churah ne 
Bhadarwah. A lot of popular legends and folk tales have been attach 
to his name. His area of domain included the upper Neeru i.e. At ida 
har Illaqa, where he had endowed Brahmins with plots of land and 0" 
the upper routes leading in and out of the valley of Bhadarw . wall 

Before the establishment of Paul dynasty in the valley of wns ovel 
we get some historical references suggesting that the area was 4 ve bad 
by one king Vasuki in the Mahabharata era. This is said to ch bis 
even before the reign of King Asha Pati when he had are id 
capital in Doungha Nagar near Sartingal. Legend says that This view 
Queen of Raavan was the daughter of the same King Vasuki. ani how 
is also seconded by another historical legend of Panch Kaly 
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which was needed by Yudhistra, the King of Pandavas. To get posses- 
sion of the horse from the King Asha Pati, a fierce battle was fought 
near Sewaj Dhaar in which Megh Nath, the son of Jobh Nath was 
killed and Jobh Nath along with the King, renouncing the Kingdom 
went with Bhima to see Lord Krishna. “ 


‘The Reign of Raja Jobh Nath 


Some biographers suggest that King Jobh Nath who reigned in up- 
per Illaqa of Bhadarwah Athakahar much before 1340 B.C., belonged 
to a branch of the Suraj Bansi clan. He had established his settlement 
in the intermediate Hlaqa named as Doungha Nagar that lay between 
village Mounduh and Gadh (Sartingal); and had constructed royal Pal- 
aces, houses for ministers, courts, and offices. In addition to these, he 
had also laid out a lot of gardens. This small principality of Jobh Nath 
was situated at a very beautiful place. In those times, the valley of Bha- 
darwah was known as Neeru Valley. Every village of the valley was ruled 
over by either Ranas or Thakurs. Besides Bhadarwah, their influence 
was also present over other areas in Bhalesa and Marmat Galiyan, where 
their descendants can still be found. 

The literal meaning of ‘Doungha Nagar’ is ‘the low-lying village’. 
This Illaqa was located in the low-lying areas of Athkhar which was 
enclosed by Rivulet Haloon and Neeru river that served as its fortifica- 
tion. Doungha Nagar was also surrounded by forests. Open pastures 
marked its northern, eastern as well as western parts. Illaga Athkhar has 
otherwise been a fertile land for agricultural purposes. Jobh Nath was 
very benevolent and just King. During his reign, peace prevailed upon 
the entire Doungha Nagar. Both the King and his subjects believed in 
Shaivism and worshipped Lord Shiva. People, by and large, were well- 
off. Food was produced in abundance. It is said that Bhadarwahi was 


their mother tongue. 


Genealogy-of Rulers of Doungha Nagar 

The genealogy of the Kings of Doungha Nagar, Awadho Nagar, 
Bhadravarat and Bhaderkashi have been provided by Mr Des Raj Katil, 
which show that before the flooding of Doungha Nagar, it was ruled 
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over by eight Kings. Then the settlement of Awadho Nagar was inal 
ited which was ruled over by six Kings. After the devastation of sat 
hu Nagar in a flood, King Badar inhabited the city of Bhadravat and 
named it after his own name; which is still known as Bhadarvat (Sart- 
ingal). This era should have been a golden era of history, 


Genealogy 


Kings Doungha Nagar, Awadhu Nagar, and Bhadravat, Bhadar Kashi 
(All the Kings established their capitals at Gadha, Soulangi 
Raja Megh Varun 


Raja Jobh Nath 


Raja Dhurab Nath 


Raja Saavan 
(Shaam Kiran horse had been taken from Raja Saavan for 
Asvamedha of the Pandavas at Indraprastha.) 


Raja Baavan 


Raja Sundar 


Raja Suran 


Raja Jabdhar (Doungha Nagar) 
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Raja Awadhi 
(After Hooding of Doungha Nagar, Raja Awadhu established a 
Nagar alter his name, A big university in the same time was 
also established here,) 


Raja Bhog Nath 


Raja Sampat Nath 


Raja Vishvu Jeet 


Raja Karam Veer 


Raja Param Veer (Awadhu Nagar) 


Raja Badar (Bhadsavat Nagar) 


After Awadhu Nagar was washed away ina flood, King Badar inhab- 
ited the city of Bhadravat and named it after his own name; which is 
still known as Bhadarvat (Sartingal). ‘This era should have been a gold- 
en era of history. No family tree is available neither before Raja Meph 
Varun nor after Raja Bhadar.”! 

According to the historians, after the conquest of Radhay Paul, Bha- 
darwah could not become a separate and independent State and be- 
came Jagir or fief subject to Balor for a long time. It took Bhadarwah 
many years to become an independent state. ‘The list of local Rajas 
contains only sixteen or seventeen names. ‘This era would not carry us 
much farther than the fifteenth century. The possibility thar Bhadar- 
wah existed as an independent State until the 8" century AD cannot he 
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ruled out. The ruling dynasty of Bhadarwah was also a br anch of : 
Balor or Billawar, like Bhadu, which had separated from iq in around 
15" century AD. 

‘ith respect to their origin, this dynasty was related 
ruling houses of Mayapuri (Haridwar), which included 
and Bhadarwah. The state of Balor came into existence in 
ninth century AD. 

Besides these, there was another state which wa 
ban along river Chenab and was known as “Battal State”, which has 
been mentioned as “Vartula” in Rajtarangini. The rulers of Daeng Bat- 
tal had converted to Islam during Shah Jahan’s reign, 


Balowria Dynasty 


Narsingh Das Nargis, Professor Sukh Dev Singh Charak and other 
historians are of the common opinion that “one person walked to Bille _ 
awar from Almorah and established his Kingdom here.” It is said that _ 
he also belonged to Ranas. Later some ‘remote ancestor’, in the words | 
of Narsingh Das Nargis, “shifted his capital to Basohli, due to which } 
the state of Balowria King Basohli, got famous.” The kings of the same 
Balowria clan established the states of Bhadu and Billawar; and the fief ~ 


of Samrita. There is a lot of contribution of this clan in the history of : 
Dogra land. 


© four other 
Kulu, Balor, 
the eighth or 


S located near Ram. 


The Initiation of the Authentic History of Bhadarwah 


The authentic and evidential history of Bhadarwah begins Hon 
around tenth century AD; when the ruler of Billawar Raja Bhog ia 
fourth descendant Raja Bhoj Paul, became the King of the ane 
has been mentioned before, he had two sons. The elder was wn 
and the younger Radhik. After Bhoj Paul, Satya Dhak iene 
throne of Billawar while Radhik proceeded to Bhadarwah and gf? al 
it. After this victory of Radhak Paul, the area of Bhadarwah Loa 
Jagir or fief subject to Billawar, the status which continued for © re 
ties. Only the mention of its sixteen or seventeen Rajas has al 
corded in history. 


Heti- 
Mr Nek Chand Kotwal, in his book, “Political and Cultural : 
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rage of Bhadarwah, Kishtwar, and Doda” writes about the ancient his- 
rory of Bhadarwah as follows (Page 108): 

“After the famous war of Mahabharata which was fought between 
Kurwas and Pandavas, there was mass destruction and human devasta- 
tion, perhaps due to the destructive weapons used. Hardly a few hun- 
dred souls which managed to remain immune from the effects of war 
fled towards mountainous ranges in the eastern Himalayan belt. Among 
these souls was Raja Bhog Paul who linked himself to the Pandavas, 
and fled to the Shivalik region via Almorah. He was from Lunar race 
(Chander Vanshi). For peace and rest, he selected the jungles of Billa- 
war, To reach this place, he routed through Haridwar, Jawala Mukhi 
(Kangra) and Nurpur. Ballawar at that time was a dense jungle where 
herds of cattle and goat used to come for grassing in pastures, from the 
scattered population of a few villages around it. The only construction 
in this jungle was an old Mahadev temple, which was believed to be 
constructed by Pandavas, the ancestors of Bhoj Paul. He was moved by 
this idea, as such settled in this vicinity. A few houses which Bhoj Paul 
managed to settle there were named Villaur, and later on Ballawar.” 


Kandhot-An Important Historical Place 


It is said that Bhadarwah remained an independent state until the 
eighth century AD. Then in the tenth or eleventh century AD, it re- 
mained under the Kashmiri rulers or King Annat and also under Ma- 
haraja Kalas. All the historians agree upon the fact thar Maharaja Kalas 
Dev of Kashmir (1082-1088 AD) had invited eight hilly Rajas to a 
conference held in his Darbar in the winters which also included Raja 
Awdath Dev of Kishtwar. The mention of this Raja has also been appel- 
latively made in “Rajtarangini” as “Outum Raja”. The conference wit- 
nessed the participation of Raja Keerti of “Babapur” (present Bhaboor 
Doda), Usta Raja Chamba, the son of Kalishta, the owner of Vallapur 
ie. Balor (Billawar), Raja Sangram Paul, the King of Rajouri or Ra- 
jpoori, Raja Lohar of Loharun i.e. Loharun Poonch, Raja Sangota of 
Udras, Gambhir Singh, the leader of Kandha and the great King of 
Kishtwar Raja Outum. The mention of Bhadarwah from 1101-1127 
AD is also found in “Rajrarangini” which proves its existence as an in- 
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dependent state. But post-fifteenth century, we find se 
gies of Rajouri which have internal disparities. 

In the words of Dr Pritam Krishan Koul “Stein could Not identi 
Kanda exactly, though he has identified most of the places eine 
in Rajtarangini. According to his presumption, Kanda must be situated 
somewhere immediate towards the southeast of Kashmir.” According 
to Koul Sahib, “Kanda, however, is no else a place but the Village of | 
Kandhot near Bhela in the Drab Illaga of Bhadarwah Tehsil. Being 
situated on the strategic point, on the borders of the old Principalities 
of Kishtwar, Chamba, Billawar and Bhadarwah, Kandhot must have 
been considered as an important place, on the traditional pedestrian 
route from Nurpur, Panthan to Kashmir; passing through Balor, Bas- 
ohli, Bhadravakash, Bhalra, Jagota, Bhela, Kandhot, Jangalwar, Thath- 
ri, Kishtwar and thence to Kashmir. The Kanda Chief Gambhir Singh 
did not belong to the Paul lineage. Bhadarwah’s Paul rulers came to 
Bhadarwah after 1086 AD, whereas the earlier inhabitants of Bhadar- 
wah were residing on the mountain slopes between Neeru and Kalnai 
(Do-ab or Drab) i.e. Bhalra, Kapra, Shiva, Jagota, Thathri belt, where 
wood and water was in plenty. The rulers of this belt resided at Kanda, 
and must have been Khasas or Ranas.”" 

Some archaeological references of Kandhot also help in evidencing 
the notion that the “Kanda” which has been mentioned in Rajtarangini 
is the same as “Kandoot”. One of the rulers who participated in the 
conference of the hilly Rajas called in Kashmir (1087-1088 AD), Gam- 
bhir Singh, belonged to Kandoot. Because the rulers of Kashmir via 
Bhadarwah would go to Pathankot, Amritsar, and Delhi, etc., they . 
named this beautiful valley (Bhadarwah) as Bhadravakaas i.e. 4 80° 
resting place. : 

The Patwar Halga of Kandoot is an important part of the ee 
Tehsil Thathri, which is located a few kilometers away from the ci 
al highway. The people of the place are intelligent and the land is ; 
A pillar carved out in stones in the ancient times can also be ° 
here. In this connection, Dr Pritam Krishan Koul further sii he- 

“As already stated that there is an old pillar and ruined fort on from 
la and folk people assign this fort’s construction to some inva 


Parate Senealo. 
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China, which for anybody is quite surprising. China border is far away 
and there is no evidence of any Bhot (Budhi), Ladhaki or Chinese, po- 
litical, cultural, linguistic or ethnic influence or tradition. Under these 
conditions, such a belief on the part of village folk seemed strange. But 
looking in the matter in the light of historical evidence, one reference of 
Rajtarangini is interesting. It seems probable that Meharkul the terrible 
invader while subduing Khasas around the valley, might have pursued 
them up to Bhela and constructed a fort there.” 

He further writes: “Bhadarwah valley around this time (1087-88 
AD) did not seem to be a political identity but only Bhadravakash or 
a religious place of Badrashram, the area being ruled by traditional 
local Barons or Ranas, as they were called. There is ample evidence 
that these small chieftains ruled their tiny states all along the Hima- 
layan region between Ravi and Jhelum i.e. upper hill region of Jammu 
and Kangra between 7“ and 11% centuries when they were subjugated 
by the founders of various principalities of the region. Vogel has dis- 
cussed them in great details. But even after they being dispossessed of 
their holding by the rulers of comparatively larger principalities; their 
allegiance was eagerly desired by the Thakurs or Mians of the region, 
the later rulers of the hill principality of Bhadarwah, towards the close 
of Eleventh century, which also seems to be dominated by Rana 
Ghambir Singh of Kandhot, but what happened to this tiny principal- 
ity, later on, is not known. Probably, it was reduced later by Rana Nag 
Paul of Debi-ri-kothi of Bera Pargana in the middle of the twelfth 
century, when he subjugated Udhanagar (Sartingal) and Dounganagar 
(village Moundah) of the Athkhar region in the upper Neeru valley of 
the Bhadravakash.”"”! 


Title Deed of Soma Varun and Asata Deva 


The oldest and authentic historical mention of Bhadarwah has been 
made on the title deed of Soma Varman and Asata Deva. Bhadarwah 
has also been mentioned in “Rajtarangini” in connection with the pre- 
tender to the Kashmir throne, Mahabir Mangal. King Susall (1001- 
1128 AD) had exiled Mahabir Mangal on the charge of breeding en- 
mity against the kingdom. He ran away towards Bhadarwah and 
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settled there. From this incident, we may conclude ¢ 
was not under the subjugation of Kashmir at the begin 
century. 

Dr Pritam Krishan Koul writes about the ancient hist 
wah as: “Practically nothing is known about the early history of Bh, 

. ‘4 ‘ a. 
darwah or its rulers except few antiquarian references, Among them th 
most important is the ancient and small cave structure of Gupt Gan fe 
inside which we have a carved foot structure, assigned to famous Pan 
dava Bhima; a small cistern in which water from the cave trickles and 
where Pandavas mother Kunti is said to have bathed; and a script 
carved on the roof of the cave, adjacent to the carved foot, ‘The script 
contains six or seven letters in Brahmi Alphabet of 4% century A.D and 
probably speaks of the place being a cremation ground. Just at the en- 
trance of the cave, a small or mini temple structure stands carved which 
contained an image of Kunti, which now stands stolen from the temple 
along with another very important image of Bodhisattva (Buddha in 
grief) with a Halo around its face containing Sharda script of the 11* 
or 12* century. This statue seems to have been dedicated by one of the 
Kashmiri rulers while staying at Bhadravakash during his military expe- 
ditions. A temple of Shiva with a magnificent Lingham now stands on 
the site adjacent to the Neeru river, and the place is still used as a crt 
mation place.”®! 


hat Bhadarwap 
ning of the 12m 


Ory of Bhadar. 
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03 


Sovereign Rulers Of Bhadarwah 


Genealogy-Rajas of Bhadarwah 


i genealogies, so far as the first eight rulers of Bhadarwah are 
concerned, have been at variance and subject of debate between 
the historians since ever. However, the names recorded following Raja 
Nag Paul are more or less similar. In the words of Professor Udhay 
Chand Thakur, “Bhadarwah during the ancient and medieval periods 
of history was an independent principality. ‘The people were never sub- 
jugated and were free and prosperous, of course, under the benevolent 
rule of the Rajas of the Lunar race. These rulers widened their power 
after playing successful battle innings with the rulers of the neighbour- 
ing principalities, such as Chamba, Basohli, Bhadu, and Kishtwar. They 
never neglected the welfare and good of their subjects. Many works of 
the public utility were undertaken. Temples and forts were built, Ca- 
nals and “Kuhals” were dug out, springs and shrines were laid out. 
Various traditions and customs which are a peculiarity of Bhadarwah 
was a period of Cultural attainments. All 
£ the benevolence of the rulers of Rajas 
ul, Nag Paul, Dhrit Paul, and 


were given an impetus. This 
these achievements remind us 0: 


like Lakshmi Dev, Dhari Paul, Kailash Pa 
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Sampat Paul. However, Rajas like Fateh Paul, Daya Paul, and Pahar | 
Chand were incapable and inefficient both as generals and rulers, Up. 
der them, Bhadarwah lost much of its prominence and the clouds of 
disruption loomed large on the horizon. ¢ vonsequently, Bhadarwah fell 
to the influence and suzerainty of Chamba, From 1781-1821 AD, Bha- 
darwah virtually remained a vassal state of Chamba, During this period 
its rulers confessed loyalty to the Raja of Chamba and acknowledped 
his suzerainty, paying a regular tribute. But whenever the tribute was 
withheld, Bhadarwah had to suffer from the onslaught of the army of 
Chamba. In 1783 AD Bhadarwah was attacked and its indigenous fort 
and some portion of the town were destroyed.” 

In the mention of the genealogical record of Bhadarwah rulers by 
Thakur Udhay Chand, the seventeen names which have been men- 
tioned are enlisted below: 


Lakshmi Dev 

 Dhari Paul/ Prithvi Paul/ Hassan Paul/ Som Paul 
Kailash Paul 

Khha Paul 

Nar Singh Paul 

Dharam Paul 

Vikram Paul 

Vishambar Paul 

9. Nag Paul 

10. Pratap Paul 

11. Bhagat Paul/ Bhup Chand/ Kunar Chand 


12. Dharat Paul (Dhari Paul- Dhr Paul- Dharti Paul 
Bperahs uv Pau arti Paul) 


14. Medni Paul 
15, Sampat Paul 
16. Fateh Paul 
17, Daya Paul 


PNAYWARwnNHe 


Thakur Kahin Sj 


ngh Bilowria has ‘ ames of those 
rulers as: mentioned the names 
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_ Bhadar Paul 
Prithvi Paul 
Ajay Paul 
Kailash Paul 
Krishan Paul 

. Mahan Paul 
Nag Paul 

. Bishambar Paul 


oN AWE Yh 


On the other hand, Narsingh Das Nargis, in his book, has listed the 


names of these rulers as under: 


Radhak Paul 

Bhadar Paul 

. Prithvi Paul 

. Brahm Chand 

. Ajay Paul 

Kailash Paul 

Krishan Paul 

. Mahan Paul 

. Nag Paul 

10. Vishambar Paul 

11. Bhagat Singh (1707- 1735 AD) 
12. Pahar Chand (1810 AD) 


won anavkwebhP 


Raja Mahan Paul was the ruler of Bhadarwah during the reign of 
Mughal emperor Akbar when his contemporary Raja Doulat Paul was 
the ruler of Basohli. 

The first eight to ten names in the chronology provided by Thakur 
Udhay Singh and Narsingh Das Nargis differ greatly. Dr Pritam Krish- 
an Koul seems surprised at the fact that despite belonging to the Royal 
lineage of Bhadarwah, the list of earlier rulers mentioned by Thakur 
Udhay Singh contains names similar to the rulers of Nurpur or Pathan. 
Vogel also doubts the credibility of the lists of various rulers of hilly 
regions or states of Jammu; and relies on it to some extent only. Despite 
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these contradictions among historians and this great variance in th 
names, we cannot deny that the rulers of Bhadarwah belonged to oh G 
apuri lineage of Noorpur. 4 

Dr Sukh Sev Singh Charak has also expressed the same opinion th 
the names of the first eight Bhadarwah rulers until the reign of Raia 
Nag Paul have been differently mentioned in different sources, Hird 
er, the names mentioned after Raja Nag Paul resemble each other in 
different lists. According to him, the sequence of Bhadarwah rulers is 
an under: 


Dwari Paul 

Kalhin Paul 

Icha Paul 

Ran Singh Paul 
Dharam Paul 
Bikram Paul 
Bishambar Paul 

. Nag or Than Paul"! 


SNA RYND 


After mentioning the above-mentioned names of Rajas, Professor 
Charak also adds the list of rulers as mentioned by Thakur Kahin Singh 


Bilowria, as under: 


Bhadar Paul 
Prithvi Paul 
Ajay Paul 
Kailash Paul 
Krishan Paul 
Mahan Paul 
Nag Paul | 
Bishambar Paul 


SN AW RON > 


Bhadarwah 
had a link 


power par 


Thakur Udhay Singh writes about the ancient rulers of 
as: “The early rulers of this hill principality of Bhadz 
with the Nagas of the Northern India who had come 1nto 
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lel to the Kushan domination. ‘The most prominent of the rulers was 
Vasak-Nag or Vasak-Dev, With the passage of time, a halo of divinity 
seems to have been woven around him for his heroic and miraculous 
deeds, giving rise to his images being installed in temples for public 
worship. He has been represented by a human figure with nine hoods, 
the central hood being placed directly over the head, This suggests that 
he ruled over nine Naga tribal chiefs, ‘The prominent of them were 
Subar-nag who exercised authority over Chinta and Drab, Mahal-nag 
of Bahalasa, Bhudarnag, of Kailas, etc,” 

He further writes, “However, the continuity in the history of Bha- 
darwah began with Lakshmi Dev of Hastnapur (Delhi-Kanauj) who 
occupied Bhadarwah and laid the foundation of well-established dy- 
nastic rule, This seems to have happened towards the close of 8" centu- 
ry AD. Lakshmi Dev, the first Raja of Bhadarwah, was descendent of 
Atar Reshi. He ruled for a fairly long time and extended his bounds to 
the limits of Kishtwar, Doda, Basohli, and Chambaa. He had five sons- 
Dhari Paul, Prithvi Paul, Hassan Paul, Lakhan Paul, and San Paul. Raja 
Lakshmi Dev was succeeded by his eldest son, Dhari Paul, whereas the 
rest of his sons migrated to Bhadu, Basohli, Kulu and Daengbatal re- 
spectively, Raja Dhari Paul was followed by his son Kailash Paul, after 
who originated pilgrimage to Kailash Kund- the abode of Vasak.””! 

Dr Pritam Krishan Koul has, however, a strong disagreement with 
the names mentioned by Thakur Sahib. According to him, the list of 
Thakur Udhay Chand contains names of the earlier rulers similar to the 
rulers of Nurpur or Panthial. 

Thakur Udhay Chand further writes, “During the 16" century AD, 
Bhadarwah was ruled by Vishambar Paul who had two sons, Nag Paul, 
and Ran Chand. Nag Paul, however, succeeded his father. Raja Nag 
Paul emerges to be the most famous and celebrated ruler of Bhadarwah. 
He was endowed with spiritual qualities. His reign coincides with Ak- 
bar, the great Mughal of 16" century AD.” ”! 

Itis also agreed upon by everybody that ‘Mela Patt’ which is celebrat- 
ed for three consecutive days in the compound of Khakhal in the months 
of August and December every year, also originated in the times of Raja 
Nag Paul (details of the events will be separately provided in the forth- 
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coming chapters). On account of his recent research work, Nek Ch 
Kotwal has considered it proper to divide rulers of Bhadarwah from 
7 century till date, in three parts. The first part includes: 


. Raja Bhog Paul of Billawar 
. Raja Radhak Paul 

Bhadar Paul 

. Prithvi Paul (Braham Chand) 
. Ajay Paul 

Kailash Paul 

. Krishan Paul 

~ Mohan Paul 

9. Nag Paul 

10. Bhakat Paul 

11. Dhrub Paul 

12. Abey Paul 

13, Maidani Paul 

14, Sampat Paul 

15. Fateh Paul 

16. Daya Paul 

17. Bhup Paul 

18. Daya Paul (II term) 

19. Pahar Chand 

20. Sikh Commander Dara Singh 
21. Zorawar Singh 

22. Kundan Singh 

23. Prakaram Singh 


PNDAYWARWND 


Then he mentions Dogra rulers in the second part; and finally o 
democratic times after independence, he critically analyses the eo 
governments (with respect to Bhadarwah), He further writes, 
Bhog Paul ruled Bllawar and extended his dominion upto Bhada™ 
and during his lifetime he gave the principality of Bhadarw ane ef 
independent kingdom to his younger son “Radhak” who is the I 
of the dynasty of Paul rulers of Bhadarwah, Before the Paul 4y 
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established its rule in this hilly valley some references are there which 
show that during Mahabharata time some Raja Vasuki was ruling this 
principality of Bhadarwah prior to King Asha Pati, who had established 
capital at Doungha Nagar (near Sartingal). It also finds mention in the 
legends that Mandodar, the Chief Queen of Ravna, was the daughter of 
the same Vasuki.”") 

According to Chamba State Gazetteer, Billawar rulers came from 
Maya Puri in Haridwar and founded the principality. On the other 
hand, according to Vogel the principalities of Kulu, Billawar, Bhadu, 
Bhadarwah, and even Nurpur or Panthan had a common lineage. In 
the genealogical table of Billawar rulers, the son of Bhog Paul is named 
as Nag Paul. Dr Pritam Krishan Koul, in his book! writes (Page142): 
“in the forthcoming chapter, we find an interesting account of Nag 
Paul who ruled over an adjoining territory of Bhadarwah and Bhalesa, 
at Debe-ri-Kothi in Churah Pargana of the Chamba state, berween 
1112 and 1187 AD. If this very Nag Paul is the son of Bhog Paul of 
Billawar or his near or distant relative, then, the founding Billawar 
principality works out to be around the beginning of eleventh century 
as we find some very important historical mentions of Nag Paul in the 
years 1112 AD to 1128 AD and 1160 AD to 1187 AD. Consequently, 
the founding of Bhadarwah principality must be a few centuries later.” 
In agreement with the other historians, Dr Pritam Krishan Koul also 
mentions only around 16 or 17 rulers of the Billawar family, who ruled 
the place, from its first ruler Radhak Paul or Pahar Chand to its last 
chieftain Raja Daya Paul. He has also presented the chronology of the 
Bhadarwah rulers, with the help of other lists provided by his predeces- 


sor historians: 


Radhak Paul 

. Bhadar Paul 

. Prithvi Paul 

Brahm Chand/Ajay Paul 
Kailash Paul 

. Krishan Paul 

- Maha Paul 


NAY RWN 
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8. Nag Paul-II 

9. Vishambar Paul 

10. Bhagat Paul - around 1620-1691 AD 

11. Dhruv Paul - Dhari Paul - around 1613 AD 
12. Abhay Paul - around 1691-1707 AD 

13. Medni Paul 


- around 1707-1735 AD 
- around 1735-1770 AD 
- around 1770-1790 AD 
- around 1790-1810 AD 
- around 1810-1821 AD 


14, Sampat Paul 
15. Fateh Paul 
16. Daya Paul 
17. Pahar Chand 


Charak Sahib 


has mentioned the following tulers of Paul lineage 
who ruled Bhad 


arwah state after Nag Paul: 


» Bhakat Paul 
Doop Paul 
- Abhey Paul (1691-1779 AD) 
» Medini Paul (1 707-1730 AD) 
Sampat Paul 
Fateh Paul 
Daya Paul 
Pahar Chand- 


son of Bhup Chand 
In “History and Culture of Himalayan States” (volume 4), he ars 
_ From 182] AD Onwards, Bhadarwah was ruled by Chamba ub 
cials. In 1833 AD, Zorawar Singh Kahluria, commander of i 5 
Singh, made an “unsuccessful attempt to conquer Bhadarwah. In 
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AD, there took place a change of officials and Chamba appointed Mian 
Prakim Chand as governor of Bhadarwah. But soon afterward, it was 
invaded and annexed by Jammu.” 

As has been mentioned before, the names of various ancient rulers of 
Bhadarwah, until the reign of Raja Nag Paul, and their sequence as per 
different records are at great variance. However, the rest of the names in 
this genealogical table, which bear similarity with each other, are, in the 
words of Dr Pritam Krishan Koul, as follows: 

“Dhari Paul, Kalas Paul, Khaha Paul, Kiran Paul, Dharam Paul, 
Bikram Paul, Bishambar Paul, Nag Paul or Than Paul.” Even if we pre- 
sume that the above-mentioned Kings bear similarity in the versions of 
various Vasnavalis, the difference and disparity in their genealogical ta- 
bles would not allow us to sketch their definite ruling periods; unless 
some further research surfaces with some newly discovered manu- 
scripts, and thus help our historians in compiling an authentic history 
of Bhadarwah. It has already been mentioned in the preceding pages; as 

regards to the ancient history of Bhadarwah, because of this disparity in 
the names of the rulers mentioned in various genealogical tables, even 
some western observers have expressed their doubts in their overall 
credibility. Of course, they have considered the names of those rulers as 
partially correct, which are found in these tables resembling with those 
which have come under their own observation. Vogel, etc. have even 
gone as far as to doubt the credibility of some genealogical trees of Jam- 
mu as well. It is thus clear, that we and our forthcoming generations 
ought to continue their research in this field and strive a lot to unravel 
the truthful depths in this case. a 

Another confusion that seems to bewilder the historians is the simi- 
larity between genealogical tables of contemporary rulers from Janna 
and Kangra, and to some extent, ancient Bhadarwah and Kishtwar 
kingdoms. It seems highly improbable or impossible to have the rulers 
exactly with the same or similar names existing in the eis period of 
time at different places. In this connection, Dr Pritam Krishan Koul, in 

his book “Himalayan Principalities” (Page 147) has identified ~~ 
such places where rulers having the same names are mentioned a e 
Senealogical records, ruling at different places in the same period. be- 
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sides of other places, they also include Jagat Singh of Kish 
Noorpur, Raja Bas of Noorpur and Raja Baasik of Bhadarwah; Prithyj 
Paul of Noorpur, again; and Kailash Paul who have also been tin. 
tioned in the genealogical tables of Bhadarwah. In addition to these 
there are four to five Nag Pauls who on the basis of research done il 
now, have established their position in the annals of history beyond is 


twar and 


doubr. 


Dr Pritam also points towards another fact which can erase the Pos- 
sible misconceptions in the future research works. He writes; “Some. 
times one is compelled to think if the naming of the princes in such a 
Way was deliberate and intentional, 


thus causing great confusion to the 
students of Regional History” He further writes: “But, as we pursue our 


forthcoming study, one thing becomes clear, that the principality of 
Bhadarwah had been under greater dominance of Billawar than of 
Chamba, as far as the early part of History is concerned,” 

Because of the unavailability of any information on the ancient his- 
tory of Bhadarwah, inferences drawn in the twilight of legends by var- 


ious historians; and their respective assertions after brief glimpses over 
various important events known in the light of the pedigrees of neigh- 
bouring states or areas, 


travelogues and other sources; from Nag Paul- 
to the subjugation of Dogra rulers of Bhadarwah state; along with oth- 
er fragmented pieces of history from their research on its vatious 
throned Rajas; will be explained in some sequence so that the rare ast 


of their diligence is Preserved while also empowering the history ° 
Bhadarwah, to 


i of 

be considered as authentic and credible. The names ; 
; istory 

le people who have also written about the histor) 

d other areas, have already been mentioned. 


those Tespectab 
Bhadarwah an 


(1: 
(2I: 
(3): 
{4}: 


[5]: 
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Paul Rajas Of Bhadarwah 


Nag Paul—I 

ag Paul-I is considered to be the most valorous King of Bhadar- 

wah. In the words of Aseer Kishtwari, “By evaluating the old 
manuscripts of the hilly states of Jammu and Kangra, we come across 
five rulers bearing the same name as Nag Paul, among which the first 
three Nag Paul emerge in the early 12", middle and late century respec- 
tively whereas fourth Nag Paul had ruled Noorpur in the late 14" cen- 
tury. The fifth Nag Paul is said to be the ruler of Bhadarwah until the 
end of 16 century AD.”"! 

On the other hand, Dr Pritam Krishan Koul, in his compilation, 
details impressively about the above mentioned five Rajas named as 
Nag Paul in the light of current researches and new compilations, infer- 
ring some new and important results, which have been summarized 
below: 

“Three of them belong to the early, middle and later part of the 
twelfth century, whereas the fourth one ruled Nurpur towards the end 
of the fourteenth century and the fifth one is again stated to have ruled 
Bhadarwah towards the end of sixteenth century.””! 


Rajpuri Nag Paul or Nag Paul of Rajouri 


The first historical mention of Nag Paul of the Jammu Hill region is 
available from Kashmir history, around the time of Susslas expedition 
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: ‘apuri. Som Paul, the king of Rajapuri had put his Ste 
eae to death through his minister, but Nag Paul i 
brother of Som Paul killed the minister, thus arousing the anger g Fils 
King. Nag Paul had thereafter fled for safety and sought asylum sich 
court of Sussla. Som Paul tried to maintain friendly telations and a 
pease Sussla, but the later was adamant and ‘decided tO Wage hey 
against him. This naturally compelled Som Paul to turn towards Bhi. 
sachara, the rival of Sussla, for help.””! 

“King Sussla led an attack against Rajapuri but Som Pay fled fop 
safety, and the king placed Nag Paul on the throne. Despite 
ministrative reforms, and the respect shown towards some rel 
stitutions, the people of Rajapuri maintained their attachment for Som 
Paul.” The rule of Nag Paul was short-lived, and he was forced to retum 
to Kashmir along with Sussla where the hill chiefs had already started 
their rebellion. In these circumstances, Som Nath captured Rajpuri 
again. With reference to “Rajtarangini’, Dr Koul writes that this Nag 
Paul of Sussla’s time (1112-1128 AD) had lost his throne by the time 
Sussla returned. He writes further about it: “One noble, named Sahas- 
ramangla of Sussla had stayed at Bhadravakash and his son had con- 
spired with Damras during this time, and even revolted against Sussla, 
Nag Paul enjoyed the protection and patronage of Sussla and had taken 
the side of Sussla in putting down various rebellions of hill chiefs in an 
active manner.” 


Nag Paul of Debe-ri-Kothi (Chamba) 


It is an important place and a valuable find in the history and culrure 
of the region which is situated close to the bank of Baira Nalla, in the 
Pargana of Churuh Wazarat (of the present day Chamba). The two vale 
are connected by Mailwar and Dagani Pass. Baira and Debe-ri-Kothi are 
located within the boundaries of Seole valley (Baira Nalla is a tributary of 
Tisa and Seole rivers which joins Ravi river near Seole). The region i a 
uated at a higher place, from where Bhalesa Valley, Upper Neeru Valley 
Bhadarwah, Pangi and Padar, and Seole Valley could effectively be oe 
trolled or supervised upon. Padri Pass connects Seole valley with Bact 
wah and just 3 or 4 miles further, the town of Bhadarwah is locsted. 


a few ad. 
igious in. 
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It is at the same Debe-ri-Kothi that Vogel had traced an important 
fountain inscription, which casts considerable light on our traditional 
heroes besides the events of the region around the middle of the twelfth 
century. It was the time when political changes in Kashmir and Jammu 
region were rapidly taking place. Baira Pargana adjacent to Bhalesa and 
Bhadarwah Valley not only provides this important fountain inscrip- 
tion but also endows us with many other inscriptions, cisterns, spring 
images and statues including other antiques, which become a great 
source for the compilation and writing of Chamba history. 

According to this inscription, Nag Paul emerged both as a great war- 
rior and an influential Baron around 1160 AD. The fountain inscrip- 
tion on this historically significant retrieve contained at least 17 Shlo- 
kas, in the form of a eulogy or an encomium, from which the first ten 
Shlokas are complete, while the last seven partially, damaged. Its first 
ten Shlokas dealt with the genealogy of Rana Nag Paul, but unfortu- 
nately are now untraceable; however, the available eight verses reveal 


that: 


1. Nag Paul was a lord of Baira Pargana. 

2. His mother was a very pious and virtuous lady. 

3. She wanted to become a Sati after the death of her husband, 
however, Nag Paul with the help of his brother with-held her 
from doing so. 

4, Nag Paul was a very graceful ruler, who was very famous because 
of his virtues, and capacity to destroy his enemies. 

5. In the battles, he had torn asunder his rivals by virtue of his 
sword and rod-like arms; because of which King Lalit Verma 
conferred the title of Rana on him. 

6. Nag Paul’s mother took vows and reduced her body to meager- 
ness. Her compassion towards the poor increased and her devo- 
tion to Krishna became intense. 

7. This eulogy was composed by “Kamal Lanchhana’”, the Guru of 
Lalit Verma (Raja of Chamba). 

8. For the sake of the bliss of her husband’s soul, she (Nag Paul's 
mother) got a cistern constructed. 
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With reference to Vogel and Chamba Gazetteer, Dr Prita 
tions another stone inscription which was found at Panihar er Men, 
place south of Kilar where the Sanchu Rivulet, a tributary . ait 
drabhaga joins it in the Pangi Valley, It is Tevealed from the inscrj an 
that Lalit Verma ruled Chamba from 1143 AD Probably lim ih 
AD. From this very Kilar (Paingi), as well as from Kihar Par 75 
Churuh, Ranas have moved to Bhadarwah Valley and Settled in he 
land areas, drained by Binkud, of Kilar Valley, ' ° 

It is a coincidence that many names of the yal 
Bhadarwah bear a similarity until today, for example, Chinot, Mathok, 
Kilar, Muhala, Sarol, Chobya, etc. According to Vogel, Mahaab Singh 
connected with the Ranas of Paingi had come from Kilar Paingi and 
settled in the Illaqa Kilar of Bhadarwah. 

The find of a Copper plate in Illaga Athkhar of 
darwah also bears an important historical signifi 
copper plate still lies with the family of Late Tara 
lage Bhejja. It also pertains to Nag Paul of 12% 


ley of Chamba and 


village Bhejja, Bha- 
cance in itself. This 
Chand Padha of vil: 
century AD and gives 


“Those of the Pundir lineage to observe these injunctions. Those of 
the Angi Valka lineage may enjoy it. One (from the former) using the 
Water or grains of the land 


tion to be Carried b 


One who breaks the vow suffers like a worm in excreta = ise and De 
Ousand years, Wrote by Balmika for Padha Agnivalkyas 
Stowed in charity. » 
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With respect to this text and the copper plat si 

Ashapati (Sun Bain or Sun Baili) add lees chown 
early as the date of this event 3“ of October 1184 AD Saat of 
jand from Village Bheja, which leads one to Chamba vertieney ata 
of its location in upper parts of Bhadarwah at the foothill of Ashapati 
Mountain and its adjacency to Padri Pass, to Sartingal clearly indicates 
that Bhadarwah Valley, especially the upper Neeru Valley, had alread 

been subjugated by Nag Paul. 4 


By this historical event, Dr Pritam Krishan Koul reaches at the fol- 
lowing conclusions: 


1. Nag Paul in 1184 AD must be in old and advanced age that 
prompted him to bestow this land in charity on the Brahmin 
Padhas as he intended to settle them there with the intention, 
that they will prevail upon the local settlers of the area for creat- 
ing loyalty towards him and also keep a watch on the traditional 
route to Billawar from Kashmir and Bhadarwah, 


2. Nag Paul, therefore, seems to be the first Baron of Bhadarwah 
who ruled it after subjugation. 


With reference to J. Ph. Vogel, in his “Antiquities of Chamba’, Vol-I, 
p.110, he writes that a site of Rana’s castle, most probably of Nag Paul, 
has been traced at Debe-ri-Kothi. Vogel has not only traced but also pho- 
tographed and detailed it by various illustrations. The second thing that 
he points at is the traditions and beliefs of folk people of Bhadarwah that 
state Nag Paul to have lived for more than a hundred years who was born 
in old age of his father after a great devotion and offerings of his mother. 

K. S. Saxena in his book “Political History of Kashmir” writes that 
when most of the mountain chiefs were supporting the cause of Bhik- 
sachara to help him oust Sussla from Kashmir (most of whom belonged 
to the Paul lineage), only Nag Paul among all is mentioned as his trust- 
worthy friend who helped and sided with Sussla. This is why he en- 
trusted Nag Paul the rule of Rajapuri (Rajouri) which was later subju- 
gated by his stepbrother Som Paul around 1120 AD. Owing to 
rebellions, Sussla could not help Nag Paul in any way which is why he 
was forced to leave the place for good, and go elsewhere. 
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Saxena writes: “This very Nag Paul can most probably be the Son of 
Bhog Paul of Billawar genealogy and there seems no difficulty init. We 
have already seen that King Ananta of Kashmir (1028-63 AD) had 
subjugated the whole of the hill territory up to Chamba. The suzetain. 
ty of Kashmir over the Jammu hill principalities remained in force y 
to 1120 AD, when it was challenged by these hill chiefs to help Bhik. 
sachara. Because most of the hill chiefs were from Paul lineage, there is 
every likelihood of Nag Paul of Rajapuri, being the same Person as the 
Nag Paul of Debi-ri-Kothi inscription, although after the Rajapuri af. 
fair, we do not find him mentioned anywhere.” 

Under these circumstances when Nag Paul, getting no help from Sus. 
sla, had retreated from Rajapuri around 1120 AD, it is Possible that he 
chose to go back to Chamba, a place he originally belonged to as per 
Debi-ri-Kothi inscription, and from where after coming of age, he might 
have come to Kashmir to assist Sussla and also avenge Pratap Paul's death 
at Rajouri. Upon his return around 1120 AD, he consolidated himself in 
Bhales, Bhadarwah, Churah and Tisa valleys and chose Tisa Debe-ti- 
Kothi in Seole valley as his functional headquarters. Between 1120 and 


1150 AD, he deeply strengthened his Position while maintaining his re- 
lationship with Kashmir. Nag Paul could easily watch over and control 
the border areas like Pangi, 


Padar, Bhales, Bhadarwah, Churah, and Bai- 
ra, and other Principalities of hill region from the watch post of Debe-ri- 
Kothi. He must have subdued Padar, upper regions of Billawar, Bhadar- 
wah, and Bhalesh and Churah, etc, on account of his valor and warrior 
qualities. All of this could not go unnoticed by the Chamba ruler. The 
rising power of Nag Paul must have caused him great apprehension but ' 
he still couldn't subjugate him as Jay Simha, who was busy in exerting its | 
influence over these hill regions still ruled Kashmir, He must have deemed 


it fit to befriend Nag Paul. “It is in this context”, in the words of Dr Prt 
tam Krishan Koul, “ that after the di 


Kulu Guru of Chamba ruler, 
of him and his widowed mo 
Kothi, where Nag Paul had 

After the death of Jay Si 
between small Principaliti 


eath of Jay Simha in 1154 AD . 
composed a eulogy for Nag Paul in ae i 
ther- and installed it at a Panihar at Debe 
already constructed a castle.” 
mha in 1154-55 A.D, conflicts and ae 
es had increased a lot, which proved very" | 
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portune to Raja of Chamba who increased his area of influence beyond 
its borders. Naturally, Nag Paul of Churuh and Rudra Paul of Pangi 
accepted the overlordship of Lalit Verma of Chamba in the years 1160 
AD and 1170 AD, respectively; as revealed by Debe-ri-Kothi and Mul 
Kilar inscriptions. After the death of Lalit Verma in 1175 A.D, Churuh 
and Pangi were once again subjugated by Billawar rulers. And on the 
other hand, the dominance of Nag Paul in the entire mountainous re- 
gion became all the more prominent. After consolidating his mountain 
territory, he bestowed large chunks of lands in charity to Brahmins, 
including Padhas of Neeru valley, the mention of whom has already 
been made. 

To honour his mother, Nag Paul also got constructed a Vishnu tem- 
ple at Vasak Dehra Bhadarwah, which later, in the words of Dr Koul 
“in 1836 AD was transformed into Vasuki temple by Raja Charat Singh 
of Chamba.” Dr Pritam Krishan Koul while mentioning Nag Paul-I, 
summarizes his rare findings as follows: 

“The topographical similarity of Bhales, Bhadarwah, Churah, Pangi 
and Kailar, and their nearness with each other, the devotion of Balha, 
the mother of Nag Paul, to her family deity, Krishna, the induction of 
Padhas into upper Neeru Valley, the migration of Pangi and Churuh 
Ranas and Brahmins to Bhadarwah, Kailar, Doda and Marmat areas, 
the valour and warrior qualities of Nag Paul, combined with his associ- 
ation with Kashmir as well as Chamba, increased his popularity in the 
mountain folk, and various folk tales got associated with this legendary 
Baron.” 

“Thus Nag Paul 1* was the first to come, exert and rule the Bhadar- 
wah valley. Later his great-grandson Bhadar Paul to have constructed 
Bhadrakali temple, founded the principality, ruled it, and much later in 
the 16" century Nag Paul-II was perhaps the last ruler of Bhadarwah.”'*! 

While citing references from the research of Dr Pritam Krishan 
Koul, Aseer Kishtwari mentions the lifespan of Nag Paul as 1120-1184 
AD. He did not die before 1184 AD. He must have lived till 1200 AD 
because people generally believe that he lived more than a hundred 
years. Nag Paul was the first leader who had come and exerted a lot to 
establish his rule here. After him, his grandson Bhadar Paul constructed 
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the Bhadrakali temple and laid the foundation of Bhadarwah State, Be. 
sides in these reviews, he because of his innumerable feats and Beneros. 


ity has also been regarded as a hero in various traditions and folk tales 
of Bhadarwah. 


Successors of Nag Paul (The First) 
(Shambhu Paul, Bhog Paul, and Radhak Paul) 


Almost all the historical books and chronicles seem to be silent over 
the duration of reigns of the successors of Nag Paul (The First). The fact 
being that until date none has been able to find out any authentic and 
reliable documents pertaining to it. This is why some researchers have 
primarily depended on presumptions and tried to disentangle this 
knot. It is however clear that after Nag Paul (the first) Shabhu Paul, 
Bhog Paul, and Radhak Paul succeeded the throne respectively. Even 
before Paul lineage, a powerful and strong kingdom has existed under 
the local Rajas of Bhadarwah. Dr Pritam Krishan Koul writes that if the 
average reign of a Raja is taken as 40 years then the founding of Bha- 
darwah state seems to have taken place in the 14% century. On the 
other hand, he also writes that according to the genealogical table of the 
Rajas of Billawar, the state of Bhadarwah was founded around the 15* 
century by a scion of the Bilowria family. Therefore, we can at least 
draw the conclusion that no matter when the state got established, it, 


however, remained under the Bilowria rulers until the 15* century, af- 


ter which it became an independent state. No mention has been made 


of its intermediate events between 12'-16% 
Raja Radhak Paul 


According to Professor Sukh Dev Singh Charak, “The authentic his: 
tory of Bhadarwah begins from the tenth century when a portion of the 
valley was conquered by Radhak Paul, the younger brother of the ~ 
of Balor.” Before the foundation of Kingship, all the hills of Jammu 
were ruled by Ranas. He further writes, “These petty rulers in - 
Chanderbhaga valley were probably Thakurs, who still hold a position 
of influence in that region. In Bhadarwah and Bhalesa, they were most 
ly Ranas. These petty chiefs ret: 


= P < lown 
ained their powers and influence d 


centuries. 
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to as late a period as the seventeenth century. Their conflicts with the 
Rajas have been recorded all through this period.”!4 

He cleared the forests and established Bhagwati Kalie’s temple and 
denominated his capital-Bhadarkali in the name of this temple. When 
a son was born to Radhak, he was christened Bhadar Paul. 

Like others, no historical tabulated information is available about 
the duration of the reign of Radhak Paul and so, only presumptions 
regarding the same have been relied upon. The durations as guessed by 
various historians stand at a vast variance of centuries from each other. 
Nevertheless, Radhak Paul had well extended the state established by 
his great grandfather Nag Paul (the first), even though the area re- 
mained as a Jagir or fief subject to the Billawar for a long time. The 
influence of Ranas during his times had greatly diminished, although 
they had retained their identities for a long time. It is presumed that the 
era of Radhak Paul should have been somewhere between the tenth and 
the twelfth century AD. 


Raja Bhadar Paul 


After Radhak Paul, his son Bhadar Paul was appointed as the Raja of 
the Bhadarwah state. Nek Chand Kotwal considers his era to be around 
the first half of the 8" century, whereas Narsingh Das Nargis thinks it 
to be somewhere near 643 AD. Bhushan Gupta mentions it centering 
around 843 Bikrami. The King was christened as Bhadar Paul in the 
name of Bhaderkashi or Bhadravakash. During his rule, some other 
areas were also conquered upon and joined with Bhadarwah. It was 
during the reign of this ruler that Bhadarwah became a separate state. 
It is stated that he had exerted a lot to get his state established firmly. 


Raja Prithvi Paul and His Successors 


Raja Bhadar Paul was succeeded by just one son, Raja Prithvi Paul. 
After the death of his father, Raja Prithvi Paul succeeded the throne of 
Bhadarwah. Again, nothing much is known about the events or condi- 
tions that persisted during his reign. However, it is clear that he had 
two sons named Ajay Paul and Brahm Paul. After the death of Prithvi 
Paul, Ajay Paul ascended the throne. Then Raja Kailash Paul, Raja Kris- 
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to as late a period as the seventeenth century. Their conflicts with the 
Rajas have been recorded all through this period,” 

He cleared the forests and established Bhagwati Kalie’s temple and 
denominated his capital-Bhadarkali in the name of this temple. When 
ason was born to Radhak, he was christened Bhadar Paul. 

Like others, no historical tabulated information is available about 
the duration of the reign of Radhak Paul and so, only presumptions 
regarding the same have been relied upon. The durations as guessed by 
various historians stand at a vast variance of centuries from each other, 
Nevertheless, Radhak Paul had well extended the state established by 
his great grandfather Nag Paul (the first), even though the area re- 
mained as a Jagir or fief subject to the Billawar for a long time. The 
influence of Ranas during his times had greatly diminished, although 
they had retained their identities for a long time. It is presumed that the 


era of Radhak Paul should have been somewhere between the tenth and 
the twelfth century AD. 


Raja Bhadar Paul 


After Radhak Paul, his son Bhadar Paul was appointed as the Raja of 
the Bhadarwah state. Nek Chand Kotwal considers his era to be around 
the first half of the 8 century, whereas Narsingh Das Nargis chinks it 
to be somewhere near 643 AD. Bhushan Gupta mentions it centering 
around 843 Bikrami. The King was christened as Bhadar Paul in the 
name of Bhaderkashi or Bhadravakash. During his rule, some other 
areas were also conquered upon and joined with Bhadarwah. It was 
during the reign of this ruler that Bhadarwah became a separate state. 
Itis stated that he had exerted a lot to get his state established firmly. 


Raja Prithvi Paul and His Successors 


Raja Bhadar Paul was succeeded by just one son, Raja Prithvi Paul. 
er the death of his father, Raja Prithvi Paul succeeded the throne of 
adarwah. Again, nothing much is known about the events or condi- 
Ns that persisted during his reign. However, it is clear that he had 
Wo sons named Ajay Paul and Brahm Paul. After the death of Prithvi 

aul, Ajay Paul ascended the throne. Then Raja Kailash Paul, Raja Kris- 


tio; 
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han Paul, and Raja Mahaan Paul successively held the t 
the other. The pages of history again bear silence about their FeSpectiye 
reigns, Actually, the history of Bhadarwah, from Nag Paul (the first), 
Nag Paul (the second) i.e. until the era of Akbar, the Great, is stil] Veiled 
away by thick curtains of obscurity. The need to find out and join these 
fragmented pieces of its unknown history is direly felt, Never 
according to Narsingh Das Nargis, some people from the lineage of 
Bhram Paul still live in the villages of Chaka Chinot in Tehsil Bhaday. 
wah, who had been granted the tights over these villages across genera- 
tions, to spend their lives. According to Nek Chand Kotwal, it appears 
that the Kashmir rulers had claimed the suzerainty of hill states which 
had fallen in subjugation to Kashmir. A reference to this fact exists in 
Rajtarangini in which “King Ananta Deva invaded Chamba and de- 
posed the King Sahil Verman referred as King Salla of Campa. He 
called the ruler of Bhadarwah too to his court where the deposed King 
had taken the shelter.” 

In this connection, he further writes, “Bhadarwah remained tribu- 
tary to Kashmir till the time King Kalsa of Kashmir ruled towards the 
close of 11" century. This claim is supported with the evidence that 
rulers of seven other states including Chamba were present in the court 
of Kashmir King. But after the death of King Kalsa, the Kashmir rulers 
were on the decline and it is certain that by the time Udey Verman 


Chamba had gained a Strong position to free itself from Kashmir su- 
premacy,”!”! 


hrone ONC after 


theless, 


He further writes, “Not only this, but Chamba had gained complete 
Control over the affairs of Bhadarwah. Till the close of the 12% century 


the King of Chamba Vijay Verman had invaded both Ladakh and 
Kashmir.” 


Raja Agar Dey’s (of Kishtwar) 
Attack on Bhadarwah State and Basohli 
Historians have men 


wat which also happens 
is said that in the era o 
Asia attacked 


ily 
tioned an important event in the history ont rf 
to link directly with the history of Bhadarw est 
f Guru Dev of Kishtwar, one Zulchu oe of 
upon the Kashmir valley. Sahadeva was then the " 


ON iat 
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Kashmir, who had become the King in 1301 AD. He was unable to en- 
dure the invader’s attack and consequently fled away towards Kishtwar. 
Here he took the refuge of his relative Guru Dev. After spending some 
time there, he started proceeding towards Kashmir but because of intense 
cold, he died in Pir Panchal Mountains. After the death of Guru Dey, his 
son Agar Dev became the Raja of Kishtwar who was very valorous and 
loved expeditions. During the same time, Harsh Dev was the ruler of 
Kashmir. Agar Dev was his ally. Agar Dev prepared a massive Army and 
kept subjugating the neighbouring Ranas. During these military expedi- 
tions, he tried to attack Bhadarwah state a lot of times during the middle 
of 14" century AD but couldn't dare complete the expedition by himself. 

At last through one of his heir apparent, he procured military aid from 

the emperor of Kashmir and all of a sudden invaded Bhadarwah. Raja of 
Bhadarwah could not endure the invasion and run away with his court- 

iets. A lot of soldiers were killed and people absconded towards Kailash. 

The army of Agar Dev with the help of the army of Kashmir pursued 

them till Basohli. Also, the town of Basohli was burned down while the 

army massively looted and plundered both the places. This is how both 

of these states came under the subjugation of the Raja of Kishtwar. It was 

from the lineage of Agar Dev that a boy named Salutaez was born who 

was taken as a disciple by Hazrat Syed Hussain Solagami and renamed as 

Salaar deen or Sadar-ud-din. Sadr-ud-din was married to Sidra Maji 

whose renowned son Hazrat Shiekh-ul-Alam Noor-ud-din Wali“ later 

came to be popularly known as Nund Reshi. 


After Raja Ajay Paul 

After the death of Raja Ajay Paul, Kailash Paul, Raja Krishan Paul, 
and Raja Mahan Paul became the rulers of Bhadarwah state, one after 
the other. Not much is known about the happenings during their re- 
gimes as well. Although it has been proved that towards the end of 15" 
century, Raja Doulat Paul ruled Basohli state during the regime of Raja 
Krishan Paul. It is said that Krishan Paul (or Kanhaiya Paul) was the 


tuler of Bhadarwah during the regime of the Mughal emperor Huma- 
yun in Delhi, 
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Raja Mahan Paul or Beshambar Paul 


At the beginning of the 16" century, Raja Mohan Pa 
the throne of Bhadarwah after the death of Raja Krish 
darwah. He is also recalled by the name of Bishambar 
very efficient and generous King. About his marriage, 
ans have accepted the legend according to which he m 
of Kishtwar known as Maharani Kandni who became a widow only 
after six months of her marriage upon his death, Because of being left 
without any issue, she became the heir apparent of the state. The vil. 
lage of Kandni is located at a distance of 3 miles from Darabshala on 
the Thathri-Kishtwar highway, and it is after this village that the prin- 
cess was known as Maharani Kandni. Because of her widowhood, she 
would be lost in grief for most of the time. The legend says that one 
night she stepped in the Vasuki Nag temple and began crying bitterly. 
The people of the region considered him as “Kul Devta’. Nature had 
it that she conceived. When it was almost time to deliver the baby, she, 
for the protection of her chastity, ran towards the cave in Nag Lotan 
Dhar located adjacent to Ashapati, with the fear of being despised of 
and humiliated, and delivered the baby there. This Dhaar in the north 
of Bhadarwah is one of the most beautiful pastures of the Illaqa Bhale- 
sa. After leaving the baby in the cave, she returned to the temple of 
“Vasuk Nag” in Bhadarwah and prayed to Naga Lord to bestow upos 
the child such a sign so as to remove suspicion of the general publi 
about the legitimacy of the child. She saw the child in her dream - 
guarded by a snake. In the morning she consulted her Purohit ar i 
Priest) and courtiers who accompanied her to this place. After ee 
ing the cave, they did spot the child, safe and sound, being Saget i: 
a snake. Seeing them, the snake slithered away and the Rani toe ofa 
child in her lap. To her surprise, she also saw that there was 4 a 
hood on the back of the child. After returning to her home, she me It 
the child as Nag Paul because of his association with the Nag D cond). 
is the same Nag Paul who is also known as Nag Paul (The - | 


wal in 
These legendary events have been mentioned by Nek Chand Ko 
his book, p.111-112. 


ul Succeeded to 
an Paul of Bha- 
Paul. He Was a 
a lot of histori. 
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Thakur Kahin Singh Balauria gives a slightly different version of 
these events. Mentioning Mahan Paul as the father of Nag Paul, he 
writes, “Bishambar Paul is said to be his son. Mahan Paul grew old 
without begetting an issue. He, therefore, made a vow to Basak Nag. 
The deity appeared to him in a dream and assured him of the birth of 
ason with a special mark, In due course of time, a son was born to him 
with a tail of a snake on his back. He was, therefore, named Nag 
Paul”) 

In another legend, it is said that Mahan Paul had died a couple of 
months before. According to Vogel, Rani Kandni, the mother of Nag 
Paul was either the daughter, sister or some near relation of Raja Baha- 
dur Singh or his son, Pratap Singh. One can only conclude from these 
legends that Raja Nag Paul (The Second) was the lone son of Raja Ma- 
han Paul, His mother was a princess of Kishtwar and his parents were 
the worshippers of Vasuk Nag. |”! 

Thakur Kahin Singh Biloria further writes that besides Raja Nag 
Paul, a second son was also born to Mahan Paul by another Rani who 


was named Umed Chand, Thakur Udhay Chand mentions his name as 
Ran Chand. 


Raja Nag Paul (The Second) (1525-1620 AD) 


It can now be said beyond doubr that Bishambar Paul was the ruler 
of Bhadarwah state during the 16" century, When he grew old, he be- 
came very anxious about his succession, given that he had not begotten 
achild, He was a great devotee of Vasuk Nag and also worshipped him, 
According to a legend, for the pleasure of Vasuk Nag, his Rani gave 
birth to a child who was named as Nag Paul after the name of Vasuk 
Nag. These events have already been discussed in detail. 

After the death of Bishambar Paul or Nag Paul, his elder son Nag 
Paul-II rose to the throne of Bhadarwah in the middle of the 16" cen- 
tury, He was God-fearing, generous, kind and benevolent, who would 
also meditate a lot. He would observe some principles strictly in his 
life. He would under no circumstances risk to earn the displeasure of 
his Lord Vasuk Nag, He gave shelter to the Raja of Kishtwar, Pratap 
Singh at such a time during his regime when he was terrorized by the 
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forces of Moughlani Begum. It was during his reign that for the fire. 
time Muslims were welcomed and allowed to settle here and A | 
portions of land were also allotted for their use. A lot of skilled ctafd 
men were among the Muslim refugees from Kashmir, who held exper: 
tise in shawl-weaving, wood-carving, furniture and product making: 
and other related sectors. The presence of these artists and ceils 
in this era is also affirmed by their mention in various travelogues of 
western tourists. | 
According to Nek Chand Kotwal, “By the time Raja Nag Paul as. 
cended the throne of Bhadarwah; Bhadarwah along with other 22 Hill 
states had already come under the direct control of Delhi Sultans,” 
The book “Tareekh-e-Dogra Desh” and Sukh Dev Singh Charak’s 
English translation of his authored Gulabnama presents a detailed 
mention of transfer of powers of supremacy over the 22 states to the 
ruler of Jammu Hamir Dev in the year 1419 AD under a copper plate. 
As per this account, Bhadarwah through the ruler of Jammu Hamir 
Dev (1399-1425 AD), had become a tributary to Delhi. The then 
ruler of Delhi was Mubarak Shah (1421-1434 AD) who had been ina 
healthy and friendly relationship with Raja Hamir Dev of Jammu. 
Later Hamir Dev was killed in a battle while he was fighting on the 
side of Mubarak Shah. | 
All the subjugated hill chiefs had to attend the Delhi court once? — 
year with the annual tribute to prove their loyalty. This custom I 
mained in force up until the death of Maharaja Ranjit Dev of Jammu = 
in 1735 AD. Almost all the historians unanimously opine that Nag 
Paul was a contemporary of Emperor Akbar (1556-1607 AD). Like 
other hill chiefs, he would also be summoned to his court, and in ie | 
of his encounters with Akbar, a much-unexpected turn of events ee | 
place, which would be detailed in the forthcoming pages- On the i‘ : 
hand, historians in their own styles have cited various legends in © it 
regard, while on the other hand a lot of vernacular legends rene 
stand very popular among masses. Because of the en 
these two sources, historians face a tough time in writing the hl 
of the region. 
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In The Court of King Akbar the Appearance of Nag Paul 
(The Second) 


Narsingh Das Nargis in “Zareekh-e- Dogra Desh” (p.107) describes 
the event as: “Raja Mahan Paul (Raja Beshambar Paul) grew old and 
had no issue. The ruler started worshipping Nag Devta. The worship of 
Nag Devta in Bhadarwah is very common who is worshipped in the 
form of a snake deity. Raja Mahal Paul made a vow to Nag Devta. Once 
during the night, the deity appeared to the Raja in a dream and assured 
him of the birth of a son with a snake's hood on his back as a divine 
mark. It is said chat the words of Nag Devta turned true and a beautiful 
child was born to the King. He really had the mark of a snake's hood on 
his back. Raja christened him as Nag Paul. When Raja Mahan Paul 
died in his early childhood, Nag Paul became the inheritor of Bhadar- 
wah. It became well-known that the King of Bhadarwah had a snake's 
tail. When Emperor Akbar heard it, he summoned Raja Nag Paul be- 
fore himself and when Raja Nag Paul presented himself in the royal 
court, it is said that a snake was seen on his head. Raja Nag Paul re- 
mained in the court of His Highness for a few months. After presenting 
him with a robe of honor, Akbar let him go and upon his return to 
Bhadarwah, Raja Nag Paul built a temple there which began to be 
known as Basudev temple in Basak Dhaera. The temple is attributed to 
Basak Nag in Bhadarwah. There are two big stone statues in it, one of 
Basak Nag and the other of Raja Nag Paul, both in human form.” 

Adding some further details about the event in the footnote, he 
further writes: “It is said that when the ruler of Bhadarwah appeared 
in Delhi court at the call of the emperor Akbar, he did not convention- 
ally bow down to Akbar. Thereupon, after having been exasperated, 
Akbar tried to make him kneel down by force. At this, a four-hooded 
serpent leaped out towards the emperor from Nag Paul’s turban. It was 
then Akbar who himself stooped and presented the Raja with a large 
golden umbrella and a robe, and sent him back to his country. This fair 
(Mela Part) is held every year since the last 400 years to commemorate 
this event, three days being observed as the gazette holidays for the 
region.” 
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In “History and Culture of Himalayan States” (p.158), the famous 

historian Sukh Dev Singh Charak mentions these legends as follows: 
“Akbar had subdued most of the hill Rajas after 1850AD and several 
of them went to Delhi to pay tribute to the Emperor, Nag Paul being 
one of these. There it so happened that Nag Paul's attendant fell out 
with one of the Royal ‘Masaki?’ on the issue of precedence in drawing 
water from the well. Akbar’s ‘Masaki’ fell into the well. Nag Paul was 
forthwith summoned to the presence of the Emperor to answer for 
the conduct of his servant. He submitted that the w 
be offered to Basak Nag and hence his servant had to 
fore it was polluted by the Royal ‘Masaki’. 
who Basak Nag was and called for proof 
Nag Paul promised to show him the following day and when he again 
appeared in Darbar, a five-hooded snake appeared from his turban 
and threatened to ascend Akbar'’s throne. At this, the emperor became 
very much alarmed and promised a boon to the Raja if he would re- 
move the snake. This the Raja did instantly and obtained in rerurn 
the privilege of the toyal Kettle-Drums or naubat which were used at 
the Bhadarwah Palace, and are now beaten in the temple of Basak 
Nag at Bhadarwah, which the Raja built on returning to his country 
from the Mughal Court, and which still stands on the spot in the 
town of Bhadarwah. The temple contains two images, one of Bask 
Nag and the other of the Raja, both in human form. Both are wor 
shipped as deities to the present day.” 

In addition to these accounts of the historians, one of the many leg 
ends states that Raja Nag Paul, in the Darbar of Emperor had denied ® 
bow by saying that being a worshipper of Vasuk Nag, he couldnt bo# 
before the emperor like other people. The next day when Nag iN 
Presented himself in the Darbar, a serpent became visible from his 
Dan, seeing which Akbar got frightened and presented him with 1°) 


naubat and a robe. The remaining part of the legend matches ‘ 
with the above-mentioned text. i 

_ Professor Udhay Chand Thakur, in the Bhadarwah College gus 
Pies “Shaheen” (197) AD) (p.51), details this event and some ° 
during the reign of Raja Nag Paul, as follows: 


draw water be- 


of his superiority over him. 
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“Raja Nag Paul was the contemporary of Akbar, the Great Moghal 
(1556-1605 AD). The Raja is considered to have ruled fairly for a con- 
siderably long time in the sixteenth century AD (He was the son of 
Raja Vishambar Paul and not of Raja Mahan Paul, as has been asserted 
by the author of Tareekh-e-Dogra Desh). He waged successful wars with 
the neighbouring rulers of the States of Bhadu, Basohli, Kishtwar, 
Chamba, etc. and extended the limits of his principality. He has left 
behind him, on the history of the place, great imprints of his personal- 
ity as a general, statesman, scholar and ruler. He was kind to his friends 
and foes alike. He gave protection to the fugitives on various occasions. 
The welfare of his subjects was always at the top of his state matters and 
policies. He was tolerant and sagacious. It was during his reign that two 
Muslim families, one of a ‘washermen’ (D/o6i) and the other of a court 
musician (Mirasi) were sent by the Great Moghal to Bhadarwah. They 
were hospitably received by the Raja and, besides being employed, were 
granted residential quarters. Their descendants are living in the town. 
This is one of the instances of the Raja’s toleration and benevolence. 
The reign of Raja Nag Paul was thus a period of cultural and religious 
renaissance of Bhadarwah. Among other forms of religious adherence, 
the snake-cult came to be a dominating force of the social and religious 
life of the people. The foremost place in the Naga worship was held by 
the snake God- Naga Basak. More sanctity, reverence, and attachment 
were accorded to this Naga deity enshrined in various temples during 
the rule of Raja Nag Paul. These temples had already been constructed 
in the time of Raja Dhari Paul and not Raja Nag Paul as has again 
wrongly been stated by the author of Zareekh-e-Dogra Desh. Neverthe- 
less, Nag Paul built Vasuk Nag temple in Vasuk Dhaera, in which two 
statues were installed. He had built the temple out of his devotion to 
“Nag Devta” soon after his return from Delhi.” 


Historical Background of Mela Patt Bhadarwah 


Professor Udhay Chand Thakur in his research work, while writing 
about the origin of Mela Patt, writes: “The initiation of Mela Patt, re- 
minding us of an incident of the valour of Raja Nag Paul at the Mughal 
court, has been attributed to the blessings of the god Naga Basak. This 


|240| The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


is the common belief of the people. The Raja was a great Worshipper of 
the deity. The legend runs that the emperor Akbar, in an exercise of his 
suzerainty, had been summoning to conventions, Darbars at Del. 
hi-Agra, the rulers of India. Raja Nag Paul, the ruler of a distant prin. 
cipality, was also summoned to attend one of such Conventions, Pre. 
sumably, these assemblies were meant to receive tributes from the tulers 
in person. Up to the day of such an assembly, Nag Paul had never 
bowed his head to any person except his deity Basak-nag to whose 
benefaction, the Raja's greatness was attributed. Thus the Raja, on his 
entry in the Darbar hall, without offering Sajda (prostrating) to the 
Emperor, took his seat. This offended the Mughal Suzerain. But before 
the emperor could seal the fate of the petty Raja, his ministers advised 
him to deal tactfully with the Raja. He was asked to disperse that day 
and to stand in attendance the next day. The Raja had a restless night. 
During a wink of sleep, he saw Naga-Basak in a dream. The deity told 
the Raja, not to lose heart but to attend the Emperor's Court without 
fear. In the meantime, it was decided that the Raja should enter the hall 
through a window, entry through which would automatically compel 
the Raja to bow his head. The next day, instead of bowing his head, the 
Raja projected his legs through the window. Thinking that the Raja was 
some wizard, he was asked to put-off his turban. Before this command 
was executed a dreadful viper with five hoods made its appearance. This 
astonished Akbar and his courtiers, The assembly hall was seized with 
panic. The emperor's wrath was cooled down. He was much impressed 
by the spiritual powers and the mien of the Raja. He was accorded his 
due place. The tribute due from him was also remitted. In recognition 
of his worth and intelligence, much wealth was awarded to him from 
the imperial treasury. The wealth comprised metallic vessels, gold - 
silver ornaments, brocades, parasols, silk fabrics and musical wae 
ments. Thus the friendship between Akbar and Nag Paul was es i, 
lished and the latter acknowledged allegiance to the former: The Ra 
was treated with honour and dignity. the 

On his return from the Mughal court all the valuables ee 108 
Raja, as a mark of his recognition, were dedicated to the god Bas 
and displayed to the public in the spacious compound of the Foy 
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ace called Khakhal. All these valuables are surviving to the present day. 
Since then, “Mela-Pate” (Fair of fabrics) to commemorate the above 
dramatic incident as an achievement of Raja Nag Paul's sense of self-re- 
spect and valor and also as a mark of reverence to Basak-Nag has been 
continued to be celebrated as a regular feature of the cultural life of the 
people of Bhadarwah for the last 400 years.” 

While expressing the research background of his article, he further 
writes: “However, I still have to find the corroboration of the above 
legend in the contemporary Mughal accounts. Neither Abul Fazal nor 
Abdul Qadir Badauni (a sharp critic of Akbar) has made even a slight 
reference to the incident. Maybe it would have brought some uneasi- 
ness to the Emperor. Many conjectures and beliefs could be settled by 
the availability of the so-called Basaki Puran, believed to be the treatise 
dealing with the religion and history of Bhadarwah, both ancient and 
medieval. At the very first inquiry, its supposed custodians adamantly 
give a refusal. The treatise will be consumed by time and our cultural 
treasure lost if the custodians persist to remain inadvertent.” 

He further says, “The main sources of our information regarding the 
above incident at present are confined to the common beliefs and the 
traditions. The readers may accept it as a truth or as a historical myth. 
But one thing is clear that Mela-Part is the greatest tradition of Bhadar- 
wah and the tradition cannot be easily transgressed.” 

Every historian or essayist, though with some alterations has written 
one thing or the other about this event. Ghulam Rasool Taoous Banih- 
ali (resident Muzaffarabad, Azad Kashmir) has mentioned about the 
event in a journal “Kashmiri Lok Kahaniyan’, (lit.: The Folk Tales of 
Kashmir] published from Islamabad Pakistan, the first part of which 
bears a large similarity until drawing of the water from the well in the 
event, as narrated by Sukh Dev Singh Charak; with the exception when 
Taaoous Sahib writes: “The conversation heated up and he picked up 
the Raja's Mashki and threw him in the well. The matter came to the 
knowledge of Emperor Akbar. Raja, however, defended his servant by 
Saying that the water he wanted was intended for the worship of Basak 
Nag and that it would have been polluted if the Emperor's Maski had 

allowed to draw the water first. Emperor Akbar said, “Is this Ba- 
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saki Nag any mightier a King chan me? I have even never heard of his 
name before.” Raja replied, “Your honor, | will let you have the darshan 
(sight) of Basaki Nag tomorrow and you may then decide fo, Yourself” 
The rest of the event has been described almost th 
Dev Singh Charak, though these lines seem to be slightly at Variance 
with the details as given by Thakur Sahib, “At the sight of the five-hood. 
ed snake, Emperor Akbar got terribly frightened and asked Raja, “Stop 
this fiend and I will grant you whatever you please.” At this, the Raja 
sought the privilege that he should be granted the right to beat the 
royal naubat (drum). Since the day the royal drums are beaten on the 
step well of Basaki in Bhadarwah until today.” 


This event is also recorded by J. Ph. Vogel in his book, Indian Ser- 


pent-Lore, p.251, which more or less bears resemblance with the 
above-mentioned legends, 


although, among the bestowals, he makes 
mention of the Royal naubat only, which he himself had witnessed be- 
ing beaten in the mornings and evenings during his travel (1903-1904 
AD). It may be Possible that no one had discussed with him the other 
offerings that Emperor Akbar had presented to Raja Nag Paul because 
it was winters then and these relics are generally exhibited during Mela 
Patt in the months of September or October. In the same way, Dr Pri- 
tam Krishan Koul has also mentioned the event according to various 
local legends, the details of which also bear resemblance with that of 
another essayist, However, Dr Koul has highlighted another point of 
Mela Patt. He Writes, “As the time limit accorded to Nag Paul was three 
days (during which he had to prove the worth of Basak Nag) and 3 
three Parganas of Bhalesa, Kailar and Bhadarwah constituted the Bh 
darwah Principality, Mela Patt too was observed for three days, cath 
y being assigned to one Pargana of the principality. The ai 
ther goes that at Some occasion the silk robes and the Kalash of ¥# 
suki Nag were stolen by some thieves from Billawar, but were ee 
back due to the timely intervention and presence of mind of — 
Bhadarwahis near Sarthal, en route Basohli on the traditional ee 
Nevertheless, despite the fact that no historical mentions have ero 
recorded regarding the meeting and its subsequent events, ane 
bar and Raja Nag Paul, the local legends of Bhadarwah are S° 


© same as by Sukh 
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and the belief of the people is so firm about Nag Paul-II being the ruler 
of Bhadarwah during the era of Emperor Akbar that it has now almost 
become an irrefutable truth. However, in the words of Dr Pritam Koul 
“The tradition (regarding Mela Patt) has many elements of historical 
truth in it, and some controversies also.” He further writes: “The avail- 
able genealogies show Nag Paul as the son of Maha Paul and Bishambar 
Paul and therefore none of these genealogies can be termed as an au- 
thentic one. Seeing the events of the whole Jammu hill region around 
this time, we do not find any mention of his name, or his heroic deed 
recorded or traced from any contemporary source, and therefore any 
act of valor associated with this ruler of Bhadarwah can have its roots 
only in the legends associated with Nag Paul 1* of Debe-ri-Kothi.” 

As per Vogel’s recording: “Nag Paul has been shown born from the 
Kishtwar princess, most probably a daughter, sister or some near rela- 
tion of Bahadur Singh (1560-1605 AD) or his son Pratap Singh (1588 
AD). It is noteworthy here that around this time Kishtwar Rajas were 
under constant pressure from Chaks, the rulers of Kashmir and they, in 
turn, were under attack from the Mughals. Akbar occupied Kashmir 
around 1586 AD. Bahadur Singh and Pratap Singh had married their 
sisters with Yaqub Shah Chak and Ali Shah respectively and therefore 
Nag Paul-II of Bhadarwah was related to these Muslim rulers of Kash- 
mir, through rulers of Kishewar.” !"! 

While benefitting from the writings of his preceding authors, Aseer 
Kishtwari writes about Nag Paul -II, as follows: 

“Raja Nag Paul became the ruler of Bhadarwah in the middle of 16° 
century AD. He was a contemporary of Emperor Akbar and was very 
just and benevolent King. Because of the popularity of Nag Paul (the 
first), he (Nag Pal IT) has also been a very popular ruler. To extend his 
influence over the hill chiefs, the Mughal Emperor would summon 
them in his court from time to time. To prove their loyalty, the chiefs 
would have to keep their advocates or a member of the royal families as 
the hostage in the Mughal court. It is possible that Nag Paul could have 
also gone to Delhi at the close of the 16% century for acknowledging 
the supremacy of the Mughals. It is said that when Raja Nag Paul pre- 
sented himself in the court of Emperor Akbar, he refused to bow down 
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before him.” The remaining part of the incide 
mentioned in other texts by the historians, He further writ 
background of Mela Patt, this meeting of Raja Nag P, 
becomes convincing. A glance at the history of Bhad 
that Raja Nag Paul would lay hind 
in Bhadarwah. Through some source, it would have 
edge of Akbar, who summoned him to his court an 
change his policy. Therefore, after returning from Delhi, Nag. Pay! 
granted a lot of privileges to the Muslims. ‘The second thing which was 
common between Nag Paul and Akbar was that Raja Nag Paul wasn} 
ready to bow before anybody, save his deity Vasuk Nag. Being a Mus. 
lim, Akbar would also consider his God as the only one worth Worship- 
Ping. Therefore, the stance of Raja Nag Paul could have also become a 
reason for the pleasure of Akbar, When Raja Nag Paul consented to the 
granting of rights to Muslims within his state, Akbar dispatched him 
with a lot of bestowals, Raja Nag Paul was anyway already related with 
the Muslim rulers of Kashmir through his mother.”!!2! 

We consider the era of Nag Paul-II as evidence for the renaissance in 
the history of Bhadarwah because the era saw a revolution in terms of 
religion, culture, and society. Folk literature 


Nt is almogt Similay, A 
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popularity. Other sects, par- 
officially. Many crafts like 
and other skills were started at the local 
Some popular events during the rule of 
ted below: 

Nag Paul-II ascended the throne in the middle of the 16" cen- 
tury AD after the death of his father Raja Mahan Paul (Besham- 
bar Paul) when Akbar was the sovereign of Delhi. 


2. Because of the relation of her mother with the royal family of 


; f 
Kishtwar, he was directly in the relation to the Muslim rulers 0 
the Kashmir valley. 


3. Nag Paul-II was cu 
Mughal Emperor 


shawl-weaving, wood carving, 
level because of their arrival. 
Raja Nag Paul are briefly enlis 
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of his sagacity, forbearance, and appearance of a four-hooded 
snake from his turban; and got a lot of offerings, robes and 
drums in reward and originated Mela-Patt in commemoration 
of his success, which is celebrated every year until today. 


. Upon his return, he established the “Vasuk Nag” temple in Bha- 
darwah and erected in it two statues, one of Vasuk Nag and the 
other of himself. 


. He undertook a lot of works for public welfare. He gained pop- 
ularity because of his kindness, impartiality and God-fearing 
qualities. He was a great devotee of Vasuk Nag. 


. He would always be ready to help even his foes, in times of hard- 
ships. By providing refuge to Raja Pratap Singh in one of his 
difficult times, he set an example of humanity, when the forces 
of Muglai Begum defeated him in 1606 AD at Chougan in 
Kishtwar, and he absconded towards Bhadarwah. 


. It was in his era when a lot of Muslim families were provided for 
and settled in and around Bhadarwah among whom some (Dho- 
bi and Mirasi) were sent by Akbar himself, along with him upon 
his return from Delhi while some had come from Kashmir and 
settled here. They were provided lands and help in the construc- 
tion of their homes. Some privileges were also given to them for 
the first time. It was a big proof of his tolerance and liberal-mind- 
edness. 


. Raja Nag Paul after having lived for almost a hundred years, in 
the words of Charak, passed away in 1620 AD. And so, it has 
been presumed that he was born sometime in the middle of 16" 
century AD. 


. Because of some positive influences left on this area by Raja Nag 
Paul (the first), and as a result of his praiseworthy administration 
and his devotion towards Vasuk Devta, Nag Paul had become a 
revered and very popular ruler at the regional level. Although 
having no major role in the history of Hill chiefs, the popular 
Raja has been mentioned in the History of India. He held an 
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important place in the history of Bhadarwah as signified by link. 
ing the strands of various legends, 


10. The meeting of Akbar and Nag Paul has not been Tecorded jn any 
of the books written during the Mughal rule but one 
sibly deny the historical importance of various curi 


ed every year during Mela Patt including Chatay (3 
la), robe and drum, etc. 
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Panjab Hill States". They write: “The petty chiefs were still in posses- 
sion of their land down to his time and had not abandoned the hope to 
regain their independence, They are said to have risen in revolt against 
Bhakhat Paul, and a battle was fought on what is now the Chaugan, 
but which at that time was probably an open plain. This is said to have 
happened around 1630 AD. The Ranas were defeated and we hear no 
more of them in the records of the State.” Similarly, Ishrat Kishtwari 
has written about the Raja as: “He had succeeded to the throne in 1620 
AD. He was the youngest son of Raja Nag Paul. It was in his reign 
when the ruler of Basohli invaded Bhadarwah and made it as a tribu- 
tary to Basohli principality. Raja had three sons. Dhrup Paul, Roop 
Chand, and Maan Chand.” It is said that it was in Raja Bhakhat Paul's 
era when the younger sons began taking the suffix of “Chand” at the 
end of their names, which later became a custom. With reference to Mr 
Kahin Singh Bilowria, Sukh Dev Singh Charak writes that the incident 
dates to the time when Raja Bhopat Paul of Ballawar (Basohli) (1596- 
1635 AD) invaded this State, occupied it and kept it under his vassal- 
age for some time. This was probably around 1629-1639 AD. 


Jagat Singh's (of Kishtwar) Attack on Bhadarwah 


Ishrat Kishewari in his book mentions about the invasion on Bha- 
darwah by Jagat Singh (of Kishewar) as follows: “Jagat Singh (1635- 
1639 AD) after ascending the throne of Kishtwar invaded Bhadarwah. 
While Jagat Singh was busy in Bhadarwah, Raja of Basohli Bhopat 
Paul (1568-1636 AD) under the commandership of his Wazir Kantak, 
took advantage of his absence and invaded Kishtwar and conquered it. 
Raja Jagat Singh came back from Bhadarwah but got killed while 
fighting Bhopat Paul. Bhopat Paul, in the words of Kahin Singh Bilo- 
wria, had inter-married in the royal family of Kishewar. After return- 
ing back from Kishewar, he left behind his commander-in-chief Kan- 
tak in Kishewar. Later, the brother of Jagat Singh, Bhagwan Singh who 
lived as a hostage in Delhi pleaded with the Emperor and got a letter 
addressed to Subedar of Kashmir in which Subedar had been com- 
manded to provide military assistance to Bhagwan Singh. Hence, he 
invaded Kishtwar in 1636 AD, defeated Kantak and killed him and 
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ascended the throne. Wazir Kantak controlled the State 
for only six months.” 

Dr Pritam Krishan Koul in his History (p.207) 
different picture which negates the above-mentio 
Jagat Singh. He writes: “Long before his accession in 1620 AD, Jagat 
Singh had drawn a plan to bring all the hill principalities under his 
subjugation. Accordingly, he captured Chamba in 1623 AD, got Bho- 
pat Paul of Basohli imprisoned by Mughals for 
AD. He also annexed Gulair and Mandi, 
darwah. Thus all the hill principalities see! 
gation. And all this was done with the hidden approval of Mughals, - 
Around 1637 AD Rajrup, Jagat Singh’s son was appointed by them as 
Faujdar of Shivalik hills for the collection of tribute money valued at 
Rs. 4 Lakhs.” 

On the other hand, Ishrat Kishtwari thinks: “ 
tained that for how long the Possession of Baso 
that the control must not have been for lon 
Bhadarwah and Basohli gets blocked during the winters,” According to 
a tradition, the Bilawria ruler of Basohli Raja Bhopat Paul invaded Bha- 


darwah and Kishtwarbetween 1629-1631 AD, when Bhadarwah was _ 
ruled by Bakht Paul, Raja Bhopat Paul was 


a corpulent ruler, He had also ascended to 


ened his kingdom. The freedom that the s 
during Raja N 


of Kishtwar 


Mentions an entirely 
ned events related to 


14 years around 1614 
and he also subjugated Bha- 
m to be under Nurpur subju- 


It could not be ascer- 
bli lasted. It is assumed 
g as the traffic between 


a very stubborn, strong and 
Chamba. He had strength- ~ 
tate of Bhadarwah enjoyed 
ag Paul again started wobbling because of the rise of the 
Raja of Basohli. Before attacking Kishtwar, he invaded Bhadarwah and 
after establishing his Sovereignty here he made Raja Bhakt Paul as his 
tributary. It was in Bhadarwah only that he well equipped his troops 
before they marched up towards Kishtwar. 


On the other hand, Dr Pritam Krishan Koul says that around 1628 
AD, Bhupat Paul a 


ttacked Kishtwar and Bhadarwah and nee * 
tributary till Prithvi Singh of Chamba’s reign and later Chatter ae 
removed this subjugation, It is also a widely accepted fact that Sa 
influence had almost ended during the reign of Raja Bhakhat Paul : 
though large chunks of land in the areas of Duraab, Trown, M se 
Killar and Khisaal, etc. were still under their possession and com ee 


Section—2 |249| 


as such until the end of autocratic rule. At last, as a result of the imple- 
mentation of the law of the Big Estates Abolition Act, the surplus lands 
of these Zamindars were distributed among the poor farmers during 
the people's government. 


Raja Dhrup Paul (1634-1691 AD) 


After the death of Raja Bakht Paul, his son ascended the throne of 
Bhadarwah in 1634 AD. He also got famous for his other name Dhari 
Paul. One of the copper plates of his times presently lies with the fam- 
ily of Shri Lakshmi Chand of Gatha village, mentioned probably for 
the first time by Dr Pritam Krishan Koul, which states that: “the Vasu- 
ki temple at the place (i.e. Village Gatha) was constructed by Maha 
Mahip Dhri Paul on 1" of Baisakh Samvat 10 corresponding to 13 
April 1634 AD.” Another copper plate was issued by Dewan Shri Mian 
(who was probably Dhari Paul’s brother or some distant relative)“on 
behalf of Dharat Paul which pertains to the grant of high altitude pas- 
tures (Dhars) of Bidhi and Katal to Brahmin Vidhya Dhar of Bhejja 
village on the 5* day of Baisakh of Samvat year 67 corresponding to 
April 18%, 1663 AD.""3! 

It is implied from the first plate that the construction on the men- 
tioned temple would have been undertaken soon after the rule of Raja 
Dhari Paul started. Vogel has also made a mention of one more copper 
plate which was enforced by Rup Chand, brother of Dhruv Paul in 
1692 AD. According to him; enforcement must have been made after 
his (Dhari Paul’s) death. Professor Sukh Dev Singh Charak and Ishrat 
Kishtwari mention 1691 AD as the year when Dhrup Paul passed 
away. As has been mentioned before, the successors of Raja Nag Paul 
Proved quite inefficient. Among the Paul Rajas, in the words of Thak- 
ur Udhay Chand, “Many works of the public utility were undertaken. 
Temples and forts were built, Canals and “Kuhals” were dug out, 
springs and shrines were laid out. Various traditions and customs 
Which are a peculiarity of Bhadarwah were given an impetus. This was 
4 period of cultural attainments. All these achievements remind us of 
the benevolence of the rulers of Rajas like Lakshmi Dev, Dhari Paul, 
Kailash Paul, Nag Paul, Dhrit Paul, and Sampat Paul. However, Rajas 
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like Fateh Paul, Daya Paul, and Pahar Chand were incapable and inef. 
ficient both as generals and rulers. Under them, Bhadarwah lost much 
of its prominence and the clouds of disruption loomed latge on the 
horizon. Consequently, Bhadarwah fell to the influence and Suzerainty 
of Chamba.”!"4) 

Dhrub Paul died under the suzerainty of Basohli. He had two sons, 
The elder was Abhey Paul. According to Narsingh Das Nargis: “The 
name of the younger one was Chhajurai whose children are settled in 
village Sarolbagh Tehsil Bhadarwah.” Some of the Sardars of Raja Bho- 
pat Paul while returning from Kishtwar were tempted to see the fertile 
chunks of land in the beautiful valley of Bhadarwah, in the vicinities 
of Daranga, Kursari, Dhara and Sarol Bagh, which they forcibly ac- 
quired from the native Thakurs and settled there permanently keeping 


their supremacy till the advent of Rajas of Jammu in the 1* half of 19* 
century. 


From the above-mentioned opinions of the historians, it can be con- 


cluded that Raja Dhrup Paul ruled the state of Bhadarwah from 1634 
1691 AD. Before the start of his rule, Bhopat Paul of Basohli invaded 
Bhadarwah Probably in 1629 AD and took it under his suzerainty. On 
the other hand, he deducted some adjoining areas of Thathri from Raja 
Jagat Singh of Kishtwar through Raja Bhopat Paul and merged them 
with the state of Bhadarwah. But for the above-mentioned plates and 
the construction of the Vasuki temple, no other important event during 
his rule is known. 

In the words of Dr Pritam Krishan Koul: “He is stated to have “e 
sons, Abhey Paul, Jay Chand, and Ari Chand. Abhey Paul seems © 
his son from the Rani, while the other two are from his second ne 
Some historians have mentioned his three sons as “Abhay ses . 
Chand and Kalyan Chand” while others have mentioned the thir 
as “Ari Chand”, Raja Dhrup Paul passed away in 1691 AD. 


Raja Abhey Paul (1 691-1707 AD) 


Abhay Paul ascended the throne of Bhadarwah after the - 
father Raja Dhrup Paul. Among his two younger et” 
Chand’ has been widely accepted by all but the name ° 


of his 
e ‘Jay 
thisd 
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brother varies according to different texts. Some have mentioned him 
as Kalyan Chand or Rup Chand; Maan Chand or Ari Chand while 
others have named him as Koumat Chand. The subject is thus still re- 
searchable. However, all the historians seem to agree upon the reign of 
Raja Abhey Paul as 1691 AD- 1707 AD. 

No events of the reign of this Raja as well are known or written down 
by any historian. Therefore, no prominent event of his time exists 
worth-mentioning. However, all the historians have almost similarly 
mentioned of the destruction of “Doungha Nagar” which was the then 
ancient capital of the state of Bhadarwah. They have also explained in 
detail the admonitory famine that struck the region and left people with 
scarcity and starvation. A similar legend with same reasons has been 
mentioned by Kalhan also concerning the frightening destruction of 
village Narapura in the Kashmir Valley, the only difference being that 
“Naga Sasarva had acquired the human form there, whereas Vasuk Nag 
had done it at this place.” Actually the mention of these legends, accord- 
ing to Sukh Dev Singh Charak, “are frequently found in the Brahmani- 
cal and Buddhist religious literature that still prevails among the people 
in the valleys of the Himalayas.” According to Ishrat Kishtwari, Raja 
Abhey Paul conquered a lot of places after his accession and merged 
them with Bhadarwah. During his regime, Doungha Nagar had been 
completely devastated by a flood and people were also stricken with 
famine. According to him (Ishrat Kishtwari), people lived a good life 
under his rule and his younger brother Chhaja Paul was given the village 
of Sarol bagh as a Jagir (fief) where the people of his lineage are still alive. 
Raja Abhey Paul had two sons, Medini Paul, and Manak Chand. 


Raja Medini Paul (1707 AD - 1735 AD) 


After the death of Raja Abhey Paul (1707 AD), his elder son Medini 
Paul ascended the throne of the state of Bhadarwah. Dr Pritam Krishan 
Koul has mentioned about the two copper plates pertaining to the time 
of Raja Medini Paul which indicate that Medini Paul became the Raja 
Faerie in 1707 AD. The Raja is considered to be the founder of 
Present town of Bhadarwah. After the destruction of Doungha 

agar, the Raja had made the Bhadarwah proper as his capital in 1707 
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AD. Subsequently, the town has been named as “Nagar”. The Raja 
tablished the royal palaces, offices, and markets at the place while 
setting up some gardens. He was a very benevolent and generous ki 
Like his father, he was a knowledgeable and scholarly King who edu 
ed himself after collecting 18 Puranas [Indian literature about m 
legends, and traditional folklore]. Dr Pritam Krishan Koul opines 
the “Vasuki Puran” of Bhadarwah was got written by a Kashmiri writ 
during the regime of this Raja. It was written on Samvat 7 Bikr, 
corresponding to 1731 AD, which is the era of the King. 
As has been mentioned before, after Raja Nag Paul’s rule the founda 
tion of the state of Bhadarwah had started cracking slowly and it 
actually Bhopat Paul and the Billowria rulers who were running the in- 
ternal mechanism of the state, it being under their subjugation. Sar 
of Bhopat Paul had acquired some fertile lands of Bhadarwah. People 
were oppressed and dominated. Their money and belongings were loot- 
ed away. Medini Paul was also a tributary of the Basohli rulers. 
The two plates that have been mentioned by Dr Pritam Krishan: 
Koul, have been traced by him from Pt. Sansar Chand Kaul who was the 
son-in-law of Rajguru Kamlakar family. Koul Sahib details about the 
plates as: “According to the 1* plate, Maha Mahap Medini Paul (of Bha- - 
darwah) bestowed upon his Kul Guru (Rajguru) Kamlakar, in lieu of 
starting off his education, a village in Budhi-Bisnot (Illaqa Bhalesa) and 
thirty-five Alas of land at Nagar (Bhadarwah proper) as Guru Dhaksana. 
The same is to be enjoyed by the Pandit and his posterity after staying at ~ 
Bhadarwah. Deed to be observed by our posterity. It is dated 10* of 
Bhadron Samvat 83 corresponding to August 24", 1707 AD.” 
“Another copper plate grant was issued by the younger brother of 
Medini Paul named Manik Chand in 1708 AD to the same Pandit 
Kamlakar. The family seems to have migrated from Kashmir and set- 
tled at Bhadarwah around this time, as the 7 generation of this family 
is presently living at Bhadarwah. The date of the copper plate corre- 
sponds to June 16-17", 1708 AD.” . 
It is possible that Medini Paul had got written the “Vasuki Puran of 
Bhadarwah by his Kulguru Pandit Kamlakar, who was a Kashmiri 
Brahmin by descent. It carries Samvat 7, which in the words of Dr Pri- 
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tam Krishan Koul, on calculation comes to be AD 1731, the last year 
of the reign of Medini Paul. Medini Paul ruled Bhadarwah from 1707- 
1735 AD. However, a Raja of the same rule ruled Basohli Billawar from 
1720-1735 AD, who was the son of Raj Kripa Paul. Often do the stu- 
dents of history or researches lapse into confusion because of the simi- 
larities between various names or eras. A lot of similarities have been 
found in the names of hill chiefs and the interesting part is that their 
times of rule also differ slightly. During the regime of Medini Paul, 
Bhadarwah emerged as a prosperous principality. 


Raja Sampat Paul (1730-1770 AD) 


Sampat Paul was the successor of Raja Medini Paul who was born in 
1710 AD. He ascended the throne at a mere age of 20 or 25 in 1735 
AD. He was a contemporary of Raja Ranjit Dev of Jammu. He married 
the princesses of Jammu and Jasrota. He was said to be a valorous, pow- 
erful, handsome and courageous King, Raja Ranjit Dev of Jammu had 
established his supremacy over all the rulers of the hill states. He had 
strategically married his daughter to the then Basohli’s Raja Amrit Paul, 
thereby reducing the Basohli state to his complete subjugation and 
consequently weakening the influence of the Raja of Basohli. This mar- 
riage laid some lasting influences in the history of Bhadarwah. After the 
2" half of the 18 century, the state of Bhadarwah was more or less 
dependent on Jammu rulers. 


The Construction of Bhadarwah Fort!"*! 


Raja Sampat Paul had also built the fort of Bhadarwah in the name of 
his father Raja Medini Paul, which was thus named as “Medinipur Fort”. 
The fort was later rebuilt by Wazir Ratnu and named as “Rattangarh”. 
With reference to Ishrat Kashmiri, Dr Pritam Krishan Koul in his appre- 
ciable work “Himalayan Principalities” (p.182) mentions the time of 

ia Sampat Paul from 1735-1770 AD and writes that he was also known 
48 Sidh Paul according to folk tales, which is also confirmed by a copper 
Plate granted by him to some person. This name was given to him be- 
Ph of his religious bent of mind. The other reason was his being away 

‘om Bhadarwah in his old age, around some places of the Jammu region. 
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Thakur Sukh Dev Charak, in the chapter ‘Royals of Jammy of ‘His. 
tory and Culture of Himalayan States’ writes: “During his teign the 
fortunes of Bhadarwah began to decline, and the state 
unable to hold its own against its more powerful neighbours, was prob. 
ably always a tributary to one or another of them, On the cession of 4 
Punjab in 1752 AD to Ahmad Shah Durani, Bhadarwah, along with 
Kishtwar and Chamba, came under the control of Ranjit Dey, 

To consolidate his position and strengthen his own relation with 
Chamba, Raja Sampat Paul gave his daughter in marriage to Raja Raj 
Singh of Chamba, a powerful ruler who held the throne of Chamba 
from 1764-1794 AD. “The Durani rule came to an end with the defear 
of Ahmad Shah Abdali in AD 1767, which gave rise to the Sikh's ascen- 
dency and decline of Jammu ruler after the death of Ranjit Dev of 
Jammu. The hill kings again started returning to independence. In this 
process, the Bhadarwah Rajas also extended their friendly hand towards 
Chamba to overthrow the subjugation of Jammu.”"'7! 

Dr Pritam Krishan Koul in his book writes (p: 182): 

“Sampat Paul was married to Chamba princess from whom Fateh 

aul was born in 1732 AD and this marriage seems to have been af- 
fected with the ulterior motive of drawing Bhadarwah close to the 
Chamba sphere of influence, but the Bhadarwah ruler was wise enough — 
to keep a distance from Chamba and Billawar, and maintained some 
sort of communication with Jammu ruler Ranjit Dev. Bhadarwah isi 
under Billawar’s sphere of influence right from Bhakat Paul's — 
when he expelled local Ranas and established his supremacy. During 
Sampat Paul’s time, this supremacy decreased further because of is 
emerging power of Ranjit Dev at Jammu, as the most powerful sia 
of the region in the middle of the eighteenth century. The aie 
Principalities were contained to their own areas and had become 
utaries to Jammu.” a 

Raja Sampat Paul had to brave a lot of difficulties for ie 
the independence of his small state. His neighbouring rulers 0 acy 
ohli, Kishtwar, and Chamba never missed on claiming the ae 
over Bhadarwah whenever an opportunity was offered, but ae state: 
dured despite these conditions to uphold the dignity of his 


being small and 
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However, the initial signs of his decline had become quite visible. On 
the other hand, around 1770 AD, Fateh Paul, son of Sampat Paul 
conspired with Chamba ruler, through his uncle Hadak Chand to 
compel his father to abdicate his throne in his favour. Hadak Chand 
in those times was settled in Chamba. It probably dates to 1770 AD, 
when Fateh Paul had grown 38 years of age. Around this very time, the 
power of Ranjit Dev of Jammu and Amrit Paul of Basohli was on the 
decline, because of which Sampat Paul abdicated the throne as a result 
of the conspiracy between Chamba ruler and his own brother. Thus, 
Fateh Paul was installed as the ruler of Bhadarwah in 1770 AD. It was 
the same time when Bhadarwah princess Naginu was married to Raj 
Singh of Chamba. 

Dr Koul writes: “Sampat Paul now seems to have retired to Kow in 
Billawar Tehsil on the bank of Ujj where he bestowed some land to one 
Brahmin Sai Ram. He (Sampat Paul) must have passed away before 
1796 AD, as a guest of Billawar ruler.” Another tradition mentions that 
he had died at Peer Kho, Jammu. 

Raja Sampat Paul has been a powerful and courageous ruler. After 
inter-marrying with the royal families of Jammu and Jasrota, he fa- 
thered five sons and four daughters. Besides Fateh Paul, his other sons 
were named Bhup Chand, Chatar Chand, Sagar Chand, and Kundan 
Chand respectively. Like Hadak Chand, Bhup Chand was also a trust- 
ed confidant of the Chamba rulers who later kept conspiring against 
the later Bhadarwah rulers i.e. Fateh Paul and Daya Paul, at the beck 
and call of Chamba rulers and thus harassed them a lot. Among the 
daughters of Sanpat Paul, one Soortu was married to Abhey Chand of 
Kangra while the rest Drishnu, Naginu, and Tholu were married to 
Prithvi Singh of Nurpur, Raj Singh of Chamba, and a Sardar of Jasrota 
tespectively, 

Mr N.C. Kotwal in his mentioned book (p.120) records some other 
events of the time as follows: 

“It was during the reign of this Raja Sampat Paul that Amrit Paul of 
Basohli invaded Kishtwar once again and advanced his forces through 
Bhadarwah towards Kishewar. At that time there was a sort of anarchy 
'n Kashmir due to the murder of native King Kirat Singh alias Saudat- 
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Yar-Khan, who accepted and embraced Islam at the orders of 
Aurangzeb of Delhi, who was camping at Srinagar and gave him the 
name of Saudat-Yar-Khan and also asked his beautiful sister for his son, 
Prince Mohammad Shah. He dispatched his sister Princess Bhup Ky- 
mari (or Bhup Deie) accompanied with his younger brother Mian Mu- 
hammad Khan to the capital Delhi. On these events, there was an un. | 
dercurrent of revolt in the minds of Hindu subjects of Kishtwar, who 
were greatly offended. After reaching Delhi, Bhup Dili was Married to | 
the Prince. Consequently, one Krishna Padhyar (Parihar Rajput) of | 
Kishewar seeing the opportunity cut the body of Saudat-Yar-Khan 
one stroke of his sword and captured the throne of Kishtwar for a few 
months. During the period Amrit Paul of Basohli invaded Kishtwar _ 
and Bhadarwah and both of these states remained under the control of 
Basohli troops for a considerable period. The troops plundered the | 
wealth of these two states, The native people were most sufferers during | 
this period.” | 

According to Ishrat Kishtwari, “Raja Amrit Paul controlled Bhadar- | 
wah entirely,” 


From the above-stated events, it is clear that the 25 


Emperor 


with | 


| 
-year regime of | 
Raja Sampat Paul was full of disturbances and uncertainty because of 
the various external invasions, 


even though the Raja himself 
On the other hand, his neig 
peace due to which he couldn't satisfactorily attend to his subjects. To- 


| 

| 

internal disturbances, and conspiracies 

i 

wards the latter part of his regime, even the kingdoms of Ranjit Dev of i 
| 

| 


was a very virtuous and religious person. 
hbouring rulers did not let him reign at 


Jammu and Amrit Paul of Basohli went also on a decline. Sampat Paul 
after having lived a long life passed away in 1796 AD. 


Illaqa Khisaal (Marmat) of Bhadarwah State 


In the ancient times, Khash reached Kashmir after crossing Sindh 
River; and thence to Kishtwar, Siraj and Daengbatal of Banihal. De- 
spite being under the suzerainty of Kashmir, Illaga Khisaal was subor- 
dinate to the Sardar Daeng Paul of Banihal. His borders were spread 
until Daengbatal. Khash people had also settled in Illaqa Marmat Gali- 
yan. Later the rule of Ranas got established here who would rule Khasal 
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valley from village Rinkadramru along Rivulet Riggi. It is said that 
these Ranas belonged to Beereen clan, who had been taken out from 
this place by Rajput migrants. These migrants had come from Chawri 
Illaga Chamba and settled here. Rajputs of Galiyan clan of Khisaal 
later came from Kangra and settled here. Besides Khash clans, Rajputs, 
Thakurs, and Ranas had also come from the adjoining hilly principali- 
ties and started settling here. Craftsman, weavers, blacksmiths, etc. and 
the cultivators of Paddy who had come from Kashmir also started get- 
ting included among them, 


Ranjit Dev’s Sphere of Influence over Illaqga Marmat 


In the eighteenth century, Maharaja Ranjit Dev subjugated the Ra- 
nas of Marmat Khisaal but this small royal principality still remained 
subordinate to Amrit Paul (1775 AD) of Basohli. It is also indicated by 
Jammu State Archives exhibit ‘A’ which states that Marmat Khisaal area 
of Bhadarwah was directly administered by Wazir Khindu of Amrit 
Paul of Basohli. A land dispute in this region was settled then through 
a ‘Karkun’ (worker) of the same Amrit Paul. In this area, Zorawar Singh 
Kahluria, the popular general of Maharaja Gulab Singh had learned 
about, the military skills, from Rana Jaswant Singh, hailing from Illaqa 
Marmat, who was then the ruler of this Jagir under the state of Bhadar- 
wah; and Yoga from a Yogi in the mountains of Ramban.''®! After get- 
ting trained in this art, he got employed under Maharaja Gulab Singh. 
We can thus infer from these details that because of its natural features, 
inaccessibility, and remoteness, Illaqa Khisaal enjoyed a low level of 
independence and continued so until the time of Maharaja Gulab 
Singh. Later because of the abundance of the forest wood, this land of 
green gold also became a reason for a legal conflict between Maharaja 
Pratap Singh and Raja Amar Singh. 


Raja Fateh Paul (1770-1790 AD) 


The commonly held opinion about the birth of Raja Fateh Paul is 
that he was born in 1732 AD and at the time of his installation as the 
tuler of Bhadarwah, he was 38 years of age. Even though Raja Sampat 


|258| The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


Paul had tried to keep Chamba ruler at a distance, Chamba had come 
too under the subjugation of Jammu-Basohli-power axis around 1762 
AD. However, around 1770 AD, the course of events took such a turn 
that Bhadarwah was compelled to distance from Jammu and Basohli 
tulers, Even though on the decline of Mughal rule, Ranjit Dev had 
become practically independent who not contented with his ancestral 
possession had been asserting his sway over all the hill states falling in 
between river Ravi and Chenab. At that time, Chamba state was under 
the rule of Raja Raj Singh, who had become Raja ata tender age of 9 in 
the year 1764 AD. He wanted to avenge the insult which he had suf- 
fered at the hands of Amrit Paul the ruler of Basohli, at the orders of 
Raja Ranjit Dev. Amrit Paul had been instigated by Ranjit Dev only to 
invade Chamba, as a result of which the forces of Jammu along with 
that of Amrit Paul occupied Chamba in 1774 AD, which lasted for 
only three months, 

According to N.C. Kotwal: “In 1782 AD, he (Raja Raj Singh) invad- 
ed and conquered Basohli with the Sikh assistance; but he restored the 
country (to Amrit Paul of Bhadarwah) on a payment of 1 lakh rupees. 
The next year, he invaded the state of Bhadarwah which was in posses- 
sion of his ancestors till Raja Ranjit Dev of Jammu occupied it through 
Amrit Paul of Basohli by force.” 

The result of this invasion was an agreement between Chamba and 
Bhadarwah, the details of which have been made available through alot 
of sources, which according to Thakur Sukh Dev Singh, are as follows: 

“Probably this (the event) was in 1783 AD, for a letter exists in 
Chamba archives ftom Fateh Paul Raja of Bhadarwah to Raja Raj Singh 
of Chamba, AD 1784, written on the twenty-second of Chait. The - 
copy of the agreement also exists there which shows the term and con 
ditions of the invasion between two states. Raja Fateh Paul of Bhadar- 
wah had accepted the terms, as under: 


1. That he will be faithful to Chamba. 
2. That whenever summoned he will come to Chamba. 
3. That he will give Jai Chand’s Jagir to Bhup Chand. 
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4, That he will not enter into any alliance with Bhadarwah, Kisht- 
wat, Billawar or Badralta and will do nothing without consult- 


ing Chamba. 


5. That Chamba troops will be stationed at Bhadarwah and he will 
provide supplies to them without any hurdle. 


6. That in case he has any communication with Balowar, Kishtwar 


and Bandrolta, he will keep Raja of Chamba fully informed. 
7. That he will maintain his alliance with Chamba only. 


8. That Chamba is supporting Mian Kundan Singh in his attempt 


to gain Kishtwar, and Fateh Paul must send a force in this 
struggle. 


. That his tribute money will be three thousand rupees yearly 
which must be regularly paid.” 


It was probably on 5* April 1784 AD when Raja Fateh Paul wrote 
a letter and accepted the subjugation of Chamba. The mentioned 
terms and conditions of the agreement have also been exactly recorded 
by Dr Koul and Kotwal Nek Chand in their respective books. Howev- 
et, Dr Koul has detailed the events coming to fore in Jammu, Basohli, 
Chamba, Bhadarwah, in “Himalayan Principalities” (p.184-185), as 
follows: 

“However around 1770 AD, things had begun to change for the 
worse for Jammu and consequently Bhadarwah also was compelled by 
the force of circumstances to ignore Jammu. Fateh Paul, with the help 
of his Chamba-inclined associates Bhup Chand and Harak Chand, 
compelled Sampat Paul to abdicate Gaddi in his favour. These two as- 
Sociates of Fateh Paul were guiding and helping Chamba rulers in man- 
aging the affairs of Bhadarwah principality leading to its final subjuga- 
tion by the former. Fateh Paul had a double relationship with Chamba. 

is mother was from Chamba, his sister was married to Raj Singh of 
ba and again his brother Bhup Chand was also married to a 
Chamba princess Attar Banu. But these relationships with Chamba, as 
Well as his association with Harkh Chand proved to be a source of 
Weakness for him in the later years of his rule. The ruler of Chamba Raj 
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Singh wanted to occupy the state of Bhadarwah at any cost. After the 
repulsion of the Basohli attack on Chamba in 1775 AD, with the hel 
of Ramgahria Sardars, the ruler of Chamba tried to exert on Bhadar 
wah through Bhup Chand, but Fateh Paul did not accept this subjuga- 
tion voluntarily till sometime in 1783. His son Daya Paul still had 
some sort of understanding with Jammu ruler Ranjit Dev and later 
with his son Braj Raj Dev; at the same time, Raj Singh of Chamba was 
gaining strength. He was in association with Ramgahria Sardars and 
had also gone to meet Lahore Governor in 1775 AD and even invited 
Timur Shah to visit Chamba in May 1777. In 1782 AD, Chamba ate 
tacked Billawar and plundered it. After the death of Ranjit Dev in 1782 
AD, Jammu too had become weak. His successor Braj Raj was unable 
to subjugate or directly rule the outlying state. This is why he, there- 
fore, in the words of Thakur Sukh Dev Singh, “transferred the suprem- 
acy over Kishtwar and Bhadarwah to Chamba, and Chamba troops 
occupied the fort of Bhadarwah.” 
Sensing his weakness, Braj Raj Dev of Jammu tried to befriend 
Chambaand to serve his interests; he granted back the Parganas of 
Jhund and Bhalei but did not forgo the claim over the suzerainty of 
Bhadarwah. On the other hand, time was favourable for the ruler of 
Chamba. He issued orders against the name of Bhup Chand directing 
him to work as an instrument for Chamba and not letting any type of : 
rebellion rise against Chamba. For this service, he was granted five vil- 
lages near Bilgran village Taroun and also the right to spend the ni 
revenue from Illaqa Marmat for his own use. Accordingly, Bhup oe 
complied with the orders and occupied the Bhadarwah fort in a 
AD. In support of these events; many testimonials exist in the Cham 
Archives which have been mentioned at different places. 
During the occupation of the Bhadarwah fort, Raja Fat oa 
son Daya Paul showed no resistance, although they seem to ok we 
successful in shifting the guns, etc. from the fort to some : ef on 
prior to its occupation. Thus by undertaking these steps, one 
and Daya Paul were being rendered slowly ineffective by Raj ‘hip © 
Meanwhile, Bhup Chand tried to extend the hand of frien! nad? 
wards Daya Paul but he rejected the offer in turn. In a letter 


eh Paul or his 
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November 1783 AD, it had been suggested that Daya Paul be invited 
to Chamba. According to Catalogue C-34, Chamba ruler was informed 
about the taking over of Bhadarwah and the occupation of the fort by 
Bhup Chand. It is indicated by another letter that guns had been re- 
moved from the fort. Around 1783 AD, Sikh troops had entered into 
Basohli and Ramnagar and had also reached the borders of Bhadarwah. 
Thus, it was natural for Chamba to get alarmed and stress under polit- 
ical pressure. Consequently, in 1784 AD, Raj Singh of Chamba com- 
pelled Fateh Paul of Bhadarwah to accept the terms of this mutual 
treaty, which have already been mentioned. 

Besides these references, many letters and deeds have been men- 
tioned in Professor Ram Nath Shastri‘s English essay entitled “Some 
Passing Glimpses of the History of Bhadarwah” published in the mag- 
azine “Shaheen” of Degree college Bhadarwah (1971 AD) which bear 
huge historical importance. The details of the agreement between Raja 
Fateh Paul of Bhadarwah and Raj Singh of Chamba have also been 
provided in it, which have been used by many famous researchers in 
their respective works. However, it is equally true that nobody has giv- 
en any reference to his private research despite using it. Nevertheless, 
Professor Shastri has persuaded the students of history to make use of 
the documents well-preserved in the Chamba museum and also re- 
search further on them. He has mentioned Fateh Paul to have been 
born in 1732 AD and his younger brother Mian Bhup Chand to have 
been married to the Chamba Princess Attar Banu. Both Fateh Paul and 
Bhup Chand died at Chamba in an old Palace (Paki Chowki) and Attar 
Banu became a Sati on the Chandrabhaga. He further writes, “Pahar 
Chand, the son of Bhup Chand and Attar Banu, were the last of the 
Bhadarwah Rajas. Pahar Chand died at Amritsar.”!!?! 

Professor Thakur Udhay Chand in the same magazine “Shaheen” 
has discussed the agreement between Fateh Paul and Raja Raj Singh as 
follows: 

“The author of Tareekh-e-Dogra Desh, Mr N.D. Nargis has remarked 
that friendly relations existed between the states of Chamba and Bha- 
darwah and that the Rajas of Bhadarwah had been paying tribute to the 
Rajas of Chamba since 15" century AD. The first part of the assertion 
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may be true because the overtures of friendship with ulterior Motives 
might have been made by Chamba and that too since the time when 
Bhadarwah was ruled by Sampat Paul but the second Part (of the asser. 
tion) regarding tribute since the 15% century is misleading. It was Raja 
Fateh Paul, who alone for the first time had entered into a humiliating 
treaty with Raja Raj Singh of Chamba and offered him an annual trib- 
ute of Rs. 3000. Thus the tribute was offered only since th 
of the 18 century AD and not since 15% century AD,” 
While affirming the incident of the Chamba’s Princess Attar Banu of 
Fateh Paul, he writes: “Later both Fateh Paul and Bhup Chand being 
disliked by their subjects fled away to Chamba and died there. Death 
alone saved them from the wrath of the people of Bhadarwah. Raja 
Daya Paul, the successor of Fateh Paul, again like his unworthy father, 


Proved to be an imbecile and acknowledged the authority of Raja Singh 
of Chamba.” 


e last quarter 


On the Suggestion of Chamba, Bhadarwah Raja's Relatives 
Attack on Kishtwar 


revolting person who had his cyes fixed on Jammu also. Thus to distract 
him from there, he was sent on the Kishtwar campaign. The attack was 
executed as per the Condition no. 8 of the Agreement. Kishtwar got 
controlled over by Kundan Singh, which however retained for only six 
months, According to Vogel’s Chamba State Gazetteer: “It is said that 
on the invitation of Braj Raj Dev of Jammu, an army under Jit Singh slo 
Raj Singh, then only seven years old was sent to invade the territory. : i 
B0t successful and Kishtwar was held for six months, during which 
Chamba Oops remained in the Capital and had been withdrawn 0° 
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the approach of winter and return of Kishtwar Chief from Kashmir, 
with an army provided by Durrani rulers.” In a letter C-38- Acc. No. 
78.19 preserved in Chamba State Museum, addressed to Raj Singh by 
Mian Surtu, Ananta, etc., the mention of the attack on Kishtwar has 
been made as: “...the town of Kishtwar is burnt but further damage to 
it has been stopped on receipt of orders.” The mention of Bhup Chand 
being with the Chamba army has also been made in this letter and re- 
quests for reinforcement of 1000-1500 Chamba troops as well. A re- 
quest for some more money has also been made for the Billawarian 
troops so that the state of Kishtwar could be freed from the subjugation 
of Kashmir. During this time, Mian Kundan representing Chamba had 
been working as the Governor of Kishtwar. Though Chamba forces re- 
treated for some time but they maintained pressure on Kishtwar around 
1786-88 AD. Finally, Raja of Kishtwar succumbed to the pressure and 
Raja Fateh Singh of Kishtwar through his letter written probably in 
Oct/Nov 1789 promised to keep the alliance with Chamba and pay an 
annual tribute of Rs. 3000. Among others who signed the document is 
Mian Phijoo, Jassa Khoja, and Ram Padyar, etc. 

The same event has also been mentioned in great detail by Mr Nek 
Chand Kotwal in his book “Political and Cultural Heritage of Bhadar- 
wah, Kishtwar and Doda” (p.122-124). He writes: 

“Mian Kundan Singh, younger brother of Fateh Paul was installed as 
Raja of Kishtwar. He could not retain the rule longer for some reasons. 
The Kishtwar people were not happy in this change, and in the mean- 
time deposed Raja's brother Sujan Singh who had fled to Kashmir at 
the time of invasion returned with an Army from Kashmir. Thirdly, 
Kundan Singh did not prove faithful to Chamba as was intriguing 
against Chamba, though he had no claim over the ruling of Kishtwar. 
He was therefore deposed and made prisoner by Raja of Chamba. Kun- 
dan Singh, later on, was set at liberty but soon after he died in Chamba 
where his descendants still reside.” 

He further writes that at the time of the attack on Kishtwar, it was 
tuled by Raja Mihar Singh alias Sa’adat Mand Khan. It was probably 
around 1785 AD or 1786 AD when Mihar Singh was 23 years old 
(Birth: 1762 AD). 
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Raja Fateh Paul was now advanced in his years. He tuled as 
dar (officer/ magistrate) of Raja Raj Singh until 1790 AD. 
pelled under circumstances to obey the dictates of Chamba 
days of his rule and as such he was forced to execute them re 
could not even appreciate the oppressive ways of Chamba r 
latter with no consideration of his nobility kept executing 
directly through Mian Kundan Singh and Bhup Chand, In 
were offered various endowments and te 
enticed. Finally, Daya Paul started getti 
darwah. As a result of these policies, 


Until the last 
sentfully, He 
ulers but the 
their Orders — 
return, they 
Mptations and thus were further 
ng portrayed as the ruler of Bha- 
dissensions in the tuling family also 
y the Chamba rulers. When suspi- 


t arose, he was ultimately deposed 


ok “ Tareekh-e-Kishtwar’ (lit.: The 
mentions of this attack as follows: 


ul became the ruler of Bhadarwah in 1789-90 AD 


Kishtwar Inayatullah Singh attacked and plundered 
Bhadarwah to ave i 


attack made on his land.” Sometime 


8 to the throne, he was only around = 
istorians have mentioned his period of the oe 
such times when Fateh Paul was actually ruling the principality mre 
darwah. This creates some confusion for the historians as to determine 
the actual time of his tule. 
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It is clear that the overturning of the throne of Raja Fateh Paul was 
primarily due to the hidden conspiracies of Chamba and treachery of 
his own relatives, who rather than helping him sided with the outsiders, 
particularly Chamba. Because of these factors, Fateh Paul had to give 
up his authority. This overindulgence of Chamba was not even liked by 
Daya Paul, and in the words of Dr Pritam Krishan Koul, “It is because 
of this reason that we find him mentioned nowhere in official Chamba 
records except an agreement executed between the rulers of two princi- 
palities.” 

Similar to that of his father, he had also entered into an agreement 
with Raj Singh the King of Chamba state, and had accepted terms such 
as promising his allegiance and providing all possible assistance to 
Chamba troops, never establishing any communication with other rul- 
ers and paying tribute, etc, and accepting other such like conditions. 

Professor Ram Nath Shastri in his English essay “Some Passing 
Glimpses of The History of Bhadarwah” (published in the 1971 special 
edition of “Shaheen”, magazine Degree College Bhadarwah), mentions 
of those terms while taking reference from the records of Chamba mu- 
seum, as follows: 

“C-33. Letter from Dayapal of Bhadarwah to Raja Raj Singh, ac- 
knowledging allegiance and making the following promises: 

1. That, if summoned by Raja Raj Singh, he will come at once. 

2. He will not give trouble to Mian Harkh Chand (who seems to 
have been residing in Chamba) in the management of his Jagir, 
and will regularly send his grain to Chamba. 

3. The tribute money payable by Bhadarwah to the Sikhs is to be 
paid through Chamba. 

4, He will not communicate with Balor or Behandralta without 
Permission. 

5. He will not communicate with Fateh Paul (probably then in 
Chamba) without permission. 

6. He will afford every assistance to the Chamba troops in the Fort 


: Bhadarwah) and will give supplies to other troops that may 
€ sent. 
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7. Ifa letter comes to him from Balor or Behadralta we will send 
no answer without showing it to the Raja of Chamba. [Mark of 


hand in Saffron (on this letter)]. 


The mention of these terms of the agreement has also been made in 
their respective books by Dr Sukh Dev Singh Charak, Dr Koul, and 
Shri Nek Chand Kotwal. Some historians assert that Daya Paul and Raj 
Singh, the King of Chamba had reached an agreement in the year 1792 
AD. After the deposing of Raja Fateh Paul and his imprisoning in 1785 
AD, Chamba state acknowledged Daya Paul as the ruler of Bhadarwah 
in the year 1790 AD. The above-mentioned agreement was signed 
during the time when Bhup Chand, uncle of Daya Paul was hatching 
conspiracies against him. It is also a fact that Raja Daya Paul did not 
like the pressure, intrigues, and interference of Chamba. This is why he 
was a little inclined towards Chamba. Probably these were the reasons 
why Raja Raj Singh forced him to subjugation. This treaty was passed 
around 1792 AD by which this Raja of Bhadarwah also became a vassal 
of Chamba. 

Daya Paul had fallen prey to the conspiracies of Chamba since the 
very initiation of his rule. What added to his misery was the sudden 
attack of Raja Inayatullah Khan Singh of Kishtwar on Bhadarwah in 
the year 1791 AD. This attack had been actually planned keeping in 
view the poverty of the Kishtwaris which was unbearable to Inayatullah 
Khan. He amassed his booty at Chougan obtained after plundering 
Padar and Bhadarwah and later distributed it among people. Despite 
signing the above mentioned humiliating treaty, Raja Daya Paul ruled 
independently. In the words of Dr Koul: “The hostilities between 
Chamba and Billawar were still going on and did not end with the 
death of Raj Singh in 1794 AD when Jit Singh became ruler of Cham- 
ba. A letter of allegiance dated August 1794 AD was sent to the ruler of 
Chamba by Bhup Chand, uncle of Daya Paul. An agreement having no 
date is available in which Bhup Chand promises to remain faithful and 
tributary to Chamba. This indicates that Daya Paul having proved un- 
faithful to Chamba was removed from the Gaddi around 1794 AD.” It 
was only after Bhup Chand was arrested, brought to Chamba and con- 


| 


| 


] 
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fined in Paki Chowki Jail till his death, that Daya Paul was restored to 
power. It is said that his brother Fateh Paul was also imprisoned in the 
same jail. Raja Daya Paul ruled Bhadarwah till 1810 AD. 

Thakur Udhay Chand in his essay says that the assertion of Narsingh 
Das Nargis that “Daya Paul got his state of Bhadarwah annexed with 
that of Jammu” is wrong because under Daya Paul Bhadarwah te- 
mained a vassal state of Chamba and was not annexed to Jammu. It was 
long after his reign that such an annexation took place. 


Raja Teg Singh of Kishtwar’s Attack on Bhadarwah 


In the words of Ishrat Kashmiri: “Mirza Shah, the command- 
er-in-chief of Raja Mohammad Teg Singh of Kishtwar (1820 AD) and 
his Wazir Lakhpat Padhyar attacked Bhadarwah. The mention of this 
invasion has also been made in “Tareekh-e-Kishtwar’ [lit.: The History 
of Kishtwar]. Bhadarwah was conquered and the fort was burnt. People 
fled to forests abandoning their homes. The invaders returned back 
with the loot. The rule of Daya Paul was already a dark period in the 
history of Bhadarwah because of its internal disturbances created by 
various conspiracies, The final damage was brought about by the attack 
of the ruler of Kishtwar. The members of the royal family and the peo- 
ple protested against Raja Daya Paul and blamed him for all their mis- 
cries. He was deposed from Bhadarwah and his Kingdom. Probably, he 
left to Chamba.”24 

There also came a time when the cousin brothers (sons of his uncle) 
of Raja Teg Singh of Kishtwar intrigued against him and in the process, 
they met the Afghan Governor of Kashmir and succeeded in getting 
military aid under the command of his General Khuda Dost and at- 
tacked Kishtwar, Pandit Nand Ram Wazir of Kishtwar was defeated in 
the battle, fleeing towards Bhadarwah along with Raja Teg Mohammad 
Singh. From here, with the help of Bhadarwah forces, he ascended to- 
wards Doda and later-on he succeeded in reoccupying the throne of 
Kishtwar, eer 

On the other hand, Aseer Kishtwari in “Tasveer-e-Zila Doda” |lit.: A 

ortrait of District Doda] writes (page 174) with reference to the fa- 
ous historian Fida Muhammad Hasnain, as follows: “Fida Muham- 
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mad Hasnain has written that Daya Paul became the ruler 
wah in 1790 AD in place of his father. However, after so 
uncle Bhup Chand conspired with the Chamba ruler for o 
Daya Paul. Finding himself helpless Raja Daya Paul sought 
Raja Mohd. Teg Singh in Kishtwar, where the deposed King was given 
a Jagir of 12000 rupees; and he continued to be in such a state for some. 
years. For restoring the Kingdom of Bhadarwah to Daya Paul, Kishtwar 
forces under the commandership of Mian Mirza Shah, Wazir Lakhpat 
Rai and Wazir Ratnu leashed a massive invasion on Bhadarwah, Bha- 
darwah was conquered. The fort was set of the town fled 
to the forests. Wazir Ratnu occ putting Chamba 
forces to rout, hrone). Kishtwar 
forces returne ; 


of Bhadap. - 
me time his: 
verthrow; 


refuge from . 


Vogel (p.626) have shed 
light on he news of the Raja 


arwah, as follows: 


i 
| 
| 
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the pargana of Bhalesa in the early cighties of the eighteenth century. 
This granting of Parganas dates much before Daya Paul was acknowl- 
edged as the ruler of Bhadarwah by Chamba. It is indicated by the 
historical sources that Raja Raj Singh of Chamba was killed in a battle 
in 1794 AD and he was succeeded by his son Ajit Singh. Two months 
after the coronation of Ajit Singh, Bhup Chand had written him a let- 
ter of allegiance. Meanwhile, Daya Paul of Bhadarwah had started vio- 
lating the agreement and was thus proving himself unfaithful, because 
of which he was deposed from the throne and consequently replaced by 
his uncle Bhup Chand. A similar agreement like that of Daya Paul and 
Fateh Paul was drawn between Raja Chamba and Bhup Chand in 
which Bhup Chand had accepted the condition to remain faithful to 
Chamba. However, Bhup Chand also violated the agreement which 
caused his deposition and imprisonment along with his brother Fateh 
Paul in the jail of Paki Chowki, till death. After this event, the state of 
affairs turned upside down once again in the royal family and Daya 
Paul was again entrusted with the throne of Bhadarwah, where he con- 
tinued ruling till 1810 AD. 

With authentic references, Dr Pritam Krishan Koul has examined 
the conditions of Chamba, Kangra, and Bhadarwah, etc. at length 
during this time and also deduced some invaluable conclusions, which 
have been summarized as under: 22! 

“Pressure from Kangra on Chamba compelled it to conclude a trea- 
ty in 1802 AD with Kishtwar, in which a request for sending some 
Kishtwari troops to Bhadarwah is also mentioned.” With reference to 
a letter C-53 from Chamba museum, he writes: “Jit Singh of Chamba 
agtees to have a treaty with Kashtwar and besides mutual defense, he 
also requests Kashtwar to send some force to Bhadarwah for which 


supplies will be sent by Chamba.” Following conclusions have thus 
been drawn: 


“1. Chamba was not in full control of Bhadarwah in Daya Paul’s 
time. . 

2. There isa possibility of open disobedience by Daya Paul against 
Chamba ruler Ajit Singh. 
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3. Some sort of dissatisfaction had started to emerge among peo le 
of Bhadarwah against Chamba rulers. Such a situation encon 
aged Daya Paul to act more independently,” " 


The event of Daya Paul’s ouster happened two 
of Raja Ranjit Dev in 1808 AD when conspiraci 
still going on and the decks were being cleared for his ouster. Because 
Sikhs had limited the state of Jammu till the borders of the city and 
sphere of its influence was being extended till Basohli and other hill 
states. On the other hand, Chamba had also entered into a treaty with 
Jammu while the uncle of Daya Paul (Bhup Chand) stood faithful to 
Chamba against his nephew (Daya Paul). Unfortunately, the internal 
conflicts of Bhadarwah added insult to the injury and Chamba rulers 
while taking full advantage of these situations deposed Raja Daya Paul 
in 1810 AD. He had no progeny. It is said that he went to Punjab 
where he passed away at Denanagar in a state of helplessness being 
childless. After his deposition, Pahar Chand, the son of Bhup Chand 
was installed on the throne of Bhadarwah. In this way, the indepen- 
dent status of this last State of Bhadarwah, once associated with the 


Royal Kingdom in Delhi came to an end with the deposition of Raja 
Daya Paul. 


years after the death 
€s against him were 


Raja Pahar Chand (1810-1821 AD) 


In the preceding pages, it has been examined in detail that how Raja 
Daya Paul of Bhadarwah, who was issueless, was deposed and succeed- 
ed by his cousin Pahar Chand, who started looking after the Kingdom 
at a mere age of 21 and ruled till 1821 AD. Pahar Chand was born 
from Attar Banu, the queen of Pahar Chand in 1789 AD, who we 
herself a Chamba princess. The people of Bhadarwah totally disliked 
the deposition of Raja Daya Paul at the directions and help from Cham= 
ba rulers, which is why they held hatred against Bhup Chand and rahi 
Chand as well. Keeping in view their selfish interests and other a 
Chamba rulers deemed it fit to appoint Bhup Chand’s son, chal 
Chand as the Raja of Bhadarwah who was also born from one © 


princesses. 
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Despite being a fearless and brave King, Pahar Chand could nor do 
anything against the intervention by Chamba especially when hia fae 
ther had been imprisoned in jail (at Chamba), He didn’t personally 
want to obey Chamba and neither liked their hegemony and the events 
of his father’s deposition and subsequent Imprisonment were instigate 
ing him deep within against Chamba rulers. On the other hand, the 
principality of Bhadarwah was surrounded on three sides by the rulers 
of Jammu, Raja Gulab Singh and Dhyan Singh who were gaining 
strength day by day in these areas. Their forces had reached the bound- 
aries adjacent to Bhadarwah who were especially strengthening their 
hold on Ramnagar and Basohli. ‘This is why Pahar Chand found it 
better to compromise with these circumstances for some time. Mean- 
while, Chamba rulers were also getting terrified, Seeing the popularity 
of Raja Gulab Singh of Jammu and Dhyan Singh under the influence 
of Sikh court, and also the increasing power of Sikhs, Pahar Chand got 
also boosted and in 1820 AD, he showed courage and withheld the 
payment of annual tribute to Chamba, engaged the rebellious regiment 
of Pathan soldiers and leashed a banner of revolt. Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh with the help of Rajas of Jammu had not only subjugated various 
small or big principalities of Jammu but he had also defeated Afghan 
governor Azam Khan and thus controlled the Kashmir valley, He had 
then entrusted the affairs of the kingdom to Raja Gulab Singh, who 
was overseeing the administrative affairs of various conquered places of 
Jammu and Kashmir on his (Maharaja Ranjit Singh's) behalf. This nat- 

urally created fear and terror in the mind of the Chamba ruler. 

On the other hand, Mian Deedu of Nagrota who was a great gen- 
cral of Dogra princely order and belonged to the clan of Gulab Singh 
was totally against the Sikh rule and subjugation over the Dogra ar- 
cas. He was greatly vexed over the way Gulab Singh was promoting 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s control and his policy of expansion in the hill 
States of Jammu region, Mian Deedu fundamentally considered them 
as alien and plunderers and wanted to protect Jammu areas from their 
incursion. Probably on account of his patriotism, all the hill chiefs 


ad titled him as Governor-General Kohistan (Ruler of all Hill prin- 
Cipalities), 
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It was because of his popularity that he could raise a commendaby 
force of Rajput warriors at his command, which he used to defend 
cause of Dogra states. The force comprised some respectable and val 
iant type of people also. 

‘The plans and actions of Mian Deedu were not at all liked by Maha 
raja Ranjit Singh. This is why he had issued orders from Lahore Darth, . 
to capture Mian Deedu alive or dead so that he could foil all his ar. 
vading all small hill states and principalities between Ravi and aa 
ab). Jammu and Chamba states were already tributaries to or ruled by 
Sikhs. It was the influence of Mian Deedu’s courageous resolve that th 
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Kotwal 

A detailed mention of Kahluria has been made in the following pages. 
Source: “Shaheen” Magazine Degree College Bhadarwah; 1971 AD. Pages 
19-25 

Source: “Shaheen” Degree College Bhadarwah, 1971 AD, p.193 
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[21]: Source: “ Zareekh-e-Kishtwar” (lit: The History of Kishtwar 
Page 7 ) ’ Annexure. 
[22]: Reference: “Himalayan Principalities”; p.191-192 


O04 


Outside Attacks On Bhadarwah And 
The Epoch Of Other Kings 


Mi’yan Deedu’s Attack on Bhadarwah 
The Occupation of the Fort and the Battle With Chamba 
Forces 


istorians have also mentioned an important and pressing reason 

that led further to the mounting strain and disconnect between 
Chamba state and Raja Bhadarwah. The reins of Chamba government 
were handed down to the minor Charat Singh under the patronage of 
Queen Rani Sardha in 1808 AD after his father Raja Ajit Singh died. 
He was then only six years of age. 

It was under the rule of Raja Ajit Singh when there was one faithful 
Brahmin namely Sant Ram of village Ziea of Bhadarwah state (present 
Thathri) appointed in the services of the Raja’s Palace. After some time, 
because of his loyalty and honest services, he was entrusted with some 
responsible official position in the Kingdom, who was called as ‘Kot- 
wal’ at that time. This was the reason that he began to be called as Sant 
Ram Kotwal rather than as Sant Ram Brahmin. The said Queen also 
confided in him a lot so much so that he was among her close confi- 
dants. The other members of the Royal house and some officers began 
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seething in jealousy at seeing his closeness with the Queen. Wazir 
Nathu who in the capacity of the commander of Chamba forces had 
opposed the Kishtwar forces in assistance to Raja Daya Paul during his 
regime; and who had faced defeat at Bisnota and Kaligarh (Kalgarh) by 
Kishtwar forces, had retained the surviving soldiers of Chamba in the 
Bhadarwah fort upon his return. In sheer nervousness, these forces had 
tyrannized the residents of Bhadarwah. The other reason for doing so 
was that the Raja of Bhadarwah had become a sort of rebel against 
Chamba. On the other hand, after the new Raja of Chamba became of 
age and assumed the reins of power, his staff and relatives started poi- 
soning the ears of Raja about Sant Ram Kotwal and thus laid a trap 
against him. To satisfy them, the Raja dismissed and imprisoned Sant 
Ram but because of his previous services and loyalty, the prison staff 
behaved and served him properly in the jail. After some time, he slipped 
away from the prison with the help of the jailers and secretly reached 
Bhadarwah where the Raja of Bhadarwah utilized his services. 

Because of the alleged disloyalty of Raja Pahar Chand especially in 
the wake of new circumstances, Raja of Chamba had firmly resolved to 
march his army against Bhadarwah. For executing this plan he sent 
forth his army towards Bhadarwah under Wazir Nathu. To combat this 
possible invasion, Pahar Chand of Bhadarwah, on the other hand, sent 
Sant Ram Kotwal to Mian Deedu asking him to assist the Bhadarwah 
forces in case of Chamba’ incursion. Mian Deedu who was already 
upset at Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s expeditions against the hill states of 
Dogra kingdom under Gulab Singh and Dhyan Singh got an excuse to 
wrench Chamba. He didn't hesitate in accepting the request of Sant 
Ram Kotwal and directed him back to prepare a local contingent who 
would merge with Mian Deedu's forces to attack upon Bhadarwah fort 
and combat Chamba army. 


The Patriotism of Shaktu Kotwal 


When Sanat Ram Kotwal reached Bhadarwah, a local contingent of 
some brave people was made and the responsibility to lead the group 
was given to one local patriot Shaktu Kotwal. According to Narsingh 
Das Nargis, Mian Deedu also marched immediately towards Bhadar- 
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wah along with his army. He reached village Galiyan at Marmat (pres- 
ent Kalath Doda) where he was welcomed by Rana Fateh Singh. Rana 
Fateh Singh had earlier also displayed his Courtesy, generosity, and hos- 
pitality to Shah Shujah, the deposed King of Kabul during his abscond- 
ing on the way to Kishtwar. Similarly, Rana again rendered his service 
and showed high respect and hospitality to this Dogra rebel, who was 
otherwise no less than a King; and arranged for his stay at Khaleni 
Guest house. 

It is said that once Mian Deedu was fast asleep when they suddenly 
heard the beating of drums from village Sarsi, located in the upper parts 
of village Paryot. Probably they misconstrued it for treachery played by 
Rana Fateh Singh along with Raja Gulab Singh who had conspired to 
kill him (Mian Deedu). He got confused and plundered Khaleni with- 
out making any inquiry; and, left towards Bhadarwah along with his 
contingent. Reaching Bhadarwah in the midnight, this party of war- 
riors was joined by local Thakurs and some quarrelsome persons who 
decided to attack the Bhadarwah fort jointly. Here, the conditions were 
already favourable to corner Chamba forces, and thus the two forces set 
out and raided the fort. Because of the sudden attack by Shakeu Kotwal 
and the forces of Mian Deedu, a terrible commotion and tumult filled 
the fort. Chamba forces were taken aback and out of shock, lost their 
wits. The soldiers got killed while some of them fled to the nearby for- 
ests. The Governor of the Fort Ratnu fled towards Nalthi village of Il- 
laga Athkhar. The victorious soldiers pursued him but he could not be 
traced for some time. Actually, some people had witnessed him hiding 
at a place on his run but were too scared of the wrath of Ratnu and his 
army, to dare open their tongues. At last, a woman guided the army by 
pointing towards his hiding place and thus Ratnu was captured. He 
was beheaded and his head was placed on the tip of a spear and paraded 
publicly through the streets of Bhadarwah; which allayed the fear from 
the minds of people who heaved a sigh of relief at the sight. 


The Defeat of the Chamba Army in ‘Padri’ 


Probably, this news also reached Chamba and consequently their 
troops reached Padri Pass, fully prepared. While Chamba troops were 
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their attack on Bhadarwah, the forces of Shaktu 
d crushed them in Padri Pass itself. Wazir Nathu 
battle was fought at Padri 


busy preparing for 
Korwal lashed out an 
resisted the attack valiantly and so an intense 
Pass. However, at last, Bhadarwahi forces under the command of Shak- 


tu Kotwal emerged victorious while Chamba was routed. They suffered 
a huge loss of men and material while the surviving soldiers fled back 
to Chamba. Wazir Nathu is said to have completely lost his wits by 
then. He could not sustain this humiliation and thus, rather than going 
back to Chamba, he directly approached and sought help from Maha- 
raja Ranjit Singh, with whom he shared some old relations. 


The Entry of Sikh Forces in Bhadarwah 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh had agreed to help Wazir Nathu under the 
condition that once captured, Bhadarwah would still remain under the 
subjugation of Chamba, but Chamba will have to relinquish the Rihlu 
fort at Kangra which would be merged as a part of Punjab with it (Pun- 
jab) along with its adjoining land. Thus, a sanad (deed or agreement) was 
framed and handed over to Wazir Nathu which in addition to the 
above-mentioned terms also contained a condition that Pahar Chand 
would also be given a Jagir of 3000 rupees. After freezing the deed, a Sikh 
force was sent with Wazir Nathu from Punjab to compel Pahar Chand to 
comply with the terms of the deed. This sanad was agreed upon by Ma- 
haraja Ranjit Singh and Nathu at a time when he was in Nurpur and was 
trying hard to get the possession of Rihlu Fort. A copy of the sanad was 
also given to Nathu. Sikh forces entered Bhadarwah in 1821 AD. Raja 
Pahar Chand was left with no option but to leave and shift to some other 
place without offering any resistance. He partly demolished the recently 
established Ratangarh Fort which was named as Atalgarh and then fled 
out of Bhadarwah. He finally died in Amritsar Punjab after struggling 
through his days there as a refugee for some time. 


Bhadarwah Under the Rule of Chamba Again 
Raja Charat Singh (1821-1844 AD) 


Bhadarwah was once again merged with the state of Chamba. AF 
ter the death of Pahar Chand, the remaining genealogical connec- 
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tions of the Paul rulers in Bhadarwah also came to an end. A Europe- 
an traveler Bates, writes in his book that under the orders of Raja 
Ranjit Singh, Maharaja of Punjab, Desa Singh, the governor of hill 
states of Punjab came to Bhadarwah and took over the fort from Wa- 
zit Nathu, which for a considerable time was occupied by Sikh forces. 
Thus, for some time Bhadarwah came directly under the Sikh rule of 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh till Raja Chamba surrendered the possession 
of Rihlu to them. "! 

On the other hand, Vigne writes that Chamba agreed to surrender 
Rihlu Fort to Sikhs on the condition of being allowed to retain Bha- 
darwah and in this regard a sanad was granted by Ranjit Singh in the 
same year, conveying annexation of Bhadarwah to Chamba. Thus, 
Chamba regained supremacy over Bhadarwah which they ruled 
through a Governor of Bhadarwah with the help of Chamba officials 
which continued till 1832 AD. The same Governor, whose name as 
per local belief is stated to be Nathu, is also mentioned as Chief Offi- 
cial of Illaga Padar (Kishtwar). He also invaded places in Ladakh like 
Zanskar and Padam during 1822-1825 AD and also made them a 
tributary against an annual tribute of Rs. 1000/-. Later, General 
Zorawar Singh conquered these places, who was sent during 1834-36 
AD on Ladakh expedition. 

“After 1821 AD, the state of Bhadarwah was ruled by Chamba offi- 
cials. In 1823 AD, Zorawar Singh, the commander of Gulab Singh 
vainly attempted to conquer Bhadarwah. In 1845 AD, Mian Prakaram 
Singh was appointed as the Governor of Bhadarwah but soon after, the 
state of Bhadarwah was attacked by the state of Jammu and it was 
merged with Jammu.” ”! 


Zorawar Singh as the Governor of Bhadarwah 
(1821-1845 AD) 


Afterward, in 1821 AD Zorawar Singh, younger brother of Raja 
Chamba was appointed as the Governor of Bhadarwah; and later his 
Position was raised and was thus made the Raja of Bhadarwah in 1833 
AD, after which he began to be called as “Chota Raja” (Younger Raja). 
Although he physically remained in Chamba, his staff kept attending 
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to various administrative tasks of Bhadarwah. After some tim 
his activities were also overshadowed by suspicions, the Queen 
Chamba ordered his arrest. To evade the arrest, he fled to Bhadarwn 

. ; Pr ah 
which was under his control. However, finding the circumstances un 
suitable in Bhadarwah, he stepped away to Jammu where he died 7 
1845 AD. As has been mentioned before, under these siicunana 
his son Prakaram Singh was ascended to the throne of Bhadarwah, At 
the same time, Raja Gulab Singh annexed this state to Jammu. Thus 
Bhadarwah came under direct subjugation of Chamba in 1821 AD aid 
the rule of Chamba continued till 1846 AD. 

Sikh forces which had come to Bhadarwah with Wazir Nathu halted 
at a hillock on the other side of Neeru river along the banks of Gupt 
Ganga, which in the foot of these mountains protected them like a city 
wall. They named the place as Atalgarh which was later known as Atal- 
garh. The fort of Atalgarh was built here which was later partially de- 

molished by Wazir Nathu on his defeat. 

There is also a letter in Persian from Maharaja Ranjit Singh to Raja 
Charat Singh of Chamba in the Chamba Museum in which the plea- 
sure has been expressed over the Rihlu Fort and also the adjoining area 
that had been made over to him, and the conferring of the state of 
Bhadarwah to Chamba in exchange. This letter is dated 27% of Jeth, 
1878 Bikrami corresponding to June 1821 AD.”! 

As has been mentioned earlier, Zorawar Singh who was the younger 
brother of Charat Singh of Chamba and known as “Chota Raja” was 
designated as the Titular Raja of Bhadarwah in 1833 AD. He kept run- 
ning his administration from Chamba with the help of his staff while 
his Subedars (military officers) kept oppressing and annoying the peo- 
ple of Bhadarwah in a lot of ways. Because of this ill-treatment, the 
people had grown disgusted with the entire Chamba rule and kept dis- 
tancing from them rather than improving their relations. 

Dr Pritam Krishan Koul has presented a very fine picture of that 
period in his book “Himalayan Principalities”, which is summarized as 
follows (p.196-198): . 

“Zorawar Singh was spoken of as Chota Raja but he spent little time 
to attend the affairs of Bhadarwah principality. Charat Singh never 
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absence of Zorawar Singh from Bhada 
not succeed in securing complete loyal 
of Bhadarwah. However, nothing un 
able administration of Wazir Nathu fro 
he retired from the Wazirship of Cham 
not win over the local inhabitants.” 


The Commander of Gulab Singh, Zorawar Singh Kahluria’s 
Attack on Ladakh, Padar, and Bhadarwah 


“Between 1821 AD and 1834 AD, Zorawar Singh Kahluria was 
Chief Dogra Administrator of neighbouring Kishtwar, a Dogra Prov- 
ince of Gulab Singh. Ratnu from Padar and Wazir Nathu of Chamba 
had successfully managed to contain him and safeguard the boundaries 
of Chamba’s Bhadarwah state from any further extension. But after 
1834, the local inhabitants annoyed by the neglect, animosity and op- 
pressive ways of their Chamba administrators, had begun to raise their 
head. The folly was realized, though late, by Charat Singh and he took 
some initiative and interest in making an effort to gain the goodwill of 
locals. This was very essential also, in view of the increasing influence of 
Gulab Singh in the areas all around Bhadarwah.” 

“Charat Singh was a man of religious devotion and he tried to use 
his religious bent of mind to secure Praise and loyalty from Bhadarwah 
people. In 1834 AD, he got the Vasuki temple at Gatha and Nagar 
renovated and new images of Vasuki Nag installed in it. The installation 
of the statue at Gatha temple was personally attended by Charat Singh 
in August 1834 AD and as per a sanad, lavish grants in terms of land, 
gardens, ornaments and other kinds of precious articles were bestowed 
upon the priests and other temple servants.” 

Prior to his visit of Bhadarwah for the inauguration of Vasuki temple 
in 1834-35 AD, Zorawar Singh had reached Bhadarwah in April-May 
of the same year for necessary preparations, and he had bestowed some 
highland pastures for cattle grazing to local Zamindars and shepherds 
0n nominal rent.” But in spite of all this, he could not win the hearts of 
People. At the same time, Raja Gulab Singh approached towards Padar 
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and while conquering Kishtwar, he had occupied and annexed the Jagir 
of Bonjuwah which was then in the territory of the ousted Wazir Lakh. — 
pat Rai. His hawkish eyes were now set on any available Opportunity 
when he could possess Bhadarwah because it was at the exact cen ter of 
the boundaries of his Kingdom. With these goals in mind, various ine 
trigues against Raja were being weaved in association with many local | 
disgruntled elements who were also being secretly encouraged mean- _ 
while. After receiving a confidential no-objection letter from British, 
Gulab Singh sent a force under Zorawar Singh to conquer Ladakh in 
1834 AD, who after conquering some places halted at Padar upon his 
return. This led to suspicions within the people who objected to their 
passage through the area, though at that time, Zorawar Singh wanted | 
to abstain from any sort of activity against Chamba. Without paying | 
any heed in return, Zorawar Singh passed the majority of his army 
through Padar and sent them to Kishtwar while he also deliberately left 
some of them at village Chittorgarh in Padar (which is now known as 
Gulabgarh because of its association with Gulab Singh) so that they 
could keep up the communication with Zorawar Singh. On this Wazir 
Ratnu, the Chamba chieftain stirred up the people, took the regiment _ 
of Dogra soldiers under his control and sent them to Chamba. At this, 
the Chamba ruler was alarmed because this action by Ratnu seemed to 
be a direct challenge to Gulab Singh. And so, the Chamba ruler while 
disowning the act tried to wash his hands off the incident but the faulty 
step served as a good excuse to Zorawar Singh, the commander of Gu- 
lab Singh who attacked Padar and Bhadarwah in 1836 AD. Zorawar 
Singh was also the Dogra General and administrator during 1821-1836 
AD. He had been offended by Ratnu and thus in the springs of 1836 
AD, he attacked and conquered Padar to avenge this insult. In all of 
this, Bhadarwah was unnecessarily caught between the locked horns of 
two states. In the same year, Zorawar Singh’s army also put an advance 
against Bhadarwah; however, the Chamba army in the fort showed tre- 
mendous resistance. Another force from Chamba was advancing to 
their support. After the battle, Zorawar Singh's force was disgraced and 
had, therefore, no option but to retire. The occupation of Padar by 
Chamba since one and a half year, which had continued since the times 
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of Chitor Singh, ended and after its occupati 
ilaga was also annexed to Jammu. pation by Dogra forces, the 

The attack on Bhadarwah by Dogra General Zorawar Singh has also 
explained by Mr N.C. Kotwal in his book “Political and Cultural Her- 
itage of Bhadarwah, Kishtwar and Doda” in the light of some new re- 
searches, summarized as under (p.137-138): 

“Prior to 1844 AD too, before proceeding on Ladakh expedition in 
1833-34 AD, Ir is believed that while Dogra General Zorawar Singh 
was advancing towards Ladakh via Doda and Kishtwar, he camped at 
Barshalla for some days. There he saw the Goddess Durga in his dream, 
immediately woke up and in full devotion prayed to the Goddess that 
if he succeeded in conquering Leh, Ladakh, then on his return he 
would construct a temple there. Ultimately, after this invasion of Leh, 
when he returned back in 1836, he came to Barshalla and constructed 
the present temple (of Goddess Durga). It is believed that being em- 
boldened on having this dream; he ordered a section of his army to 
cross over to the other side of Chenab to attack Bhadarwah. The forc- 
es then crossed the Chenab, captured few villages and camped at Ja- 
shoola village. Getting the news of this attack, Wazir Nathu directed 
Bhadarwah Governor to send his troops at once to resist and counter 
the attack successfully. A chief of Chamba Governor commonly known 
to this day as Rao or Rana who was almost ruling the entire territory 
on the right side of Neeru river, opposed this Jammu army at Khanda 
Shira, a ridge now parting the boundaries of Tehsil Bhadarwah and 
Tehsil Thathri. Jammu forces had meanwhile encamped in Jasootha 
village above Bhela. The chief of Chamba forces had shifted his camp 
from Misratta to Himmote, at a place still known and named as’ Rave- 
ro Tembo’ (Rao’s tent), and guided his forces from this place. After 
suffering defeat, “most of the Army retreated back to join their main 
body in Ladakh campaign. But few warriors of Samba and Jasrota, 
who had captured the village of Bhela and Jasoohla eae 
Though, Raja Rao had returned to his basic place Misratta. The umil- 
iated group of Sambyal Rajput warriors started hatching a conspiracy 

4 group ¥ ? IP : hey developed secret 
to kill treacherously the ‘Rao. For this purpose, they f village Kh- 
contacts with few local villagers” and through a Harijan of vilag 
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alu, got Rao attacked his skull and killed, while he was busy in his 
morning meditations. After his death, in the words of Kotwal Nek 
Chand, “Sambyal warriors then took possession of two highly fertile 
stretches of lands in village Khalu and Diggi, where their descendants 


are till date residing.” 


Zorawar Singh Kahluria-An Introduction 

In the year 1786 AD, Zorawar Singh Kahluria was born in a Rajput 
family in village Kalhor of Kangra, now known as Ballaspur. One Ra- 
jguru of Kangra had prophecised about Zorawar Singh that he would 
one day turn out to be a great warrior. At the age of 16, he had forsaken 
his home over a domestic quarrel. Being very powerful, a storm of am- 
bitions would continuously rage in his heart and to accomplish them, 
he travelled far and wide. Illaqa Marmat Galiyan, which then held the 
status of a Jagir to Bhadarwah state, was ruled by Raja Jaswant Singh. 
Zorawar Singh had met Jaswant Singh in Haridwar. Rana Jaswant 
Singh was greatly impressed by the capabilities of Zorawar Singh and 
took him along to Marmat. Here, he underwent a thorough Military 
training and thus became a fully trained soldier. He also learned classi- 
cal music and Yoga from a Yogi in the mountains of Ramban. However, 
because of some misunderstandings he later left Jaswant Singh and 
went to Jammu, where he met Raja Gulab Singh on the banks of Tawi. 
Because of showing consideration for budgetary savings in lakhs of ru- 
pees in the supplies of various forts, he became a confidant of Gulab 
Singh. He first became the Wazir of Gulab Singh in Jammu, and later 
was also appointed as the Governor of Kishtwar. He made many im- 
portant conquests, though could never conquer Bhadarwah. 


Sri Singh and Prakaram Singh (1844-1845 AD) 


In the year 1839 AD, a son was born to Raja Charat Singh, who 
was named as Sri Singh. He had two more sons, named as Gopal Singh 
and Sampat Singh respectively. After the death of Charat Singh of 
Chamba in 1844 AD, Sri Singh, who was still a minor was ascended 
the throne of Chamba. Both of his brothers were also in their infancy 
at the time. After his ascension, the running of administrative affairs 
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was entrusted to a relative of Wazir Nathu, Bhaga who had been serv- 
ing as a Wazir in Chamba since 1834 AD and held the post till 1859 
AD As has been mentioned before, many suspicions were deliberately 
fed in the heart of Rani Katupa against the uncle of little Sri Singh, 
Zorawar Singh which led to her increased distrust in him. On the 
other hand, Zorawar Singh had already been aggrieved and jealous 
since the birth of Sri Singh, who was later to be a direct heir to succeed 
the throne of Chamba, at the age of five. 

Charat Singh had been afflicted with such a disease that ultimately 
took his life in the year 1844 AD, when he was only 42 years of age, 
having reigned Chamba for about 36 years. After his death, two Ranis 
and six concubines became Sati. The queen mother’s suspicions were all 
the more increasing during this time and thus she ordered the arrest 
and imprisonment of Zorawar Singh, but he easily evaded to Bhadar- 
wah being the Chota Raja of the place. However, at his arrival, things 
began to change for worse in Bhadarwah. In spite of his attempts, he 
failed to gain any public support there as people had grown weary of 
being oppressed by Chamba officials. He could not be helped by even 
those elements that were not even personally against him. Thus, he 
stepped away to Jammu to seek help from Dogra rulers, though he 
could not implement any of his plans. 

Raja Gulab Singh was keenly observing all these developments from 
Jammu and was already in search of an excuse to attack Bhadarwah, at 
the time when Zorawar Singh reached Jammu. Raja wanted to utterly 
exploit his arrival in his own interests but on Bhaga Wazir’s personal 
appeal to Sir Henry Lawrence, Bhadarwah was saved from being at- 
tacked. Gulab Singh at the time was otherwise completely busy in con- 
quering hill principalities, annexing them and thus expanding his em- 
pire. Under these circumstances, how could the Chamba ruler dare 
oppose him or his expansion strategies? According to Vigne, “It was 
with the help of Sikhs that Zorawar’s son, Prakaram Singh was made 
Raja of Bhadarwah in 1845 AD.” But owing to Anglo-Sikh war of the 
same year, Sikh-domination became very weak, and Gulab Singh prof- 
iting from the situation annexed Bhadarwah to Jammu in 1845 AD. 
According to a copy of the letter, preserved in Chamba museum, writ- 
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ten from Sir Henry Lawrence to Raja Sri Chand, it gets clear that ac- 
cording to the Treaty of Amritsar, Chamba was also included besides 
other areas in the territory of Gulab Singh. The letter is dated as 16 
March 1846 AD. According to this treaty, Bhadarwah was also given to 
Dogra rulers and thus got included in the state of Jammu and Kashmir, 
Sri Singh was instructed to pay his tribute money to Raja Gulab Singh 
regularly as per rules and also attend to other ceremonial services, 

Dr Pritam Krishan Koul, with reference to Frederickk Drew, while 
mentioning about the incident of giving away of Bhadarwah to Jammu 
as a dowry of a princess, writes that this state was passed by way of a 
dowry from Chamba to Raja Hira Singh, nephew of Raja Gulab Singh 
at his marriage with one of the Chamba princesses. A short agitation 
followed on Hira Singh's terrifying death on December 22, 1844 AD 
which was quelled by Gulab Singh who sent a small force to assert his 
right as head of the Jammu family. After facing a little resistance from 
the local forces, the principality was annexed to Jammu, though Cham- 
ba retained its preferential rights over Bhadarwah. 

After acquiring the principality of Basohli, as his personal Jagir, Hari 
Singh, the nephew of Raja Gulab Singh, was tempted to establish his 
control over Bhadarwah also. This aspiration was realized with the help 
of Makkar Shah, who wielded supreme influence in Lahore Darbar and 
had by then established so much of his influence over Chamba that he 
virtually ran the administration of the place. It is possible that with the 
help of his relative Julla Pandit, he might have convinced the Chamba 
ruler to marry off the princess with Hira Singh and pass away Bhadar- 
wah in dowry to him. 

After the death of Hira Singh, Gulab Singh as the head of the Royal 
family asserted his right over Bhadarwah and annexed it to Jammu in | 
1844 AD, ignoring Chamba’s claim. After Sikhs were defeated in the 
First Sikh War in 1845 AD, a Treaty was signed between Sikhs and the 
British that included the transfer of some territories to British Govern- 
ment and also payment of a war indemnity of one and a half crore ru- 
pees. However, on account of their weakness, the Sikhs were unable to 
pay the lump sum amount and for this they agreed to part with the 
mountainous territory between Beas and Indus for one crore, agreeing 
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to pay the remaining amount in cash. The Treaty was signed on March 
9%, 1846 AD and is famously known as “Sale-deed of Amritsar”. Also, 
as has been mentioned earlier, according to a separate Treaty named as 
“Treaty of Amritsar” “!, entered between the British Government and 
Gulab Singh on 16% March 1846 AD, the possession of the entire 
mountainous region between Ravi and Indus Valley including Chamba 
state was transferred to Raja Gulab Singh and thus included to the 
Dogra Kingdom. ©! 

This is how Bhadarwah was passed on to the Dogra Kingdom in 
accordance with the Treaty. After defining some new boundaries and 
transfer of territories, the ancient integrity of the State of Chamba was 
thus restored. Had the Treaty not been agreed upon, the State of Cham- 
ba would have also been a part of Jammu and Kashmir State today. 
Thus ended the rule of Pauls, Chamba rulers i.e. Sri Singh and Pra- 
karam Singh, and Bhadarwah became an important part of the Dogra 
Kingdom, regaining its independent status once again. 
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05 


Arrival Of Muslims In 
District Doda 


Background 


kere is no authentic written proof about the migration of Kashmi- 
ri Muslims from the Kashmir valley or other parts of the sub-con- 
tinent to the present District Doda or say to the Chenab Valley. Hence, 
the information about their arrival is backed only by some random es- 
timation or the traditions that have come down to us across generations 
from ancient times. However, it can be stated beyond doubt that the 
arrival of Muslims had started from the 14% century AD. Some proofs 
about the settlement of Muslim households from Delhi in Bhadarwah, 
on the orders of emperor Akbar during Nag Paul-II’s regime, have also 
been found. These households included Dhobis and Mirasis. They were 
given lands for the construction of their homes and also some other 
Privileges by the Raja. f ; 
According to a tradition; during the rule of Paul Rajas, Pratap Singh 
(who was preceded by Raja Nag Paul-II) had gone to Kashmir for 
Pursuing education, from where some Pandit households accompa- 
nied him back to Bhadarwah, who would render their services as Ra- 
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jgurus (Royal priests). Big chunks of land were transferred to their — 
name, and for cultivating them, Kashmiri Pandits invited some Mus- 
lims from Kashmir. During the Shahmeeri regime, a lot of preachers 
came to these mountainous regions for the sake of preaching, and — 
among them, a lot of Muslims who accompanied them settled here — 
permanently. In addition to them, a lot of people in the disturbed 
times of Chak dynasty, Mughal Rule, Afghan and Sikh regime, were 
forced to abandon their cherished native places who came running — 
and also settled in these mountainous areas. Again, because of the _ 
deadly famines of 1836 AD and 1876-1878 AD, the later earthquakes, 
storms, and epidemics forced thousands of people to leave the Kash- 
mir Valley. Because of levying taxes on shawl-weavers by Raj Kak 
(Governor) during the Dogra regime; snatching of property rights 
from the estate-holders, the old and cruel custom of forced labour and _ 
many such stimulating factors often forced the Kashmiri Muslims and 
Pandits to leave behind their motherland. The arrival of Islam in the 
Kashmir Valley and a brief analysis of all such factors shall be explained — 
in the forthcoming pages under which Kashmiri Muslims and some 
Pandit households migrated and settled here permanently in the envi- 
rons of the district. 


The Spread of Islam in Kashmir-and Historical Analysis of 


the Consecutive Arrival of Muslims in Erstwhile District 
Doda 


22 Hindu Rajas of Sangram Raj ruled over Kashmir. During the rule 
of Raja Sangram in 1015 AD, Sultan Mehmood while chasing Tarlo- 
chan Paul, the son of Raja Anand Paul (ruler of Lahore), reached Kash- 
mir but returned back to Ghazni after receiving some presents from 
Sangram Raj, the ruler of Kashmir. “During the times of Raja Seh Dev, 
Rinchan Shah S/o Shah Mir or Shahmeeri of Tibet (the son of Shah 
Tahir), and a leader of Hindustan Shankar Chak came to Kashmir and 
got employed by the Raja. But the weaknesses of the Kingdom first 


helped Rinchan Shah and later Shah Mir; when the latter established 
his Kingdom in Kashmir.” 
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The Era of Sultans (1339-1554 AD) 


Shahmeeri times, about 25 Sultans of 
in the intervening period Kota Rani, 
held the throne for some time. The e 
1339-1554 AD. Rinchen Shah kept 
who was followed by Rani Kota and later by Sultan Shuhaab-ud-Din. 
He became the first ruler who exalted the Shahmeeri clan to new 


heights. In his time, Hazrat Ameer Kabir Syed Ali Hamdani 


this clan ruled Kashmir whereas 
the queen of Raja Seh Dev also 
ra of the Sultans stretched from 
tuling by the name of Sadr-ud-din 


(ra) along 
with a congregation of about 700 people including Sadaat (Prophet 
Muhammad's direct descendants), Sheikhs (Islamic religious leaders or 


teachers) and some religious Preceptors came to Kashmir in 1372 AD. 
Later, he again arrived in 1379 AD and then in 1383 AD, for the third 
time. Inspired by his graceful efforts, righteousness, and virtuousness a 
huge number of people embraced Islam. He also came to Kishtwar, a 
part of erstwhile District Doda and prophesized about the arrival of 
Hazrat Farid-ud-din Baghdadi who would render his services to Islam 
at the place. By his arrival to far-flung areas like Kashmir and Kishtwar, 
religious education along with the Persian and Arabic languages in the 
areas got massively promoted. He is also said to be the founder of Islam 
in Kashmir. In Sultan Qutub-ud-din’s reign as well who ruled Kashmir 
from 1345-1374 AD, the followers of Hazrat Ameer Kabir (ra) exerted 
a lot for preaching Islam. Then during the times of Sultan Sikandar 
(1374-1389 AD), Hazrat Syed Muhammad Hamdani™, the noble son 
of Hazrat Ameer Kabir came to Kashmir along with his 300 scholars 
and companions including a lot of religious scholars, preachers, and 
other saintly beings. They strived to preach their message not only 
within the Valley and its vicinity but also in other outside parts as well, 
where they enlightened every nook and corner with the noor (divine 
light) of Islam and converted thousands of people to it. The tradition of 
the coming of theologians, scholars and mystics from Iran, Khurasan, 


|292| The History 8 Culture of Bhadarwah 


Iraq, and West Asia to Kashmir continued, who also promot : 
: ? ; ed Persi 
and Arabic languages besides preaching the religion of Islam, The ian 
ture and traditions of Islam influenced everybody. Sultan Sikands, ie 
also known as Sultan Butt Shikan (lit: Idol-Breaker]. Probably, : is 
intolerance was also shown towards the Hindu subjects during his . a 
which is why the non-muslims began to see the ruler with contem : : 
is said that some mistakes were actually committed by his Wasik F 
Butt. Nevertheless, even if it is just the Wazir who is short-sighted; th 
accountability is always sought from the ruler. ae 
The period of Sultan Zain-ul-Abideen which lasted for about 51 
years (1412-1474 AD) is said to be the “Golden Era of History” of 
Kashmir. He set off age of development, Prosperity, and tolerance in 
Kashmir. A lot of religious preceptors and Sheikhs remained stationed 
in Kashmir during his regime also, which included spiritually accom- 
plished people like Mullah Bahau-ud-din Ganj Baksh™, Syed Nasir- 
ud-din Bihaqi™, Syed Hussain Muttaqi™, Mullah Kabir and espe- 
cially Hazrat Shiekh Noor-ud-din Wali, at the beneficent hands of 
whom a lot of people accepted Islam. The religious mentors who en- 
lightened people with the teaching of Oneness of God include Hazrat 
Jalal-ud-Din™, Hazrat Syed Taj-ud-Din™, Syed Hussain Samnani® 
and Hazrat Syed Yousuf, besides those already mentioned. Yet the 
greatest missionary service in spreading the message of Islam was ren- 
dered at the hands of Hazrat Ameer Kabir Syed Ali Hamdani™ and it 
was because of the efforts of his fellow men and companions that 
congregations of scholars and Saadat [lit.: Holy Prophet's descendants 
through his daughter Hazrat Fatima] kept coming to District Doda 
even in those difficult times who during their preaching missions kept 
impressing and converting people to Islam. On the other hand, 
Sheikh Noor-ud-din Wali (whose ancestors belonged to ia 
Bhandarkote Tehsil Kishtwar) because of his scholarly nee 
righteousness had not only continued the mission of Amect Kabir 
taking it to new heights but had also because of his austerl 
erance made many bright disciples shine on the horizons © s 
who continue to spread their inner divine light all over the state 


generations, even today. 


ty and tol- 
f Islam, 
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Chak Era (1554-1586 AD) 


During the Chak era, almost eight rulers ruled over Kashmir for a 
period of about 32 years. A lot of religious scholars and spiritual elder- 
ly men who kept coming from outside to Kashmir during this time 
include Hazrat Sultan-ul-Aarifeen Sheikh Hamzah Makhdoomi , 
Hazrat Baba Dawood Khaki and Hazrat Yaqoob Sarfi among oth- 
ers. Gazi Chak (1561-1563 AD) ruled Kashmir including some other 
places. He also attacked Kishtwar and conquered it. His reign was 
marked by a lot of upsurging rebellions, however, they were badly 
squashed. Nevertheless, Sunni people were disappointed in him. Also, 
during the reign of his brother Hussain Chak, communal riots took 
place between Shias and Sunnis after the murder of Imam of Jama Mas- 
jid and the Qazi (magistrate) of the city. After the death of Ali Shah 
Chak in 1579 AD, his brother Yousuf Chak ascended the throne. Be- 
cause of his hedonistic lifestyle, Kashmir could no longer retain its 
peace and got disorganized. Afterward, he also fled to Kishtwar while 
many of his Muslim companions from Kashmir went along and settled 
there. He again ascended the throne in 1581 AD but Emperor Akbar 
got him imprisoned and sent to Bihar and Yaqoob Shah Chak was thus 
made the King in 1585 AD. Even in his rule too, people got fed up of 
his narrow-mindedness and oppression. On the request of Kashmiri 
scholars, Akbar advanced his army and consequently defeated Yaqoob 
Shah. He also ran away to Kishtwar for the protection of his life. It is 
quite possible that many Kashmiris might have run away with him to- 
wards the Chenab valley. Finally, Mughals came to power in Kashmir. 
During the reign of Raja Nag Paul-II, two Muslim households had 
been shifted from Delhi and settled in Bhadarwah on the orders of 
Emperor Akbar. 


Mughal Era (1586-1753 AD) 


Some historians write that the Mughal Governor Mirza Ali Akbar 
had ordered the massacre of Kashmiris. Many scholars were exiled and 
a large group of Kashmiri army was murdered. A lot of people from 
the Chak family were also killed while the eyes of some were gouged 
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out, Then on the orders of Jehangir in 1606 AD, Ali Akbar unde, the 
commandership of Mirza Haider Koka and Mirza Muhammad Kh 

sent forth a military reinforcement to root out rebels of the Chak fin. 
ily living in Kishtwar, but the Mughal forces were defeated. In 1629 
AD again, Pratap Singh of Kishtwar was routed at the hands of Mu. 
ghal troops and Aeba Chak was defeated at Chatru (Kishtwar) and 
later killed. It is possible that during the same time, a lot of Kashmiris 
must have again escaped from Kashmir towards District Doda. In the 
Mughal era, about 25 Nazims (administrators) or Subedars were ap- 
pointed one after the other to look after the administrative affairs. 
Emperor Akbar and Jehangir came over to Kashmir three and eight 
times respectively. Jehangir would also be accompanied by Noor Jehan 
on his visits. Shah Jehan ascended the throne of Delhi in 1633 AD, He 
first came to Kashmir in 1645 AD. Many constructions bearing his- 
torical significance were executed in Kashmir Valley during the Mu- 
ghal rule. This included a lot of buildings and streams, etc. Then, Au- 
rangzeb assumed the throne of Delhi in 1658 AD. Prior to him, Raja 
Mahan Singh of Kishtwar (1650-1658 AD) had sent his son Jai Singh 
to the court of Shah Jehan for making up with him. Shah Jehan had 
been displeased with him after he had released an order allowing only 
one night stay for Muslims there but later according to an agreement 
Muslims were allowed hassle-free travel and settlement in Kishtwar. In 
the same time, Muslims households came over to Kishtwar and pro- 
— from here to settle in Bhalesa, Bhadarwah and other places 
rom time to time. 

At was on the orders of Mughal King that Hazrat Mullah Hus- 
sain™ and Hazrat Mullah Bahadur, the sons of Hazrat Mullah 
Mchmood Kashmiri, came to Kishtwar. Because of their arrival, the 
first Mosque in the Kishtwar was built, named as “Khwaja Khwaja 
—— - Raja also gave them some portions of land as Jagir. It must 

remembered that in the year 1622 AD, Muglai Begum under the 
pins of Iradat Khan, attacked and occupied Kishtwar to avenge 

eath of her husband Mirza Khan. Once again, many Muslims 


from Kashmir came to the areas of Kishtwar, Doda, and Bhadarwah 
and settled here. ; 
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Hazrat Shah Farid-Ud-Din Baghdadi’s Arrival at Kishtwar 


During the rule of Raja Jai Singh of Kishtwar (1656-1664 AD), 
Hazrat Muhammad Farid-ud-Din Baghdadi™ reached Kishtwar along 
with many scholars and disciples. Historians say that because of his 
high order spirituality, saintliness, forbearance, humanitarianism and 
other qualities like tolerance and effective preaching, the Raja was so 
impressed that he embraced Islam and took the name of Bakhtiar 
Khan. Later his son Kerat Singh also converted to Islam and took the 
name of Saadat-Yar-Khan. Subsequently, in their imitation, a lot of 
people in the area also embraced this religion. On the other hand, 
frustrated by the barbarity done on Kashmiris across times, many clans 
from Kashmir also came to other safe areas of the Chenab Valley and 
settled there. After the arrival of the Shah Sahib™, there was a consid- 
erable increase in the Muslim population who spread in the areas of 
Bhalesa, Bhadarwah, etc. When he along with his caravan came from 
Baghdad and reached Delhi, Agra and thence passing through the 
mountainous areas of Tehsil Rajouri and other routes of Gol, Daeng- 
batal, Ramban, Paristan, Doda, Kashewan, Bhandarkote, etc.; and fi- 
nally to Kishtwar, thousands of people along their way had converted 
to Islam after getting inspired by his preaching and monotheistic be- 
liefs. His arrival affirms the prophecy that Hazrat Ameer Kabir had 
earlier made in Kishtwar about his arrival. He had two sons from his 
first spouse, Shah Asrar-ud-Din™ and Shah Anwar-ud-Din™ and an- 
other son Shah Akhyar-ud-Din™ from his second spouse. Thousands 
of people also came into Islam at the compassionate hands of his sons. 
In this connection, Mr Nek Chand Kotwal, in his famous book, “Po- 
litical and Cultural Heritage of Bhadarwah, Kishtwar and Doda”, 
writes (p.140-143): 

“One thing is certain that the spread of Islam was loved and accept- 
ed in District Doda, not at the force of sword or oppression of a few 
fanatics and ignorant rulers of the time who did it in Kashmir; but Is- 
lam in District Doda was embraced by the people seeing and enjoying 
love and affection of one godly Fakir (saint) Sayeed Mohammad Farid- 
ud-Din Baghdadi, mostly known as Shah Farid Baghdadi. All mankind 
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for this Faqir was equal and he preached the path of God to everyone 
whosoever came his way without any discrimination of faith or color. 
His high order spirituality and mode of worship and meditation to the ; 
Almighty was the main reason of attraction for people towards the faith — 
of this godly man. Being impressed by his spiritual powers, the saints of - 
the same status and capacity like Bawa Budhi Dass of Jangalwar visited _ 
this Faqir of high spiritual order.” ; 

He further writes: “After the attack of Muglani Begum on Kishtwar _ 
and her return to Kashmir, Raja Pratap Singh taking the assistance of 
Bhadarwah army swept away the Mughal forces and regained the ruler. 
ship of Kishtwar, but till then 70 % conversion had already taken 
place.” In his opinion, “Ganai’s were the first section of Muslims, who _ 
migrated to Bhadarwah during the tyrannical rule of Chaks (1554. 
1586 AD) and settled there; especially during the rule of Yousuf Shah 
Chak (1579-1585 AD) who persecuted Sunni Muslims and Hindus 
equally.” 

After the arrival of Hazrat Shah Farid-ud-Din Baghdadi™ in Kisht- 
war, while mentioning about his valuable service to The Almighty for 
the spread of Islam, Mr Wali Muhammad Aseer Kishtwari writes in his 
book “Tasveer-e-Zilla Doda” as follows (p.268): 

“As the spread of Islam in the Kashmir Valley was reinforced by the 
arrival of Shah Hamadan‘™’; in the same way, after the arrival of Hazrat 
Shah Farid-ud-din Baghdadi™ in District Doda, the light of Islam 
spread not only in District Doda, but also progressed to the other areas 
of District Udhampur like Mahour, Gulab Garh, Chenani and Doda 
Basantgarh, etc. 46% of the population of District Doda was then 
comprised of Muslims.” 

The contribution of Hazrat Shah Baghdadi™, in the words of Mr 
Shad Fareed Abadi, is so eloquently short yet apt. He writes: “We are 
highly indebted to Hazrat Shah Sahib” who despite a soul-wrenching 
and hostile atmosphere bore all the hardships of travel, only to bestow 
us with the noor of faith. With his compassionate calls to Tawheed 
(monotheism), he cast light on the hearts and the religion alike and 
enlightened us with an all-embracing System and universality of this 
Deen (religion). With his every proceeding step, the light of Islam cut 
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arkness all around. He is the same mystic soul 
ough the spread oft of the barrens and bloomed gardens in the 
who guid at Shah Farid-ud-din “ lit the lamps of knowledge and 
desert ie ears in the land of Faridabad and kept genuinely con- 
anes ache of Allah to the people with full sincerity. Called 


sagen f Hazrat Muhammad"), His love ate pion his 


weed to the way 0 . amen 
kindling with its flare. He saw triumph in his mission. 
gee influence of the preaching of these Shahs of Baghdad” had 
ncompassed even the areas of Mahour, Chenani, Doda, Basantgarh, 
e 4 Ramnagar in District Udhampur. It was actually the spirituality, 
ee abstinence, mysticism, and humanity of these revered souls that 
em people into Islam in large numbers. Because of this reli- 
gious revolution, some astounding changes emerged in the culture, 
tradition, education and other skills of the place. This most important 
chapter of the history of Hazrat Shah Farid-ud-Din™ bears testimony 
to the fact that his person was above all the sectarianism, religious in- 
tolerance and factionalism. By taking his religious mission pillared on 
humanity, spirituality, and monotheism, to the dark corners of Dis- 
trict Doda, he let the inhabitants embrace the gleaming path of divine 
destiny. This explains why he was always surrounded by people irre- 
spective of race, colour or sects. By virtue of the pious endeavors of his 
spiritual successors, especially his noble son Hazrat Akhyar-ud-Din™, 
the divine light of Islam reached the region of Doda besides other ad- 
joining areas and principalities; and many scholars and mystics from 
far-off places kept coming to settle here. Some other Rajas of Kishtwar 
also embraced Islam, including Muhammad Subhan Singh, Inayatul- 
lah Singh, and Raja Muhammad Teg Singh. It is obvious that their 
religious conversion would have also affected their subjects who with- 
out any force or oppression would have accepted this religion in large 


numbers, 
Afghan Era (1752-1819 AD) 


oe Shah Abdali under the command of Abdullah Khan sent a 
ian epee 15000 troops from Lahore to attack Kashmir, who 
pice it. In the same year (1752 AD), Afghan Governor Abdullah 


|298| The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


Khan was appointed as Governor of Kashmir. Sukh a on 
spired with Abu Al-Hassan Khan and got the eet ‘ ‘i ‘ fall 
Dev provided assistance to Afghans and Sukh Jeevan Ma ae ae 
crushing defeat. In the same time, Sunni-Shia sectarian riots also took 
place. Many governors were sent here during 1764-1778 AD. During 
the times of Haji Kareem Daad (Governor) in 1777 AD, almost every 
Kashmiri was subjected to oppression and torture. After the defeat of 
Ranjit Dev (of Jammu) in Kashmir, Kareem Daad left no stone un- 
turned to plunder and devastate the people here. ‘The lands of the peo- 
ple were seized and the era was overshadowed by widespread carnage 
and bloodshed. Unable to survive the tyranny any longer, many people 
fled from the Kashmir Valley and reached various places in Doda, 
Kishtwar and Bhadarwah, etc. Kareem Daad finally breathed his last in 
1783 AD and Azad Khan got appointed as the next Governor in his 
place. He took the area of Kishtwar under his occupation and estab- 
lished his suzerainty over its Raja. In 1785 AD, Madad Khan attacked 
and occupied Kashmir. Later, Muraad Khan was sent to Kashmir who 
imposed some additional taxes on the Kashmiris and thus devastated 
them completely. Afterward, many Afghan rulers kept teasing and ha- 
rassing the people of Kashmir. During the times of Attar Muhammad 
Khan, many innocent lives were lost in the Shia-Sunni clashes, Because 
of the joint conspiracy hatched by Maharaja Ranjit Singh and Fateh 
Khan, Sikhs, and Afghan forces attacked Kashmir and occupied it. Lat- 
er, according to a Treaty with Attar Muhammad Khan, the surrender 
ing of the Kohinoor Diamond and Attoc Fort by Shah Shujah to Ma- 
haraja Ranjit Singh was agreed upon. How appropriate has Al-Beroni 
written about Attar Muhammad Khan: “Azad dar Joru beydaad, az kar- 
da padar sadh chand safaaq-o-beybaak bood, roz marah oan de y' 
yak do kas raa- 
hak-o-naahak be qatal rasaneed.” (lit.: He is free to suppress and terror- 
ie Leet a hundred times more a bloodshedder than his father, 
re been inte spe pees One Gr two persons daily.’]. Pathan rule 
Sistented tapes oor-i-Ibtila” [lit.: The Era of Misfortune]. People 
tyranny and loot ran away for the safety of their lives to 


outside regions and a lot of Kashmiris mi 
s migrated helplessly to Bhadar- 
wah besides the other areas of Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and Punjab, etc. 
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who could no longer bear with the barbarity, misrule, and communal- 
ism of the Pathans. Some Kashmiri Pandits were already given lands in 
Bhadarwah by the local Rajas and besides the local Wazirs, Kotwals and 
Ranas among the Hindu populace of the area owned big Jagirs. It is 
said that a lot of Kashmiris were permitted to come here from Kashmir 
for the cultivation of these fertile lands. Similarly, the lack of craftsmen 
and other skilled labour was also fulfilled by Kashmiri refugees until the 
Dogra rule. The owners of these Jagirs in Bhadarwah also bestowed 
these craftsmen and artists, etc. with patches of land while the local 


population also showed tolerance and generosity to help these Muslim 
refugees settle here. 


Sikh Era (1819-1847 AD) 


In 1819 AD, Maharaja Ranjit Singh scaled to Kashmir with the help 
of Gulab Singh and in the same year, Kashmir got included in the Sikh 
dominion. During this time also, people were made to suffer under 
oppression. Under the governorship of Faqir Chand, no mercy was 
shown in swiping away the Kashmiri and Afghan forces. After it, one 
Moti Ram was appointed as the administrator while the Kingdom was 
run through the hands of Beer Dhar Pandit. It was in this time when 
Jamia Masjid Srinagar was locked and proclaiming Azaans (Athans) 
was also banned. However, when Sardar Hari Singh took the place of 
the former, he banned forced labour while also concentrating on some 
developmental works. On the reappointment of Moti Ram as the Gov- 
ernor in 1822 AD, people were doomed economically and they were 
again oppressed in varied ways. Then, in the year 1825 AD, Deewan 
Kripa Ram was made the Governor, during whose time Cholera claimed 
a lot of lives at the place. Then in the times of Bheema Singh, Shia-Sun- 
ni riots took place. A devastating famine struck the valley in 1832 AD 
and also witnessed untimely snowfall. As a result, six lakh Kashmiris 
either lost their lives or migrated towards the other regions. It is said 
that the Sikh era in Kashmir was overall more notorious than the Af- 
ghan rule for the loot, exploitation, and corruption, they leashed. . 

The heart-wrenching events in Kashmir, officialdom, famines, 
forced labour, taxes imposed on farmers and shawl-weavers and their 
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afflictions; have not only been written about by Mour Craft, G. Taylor, 
William Wiekfield, Yang Hasband, Bamzee, Sir Walter Lawrence but 
have also been recorded in great details by other historians. In the 
times marred by such barbarity besides by other natural disasters (epi- 
demics, famines, earthquakes, windstorms, etc.), what other option 
did the people have than to run away? In these times, a lot of Muslims 
migrated from Kashmir towards Bhalesa, Bhadarwah, etc. and settled 
there. : 

Forced Labour is also stated as one of the reasons for this migration 
of Kashmiris which in the words of Bamzai: “Being a border state, the 
evil of forced labour in Kashmir existed here since the times of Raja 
Shankar Verman (though it might have existed even before him), 
Forced labour also prevailed in the times of Budshah. Even in the Sikh 
and Afghan regime, people were forcibly enforced to labour, Maharaja ; 
Gulab Singh introduced a change in this practice. Slowly and steadily, 
it existed only in villages where ration was given in return. But at last, 
when the people raised their voices against it, this practice of forced 
labour was abolished.” ”! , 

It must be remembered that forced labour was also employed during 
various expeditions and for sending military supplies and armour to 
combat the invaders, in addition to their normal routine services. This _ 
explains why a lot of Kashmiris died during the expedition of Gilgat. 


Dogra Rule 

When the Kingdom was passed to Maharaja Gulab Singh according 
to the Treaty of Amritsar in 1846 AD, he undertook some positive steps 
for the prosperity of Kashmiris who had fallen prey to the barbarity and 


oppression under the Sikh and Afghan rule. However, at the hands of © 


his administrator Pandit Raj Kak and other government officers and — 
governors, the story of oppression and tyranny sequentially continued. — 
It was on the suggestion of Raj Kak that Maharaja Gulab Singh got all 


the unauthenticated Jagirs transferred to his name while granting 


just — 


the temporary rights to the owners or tenants for cultivating them. — 


the taxes and 


Similarly, artisans and shawl weavers got overburdened by 
been detailed 


were thus forced to leave the place. All those events have 
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in «Tareekh-i-Hussan” as a result of which the economic and financial 
conditions of its inhabitants worsened. They include the confiscation 
of the property of some clans, increasing the value of taxes imposed on 
shawl-weavers, continuation of taxes on matrimonial rites, putting 
down the burden of more than 60 people on every single Zamindar, the 
yranny of the Wazirs, dying of a huge number of Kashmiris as forced 
labours during the Gilgit expedition, etc. According to the Feudal sys- 
tem, every Jaagirdar (feudal lord) was granted full power to subdue the 
Judge, administrator, police officers and even the women folk residing 
within his territorial domains. During the visits of the government ofh- 
cers, different kinds of customs; including grains, cash, providing fuel/ 
firewood; were recovered by the local watchmen from the people be- 
sides pressing them into forced labour (Begaar) and reporting at the 
headquarter of the officer with fowls, etc. 

During the reign of Maharaja Gulab Singh, shawl-weavers protested 
on 29 April 1865 AD against the tyranny they were enduring, however, 
the protest was apparently quelled. After the incident, a lot of people 
migrated out from here. During 1878-1879 AD, the valley of Kashmir 
was struck with a devastating famine, the effects of which lasted till 
1880 AD As a result; some 2/3” of the population was wiped off. It 
became well known about the starving and hungry people that Maha- 
raja was sacking them and drowning them down into Wular Lake. On 
this, the British filed a suit against the Maharaja. Maharaja Pratap Singh 
took hold of the Kingdom in 1885 AD and ruled for the next forty 
years. Again, a lot of people perished in his time during the famines of 
1888 AD, 1892 AD, 1902 AD, 1906 AD, and 1910 AD. In addition 
to them, the valley was also caught in the horrible storms during 1893 
AD and 1903 AD. Maharaja Hari Singh ascended the throne in 1925 
AD. A lot of works for the public welfare were executed during his 
time, however, because of his frequent absence from the state, the ad- 
ministrative machinery, in the words of one of his Minister of External 
Affairs, Mr Bannerji, “depreciated at the hands of his business advi- 
sors”. He submits his resignation stating: 

“The majority of the Muslim population o 
animals because of their ignorance, poverty; 


f the state is living a life of 
and remoteness. There is 
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no communication between the people and the government and peo- 
ple have no source to register their complaints with it. The administra. 
tive machinery has depreciated.” bey 

A big disturbance arose within the state at the resignation of Banner 
ji and later in 1931 AD because of the firing on the protestors outside 
the jail; people got inclined to launch the movement of “Kashmir C 
do” (Quit Kashmir). Though even in the Dogra regime Bhadarwah as, 
Jagir remained developing and all the Maharajas took a keen interest in 
handling the affairs of the place. In the same time, (as mentioned be- 
fore) a lot of Muslims came from Kashmir and settled in the areas of 
Doda, Bhadarwah, Kishtwar, Bhalesa, Marmat among others. In addi- 
tion to them, a considerable population of Kashmiri Pandits also came 
and settled here. Muslim refugees from Kashmir included craftsmen, 
skilled workforce, traders, cultivators, businessmen, labourers, saints, 
mystics, Saadat and preachers while as Pandit community included 
some Rajgurus, religious scholars and other learned men. In the words 
of Professor T.N. Moza: 

“The Kashmiri refugees found Bhadarwah a congenial place for per- 
manent settlement because of its cold and bracing climate, the exis- 
tence of mountains, forests, and rivers which have had an irresistible 
appeal to a Kashmiri mind. In terms of topography, terrain and climat- 
ic conditions, Bhadarwah bears a close resemblance to Kashmir. What- 
ever may be the origin of Kashmiris in Bhadarwah, the fact remains 
that at present Kashmiris form a sizeable section of Bhadarwah's popu- ” 
lation.” 


(1): 
(2): 
(3): 


(4): 


(5}: 
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Khaakh Paakh-e-Khitta-e-Kashmir hai jannat magar 

Qabar-e-Dozak ka namuna hai wahan beggar bhi 


(Indeed the pious land of Kashmir is a paradise; 
yet the Forced Labour at the place 
is no less than a burning grave in hellfire) 


Professor T.N. Moza, in ‘Shaheen’ College Magazine of Bhadarwah Degree 
College-1971 AD, Pages 145-146 
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Bhadarwah Under The Dogra Rulers 
(1846-1857 AD) 


Maharaja Gulab Singh (1846-1857 AD) 


lhe Chief Leader of the Dogra dynasty Gulab Singh, who was a 

close confidant of Maharaja Ranjit Singh was made the Raja of the 
Jammu Kingdom on 16 June 1822 AD at Akhnoor along the banks of 
River Chenab under the chairmanship of the said Maharaja and a royal 
colour mark (Tilak) was painted on his forehead. 

The transfer of the Bhadarwah state to Raja Gulab Singh and its 
merger with the Dogra state has been already explained in the preced- 
ing pages. This state had come in the center of all the other Jagirs falling 
under the Dogra Kingdom, while the Jagir of Kishtwar had also be- 
come a part of the region of Jammu. The only reason why Gulab Singh 
was abstaining from attacking Bhadarwah was that a Sanad of Mahara- 
ja Ranjit Singh was lying with the Chamba ruler and defying it was 
neither within the capacity of Gulab Singh nor was it an appropriate 
step. Under these circumstances, Gulab Singh started patronising the 
‘local displeased elements’ that were annoyed and distressed by the op- 
pression at the hands of the officers working under the Chamba rule. 
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They included Shaktu, Kundan and Agarh Kotwal. Banking on the 
opportunity and seeing the conditions favourable, according to his exg 
pansion policy Gulab Singh started to lay his eyes towards Bhadarwah 
also. At the time, Maharaja Ranjit Singh had grown old and was near- 
ing his end. On the other hand, Wazir Nathu, who enjoyed the assis- 
tance of Ranjit Singh in Chamba, had also become of age and had _ 
distanced himself from politics, etc. 

Both of the Dogra brothers, Gulab Singh and Sucheet Singh had 
great influence in the Sikh court because of which they were over ex- 
ploiting their powers. 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh died in 1839 AD, however, Gulab Singh still _ 
did not venture to attack Bhadarwah out of Sikh fear. But after the 
weakening of Sikh rule in Lahore and because of the activities of the _ 
rebels against the Bhadarwah ruler, it was an opportune time to arrange 
for annexing this state with the Dogra Kingdom of Jammu. As has been 
earlier mentioned, when a war broke out between the Sikh and British — 
forces, Raja Gulab Singh while disregarding the claims of Zorawar Sin- 
gh and Prakaram Singh, annexed this state to Jammu, although it was 
only sometime back when many areas of the Jammu and Kashmir state _ 
including Ramnagar, Chenani, Reasi, Kishtwar, and Ladakh had been 
included in the Dogra Kingdom then. After the Treaty of Amritsar was 
signed (1846 AD), the ambitions of Gulab Singh, who had already © 
consolidated the Dogra kingdom after conquering and annexing vari- 
ous hilly states or principalities, had been continuously soaring. 

According to Dr Pritam Krishan Koul: “From 1846 AD till his death — 
in 1857, he continued his conquest in the north, western and eastern _ 
hills of Kashmir. The credit for laying the foundation of Jammu and — 
Kashmir State should rightly go to his mature political wisdom, his _ 
good relationship both with the Sikhs and the English, as also the able 
generalship of Wazir Ratnu, Dewan Hari Chand and Col. Basti Ram, 
combined with the unforgettable services rendered by the highlanders 
who laid their lives. Much has been said and sung about the bravery of 
Dogras and their conquest of Ladakh, but very few people know that 
during the invasion of Reasi and Kishtwar, a good number of soldiers 
were recruited from Dhyangarh, Ramban, Doda, Bonjuwah, Kishtwar © 
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and Padar areas and thus, Dogra Army of Gulab Singh was mainly 
comprised of Pahari soldiers- most of these men perished during the 
Tibet campaign.” 

“After the permanent incorporation of Bhadarwah principality into 
Gulab Singh's territory, it remained a personal Jagir of various Dogra 
princes, for many years to come, and did not enjoy the facilities of a 
domain. However, an atmosphere of peace returned to the locality. 
Consequently, Kashmiri Weavers who had come to the locality in Ran- 
jit Singh's time started their woollen industries once again for the trad} 
ers of Nurpur and Amritsar. Bhadarwah became a source of revenue for 
Dogra rulers and their local Jagirdars, who never cared for the welfare 
of local inhabitants, whose main occupation remained agriculture, an- 
imal rearing and later on forest labour. With the coming of Dogras, the 
earlier progress achieved by Bhadarwah in the fields of Arts, Culture, 
Sculpture, and Paintings right from Sangram Paul of Basohli to Charat 
Singh of Chamba’s time, also came to an end. We don't find any com- 
position or construction of the locality, after its occupation by Gulab 
Singh worth mentioning. It was only in Amar Singh's time that Bha- 
darwah got some attention and recognition, at the hands of the adminh 
istration.”"! 

According to some historians after the Treaty of Amritsar was rati- 
fied in 1846 AD, during the reign of Maharaja Gulab Singh, Bhadar- 
wah resembled a military cantonment which was administered by the 
military itself. However, government affairs were run by an administrae 
tive officer. The local rulers of Sambyal lineage were granted a lot of 
powers which they fully exploited to unleash their rampant oppression 
on the natives, sometimes even to the extent of snatching away their big 
chunks of land. According to the research of Kotwal Nek Chand, 
“Thakurs and Harijans were tortured and harassed like animals to cre- 
ate terror in the minds of native people so that they could not rise up 
to resist them in expanding their hold. They rose to some important 
Positions under Dogra rulers by managing to get the work of revenue 
collection on behalf of Maharaja of Jammu and became Zaildars of the 
Pargana. In revenue collection also, they maltreated the native people 
Sometimes even awarding them severe punishment, on account of petty 
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violations. One method of punishment and torture as told b 


y these el- 
ders was to order the person to stand in the sun during par 


ching heat 
and one flat stone was kept on his head, the others were asked to break 
nuts of Almonds and ‘Sarih’ (a sort of fruit) till his nose bled. This 


group of few families, by these ways and methods, maintained their 
supremacy ruling the natives, who were reduced to the Position of 
bonded slaves as forced jobs were being carried on by these people for 
free without giving them any recompense. They were rebuked and 
beaten frequently if they refused. This position continued till Maharaja 
Hari Singh took over the reins in his hands.”"! 

Although anybody could meet Maharaja Gulab Singh after chanting 
“Maharaja Ki Jai ho!” (Long Live the Maharaja!), and offering rupee 
one to submit his plea and get justice, but for many including the poor 
natives of the state especially those from far-off and remote places, it 
was an absolutely impossible task to meet the Maharaja. During the 
times of Maharaja Gulab Singh, Tupee one could get two Man pukbhta 
of Maize i.e. 80 kg and Rice Mota one Man pukhta and 22.5 Serie. 25 
Kg. Similarly, the pulses Maash and Moungi; and clarified butter (or 
Desi Ghee) were sold at 20 kg and 5 Kg per rupee respectively. As Ma- 
haraja Hari Singh could not personally attend to every place, the com- 
moners became easy targets of the oppression and 


tyranny of the gov- 
ernment officers, Zaildars and other landlords. 


Conversion of Forced Labour into Government Work 


Maharaja Gulab Singh, at last, realized that the practice of forced 
and bonded labour had become widespread in his state only because of 
his government officials who had terrorized the common masses and 
that his people were subjected to a lot of problems and hardships be- 
cause of it. Therefore, he appointed an officer for converting forced lau 
bour into Karisar (government workers) who was responsible for iden- 
tifying specific people in every village who would be employed in the 
government works and given a kharwar of rice from government 
godowns in return. However, the practice of forced labour existed in 
the remote villages till the end of Dogra rule. The famous Orientalist 
Sir Walter Lawrence has Praised Maharaja in the following words: 
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“Maharaja Gulab Singh was a man of great vigour, 
statesmanship. His first care was to safeguard his 
With this view, he turned this hilly area into a fort. He crushed oppoH 
site elements and crime and was universally both feared as well sa 
spected by his subjects. He was an able, just, and active ruler.” 

On account of the political and security reasons, Gulab Singh had 
sent a specific proposal to the British government prohibiting the entry 
of the visitors to the Kashmir valley through Bhadarwah and Banihal, 
and in response to which a letter was sent on 23 January 1853 AD by 
Lawrence declaring ban on them which continued till the death of Gu- 
lab Singh in 1857 AD. 

According to Frederickk drew, Gulab Singh had now risen to emi- 
nence and even the British Company had greatly recognized his capa- 
bilities, as well as importance, as his state had by then reached the bor- 
ders of Russia, Europe, and West Asia, where the British Company had 
their political interest in view. Accordingly, great reception was accord- 
ed to His Highness Maharaja Gulab Singh, Maharaja Ranbir Singh and 
Raja Moti Singh in 1854 AD, at Lahore by the British government. 


Death of Maharaja Gulab Singh and Coronation of 
Maharaja Ranbir Singh 

Maharaja Gulab Singh was now growing of age. This feeling made 
him assign his various responsibilities to Mian Ranbir Singh, with re- 
spect to different state matters and seeking his consultations in admin- 
istrative problems. Maharaja Gulab Singh nominated Ranbir Singh as 
his heir apparent and a formal splendid ceremony was also observed on 
20* February 1856 AD, in this respect. 

Maharaja Gulab Singh finally left for his eternal world on 30 of 
June, 1857 at the age of 65, at Rambagh Srinagar and thus, Maharaja 
Ranbir Singh ascended the throne. A patta was also granted conferring 
on him the title of a Maharaja, which also mentioned about his reli- 
gion and relations with East India Company or British Government 
and other subjects. After the death of Maharaja Gulab Singh, Bhadar- 
wah was bestowed as a Jagir to Maharaja Ranbir Singh. Prior to it, 
Maharaja Gulab Singh had already given the ruling rights of the Jam- 


foresight, and 
state and property. 
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mu and Kashmir State to Mian Ranbir Singh and had separated him- 


self from it. 


The Arrival of Raja Teg Singh of Kishtwar in the State of 
Bhadarwah 
Some people within the royal family of Raja Muhammad Teg Singh 
of Kishtwar (1784-1821 AD) kept conspiring against the Raja and his 
well-wisher Wazir Pandit Nand Ram, to overthrow him from power, 
Teg Singh was a minor then who lived under the regency of his aunt 
Anwar Deyi. With the help of some Jagirdars, they (the relatives) went 
to Kashmir and poisoned the ears of Subahdar Kashmir against the 
Raja and his Wazir. They also convinced him to attack Kishtwar in the 
backdrop of its volatile conditions. Therefore, after succeeding in get- 
ting a force under the command of his General Khuda Dost, they pro- 
ceeded towards Kishtwar. Two members of the Royal family, Anwar 
Singh, and Ratan Singh were the masterminds of this conspiracy. When 
this force reached Chatru (Kishtwar) from Kashmir, the political wind 
was already blowing against Nand Ram who out of nervousness decid- 
ed to flee away with the Raja. Nevertheless, he escaped to Bhadarwah 
along with some other relatives of the Teg Singh. And thus, during 
1775-1776 AD, Anwar Singh and Ratan Singh got to rule over the //- 
lagas of Doda and Kishtwar respectively, which however could not sus- 
tain for long. It was not much later, that with the help of Raja of Bha- 
darwah, Nand Ram along with Teg Singh invaded Doda and occupied 
it. Anwar Singh fled from Doda and reached out to his brother in 
Kishtwar. Sensing no trouble, Nand Ram and Teg Singh proceeded to 
Mohalla (Doda) from where they sent a call to both the brothers, ask- 
ing them to reach Mohalla and settle the demarcation of the areas amg 
icably so that the mutual rifts could be resolved. They were caught in 
the trap and reached Mohalla, where they were accorded a royal recep- 
tion but were later killed in the night by Rana Ratan Singh of Arnorah 
Gath (Doda) and Amirullah Beigh of Udhyanpur. And thus, Teg Singh 
succeeded in getting back his lost Kingdom. In the year 1796 AD, the 
regency under Anwar Deyi concluded and Muhammad Teg Singh for- 
mally ascended the throne of Bhadarwah. However, fate didn’t favour 


Section—2 [311] 


him much and some internal disturbances in the Kingdom surfaced in 
spite of the fact that his reign was exemplary in all respects. He ruled 
Kishtwar till 1814 AD with great dignity. 


The Arrival of Shah Shujah in Khaleni 


While Raja Muhammad Teg Singh was on his visit to Ilaga Siraj 
Doda, the fugitive Shah Shujah who had escaped the captivity of Ma- 
haraja Ranjit Singh had disguised and reached Ludhiana, followed by 
Jammu and finally Khaleni in the adjoining principality of Bhadarwah 
where he was now staying. When Raja Mohammad Teg Singh came to 
know about his presence in Khaleni, he immediately sent him an invi- 
tation to come to Kishtwar through some of his confidants. Although 
he had already decided to go to Bhadarwah, at Teg Singh's invitation 
Shah Shujah proceeded to Kishtwar, where he was offered a grand re- 
ception by Raja Teg Singh. Their temperament immediately bore a rep 
semblance to each other. Both of them were sagacious and shared a 
literary taste. Both had a deep love for poetry. The hospitality of Teg 
Singh alleviated all the anxiety and unrest of Shah Shujah. The Raja 
also arranged for the marriage of Shah Shujah with one of the local 
women “Shakri Ded” who was said to be very beautiful and a woman 
of literary taste. 

On the other hand, Maharaja Ranjit Singh was infuriated at the fact 
that Raja Teg Singh had not only given a royal refuge to Shah Shujah 
but was also offering undue hospitality to him. Here, Teg Singh got 
utterly disturbed on learning about this grievance of the Maharaja. 
During the same time, Maharaja Gulab Singh sent a fake letter and got 
Teg Singh to stand against Wazir Lakhpat Rai. Teg Singh conspired to 
get the Wazir killed as a result of which he got seriously injured by his 
two servants. Things began to get worse day by day. Shah Shujah want- 
ed to occupy his ancestral rule over Kashmir. In this connection, Raja 
Teg Singh, without caring for the fact that the Subahdar of Kashmir 
would be annoyed by his act, continued to help Shah Shujah. Mahara- 
ja Ranjit Singh commanded Raja Teg Singh to hand over Shah Shujah 

ack to him; however, Raja Teg Singh kept avoiding it on one pretext 
or the other, Shah Shujah attempted to invade the Kashmir valley; 
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however because of the bad weather, low spirits of his fo 
sidering the military might of his opponents, he was for 
back to Kishtwar, disappointed. From there, he fled away 
wah Warwan to Zanskar, thence to Suru and Kullu, 
Ludhiana. Under these circumstances, Raja Teg Sin 
surrender his power in view of the potential 
Kashmir and also out of the fear of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. After care. 
fully examining all these developments, Maharaja Gulab Singh ve 

shrewdly wrote him a letter suggesting him to leave behind his forces 


ced to Tetreat 


gh became teady to 


Tces and con- é 


through Marsal 
and finally back E : 


threat from Subahdar 


and come in person to Jammu so that he may be presented before Ma- 


haraja Ranjit Singh and thus be allowed to continue his rule. Upon his 
arrival at Lahore, he was denied the honour of entering the court fora 
very long time. Then, as soon as Maharaja started to get impressed by 
his intelligence, the younger brother of Gulab Singh conspired to poi- 
son him through one of his servants. According to Vigne, he died of 
poison mixed within his glass of Sharbat (Drink); however historical 
evidence reveals that Raja Teg Singh had himself slit his wrist to safei 
guard the Kishtwaris from bloodshed, having being caught and dis- 
tressed in a web of conspiracies all around. It was after these incidents 
i.e. post 1820 AD that Maharaja Gulab Singh conquered Kishtwar. 


The Arrival of Teg Muhammad Singh’s Dependents in the 
Village Tipri Jangalwar 


Raja Teg Singh had proceeded towards Doda through Seh Ghat to _ 
meet Maharaja Gulab Singh. It is possible that he might have been ac- 
companied by his family at the time, who after crossing Drabshala via 
Kalnaie rivulet, could have been sent to one rich Aqil Zargar of Tipri. — 


He had sensed the unpredictability of the times, beforehand. He could 
no longer trust anyone and was ready to surrender his power which he 
had proclaimed before Maharaja Gulab Singh himself. 
With some historical references, Ishrat Kashmiri has also ee 
about the dependents of Raja Teg Singh, in his book “ Zareekh-e-Kis K 
war’: “There were two queens and a concubine brought from rae : 
to the harem of Raja Teg Singh. It is not known whether the ‘ a 
queen was from some royal background or one of the subjects © 
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kingdom. She had given birth to Zorawar Singh who lived with Teg 
Singh in Lahore and converted to Christianity after the death of his 
father and later died issueless in Ludhiana. The other queen famously 
known as “Matawali” gave birth to a son Jai Mal. The third queen or 
concubine, who belonged to Marwah, gave birth to Dilawar Singh who 
in turn had two sons Sardar Singh and Beer Singh, whose descendants 
live in Talokpora Kangra. Besides these three sons, Teg Singh also had 
three daughters. Their Nikaahnamas (marriage deeds) are still preserved 
with one Qazi Yaqoob Shah, a resident of Kishtwar”2) 

He further writes that these daughters were married off in Kishtwar. 
They were Zaeb-ul-Nisah Bano, Snober Bano, and Kyano Bano in orN 
der of age. After the perishing of their father’s Kingdom, they also dis- 
appeared into anonymity. 

Qazi Najm-ul-Din, in his book “Tareekh-e-Kishtwar”, writes: “Raja 
Teg Singh died in Lahore in the year 1824 AD. After the death of the 
Raja, Maharaja Ranjit Singh sanctioned a pension to his dependents 
and sons Jameel Singh and Zorawar Singh, sent them to village Tipri of 
Jangalwar (present Tehsil Thathri), where they were also granted a Jagir. 
They were deliberately not kept in Kishtwar because of the political 
considerations. For some time, the family of Teg Singh stayed in village 
Tipri which is only at a distance of 17 miles from Kishtwar. Jai Mal 
Singh and Dilawar Singh were also given Jagirs in Tipri.”") 

According to Ishrat Kashmiri, two of his elder sons lived with Raja 
Teg Singh at Lahore while the third son was granted a Jagir at village 
Tipri in Inner Jangalwar (present Tehsil Thathri). Jangalwar in those 
days was a part of the state of Bhadarwah. 

In the light of these statements and facts, the tradition as stated by one 
Mr Muhammad Hussain Abad, a resident of Thathri (present Bhadara 
wah) seems to be completely true. He says that two of the queens of Raja 
Teg Singh had settled in village Tipri. This village was granted to them as 
a Jagir. No one had ever mentioned of these traditions. Abad Sahib after 
tedious researching about the matter discussed these events with the writ- 
er in great detail. These traditions have been revealed by Abdullah Joo 
Zargar, son of Ahsan Joo Zargar R/o Tipri Thathri to his grandson Mo- 
hammad Hussain Zargar (Abad), which are summarized as under: 
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“Raja Muhammad Teg Singh (Saifullah Khan) of Kis 
drawn his will that upon his death; both of his queens (the y 
the elder) should go to Dhahaerni hamlet of village Tipri, under th 

a : e 
supervision of the grandfather (whose name seems forgotten) of the 
elder queen, who belonged to a Purohit household; and live with one 
Aqil Joo Zargar of Dubrani. Probably, the Raja had drawn the will dur- 
ing his second reign seeing the unpredictability of the times. Dhaeranj 
hamlet is located at a height in the exact center of the village Tipri, 
Ghunti and Badanoun, from where all the surrounding villages are eas. 
ily seen. Aqil Joo Zargar provided refuge to both the queens along with 
the Purohit Jee. It is said that Raja had already got built a palatial house 
in the hamlet which had massive columns"! with engraved Pinjra Karj 
(latticework) work on them in both storeys besides two front-facing 
verandahs. Aqil Joo Zargar had been entrusted with guarding and look- 
ing after the house. In return to all these services, the Raja of Bhadar- 
wah (Daya Pal) had granted Aqil Joo Zargar and his family, land (fertile 
as well as dry) spanning across three villages as their Jagir. This house- 
hold lived in two villages i.e. Tipri and the already mentioned Dhaemi, 
now known as Dhaeranoun. This village was named after the queen as 
“Dub Rani” i.e. The Dub (Verandah) of Queen, which later got modi- 
fied into Dhaerani and finally Dhaeranoun. Before the arrival of the 
queens, the village might have had a different name, comprising of just 
a single house of Aqil Joo Zargar whose family is said to have a total of 
around 40 members. Both the queens lived in Dhaeranoun under the 
guardianship of Purohit Jee, who had embraced Islam along with the 

family of Teg Singh. 

After a long span of time, post-Raja Teg Singh’s death; with the conR 
sent of the elder queen and her grandfather, the younger queen's second 
marriage was solemnized with a handsome young man from the Zargat 
family of Tipri, who was one of the close relatives of Aqil Joo Zargat: 
She gave birth to a daughter who was later married in her youth, to 
someone from the Nehru family of Doda. She in turn also gave birth t 
a daughter who was married to one of the sons of a respectable Sahar- 
wardy family of Doda. Late Moulana Ataullah Saharwardy, the ae 
of the Mosque and Ex-Minister was born of the said lady. Because ° 


hewar had 
Ounger and 
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this relation, the marriage of the late sie fixed uo an eri 
Zargat family of Tipri, whose daughter had been married within the 
Nehru family. The pious lady is respectfully known as Mohtarma Bem 
um who is alive till date.” 

Abad Sahib has also discussed with the writer another local tradition 
which reflects over the piety and humanity possessed by the elder 
queen: “After the arrival of the queens of Teg Singh, an intense drought 
struck Jangalwar and its adjoining villages. The elder queen, who was 
very devout and deeply religious, was met by a lot of neighbouring 
people who began requesting her to say a prayer for the rain. The elder 
queen nevertheless did the same assuring them that everything would 
turn out fine and that she would right away go to the sanctuary of Saint 
Asrar and commune with God for the rain. She, as such, presented 
herself in the darbar of Shahaan-i-Kishtwar™ and begged Allah for the 
rain, which was immediately granted. It is said that the rainfall was so 
severe that the drought ended in the next year.” 

According to another tradition: “Soon after the return of the queen 
from Kishtwar, when seedlings were being sown in the fields of village 
Lopa (adjacent to Thathri Dhaerani), a spring spurted out from a dry 
Nallah which was sufficient for the irrigation of the nearby available 
land. This incident sparked a wave of happiness within the entire resi- 
dents of the place. People dug out a ‘Kouhal’ (channel) from the place 
to the wetlands of Lopa, through which people started irrigating their 
lands. However, when the paddy ripened, the spring dried up all of a 
sudden but spurted out again the next year in the same season. This 
coincidence no less than a miracle repeats exactly the same way every 
year until today. One wishes to go and have a sight of the spring in 
Person, at least once.” 

Abad Sahib has also mentioned many other traditions, which could 

Owever not be recorded here because of the paucity of the space. How- 
_ the fact cannot be challenged that the graves of the queens still 
rust in Tipri. A unique kind of shrub lines the graves on one side which 
found 4 peculiar variety of flowers in March-April. The shrub is not 

: anywhere else and, in the words of Abad Sahib: “neither do they 
Brow anywhere else.” He ends these traditions on a factual note, that 
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the family of Aqil Joo Zargar was undoubtedly given a Jagir, and 
also exempted from land revenue and forced labour. 


(1): 
(2): 


[3]: 
[4]: 


[5]: 
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1928 AD. 


07 


Bhadarwah As A Jagir Under The Dogra 
Rulers (1857-1947 AD) 


Bhadarwah as a Jagir (Estate) Under the Dogra Rulers 


A has been mentioned before that at the end of the Anglo-Sikh war 
in Punjab, etc. the Sikh power had greatly weakened; a situation 
which was utterly exploited by Maharaja Gulab Singh who annexed 
Bhadarwah to Jammu region in the year 1845 AD; and later according 
to the Treaty of Amritsar also, the area of Bhadarwah was officially giv- 
en to the Dogra Kingdom. This state remained under the direct control 
of the Rajas of Jammu from 1846 AD- 1901 AD while the land reve- 
nue from the place was also sent directly to the treasury. 

Maharaja Gulab Singh nominated Raja Ranbir Singh as his heir ap- 
parent on 20 February 1856 AD and also arranged a formal ceremony 
in this respect in which a patta (lease deed) was granted to Ranbir Singh 
conferring on him the title of a Maharaja, besides detailing about his 
religion, military matters and his future relations with the East India 
Company and other matters. During the reign of Maharaja Gulab Sin- 
gh, Bhadarwah was more or less an army cantonment whose adminis- 
tative affairs were run by a special administrative officer. However in 
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the year 1901 AD, during the last years of Ranbir Singh (1857-1895 
AD), the state of Bhadarwah was granted as a personal Jagir to Raja 
Amar Singh. During 1901-1930 AD, it remained as a personal Proper- 
ty of the Rajas. All the revenue from the state was taken as the Personal 
purse of the Rajas while the business in the state was kept running 
through Wazir Wazarat (ministry). “Thus for almost all practical pur- 
poses, Amar Singh was the ruler of Bhadarwah between 1886 to 191] 
AD” "! Maharaja Pratap Singh ruled the Jammu and Kashmir State 
from 1886-1925 AD. Then, Hari Singh was nominated as the Mahara- 
ja of the region and Bhadarwah was granted as a Jagir to him. Mahara- 
ja Hari Singh graced the throne from 1925 to 1948 AD. The Status of 


Bhadarwah as a Jagir ended in 1930 and consequently, 


it became a Te} 
hsil of Udhampur District. 


Bhadarwah as a Jagir (Estate) Under Maharaja Ranjit Singh 


According to Narsingh Das Nargis “Maharaja Gulab Singh bestowed 
upon his heir apparent, Ranbir Singh, the Raj Tilak of the state in 1956 
AD thereby adorning him on the throne of Maharaja (sovereign ruler) 
and after entrusting to him the reins of the domain, he retired and 


cluded himself.” Ranbir Singh was born in 1830 AD at Ramgarh 
Jammu. He married a number of tim 


AD, Ranbir Singh had to face a 
bigger dimensions. In the 
known as ‘The Great Mut 


see 
in 
es. On his coronation in 1856 
number of unexpected problems of 
‘war of independence’ of 1857 AD, also 
iny’, Maharaja Ranbir Singh was forced to 
side with the British because of political compulsions. He had assisted 
East India Company with moral and material help during the 1* Indi- 


an uprising for Independence. On the other hand, he was worried 


about North Western Frontier that was still not consolidated in his 
kingdom; 


and also about losing his kingdom because of various inter- 
nal conspiracies being hatched against him by the ruling family. How- 
ever, because of his patience, intelligence and wisdom; he succeeded in 
getting hold of the situations and thus had a good time of his rule from 
1860 AD onwards, 

As a personal Jagir to Maharaja Ranbir Singh, Bhadarwah being im- 
Portant than all the other Jagirs of the state enjoyed special supremacy 
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than others. According to State Archives, “Ranbir Singh appointed 
Lhab Joo, probably from Wazir Lakhpat’s family as Kardar of Bhadar- 
wah around 1859 AD.” According to the same sources, “The borders of 
Bhadarwah Jagir with Chamba were now stable. However, certain 
criminals associated with murder, arson, loot, and theft were using it 
for avoiding their arrest and punishment.” Later for the reciprocity for 
surrender or transfer of such criminals, some laws were framed by the 
state of Chamba and Jammu and Kashmir which successfully brought 
down the crime rate. 

According to the historians, during Ranbir Singh’s time, no other 
event is worth mentioning pertaining to Bhadarwah Jagir except the 
historical visit of Frederickk Drew, a great tourist, and geologist who 
travelled to Bhadarwah in 1875 AD. He has observed the conditions of 
the place during his visit and recorded them down in his book. Many 
references from it have also been taken and recorded here in this book 
wherever necessary, which have greatly helped in formulating some 
chapters regarding the History of Bhadarwah. 

In his travelogue, he writes about Bhadarwah in the following words: 

“The town of Bhadarwah is a busy one, and for such a hilly country, 
a comparatively large place, inhabited by 3000 persons in about 600 
to 700 houses, built entirely of Deodar wood. Because of its resem- 
bling typical characteristics with Kashmir valley, it has gained the 
name of ‘Chhota Kashmir’ and also because of the presence of the 
Kashmiri Shawl makers getting orders from Nurpur and Amritsar like 
business hubs. An elevation of 5400’ gives the place an agreeable tem- 
perature that makes it favourite with many Gurkhas from Bakloh 
(British India-Dalhousie) bringing their wives and families, who spend 
their leave at Bhadarwah, where they get the advantage of fine air and 
cheap living. 

‘There is a wide Mandi in the Bhadarwah. A long straight lane leads 
towards the fort and contains a big temple and two mosques. Along the 
houses and their adjoining lands, many fruit bearing trees have been 
sown. More than half the inhabitants of Bhadarwah itself are Kash- 
miris, who have outnumbered the original Hindu inhabitants. They 
have been employed everywhere. Many of them are shopkeepers. I 
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could not find out, at what time so many Kashmiris settled here, but 
from the absence of any distinct tradition on the subject we may con- 
clude that it was at least three or four generations ago.” 

(Source: “The Territories of Jammu and Kashmir” 1875 Ap y 


According to the “Tareekh-e-Kishtwar” written by Shivji Dhar, it is 
indicated that Bhadarwah held the status of a District in 1881 AD 
when the above-mentioned historian was appointed as Wazir Wazarat 
of Kishtwar and Bhadarwah districts. During the times of Maharaja 
Ranbir Singh, the officials would directly collect the revenue from the 
landlords. According to a record in the Jammu Archives: “Around 1872 
AD, some cases of extortions made by the local sepoys during the col- 
lection of arrears from the landlords were reported.” 

It has been written about Maharaja Ranbir Singh that he was a 
model Hindu prince. He was kind and tolerant of Muslims. A lot of 
dispensaries and schools were established during his rule. He was a 
great admirer of literature too and interested in the well-being of his 
subjects, irrespective of faith or creed. Though he strongly adhered to 
his religion, yet he treated other religions with equal respect. Two 
degree colleges were opened in Jammu and Srinagar during his rule. 
A lot of temples were also erected in Jammu while Muslims were si- 
multaneously permitted to get the mosques built. Art and Painting 
flourished while Dogri language got also encouraged for the first 
time. Poets and writers were also patronized and honoured. Because 
of his complete support to the British government during the Indian 
uprising for independence, the British while accepting his services 
graciously reciprocated his favours. Then, thousands of people perv 
ished in a great famine (1877-1879 AD) that occurred in the Kash- 
mir valley during the reign of Ranbir Singh. A lot of people in the 
times migrated to outside parts of the Kashmir valley including the 
hilly areas of the present Doda region and settled there. Sunni-Shia 
clashes also surfaced during his time, however, the Maharaja tried to 
resolve the problems of the people to the best of his ability. Arrange 
ments were made to procure grain from outside to face the famine, 
and a majority of the people who were affected by the clashes was 
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recompensed monetarily. During this time, rumours about the fama 
ine-stricken people being sacked and drowned in Dal Lake were also 
fanned, which were probably baseless. 

Maharaja Ranbir Singh entrusted the civil and military affairs of the 
state to Pratap Singh in November 1886 AD, desiring however that 
Pratap Singh should take his advice in every matter before arriving at 
any decision. 

In the words of Narsingh Das Nargis, “Maharaja Ranbir Singh was 
a great intellectual, a perfect administrator, finest statesman and a fear- 
less ruler who shared no parallel during his times and greatly succeeded 
in his administrative grip as well as military conquests. He also hired 
highly competent and scholarly people from outside to be employed in 
his kingdom against substantial monthly salaries. Different depart- 
ments in the state including the Department of Revenue, Civil and 
Judicial courts and Accounts and Settlement of arrears branches were 
established. He also founded formal courts and formulated civil and 
criminal laws.” He further writes, “He also founded the Department of 
Police and various dispensaries besides constructing various roads and 
inns. He also founded the Department of Postal and Telegram services 
(post offices), besides introducing telegrams in Urdu and Persian alpha- 
bets rather than English.” 

During the setting up of 19 judicial courts in his time, a judicial 
court was also set up in the Wazarat [Jit.: Ministry] of Bhadarwah. To 
improve the internal situations of the state and fixing of land revenue, 
a Department of Land Settlement was established which undertook the 
Surveying of the land in the state for the first time. The script of Dogri 
was simplified as per Devanagari style and was promoted in place of 
Persian, which was the official language of the state. It was further made 
mandatory to know Dogri for getting employment in the government. 

The government employees who didn’t know Dogri”, in the words of 
Narsingh Das Nargis, “faced a deduction of Duh Yaqi or 10 % of their 
salaries.” The fact that it was during the rule of Maharaja Ranbir Singh 
bas Urdu got hugely promoted as the state language can also be not 
enied, Maharaja Ranbir Singh also granted the Jagirs of Illaqa Ramna- 
gar and Illaga Basohli to his younger sons Raja Ram Singh and Raja 
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Amar Singh, respectively. Raja Amar Singh was later granted the 


Illaga 
of Bhadarwah as a Jagir instead of Basohli. 


Remission of Taxes 


‘The practice of Division of harvests “was in force since the era of 
Chak Sultans (1850 AD), which also continued in the reign of Mughal 
King Akbar. According to it, half the portion of grains was given to the 
administration as revenue while the remaining part was taken by farm- 
ers. After it, an additional tax had been imposed on the farmers during 
the Afghan rule known as “Jarki” according to which, out of every two 
kharwars of produce, one kharwar and five Traks was taken as a share of 
the government while only 11 Traks were given to the farmer. This 
Practice continued in the Sikh regime also. However, in 1855 AD Ma- 
haraja Ranbir Singh exempted the people from paying this tax.” 

(Source: “Zareekh-e-Dogra Desh”; Narsingh Das Nargis. P: 671] 


In addition to it, other taxes imposed on the people during the 
Mughal or Sikh regime were also remitted so as to promote the business 
in the region, Similarly, the tax imposed on the matrimonial rites of 
Kashmiri Muslims “Zar-i-Nikah” was also abolished, which had been 
in effect since around 700 years. 

To promote sericulture in Jammu, arrangements were made to train 
the Zamindars for rearing silkworms from Kashmir and mastering the 
skills of silk weaving. Mulberry stems were imported from China and 
sown in Kashmir. Again, to promote the sector in Jammu as well, vari- 
ous skilled men were brought from Kashmir to Jammu. People were 
trained to cultivate opium in various Illaqas of Jammu region like Bhae 
darwah, Doda, and Kishtwar. Grapevines were again imported from 
France and planted in various areas of the Kashmir valley while also 
arranging for brewing the alcohol in bulk. Grape-wine made in Kash- 
mir was highly loved in the Calcutta exhibition. During the construc- 
tion of the Jammu-Srinagar road, the part between Batote to Ramban 
was entrusted to the Tehsildar of Bhadarwah Lodan Mill. All the recti- 
fications undertaken during the regime of Maharaja Ranbir Singh laid 
a direct impact on the Jagir of Bhadarwah where some schools and 
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Departments were also established. Some endeavours in the field of 
education were also witnessed for the first time. However, because of 
the oppression at the hands of big Jagirdars, money-lenders, govern- 
ment officials and usurers, the poor and destitute particularly cultiva- 
tors did not enjoy much of this relief. After giving half of the food 
grains to the government and Jagirdars, around 1/4 of the remaining 
portion was snatched away by the government officials as duty while 
the remaining 3/4* of the portion was usually spent on clearing the 
debt of the money-lenders. According to traditions, these conditions 
prevailed for a pretty long time. 

In the words of Narsingh Das Nargis, “The tax was decreased in 
1860 AD and the government's share was reduced to one half of the 
total produce. Until 1873 AD, taxes were collected by appointing 
brothel-keepers as contractors. In 1880 AD, taxes were imposed on the 
average produce of the past consecutive three years. Maharaja personal- 
ly desired that this tax should be collected in cash.” 

(Source: “Tareek-e- Dogra Desh” Narsingh Das Nargis] 


Maharaja Ranbir Singh successfully ruled for around 28 years, be- 
fore dying of diabetes on 12° September 1885 AD; and thus finally left 
for Hereafter in his capital Jammu. His rule continued from 1856 AD 
to 1885 AD. After the deceased Maharaja, it was his first son Pratap 
Singh who ascended the throne of Jammu and Kashmir State. 


Bhadarwah as a Jagir Under Maharaja Pratap Singh 


After the death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, “On 25% September 1885, 
Mian Pratap Singh was installed as the Maharaja of Jammu and Kash- 
mir, after the approval of Queen Victoria. The Raj Tilak ceremony was 
held on 9 May 1886 AD.” 

[Source: Himalayan Principalities; Dr. Pritam Krishan Koul, p: 226] 


The same day i.e. on 9° May 1886 AD, Dewan Govind Sahai was 
dismissed from the post of the Prime Minister of the state and the Ma- 
haraja was simultaneously advised to utilize the assistance of Oliver St. 
John, special agent of Government of India in Kashmir, for good gov- 
ernance in his Kingdom. 
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Not much after the coronation of Pratap Singh, the British Go 
expressed their discontent over his ruling which resulted in the atts 
drawal of his powers in 1889 AD. Maharaja Ranbir Singh had doub : 
ed well in advance that the British might try to end the independe i 
status of the state after his death and succeed in consolidating rs 
influence in the area. He would also be disturbed by the dissension, 
within his successors, which as his weakness, could become a threat to 
the Kingdom at any time. All these worst fears of the Maharaja turned 
true. The British Government first replaced the Agent by their Resi. 
dent, which was in violation of the Treaty of Amritsar. And then, after 
a couple of years Maharaja Pratap Singh was accused to be a failure in 
governing his state properly and “callously wasting away the royal ex- 
chequer, is a prodigal; and that he has also been conspiring with the 
External Powers against the British Rule”. On account of these unrea- 
sonable accusations, he was thus deposed of his powers. His brother 
Raja Amar Singh was also secretly instigated to become a part of these 
conspiracies who had presumed that he would be accepted as a Maha- 
raja by the British, once his brother is divested of his powers of the 
Kingdom. However, quite contrarily, “the British established a Coun- 
cil for disciplining the affairs of the Kingdom in which the Resident 
was granted a lot of powers.” 

[Source: “Tareekh-e-Doda Desh”; Narsingh Das Nargis; Page 700] 


There was a strong protest within and outside the state against these 
unjust steps undertaken by the British while Pratap Singh also tried to 
prove his innocence and loyalty to the British, by all means. Conse- 
quently, Maharaja was appointed as the President of the Council where- 
as Amar Singh was taken to be the Vice-President. Raja Ram Singh and 
some other people were included as the members of the Council. How- 
ever, after putting in a lot of efforts, the Council was broken and the 
powers of the Maharaja were restored to him whereas Raja Amar Singh 
was appointed as the Chief Minister of the state. During the reign © 
Maharaja Pratap Singh; among other developments, Urdu was accept" 
ed as the judicial language and a journal ‘Ranbir’ was also started in 
Jammu. 
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Bhadarwah as a Jagir Under Raja Amar Sin gh 


Bhadarwah remained as an estate under Raja Amar Si 
1876-1881 AD. “As per the report of Tehsildar Buenas * ing 
ber 1886 AD, the Jagir of Bhadarwah was handed over to the represent- 
ative of Raja Amar Singh by Tehsildar Bhadarwah along with all Dhaars 
(Grazing Grounds or meadows) and it remained his personal domain 


with all powers for its administration progress and revenue collecti 
till his death in 1912 AD.” enue collection 


[State Archives Record] 


Bhadarwah during the period virtually looked like a principality as 
Amar Singh considered it a Jagir of paramount status. After it became 
his personal domain, Raja Amar Singh and later Raja Hari Singh en- 
joyed full rights to use its revenue as their private purse. For running 
the administration of the Jagir, Kardar (Tehsildar) was appointed for 


the task at the beginning, which was later undertaken by Wazir Wab 
zarat. 


Boundary Settlement and Tension Over the Forest Income 
between Maharaja Pratap Singh and Raja Amar Singh 


A timber depot was set up near the Jammu Railway Station for sell- 
ing off the timber brought from Bhadarwah, a personal domain of Raja 
Amar Singh. The huge revenue being derived from the Jagirs became a 
reason for the strained relations within the royal family and very soon, 
dissensions arose between Maharaja Pratap Singh and Raja Amar Sin- 
gh, over the matter. The ever-increasing income from Bhadarwah bev 
came a cause of great worry to Maharaja Pratap Singh. The matter end- 
ed up sparking quarrels between the two every yeat. Finally, in 1911 

, an announcement regarding clear border demarcations of Bhadar- 
wah Jagir and the state of Jammu and Kashmir was made. However, the 
dispute still lingered between the state and Raja Amar Singh. Accord- 
ing to the announcement made, the forests of Bhadarwah Jagir were 


divided into eight blocks, as under: 
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Neeru 
Kelar 
Chirala 
Jai 

Jitota 
Jangalwar 
Bonjwah 
Bhalesa 


Drafting of the Working Plan of the Forests 


It was in this time that the working plan of Bhadarwah was made for 
the first time, which remained in force from 1902-1932 AD. Conse- 
quently, there was a further increase in the income of Raja Amar Singh, 
generated from the sale of the forest timber. Seeing such an escalation 
in the revenue, Maharaja Pratap Singh was regretting his folly of be- 
stowing Bhadarwah as a personal Jagir to Mian Amar Singh. But now 
there was nothing much he could do about it. Maharaja Pratap Singh 
now wanted to detach the forests of Bhalesa and the valley of Marmat 
Galiyan, from the Bhadarwah Jagir, and somehow get them under his 
control. This is why he approached Mr Red Cliff, who through Consere 
vator of Forests, during the hearing of a lawsuit registered with Resii 
dent Kashmir, presented such a plan that could grant the rights over 
these forests to Maharaja Pratap Singh; but Raja Amar Singh on the 
other hand, who was intelligent, patient and very capable, collected all 
the available record and evidence in strong support of his claim and 
sent them as a report to Resident along with supporting papers, during 
further hearings. The case went on and “this arbitration proposal was 
accepted by Raja Amar Singh. But Rai Bahadur Lala Bhiwani Dass, 
Revenue Minister Kashmir State, probably in order to delay the settle- 
ment of the issue wrote to the Maharaja and suggested for the collect 
tion of papers for taking necessary steps for final demarcation of the 
boundary between the Jagir and the State. In 1908 AD, relevant papers 
and reports were collected. Prior to this, His Highness Maharaja t00 
had agreed to the suggestion of Arbitration submitted by the Assistant 
Resident in Dec. 1907 AD. 
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The case was thoroughly looked into and discussed at various levels 
of State councils and ministries and finally summed up on 8" June 
1909, when the Settlement Commissioner submitted his final report 
and final orders were passed by His Highness, on eleventh of Oct. 1911 
AD. Under this order, the boundary between the Jagir of Bhadarwah 
and the state of Jammu and Kashmir was declared as under: 


1, (On the North) Left Bank of Rivulet Kalnai and its southern 
limits up to the river bed at its highest flood level. 


2. For this purpose, Kalnai is the rivulet that originates in the Kar 
linag and joins near Thathri. 


3. Tipri and other Plots on the left bank of Kalnai should remain 
as such and enjoy the usual concessions. 


The actual Rivulet Kalnai as defined above being outside Jagir 
has no right to drift timber therein. As regards, Trown and Pan- 
jgrain, the boundary leaving the Chenab near the Dharamsal of 
Netar Kotwal (of Bhadarwah) follows the Alaun Chil ravine, 
thereafter follows the Malangathi ridge, then descends to Baccha 
Nalla up to water mill and follows Baccha Rivulet up to Khol.””! 


Although this dispute was settled to some extent because of this de- 
marcation, the overall income of Bhadarwah later kept being a cause 
for the tense relations between the State and the Raja Amar Singh. 
During the rule of Maharaja Pratap Singh and Raja Amar Singh, Shab 
Siran, the grandson of Shaktu Kotwal was appointed as the Kardar of 
Bhadarwah and Bhalesa. 


The Revenue Settlement of Bhadarwah Town 


The Settlement Report on the Bhadarwah town was made in 1893 
AD. The measurements were taken by Gansham Dass and Monti Lal 
Patwari under the guidance of Tehsildar Vasudev Kanth. According to 
the report, a total number of 453 Sagzar (Kitchen Gardens) existed in 
the town while 175 Khewats were registered in the name of Raja Amar 
Singh. The report comprised of 42 pages. At the time, i.e. 1881 AD, 
Lodan Mal was the Dewan of Bhadarwah. During the boundary dis- 
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pute, Raja Amar Singh went on a detailed visit to Bhadarwah and 
Bhalesa and had undertaken a lot of steps for the welfare of the subjects 
of his Jagir. He established Sri Amar Singh School in Bhadarwah an 
cause of which Bhadarwah got a boost in the field of education, A 
postal office was also established at Bhadarwah. Raja Amar Singh teak 


a personal interest in promoting sericulture in the Jagir.”0) 


Raja Amar Singh’s Visit to Bhadarwah 


Raja Amar Singh came to Bhadarwah on his visit during 1893-1894 
AD. It is said that he came along the ridge (Kanda) from Pul Doda and 
after crossing the villages of Shiva, Barasu and Khandashira, finally 
reached Subhar Dhaar. During his visit to Bhalesa, Raja Amar Singh 
leased out a Dhaar known as “Geelani Dhaar” located in Illaga Chilli 
to one Jamal Gojar, a native of the place for grazing purposes. People 
joined the celebration at Chinta to welcome him with music and dance, 
Thence, he set out for Bhalesa via Jai. For the supervision of the overall 
settlement of the Jagir, Raja Amar Singh acquired the services of Mr 
Talbolt, Settlement Commissioner Kashmir, against a monthly allow- 
ance of Rs.300/- During the same time, there was yet another problem. 
Lodan Mal had registered the land of Bhadarwah town in the name of 
Amar Singh in 1894 AD, which had caused apprehensions and doubts 
into the minds of the landholders. The Brahmins and Thakur land- 
holders of the Jagir had been granted Sanads (deeds) and copper plates, 
bestowed upon them by various Chamba and Billawar rulers at differ- 
ent times. It was obvious that during the assessment of the land, Za- 
mindars were demanding to be granted their ownership rights. The 
dispute continued until the overall settlement of the place in 1912 AD. 
It was from Labh Joo’s time that these owners were considered as culti- 
vators, and were later invested with the status of Malguzars, thereby 
dissolving their ownership rights. During the settlement done from 
1914-1916 AD, the rights of some of the Zamindars were restored as 
per the orders of the royal court. 

It was in 1890 AD when a population census was done in Bhadar- 

wah for the first time. During his visit to Bhadarwah, the mentioned 
Raja, in the words of Nek Chand Kotwal, “decided to go on a pilgrim- 


le A ia eet 
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age of Shesh Nag Temple at Subhar Dhaar 
apart of his Jagir.” Actually “the Raja was iss 
ason and successor.” It is said that his pilprim et 

in this quest. Raja out of devotion for the detey ae ikchaees was 
naments, a golden “Charrar” [lit,: Umbrella) and also nee 200 
Kanals of land in the name of the temple. These ornaments are dis- 
played every year during the Baisakhi fair. After getting upset with the 
Chella (lit.: Disciple] of the temple, the Raja is said to have returned 
back to Bhadarwah. He had already heard about the miracles of one 
Fageer mystic living there. Upon his return, he presented himself at the 
hermitage of the Fageer. After seeing the Fageer routinely for many 
days, one day the Fageer observed and asked the Raja that what made 
him visit the place every day? Raja replied that he only desired blessings 
of the Fageer and nothing more. The Fageer said, “Listen, Raja, you 
need an issue, you wish you had a son, but such is not your fate, as it 
appears to me. There is only way though, that I leave my mortal body 
while praying aloud for your son.” The next day Raja was perplexed to 
note that Fageer had disappeared from the place. He wrung his hands 
with regret. It is said that he didn’t have any offspring from any of his 
five wives. When Raja reached Jammu after his pilgrimage to the Jagir, 
one of his wives got pregnant after a few months; and thus Mian Hari 
Singh was born from her womb in 1895 AD. The incident has been 
mentioned by Narsingh Das Nargis in “Tareekh-e-Dogra Desh”, in a 
detailed and interesting way. 

On the other hand, Mr Nek Chand Kotwal writes that during his 
visit to Bhadarwah, the Raja pleased by the services rendered by one 
Amir Chand Tehsildar, a resident of the present Jagota Tehsil Bhadar- 
wah; gave him the contract of extraction of timber from Killar and 
Charahala forests and for transporting the timber through descending 
rivers. Envied at such generosity of the Raja, the local Zamindars and 
Jagirdars started to poison the ears of Maharaja Pratap Singh against 
Amir Chand; and to safeguard their vested interests, they managed to 
turn both the rulers (Maharaja Pratap Singh and Raja Amar Singh) 
against him (Amir Chand). They were so successful in their schemes 
that Maharaja granted the most fertile land in Bhadarwah Jagir to their 


Bhadarwah, which formed 
ueless and thus deprived of 


|332| The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


name and also entrusted them with huge chunks of land. Amir Chand 
is said to have died while retreating from some pilgrimage and thus 
couldn't prove his innocence in the court of the Maharaja. There are 
still a lot of highly educated and working professional people among 
his descendants. They always enjoyed easy access to the Royal court, 
and in the words of Nek Chand Kotwal, “who were not only holding 
good positions in Darbar and high offices in administration but have 
accumulated huge wealth and properties, without caring for the better- 
ment of their brethren in the villages around them who were living a 
wretched life.”!4 

Throughout the period of Jagirdari system, Sambyal and Jamwal 
Wazirs (Ministers) while beguiling the Raja, also got the best stretch- 
es of land registered in their name throughout the area of Bhadarwah, 
as a result of which the cultivators despite working so hard were still 
victimized from hunger and oppression until the dawn of the Nation- 
al government. From the clan of the same Amir Chand Kotwal, one 
Madhoo Lal Kotwal and his successors are till date residing in the 
Jagota village while a branch of the family still lives in their ancestral 
place at Bhalra who have now reached the pinnacle of success and 
earned laurels for Bhadarwah. They famously include Lakshmi Chand 
Kotwal, Shiv Lal Kotwal Advocate, Late Dr. Prem Nath, Jagat Ram 
Kotwal and L.C. Kotwal. The sons of Late Kotwal Shiv Lal have re- 
tired in the present times after holding many high positions during 
their service. 

During the rule of Raja Amar Singh, the conditions of Bhadarwah 
were by and large peaceful but for the struggle witnessed for the own- 
ership rights of Zamindars. The era saw a lift in the education sector 
The population census was done and through the land settlement, the 
boundaries and measurements of the Jagir were also recorded. The 
complaints of the people were allayed to a large extent. The biggest 
boon attributed to the times is the establishment of a High School uy 
Bhadarwah which was named after the name of the Raja himself, as Sri 
Amar Singh School. By virtue of this school, Bhadarwah produced 
many quality advocates, educationists, politicians, social workers, nr 
gineers, doctors, and popular officers, who since the very beginning, 
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always stood for the development and Progress of the entire State b 
assuming many high positions both on the political and stictivena! 
tive horizons of the state. Being the first big educational institute of 
the district, it produced many local as well as outside students (from 
other Tehsils), who after benefitting from the various professional and 
other degree colleges of the state and outside, served at various govern- 
ment and non-government positions and thus contributed their part 
in the overall development of the state. The natives of the place strived 
for a few years demanding at least one college from the government 
which they succeeded in getting after a few years of struggle as an In- 
termediate College for Bhadarwah during the year 1955 AD. Bhadar- 
wah later earned the name of “Kerala of the State” in the field of edu- 
cation primarily because of this college. Raja Amar Singh showed great 
interest in the overall development of Bhadarwah. Besides being the 
owner of the Jagir, he did his utmost to solve the problems of the area 
in the capacity of a Prime Minister also. It is said that the current Dak 
Bungalow had also been constructed during his rule. Orders for the 
opening of a hospital and establishment of a Judiciary Court were also 
passed. He is said to have personally attended to the complaints of the 
people during his visit to Bhadarwah and Bhalesa before redressing 
them, while also inspecting simultaneously the forest and other gov- 
ernment lands. In 1903 AD, the first post office was established in 
Bhadarwah (proper) and sericulture sector was promoted in the vicin- 
ity of the Jagir. 


Death of Raja Amar Singh 


While Maharaja Pratap Singh was still alive, Raja Amar Singh passed 
away in the year 1912 AD which surged a tide of grief among the Bha- 
darwahi natives as well. After his death, Bhadarwah came as a Jagir 
under the custody of Raj Kumar (Prince) Hari Singh. When Maharaja 
Pratap Singh also passed away in September 1925 AD, Raj Kumar Hari 
Singh ascended the throne of the state as a Maharaja. And thus, the 
state of Jammu of Kashmir was deprived of its two best rulers, one after 
the other, 
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Overall Reforms During the Reign of Maharaja 
Pratap Singh 


It would be very unjust not to make a mention of the overall reforms 
brought about in the reign of Maharaja Pratap Singh as these reforms _ 
kept laying a direct or an indirect effect on Bhadarwah as well, even 
though this Jagir remained as a personal domain of Raja Amar Singh 
and Raja Hari Singh. The reign of Maharaja Pratap Singh is recalled as 
an era of development in the history of the Jammu and Kashmir state, 
even though he was usually surrounded by Purohits and Pandits, In 
fact, their presence also laid an impact on the functions of the govern- 
ment. 

‘The biggest reform of the times was the initiation of the land settlee 
ment of the entire state. Narsingh Das Nargis in his book “Tareekh-e- 
Dogra Desh” (p.705), writes in this respect: “Maharaja appointed Mr 
Ranget as the settlement officer in 1887 AD and later appointed Wal- 
ter Lawrence at the same place in 1889 AD. At the time of the old 
Hindu rulers, the Kingdom would take 1/16 of the total agricultural 
produce as the tax, but later during the rule of Muslim Sultans, '4 of 
the agricultural produce began to be taken as land revenue. The per 
centage of the tax was increased during the Mughal rule and an order 
was passed that the Zamindars could retain only the amount of food — 
grains required for their personal use for 9 months while being asked 
to survive on fruits, etc. for the remaining 3 months of the year. Under — 
these circumstances, Zamindars started feeling their lands as a burden — 
on themselves. In addition to these taxes, the practice of forced labour 

was in force in Kashmir which further overburdened these Zamindars. 
Consequently, Zamindars lost interest in their own work. Later, there 
came also a time when a force, known as “Paltan-i-nizamat’ [lit.: Pla- 
toon for Administration] had to be raised for compelling these Zamin- 
dars to sow the seeds.” 
“During the reign of Maharaja Pratap Singh, the tax was reduced in 
1860 AD and the share of the Kingdom was fixed as one half of the 
total produce. Till 1873 AD, taxes were recovered (yearly) by appoint- 
ing brothel-keepers as the contractors, but prior to 1880 AD, it was 
fixed according to the average production for three consecutive years. 
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The result of the new assessment was that th 
dars were safeguarded, The rights of the Asami 
over the adjoining barren lands were also consid 
was the right to procure the forest wood secure 
crease the overall agricultural productivity. The restoration of the rights 
of Zamindars in the Bhadarwah Jagir was probably a result of these 
reforms, even though the overall condition of the increasing number of 
cultivators was very miserable. They included the mi 
of Muslim and native Harijans. 


e rights of the Zamin- 
(tenants) of the village 
ered as superior and so 
d. All this started to in- 


grant population 


The Education Policy of Maharaja Pratap Singh 


When Maharaja Pratap Singh assumed the throne, the overall liter- 
acy rate of the state was very discouraging. This is why education be- 
came a reason of great worry to the Raja. He wanted to frame a Com- 
prehensive Education Policy for the state to uplift the education in it. 
Therefore, he set up an authoritative council under whose suggestions; 
a number of important decisions were made public. An order was 
passed for the establishment of 83 new Primary schools in the state. 
Established in the year 1911 AD, these schools also included some ap- 
proved for Bhadarwah, among which Primary School Chathrah, Pri- 
mary School Bhalra, and Primary School Guraka, are worth mention- 
ing. Financial aid was also approved for the construction of these 
schools which were earlier run under the trees, like “Gurukuls”. To en- 
courage women education, the strength of girls’ schools was raised to 
16. Two new schools for Muslim girls were opened in the state while 
the education at the Primary level was provided free of cost. As per the 
recommendations of the State Council, special scholarships were con- 
stituted for Muslim students. Even the Professors of Arabic were also 
appointed in some selected schools to teach Arabic. In 1915 AD, some 
posts for the Muslim Assistant Inspectors were also approved. Then in 
1921 AD, many Primary Schools were upgraded to Middle Schools. 
They include the primary schools of Kilhotran, Bhadarwah, Bhela, and 
Bhala, of the Bhadarwah Jagir. In 1901 AD the total strength of the 
schools was 87, but it rose to 379 in 1911 AD and 675 in the year 1921 
AD. They had a total number of 32971 students. 
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Migration of Kashmiris to Different Places and Areas of 
Present Doda 


Besides the disturbing internal and external pressures, Maharaja 
Pratap Singh had to face many difficult problems in the Kashmir valley. 
He had to tackle natural calamities like famines, epidemics, and floods. 
As a result of these conditions, a lot of people migrated from Kashmir 
and settled in the areas of Doda, Kishtwar, and Bhadarwah. Cholera 
spread in the years 1888 AD, 1890 AD, and 1910 AD which claimed 
innumerable human lives. In the same times i.e. in 1902 AD and 1903 
AD, devastating floods engulfed the valley while the people suffered 
immense losses of both men and material. During 1892 AD and 1889 
AD, many houses and shops, etc. were again lost to a devastating con- 
flagration that caught the valley. In the prevailing situations, some local 
extortionists including big traders hoarded the stock of food grains and 
preyed on the common people who were forced to starve of hunger. 
‘The economic slump during the First World War (1914-1918 AD) also 
laid some bad repercussions on the Kashmir Valley. The insufficiency of 
the food grains was tried to be met through Majwaza (purchase of 
grains) instead of revenue sources. Grains were imported from Punjab. 
‘Then, the strike of the Sericulture workers and other craftsmen created 
trouble. Their leaders were consequently arrested to control the move- 
ment while some were punished. Maharaja Pratap Singh was against 
the freedom of the Press and other political organizations, however, the 
first newspaper of the state ‘Ranbir’ started in 1924 AD. The complete 
detail about the arrival of Kashmiris in District Doda has been includ- 
ed as a separate chapter of this book. On the whole, the reformative era 
of Maharaja Pratap Singh is said to be very eminent in terms of admin- 
istrative developments and expansion of the Kingdom. No other state 
of India could be considered as its parallel during those times. 


Bhadarwah as a Jagir Under Raja Hari Singh 


It has already been mentioned that at the death of Raja Amar Singh 
in 1911 AD, Bhadarwah Jagir was granted to Raja Hari Singh. As Ma- 
haraja Pratap Singh was still alive at the time, he constituted a Manage- 


Section—2 |337| 


ment Committee comprising of Dewan Shiv Saran, Dewan Anant 
Ram, and Wazir Shoba Ram as members, for the disposal of civil and 
criminal matters of Bhadarwah. In 1915 AD, Raj Kumar Hari Singh 
ae granted the complete power of the Jagir while the number of offia 
cals in the Jagir was reduced. Hari Singh was conferred upon the title 
ofa Raja in 1916 AD. Chief Minister and the members of the Manage- 
ment Committee were also granted rewards and Khilat on assuming 
the charge of the Jagir. 

In acknowledgment of their loyalty to the British and for keeping 
their North Western Frontier safer, the British began to honour and 
appreciate the Dogra rulers. Besides the encouragement, they were also 
suitably rewarded from time to time. Almost all Dogra rulers helped 
the British in their military campaigns inside and outside India, to gain 
every possible appreciation and support of their masters, for their own 
Kingship in turn. 

Raja Amar Singh took great interest in the education and develop- 
ment of Raj Kumar Hari Singh. “Miss Margret Car was appointed as 
Governess for Mian Hari Singh and the appointment was approved by 
Govt. of India. According to the available record, in 1905 AD Major 
Landor was appointed his tutor. Again in 1907 AD, Capt. Sweet was 
appointed his tutor (English). Later on, in 1914 AD, Lala Harbans Lal 
was appointed his Indian tutor. A. M. Stow was his tutor and guardian 
appointed in 1915 AD. After completing his Education, he was award- 
ed by the British government and was appointed as Command- 
er-in-Chief of state forces. In 1908 AD, Raja was admitted in the Meow 
College of Ajmer, where he finished his course successfully.”! At the 
age of 20 years ie. 1922 AD, he was made the senior member of the 
State Council. 

The first marriage of Raja Hari Singh took place in 1911 AD with a 
Raj Kumari (Princess) of Bharatpur. He was later married twice but 
both of them died childless. After becoming the Maharaja, he again 
married for the fourth time with Tara Devi, the daughter of Beli Chand 
Katoch, landlord of Bijapur in Kangra. Yuvraj Karan Singh was born of 


her in the year 1895 AD. People celebrated his birth in great jubilation 
across the state. 
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Raja Hari Singh’s Tour to Bhadarwah 


While maintaining his royal disposition, Raja Hari Singh toured his 
Bhadarwah Jagir in the month of July 1921-1922 AD. He “was accom- 
panied by W.S. Wakefield, ADC, who later was Director of his privare 
Domain also. Hari Singh stayed near Gagal rest house, which prior to 
the cloudburst of 1928 was a picturesque spot, for a full week, instead 
of four days as planned in his tour program. All the officials of the Jagir 
were suitably gifted with money and material. Big chunks of land were 
offered to Kotwals and land to temples. The temple of Ganpati Mari 
was renovated. He also declared that road from Batote to Bhadarwah 
will shortly be surveyed and constructed.” 

(Source: Himalayan Principalities; Dr. Pritam Krishan Koul: p.245] 


Raja Hari Singh and 41 people of his caravan proceeded by motor 
cars to Batote. The caravan also included some officers, security guards, 
and many servants, besides Wakefield. Adequate arrangements were 
put in place for the grass, hay, etc. for the animals including horses, 
mules, etc. that fetched Raja and his caravan from Batote to Bhadar- 
wah. The rural people of Bhalesa and Bhadarwah were sent to Batote as 
porters for carrying back the loads, as had been a tradition followed 
upon the arrival of Raj Kumars, Kings or Queens since ages. Another 
tradition says that these people also served as palanquin-bearers to carry 
the palanquins of the queens. Among them, the women would also 
serve Darbari Queens. The people sent on forced labour would carry 
along their food items during their journeys which included Maize 
bread and Satu (parched barley). 

This caravan of Hari Singh stayed at the Government Bungalow that 
night at Khaleni and left towards Bhadarwah the following morning. 
The jubilant people stood along the sides of the road for welcoming 
them. The Raja and his companions were accorded a magnificent wel- 
come at every place. After staying for a few days in Bhadarwah, Raja 
left to Chinta on the repeated requests of the people. It is also one of 
the most beautiful places of Bhadarwah which is surrounded by Deo- 
dar forests. At Chinta, the locals as well as people from Bhalesa, both 
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men and women alike, extended a very warm and hearty welcome to 
the Raja- They celebrated in jubilation and through various Folk songs 
ditional dance “Kud” won the heart of the Raja. From here 


and local tra 
the caravan proceeded towards Kishtwar via the health-resort Jai. 


A Few Examples of Justness and Impartiality of 

Maharaja Hari Singh 

mentioned in the aforesaid lines, that Maharaja Hari 
Singh during his 1921-1922 AD Visit to Bhadarwah also visited Illaqa 
Chinta and Jai. In the words of Mr Ghulam Rasool Chowgani, “Mahaf 
raja Hari Singh took his queen on a leisurely stroll to a corner of the 
alluring Jai valley. Coincidently, his gaze fell upon a Bakarwal. The 
Bakarwal while paying his respect welcomed the Raja and delighted 
him by his traditional hospitality. During the conversation, the Raja 
happened to learn that four of the Bakarwal’s sheep had been taken to 
the camp without paying him anything. No sooner did the Raja return 
than he rebuked his organizers and got the money delivered to the 
Bakarwal.” 

Mr Chowganifurther writes, “My father had seen Late Maharaja 
Hari Singh during his tour to Jai. Maharaja Hari Singh saw hundreds 
of load-bearing youth and elderly men in the huge crowd of his subjects 
at Jai, including one Lassa Chowganiwho was known for his unparal- 
leled temerity and truthfulness. He appealed to Maharaja, “We, the 
people of your Kingdom are being oppressed a lot. Zaildar commands 
all the tradesmen to lift the eatables and proceed towards the camp, and 
we have no option but to agree. For the sake of the Maharaja, the horse- 
men can fetch goods from the Bhadarwah Nagar; but how just is it to 
bring all the shopkeepers as forced labourers to the camp?” Maharaja 
Hari Singh understood his complaint founded on truth and declared 
all the tradesmen exempted from forced labour.” 

Haji Mangto Bhat of Kilhotran, says; “a delegation of Kilhotran 
(Illaqa Bhalesa) presented before the Maharaja and humbly informed 
him that “Master Roshan Lal of Raela has shifted the Kilhotran School 
to Gandoh, which falls near to his own village.” The said Maharaja 
immediately passed the orders to re-shift the School back to its original 


As has been 
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place (Kilhotran).” While speaking of the justness of the brave Mahara- 
ja, he cites the third incident, “Once Tehsildar Bhadarwah was on his — 
way to Bhalesa. On reaching Jai, he had a delicious meal himself but 
left his palanquin-bearers hungry. These Pahalwans (wrestlers) 
cluded the famous wrestler of the time Jamli Pahalwan. Upon the or- 
ders to proceed up from Jai, Jamli Pahalwan lowered the palanquin at ‘ 
Baach Dhaar, and along with other wrestlers left from the place. Jamli 2 
Pahalwan was \ater summoned to the court of the Maharaja on the — 
complaint of the Tehsildar. During the hearing, Jamli Pahalwan plead- 
ed with the Maharaja, “Maharaj, Tehsildar Sahib himself devoured a lot 
of food at Jai but left all of us serfs hungry. We were so run-down from _ 
hunger that we gave up. Even animals are fed during work, but we were 
considered even inferior to them.” The Maharaja thereafter abolished 
the custom of palanquin-bearing and also appreciated the boldness and 
candidness of the Pahalwans.” 


The Amalgamation of Bhadarwah with the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir in 1930 AD 


Maharaja undertook a lot of steps for the development of his Jagir. 
Raja Amar Singh had already died in 1912 AD and later Maharaja 
Pratap Singh also passed away in 1925 AD. As he had no immediate 
successor, his nephew Raja Hari Singh was enthroned at his place. The 
owner of Bhadarwah Jagir thus became the ruler and Maharaja of the — 
entire state. Earlier Bhadarwah held the status of just a Jagir, but Raja 
Hari Singh changed it soon after becoming the Maharaja. Its name as 
a Private Jagir was changed to State and the post of Officer Incharge 
Jagir was changed to Director Private Domains. After becoming the 
Maharaja, his sympathies towards the people of Bhadarwah also in- 
creased further. They also started to get jobs. The inhabitants of Poonch 
and Bhadarwah Jagirs earlier did not enjoy the rights of hereditary 
state subjects, which is why they were not even considered for the ng 
in the state despite being educated. This issue had also come t0 . 
notice of the Maharaja during his tour to Bhadarwah. peawiee a 
cordingly promulgated an order issued as on 21 October 1927 = di 
solve the issue. The inhabitants of these Jagirs were thus declare 


also in- 
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permanent state subjects. The people of Bhadarwah also started to get 
the jobs and the fields of Education and Public Health Facilities also 
got boosted. 

In 1927 AD, one Rustum Khan, a resident of village Dandi Bhadar- 
wah appealed to Maharaja, against an order issued by Director Bhadar- 
wah Domain. There were also some other issues regarding the lands like 
legal hitches in the compensation for the lands used for roads, forests, 
and offices, which prompted Maharaja to think about the future status 
of the Bhadarwah Jagir. Accordingly, the Personal Domain of Bhadar- 
wah was fully amalgamated with the rest of Jammu and Kashmir State 
in 1930 AD. Its status thus got reduced and it became a Tehsil of Ud- 
hampur District. On the recommendation of the Committee consti- 
tuted for the amalgamation of Jagirs with the State, the status of Jagirs 
ended forever. 


The Escalation in the Miseries of Maharaja Hari Singh 


After Hari Singh assumed the throne of the Maharaja in 1925 AD, 
his responsibilities were further increased. Being located on the North 
Western Frontier, the state of Jammu and Kashmir had key importance 
to the British as Russia, China, West Asia, and the Middle East, etc. 
were in close proximity to it. During this time, Maharaja Hari Singh 
visited England a lot of times and also participated in the Round Table 
conference in 1930 AD. On the other hand, the sub-continent of India 
was undergoing tremendous political changes and the state of Jammu 
and Kashmir could not remain immune to it, which further escalated 
the worries of Maharaja Hari Singh. The Indian uprising for Independ- 
ence was at its peak under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, in which 
people regardless of religion or faith, equally participated. Implement- 
ing the policy of “Divide and Rule”, the British were fanning the Hin- 
du-Muslim communal riots. Differences between the British and Ma- 
haraja Hari Singh were also continuously increasing as Maharaja had 
sent the Resident Commissioner back. Again, the desecration of the 
Holy Quran in the Jammu Jail and the incidents during the Eid sermon 
at Eidgah Jammu were highly exposed by the National newspapers. To 
take control of the situation, Maharaja summoned six Muslim repre- 
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sentatives from Jammu and ten Muslim leaders from Kashmir to the _ 


royal palaces at Srinagar for a dialogue. Muslim leaders demanded to 


constitute a Commission. However, due to some disagreements, the _ 


dialogue ended without reaching any final conclusion and a series of 
massive protests started. Besides those from Kashmir and Jammu, a 
feeling of increasing anxiety rose within the Muslims from Poonch and 
Mirpur also. 

Maharaja Hari Singh got the above-mentioned 17 representatives 
arrested against the charges of sedition. As a result, a strike lasting for 
17 days until their release was observed in the Valley. During the same 


time, a fiery Muslim Abdul Qadeer from Uttar Pradesh delivered an 


infuriating speech against the rulers at Jamia Masjid Srinagar while 
mentioning about the trampling of the Muslim’s rights. The speech was 
declared as seditious and a suit was run against him. On 13 July 1931 


AD, he was finally awarded rigorous imprisonment for three years. A 
blaring crowd of Muslims had already thronged outside the Jail that _ 
under provocation went berserk. Bullets were fired at the mob and sev-_ 
en people were martyred. Their bodies were shouldered to Jamia Masjid 


in a very huge crowd. To disperse these thousands of people, the police 


again fired a round of bullets which resulted in the death of ten more — 


people. The seventeen bodies were together laid to rest in the com- 


pound of the shrine of Naqshband™. 13 July 1931 was a prelude toa — 


big political revolution in the history of Kashmir. Every year, the day is 
remembered as the “Martyr's Day”. Punjabi Muslims formed mobs and 
proceeded towards Jammu where they were arrested in thousands and 
imprisoned in Jails. They were called “Ahrar” [lit.: liberals]. In the 
words of Narsingh Das Nargis, “On the whole, the Hindus were at the 
back of the Kingdom but Muslims, who held 78% of the state's popu 
lation, were not at all satisfied with the government. They wanted to 
depose the Maharaja of his powers at any cost. Therefore, Muslims 
from every nook and corner of the state launched a massive uprising: 
Viceroy of India suggested constituting of such a commission through 
English Resident Kashmir that could redress the grievances of the 


State’s Muslims. But Maharaja denied the proposal of such a commis- — 


sion under the English members. Instead, the Maharaja constituted an 
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Investigating Committee under his Chief Justice, which however could 
neither satisfy the State's Muslims nor the English rulers, The British 
once again pressed the Maharaja into constituting an Investigating 
Commission comprising also of a Muslim judge of High Court. Maha- 
raja regarded the proposal as an insult to his High Court. The condi- 
tions turned from bad to worse. On the other hand, All India Muslim 
Conference launched a Nationwide campaign against the Maharaja's 
rule, Protests and demonstrations gained hold. The government started 
to use brutal force to combat the circumstances. As a reaction to the 
release of a notification, mass arrests were initiated at many places.” 


The Constitution of the Glancy Commission 


The British who were supporting the Muslims of the State and press- 
ing the Maharaja for redressing their grievances convinced the Mahara- 
ja to take control of the situation and also withdraw the Ordinance 
within 24 hours. The people who were temporarily imprisoned were 
teleased and a commission was constituted for redressing their com- 
plaints, which was named as ‘Glancy Commission’. 

Under the presidentship of Mr B.J. Glancy, a Four Non-governmen- 
tal Member Committee was constituted on 12 November 1932 AD 
whose two members Mr Ghulam Ahmad Ashai and Pandit Prem Nath 
Bazaz, and two Chowdary Ghulam Abbas and Mr Lok Nath Sharma, 
were nominated from Kashmir and Jammu respectively. Unfortunately, 
the Hindu member of Jammu, Lok Nath Advocate walked out under 
pressure from the local Hindus. However, Glancy Commission contin- 
ued its work. Finally, after a lot of investigations, Glancy Commission 
presented a list of suggestions to the government, some of which were 
also acted upon, including fixation of the educational criteria for the 
govt. jobs and exempting the Zamindars from paying any sort of offer- 
ings at the time of being granted the propriety rights, etc. The investi- 
gation for communal riots in Jammu was entrusted to Mr Middleston. 
The government could not undertake the requisite steps as per the rec- 
ommendations of the Committee and the situation worsened to the 
extent that, “Both Hindus and Muslims had kept their armed volun- 
teers ready which largely put the overall peace at stake while the rulers 
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displayed no sense of responsibility, Their roles were reduced merely to: 
playing the blame-games.” 
(Source: “Tareekh-e-Dogra Desh’; Narsingh Das Nargis; p.754] 


In 1932 AD, Maharaja restored the freedom of the Press by virtue o 
which the ban was lifted from “Ranbir” and a couple of other newspa- 
pers. The total strength of the newspapers reached around 60 in the 
year 1947. As per the recommendations of the Reformation Commis- 
sion, after its formation, the eligibility criteria of educational qualifica-, 
tions was reduced to a bare minimum for taking government jobs, 
which made the Hindus of both Kashmir and Jammu highly anxious, 
because it would directly benefit the Muslim aspirants, who were com- 
paratively less educated than them. 


Social Reforms 


In comparison to the other Dogra rulers, a lot of social reforms wer 
made during the reign of Maharaja Hari Singh which also included 
legal prohibitions over some social evils. In addition to it, setting up 0 
different departments, educational institutions and courts were also ap- 
proved. 

Under social reforms, Maharaja laid down the rules for bannin 
smoking under the age of 16 (in 1929 AD), child marriage and prosti- 
tution. An appeal to abolish the custom of female-infanticide by Ra- 
jpuc families was also made. Remarriage of widows was legalized an 
discrimination against the Rajputi agriculturists was also ended by con 
sidering them equally a part of the society. In 1932 AD, Harijans we 
allowed to visit and pray in the temples. Besides it, polyandry practic 
since ages was prohibited in Ladakh. Rights of the Zamindars were 
safeguarded through the Laws of Transfer of Land. Thakurs were ema 
cipated from the custom of forced labour (serfdom), even though som 
others continued to get crushed under this oppression. A lot of Socia 

departments were established which included Co-operatives, Publi 
Works, Town Planning and Medical Departments. Departments © 
Munsifi, Police Station, Forest Division and Dispensary, etc. were x 
established during the same time in Bhadarwah. In addition to te 
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highway from Jammu to Srinagar which was named as “Banihal Cart 
Valley Road”, a lot of other roads were also constructed. Batote-Bha- 
darwah road was formally inaugurated in 1945 AD. Education till the 
Primary Level was made compulsory in some towns and cities while the 
strength of the schools was gradually increased which doubled the 
number of schools and colleges by 1947 AD. Adult education was 
started while Urdu was made the medium of Instruction. Two training 
institutes were set up at Srinagar and Jammu for training teachers, and 
there was a direct impact of these entire social reforms on various areas 
of Bhadarwah as well. 

According to the writings of Narsingh Das Nargis, Maharaja in one 
of his speeches delivered in Jan 1926 AD during a Welcome function, 
said: “As a ruler, I have no personal religion. All religions are mine and 
justice will be my religion. My duty is to look after everybody, equally; 
and I shall be just to the best of my capacity.” 

(Source: “ Tareekh-e-Dogra Desh”; Narsingh Das Nargis; p.743] 


The Formation of Praja Sabha 


Enacting upon the recommendations of the Commission, Maharaja 
constituted a 75 member “Praja Sabha’ [lit. People’s Assembly] which 
initially included 33 elected members, later increased to 40. An emi- 
nent lawyer, intellectual and a noble Kotwal Shiv Lal from Bhadarwah 
was also elected in the Sabha. 


Law of Permanent State Subject 


Maharaja Hari Singh had realized it during his coronation itself that 
many outsiders were being appointed in the government jobs. There- 
fore, after some time he enforced the law of Permanent State Subject 
for the welfare of common masses, according to which the people 
whose ancestors had been living in the State since 1885 were given a 
Priority in employment. 

The reforms brought about by the Maharaja were not sufficient for 
solving the problems faced by the common people since a long time, 
who unfortunately did not even enjoy the benefits of these reforms 
while being left at the mercy of government officials during Maharaja's 
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outside tours, recreations (Polo) or his hunting expeditions. In the ab. 
sence of the Maharaja, the non-redressal of some complaints like the. 
oppression by some tyrant officials was one of the many unaddressed 
issues because of which some increasing signs of discontent could be 
seen in the people. Maharaja, however, was totally ignorant of these _ 
weaknesses of his officials, On account of various other reasons of this 
sort, the then Minister for External and Political Affairs,Alison Banner- _ 
ji had also resigned from his post and left the place. 


Tehreek-i-Hurriyat Kashmir and It’s Influence on 
Jammu Region 


The early sparks of the ‘Movement for Independence’ against the © 
autocratic rule in J&K state, had initially struck during the reign of 4 
Maharaja Ranbir Singh, when thousands of famine-stricken Kashmiris 
had died during 1878-1929 AD at the hands of the government offi- 
cials after they had deceitfully stashed away the procured grains from 
Punjab; while many other Kashmiris were forced to migrate to Punjab 
and other parts of the state. Prior to it, “On 18 April 1868 AD, varit 
ously skilled craftsmen assembled together at a place to lead a procest_ 
sion pressing for the fulfillment of their demands. Dewan Kripa Ram © 
ordered the platoon of Col. Vijay Singh to lay a siege over the unarmed — 
workers. The forces reduced the people to straits and further shoved 
them towards Haji Rather Bridge. Many people were injured in the 
chaos while about 28 demonstrators were pushed and martyred into 
the river. When the labourers showed their intense reaction to all these 
events, the leader of the protest Rasool Sheikh along with some of his 
companions, was brought to Shergari Fort, where they were first whip- 
lashed and then fettered, collared and thus imprisoned. Rasool Sheikh . 
and Isa Pal died in the same condition. Besides, many other shawl-weav- | 
ers were thrown into the Jail in the Habak town. Thus, 29 April 1867 
AD became an unforgettable day in the history of Kashmir.” : 

Similarly, “When thousands of workers of Silk Factory Srinagar a 
demanding the release of their 35 prominent workers after assemb * 
at Hazuri Bagh on 22 July 1867; they were attacked upon by the fore . 
and innumerable people were wounded by the spears, edges of the roy 
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al lances; were trampled under the hoofs of the horses and beaten by 
the clubs.” 

Maharaja Pratap Singh took charge of the throne after the death of 
Maharaja Ranbir Singh in 1885 AD. On the verdict of English Resi- 
dent Sant John, Maharaja Pratap Singh issued an order entrusting the 
working of the government to a Council. No extraordinary event hap- 
pened as such during this time. At last, Maharaja passed away in 1925 
AD and Raj Kumar Hari Singh ascended the throne. Even though a lot 
of social reformations took place during the reign of Maharaja Pratap 
Singh, yet there were a lot of pending demands of the people which 
were begun to be ignored. In 1924 AD, an organized political move- 
ment was launched for the first time. When Viceroy Lord Reading 
came to visit Kashmir, he was presented a memorandum by the educat- 
ed class, which included restoring the propriety rights of the cultiva- 
tors, appropriate representation of Muslims in the government services, 
abolishing the tyrant practice of serfdom, ending the illegal occupation 
of the mosques by the Kingdom and further restoring them, and other 
similar demands. Maharaja was infuriated at seeing these demands. He 
banished away a lot of leaders who had signed the memorandum and 
also confiscated their properties. This clash between the educated youth 
and the Kingdom proved as the second milestone in the Freedom 
Movement. Even though Maharaja undertook some steps for the wel- 
fare of the people, yet he also sternly opposed the freedom of the Press 
as well as the formation of any political organizations. 

Maharaja Hari Singh ascended the throne in 1926 AD after Maha- 
raja Pratap Singh and delivered an impressive speech regarding the 
communal harmony and welfare of the people during his coronation. 
People immediately attached a lot of hopes with the government after 
hearing the speech. But unfortunately, the Maharaja could not live up 
; the expectations of the people because of various reasons. Though 

. Maharaja brought about a lot of constitutional and social reforms 
and also arranged for the established of a lot of departments, “but the 
Majority of the Kingdom's income was spent on the Jagirdars, Military 


and ae : 
2 Personal expeditions of the Maharaja even when the financial re- 
Urces were limited,”(8) 
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Because of it, the Minister for External and Political Affairs Mr Bag 
nergi, issued a statement in the newspapers before resigning, “The ma- 3 
jority of the Muslim population of the state is living a life of animals 
because of their ignorance, poverty, and remoteness. The overall situag 
tion of the state is unsatisfactory. There is no communication between : 
the people and the government, and people have no source to register : 
their complaints with it. The State machinery is rotten and it has no 
empathy for the people. The public opinion in the state has been 
crushed and there is no trace of any freedom for the Press.” He divulged _ 
all the concealed faults of the government as only a close associate of | 
some family could. One of the historians has interpreted this incident _ 
as the first spark of Independence. 4 

Such a statement by an impartial Christian shook the foundations of _ 
the Kingdom and was deliberated upon in the North Indian newspa- 
pers for a very long time. Educated Muslim youth were already an- | 
noyed with the government at seeing less qualified people from other i 
castes or sects being appointed at important positions. This statement 
added fuel to the fire as a result of which many political organizations 
sprang up. Youths “were convinced that unless the prevailing rule 
wouldn't end; Jagirdari system and partiality in favour of some towns, 
unqualified job-aspirants, and some sects, could also never end.” 

Whereas Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah and his companions found- 
ed the “Reading Room” party in the Kashmir Valley; Chowdary Ghu- 
lam Abbas, A R Sagar, etc. founded “Young Men's Association” in Jam- i 
mu and its surroundings, During this time, there were some incidents | 
that also surfaced primarily to hurt the sentiments of the Muslims, for | 
example, the desecration of a mosque in Reasi. In Kotli, Muslims were | 
barred from observing the Salah (congregational prayers) and again, & 
Non-Muslim constable in Jammu intentionally desecrated the Holy 
Quran. Many protests and demonstrations started against the King: 
dom in this regard and on the other hand, Abdul Qadeer, a butler of an 
English Traveller delivered a revolutionary speech at Khangah-i-Mualla 
and impressed upon the then government to grant Political Freedom & 
the Muslims and also emancipate them from ‘slave-like-restrictions« 
Alarmed at the development; the government arrested Abdul Qadit 
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and summoned him before a special court on 13 
Central Jail Srinagar. This incident triggered a se 
mob of thousands of people proceeded towards t 
release of Qadir. The Police blindly rained bulle: 
sulting in the on-spot death of 27 protestors, wh 
were injured (some historians have mentioned 
next day a huge crowd gathered in the funeral Pp 
which was lead through the markets and culmi 
band “) after burying the bodies in its compound. Laying a siege over 
the city, Sheikh Abdullah and Chowdary Ghulam Abbas were arrested 
along with their thousands of supporters. An intense wave of grief and 
rage immediately spread against this mayhem and arrests. It was also in 
1931 AD that ‘All India Kashmir Committee’ was founded in Shimla, 
which saw the participation of Allama Iqbal “) besides many other 
Central Leaders. Allah Rakha Sagar from Jammu also proceeded to par- 
ticipate in it while some prominent leaders from the Valley also took 
part in it. 

In Oct. 1931 AD, some prominent leaders of the Tehreek-e-Ahrar 
(lit: Liberal Movement] met Maharaja and his Prime Minister Hari 
Krishan Koul to resolve the issue through dialogue, However, all their 
efforts fell futile. When they reached back to Punjab, in the words of 
Aseer Kishtwari, “the whole Punjab resonated aloud with the slogans of 
“Kashmir Chalo! Kashmir Chalo!” (March to Kashmir! March to Kash- 
mir!); and the zealous volunteers of Kashmir’s Freedom Movement, with 
least worry about the safety of their lives, pledged to cross the borders. 
The first invasion took place from the areas of Sialkot. The government 
had calculated that a maximum of 5000 activists could succeed in reach- 
ing Jammu who could be easily arrested; but within no =e is 
gent of more than 10000 people reached Jammu for offering | en 7 
for their arrests, which completely consternated the local gee n ; e 
other hand, when a Dogra officer drilled a hole in the ie ‘ - es i 
worker by the point of his gun, martyring him; she eo * pied 
nook and corner of Punjab set out to Kashmir throug Jehlum, ae 
ing slogans of “Kashmir Chalo! Kashmir Chalo!”. Thirdly, pa nie 
three days of hard toil occupied the bridge of Kohalapora, 


July 1931 AD in the 
ties of protests and a 
he Jail demanding the 
ts upon the people re- 
ile innumerable others 
the number as 17), The 
rocession of the martyrs 
nated at Dargah Naqsh- 
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the British conducted arrests in Punjab also to withhold these activists. 
Around 45000 youth were arrested from Punjab. More than 50000 ace 
tivists joined in from other regions as well. Sheikh Abdullah and hi 
companions Mirza Muhammad Afzal Beigh, Khwaja Ghulam Muham. 


_— 
Ly 


mad Sadiq, Moulana Masoodi and Chowdary Ghulam Abbas, etc. dee 
cided to continue the movement. The government immediately arrested 
them and put them behind bars. Raja Hari Krishan Koul released th - 
‘Notification-. As per this law, thousands of innocent people were 
crammed into the Jails. Tripods were installed everywhere and people — 
were publicly chained to them and flogged blue and black. Rampant 
crowds at Anantnag, Shopian, Baramulla, and Sopore were indiscrimip 
nately fired upon. At last, the Government of India gave 24 hours to 

Maharaja for immediately announcing that: 


1. Restoration of the Mosques, Law for cow-slaughter, Permitting 
sermons, Azans and Religious Freedom and public demands 
within genuine limits may be immediately addressed after prop* 
er researching about rights of cultivators. 


2. An impartial I.C.S British Officer be appointed as the Chief 
Minister. ' 


Because of the public demands and the growing pressure of the Brit- 
ish, the Maharaja was compelled to give in to these suggestions. The 
Notification was acted upon. Political captives were granted a general - 
pardon and an Investigation Commission was set up. The British forces 
were sent to Jammu in November 1931 for restoring peace in the area. 
The external mobs in the area were banned. The formation of Glancy 
Commission was announced.”""!! i 

The commission put forth a lot of recommendations which includ: 
ed repealing the restrictions in Political and Religious matters, granting 
of propriety rights to the cultivators, employing Muslims and one 
proportionately with respect to their demographics, and restoring he 
Freedom of Speech and Press. On the recommendation of the com | 
tee, an Assembly was set up in the state whose duty was limited to me! 
giving the suggestions to the state while all the rights a . 
in the hands of Maharaja. Of the 75 members of the State Assembly; 
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members were appointed through Lambardars, Priests, Mouluvis, enti- 
tled Jagirdars, Pensioners and Middle-pass Male voters which consti- 
cured 6% of the total population. The rest of the 42 members were 
nominated. 

Ir is also pertinent to mention here that the Muslim population of 
Bhadarwah Jagir was also directly and deeply influenced by the emerg- 
ing conditions in Jammu and Kashmir. Many protests and demonstra- 
tions also began to be organized here, as a penalty of which some active 
leaders were arrested and mercilessly flogged on tripods. The leaders 
included Chowdary Ghulam Ahmad Ganai (Mohalla Haveli), Ghulam 
Rasool Malik (Mohalla Sarafan) and Munshi Dilawar Baksh (Mohalla 
Qillah). However, under the pressure from the British Government, 
these local leaders were also released along with other leaders. "7! 


The Foundation of the Muslim Conference 


The foundation of All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference was 
laid at Pathar Masjid Srinagar in October 1932 AD. Sheikh Muham- 
mad Abdullah was appointed as its President while Chowdary Ghulam 
Abbas was appointed as the General Secretary. Initially, the only objec- 
tive of the Muslim Conference was to secure government jobs for the 
middle-class Muslims, youth and other educated people, as Muslims 
though being the dominant majority of the state ranked third econom- 
ically and were girdled by poverty, ignorance, and indigence. The first 
session of this organization was held on 14", 15%, 16" October 1932 
AD under the chairmanship of Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah. Sheikh 
Sahib strongly denounced banning of the Eid-sermon, the desecration 
of the Holy Quran and other events of July 1931 AD while stating that 
the movement launched by Muslim Conference was not at all commu- 
nal in any way but was meant to alleviate the sufferings of all people 
alike, be it Muslims, Sikhs or Hindus. 

A total number of 7 sessions of the Muslim Conference were held at 
various places in the state including Srinagar, Mirpur, Sopore, Srinagar, 
Poonch and then Srinagar respectively. They were presided over by 
Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah, Mian Ahmad Yar Khan, Chowdary 
Ghulam Abbas, and Ghulam Muhammad Sadiq. 
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In the year 1935 AD, a session of the Muslim Conference was or. 
ganised at Srinagar under the chairmanship of Chowdary Ghulam Aby 
bas. While discussing the programs of the Muslim Conference on the 
occasion, he said: 

“The movement to demand rights of the Muslims is not aimed to 
curb those of non-Muslims but has been started to safeguard and pro- 
tect the rights of all the subjects alike. The results of this struggle would 
not only benefit Muslims but all the communities equally.”"2) 

On 8% May 1936 AD, All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference 
organized a ‘Day of the Responsible Government’ which was collective- 
ly observed by people across different communities. It is also remem- 
bered as the Black Day. i 

About the session of the Muslim Conference (1933 AD) organized 
in Mirpur prior to the above-mentioned sessions; Comrade Krishan 
Dev Setthi has written that “the people of this region participated in” 
the Freedom Movement “with great zeal and zest. District Mirpur is the 
only district where British forces under the command of Salisbury were 
called for curbing the uprising which was later quashed by imposing | 
the Marshal Law. It is true that some communal riots took place at © 
some places but on analyzing the issue deeply, we find that the majority 
of these people were minorities because the target of such riots were © 
Hindu money-lenders and not poor Hindus. In the uprising, Soba | 
Sadiq Shah and Bata Khan were hanged. Because of the close associa- | 
tion of this region with the Tehreek-i-Hurriyat [lit.: Freedom Move- § 
ment], Muslim Conference organized its second session in Mirpur in 
the year 1933 AD. The still existing graves of the martyrs in different 
cities of this region bear witness of how the people of the area fell prey” 
to the bullets of the Maharaja’s forces.” "4! 4 

“The memory of the Raja of Bhambar Sultan Khan still lies fresh in 
the hearts of people, who was deceived into coming to Jammu, made 4 
blind and imprisoned in Bahu Fort and Gajpath Fort before being x¢* 
cuted. On the way to Bagh from Poonch, the trees at Srimag bear testih 
mony to the civil resistance of the people of the region on which “Mali | 
Khan” and ‘Sabz Ali Khan’ were hanged till death and whose flesh was 
later stuffed with hay to serve as a warning for the people.” 
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The Formation of Rashtriya Sevak Sangh 


In the year 1944 AD, R.S.S. founded its various branches in differ- 
ent regions of the state. In no time, besides Jammu, Samba, Udhampur 
Kotli, Mirpur and Kathua; the organization started functioning fis 
Kashmir (Srinagar) and other towns. One of its branches was also 
formed at Bhadarwah where its youth members were trained on a daily 
basis. Dressed in white shirts and shorts, these youth kept busy in vari- 
ous physical exercises with staffs in their hands. 

On the other hand, the leadership of All India Congress particularly 
Pandit Nehru and Mahatma Gandhi started luring Sheikh Abdullah. It 
was this proximity that granted courage to Sheikh Muhammad Abdul- 
Jah to transform Muslim Conference into National Conference. 

‘The fifth session of Muslim Conference was held at Poonch on 16" 
May 1937 which was presided over by Sheikh Abdullah. Sheikh Sa- 
hib in his presidential address remarked: “People oppressed for ages 
and who lived a deplorable life until now like tamed animals, should 
rise once, either to live or die. The sufferings of imprisonment, the 
volley of bullets and spears, the horror and floggings, Lathi charge 
and fines, heavy taxes imposed as punishments...No one could ever 
stop them.” ""1 

The sixth session was held from 27-29 March 1938 AD at Jammu 
during which Sheikh Abdullah said, “The ‘capitalistic’ by saying some- 
times that the Hindu rule is in danger, and claiming in the second 
breathe that the Hindu faith and religion are at stake is misleading the 
people into a labyrinth of confusions to dilute away their focus from 
their own problems. A few of Muslim rich capitalists wherever in any 
part of the state, not only stand away from your movement but also 

don't refrain from quashing the Freedom movement by supporting the 
government in times of difficulty.”""7! 

On the other hand, in the session of Muslim Conference organized 
at Eidgah Jammu in the year 1937; Raja Muhammad Akbar Khan in 
his address moved a resolution to transform Muslim Conference into 
National conference by opening all doors of membership for non-mus- 
lims as well. As a penalty for his rebellious speech, a trial was conducted 
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on Raja Sahib and was awarded rigorous imprisonment fo 
Upon hearing this news, a session of Muslim Conference was also held 
in Srinagar which was also attended by non-Muslim leaders who late 
got arrested. Muslim leaders of district Doda also Participated ‘vel, 
in the Movement. The Movement saw the Participation of only Mus 
lim leaders from the areas of Bhadarwah, Kishtwar, and Doda. 


T five years 


The Transformation of the Muslim Conference into All 
Jammu and Kashmir National Conference 


‘The yearly session of All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference 
was held in March 1938 AD in the city of Jammu which was presided 
over by Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah. A Proposal was put forward in 
the session, “It is the time when the need of renaming Muslim Confere 
ence as National Conference is being felt.” However, because of some 
constitutional intricacies of the Muslim Conference, discussions on 
this proposal were postponed. At last, by virtue of the efforts of Pandit 
Nehru and Mahatma Gandhi, a session of Muslim conference presided 
over by Khwaja Ghulam Sadiq was organized on 11% June 1939 AD 
when All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference was transformed 
into “All Jammu and Kashmir National Conference.” This is how the 
foundation of the National Conference was laid in the state. The ses- 
sion was also attended by Sheikh Abdullah, Bakshi Ghulam Muham- 
mad, Pandit Jaya Lal Kilam, Sham Lal Saraf, Sardar Budh Singh among 
others. Hindus and Sikhs were also included in its Working Commit- 
tee. However, the Muslim Conference continued functioning in Bhat 
darwah during this period as such, At the time, no organization by the 
name of ‘National Conference’ existed in the region. In the words of 
Khwaja Ghulam Rasool Azad, “I stayed at Bhadarwah until June 1948 
AD in connection with the rehabilitation of the people. During the 
same time, after my release from the Jail the election for the first al 
mittee of Tehsil National Conference was held, in which Malik ae 
lam Rasool was selected to be the President and 1 was selected e 7 
secretary. After having a discussion with the President, I founde frst 
office and selected Abdul Aziz Khan as the Office Secretary. Out 
task was to form committees in every village of Bhadarwah. 
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n of Retaining the Muslim Conference 


cisio 

sod tanding by the ‘National Conference’ for some time, a deci- 
aa in ‘Muslim Conference’ was taken under the leadership of 
sion : Zag Abbas and Moulana Muhammad Yousuf Shah. 
onus Aiaclbpntents had some serious political implications on Bha- 
a as well as present-day District Doda. Although people extend- 
ee support only to Muslim Conference from the year 1932-1948, 
after June 1948 some people joined the National Conference too. No 
non-muslim joined Muslim conference. Because of the political devel- 
opments of 1947, Partition of the Country, and riots in the Jammu 
region, a lot of significant changes were also witnessed in the local con- 
ditions here. These changes were preceded by the visits of Chowdary 
Ghulam Abbas and Allah Rakha Sagar to Bhadarwah, Doda, and 
Kishtwar who visited these areas in the capacity of the leaders of Mus- 
lim Conference. They were devotedly welcomed at every place by the 
Muslim workers. It was for the first time when Chowdary Sahib travi 
elled to Kishtwar from Bhadarwah through Jai and further proceeded 
to Srinagar. In this connection, some excerpts from the autobiography 
of Chowdary Ghulam Abbas’s “Kash-ma-kash” have been cited which 
shed ample light on the formation of Muslim Conference and Nation- 
al Conference, and the change in the vision of Sheikh Abdullah and its 
implications. Chowdary Abbas in the said autobiography, which he 
had completed writing in Kathua Jail until the year 1947 AD, has men- 
tioned of the formation of Muslim Conference, the joining in of Sheikh 
Abdullah and many other related historical developments as well. He 
has often tried to justify that the foundation of Muslim Conference was 
— laid to uproot that of Maharaja Hari Singh but to address the 
sik of Muslims in the state and stop the Military barbarity and op- 
aia that was unleashed to suppress the communal riots in Srina- 
Jail and Poonch Rajouri; and also to grant them a share in govern- 
ea employment and Assemblies in proportion to their population 
“ating these appeals in mind, although li ak 
fences, ap $ in min » althoug the representatives of Muslim 
and conceited aa aharaja Sahib many a time, his dictatorial conduct 
e further distanced away the Muslims than otherwise. 
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When these demands were presented to Maharaja Bahadur in the form» 
of a memorandum, a meeting was granted to them. “It was the Month | 
of August. We reached the palace of the Maharaja at the appointed 
time. A chair was lying vacant in front of us. After a long time when | 
Maharaja finally came, he sat in a haughty self-assurance on the chair © 
facing us. I had expected that the Maharaja would converse with the * 
representatives of 23 Lakh Muslims in a cheerful manner and would 
initially apologize for the innocent people who had been fired upon 
recently, but upon seeing his conduct all of my expectations were bro. 
ken - almost all of us bowed to offer our salutations. Sheikh Muham- # 
mad Abdullah was standing near me. A few people even stretched out Fe 
on the floor and prostrated in obeisance - when the memorandum was a 
finished, Maharaja got up and left quietly to the palace. The point of = 
the meeting was to alleviate our sufferings and to grant us justice. But 
the seemingly pleasant yet venomous breeze of the palace, mournful 
ambience, stiff and conceited necks, wrinkled and frowned foreheads, 
this fabricated and unnatural observance of etiquettes between the rule eS 
ers and the masses were enough to conclude that the rulers had no in- : 
terest in even hearing the genuine grievances of their subjects. I became 
certain the same day that the nation could not be led to its goal by be- 
seeching with a begging bowl in hands. An invaluable divine blessing © 
such as Freedom could never be taken by begging. It had to be achieved 
by the strength of one’s arms, I understand that the only compensation © 
deemed fit for us in sympathy for the martyrs and wounded was the E 
privilege of being granted permission to the Royal Palace and submit is 
our memorandum.”!9] 

During the first session after the formation of Muslim Conference 
in 1932 AD; after writing down the aims and objectives etc. of this 
organization, he writes: “Due to the formation of the Muslim Confer- 
ence, a center for 23 Lakh Muslims got created. Sheikh Abdullah was 
appointed as the President of the conference that year while I was 4p- 
pointed as the General Secretary. The struggle of Muslims, misfortunes, 
afflictions and theit imprisonment had all converged into a yield. are 
the Muslim Conference whose structure was yet not affected by the 
machine guns of the administration. But Alas! When the time for hal- 
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d inundating of its foundations came nearer, the flood of our 
hism and disunity brought about by selfish, personal inter- 
litical aspirations washed away this solid and impregnable 
peculiar expediences gifted this shield so easily to the 


Jowing a7 
internal sc 
ests and po 


The Gulf of Dissensions Between Mirwaiz And 
Sheikh Abdullah 


It was only in the second year of Freedom Movement that grave 
disagreements started to erupt between Mirwaiz and Sheikh Abdullah 
in Srinagar. This mutual conflict of dissensions was certainly against the 
public interest. 

Mirwaiz had realized that Abdullah would now ruin his (Mirwaiz’s) 
ancestral position and that the long-held respect and trust of the people 
on Mirwaiz would end. On the other hand, Sheikh Abdullah knew that 
so long as the house of Mirwaiz is intact and unbroken politically, reli- 
giously and nationally, he could never become the sole leader of Kash- 
mir. As a result, this war spread so rapidly that it was no easy a task to 
restrain it- this mutual clash of the two Kashmiri leaders was a boon to 
the autocratic rulers.”?") 

During his imprisonment, he explored a lot of Islamic books which 
included many translations of the Holy Quran and all the volumes of 
the biography of the Prophet Muhammad “), after which he con- 
cluded “To understand God and acknowledge his unity, the guidance 
of the Quran is imperative and to understand God and his sacred book 
and to put one’s faith in it, it is indispensable to know and truly recog- 
nize the enlightened Prophet °”).” He further writes, “During my crit- 
= study of Islamic books, I incidentally found a copy of Bhagavad 
i ee apeati by Tilak. Bhagavad Gita demands an in-depth study of 
se ‘pe oe The book itself starts with denouncing the oppres- 
a n the words of the Holy Quran, Almighty God has appointed his 

aa every village and town for the reformation of the people. 
e oe to) Hindustan could not have been bereft of this Divine bless- 

’ “Tis possible chat the actual writer of Gita would have been just as 


sac 
ted. I have also come across the writings of Swami Vivekananda and 
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Swami Ram Teerath. The books are full of discussions and methods a 
Self-denial, Meditation, and contemplation, Invocation, Mysticism 4 
and spirituality.”*! ; 
A Visit to Bhadarwah and Kishtwar by the Leaders of 
Muslim Conference 


Tt was in the year 1935 that the reorganization of Muslim Confer. 
ence was done and upon the wishes of Sheikh Abdullah, its annual. 
meeting was held on 25-26" October 1935 AD, in which Chowdary | 
Abbas was appointed as the President. He admits that — “Sheikh Mu- | 
hammad Abdullah, his companions, and the Kashmiri Muslims ace. 

corded me a courteous welcome in a way beyond their capacity and | 
resources. Arrangements for river procession and public gathering, dec- 
orations of the canopy, boarding and lodging facilities for the delegates, 
everything was commendable.” ; 

During the same time, he also came to Bhadarwah and Kishtwar. © 
Speaking of it, he writes: “During a year of my presidentship, I visited ” 
the entire state of Kashmir. In fact, I visited some of the important § 
places over and over again. But it was my first visit to Bhadarwah and” 
Kishtwar. The Muslims of these places were hostile to Sheikh Muham- * 
mad Abdullah but were my devout followers. I was accompanied by # 
my two companions on this visit. The Muslims of the area left no” 
stone unturned in welcoming us to the place. At our every step, they 
showered invaluable flowers of their love and hospitality along our 
way; and only doused their fire of passion by various such expressions 
of fondness and devotion, Nevertheless, after staying for a week in 
Bhadarwah when we proceeded towards Kishtwar, all the Muslims 0! ‘ 
Bhadarwah regardless of their age accompanied us for about three” 
miles to bid us farewell, At the farewell, they wept so bitterly that evellg 
I couldn't fight back my tears. A respected elder of the village Munshi = 
Rasool Malik was also one of our companions. He was shedding teats” 
uncontrollably. We had to stay at “Jai” overnight. With respect to its” 
natural beauty and spots, | am really fond of this valley in Kashmir. Its 
height is about 7000 ft. It must be around 8-10 miles away from the a 
Bhadarwah town - we reached Kishtwar on the third day and after = 
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saying there for a week, we reached Srina 
We completed this mountainous travel from Jammu to Srinagar, 
ground 300 miles long in a month. Public gatherings were Organized 
at around 20 places along this travel and around one lakh Muslims 
living in these mountains were addressed. I have travelled from Jammu 
to Srinagar through a lot of routes, but this route tight from Jammu to 
Srinagar is matchless, provided recreation and sightseeing is in consid- 
eration while travelling.”?9! 

About Maharaja Hari Singh, he writes as follows: 

“It is lamentable that the Maharaja branded Muslims of the state as 
rebels rather than addressing to their complaints, although Muslims 
had no hard conflict with the Maharaja at the time. Had it been so, we 
would not have repeatedly extended our begging hands with our lists of 
demands before him. Even after observing the change in the attitude of 
the Maharaja, I personally still held a high opinion of his good inten- 
tions. And this was even true that the Maharaja in his initial years for- 
mulated such laws that had immensely benefited landlords and cultiva- 
tors. But it was unfortunate for both the Ruler and the ruled that the 
Maharaja had been made greatly suspicious of the Muslims by some 
internal and external Advisors and these sentiments of hatred and hos- 
tility only grew more with every passing day- Although we tried very 
hard to clear this misunderstanding through various writings and 
speeches, either the Maharaja was not informed of the ground realities 
or he personally became disgusted with Muslims on account of his prej- 
udices,”!4) 

Regarding the Nationalism of Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah, he 
writes as follows: 

“The annual meeting of Muslim conference was held on 25-27 
March 1938 AD at Jammu in which Sheikh Abdullah had been ap- 
Pointed as its elected President. A few days prior to the session, Sheikh 
Sahib had met Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
for the first time, When he reached Jammu, there was a change in his 
attitude and he seemed so drunk with the toddy of Nationalism ne 
the borders that he never got detoxicated ever again. No soonce ee ‘ 
‘eturn than he started reasoning with me on Nationalism in a close 


gar through Santhan Pass. 
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room. Initially there was a sober discussion on its legality o 
but I was saddened to see that the issue had breached the cj 
cussions or even National interests. Sheikh Abdullah 
deciding on the issue during the three-day session w. 
of the characteristic aspects of Sheikh Sahib’s tem 
mentioned that he is totally devoted so long as he is 
one, but once he withdraws his favour, no one can challenge him ing 
enmity, not even the mightiest of his enemies. The biggest flaw in his 
temperament and political life has been his reluctance towards allowin 

one’s freedom of expression. Unfortunately, a grave apprehension of an 
impeding wall between our ideal goal and line of action tose. NevertheN 
less, I somehow managed to convince Sheikh Abdullah and in this way 

the storm of an internal civil war that had struck us, passed by without 


damage.”!?5] 


Otherwise , 
Tcles of gic 
‘was adamant that 
‘as important, One : 
Petament must be 
friends with some. | 


The Session of the Working Committee of Muslim 


Conference in Srinagar 


“All the 19 seats were bagged by Muslim Conference in the Assem- 
bly elections and after getting free from these elections, Sheikh Sahib 
stealthily and internally, started the propaganda of Nationalism in 
Srinagar; and after a month of these elections, probably on 25 June 
1938 AD, convened a meeting of the Working committee at Srinagat. ” 
He himself was the President of the Muslim Conference that year. The : 
purpose of convening a conference in the session was to select a party 
leader in the Assembly and transforming Muslim Conference into Na 
tional Conference. The Nominee of Sheikh Abdullah just got ’ 
votes of the 19 member Assembly while our nominee succeeded ag 
majority, and this struggle for power was about to prove decisive ae 
issue of breaking the Muslim Conference. Sheikh Sahib was eats 
by this defeat. Sheikh Sahib had two justifications for ee Gm 
Muslim Conference into National Conference. One vane zee ute 
palaswami Ayangar had promised him that if a Nominate ee : 
of Nationalists could be formed in the state then rhe on certail 
could agree in undertaking a revolutionary step with A adlel in 
reformations and at least two public ministers would be 
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the government. Secondly, “a few non-Muslim Political workers want 
o join me for serving the community” ~ both of these justifications of 
Sheikh Sahib were absurd. Neither Ayyangar was interested in strength- 
ening the political stand of the Muslim residents of the state by bring- 
ing in some reforms because this would likely mean an end to i 
imperial and dictatorial power of Raja Hari Singh in the near future: 

nor could any non-Muslim share good intentions in joining the Mew 

lims and thus become guilty of marting the prospects of Hindu mi- 

norities.” 

“The truth is that these five reliable Hindus of Sheikh Sahib were 
actually the agents of Ayyangar. They were actually scared and anxious 
by the political and national organization of Muslims which was clearly 
depicted in the results of Assembly elections. This is why they wanted 
to break the strong body of the Muslim Conference so as to shatter the 
national unity among Muslims.” 

“~ At that point of time, Sheikh Sahib merely saw the loyaley of a 
handful of these Hindus and the promise of the prospective bureaucrat- 
ic power by the government, international personal fame, apparently 
fascinating life luxuries and elegance of the Congress. Sheikh Sahib 
wanted to have all of it at any cost, He did not realize it then and is even 
now totally void of this realization.” 


The Dissension of Ghulam Abbas with Sheikh Muharmmad 
Abdullah 


“At last this struggle between Sheikh Abdullah and me became com- 
plicated. After sophisticated disagreements, we had come down to in- 
tensely bitter arguments and acid exchanges; and thus the meeting was 
dispersed without any decision. It was evident that the political and 
national ways of Sheikh Abdullah were completely separate and oppo- 
site to those of mine. Actually, it was a very fateful day in the history of 
Kashmir when the strong foundations of the colossal palaces of our 
National unity and organization were laid only to be shattered because 
of the association with Congress and Mahasabha. The result of its in- 
tensity is that roday not only Kashmiri Muslims bur the entire Islamic 
fraternity is mournful because of it. In such circumstances, all the ways 
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of improving the existing conditions were totally feared to be shut 
close. This is why I considered it expedient to refrain from voting with- « 
in the working committee. I was sure that Sheikh Sahib would himself 
revert back after some time, once he realizes his short-sightedness and “a 
weakness, But the pace of the forthcoming political developments. 
would become a reason for confusion within the joint strength of the 
Muslims of the state and also perpetuate national treason at the organ- — 
izational levels,”?7) a 

In the year 1939 AD, when Sheikh Abdullah and Chowdary Abbas 
were released from the jails, the two leaders again found themselves in 
touch with each other, Under some conditions, Abbas Sahib also agreed 
to a proposal of transforming “Muslim Conference” into “National _ 
Conference”. During the same period, Muhammad Ali Jinnah also 
came to Kashmir in May 1939 and a welcome address was presented to 
him by Muslim Conference in his honour. At the time both Sheikh 2 
Muhammad Abdullah and Chowdary Abbas were present during a 
meeting with him. In response to the welcome address, Jinnah had ~ 
said: “Because of the great majority of the Muslims in the state, it is” 
obligatory upon the Muslim leaders of the state that they should not — 
only win over the hearts of the Non-Muslims but also engage them a 
along as one of the wheels of Politics...” 8 si 

Sheikh Sahib and his companions didn’t comply with the conditions 2 
agreed upon during the meeting of the working committee, against ” 
which Chowdary Abbas had consented to remain a part of the Nation- 
al Conference. He writes: “Would Sheikh Abdullah and his compan-~ 
ions stand by the mutual pact, Nationalism could have actually become} 
the remedy for all the pain of the masses. But it didn't happen. It ‘ 
doubtedly was good that National Conference came into existence 
around ten years earlier from now, and even better that the incorrigib 
‘Kashmiri Gandhi’ was quick to reveal his true face before the Mus 
lims... National conference didn’t even formally exist when Sheikh Ab ‘ 
dullah, first of all, met Pandit Nehru in Delhi, and after reaching La ” 
hore during his return started singing songs of praise for Congress q 
through his statements published in a newspaper “Tribune”. His prams ; 
tice of issuing statements in praise of Congress continued...” ” 
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ther Bitterness in Relations between Chowdary Ab 
i Sheikh Abdullah a nnias 


Because of the deliberate silence by the members of National con- 
ference despite the protest by Muslim Conference group in Assembly 
during the passing of Arms Act (by virtue of which Hindu Rajputs 
were given the permission to keep arms and ammunition) and an act 
related to Hindi language, severe rifts developed between Chowdary 
Ghulam Abbas and Sheikh Abdullah. Upon the public pressure and 
according to the demands of the changing times, Chowdary Ghulam 
Abbas was compelled to announce the revival of the Muslim Confer- 
ence, Muslim leaders from the Jammu region assured their full sup- 


port to them and stood by them until they were sent to Occupied 
Kashmir (Azad Kashmir). 


The Second Visit to Doda Region by Chowdary Abbas 
and His Companions 


Chowdary Abbas again visited the areas of Jammu after 1942 AD 
and also gave a new lease of life to the Movement of Muslim Conference 
in its far-flung areas. He writes of this visit as: “It happened again bep 
cause of the remoteness of the area, an abundance of natural beauty and 
love bestowed by the people that we spent a lot of time in Kishtwar, 
Bhadarwah and Doda during our visit. Now the atmosphere of this re- 
mote region was such that not only men but women and children also 
were seen lost in unseen devotion of Quaid-e-Azam [lit.: The Great 
Leader] charged with the spirit of Pakistan. In fact, there was not a single 
peak left in the entire region that didn’t echo pro-Pakistan slogans.” 

A. R. Sagar also accompanied him during this visit. He writes about 
his relations with Sheikh Sahib as: “Since 1931 to 1940 AD, we 
worked together on the same platform for the same goal with the same 
spirit, to the extent that we would literally sit, stand, think or even act 
almost together during those days and it is quite strange that over this 
Period we never saw any clash between us in terms of principles or 
even trivial matters... It must be remembered that in addition to this 


weakness (the fear of being jailed) he also had a lot of other political 
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shortcomings like other political workers of the world. But it is ales 
truth that his positive side is also very important at its own place and. 
so long as he was alive in his political capacity from our point of view, 
his person was the owner of many prominent qualities. The unforty.’ 
nate thing was that a mere single ‘prostration’ of Sheikh at the door of 
the ‘Brahmin’ made him totally worthless. He left the world of Islam 
but for his own expediencies, didn’t leave India. Let’s see now, despite” 
enjoying the personal regards of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, when does | 
India leave him next. This event would be worth-seeing and indeed an ~ 
admonitory one...” 91 3 
It is evident that this prophecy of Chowdary Ghulam Abbas Sahib“ 
turned true word by word in August 1953 and all the proceeding cir- 
cumstances proved this event to be worth-seeing and indeed worth 
learning from. ; 
Chowdary Abbas ends his autobiography by these heart-wrenching _ 
words; 
“During the era of our last imprisonment, many revolutions, both: 
pleasant as well as unpleasant took birth in the state. Pakistan was) 
formed. Holi [Hindu sprin g festival also known as ‘Festival of colours] 
was celebrated by the blood of Muslims in Western Punjab and the 
state of Jammu and Kashmir. Although I didn’t personally witness this | 
bloodbath by my own eyes, I however, captured within the four walls 
of my jail, kept on suppressing my agony upon hearing the noise of the 
fired bullets by the killers, the last cries of the oppressed at death, futile 
moans and plaints of the innocent virgins before getting kidnapped, by 
my own ears... in no capacity but that of a helpless captive. It was in the ' 
same last era of our imprisonment that the Freedom Movement for 
Kashmir started and when: 
chatey aseer to badla huva zamana tha’ sth 

“When the prisoners were released, the era had completely transformed. 4 


The Role of the Jammu Region During the Freedom 
Movement in the Eyes of Balraj Puri 


Although some information and content has been cited ia pall 
chapters of this book from the biographies of Comrade Krishan 4 


various 
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Sethi, Chowdary Ghulam Abbas and Ghulam Rasool Azad regarding 
the Freedom movements run from Jammu, a need for further research 
on the subject has always been felt. Driven by this ‘unsaid realization’ 
one of the renowned protagonist of human tights in Jammu, bold and 
fearless journalist and social worker Mr Balraj Puri, who himself partice 
ipated in various developments of the Freedom movement in its early 
days, has published a detailed review in “Kashmir Times” dated 16¢ 
August 2007. Some of its excerpts are quoted below for the interest of 
the readers and meeting the demands of the History: 

“Meanwhile enormous work has been done on the Freedom Move- 
ment of Kashmir region by foreign, Indian and Kashmiri scholars. Jam- 
mus role, indeed conspicuous by its complete absence from such work. 
To my mind, there is no greater injustice to the region than the blank 
pages on the Freedom Movement of Jammu. Forget the Folk Heroes of 
Jammu, Poonch, and Doda like Mian Dedo, Bawa Jittoo, Shams Wali 
and Teg Singh. Forget the immortal contribution in the fields of art, 
music, and culture. We have forgotten our entire heritage...” 

“...To talk about the issue of freedom movement of the state. Who 
was its founder in the state? It was Mahatma Budh Singh who resigned 
from, what was then, a Prestigious post of Deputy Commissioner and 
founded the first political party of the state namely, the Kisan Mazdoor 
Party in 1925 AD, fourteen years before the National Conference came 
into being with almost similar demands that he had raised.” 

“He along with Chowdary Ghulam Abbas took the initiative of 
persuading Sheikh Abdullah to convert the Muslim Conference into 
a secular National Conference and extended its activities to Jammu. 
Under an unwritten gentlemanly agreement, the leadership was to 
rotate between the two regions. But the Kashmiri leaders failed to 
honour the agreement. For the National leadership, Sheikh Abdullah 
was obviously a bigger catch. Jammu leaders did not get any support 
from it. However, the coming of Sheikh Abdullah under the control 
of National leadership was a big achievement for it. Though the Na- 
tional Conference was recognized as the state branch of Indian Na- 
tional Congress, Jammu unit of the Congress continued to function. 


Chowdary Muhammad Shafi was its most popular leader. Under its 
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banner, the Quit India Movement was launched in Jammu on Au. 
gust 9, 1942 AD by few of us. The movement went unnoticed j 
Kashmir valley. In Mirpur, a galaxy of leaders like Raja Muhamma 
Akbar, Haji Wahab Din, Abdul Khaliq Ansari, Master Roshan Laf 
and K.D. Sethi kept the banner of the Freedom Movement aloft. Ij 
Poonch, Ghulam Qadir Banday was the undisputed leader of th 
Secular Forces.. 

“One of the liddbiagke of the Freedom Movement was the Kisag 
Movement of Chenani with the slogan of ‘land to the tiller’. Apart fron 
many male leaders like Moti Ram Bhaigra, Lala Jagan Nath, A ai 
Nath Sharma, and Mistri Shafi, it threw up an outstanding women 
leader called Naratoo. She was one of the leaders of the movement 
which led to the mass migration of peasants of Chenani and Udhs nt 
pur.. 


wartime de euhcube was Te by an Action Committee of which 
pal Dutt Mangi was the President and Allah Rakha Sagar, the Gene : 
Secretary. In a police firing in Jammu on a protest demonstration, | 
which I witnessed, four Muslims and three Hindus were killed. As edi- 3 
tor of a weekly, I had covered the entire agitation and have a full record | 
of all the martyrs. But nobody wants to remember them. In fact laren, 
as the President of the Jammu Provincial National Conference, I traced’ ¢ 
the graves of the Muslim martyrs and every year my workers offered 
prayers for them. However, it stopped when I was expelled from the 2 
party on unknown grounds. Another name that needs to be remem- 
bered is of Comrade Dhanwantri of Jammu, the only person from the | 4 
state who was a colleague of Bhagat Singh and was sentenced to the | : 
Andaman Jail for his activities.” i 
After elaborating the praiseworthy role of Sant Teg Singh in the” q 
Freedom Movement, Mr Bal Raj Puri writes: q 
“Lam in no sense minimizing the well-recorded achievement of the 
freedom movement of Kashmir region, but it would promote mucual 
trust and respect between the two main regions of the state if Jammus 
role in the Freedom Movement is also recognized,”*! 


e 
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Reimprisonment of Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah in 
Bhadarwah Jail 


Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah was detained in various jails on the 
charges of sedition. He was imprisoned four times since 1931 AD to 
1934 AD in Hari Parbat Fort and Central Jail Srinagar. And the fifth 
time, he along with his comrades was put into custody at Bahu Fort 
Jammu and Bhadarwah Jail from 29" September 1938 AD to 29" Feb- 
ruary 1939 AD. He was released in February 1939 from Bhadarwah 
Jail. Later during his sixth imprisonment, he was confined in Badami 
Bagh Srinagar, Bahu Fort Jammu and Bhadarwah Jail from 20% May 
1946 AD to 1* October 1947 AD, and was later again released from 
Bhadarwah Jail. 

As a result of the policies of Maharaja Hari Singh and political 
movement in India and Kashmir, political activities also started in Bha- 
darwah around 1930 AD and a unit of Muslim Conference was also 
formed here. At the time, Sheikh Sahib was also associated with Muse 
lim Conference. 

On 8" August 1933 AD, some Muslims of Bhadarwah town carried 
a procession on the release of Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah. Reacting 
sharply to the Muslim slogans, the Hindu population also organized a 
procession on Janmashtami [annual Hindu festival that celebrates the 
birth of Krishna], i.e. on 13" August the same year. These two proces- 
sions gave the political activity a communal colour and consequently, 
the relationship between the two communities became unpleasant. 
False rumours, cases, and other issues were raised by one community 
against the other. The main among them were as below: 

1: A false theft case was registered in Police Station Bhadarwah 
against Pt. Anand Koul (the uncle of the writer, and Range Officer in 
the Forest department), on 14-5-1933 by one Nawab Din shopkeeper, 
which was taken as the first mischief by a mischief monger against an 
honourable citizen. en 

2: In August 1933 AD above mentioned slogans and procession in- 
creased the communal feeling. Seeing this trend of events Mr Dilawar 
Baksh, General Secretary and Ghulam Rasool, President local unit of 
Muslim conference tendered their resignations. 
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3: In 1934 AD (April-May) a civil disobedience movement was ini. 
tiated by Ghulam Rasool and Ghulam Ahmad Ganai, and the speeches 
delivered by them were full of abuses against the local and State Go ic 
officials including Chief Minister and Inspector General of Police, ; 
agitation had Muslim overtone, like the one in Kashmir and elsewhere 
in the State. However, there were appeals for a joint Hindu Muslim. 
Struggle against the government also. 4 

“Strong action by Govt. against Ghulam Rasool Malik and Rasool. 
Malik in respect of abolishing his Zaildarship and forest contract was 
contemplated. Accordingly, an assurance by Ghulam Rasool Malik and’ 
Rasool Malik was given in writing on behalf of Muslims of Bhadarwah 
that they will remain loyal to His Highness and maintain the tradition= 
al harmony.” : 

“Around Feb 1936 AD, Parnala spring became a place of controver- | 
sy and dispute between the two communities. The man behind the 
high tempers as per the official records was one Mr Abdul Rehman, bs 


petition writer. The case was decided by Judiciary and some persons 


connected with the case were also convicted. But peace was restored 
only when the case was compromised between the two communi- 
ties.”4) 

However, a lot of local political trends changed between the years 
1932 AD to 1945 AD and the traditional harmony between the two” 
communities was again restored. The trends took the shape of a secular 
front, as a result of which Malik Ghulam Rasool succeeded as the first 
representative from Bhadarwah in Praja Sabha elections against oe 
vanter Singh Salathia, held in the year 1945 AD. Malik Ghulam ae 
was himself a rich, cheerful, visionary and charitable person. People 


held him in high esteem. 


Fast Changing Political Activities in the State 


On the other hand, the conditions of Kashmir kept changing oa 
fast pace. When the president of All India Muslim League nee 
Ali Jinnah came to Kashmir in 1945 AD along with his wae? fill 
Abdullah in the capacity of its President welcomed him on b latent 
National Conference in his welcome address. However, 2 few days!" 


ke 
b 
y 
f. 
i 
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idzological differences rose between Sheikh Sahj : 
soe Sahib 
which distas ced them apart and Jinnah Sahib returned fine cra 
Kashmit, As has been mentioned before, in the elections of 1945, 80 % 
eats were won by Muslim Conference, as 2 resulr of which ria ‘ 
icwricken government of Maharaja Hari Singh imposed ace 
on ail kinds of political activity. When the leaders of the Muslim Cont 
fecence tried te defy these restrictions, all its leaders and workers were 
imprisoned in jails in the year 1946 without any legal trials. The mem- 
ters of the Muslim Conference in Jammu region who incurred the 
displeasure of the Kak administration included Chowdary Abbas, A. R. 
Sagar among many others. During the same time, National Conference 
also withdrew its support to the government and started the Quit Kash- 
mir movement. Speeches were delivered and processions were taken 
out from many places against the Maharaja and his Prime Minister 
Ram Chand Kak. In response to it, all the leaders of the National Con- 
ference were captivated and put behind bars that included Sheikh Sa- 
hib, Moulana Masoodi, Sardar Budh Singh, Mirza Afzal Beigh, Sham 
Laj Saraf, Sanat Singh Teg, D. P. Dhar including hundreds of its work- 
ets from the valley; and also Comrade Trilok Chand of Mirpur, Krishan 
Dev Sethi and other representatives who were a part of the Freedom 
movement and kept enduring the hardships of imprisonment. All of 
this happened merely to crush this mass movement. 

Ic was only in the year 1947 AD when Mohi-ud-din Qarra formed a 
secret council and kept running it underground. He also came to Bha- 
darwah in the guise of a labourer and kept working in that capacity 
during the renovation of Bhadarwah fort. As such, while repeating with 
himself “Karra chus, kya kare” (1 am Qarra, what should I do?) [4it.: 1am 
an insignificant entity, what is possible in my hands!], he kept seeking 
suggestions from Sheikh Abdullah going in and out of the jail. These 
Kashmiri words have become proverbial and are still popular among the 
people of Bhadarwah. Sheikh Sahib was serving his three-year sentence 
in the jail those days. The staff of the jail ures a facilitate ar- 
fanging these meetings of Qarra Sahib with BD i Ace iis 

After the visit of Gandhiji to Kashmir in July re 
sequent meeting with Maharaja Bahadus, Ram Chand Kak was 
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missed and Sheikh Sahib after being released from Bhadarwah jail was 
taken to Badami Bagh Srinagar on 1* October 1947. Prime Minister. 
Janak Singh met him. During the same time, a revolt also started in: 
Poonch. Maharaja Hari Singh reached Jammu the same night via 
Banihal. Jammu had by then become entirely empty of its Muslim pop- 
ulation. As has been mentioned before that during the struggle for 
Freedom Movement of Kashmir, all the intellectuals and other leaders 
from almost all the areas of Jammu region i.e. Doda, Poonch, Rajouri_ 
etc. and Mirpur also had extended their full support to it. These per- = 
sons included Chowdary Ghulam Abbas, A. R. Sagar, Raja Muham-= 
mad Akbar Khan, Sardar Budh Singh, Comrade Krishan Dev Sethi, 
Moulana Abdullah, Haji Wahab-ud-din and his numerous supporters; 
and Khaleel Ahmad Kichloo from Doda, Ghulam Baghwan from 
Kishtwar, Pir Yahya Shah and his many supporters; Munshi Ghulam’ 
Rasool Malik from the senior leaders from Bhadarwah, Chowdary. 
Ghulam Ahmad Ganai, Munshi Dilawar Baksh Qureshi; and the yo ng. 
leaders from here including Ghulam Muhammad Najar, Sheikh Ghu- 
lam Muhammad, Abdul Gani Goni, Saif-ud-din Khan, Sheikh Ib A 
him; and also some leaders of Bhalesa. These leaders had started a very. 
strong movement against the feudal system, forced labour, extortionists 
and corrupt officers. After some time, as a result of the transformation: 
of Muslim Conference into National Conference, this movement was. 
joined in by many Non-Muslims as well. And in the words of Comrade: 
Krishan Dev Sethi: “This group had now become the voice of the hard 
toiling masses.” In addition to the above-mentioned names, leaders like” 
Pt. Dev Raj, Comrade Trilok Chand, Master Roshan Lal, Comrade” 
Devi Chand, Somnath Chada, and Moti Ram Beghdah, etc. grantee” 
further strength to this movement while some Pandit leaders from 
Kashmir had already become a part of this Movement.” x 
‘The reason why Chowdary Ghulam Abbas and Allah Rakha Sagat 
and many other leaders gtew fed up and rejoined Muslim Conference @ 
has been written about by Comrade Sethi as follows: a 
yaa ere people from among them parted way from — 
ctunihiieti teedom movement and joined Muslim Conferen? . 
under the leadership of Chowdary Ghulam Abbas: but . 
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is the dominating leadership of Kashmir and not they (the parted lead- 
ers) that were responsible or guilty for doing so, which restricted its 
boundaries to Kashmiri speaking people only and would never bring 
any non-Kashmiri leader into their confidence...” In this connection, 
he has mentioned of a meeting with Bakshi Sahib after his and Moula- 
na Jandalvi's release from the jail at a time when Bakshi Ghulam Mu- 
hammad was appointed to continue the Quit Kashmir Movement out- 
side the state during his stay at Lahore, by which he wanted to arrange 
for the inclusion of Tehreek-i-Hurriyat and Mujahids of Poonch into 
National conference. Because of his inattention and intense hostility, 
Bakshi Sahib failed to benefit from this golden opportunity, in fact 
“there couldn't have been any other reason for such behaviour but that 
the Kashmiri leadership didn’t want to share their power with any in- 
fluential Muslim leaders from Jammu, so as to exercise their full mo- 
nopoly over the leadership.”04 

Despite the appeal of Chowdary Ghulam Abbas to be included into 
National Conference, he was seen with suspicion. This was why, when 
the government came into the hands of National Conference the active 
Muslim Conference leaders in Jammu region who were passing their 
days in imprisonment during the riots were released on 28th February 
1948 AD and subsequently sent to Sialkot via Suchitgadh along with 
many like-minded remaining Muslims, and in their exchange Brigadier 
Gunsara Singh and Thakur Suh Dev Singh were brought here. 

Despite the fact that the Muslim Majority of District Doda support- 
ed only the Muslim Conference as usual and the organization was 
strongly reinforced by the Bhadarwahi leadership, yet after its disinte- 
gration and transformation into National Conference, most of the 
leaders of the place didn’t turn towards National Conference for a pict 
y long time. However, after June 1948 AD a new leadership of this 
organization started developing here off and on at the local level that 
included Malik Ghulam Rasool, Khwaja Ghulam Rasool Azad, Abdul 
Aziz Khan, Kotwal Chuni Lal, Abdu! Gani Goni, Ghulam Muhammad 
Sheikh, Sheikh Muhammad Ibrahim, Khwaja Ghulam Muhammad 
Daand, Bishember Razdan, Mujahid Ghulam Muhammad, Munshi 
Anwar Abdul-hai-khateeb, Ghulam Ahmad Mullah, Haji Ghulam Qa- 
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dir Ganai, Sultan Ganai, Babu Ghulam Qadir, Din Muhammad 
among many others who kept joining in. Many of them parted th 
selves away at the breaking up of Plebiscite Front while others | 
joined the Congress party. 
Comrade Krishan Dev Sethi further writes: “I consider it wo: 
mentioning that this matter is utterly lamentable that all the 
from the Kashmir valley who have written the history of Fre 
Movement have started it from the valley and ended it there itself. 
role played by Jammu in this movement has utterly been negle 
Particularly, the area covering Mirpur, Poonch, Muzaffarabad, and Ré 
jouri...” 7) 
About the services rendered by Majlis-e-Ahrar, Comrade § 
writes as follows: 3 
“It is also disappointing that despite the huge role played by Me 
lis-e-Ahrar in the Freedom Movement of Jammu and Kashmir, com 
scious attempts are made not to bring in the mention of their 
However, the truth is that without the part played by the Majlis-e- 
rar, the history of the Freedom Movement of Kashmir is incomplete.” 
“During the 1930s, not only Kashmiri leaders but also a galaxy of 
leaders from unclassified Jammu and Kashmir existed in the Muslim — 
Conference at Jammu. The truth is that the majority of the prominent 
leaders of this organization belonged to Jammu who intensely fought 
against the autocratic rule. Chowdary Ghulam Abbas started his polit- 
ical life as a young rebel from Jammu. He revived “Young Men's Asso- 
ciation” in 1922 AD which was earlier founded in 1909 AD. He be- 
came the president of this organization in 1924. He was one of the 


leading figures in the Freedom Movement in Srinagar in the year 1931 
AD.”88 


The Influence of Freedom Movement on 
Teacher's Association 

In his autobiography “Jid-o-Jahd’, Khwaja Ghulam Rasool Azad 
while discussing the oppression and unjustified behaviour of the govs 
ernment towards the teachers, writes: “Jammu and Kashmir Teacher's 
association also took an active part in this Movement because teachers 
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had become the target of the Kak administration.” Whereas Sheikh 
Muhammad Abdullah was known as “Baagi Abdullah” (Rebel Abdul- 
ah) among the members of the government, Azad Sahib was on the 
other hand also known as “Baagi Azad” (Rebel Azad). He was the Re- 
‘onal President of this organization and he had called for a strike from 
10 Magar 2003 Vikrami (around November 1946 AD) in the entire 
region for attaining the rights of the teachers, as a result of which a 
complete strike was observed at various places in the schools. Conse- 
quently, all the members of the Action Committee of the Association 
were suspended. They included Azad Sahib, Dev Dath Mengi, Pt. Kant, 
Chowdary Kareem Baksh including many other members. 

On the other hand, student leaders also supported the teachers by 
taking part in the strike and bore lathis. These young students included 
Balraj Puri, Comrade Krishan Dev Sethi, Comrade Jagdish Raj and 
Shri Ved Bhesan besides many other students. All of them were fined 
also. “All the political parties and Sabha societies published posters in 
support of the strike that included members of the National Confer- 
ence; Pt. Premnath Dogra, President Praja sabha; Captain Nasruddin, 
President Anjuman-e-Islamia; Sardar Ibrahim, leader of Muslim Con- 
ference and also Chowdary Hamidullah.” 

“The Freedom Movement in the country was at its peak those days 
and in parallel to it ran the freedom movement that had been started to 
get rid of the autocratic rule of the Maharaja within the state. This is 
why the Movement by Teacher's Association was influenced by those 
two Movements...” 99! 

Teachers from Bhadarwah supported the movement whole-hearted- 
ly. The office of National Conference in the valley was in Mujahid 
Manzil while as it was nominally working in Jammu. Moti Ram Baigra 
was its President while Nazir Hussain Samnani was its Secretary. Pt. 
Tarlochan Dutt was selected as the Office Secretary while others as the 
members, Besides this handful of people, others were either associated 
with Muslim Conference or the government or were allies of the Hindu 
Maha Sabha.” 

There was no trace of the National Conference in District Doda. 
However, this organization had surfaced as a political power in District 
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Mirpur under the patronage of Raja Muhammad Akb 

Budh Singh was also an active member of this ‘eae Satday 
Krishan Dev Sethi was twice sent to Jail who was a Comrade 
1947 AD. in Octo, 


Formation of National Conference in Bhadarwah 


In his autobiography ‘Sid-o-Jaba’, Khwaja Ghulam Rasool Aa 
writes about the formation as: “I stayed at Bhadarwah until Jun 
in connection with some rehabilitation work. During th, ‘ iis 
: . I the same time 
after my release from the Jail the election for the first committee 2¢ 
3 A ; ttee of 
Tehsil National Conference was held, in which Malik Ghulam Rasoo| 
was selected to be the President and I was selected as the secret Af 
putt . : ary. Alter 
having a discussion with the President, I founded an office and selected 
Abdul Aziz Khan as the Office Secretary. Our first task was to fom 
committees in every village of Bhadarwah. Through these committees, 
we started a Movement of Political Awakening within the inhabitants 
of these villages. We strengthened the mutual brotherhood so as to 
complete the rehabilitation works.“ because of our reassurances and 
hard work of the Village committees all the Hindus and Muslims got 
settled in their respective homes. A strong structure of National Con- 
ference was thus established in the region in the form of Village, Halga 
and Tehsil Committees.” 


Formation of Praja Parishad in Jammu Region 


Praja Parishad was formed in Jammu in the March 1948 = i. 
gradually its branches were established at Tehsil Headquarters on 
er Halqas. Comrade Krishan Dev writes about this ci 

“... Along with our activities; when a group of o a 
communal elements grew up, they assembled together to 10" 
known as Praja Parishad. It consisted of the voluntects © co some 
Swaym Sevak Singh, jagirdars, landlords, money lenders 
devotees of the Maharaja. They had met a severe blow as! olution ° 
end of the dynastic rule, the Agrarian Reforms Act, ound. Pr 
money lending and, the fresh secular air that blew 4 ¢ Mini 
shad under their slogan “One Constitution, on¢ pap 
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= Flag” started an agitation across the entire Facer! eat 
on of the agitation was the restoration of the dynastic rule, e abolie 
pore f the Agrarian Reforms Act and laws of money lending, and the 
tion hment of Hindu rule. This agitation enjoyed support from comp 
od conservative elements from across the country besides the 
reo conservatives. Bakshi Ghulam Muhammad was also encouraging 
- agitation behind the curtains. At some places, the agitation also 
took a violent turn. In the ensuing clashes between the police and the 
agitators, bullets were also fired at many places that resulted in the 
death of many people while injuring others. The effect of this agitation 
was mostly limited to a part of Sawarn’ Hindus. It was because of their 
limited influence among the elite class that during the Municipality 
elections of Jammu in 1956 AD, Praja Parishad had to face defeat while 
National Conference won by a clear majority. Again in the Assembly 
elections of 1957 AD, it could manage to bag only 5 seats of the total 
31 from Jammu region.”!#) 

During the same turn of events, Dr Shyam Prasad Mukherjee who 
was the President of Bharatiya Jana Sangh also came to this place from 
India in support of the agitation. He was subsequently arrested and he 


also passed away in the state. His death further worsened the situation 
and the Movement got intensified. 


Impact of the Movement of Praja Parishad on 
District Doda 


The movement by Praja Parishad also strongly impacted the areas of 
Kish 


twar, Ramban, and Bhadarwah falling in erstwhile Doda. Praja 
Parishad was also formed in Bhadarwah around 1950 AD. In the be- 


ginning of 1953 AD (when the writer was appointed there as a teacher) 
in Ramban town, police opened fire on the enraged procession which 
resulted in the on- 


: spot death of probably two persons while others were 
- injured, Similarly, processions and rallies were also taken out in 
hadarwah for a long time and once it so happened that between the 
Present day Girls Higher secondary school and the office of Forest De- 
ae 2 women procession that had come from Choubiya were 
twith heavy Lathi Charge, Even after the incident happened, peo- 


|376| The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


ple continued taking out these processions and getting arrested Lead 
ers in Bhadarwah who were active in the Praja Parishad Movement a 
cluded Korwal Kripa Ram, Kotwak Devi Dayal, Kotwal Dire ea 
Kotwal Swami Raj Vakil, Swami Raj Katil, Badri Nath Bhal, Gor) Nand: 
of Chunri, Roop Chand Chouhan and many other villagers, tates : 
movement was also joined by Narain Das Bhagat. In the year 1953 AD, 
first Muslim of the state Sheikh Abdul Rehman joined Praja Parish; i 
and also emerged as its good spokesperson. The list of people associated 
with this organization is very long. 


Communal Riots in the Sub-Continent (India-Pakistan) 


As has been mentioned before that Sheikh Abdullah and his cole 
leagues were released from the Bhadarwah jail on 29 September 1947 
AD, when prior to it on 14* and 15" August 1947 AD, the country 
had become both independent and then divided. Before gaining inde- 
pendence, the entire sub-continent had unfortunately been engulfed by. 
communal riots. These riots had started “on 16% August 1946 AD, the © 
day of Muslim league's “Direct Action” from Calcutta and ir spread to ; 
East Bengal’s area of Nawakhali, then from Bihar to Western Border 
regions and after passing through Punjab finally reached Delhi. Al- 
though Delhi was the capital of Independent India that also became 
the center of New Government yet severe Hindu-Muslim communal 
tiots didn’t spare it too. These riots stopped only by the “martyrdom of 
Mahatma Gandhi on 30 January 1948 AD, although the echoes . 
these riots kept reverberating in some places of the country for a os 
time.” The riots flared up because of this division or independence 9 a 
affected the Jammu region. Maharaja Hari Singh on 26 October | 4 , 
AD annexed the state to India — Maharaja Hari Singh se 
“Stand Still Agreement” to both the countries of India and P Tei 
which was rejected by India. However, Maharaja signed oe : abet 
with Pakistan which continued until 26 October. On 1! ae Kak 
1947 AD, Maharaja dismissed the Prime Minister Ram Chan 
from his official designation.”! 

Comrade Krishan Dev Sethi has mentioned of these 
ography “ Yad-i-Rafta” in the following words: 


riots in his OF 
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“After my release from the jail in October 1947 AD, tremendous 
changes had taken place. India and Pakistan had come into existence 
as two separate countries. All the sub-continent was engulfed by the 
riots. The era of viciousness and barbarity had started. Non-Muslims 
were openly being slain in Pakistan, children were being slaughtered, 
old and young were being killed, women raped, and properties looted. 
Houses were being razed. And all of this was happening in the name 
of Islam, in the name of a religion that spread the message of peace and 
prosperity in the entire world, whose God is the Lord of the entire 
Universe and Prophet, the mercy upon all creation. The situation was 
just the same in India as well, where Muslims were being cut and 
killed, women were being widowed; children, youth and aged men 
were getting sliced like vegetables. All of this was being done in the 
name of Hinduism, whose basic philosophy is “Ahimsa Parmo Dhars 
ma” {Sanskrit phrase. Lit.: Non-violence is the ultimate Dharma] that 
even considers killing an ant a sin and whose ideal goal is Global peace. 
In short, barbarianism and brutality of the ancient ages were rampant 
everywhere.” 

While considering Congress and Muslim league as responsible for 
this state of affairs, Comrade Krishan Dev Sethi Sahib further writes: 

“— Both are responsible for this state of affairs. This situation was an 
inevitable outcome of the atmosphere created by both for their political 
motives.” 

Discussing the secular nature of Jinnah Sahib, he writes: 

“— After the formation of Pakistan, while speaking in Pakistan Con- 
stitutional Assembly he had even gone further in saying that there 
shouldn't be any question of Hindu, Muslim or Sikhs in Pakistan 
henceforth and we all must think as Citizens of Pakistan. The leaders of 
Congress like Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru would always 
advocate the beliefs of secularism and preach non-religious politics. — 

© sum total of the overall atmosphere that they weaved during ten 
— Prior to 1947 AD and their decision of dividing the country on 
a 8tounds was the underlying reason for the conditions 
ae in 1947 AD. These leaders of Congress and Muslim league 

© exonerated from the destruction and devastation that rocked 
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during that period. In fact, the truth is; it was they who were fundaé 
mentally responsible for all these horrifying events.”"**! 


Impact of the Division of the Sub-Continent on 
Jammu and Kashmir 


Comrade Sethi has sketched the impact of the division of thel 
sub-continent on Jammu and Kashmir in the following words: “The 
overall situation of the sub-continent also impacted the state of Jam- 
mu and Kashmir. Riots started here particularly in the Hindu domi- 
nated areas of Jammu region where Muslims were given the same 
treatment as Hindus were facing in the rest of India in turn, and also 
in the Muslim dominated areas where non-Muslims were treated the 
same way as in Pakistan. However, the example of communal harmo- 
ny that the inhabitants of the valley had displayed was indeed 
worth-praising and would be remembered till eternity. In this back- 
drop, after my release from the jail; 1 witnessed by my own eyes the 
funeral of the legacy of my political life until then, and just kept 
wringing my hands in regret.” 

It is also worth mentioning that during this time two and a half 
thousand Hindu refugees from Rawalpindi, Muzaffarabad, and Northa | 
western border areas had reached Kashmir, who were not only protecte 
ed by all the local Muslims of the valley like other native Hindus but 
also offered hospitality to them in every possible way. It is said that : 
many of them including some other business Hindu families of the 
valley were safely escorted by the Kashmiri carters to Jammu city and 
its suburbs despite the prevailing dangerous conditions in Jammu. But 
unfortunately, these carters were allegedly killed along their way to Nag 
grota on their way back from Jammu. Refugees travelling from fo : 
to Srinagar were also made targets of the bullets and swords along “- 
the local Muslim population. Some high ranking officials were ri 
killed in this caravan. An emergency Government made by Sheikh ial 
dullah also left no stone unturned for ensuring the safety of the i“ 

population in the valley and safeguarded all of them from the —- 5 
of the tribal attackers. However, during all of this both ae a 
Muslim communities suffered some damages at the hands of these 


Bes 
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cers. The credit for maintaining peace and order in the 
ya to National Conference besides the local Population, pes 
vation WaS continuously hailed by the leaders across the world for this 
historical role,” 

Renowned Journalist Anuradha Beshan Jamwal writes about it as: 

“The conditions in Jammu region took a totally different turn. & 
against all che other parts of the state, Hindus and Sikhs were more in 
number here in comparison to Muslims; and within a period of about 
eleven weeks starting in August, systematic Savageries, similar to those 
already launched in East Punjab and in Patiala and Kapurthala, par- 
ticularly eliminated the entire Muslim element in the population, 
amounting to 500,000 people. About 200,000 just disappeared, te- 
maining untraceable, having presumably been killed or died from in- 
tense cold or epidemics. The rest fled destitute to West Punjab.”7! 

He saw “a mad orgy of Dogra violence against unarmed Muslims 
(that) should put any self-respecting human being to shame’ I saw 
armed bands of ruffians and soldiers shooting down and hacking to 
pieces helpless Muslim refugees heading towards Pakistan, Along the 
way, I saw government agents freely distributing arms and ammunition 
among Dogras. From the hotel room in Jammu, where I was impris- 
oned; I saw 26 villages burning all together in just one night and while 
all through the night rattling of fire of automatic weapons could be 
heard from the surrounding refugee camps.” 

“— Communal violence that had gtipped Jammu was not at all 
one-sided, A huge chunk of Hindus and Sikhs had also been killed in 
some places of this region. Particularly Rajouri, Mirpur and in those 
areas which are now under the control of Pakistan but this deliberate 
and glaring attempt by the State force according to which the oppres- 
sion and killings of Muslims at their hands were encouraged, was a 
truth even more shocking.”"™! 

Aseer Kishtwari in his famous book “Focus On Jammu and Kash- 
mit” (page 256) mentions the horror of these incidents as: “ While the 

hmiris stood like a wall against the advancement of tribal invaders 
and a ray of light became visible to Gandhiji in Sheikh Muhammad 
Abdullah’ slogan ‘Hindu Muslim Etihad [lit.: Hindu-Muslim Unity), 
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the Muslim minority in various parts of Jammu region, particularly the 
city of Jammu had plunged into the darkness of communal riots whid 
had engulfed Punjab and other areas of Indo-Pak territories. M 
families were ruined and people in large number migrated to Pakistan 
A number of fleeing people were massacred by the Communal force 
under the nose of administration. The young girls kidnapped from th 
Jammu city included a lovely daughter of Chowdary Ghulam Abb 

who himself was languishing in Central Jail Srinagar. The Hindu mid 
grants from Mirpur and other border areas flooded into the City 
Temples where death dance was a common affair. The communal riot 
throughout the Jammu region wreaked havoc and brought on unprec 
edented devastation.” 


Sheikh Abdullah as a Nominated Prime Minister 


On 27% October 1947 AD, according to some terms laid in the In 
strument of Accession by Governor General of India, Maharaja Hat 
Singh after agreeing to it appointed Sheikh Abdullah as the Prime Min 
ister to combat the emergency situation of the state. The volunteers of 
Sheikh Abdullah had already committed themselves to go after the as 
sailants but after the entry of Indian forces into the valley, these volume 
teers helped these military contingents. ‘These volunteers by the 
of “National Guards” also came to the places of district Doda that v 
struck by these riots and greatly helped in restoring peace and order iff 
the area. Jammu region had already been engulfed by these riots beto 
the nomination of Sheikh Sahib and in the words of Comrade Krish 
Dev Sethi: “Because of Maharaja's fleeing away from Kashmir and fi 


Maharaja gained momentum. Maharaja denied signing any reform CO" 
ry laws made by the emergency administration under the leadership ™ 
Sheikh Abdullah.” ee 

“Hindu population in the valley was still safe and secure while M pi: 
lims were killed on communal lines in the Hindu dominated Jamamt” 
region. The credit for this nobility of the valley goes to Sheikh Abd 
and his associates.”"*¥ 
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rwah Engulfed in the Communal Riots 


erpetual living image of natural beauty, religious tolerance, 
d national unity, since ancient times, Bhadarwah has 
a famous place across the state. People living here 
would participate in the marriage ceremonies and also shared their 

and sorrow across faiths or religious boundaries, besides also par- 
is ting together in the local festivals. The participation of the other 
C aantdes in social functions had become a part of the ancient tra- 
dition and culture, and values like humanism, mutual empathy and 
love were mingled in the veins of every person. However, this enviable 
and exemplary breeze of peace and tranquillity didn’t take long to turn 
turbid and within no time, the poisonous storm of communal barbar- 
ity of the sub-continent first engulfed the Jammu city and its sur- 
roundings by its evil and then tore apart the age-old brotherhood, 
unity and mutual love of this place. Secondly, it also lit such a spark in 
the atmosphere of District Doda that every conscious and peace-lovp 
ing person’s head was put to shame. 

Aggrieved by various hardships, the surviving refugees of the Cham- 
ba state (present-day Himachal Pradesh) took refuge in Bhadarwah 
town and some of its suburbs while some others proceeded through 
various routes and took refuge in Illaqa Bhalesa. Because of their tradi- 
tional empathy and humanism, Bhadarwahi Muslims to their best cao 
Pacity provided them with temporary shelter in their homes and also 
hosted them.'! On the other hand, Rashtriya Sevak Sangh that includ- 
ed some semi-soldiers from the Dogtra army and in the words of Com- 
rade Krishan Dev Sethi: “ Semi-volunteers of Peace Brigade Organiza- 
ton were under its control.” This group along with some conservative 
elements of refugees that had come from Punjab unleashed a wholesale 
massacre in Jammu. Almost all the Muslims were wiped out from Dis- 
ae aan, District Kathua and District Udhampur and then the fo- 
be dh : fs plunderers turned to district Doda. Unfortunately, false 
cara . rumours added fuel to the fire and the entire populace 

cae ig homes and started marching towards safer areas. 
ing hese “same time, some armed rioters were seen openly display- 
mmunition on the roof of the first floor of the newly cone 


Bhada 
wees a 
thernood, 

ir considered as 
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f Lala Chhangu Shah and Karam Chand Kapoor whi 
et of Bhadarwah town. It was probably a 
krami (around the 2"! week of November 
along with some of his classmates an 
friends, was wandering in search of firewood in the forests of 
located above village Dareja; that suddenly flames leaped out from the 
said house. Within no time, a volley of bullets fired from the guns com- 
pelled us to drop our bundles of firewood right in the fields and run 
away. In the upper fields of Panj Chalan, the cries of our mothers could’ 
be heard who despite the rain of bullets were running towards us in the 
same frenzy. Nevertheless, we miraculously had a close shave; however 
nearby, the body of one of our classmates Ghulam Qadir who was an 
inhabitant of village Thanala (Athkhar) was found lying dead in a 
drainage channel, probably when returning to his home early in the 
morning. On the other hand in the city, heavy shelling continued from 
the burning home of Karam Chand Kapoor that resulted in the death: 
of Khwaja Anwar Ju, Rafu Gar (Forest guard) and Ghulam Ahmad 
Nanwai. Besides, Ghulam Muhammad Shorgadu was also murdered i 
Mohalla Khakhal who was a God-fearing and pious man. Within no 
time, the vicinity of Seeri market and some houses of Mohalla Qillah 
were also set on fire. When we reached our homes, they were crammed 
with refugees escaped from Mohalla Vasuk Dhera, Mohalla Sarafan and 
Seeri market, Mohalla Khkhal, etc. Bullets fired could be heard echoing 
from the Seeri market and the office of the Forest department in the 
one side to the mosque and the bus stand in the other. Some Hindu 
families migrated from Mohalla Qillah (mosque) towards Seeri market. 
Unfortunately, like the Indian subcontinent, our town also got divided - 
into two parts. In response to the these killings of the above-mention 
Muslims, some hooligans targeted one milkman J.C. Ram and Jamaet 
Ram, (a shopkeeper) by their swords. Both of the deceased were known 
to be very innocent, sociable and liberal-minded like their decease 
Muslim counterparts. The office of the Forest Department had virtual- 
ates an open war front which was commanded by sac 
me . . of Jammu who had been appointed as a D.FO after i 
ement from the Army. The government of Maharaja Hari Sing 


structed house o 
was located near Seeri mark 
Sunday, 4° Maghar 2004 Vi 
1947 AD) when the writer, 
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had already bestowed a lot of powers to him. He also possessed a .303 
rifle and also a cannon which he was putting to use. Some people from 
Sarol bagh and Bhadarwah town were helping him. The first target of 
his rifle was a Muslim refugee from Billawar. Some houses were also hit 
by the shelling. Pir Najm-ud-din Rafiqui and Muhammad Sultan 
Zargar were also injured after splinters from bullets hit them. 

A Tehsildar who was appointed in Bhadarwah those days was also 
from Jammu who along with some forces from the police station went 
to Bhadarwah fort from where they kept firing at the Bhadarwah town 
periodically. During the night some kind-hearted people of Mohalla 
Qillah are said to have lifted a lot of their Hindu brothers on their 
shoulders, especially old and frail; and escorted them safely to the 
boundaries of the fort while also accompanying children and women 
respectfully during the same night. This was how a lot of lives were 
saved. Unfortunately, a Hindu Sadhu (ascetic) who was firing from his 
double-barrelled rifle came into the hands of someone and was killed. 
Thus, a rifle albeit without bullets came under the hands of Muslims 
which was later seized by Dogra forces. The next day Mohinder Kotwal, 
the son of Zaildar Hari Singh was killed by some miscreant. Similarly, 
Shah Muhammad Khan of Gatha also fell to someone’s buller on 4 
Maghar 2004 Vikrami (around the 2™ week of November 1947 AD) 
while he was raising the white flag of peace on his rooftop. Numberdat 
Bhagi Ram of village Poneja was also killed by someone during the 
same night. It would be appropriate to mention here that some elderly 
people of Mohalla Masjid and Pasri entrusted the responsibility of safer 
guarding the temples of Pasti and Mohalla Qillah to some children 
while impressing on them the fact that Islam prohibits any sort of dam- 
age to religious places of other religions. This team also included the 
writer and some of his other friends. 

During the same conditions, a rumour spread that a former Army 
General, Dhanater Singh by name along with a contingent of Dogra 
forces; had now entered Marmat area via Sudh Mahadev while massa- 
“ring Muslims from Udhampur to Chenani along his way. It is a fact 
“hat Muslims were unarmed and neither were they allowed keeping any 
Weapon during the reign of Maharaja. Muslims were gripped in panic 
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upon hearing the news of the approaching forces, and abandoning their ; 
roperties, etc, immediately migrated towards Anantnag (Kashmir) 
and villages like Chaka, Poneja, Athkhar and Bhalesa of Bhadarwah | 
and Doda from the villages like Marmat area, Trown, Killar, Bhala, 
Seeri, Dranga, Kursari, Bhalara, Manua, Khalu, Nasaka, Gatha, Udra- : 
na, Dandi etc. Some Muslim families migrated towards Chinta and 
Charahala located in JanTrown; some assembled in village Jathani of 
Chinta; while others stayed in the village Bhoru, etc. of the same area 
against the assurance that they would be protected. But unfortunately 
all the Muslims assembled in the village Jathani were allegedly burnt 
alive whereas Qadir Joo Sheesha, some members of his family and some 
refugees from outside were also butchered to death at Bhoru. Some 
miscreants also mercilessly killed Kumar families of the adjacent village ’ 
along with Sikandar Malik and his children of village Chhani. The de- 
ceased also included one of my classmates, Abdul Aziz Kumar. Even the 
livestock within the homes was also burnt to death. The writer along _ 
with his parents, a brother and a sister was also residing at village 
Chhani until a few days before the riots erupted when his father 
used to work in Chinta school as a teacher. Had Jinab Ghulam Mu- © 
hammad Dand not taken us to Bhadarwah, we would have possibly 
met the same fate. I do not chink it appropriate to detail out all those 
incidents that were both heart-wrenching and condemnable. The prop- 
erties of the Muslims in the mentioned villages were set on fire while 
looting away their belongings. 

Similarly, in the Hindu minority areas, Hindu brothers were forced — 
to migrate towards forests in search of some safer places. Again, their 
properties and belongings were similarly looted. Their houses were set 
on fire. Some Hindus of Athkhar area and Poneja, etc. escaped towards 
the areas of Billawar, Bani etc. while some took refuge at village Melini 
in Dhumanduh on their way to Chinta area. 

The majority of the Hindu population of Bhalesa area left towards 
Chamba area during migration. A few Hindus were also killed in Bhale- 
sa by some miscreants. According to the details that Mr Ghulam Ra- 
sool Chowgani (Retd.), Block Education Officer Bhalesa, generously 
Provided to the writer about the matter; “a popular wrestler of Bhalesa, 
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Jumli by name, with the assistance of some Muslim young friends safe- 
ly escorted about fifteen Hindus (Mahashas) of hamlet Shakruh (Bata- 
tahh) who must not have been able to escape earlier, to the Chamba 
borders; and also took around 50-60 Thakurs of Mohra Jagsoon of 
village Pora in Kilhotran under his protection to protect them from any 
expected revengeful attack by the Muslim refugees who had come from 
Chamba and were staying there. After hiding these Hindus for three 
days at his place, he again helped them reach safely near Chamba bor- 
ders. Unfortunately, two three people of Chilli area and one person 
named Shab Nath of Village Pora got killed at the hands of some vio- 
lent refugee. Refugees who had come from Chamba were given refuge 
at various places of Bhalesa. Later, the inhabitants of Bhalesa also helped 
alot in rehabilitating the local residents returning from Chamba whose 
properties had been looted and houses destroyed.” Certainly, upright 
human values also demanded the same. The mutual brotherhood and 
unity displayed in Bhalesa even today are worth applauding. 

The communal riots that happened in Bhadarwah have also been 
mentioned by a local historian Jinab Nek Chand Kotwal in his famous 
book “Political and Cultural History of Bhadarwah, Kishtwar, and 
Doda” on page numbers 316-318. He writes: “It was 4° Maghar 2004 
Vikrami which near about comes 2" week of November 1947 AD. My 
mother had gone to a water mill for collecting four keeping all of us at 
home. At about 4 p.m. we heard the sound of blowing Shankh Nagara 
and Narsingha. This never made us frightened but we understood that 
something had happened. Though our relationship with local Muslims 
remained cordial during and after these happenings yet anything could 
happen in these conditions. Anyhow (my) mother returned safely... 
(But she) was very much perplexed as she had heard about starting of 
disturbances in the town and neighbouring vicinities. So she did not 


allow us to stay at that lonely place and shifted us to a nearby village 
Soongi during the night.” 


(P 


cace) Committees succeeded completely in Kishtwar and Doda, 
Where not a single untoward incident took place neither they allowed 
Ki loss of life and property. The Doda people had shown a rare exam- 
Ple of mutual trust and love. They decided not to allow any outsider to 
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enter the vicinity who could vitiate the local atmosphere and mutual | 
relation. A few Mullas from U.P. were organizing the Muslim commu-) 
nity to oust the Maharaja of Kashmir. Similarly, the R.S.S. was resisting | 
the move, whose members were also touring the areas as believed. In| 
this course, the people of Doda did a glaring adventure. They destroyed 

the bridge over Chenab at Pul Doda which was the only link with the 

outside world. So there remained peace in Doda and Kishtwar.” 

He further writes: “It is said that one Rajput, Dhanater Singh by | 
name, who was a military retired person of Tehsil Chenani, gathered | 
few musclemen and criminals and entered Ghoa, Marmat area (now in | 
Tehsil Doda) at the head of about fifty persons armed with weapons. ' 
About ten persons in the front would carry a big pipe of about 3” dia, ’ 
which they used as cannon. A party of drum beater would march ahead ; 
of the main group to frighten the populace that Dhanater Singh was , 
reaching. The entire Muslim populace of the area either fled to “Jan-— 
taroun Dhaar congregation” of Muslims or fled to Anantnag.! Though | 
Dhanater Singh did not cause any loss of life (as the population had / 
already fled) but he did indulge in loot and arson.” 

“He along with his party reached Bhadarwah somewhere in the first 4 
week of November. His entry gripped the entire Bhadarwah in panic. | 
He was given shelter in a room which was located on the 1* floor of a 
house of Seeri Bazaar in which government dispensary was housed on 4 
rent in the ground floor. The meetings of the Peace Committee were | 
regularly going on, which had become now little tense. The Muslims | 
were demanding handing over of Dhanater Singh to them to which 
Hindus did not agree. This house caught fire during one night, in which 
Dhanontor Singh was hiding. It is believed that some Muslim youth 
put this house on fire. Dhanater Singh hardly escaped by jumping from 
the roof, leaving his cannon behind.” 

; “The next day i.e. on 4% Maghar 2004, the peace committee meet- 
'ng was going on when some unidentified Muslim shot a fire from the 
gun which hit a local Hindu passer-by namely Man Chand who was 
Serving in Army and had come on leave. This Man Chand who died on 
seh was cn first Victim of disturbances in Bhadarwah proper and bikes 
€ son of Zaildar Hari Saran of Bhalesa, and brother of Chuni Lal.” 
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“Then disturbances spread over length and breadth of Bhadarwah 
when during the same night Bhagi Ram Numberdar of Punya village 
was butchered to death by local Muslims. What happened next was 
obvious and inevitable. Muslims wherever in majority inflicted loss to 
Hindus, and the areas where Hindus were in majority- they destroyed 
Muslim properties and indulged in loot and arson. In Bhalesa area, 
Hindus were the worst sufferers while Muslims suffered a huge loss in 
the area of Bhadarwah, Kandi belt on the right side of Neeru.” 

Nek Chand Kotwal in his book (page numbers 245-246) has ex- 
plained an incident in which numerous people related to a local leader 
(who is nowadays affiliated to Bahujan Samaj Party and was only a 
student in times of riots) were killed despite an agreement for their se- 
curity and safety. A few excerpts from the passage are as follows: 

“Though Doda Tehsil and Kishtwar of District Doda remained 
peaceful, Bhadarwah could not escape of these ugly flames because of 
the fact that a majority of Muslims displaced from neighbouring State 
Himachal and Billawar had entered the border region of Bhalesa for 
their security as this belt has almost 70 % Muslim population. The 
horrifying exaggerated rumours and tales surcharged the passion of los 
cal population who resorted to persecuting the minority Hindu poput 
lation which fled to lower regions of Hindu majority belts inviting a 
similar reaction. As such in spite of all restraint by the elders, the com- 
munal disturbances surfaced in entire Tehsil, with different intensity at 
different places.” 

During the later period of disturbances when the passion was cool- 
ing down, the elders of Mr Abdul Rehman’s family had expressed their 
desire to become Hindus, if the local population guarantees security of 
their lives and property as the line of entrenchment where the entire 
Muslim population of rural Bhadarwah had assembled and were in 
huge number from 5000 to 10000, was besieged by the Hindu mili- 
tants of entire region supported and aided by R.S.S. activists with so- 
Phisticated weapons, This field was at a very high zone known as “Jans 
taron Dhaar” and became famous as ‘Jantaroun Morcha’, was sure to 
fall within days. So the elders of the area brought Abdul Rehman’s fam- 


ily consisting of 14 members back to the native place and kept them in 
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the house of the author (Nek Chand Kotwal), where my (author's) © 
mother was at that time living alone performing last rites of my de- | 


ceased father who had died in the same year” 


“Unfortunately, one day, the situation which was coming to order 
slowly, took an ugly turn, when one Numberdar of Puneja village near: 
Bhadarwah town was attacked in the night, killed by the Muslim mis-- 


creants and all his belongings were looted and the house burnt. This 


gave a pretext to the Hindu miscreants and they attacked the hide-outs | 


of these Muslim families, which were about one dozen at different sites, 


which were called back by Hindus with the assurance of their safety. © 
Ultimately, in this ugly tragedy, Mr Rehman’s family was killed by the _ 


miscreants,”°4l 
He further writes: “My mother resisted strongly to her capacity but 


being at a lonely place she failed to gather the help and fell down un- _ 


conscious. The plot was over and innocent ladies and gents got merci- 


lessly killed, but my mother bravely using her wits managed to save Mr | 
Abdul Rehman, his young brother Ghulam Mustafa and their uncle | 


Mr Abdullah who very cleverly managed to escape from there through 
a secret passage.” 

It would be unjust to History if the mention of the fact that Mus- 
lims suffered a huge loss of property and sometimes even life in other 
areas and villages of Bhadarwah Tehsil including Chinta, area Bhalra, 
Nasaka, Manwah, area Duraab, Shiva, Panthan, Kandhot, Bhela, Cha- 
rahala Thathri, etc., is not made. Similarly, Hindus from areas Bhalesa 
and Athkhar, etc. sensing the dangers and hearing rumours left behind 
their livestock in their abandoned homes and ran towards safer destina- 
tions. It was also widely said that in the areas of Duraab, Bhela, Kand- 
hot etc., some soldiers of Maharaja along with some locals were seen 
committing loot and arson, 

It is also worth mentioning that under the command of Brinda Ban, 
a contingent of Maharaja's forces guided and helped by some local re- 
tired Military personnel, entered the Bhadarwah town during these ri- 
ots and soon started their search operations etc. The contingent was 
made to rain bullets on the Gujjar refugees residing in the local grave- 
yard of Bhadarwah who were later put to rest at the same place. 


iste ew 
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9 “Roshni Ka Safar”, an article published in Doda: 

he blood soaking uproar of 1947, Bhadarwah town was 
dle of peace and Hindu-Muslim (communal) harmony — Hin- 
che cr - eis of this area were saved by the statesmanship of Colo- 
dus i i Kha. Around 10000 Muslim people had migrated from 
nel A ¢, Chenani, Marmat and Killar areas, etc. and had sought 
Vag ee The local people expressed their sincerity and empathy 
ae devastated people in practical terms. In such situations, the 
responsibility of the rehabilitation of refugees, and the protection and 
watch over of non-muslim families was sincerely discharged by a fa- 
mous leader Khwaja Muhammad Khaleel Kichloo. Acting shoul- 
der-to-shoulder to him was Hazrat Pir Irfan Sahib who formed a de- 
fense front near the present day grid station and responded to the 
shelling from across Chenab; and also stopped the forces accompanied 
by other people from Jammu. On the other hand, a military contingent 
that had come through Bhagwuh was compelled to retreat by the resist- 
ance of a small contingent of Malatia Guards that had come along with 
Colonel Adalat Khan.” 

Only God knows better of the actual perpetrators and their respec- 
tive hidden agendas. Nevertheless, whatever happened was indeed very 
wrong and condemnable. In those fiery times, numerous simple and 
innocent Hindu and Muslim men, women, and children were mercia 
ic killed for no reason by hooligans, miscreants and bigots while 

eit properties were also ransacked. The naked dance of the death of 
humanity was played everywhere. Innocent people were looted both in 
i 7 fat and material, women were raped, dead bodies were piled 

and humanity was razed by human passion itself. As though the 
Fa sub-continent had come under oe evil eye and funeral a of 
be areen brotherhood and unity were performed within days. 
any a - aying times, many people who were visionaries, pious 
re eat os prejudice kept trying to prevent the further spread of 
tine, they a oe in which they also largely succeeded. But at 
cine is . so compelled to surrender before the miscreants and 
pleaded groups. Although the dominating majority of the peo- 
gusted with these riots yet they were impotent before the 


according f 
«_ During ¢ 
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exigencies of these times. All of this was the result of the blind fallacies 
of the big leaders, apathy, and short-sightedness of the locals; general 
helplessness of the masses- to some extent; negative mindset of the mice 
creants; and also division of the Indian subcontinent. Thankfully, this 
gory and fiery wave calmed down very soon and people often visualiz. 
ing their follies tried their best to obliterate the timely distances be. 
tween them. 

Such heart-wrenching, agonizing and lamentable events neverthea 
less remind us that the world should always stand for human relations 
and brotherhood arrayed against the elements who believe in war and 
conflicts, especially in the name of religion, communities, areas or any 
other prejudices. Not getting ensnared or entrapped in the plots of such 
elements, we better strive for a peaceful atmosphere in the times to 
come. The writer firmly believes that the solution of all political issues 
is possible only through dialogues and discussions and not war, provid- 
ed people are genuinely interested to resolve the mutual conflicts 
open-mindedly with good intentions rather than through the prism of 
prejudice, meanness, narrow-mindedness or selfishness. 
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been published in the regional newspapers (English, Urdu) which would be 
published in the form of a book at some appropriate time. The writer does 
not feel it appropriate to include those details here and neither is it possible 
to publish the same herein keeping in view the limited space in this volu- 
minous book. However, it would not be unreasonable to mention here that 
after being promised to be sent to Pakistan, the Muslims of Jammu were as- 
sembled at Police Lines Jammu and were huddled into 50 trucks and buses; 
only to be targeted by bullets and swords along their way, from which only 
a few could manage to flee alive. They also include the paternal cousin of 
the writer Ghulam Ahmad who in an injured condition succeeded in rising 
from the corpses and fleeing to Pakistan. 
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According to one of the traditions, in contrast to the government of Jammu; 

Raja of Chamba in the serious conditions of 1947 helped local Muslims 

safely cross the Chamba border and gave them a chance to proceed towards 

Bhadarwah and Bhalesa, where they could take refuge; which clearly proves 

his humanity and concern for his subjects. 

Note: The (revered) father of the writer Late Khwaja Muhammad Sultan 

Khateeb was an intelligent and renowned teacher. He passed away in De- 

cember 1957 AD at Jammu. 

Note: Some of the Muslim refugees among them were hiding in the inter- 

mediate forests between Marmat and Sudh Mahadev and were besieged who 

were saved by some Comrades. 

Note: The scholarly Historian has not mentioned of Anwar Ju, Rafu Gar, 

Ghulam Ahmad Nanwai, Ghulam Qadir of Thanala, Jessi Ram and Jumaer 

Ram; and a youth from Gatha, Shah Muhammad Khan etc.; who had died 

a day before, after being targeted by bullets. He has not even mentioned an- 

ything about the bloodshed at Chinta which is only some miles away from 

his home. In this connection, some detail has been given about the people 
killed in Bhadarwah and its suburbs, etc. in different chapters of the recently 


published book “Wirasat” (2009) of Mr Muhammad Shafi Sheikh which 
bears huge historical importance, 
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[56]: The scholarly historian has mentioned the date of death of the Numberdar «~ 
of Puneja, Bhagi Ram as 4th Maghar in the starting lines. Then how is it 
possible that the same event could have come to light after the return of the q 
normalcy? Actually, all chose Muslim refugees were massacred according to 
a secret plan purely based on going back on their promise. i 


08 


The Era Of Democracy 
1947-AD 2009 


Treaty of Amritsar and Ownership of 
Land in the Valley 


Acne to the Treaty of Amritsar 1846 AD, the British govern- 
ent in view of their political expediencies amalgamated and 
transferred this entire mountainous area to the territories falling under 
Maharaja Gulab Singh, and thus gave him and his successors an ever- 
lasting control over the region which is located in the east of river 
Sindh and west of river Ravi. It also included the entire Chamba area, 
save Lahool. In exchange for this grant, Maharaja Gulab Singh paid a 
sum of 75 thousand Nanakshahi rupees to the British government. 
And so, Maharaja Gulab Singh bought the valley of Kashmir from the 
British tulers, 

“The area of the state was 74471 square miles. At this rate, the value 
of one square mile of this paradise comes out to be 155 rupees i.e. the 
Cost of 277 square yards comes to one paisa. According to the existing 


Population of the time, the price of one person comes out between 07- 
07.25 rupees, "l!] 
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According to this Treaty: “From then on, the ownership of all the 
land in the valley kept transferring to the sovereign of the time, which 
means that the Maharaja whoever ascended the throne became the 
owner of the land. In the valley, the occupants of the land began to be 
known as ‘Asamis’ and it was made mandatory upon them to pay the 
proprietary dues to the Maharaja in addition to the land revenue so 
that the proprietary rights of the Maharaja could be deemed as ac- 
knowledged. ‘Asami’ had no right to transfer their !ands and could 
only occupy the lands so long as they paid the land revenue and the 
proprietary dues. A lot of area in the Jammu region was already under 
the possession of Maharaja prior to the Treaty of Amritsar. The occu- 
pants of this area were also known as ‘Asam?’ or ‘Mal guzars” 


Shiekh Muhammad Abdullah’s First Period of Rule 
(AD 1947 Until AD 1953) 


After a continuous struggle for 190 years, India eventually got free 
from the chains of slavery of the British. But on the basis of what is 
popularly known as “Two-Nation Theory”, it got divided into two 
parts on communal lines. The entire subcontinent was engulfed by 
communal riots. Lakhs of Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs were butch- 
ered by the vicious savagery. Lakhs of virgin girls were looted of their 
chastity. Innumerous women were rendered as widows while lakhs of 
children became orphans. Even during the exchange of population, 
how many helpless and unprepared people became the targets of hu- 
man wrath and force! The foundation of Pakistan was laid a day be- 
fore. Maharaja Hari Singh retained the state of Jammu and Kashmir 


until October AD 1947 as per the ‘Standstil!’ agreement, and lateron | 
26" October AD 1947, the state was acceded to India against some | 
conditions, following which military forces from India started attiv- 


ing in Kashmir. After the formation of the Emergency government 


under Sheikh Abdullah on 30 October and after Maharaja Hari: 


Singh left the state; Sheikh Sahib in the implementation of his man- 


ifesto undertook many a historic reformatory steps, which largely far 


cilitated the residents of the Jammu and Kashmir state and got them ~ 
tid of the injustice, oppression and despotism, money-lending and | 
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usaty that had tormented them for ‘ges. And they were made th 
owners of their lands, These steps brought about a social and PY 
nomic revolution in the place and the policies of the National Con- 
ference were widely appreciated, People became the walking satoinls 
asts of Sheikh Sahib and Mirza Afzal. In. this connection, Alastair 
Lamb writes as follows: , 


“Once in control of that territory which lay on the Indian side of the 
cease-fire line, Sheikh Abdullah set out to put some of his ideas to prac- 
tice, “the basic programme had already been outlined by the National 
Conference in AD 1944 in a manifesto entitled ‘Naya Kashmir’ which 
for whar amounted to a one-party government in the state dedicated to 
social reform. One of the first Priorities was land reforms, and by March 
AD 1953 Sheikh Abdullah had enforced a revolution in the landhold- 
ing pattern of the state largely without compensation to expropriated 
‘andowners and holders of state conferred the land right. The big Land- 
lord-ship including Jagirdari system got abolished by reducing the larg- 
est 'andholding under twenty-three acres (182 Kanals). The extra land 
weat to the tillers with ownership rights (The Big Landed Estates Abo- 
lition Act, AD 1950). This step of the National Conference govern- 
ment added to its popularity among the agriculturist class, who com- 
prised the majority in the J&cK state. All this was preceded by the 
abolition of ‘Begar’ system (Forced labour) which existed in one or the 
other form at the time of change in the state administration ie. 30" 
October AD 1947. This action of the government liberated the poor 
People from the clutches of the forced labour that had been a cause of 
tension for the Kashmiris in particular.””! ; 

With the assistance of communists and the intelligence of Mirza 
Muhammad Afzal Beigh, Sheikh Abdullah laid the foundation of a rev- 
olutionary and historic step by passing the Agrarian Reforms Act. First 
of all, by implementing the Cultivator’s Act, the amount of food grains 
to be divided between the owners and the cultivators of the ei 
fixed, According to this Act, the cultivator’s share was ate nine 
25% to 75% of the crop production. During the democratic g 

ai , ment servants also 
ment, the menace of paying ‘customs’ to the govern 
kept reducing, 
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Landlords, particularly in Jammu region, intensely started to oppo 
this historical decision; because huge chunks of land (estates) had a 
generously bestowed by the local rulers here to their favourites bec 
of their loyalty or courage, or any connection or relation with the royal 
family that had now borne the brunt of this new law. a 

The third and important law was the formation of the boards at thal 
Tehsil level for enforcing the moratorium on debts given to poor and 
destitute by the money-lenders against huge interest rates. After taking 
a meager amount on debt, a person could never escape the clutches of 
the money-lender even after repaying him over and over again. Howev. 
er, according to this Act, all such debts were nullified that had been 
repaid 1 ¥2 times either in terms of cash or kind while repayment : 
others was facilitated in easy installments. 3 


Impact of Revolutionary Steps Undertaken by the 
Democratic Government on Bhadarwah 


The immediate impact of these revolutionary steps undertaken by 
the democratic government was also felt by the thousands of cultivators” 
of Bhadarwah who immediately became the owners of their tilled land 
without paying any compensation. According to the law, the surplus” 
lands were distributed among them which eradicated their poverty 
distress and were thus saved from the exploitation and oppression by 
the government servants besides estate-holders and landlords. They : 
were also freed from the ancient curse of forced labour, and were also 
exempted from the burden of taxes by the excellent working of the 
Debt Cancellation Board that was set up here. The members of the 
board included Shri Hari Lal Hitaishi and Chowdary Abdul Rehman 
Ganai who succeeded in mediating between the parties t0 resolve aS 
merous issues by mutual compromises. The popularity of Sheikh 
dullah and his cabinet, and National Conference greatly increas 
among the rural areas because of these steps that set forth this distre “t 
area on the path of development. The maximum benefit of these a 
forms went to the local Harijans and Muslim cultivators and i 
debted people. With the passage of time, the results of these f¢ : and | 
tions kept manifesting in the form of economic improveme” | 
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social justice between the people who Bot freed from the loitati 
and unjustified treatment done by the Jagirdars etc. A eae 
pendence blew amidst them and a new era of Prosperity started in he 
place. 


Establishment of a University in the 
Jammu and Kashmir State 


In addition to the agricultural reforms, a Moratorium on debts and 
other rehabilitative steps; Sheikh Abdullah took a farsighted step in 
November AD 1948 by Setting up of Kas 


i hmir University. Prior to it, all 
the colleges and high schools of the state were affiliated to the Punjab 
University Lahore. Few examination centers existed in the state and 


that too only in Srinagar and Jammu. Students from outskirts and far 
off places would face tremendous difficulties in taking the examina- 
tions. It was because of these reasons that students from poor and indi- 
gent families were compelled to quit their education midway. In the 
year AD 1949, the first 10" standard examination was conducted by 
the Jammu and Kashmir University in the state. Bhadarwahi people 
were lucky to have one of their residents Shri Shanti Prakash Katil (of 
Gwadi), who was an intelligent and competent student, 
ination in the entire state, bringing laurels to his beautiful valley. It had 
also happened before, when one of the most intelligent students of the 
area Mr, Abdul Haq Suharwardy had topped the 10" standard exam- 
inations by a record-breaking score, conducted by Punjab University 
Lahore. Mr. Katil had appeared in the examination from Bhadarwah 
center only, 

By the formation of the university, the difficulties faced by the entire 
student fraternity of the state were addressed and the number of en- 
tolled students in the schools also increased gradually. 


Reformation of District Doda 


According to the council order 64-C of AD 1948, Tehsils of Bhadar- 
wah, Doda, Ramban, and Kishtwar were separated from District Ud- 
Pur, and a new District was formed on 17% April AD 1948 with 
Doda as its designated headquarters. Because of this important deci- 


top this exam- 
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sion, the rural people of the place got relieved of many difficulties they 
had to face while commuting hundreds of miles on foot to the offices 
in Udhampur only for small official or administrative matters, Because 
of the proximity of the new headquarters, employees also got benefited 
while the implementation of various developmental works was also fa- 
cilitated. 

From AD 1909 to the end of AD 1953, Doda was associated with 
Ramban as a Sub-Tehsil. According to the Cabinet Order 507 dated 24 
May AD 1952, seven Patwar Halqae of Tehsil Bhadarwah ie. Halga 
Khaleni, Halqa Malhori, Halga Mothi, Halga Root, Halga Mangota, 
Halqa Trown, and Halqa Shiva were separated from this Tehsil and in- 
cluded in Sub-Tehsil Doda that reduced both the charm and the in- 
come generated from Bhadarwah. ‘The Tehsil also got greatly reduced in 
terms of area. However, the presence of present-day Tehsils of Bhalesa 
and Thathri as its Nayabats didn’t let it suffer hugely in terms of trade 
and finance, Then, according to the Government Order 923-C of AD 
1954, fifteen Patwar Halgae of Tehsil Ramban were separated from it 
and joined with Sub-Tehsil Doda. Doda finally got a complete status of 
a Tehsil as per Government Order 923-C of AD 1954. Until the year 
AD 1981, District Doda comprised only the above-mentioned four 
Tehsils. As per the Council Order 64-C dated 17% April AD 1948, it 
had been given the status of a complete District while it had only three 
Tehsils. But in the year AD 1981, the areas of two Nayabats of Bhadar- 
wah i.e. Nayabat Gandoh and Nayabat Thathri were separated from it 

and were separately granted the status of two complete Tehsils. Because 
of their separation, Bhadarwah suffered an irreparable economic loss 
while the footfall also reduced. Because the ancient trade links with 
these areas were snapped all of a sudden, the local business also suffered 
a massive blow. During the period of Sheikh Abdullah, as per an an- 
nouncement made by Yuvraj Karan Singh, the elections for State Con- 
stitutional Assembly were held in AD 1950. A renowned lawyer of 
Bhadarwah Khwaja Abdul Gani Goni and another lawyer Kotwal 
Chuni Lal were chosen as members for assembly constituencies Bhalesa 
Bonjuwah and Bhadarwah respectively, Goni Sahib continuously 
served as an M.L.A from AD 1951 to AD 1977 while also being in the 
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State Council of Ministers. Kotwal Chuni Lal also remained as a Mem- 


ber Assembly from AD 1951 to AD 1963 and kept representing Bha- 
darwah Assembly segment. > 


Dismissal of Sheikh Abdullah and the Period of Bakshi 
Ghulam Muhammad's Rule (AD 1953-AD 1963) 


Citing the reasons such as the confusion within the State Council of 
Ministers, death of Dr Shyama Prashad Mukarii 


ji in the Srinagar hospi- 
tal, the tension brought about by the agitation of the Praja Parishad, 


controversial speech of Sheikh Abdullah at Ranbir Singh Pora and oth- 
er uncertain conditions; Dr Karan Singh after discussions with the In- 
dian government and some ministers of the State Council, ordered the | 
dismissal and arrest of Sheikh Abdullah on 9" August AD 1953 who 
was sent to Kud Jail while Bakshi Ghulam Muhammad was appointed 
as the new Prime Minister. In the meantime, the ministers associated 
with him were also dismissed. As a consequence of this arrest, a wave of 
intense rage and sadness swept across the entire state and a series of 
strikes, protests, and processions started in the valley and District Doda. 
Hundreds of people lost their lives in the police action for crushing the 
Movement. Some revered workers of District Doda were also arrested 
who included Khwaja Abdul Gani Goni, Moulana Ataullah Suhar- 
wardy, Syed Mir Badshah, Muhammad Ibrahim Sheikh, Abdul Aziz 
Bhat, Muhammad Yousuf Bhagwan, Abdul Hai Khateeb, Abdul Gani 
Mast Fareedi, Wali Muhammad Bhagwan, Ghulam Muhammad Najar, 
Abdul Rashid Patigaroo, Ishrat Kashmiri, Khwaja Sikandar Malik 
among many others. However, after their release from the jail Abdul 
Gani Goni and Syed Mir Badshah joined Bakshi Sahib’s National Con- 
ference whereas others continued to be with a newly formed organiza- 
tion “All Jammu and Kashmir Plebiscite Front”. Ghulam Muhammad 
Sheikh Bhadarwahi, Bashir Ahmad Kichloo, and Abdul Rashid Pogli 
also stood for the front which was led by Afzal Beigh. On the other 
hand, Om Mehta and Ishrat Kashmiri supported Bakshi Ghulam Mu- 
hammad. Kotwal Chuni Lal also supported Bakshi Sahib from Bhadar- 
wah and maintained his inclusion in the Ministry. Khwaja Muhammad 
Sharif Baba, Habibullah Tak, and Abdul Rehman Deewana were pas- 
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sionately devoted to Plebiscite Front who withdrew from politics com- 
pletely upon the end of this organization. 


The Formation of Plebiscite Front 


The foundation of Plebiscite front was laid on 9" August after the 
release of Mirza Muhammad Afzal Beigh in August AD 1955. The 
above-mentioned people, with the exception of a few, remained a part 
of it from District Doda. After Beigh Sahib was arrested again, Khwaja 
Abdul Goni of Bhadarwah who was then the Vice-President of the 
Plebiscite Front was appointed as the acting President of the Front. But 
Bakshi Sahib somehow convinced him to join National Conference 
after contacting him in the Jail. Thus, after his release from the Jail, 
Goni Sahib became a part of the Ministry of Bakshi Sahib. 

Even though Bakshi Ghulam Muhammad wasn't well educated, he 
was still a person of many qualities and capacities which was why he 
succeeded in turning Kashmiri people towards himself. He tried to 
strengthen his position by adopting various tactics like the horse-trad- 
ing of political workers and encouraging their floor-crossing and, ex- 
pertly making new permutations and combinations; nabbing his oppo- 
nents aggressively and captivating them in jails, and distribution of free 
Ration, etc. In addition to these strategies, ample financial and eco- | 
nomic aid from the central government to the State government also — 
helped him succeed in establishing himself. Above all, a police force 
‘Peace Brigade’ was formed for containing and terrorizing the support- 
ers of Sheikh Sahib who were equipped with limitless powers. Political 
issues were continuously being monitored with the help of secret po-_ 
lice. The unrestrained use of money was employed to break certain or- 
ganizations. After getting support and assistance from many Members _ 
of Parliament at the Center, Bakshi Sahib consolidated his position. In 
the police action, in the words of Sheikh Abdullah: “around 2000-3000 
Kashmiris became the targets of the bullets.” 

To further strengthen his authority, Bakshi Ghulam Muhammad ‘ 
through Constituent Assembly voted to ratify the state of Jammu — 
and Kashmir’s Accession to India on Gth February AD 1954. As a Be 
sult of this, as per the Article 370, President of India ordered the appli- 
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cation of Constitution of India upon the state of Jammu and Kashmir 
along with some amendments on 14th May AD 1954. 

Within two to three years, Bakshi Ghulam Muhammad had gained 
total control of the prevailing conditions. After the year AD 1947, the 
elections for the Legislative Assembly were conducted in the state for 
the first time, in which National Conference led by Bakshi Ghulam 
Muhammad got 68 seats of 75, 5 seats were won by Praja Parishad 
while an independent candidate and Maha Sabha won one seat each. 
Kotwal Chuni Lal from Bhadarwah and Khwaja Abdul Gani Goni 
from Bhalesa Bonjuwah were declared as winners. Immediately after 
the Assembly elections, National conference got divided into two fac- 
tions. Ghulam Muhammad Sadiq Group was joined by Gardhari Lal 
Dogra, Syed Mir Qasim, D.P. Dhar, and Ghulam Rasool Renzu. This 
new alliance strongly opposed the policies of Bakshi Ghulam Muham- 
mad. Because of the increasing global pressures, Pandit Nehru also 
didn’t want to keep Sheikh Abdullah imprisoned for a long time. So, 
the center kept pressurizing Bakshi over the issue. At last, he was com- 
pelled to release Sheikh Abdullah in January AD 1958. After his re- 
lease, Sheikh Abdullah was accorded a historic reception at every place 
on his way to the valley despite different kinds of restrictions that had 
been already imposed on protests and processions until Srinagar. After 
the Hazratbal Incident, Sheikh Abdullah was arrested. The supporters 
of Sheikh Abdullah underwent oppression beyond description, at the 
hands of Gandharbali. The Central government was also unhappy 
with these steps of Bakshi Ghulam Muhammad. As per the “Kashmir 
Conspiracy Case” a suit was filed against Sheikh Abdullah. Democrat- 
ic National Conference Group also reprimanded the Bakshi govern- 
ment; however, after the intervention of Pt. Nehru, the two parties 
compromised and four members of Sadiq Group joined the Cabinet 
of Bakshi Sahib. 

Following it, in the year AD 1962 (February) the State Assembly 
clections were held and like those of AD 1957, they were also blamed 
‘© be non-transparent and full of irregularities. In these elections, Kot- 
wal Chuni Lal and Khwaja Abdul Gani Goni were declared as success- 

I from Bhadarwah and Bhalesa Bonjuwah respectively. 
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Approval For the Bhadarwah College 


In view of the intense demand of the people, Sheikh Abdullah } d 4 
promised opening up a college in Bhadarwah during his tour to <he 
place, which couldn't be fulfilled owing to his dismissal in August AD 
1953. However, as per a demand raised during a welcome addres co 
people of Bhadarwah, Bakshi Ghulam Muhammad announced tl 
opening of a local college at the place. In this connection, official rders 
were also systematically passed by the government in AD 1954, Be ks!yi 
Ghulam Muhammad had ordered on-spot the acquisition of the land — 
and also the construction of the building for the college. At last, in AD 
1955 the first principal of the college Mr. Abdul Salam Dar got the 
college functioning and because of his praiseworthy endeavours, 
new college thrived gracefully within just one year of its inception, 

By virtue of this college, even the poor and intelligent students of 
District Doda got the chance of higher studies who couldn't otherwise 
afford to go to colleges in Srinagar or Jammu because of their financial 
constraints. It was because of this college that many candidates frorr. :ts 
first batch were selected for various medical and engineering courses 
etc., who kept on getting appointed at various higher positions in the | 
State administration with the passage of time. After passing the Inter- 
mediate, many students got the courage for taking admissions at Aligarh 
Muslim University besides various colleges at Jammu and Srinagar 
where they succeeded in proving their worth. After some time, the co!- 
lege was upgraded as a Degree College. A lot of steps were executed 
during the Bakshi period for public welfare. Development Blocks were 
established at almost every other place. Two Blocks were also approved 
for Tehsil Bhadarwah where some local officers were appointed. A 
young educated man Mr. Dina Nath Kotwal (Bhaal) of Bhalesa was 
appointed in the Bhadarwah block while Mr Bashir Ahmad Taj was 
appointed in Malano Block Bhalesa respectively. Both of them com- 
pleted a lot of developmental works in their respective blocks. On the 
other hand, the subsidy on the ration supplied by the Department of 
Food Supplies was also approved for diminishing the hardships faced 
by the people. Many high-ranking officials and the concerned staff also 


1e 
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ofited greatly from it by taking this ‘God-given blessing’ as booty and 
massing a huge wealth in turn. The Contracts for Forests were 
a? kith and kin or favourites who plundered these forests. Some 
ge anking officers also took these forests as their own Jagirs and 
ee them in person or through others, thus joining the queue of 
> capitalists. 
sa pee times, the Central government generously released huge 
amounts of funds for the state so that the focus of the people could be 
shifted from ‘Plebiscite Front’ to the Developmental works. Numerous 
candidates were selected from Bhadarwah and Bhalesa to various Pro- 
fessional Training Organizations and some unemployed educated youth 
were given the government jobs. 

According to the five-year plan, a lot of funds were also released for 
Bhadarwah and Bhalesa. A lot of new schools were established while 
upgrading many others. Similarly, a special focus was laid on Preserva- 
tion of Health, Irrigation, and other developmental works; and with 
the help of Blocks; works such as roads, bridges and other rural needs 
were accomplished. In this connection, representatives chosen from 
both the assembly segments also took a keen interest in these develop- 
mental works, 

For the professional training of teachers in Bhadarwah, a training 
school was approved in the year AD 1955 which kept on benefiting 
teachers from across the district. However, the institution was later 
transferred to Kishtwar because of the apathy of our representatives and 
leaders. A renaissance of education and literature started in the entire 
state. Because of the formation of the Cultural Academy at the State 
level, the cultural and literary programmes in the state were largely 
boosted. It was by his participation in ‘Jashn-e-Kashmir (Celebration of 


Kashmir-Festival) that Rasa Javedani rose to fame and became a re- 
nowned celebrity, 


Unf F . : : 
vortunately, it was at the same time that the evils of corruption, 
"epotism, and r 


eee, ¢commendation, albeit on a small scale were resorted to 
aubduin . ing various tasks. Dirty tactics started to be employed for 
the Rove i opposing political parties. State corruption started with 

€Vermit System’. Some people of this place were also ‘endowed 
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with this blessing’. During the times, Khwaja Ghulam Rasool Azad on _ 
behalf of the teachers was chosen to be the representative in Legislative — 
Council on the Jammu seat. He also won the second time without any 3 
competition but tendered his resignation when Sadiq Sahib asked him 
to do so and was appointed as Deputy Director in the Department of 
Education, and later retired as Director Education. ; : 

Munshi Anwar of Bhalesa was also made a member of the Legislative — 
Council during the same period. At last, Bakshi Ghulam Muhammad as 
per a secret plan of the Central government tendered his resignation — 
which is often remembered as the ‘Kamraj Plan’. And this was how the 
period of Budshah-e-Saani (the Second Great King)! ended in AD 1963. 


Khwaja Shams-Ud-Din, Prime Minister 
(AD 1963- AD 1964) Khwaja Ghulam Muhammad Sadiq, 
Chief Minister (AD 1964-AD 1971) 


After Bakshi Ghulam Muhammad, Khwaja Shams-ud-Din became 
the Prime Minister of the state in AD 1963, following which in Febru- 
ary AD 1964 Khwaja Ghulam Muhammad Sadiq rose to power. During 
those times, no serious attention was paid towards Bhadarwah in gen- 
eral. However, a lot of development took place in the field of education 
here. Sadiq Sahib conducted a tour of Bhadarwah. During those days, 
Late Khwaja Ghulam Rasool Azad was the principal of the college. — 
Upon the insistence of the Azad Sahib, Sadiq Sahib issued on-spot or- 
ders for the construction of two laboratories in the college. 

In the year AD 1967, Bhadarwah assembly ward was declared as the — 
Scheduled Caste ward. A former worker of Praja Parishad Shri Jagat 
Ram Aryan was declared as successful in this ward on the mandate of 
Congress. During the same time, Khwaja Ghulam Muhammad Sadiq 
merged National Conference with Congress. The old members of the 
National Conference continued being within the domain of Plebiscite 
Front. On the other hand, the influence of Praja Parishad also kept di- 
minishing, In the elections of AD 1967, Goni Sahib was appointed : 
from Indarwal segment. Sadiq Sahib remained the Chief Minister of . 
the state from AD 1964 to AD 1971. Sheikh Sahib also got released 
from the jail in the same period; and under the guidance of Mirza 
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_ Plebiscite Front was renewed with new strength, tantalizing 
Beigh iri people with the Green Flag of Pakistan which continued to 
1 . 
aa vain hopes for some more time. 
IV! 


syed Mir Qasim, crea an 
(AD 1971-February 75) 

Syed Mir Qasim was chosen as the Chief Minister after the death of 
Ghulam Muhammad Sadiq in the year AD 1971. His tenure as the 
Chief Minister remained until February AD 1975. During this period, 
alot of unemployed educated youth were provided employment in the 
government services. A lot of educational institutions were opened up 
and some developmental works were also completed. Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi, Prime Minister of India visited Bhadarwah in the year AD 
1971 and greatly praised the natural beauty of the place. The historic 
magazine of Bhadarwah College that had been published as a special 
‘Rasa Number’ (Rasa Issue) was also released by her in a function orga- 
nized at the place. During the same time, Om Mehta was included in 
the Central Ministry. It was because of his personal intervention and 
efforts of Abdul Gani Goni and other leaders that Bhadarwah-Chamba 
road was approved. In the elections of AD 1972, Shri Bodh Raj Suman 
of Chinta was declared as successful from the Assembly Ward Bhadar- 
wah. However, on account of some error in his mentioned date of 
birth, his candidature was cancelled and he lost his membership. In the 
by-elections, a candidate of Bharatiya Lok Dal, Bhagat Narain Das was 
declared successful. Narain Das, who carrying the symbol of a Lotus 
mit had also been a strong supporter of the saffron agenda of Praja 
ane and had already become the student of the Praja Parishad 
ve like Jenab Abdul Rehman Sheikh, became a part of Bharatiya 

al after seeing his teacher bending towards it. On the other hand, 
oe leader Sheikh Abdul Rehman of Bhadarwah was also de- 

ared successful from assembly ward Jammu (north). 
B nih eta from Bhadarwah made a lot of speeches in Seri 
We hea the development of Bhadarwah but their voices died 
can really ee i forests of these mountains. Nevertheless, no one 
ion the sincerity of their intentions and blame them 
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outright. During the year AD 1971, under the management of Jena b 
Muhammad Yousuf Teng, Deputy Secretary Cultural Academy Sric 
nagar; different Cultural delegations conducted tours to District Doda” 
in general and Bhadarwah in particular and people were for the first. 
time acquainted with a Kashmiri Drama by Bhagat Thaed. Poetry recit> 
als began to be conducted at District and Tehsil level and many literary 
organizations were strengthened. In the year AD 1972, Jammu and 
Ratunie Agrarian Reforms Act was passed which ended the mediator- 
ship of the land. Upon the suggestion of Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah, : 
Sahay Committee was formed in the state in AD 1973 in which the 
writer and Professor Abdul Rahim Mughal also participated as memes | 
bers from Bhadarwah. The committee proposed a lot of recommend 
tions for changes in the Education system. 


Indira-Sheikh Accord and the Second Ruling Period of 
Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah (March AD 1975-AD 1977 


It was since January AD 1974 when a series of discussions were start= 

ed in between the Central Government and Sheikh Muhammad ‘i 
dullah through the mediation of Pathra Sarthi and Khwaja Muham- | 
mad Afzal Beigh to again hand over the reins of J&K State to Sheikh 4 
Sahib ensuring maximum safeguards of India, the terms of which were’ | 
finally accepted by Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah on 12% February AD 
1975. Indira Gandhi announced the accord as ‘Kashmir Accord’ on § 
24" February AD 1975. According to the accord, while accepting the 4 
accession to India, the relation between the state and the Center were % 
decided to continue as per the Article 370 of the Indian constitution, 
As per this detailed agreement, the State was given the right to review” 
only the laws that were specifically enforced from the Center post AD 4 
1953. In case of any amendments in the clarified items in the State | 
Constitution, the approval of the President of India was declared man 
datory and any change in the ranks or the designations of Chief Minis ll 


of the accord, Sheikh Mihaeunad Abdullah failed to earn back his o a 
repute. At last, Chief Minister Syed Mir Qasim tendered his resig' 
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sentatives of the Congress party Sheikh Abdullah took the seat as a 
Chief Minister on 25" February AD 1975 and thus started his second 
term of office. This created a disturbance in the political circles and this 
entire drama was branded as a bargain and Sheikh’s lust for power. The 
change in the stand of Sheikh Abdullah for Kashmir’s right to self-de- 
termination against his personal power was considered as a contempt- 
ible action. This accord was strongly opposed by not only the members 
of the Plebiscite Front but also other organizations like Jan Sangh. 


End of Plebiscite Front 


Sheikh Abdullah and Mirza Afzal Beigh announced the dissolution 
and merging of “Plebiscite Front’ with National Conference on 5" Feb- 
ruary AD 1975. Many of their colleagues were upset:at the decision 
and decided to leave the National Conference. Similarly, many of the 
members associated with the Front from Bhadarwah also left this orga- 
nization, They included Sheikh Muhammad Ibrahim, Mujahid Ghu- 
lam Muhammad, Abdul Hai Khateeb etc. Besides them, many other 
workers also considered the step as a ‘Betrayal to the Nation’ and re- 
solved to keep a distance from Sheikh Abdullah. Some clashes kept on 
surfacing off and on between the members of National Conference and 
Congress. On the other hand, some steps undertaken by Sheikh Abdul- 
lah were also seen with displeasure by the leaders at the center. 


Introduction of Single-Line Administration in 
District Doda 


Acting upon the suggestion by the then Deputy Commissioner of 
District Doda and existing Chairman Public Service Commission, Jen- 
ab Muhammad Shafi Pandit; Sheikh Abdullah in a meeting of the 
members of State Cabinet, Heads and Secretaries of various depart- 
ments and other officials of the government, announced the introduc- 
tion of a Single Line Administration in District Doda while explaining 
its aims and objections. He asked the concerned Departments to con- 
duct an in-depth study of the social and economic issues of District 
Doda and prepare a draft plan of different schemes which after discuss- 
'ng with the public should be tried and executed. Ir was announced 


[410] The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


that the government would provide separate funds to the District for q 
the completion of these projects. This was the first meeting of the Dis- 

trict Development Board organized in the state at the headquarters - 
Doda. After the meeting, such Development Boards were formed in : 
every District. 


i 


It is obvious that a positive effect of this very important decision was _ 
also felt in Bhadarwah and Bhalesa Thathsi, and other adjoining areas; 
and the developmental wards got a boost in almost all these areas, 


The Congress Party’s Drama of Withdrawing Support to 
Sheikh Government; and New Assembly Elections 


A ten-member faction of the Congress under the leadership of Ab- _ 
dul Gani Lone separated during the Assembly session and announced — 
their inclusion in the National Conference in August AD 1976, In 
the Parliamentary Elections of AD 1977, the structure of Congress 
totally collapsed because of which they had to face a severe defeat in 
North India. Consequently, because of the fear that Sheikh Abdullah 
would now form an alliance with Janta Party and quit Congress, In- 
dira Gandhi withdrew her support to the Sheikh Abdullah’s govern- 
ment on 27 March AD 1977. Governor L. K. Jha announced the 
dissolution of Assembly and the conduct of new elections. Asa result, 
new Assembly elections were held in July AD 1977 in which Sheikh 
Sahib’s party got 47 seats of the 76. Narain Das of Janta Party and 
Sheikh Ghulam Muhammad Bhadarwahi of National Conference 

were declared as winners from Bhadarwah and Indarwal respectively. 
In these elections, Janta Party got only 13 seats whereas Congress got 
11. On the other hand, Jan Sangh got 3 while Jamat-e-Islami could 


manage to win only | seat. 


The Third Ruling Period of Sheikh Abdullah 
(9 July AD 1977- September AD 1982) 


After this success, a turban of honour of Chief Ministership was tied } 
round Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah's head on 9" July AD 1977. The © 
reason why Congress had not won even a single seat in the valley was 
argued as a clear rejection of the Indira-Sheikh accord. At the same} 


j 
=| 
( 
i 
} 
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time, some friction started to develop at the Center against Sheikh Ab- 
dullah behind the curtains. During the same time, Mirza Afzal Beigh 
was expelled from the party who had been with Sheikh Abdullah for 
forty years. On the other side, demonstrations started to be held in 
Jammu region against sectarian Inequality and unemployment. Sheikh 
Sahib appointed a Commission to deal with the matter which became 
famous as ‘Sarkarya Commission’. Even then, Awami Action Commit- 
tee and InQillabi National Conference (formed by Beigh Sahib) stood 
up against Sheikh Sahib. On the other hand, a secret agreement was 
also formulated between Congress and Janta Party and both followed 
Sheikh Abdullah. 

Lok Sabha election was held in the year AD 1980 which was won by 
Congress. Dr Karan Singh was elected from Assembly segment Ud- 
hampur. He also issued some strong statements in Lok Sabha against 
the Regional inequality. Rifts again started to develop between Indira 
Gandhi and Sheikh Abdullah. Because of his deteriorating health, 
Sheikh Abdullah appointed his son as the Party President, which upset 
his son-in-law Ghulam Muhammad Shah who ended up making his 
own new group. Following this, Sheikh Sahib passed away on 8" Sep- 
tember AD 1982. He had been in a flight to Srinagar after organizing 
a meeting of District Development Board Doda when he started to feel 
vere pain in his chest. He suffered a cardiac failure at Srinagar thereby 
bidding his last to this temporal world. Faroog Abdullah was made the 
Chief Minister of the state the same day, and thus the ancestral rule 
once again took birth in the state, Mrs. Indira Gandhi and President of 
Republic of India Gyani Zail Singh also took part in his last rites in 
ae of other ministers from the Central and State Cabinet. Lakhs 
°* People from the valley and outside took part in his funeral proces- 


oi Many members of the National Conference from Bhadarwah also 
OK part in the Procession. 


A lot of social, 
rtaken during t 


educational and economic reforms were again un- 
Primarily include 


his ruling period of Late Sheikh Abdullah which 

Bradual red d approving a university for the Jammu division, a 
ie pie in the subsidized rates of Ration, the payment of 
Owance to the employees at the Central level, among 
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many other affairs pertaining to public welfare. Unfortunately, Sheikh 
Sahib couldn't fulfill some of his important promises made by him 
during his speech in AD 1975 which included rooting out corruption 
and social injustice etc. He couldn't also establish such a work culture 
in his administration that he had often wishfully expressed. Corrup- 
tion and Nepotism kept on increasing by the day while he could do 
nothing but hold his chair like a helpless spectator. On 27" June AD 
1981, Gandoh Nayabat was granted the status of a Tehsil. The up- 
grading of High School Kilhotran to Higher Secondary School and 
Model School Chilli to High School was announced by Sheikh Ab- 
dullah during a Board meeting held at Banihal. During this ruling 
period, many high schools were also upgraded in remote places that 
included High School Dachan (Mudwah), High School Mudwah and 
High School Padar besides High School Wadwan. During that peri- 
od, every Tehsil in District Doda witnessed great progress in the field 
of education while as many other proposals for developmental works 
were also prepared. 

Ic was in the same time i.e. AD 1981 when Nayabat Thathri was also 
separated from Tehsil Bhadarwah and granted a separate status of a 
Tehsil. After these orders, Tehsil Bhadarwah was limited to one N.E.S. 
Block and 15 Panchayats which came as a hard blow to the local busi- 
ness of the place. Unfortunately, the proposed plan for the Bhadarwah 
Kahira- Gandoh road was lost only in the paperwork and until today 
no action has been taken in the matter.') A renowned journalist RK. 
Bharati, in one of his write-ups, writes about Sheikh Abdullah: 

“Under this enervate sky, every youth dreams both to bring about a 
revolution with one stroke of his pen and also becomes a ‘Baghi Abdul- 
lah’ (Rebel) for some days but from being Baghi Abdullah to becoming 
Chief Minister Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah, all of his swiftness Is 
blunted and then he becomes a part of the same feudal system against 
which he himself had once rebelled.” ; 

After mentioning the events during the last ruling period of Sher-F- 
Kashmir Sheikh Abdullah, an English article by a famous columnist a 
Mr. P_N. Sus, published under the title ‘What has Centre... yee 
Sheikh?’ in the reputed Daily Kashmir Times dated 18" December 
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3006, is being quoted below in the interest of the 
casts light on some other aspects of the multi- 
of Late Sheikh Sahib. He writes as follows: 
“There are some other facts which need to be acknowledged so that 
the life history of Sher-i-Kashmir could become more evident and viva- 
cious. Besides being itself an institution of historic beneficence, Sheikh 
Sahib was an embodiment of solemnity and compassion. The salvation 
of the poor and indigent was his mission. He enthusiastically longed 
for rescuing the people of the state from the yoke of slavery and agricul- 
tural exploitation. His unflinching and unshakable faith in secularism, 
freedom, and equality cannot be put in words. He invited enmity with 
his fraternity and close friends but never sacrificed the fundamental 
principles for his personal interests or fame. But Alas! The Centre al- 
ways took his truthfulness as his slyness. It befuddled him with its im- 
proper and undue interference and cast doubt upon him, as a result of 
which his trust was grievously hurt. The Central government planned 
to subjugate him. A network was revengefully woven against Sheikh 
Sahib and a secret conspiracy was hatched in collaboration with some 
doubtful and cheap characters that were irreligious to a great extent, 
and he was thus showed his way. Unaware of this antagonist and hostile 
conspiracy, he was framed in ‘Hazratbal Conspiracy Case’ and locked 
up in Jail— As a brave soldier and protagonist of realism, he accepted 
this challenge light-heartedly but never considered seeking help from 
those hooligans and rowdy elements who were behind all these events. 
On the basis of suspicion, Sheikh Sahib’s theory of Autonomy was al- 
“ays seen in the context of Pakistan, Had his vision been followed 
Mutually and in totality, our sacred land would never turn into a stage 
of violence and bloodbath. The echo of his slogan ‘Hindu, Muslim, 
: Unity’ still resounds in the hearts and minds of Kashmiri people, 
* can be still counted on despite the turbulent times. canceaiiantl 
‘beedly the architect of Naya Kashmir [lt.: New ec ee 
th Magnificent personality is still alive. Souls as him never awed 
ey leave behind many trails and teachings for generations . nN 
Me the great soldier for his matchless sacrifices that he seh to 
hmiriyay with all its ancient splendour and glory. 


readers. The article 
dimensional Personality 
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Dr Farooq Abdullah as Chief Minister 
(8 December AD 1982- 24 July AD 1984) 


Upon the death of Chief Minister Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah, 
the Governor of State B.K. Nehru administered an oath to Dr Farooq 
Abdullah as a Chief Minister on 8 September AD 1982. It is obvi- 
ous that the Farooq Government was formed at the suggestion of _ 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi and the Central Government; but upon the rec- 
ommendation of the Chief Minister in June AD 1983, the State As- 
sembly was dissolved and a new election was conducted in which 
National Conference once again won by a majority. Soon after the 
declaration of the election results, Dr Faroog Abdullah was chosen as 
the party leader of National Conference and his members of the Min- 
istry took their oath of loyalty on 12" June AD 1983. During these 
days, Mufti Muhammad Syed was the State President of the Congress 
party, who strongly condemned the alleged unfairness resorted to in 
this election. National Conference won 47 seats in the election. Mr 
Hari Lal Hitaishi won the elections on the mandate of Congress from 
Bhadarwah (Reserve). Congress again won the elections impressively 
in the Jammu division where the party got 32 seats while other parties 
didn’t succeed much. From Assembly segment Indarwal, a candidate 
of National Conference, Sheikh Ghulam Muhammad Bhadarwahi 
was declared successful against a Congress candidate, Khawaja Abdul 
Gani Goni. 


Dismissal of Dr Faroog Abdullah, and Ghulam Muhammad 
Shah as Chief Minister (2nd July AD 1984- November AD 
1986) 


Because of the start of the violent operations by various militant 
outfits in different parts of the valley, the Central Government had to 
appoint a hard-willed man Mr. Jagmohan as the Governor of Jammu 
and Kashmir state in place of the Governor B. K. Nehru, so that such 
organizations could be rooted out completely. The Central Govern- 
ment kept on looking at the connections of Faroog Abdullah with his 
Opposition Parties with suspicion. On the other hand, the brother-in- 
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fF Abdullah and son-in-law of Sheikh Abdullah (who would 
law 0 arooq Fi F A ‘ 
ider himself as the successor of Sheikh Sahib) held a convention on 
nee AD 1984 after forming an opposition group within the Party, 
in which a resolution was got passed regarding the dismissal of Farooq 
Abdullah from Presidentship of National Conference and appointment 
of his (G.M. Shah's) wife Khalida as the new President. Some right- 
hand men of Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah and some of his former 
ministers like, Devi Das Thakur Ghulam Nabi Kochak, Mohan Kishan 
Tikoo and Shaheen were among those personalities who participated in 
that convention. Governor Jagmohan dismissed the Farooq govern- 
ment on 2™ July AD 1984 and unconstitutionally appointed Ghulam 
Muhammad Shah as the Chief Minister of the state at his place. This 
undemocratic step was highly denounced both in India and abroad. In 
the words of Alastair Lamb, this was actually “a puppet government run 
by the Centre through Governor.” 

‘The government of Ghulam Muhammad Shah had the support of 
13 members of the National Conference while also enjoying the sup- 
port of 26 Congress members. Before the Assembly session was con- 
vened, three more members of National Conference announced their 
Support to the Shah government that included Sheikh Ghulam Mu- 
hammad Bhadarwahi, a resident of Bhadarwah M.L.A Indarwal, who 


as sworn in as a minister and entrusted with the portfolio of Housing 
and Urban Development. 


Vigorous Disturbance in the Kashmir Valley 


| - Hep the vigorous political disturbances in the Kashmir Val- 
Picea people fell prey to the bullets of the police before the 
1984.1, ia of Legislative Assembly scheduled on 31" July AD 

People circumstances, curfew was so often imposed in the valley 
hah a¢ ‘Gd a nicknaming Chief Minister Ghulam Muhammad 
Couldnt be cal urfew’ During this time, even the Azans on Fridays 
Y's p. ed from the mosques in the Kashmir valley and the Mar- 


S Da + 
¥ A Would be observed every year since AD 1931 couldn't 
€d on 130 July that eat 
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The Resignation of Ghulam Muhammad Shah and 
Governor's Rule Under Jagmohan 
(7% March AD 1986 —November AD 1986) 


Dr Farooq Abdullah conducted tours across the state for the dismiss- 

al of the Ghulam Muhammad Shah's government. In that connection, 
he also kept on successfully addressing public rallies at different places of 
District Doda. It was a time when people had already become disgusted 
with Ghulam Muhammad Shah's government. On the other hand, by 

opening up the doors of Babri Masjid for the common people by Rajiv 

Gandhi, a wave of anger and sadness swept through the Muslims of _ 
Jammu region. Consequently, they formed the ‘Muslim Action Com-_ 
mittee’ and started taking out rallies and processions everywhere. React- 

ing to it, Shiv Sena also started taking out rallies and processions in ; 
which slogans like “Hindustan me rehna hai, to Ram Ram kehna hai.” 
[4z.: If you want to live in India, you ought to chant Rama's name] were 
raised. In turn, Muslims also invented some anti-Hindu slogans in re- 
sponse to those slogans. All these things kept on increasing communal 
tension. Some people also got wounded in clashes at Jammu and as a 
result, curfew had to be imposed there also. These conditions added fuel 
to the fire in the Kashmir valley. Shops of some of the non-Muslims 
were looted and pro-Pakistan and pro-Khalistan slogans were raised. 
These conditions also affected the outskirts of Srinagar where also the 
conditions started deteriorating. The ‘Lame Government of Shah Sahib 
could not control the worsening situation. At last, he was compelled to 
tender his resignation on 7* March AD 1986 to Governor Jagmohan 
who imposed Governor's Rule in the state. The ruling period of Jagmo- 
han lasted from March 1986 to November 1986. After it, the state came 
under the President's Rule for the first time. “ 


Rajiv-Faroog Accord, Coalition Government of ees 
and National Conference (7° November 1986-Novembet 
AD 1986) 
age oO | 
The central Government running under Rajiv Gandhi did not = ‘ 
put the state of Jammu and Kashmir under the Central govern™ 


Section—2 \41 7| 


President's rule for a long time. This is why they convinced Farooq Ab- 
dullah, as per an accord, to make a coalition government of Congress and 
National Conference. This accord is famously known as ‘Rajiv-Farooq 
Accord’. As per the accord, under the leadership of Dr Farooq Abdullah, 
the mentioned coalition government was formed in the state on 7 No- 
vember AD 1986 and the general elections for the Legislative Assembly 
were also scheduled to be held in March AD 1987. The President's rule 
in the state ended the same day with the signing of the accord. As per the 
‘bargain’, Rajiv Gandhi later came to Srinagar in December AD 1986 
and announced a sum of Rs. 1000 crores to be released by the Centre for 
the development of the state. The accord was again accused to facilitate a 
forcible control by the Central government on the Kashmiris. 


Assembly Elections of AD 1986 Appointment of Hari Lal 
Hitaishi and Muhammad Sharif Niaz as State Ministers 


In the elections of March AD 1986, Mr Hari Lal Hitaishi was de- 
clared successful from Bhadarwah Assembly ward whereas a candidate of 
Congress, Mr Muhammad Sharif Niaz won the elections from Indarwal 
ward. Hitaishi Sahib was appointed as Minister of State for Education 
whereas Niaz Sahib was appointed as Minister of State for Law. Both the 
persons in their little tenure displayed an empathetic approach towards 
people and also proposed many new developmental works. However, 
they didn’t get the time to implement them because the existing coalition 
government sustained only until the first month of AD 1990 In the 
words of Alastair Lamb “With the exception of elections held in AD 
1977, the elections conducted in AD 1987 were again very non-indepen- 
dent and non-transparent as those others which were held in the history 
of the state from time to time.” It must be remembered, in that election, 
National Conference had got 39 seats in total, Congress had got 24 seals 
in Jammu division only (4 in the valley), Muslim Front had won 4 while 
Bharatiya Janta Party had got 7 seats from Jammu. 


Operations of Militant Organizations in the Valley and 
cir Impact on District Doda 


In July AD 1988 and the following months, bombs were blasted in 
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some parts of the valley for the first time, the responsibility of which ™ 
was taken by Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front. A bomb was also 
blasted in the main Bazaar of Jammu. On the eve of the Pakistani 
Independence Day i.e 14" August, Pakistani flags were raised in some _ 


parts of the valley and District Doda. During the procession of the 


pro-Pakistani groups, clashes erupted between the police forces and 3 
the youth and some lives were also lost in the ensuing police action at 
various places in the valley, injuring many others. Seeing the situation _ 


running out of control, some political organizations demanded the 
dismissal of the government. On the other hand, during the interven- 
ing night of 17" and 18* December AD 1988, a group of Muslim 
youth rained bullets on the residence of Ali Muhammad Watali, Dep- 


uty Inspector General Police. In the resulting encounter, one youth of : 
the Liberation Front, Aijaz passed away. Thus began the armed strug- 


gle in Kashmir. 


Stone-Pelting on the Religious Procession of the 
Sikh Community in Jammu 


On the other hand, on 13 January AD 1989, few people from 
some community pelted stones on the religious procession of Sikhs in 
Jammu in which 12 people were killed while injuring over 100 others. 
‘These clashes continued for around 5 hours which the police failed to ~ 
control. Properties worth lakhs of rupees were destroyed. After a lot of 


damage, curfew was finally imposed in the city.'| Despite the sad inci- 
dent, the Sikh community didn’t retaliate in turn. 

After the hanging of ‘Maqbool Bhar’ ®!, on his first death anniversa- 
ry, ie. 11% February AD 1989, a strike was observed in the entire valley 
that also impacted District Doda. The administration in the valley as 
completely paralyzed. Liberation Front had virtually taken the enure 
administration in its hand. Whereas Farooq Abdullah made himself 
scarce, the officials of National Conference started to tender their resig- 
nations which led to a Political vacuum. Various newly formed militant 
organizations started to bend the situations towards them every 9°W 
and then. Strikes were announced on a daily basis while bombs ee 
shaking the valley. Underground operations created disturbances 1" 


abies! 
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litical environment of the state. While political leaders also started to 
get killed, arrests were being made simultaneously on the other hand. 
Shabir Shah loomed large in the armed Politics of the valley. After 
B].P’s Tika Lal Tiploo was skilled by some gunmen, a feeling of fear 
and terror rose within the Kashmiri Pandits. Some people being con- 
sidered as informers were allegedly targeted by bullets. The Session 
Judge Shri Neel Kanth who had conducted the proceedings of ‘Maq- 
bool Bhat’ case was shot dead. A state of chaos and confusion erupted 
everywhere. In such circumstances, thousands of Kashmiri Pandits 
were forced to migrate to Jammu, Udhampur and other parts of the 
country for the safety of their lives. 


Parliamentary Elections of AD 1989 
Ghulam Nabi Azad in Rajya Sabha 

With the support of the National Conference, Mr. Ghulam Nabi 
Azad was elected to be the member of the Rajya Sabha on 30° Novem- 
ber AD 1989 and when Sonia Gandhi became the Congress President, 
he was appointed at the enviable position of the General Secretary of 
All India Congress Committee. Holding the position, Jenab Ghulam 
Nabi Azad actively participated in the affairs of the organization and 
strengthened the Congress Party in many other states. In J&K, he also 
took part in the developmental works besides attending to the organi- 
zational matters, while also serving as the link between the State and 
the Central Government. 

In December AD 1989, parliamentary elections were held here, in 
which the percentage of cast votes at various places of the valley re- 
mained between 02-05 %. National Conference captured all the three 
seats of the valley in these elections. Mufti Muhammad Syed, in the 
Ministry of V.P. Singh, was appointed as the Home Minister but on the 
other hand, the conditions in the valley kept turning grim with every 
Passing day. Curfew was imposed in the big towns. Cinema halls and 
Wine shops were closed down. Many government pro 
toyed, After reappointing Jenab Jagmohan as the Governor in Janu- 
ig 1990, Governor's rule was imposed in the state, and Assembly 

‘ons were postponed. This was not received well by Farooq Gov- 


perties were de- 
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ernment that tendered its resignation in protest against the nomination 
of Jagmohan as the Governor. 


The Resignation of Dr Faroog Abdullah and Second 
Tenure of Governor Jagmohan (January AD 1990-26 
May AD 1990) 


The government of Dr Farooq Abdullah resigned as a mark of pro- 
test but the biggest challenge before Governor Jagmohan was the resto- 
ration of law and order in the state. As such, Jagmohan adopted a rad- 
ical course of action against the militancy favouring elements during 
that period. A series of bomb blasts rocked the valley. Besides the en- 
counters between the gunmen and the forces, the process of frequent 
arrests kept increasing by the day. As per the orders of Jagmohan, search 
raids were conducted in almost every home in the valley. People would 
be assembled and then got identified by the informers. In the process, 
even women, children and older people were not spared. This extremist 
behavior by the government triggered intense protests by the people. 
Pro-Freedom slogans were widely raised that gave many sleepless nights 
to the Jagmohan Government. 

The conditions of the Kashmir valley had now gradually begun af- 
fecting almost all the Tehsils of the District Doda. People even from 
Doda, Bhadarwah, Kishtwar, and Banihal protested and expressed their 
solidarity with the Kashmiri people. The government appointed a Spe- 
cial Commissioner and a Deputy Inspector General for crushing the 
movement in District Udhampur and District Doda. In his famous 
book ‘Focus on Jammu and Kashmir’ (p.444), Mr. Wali Muhammad 

Aseer Kishrwari has sketched the entire happenings of those times as: 

“The Governor, in view of the disturbance, closed the state to for- 
eign journalists. In the valley of Kashmir, the Indian Army reinforced 
the existing security police, notably the Central Reserve Force, in im- 
posing an increasingly severe regime of curfews and the usual measures 
of house searches, arbitrary arrests and retaliatory punishment of the 
civil population accompanied by rape and looting, common in suc 
situations, as well as the punitive destruction of houses, indeed of entire 


neighbourhoods.” 
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“On 21* January AD 1990, a number of demonstrators were killed 
due to the indiscriminate firing of C.R.PF at Gaw Kadal. The state 
police lifted the dead bodies lying on the spot and dropped the same 
in the local mosques. Due to this episode, the situation grew much 
tense. The brutal murder of some respectable personalities sent shud- 
ders down the spines of Kashmiri people in different parts of the val- 
ley, as a result of which the Kashmiri Pandits began to migrate towards 
Jammu, Udhampur and other parts of Delhi leaving behind their 
homes, hearths, and properties. It was propagated that the Kashmiri 
Pandits abandoning their properties had left the valley at the secret 
behest of Governor Jagmohan. This deplorable mass migration irreme- 
diably damaged the centuries-old brotherhood and deep relations be- 
tween Hindu and Muslim communities of the valley. In AD 1990 it- 
self, a number of Muslim elite were shot dead on a selective basis and 
in this context, the most popular Vice-Chancellor of the Kashmir 
University was not even spared who was a non-state subject and had 
nothing to do with the local politics. During the same period, the 
government closed down a number of Madrasas working under Falah- 
e-Aam Trust [lit.: Public Welfare Trust] and dismissed more than one 
hundred teachers. Due to these repressive and strong steps taken by 
Governor Jagmohan, the public support and sympathies towards the 
militants began to increase. In violation of the restrictions under Sec- 
tion 144, a big procession comprising of people who had come from 
different parts of the valley was taken out from Sonwar on first of 
March AD 1990 in which anti-Hindu and pro-freedom slogans were 
raised. A lot of people lost their lives in the police firing at different 
Places. The procession and public meetings were harshly curbed and 
People were driven out of their homes and a series of search operations 
and mass arrests were resorted to. A number of suspected youth put in 
Interrogation Centers were subjected to different forms of oppression. 

€ curfew would be imposed time and again and the conditions be- 
84n to go from bad to worst day by day. The effects of these move- 
Ments and activities were generally felt in District Doda and besides 
Bhadarwah, the areas of Bhalesa, Thathri, Kilar, and Marmat were par- 
‘ularly affected the most. 
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Firing on Muslim Procession in Seeri Bazaar Bhadarwah 
and Beginning of Militancy 

These movements and militancy related activities being carried out 
in the valley had not greatly affected the state of affairs of Bhadarwah 
valley until then despite the fact that the Muslims had been developing 
sympathies with Liberation Front inwardly. 

Unfortunately, “on April 13% AD 1990, a Muslim procession was 
attacked by some non-Muslims at Seeri Bazaar, Bhadarwah resulting in 
the death of three Muslims namely Bashir Ahmad Bhat, Irshad Ahmad 
and Abdul Wahid Shora in the police action. The local administration 
started a campaign for arresting the Muslim youth, so more than one 
hundred young boys of Bhadarwah area joined the militant organiza- 
tions. A number of innocent persons, mostly government servants after 
being arrested, were sent to Joint Interrogation Center, Jammu which 
created a lot of public anger. Thus the hilly Doda district also became a 
militancy infested area.” 

This peaceful protest could also have been dispersed by peaceful 
means but the local government agents acting upon of the directions of 
the higher officials and without using their farsightedness themselves 
ended up inviting the engagement of these militant organizations in 
this peaceful valley. Because worsening of the situations, at last Jagmo- 
han, was forced to resign in May AD 1990. Even though a lot of atten- 
tion was paid towards the development and beautification of Jammu in 


that period, the valley of Bhadarwah became the victim of negligence 
of the government. 


The Resignation of Jagmohan and Girish Chandra 
Saxena as New Governor 


After the resignation of Governor Jagmohan in May AD 1990, the 
charge of Governor was held by Mr. Girish Chandar Saxena. During 
the same time, a horrible era of burning down the government offices, 
school buildings, bridges, and other government buildings, etc. was 
started at the hands of the militant organizations. Such operations 
were gradually started in District Doda also. However, some farsight- 
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ders, political and religious leaders kept on putting in their best 
is ae ters to retain peace and order in this district while also 
nee minorities from migrating out of the place. On the other 
od iotease committees were formed by the government in the Mi- 
nority places which were entrusted with safeguarding their respective- 
ly assigned villages or areas. However, at some places, these commit- 
tees were also alleged to be biased towards a particular community 
while the government was also accused of distributing arms through 
their officers among the people of a particular community, thus dis- 
ctiminating with the other living in the same village. Nevertheless, 
this initiative helped a lot in creating a sense of security among Mi- 
norities. 


Armed Activities in District Doda 


Under the leadership of Babar Badr, Muslim Janbaz Forces started 
their armed operations in District Doda. Babar Badr was arrested in 
AD 1991. On the other hand, some gunmen also started surrendering 
under intense pressure from government Forces and its oppressive pol- 
icy. According to a statement by Governor Saxena, 893 militants had 
by then surrendered themselves before the Government Forces while 
thousands of other people were arrested. Innumerable people lost their 
lives in different parts of the state. Many places had been directly struck 
by militancy including Doda, Bhadarwah and Banihal in District Doda 
besides some parts of Kishtwar also. As in the valley, a series of strikes 
also started at these places and in the exchanged gunfire between Forces 
and armed youth during the encounters, a two-sided loss of life became 
inevitable at many places of the district. 


Encounter At Village Poneja Bhadarwah 


_ On 15" August AD 1992, an encounter took place at village Pone- 
ja falling on 


ce Bhadarwah-Chamba road, in Doda district, resulting in 
an es also. In the afternoon D.1.G, Udhampur-Doda Range, Shri 
oe . ingh Slathia and SSP Doda Mr. Ashok Gupta rushed to the 
Gan came under heavy attack of the militants on Bhadarwah 

‘4 road. The SSP Doda was seriously injured and even D.LG. 
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received minor scratches when he jumped down in the fields to save ; 
life. Certain vehicles got damaged besides causalities and injury cases 
The Bhadarwah town seemed to have been converted into a battlefield 
The Tehsil and Police complexes also came under heavy firing/shellin 
This was the first militant action in Doda district in which mort 
grenades, UMG, and rockets were used. The curfew though announ: od 
on 15th August itself, could not be enforced till next morning when the 
town was handed over to Army. The vehicles moving between Doda 
and Bhadarwah were also attacked that took some hours for sending 
reinforcement. Even the helicopter flying to Bhadarwah was attacked 


from some hilltop.””! 


A Fire Incident and Curfew at Doda 


Such incidents had already surfaced in Doda, however, after th 
death of a CRPF soldier by some gunman, an ambush of an extremis 
was blasted off and instantly many houses and shops at the place 
caught fire. Curfew was imposed in the town. In the meantime, CRPF 
firing resulted in the deaths of a youth from Doda town Masood 
Athar S/o Mushtaq Faredi and a person named Abdul Rehman Ban= 
groo after which an outcry was raised in the entire town. Because of | 
the similar incidents happening at other places, the peace and ordet : 
of the town was completely lost. Severe damage was brought upon 
the private and government property in District Doda and the pro= 
cess of arresting political members and upper-ground leaders was also 


started that included a famous leader of Bhadarwah Khwaja Abdulai 3 
Khateeb also. i 


Formation of Hurriyat Conference in Kashmir | 

In December AD 1992, an organization by the name of ‘Huy 
Conference’ was formed under the leadership of Mirwaiz Umar Farooq 
in Kashmir in which only the members of pro-Freedom political groups: 
of the valley were included while giving no representation to any P a 
of the Jammu region. The members of this organization one a / 
Bhadarwah also where despite being upset, people kept pinning u 
hopes on them. 
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The Tenure of the Governorship of K.V. Krishna Rao, and 
the Incidents of Murder of the Political Leaders and 
Civilians 
Between AD 1992 and AD 1993, many militants and civilians were 
killed in the valley. With the killing of a young leader of Bharatiya Janta 
Party Santosh Thakur by some gunman in December AD 1992, a series 
of murdering the political leaders was started in District Doda also. When 
the situations worsened in the state, K. V. Krishna Rao was appointed as 
the new Governor in place of Governor Saxena. He graced the chair from 
12" March AD 1993 to October AD 1996. Many militant leaders were 
arrested during his tenure. In the meantime, a famous leader of Kishtwar 
who was associated with Hindu Rakhsha Samiti was shot dead by un- 
known gunmen outside his shop on 10% May AD 1993. This threw the 
conditions in Kishtwar out of control and an indefinite curfew was im- 
posed there. As a reaction, Sir Iqbal Academy located at Sarkoot was 
torched while some other government and non-government properties 
were also damaged. Communal tensions grew so much that the personal 
secretary of Mr. Muhammad Sharif Niaz M.L.A Indarwal and the then 
Deputy Law Minister, Abdul Qayoom Dar of Bhalesa was burnt alive at 
his rented accommodation. Also, the custodial killings of three engineers 
of Kishtwar in an Army Camp made the conditions extremely volatile. 
After these heinous murders in June AD 1993, 16 Hindu commuters 
were made to alight from a bus and were butchered to death at a place 
near Hasti in August AD 1993. This heart-wrenching murder was con- 
demned by everybody, Curfew was imposed for several days in the Bha- 
town as in Kishtwar. Meanwhile, intense encounters took place 
between Afghan militants and the Security Forces. Among them, the 
biggest encounter took place on ‘Asho Dhaar’ (Asho meadow) of Bhadar- 
wah which prolonged for around 60 hours. Many extremists and Forces 
were killed in the entire District during this period. 


The Killings of Militants in Bhadarwah 

: On 12% May AD 1993, two pro-Freedom youth Shabir Ahmad Na- 
Jat Slo Ghulam Muhammad Najar and Masood Ahmad Malik of Chi- 
NOt were besieged by Army near the graveyard of Bhadarwah where 
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they were shot dead. A strike was announced by a community in the 
town and all the business was shut down. Soon after it, three extremists 
were arrested from a home in village Dareja on 23" May AD 1993, a 
After beating them severely, they were allegedly taken to Tourist Hut 
Dandi where they succumbed. A wave of anger and sorrow ran through 
the Muslim residents of Bhadarwah town once again. All the shops and 
other business establishments were closed in the town and its surround- 
ing areas that day. The deceased youth included Aijaz Ahmad Zargar 
S/o Ghulam Mohiuddin Zargar of Dareja, Abdul Hamid Bhat S/o Ab- 
dul Gani Bhat of Parnala Bhadarwah and Gagoo Dar S/o Muhammad 
Hanif Dar of Chaka Bhadarwah. 


The Incident of Looting the Government Fund 
(30 Lakh Rupees) 


“On 7* December AD 1993, Cash remittance of rupees 30 lakhs 
was looted by the suspected militants at Malikpora, on Thathri-Kilhotran 
road. The cash was drawn from District Treasury Doda for Gandoh 
‘Treasury where the disbursement of salaries to the government employ- 
ees was delayed due to non-availability of cash balance. This was the 
first major cash looting incident in the J&cK state.”!" 

During the same period, kidnapping of the people and the murder 
of the informers continued. A Junior Engineer of Kishtwar Subhash 
Chander Sen was shot at in the broad daylight at the lower shrine (Aas- 
tana). A suspect was also killed in a mosque at Sarkoot by the forces. 
The mosque got burnt down due to the shelling. 


The Murder of Swami Raj Katil 


On 30® May AD 1994, a famous B,J.P. leader of Bhadarwah and 
petition writer Swami Raj Katil was shot dead by a suspected militant 
on his way back home from the Bhadarwah court in Village Monda. 
This incident again led to the communal tension in Bhadarwah and its 
surrounding areas, However, with the help of the state machinery, lead- 
ers of the Hindu and Muslim communities and some elderly men the 
situation was successfully contained. A strike was partly observed at the 
death of Katil in the town. 
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Death of An Extremist 


Some days prior to the above-mentioned incident i.e. on 15% May 
AD 1994, an extremist Abdul Gafoor Ganai S/o Muhammad Sultan 
Ganai of Mohalla Kahi was killed in an encounter with the Bhadarwah 
Army. As usual, a strike was announced by the Muslim community that 
kept its business establishments shut. It must be remembered that the 
deceased’s father Muhammad Sultan Ganai had been a close associate 
of Bakshi Ghulam Muhammad. It is said that Bakshi Sahib had also 
helped in issuing a Truck License in his favour, which is why he was also 
remembered as “Truck Sultan’. 


The Death of B.J.P. Leader and Communal Tension 


During those very days, another leader of B.J.P Ruchar Kumar was 
also killed by a suspected militant. Consequently, intense communal 
tensions erupted in the Bhadarwah town and its adjoining areas. 
Some clashes between Hindu and Muslim communities also took 
place around Seeri Bazaar during which an employee of the Power 
Department, Bashir Ahmad Shorgadu was allegedly shot at by some 
unknown person while properties of the inhabiting Muslims of the 
place were also damaged. A couple of families also shifted away from 


their homes temporarily while the conditions remained tense for 
many days, 


Shabir Shah’s Visit to Bhadarwah 


It was probably in the year AD 1994 when the founding leader of 
People’s League Shabir Shah visited different Tehsil headquarters of 
District Doda under his slogan of ‘Right of Self Determination’ for 
the People of the state, and soon after his release from the Jail, he 
” came to Bhadarwah where he was cordially welcomed by Mus- 
ms. However, internal clashes within the militant organizations 
€pt on increasing by the day which was resented by the people. 
Nevertheless, the impact of political conditions of the valley kept on 


filling directly on District Doda and the youth kept on joining var- 
‘us militant outfits, 
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The Killings of Militants 


On 24" May AD 1994, Bakht Parvez Daand alias Junaid S/o Ghu- 
lam Hussain Daand R/o Mohalla Thara Bhadarwah fell to the bullets 
of the Army at village Nasaka. As soon as the news of his death spread, . 
the Muslim Community of Bhadarwah again observed a strike and 
closed all their business establishments while a huge number of people « 
participated in his funeral. a 

On 25" November AD 1994, a youth Arif Shujah Malik S/o Mu- | 
hammad Illiyas Malik R/o Dharampora died by an explosion in his 
own home. His death in the mysterious circumstances sparked anger 
and sorrow in the entire town. The entire Bhadarwah turned up for the 4 


funeral of the departed soul. 


Incidents in Bhadarwah and Educationist Ghulam Nabi 
Reshu Wounded 


During the intervening night of 30 November AD 1994 and I* ~ 
December AD 1994, two militants barged into the residential house of 
Bilal Ahmad located at Mohalla Masjid Bhadarwah. Bilal Ahmad S/o 
Ghulam Mustafa had been working as an Agricultural Assistant in De- 
partment of Agriculture. Out of fear, he ran away to somebody else’s 
home from where he left to the Jamia Masjid for offering the Fajr 
(morning) prayers. In the meantime, his house was surrounded by an 
Army contingent led by a Commando and a search operation was start- 
ed at his home. One of the two militants shot dead Commando Raju. 
During the same incident, Shahid Malik S/o Master Muhammad An- 
war Malik R/o Mohalla Adda Bhadarwah also fell prey to the bullets of 
soldiers. When Bilal Ahmad was returning home, he was allegedly : 
made to stand at a corner of the Mosque wall and shot dead while he 
had been pleading to let him go home and see his children. Another iy 
militant namely Abbas Ahmad S/o Muhammad Munawar R/o Thathti, ~ 
even though succeeded in fleeing away from the roof of a house; he wie 
immediately caught in a nearby lane. He was taken to an interrogation © 
center at Hotel Chota Kashmir at Adda Bhadarwah where he was al- 
legedly beaten a lot and shot dead. During the same time, a respect® 
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Educationist and Social worker of the city Mr. Ghulam Nabi Reshu 
was allegedly forced to walk barefoot on the snow by some Army men 

dwas taken to the same interrogation centre where he was physically 
aie by the stock of the guns and rods so much so that he fell un- 
conscious while also severely injuring one of his eyes and also breaking 
some ribs. As Dr Wali Muhammad Khan coincidently happened to 
pass through the place, he caught sight of Reshu Sahib who was lying 
still and unconscious on the verandah. After checking the pulse, he 
took him to the hospital in his Jeep. It was a day when a curfew was 
imposed in the city. From the hospital, he was later shifted to Medical 
College Jammu during the night where his eye was operated upon un- 
der the supervision of a lady doctor. However, after it was declared 
non-functioning, the eye had to be extracted out. Thus the incident 
quiet unjustly cost him his eyesight. He had retired from a very good 
position after working in the Education Department. Because of sus- 
taining injuries in his ribs, a wound also developed in one of his lungs 
which later transformed into an untreatable disease and on 6 March 
AD 2006, he deserted us by leaving for his heavenly abode. “/nnalaha 
Wa Inna Ilaihi Rajioun’ [lit.: ...To Allah, We belong and Truly, to Him, 


we shall return. Al Quran 2:1 56]!"") . The entire Bhadarwah was struck 
with grief by his death. 


The Surrender of the Extremist Ikhwanis 


Pinca AD 1995, 23 extremists of Ikhwan-ul-Muslimeen sur- 
lis : emselves to the Army at Sumbal Baramulla and started 
ae fe as ee of the Army against the militant organiza- 
Sisvalens this new turn of events, youth from some other organiza- 
started o aria surrendering themselves. Koka Parrey, Nab Azad etc. 
Waged a = oe for the Central Army to the extent that they 
ami and ae virtual war against Hizbul Mujahideen and Jamait-e-Is- 
“tence alle ak heavy damages to these organizations. Hurriyat Con- 
Spitacy a a groups to be traitors and their actions as ‘a con- 
Shiraz; ie K st the Hurriyat Movement’. Former Militant Jamshed 

: as later also declared successful from Sonawari 


eioty oka Parrey w 
Y ward in the State Assembly elections. Parrey represented the 
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ward for the next six years. And therefore, a third power 
valley while Militancy in the District Doda intensified. 


The Killings of Militants in Bhala-Killar 


On 6" March AD 1995, an aggressive campaign was launched by - 
Rashtriya Rifles against the militants in the surrounding areas of Dis. _ 
trict Doda. Severe Military operations were also Started at different _ 
places in Tehsil Bhadarwah. In the meantime, an encounter lasting over 
several hours also started at Village Bhala Illaga Killar Bhadarwah be- | 
tween the Forces and the extremists. Ten militants and a Captain of the q 
Rashtriya Rifles were killed in the encounter. The killed militants in- i 
cluded the extremists of Harkat-ul-Mujahideen and Harkat-ul-Ansar — 
groups among who two belonged to foreign countries of Sweden and 
Afghanistan. A strike was observed against these killings by a commu- 
nity in Bhadarwah town and some of its adjoining areas. 


Military Operations Against the Militants 


On 2™ August AD 1995, an extremist Aftab Alam S/o Abdul Rouf 
Mughal R/o Village Chaka Bhadarwah was surrounded and killed by 4 
the Military forces. Upon his death, a wave of rage and sorrow ran 
through the Muslim community of Bhadarwah and a strike was ob- 
served there including some other adjoining places. ; 

Regarding the militant activities in District Doda in the year AD 
1995, Mr Wali Muhammad Aseer Kishtwari in his famous book ‘Focus 4 
on Jammu and Kashmir’ (p.489) writes as follows: i 

“The reports about the Presence of foreign mercenaries in various — 
Parts of District Doda, the army and security forces established their 
pickets on the hilltops and other Strategic points to check the move- J 
ment of militants in this hilly region, Despite all these measures, ab 
ductions, kidnapping, explosions, killings, mine-blasts, encounters — 
executions and deaths continued as a routine affair, In Bhadarwah, 
communal tension, as well as militant attacks, disturbed the area. Om E 
May 20, AD 1995, Sh. Sudhanshy Panday, D.C. Doda, and Javed Als i 
mad Makhdoomi §.S.P Doda had a narrow escape when their vehi : 
came under heavy firing of militants at Galgander on Pul-Doda Bha- 


fose in the P 
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road. One JKP Security guard of S.S.P. got killed while a num- 
ullets hit the wagon of Deputy Commissioner Doda.” 

rther, “More areas falling in Jammu region from 
Mahore-Gool, Chenhani, Sudh Mahadeyv, Latti, Du- 
Sarthal were engulfed by militant activities.” 


ber of b 
He writes fu 


P oonch-Rajouri, 
doo, Basantgarh, Bani, 


An Important Statement 

According to an account given by Muhammad Yousuf Lone R/o 
Malnai Tehsil Bhadarwah: 

“During the intervening night of 3 and 4° February AD 1 
sometime after 21:00 hours, a vehicle came from Bhadarwah to ee 
noo side while he was busy in explaining some mathematical problem 
to his daughter. Army personnel would often come there durin he 
night. The vehicle stopped near the shop of Molvi Muhammad Hus. 
sain while he was kneading clay at the brick kiln. Three uniformed 
armed men alighted from the vehicle and enquired about the ho f 
Fazal Hussain Dar from Molvi Muhammad Hussain. Molvi Sah an 
sent to call Fazal Hussain Dar at th + baainr rece 

ar at the place. He had been workin 
Inspector Co-operative. His house was thoroughly searched and ae 
ries about Master Fareed Hussain were also iad whs wie itaobaa 
; amin 
. Dar Sahib and worked in some private school after clearin oA ie 
ass examination. The nephew of Dar Sahib al i Sere. Th 
armed men shoved Fazal Hussai i iiga cece Se ellags 
Stee a ane Dar, Fareed Hussain Dar, Talib Hus- 
sed eae ee u ieee Hussain Lone in the truck and pro- 
EeGialipnenbes A e incident created anxiety in the village and 
CREF locered ; € respective people reached the check post of 
n Paranoo. Howev b 

were sent back. The nes, ihe Owever, no ody heard them and they 
itty thecmninde 1 OD : ning a delegation left towards Doda re- 
alS.P Dutiig — : . a asked this delegation to meet Addition- 
elegation eties ays, Maqdoomi Sahib was the S.P. Doda but the 
baideaats hater Uh eesien after the meeting. A person Mu- 
leased later. I gal fc) “eM was arrested in this case but he was also re- 
itself. Wher Tit ‘3 y said that the vehicle was a truck of the Police 
Was revealed fiieocithin Lone returned home the following day, it 
im that they were alighted at Prem Nagar wear 
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Chenab River. Taking advantage of the dark, he had somehow pn 
away and kept hiding in a trench where he had heard bullet shots Pe, 
quite possible, as per his account that the mentioned people were a \ 
drowned alive in the Chenab River or thrown into it after shootin 
them. Only God knows the truth. Had the case been genuinely inves 

tigated, the truth could have been known.”""?! 


The Killings of Innocent Civilians in Dareja Bhadarwah 


On 20" January AD 1996, some uniformed armed men entered into _ 
the residential house of one Shams-ud-Din Zargar in the dark of the : 
night, in village Dhonsa Payein Dareja Bhadarwah, and started raining” 
bullets on the family members ending up in killing all the people pres- 
ent there. In the heart-wrenching incident, Shams-ud-Din Zargar, his 
wife Jana Begum, his son Shabir Ahmad, daughter-in-law Syeda Be- _ 
gum, other two sons Jehangir Ahmad and Junaid Ahmad lost their 
lives. Besides them, a female guest from Bhalesa Maryam Begum and 4 
her son Muhammad Ishaq who had come to visit them also became the ~ 
targets of these bullets. The entire Bhadarwah valley was swept by a — 
wave of grief and agony and Muslims demanded investigation into the 
incident. A Security guard of a local leader and Task Force allegedly 
involved in the incident were doubted to be behind the incident but 
the police could not investigate the matter completely and so no clue 
about the actual killers was ever found. All the slain people were laid to 
rest in the Martyr's graveyard at Bhadarwah. It was clear that nove of 
the murdered people had any links with the extremist organizations 
and were innocent in every way. 


Surrender of Janbaz Forces’ and Al-Jihad’s Commanders 


Because of the increasing pressure of various internal and ence 
Democratic powers, the Central government now didn’t want to aa 
tinue the President’s rule in the Jammu and Kashmir State for a te 
time. This is why a Dialogue process at the political level was ee : 
neously initiated with both the local political parties as well f 
militant organizations. During the same time, a policy was 2'S° 


; violent L 
for conducting the Assembly elections and also suppressing id 
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- ons of the mercenaries. In addition to this, the process of getting 
operations : ; A 

Jacter organizations surrender also continued swiftly. As per the pol- 
the the commanders of four ‘Pro-Pakistan’ organizations i.e, Umran 
ee Babar Badr (Firdous Ahmad Baba of Bhadarwah), Adil Fareedi of 
Fale Masarat Rafigi of Bhadarwah and other commanders of Al-Ji- 
had organization surrendered their weapons in the beautiful valley of 
Patnitop. However, because of the appearance of other militant organi- 
zations on the horizon of the district, the operations of the extremists 
still continued at the place. The Central government had first started a 
dialogue with these surrendered organizations around March AD 1996 
after which they had surrendered according to some secret pact. Babar 
Badr was later also made a member of the Legislative Council and also 
made to give some statements during a foreign tour. He (Muslim Jan- 
baz Force) got a seat in the Legislative Council under the patronage of 
National Conference. Bilal Lodhi joined PD.P while as Imran Rahi 
formed his own separate party and contested the election. Bilal Lodhi 
was also given a seat in the Legislative Council. 


Parliamentary Elections in the State 


Elections were held in AD 1996 for six parliamentary seats in the 
state in which the overall percentage of voting was extremely small in 
the valley. Professor Chaman Lal Gupta (B.J.P) was declared successful 
in Udhampur-Doda Constituency. Soon after the elections, the Presi- 
dent's rule in the state was extended until 18" January AD 1997. 


Legislative Assembly Elections in the State 


Even though the President’s rule was extended in the state, the 
elections for the State Assembly were got conducted in September 
AD 1996 in which National Conference won by a large majority. As 
7. Hurtiyat Conference and other militant organizations appealed 
Se aa not to cast their vores in these elections. These elections 
. = conducted under strict Army surveillance. In these elec- 

ae ational Conference won 57 seats. Later, two independent 

rs of Assembly from Banihal and Gurez also joined the party. 
7 won 8 whereas Congress won 7 seats in these elections. 5 seats 
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went to Janta Dal, 5 to Bahujan Samaj Party, one seat each went to 
C.PM and Panthers Party while as two seats were won by other par- 
ties. Sheikh Abdul Rehman from Bhadarwah Assembly Constituency 
became successful on the ticket of Bahujan Samaj Party while as 
Qazi Jalal-ud-Din also won the election from Indarwal as the candi- 
date of National Conference. 


The New Ruling Tenure of Faroog Abdullah 
(9th October AD 1996-17th October AD 2002) 


Under the leadership of Dr Farooq Abdullah, the new government 


of the state took an oath of office on 9" October AD 1996 in Srinagar. — 


This government lasted until 17 October AD 2002. During this peri- 
od District Development Boards were reconstituted and one Minister 
each were appointed as Chairmen of District Boards in place of the 
Deputy Commissioners. 


AD 1997 - A Year of Militancy 


During this period also, militant attacks continued happening in | 


Tehsil Bhadarwah and District Doda, etc. like many other places of the — 


valley in which besides the militants and military forces, a lot of civil- 


ians also kept losing their lives. In fact, the year AD 1997 was overall 
marked by some militancy related big incidents that led to colossal 


damage of both men and material. 


The Centre released large funds during the government of Farooq 


Abdullah for various developmental works particularly the renovation 
of ruined school buildings, renovation of roads, etc. Despite various 
steps undertaken by the government to curb corruption in the state, the 
menace was rampant everywhere. Members of the Rural Defence Com- 
mittees were also being continuously attacked. According to official 
sources, 1097 militants got killed in the year AD 1997 alone. Accord- 
ing to another release, during the same time, 71 mercenaries of Lash- 
har-e-Toiba etc. were killed in the 355 encounters between militants 
and Forces in the administrative districts of Udhampur and Doda. In 


the year AD 1997, 107 encounters were recorded in District Doda 4 


alone in which 54 mercenaries were killed. 


TT RS MOE te ee ERO NT eee ee Se 
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[mplementation of 5'™ Pay Commission in the State 


In December 


AD 1997, while accepting the report of the 5" Pay 
Commission on the pattern of the Central Government, the State gov- 
ernment announced the new salary structure in favour of almost 3 
lakhs employees of the State, which made the employees of District 
Doda celebrate who lauded this step of the Government. 


The Murder of Kashmiri Pandits in Wandhama 


At the beginning of AD 1998, 23 Kashmiri Pandits belonging to a 
minority class were brutally murdered by unknown armed men at 
Wandhama in Ganderbal Kashmir. Muslims from across the valley 
strongly condemned these barbaric murders. People from across the 
communities in Jammu region also strongly condemned this gruesome 
ctime. However, militant organizations termed the incident as a ‘Mili- 
tary Conspiracy’. During the same period, 9 people died at the hands 
of Forces at village Qadrana of Marwah that included a woman and a 
child as well. In response to it, people from a specific community ob- 
served a strike in the entire District. 

On 8* January AD 1998, an intense encounter took place between 
the Military Forces and the mercenaries at Bhala in which two soldiers 
were killed, 


Girish Chander Saxena as Governor 


On 2"! May AD 1998, Girish Chander Saxena was administered an 
oath in the capacity of a Governor of the State for the second time 
while Dr Farooq Abdullah served as the Chief Minister of the state. 


The Murder of Hindu Baratis in Chapnadi 


S erilinaes on 2™ June AD 1998, some gunmen suddenly at- 
its, ; Marriage procession of the Minority community at Chapna- 
Nas - and mercilessly shot dead around 25 Baratis [lit.: wedding 
: are the groom] along with the groom, which made 

‘ ‘pepe apprehensive of the situation being vitiated fur- 
- The government immediately imposed Curfew at Doda, 
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Bhadarwah and Tehsil headquarters of Kishtwar. ‘This barbaric and 
agonizing incident was strongly denounced by all the communities of 
the state. : 


The Demise of Moulana Ataullah Suharwardy 


A famous religious leader of District Doda and a senior experienced 
member and Political leader of National Conference, Moulana Ataul- _ 
lah Suharwardy Farid Abadi passed away from this temporal world at _ 
All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) New Delhi on 27% 
January AD 1997. “Inallah a wa ina illahi rajioun” [lit.: ...To Allah, We 
belong and Truly, to Him, we shall return. Al Quran 2:156]""""The 
deceased was associated with Muslim Conference in his initial times 
but after a meeting with Sheikh Abdullah in the Bhadarwah jail, he 
became a supporter of the National Conference. Following which, he 
never changed his stance at all until his last breath and stood by Sheikh 
Abdullah in all the ups and downs of his political life. Suharwardy Sa- 
hib kept discharging his duties as an Imam of the Jamia Masjid Doda 
since his childhood. He was widely acknowledged for his fearlessness, 
honesty, farsightedness, and graciousness. He dedicated all that he had 
for the freedom movement of Kashmir and was closely associated with 
the people of the Kashmir valley, Jammu, Bhadarwah, Bhalesa, and 
Thathri. During his Ministerial era, he kept on helping many deserving 
people. He has played a vital role in the Reformation of Administrative 
structure of the Department of Education. During his tenure, a lot of 
developmental schemes were initiated at various places of Tehsil Doda. 
Schools were established and new buildings were provided for them. At 
his demise, a wave of grief and sadness spread across different places of 
District Doda while thousands of people also came to Doda for condol- 
ing with the bereaved family. 


The Murder of Innocent Civilians at Chamba Border 
During the intervening night of 5" and 6" July, four people hailing 
from Samai village of District Chamba were targeted by bullets by some 
unknown men on a high altitude meadow of Bhadarwah that touches 
the Chamba border. Again in the month of August, militants killed 16 
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._ socent civilians at Kalaban and other places in Chamba. During the 
Oe militant activities continued at other places in Bhadarwah 
a District Doda too, while a both-sided loss of life happened to the 
Forces as well as the mercenaries. 


Road Accident at Malnai 


On 8" October AD 1998, 11 people including three women were 
killed in a road accident at Malnai (Bhadarwah). A total of 45 people 
were injured in the accident. 


The Surrender of the Gunmen 


In December AD 1998, 12 gunmen belonging to Hizb-ul-Mujahi- 
deen and Harkat-al-Ansar outfits surrendered themselves before Major 
CS, Barar at headquarters of the District Doda. During the interven- 
ing night of 19% and 20" July, the gunmen of Hizbul Mujahideen mer- 
cilessly fired at and killed 15 members of the same family at Lahoti near 
Thathri while injuring 6 others in the attack. A strike was observed in 
the entire district against this tyranny while all the communities de- 
nounced the attack. During the year AD 1999, militant activities were 


on the rise in the valley that consequently kept on impacting various 
Places of District Doda as well. 


Lahore Declaration 


On 21" Febr uary AD 1999, a historic pact was signed between the 


Prime Ministers of India and Pakistan which was named as Lahore 
San The eeonine attempts by the Prime Minister of India Atal 
apreciated in and Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif were highly 
istoric rie oth the countries. Under the terms of the treaty, some 
ing a reir haan were made by the two countries that included reach- 
tional use : €rstanding to avoid accidental and unauthorized op- 
the intern, is nuclear weapons and abstaining from interference in 
Tehew, atters of the respective countries against each other. This 
"lations Sia as of strengthening the historically strained bilateral 
€en the two nations, 
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State Autonomy Committee Report 


During the same time, the reports of ‘State Autonomy Committee 
and ‘Regional Autonomy Committee’ were presented and Passed in rie 
Assembly, which was regarded by Bharatiya Janta Party as ‘a step dan. 
gerous and against the National Interest’. People from District Doda 
also didn’t take these reports very seriously. However, the members of 
the National Conference were seen praising the reports everywhere, _ 
‘The Vajpayee government also stood mute over the reports and did not 
attach any importance to them. 


The Formation of PD.P 


In July AD 1999, Mufti Muhammad Syed separated himself from 
Congress Party and formed a new Political Party in the state by the 
name of People’s Democratic Party. A youth Sheikh Najeeb Ahmad 
who belonged to a noble family was the first one to join the party from 
Bhadarwah. He later got many other youths to join the party as well. 
He is the President of P.D.P for District Doda. 


Parliamentary Elections 


In the parliamentary elections of September AD 1999, a candidate 
of B.J.P and member Parliament Professor Chaman Lal Gupta won the 
election in Assembly Constituency Udhampur and he was made the 
State Minister of Commerce and Tourism in the Bharatiya Janta Parry q 
government. 


Estimation of Deaths in the State 
(January AD 1990-December AD 1999) 


: eS) 
According to the rough estimates recorded in the official a 
from January AD 1990 to December AD 1999, 9519 local an ed 
foreign militants were killed in different actions in Jammu 2” 
mir. In the same manner, these mercenaries had ich inclu ied 
(workers) of different political parties. 3658 persons whi 4 childsen 
political workers, government officials, women, men, is 1278 per 
were kidnapped including 20 foreigners also. Out of these, 
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re murdered and rest 930 people were set free. In the same way, 
sons ata buildings, 330 bridges, and 1093 government buildings 
os fa on fire and reduced to ashes.”"! 
we Thousands of the state residents were killed during the encounters 
between gunmen and the Forces and in other militancy-related activi- 
ties, Around 3003 militants surrendered before the Army and joined 
them in various defence activities against the militant organizations. 
During this time, a lot of people allegedly died during custody also. 
Many innocent got subjected to intense torture and assault, etc. Many 
alleged incidents of sexual harassment and rape also came forth. 


The Killings of Civilians and Gunmen 


Year AD 2000 was again a year of violence, incidents, and distur- 
bances. On the visit of American President Bill Clinton to India on 2"4 
March AD 2000, unknown gunmen mercilessly murdered 35 persons 
from the minority Sikh community at Chatti Singh Pora in District 
Anantnag Kashmir. A wave of anger and grief swept through the entire 
valley and outside places against the incident, particularly in Jammu 
region where a violent procession was taken out and severe damage was 
done to cars and shops by some elements participating in the proces- 
sion. As a result, curfew was imposed in Jammu and its adjoining plac- 
¢s. No militant organization took the responsibility of this heartbreak- 
ing incident and it was allegedly believed to be a conspiracy hatched by 
the Central government for gaining international support and defam- 
ing the militant organizations. Nevertheless, the incident was strongly 
condemned by people across all castes or communities. The killing 
Spree continued in the valley and parts of District Doda. 


The Killing of Pilot Nadeem Ahmad Khateeb 
The son of Kh 
Nadeem Ah 
Worked for 
0 earn a 
2000, he 


and Kash 


waja Inayatullah Khateeb (former Chief engineer), 
mad Khateeb was trained in aviation in America. He later 
a few years as a pilot for some company there and would 
very decent amount of money. However, in the year AD 
ney back and also joined a militant organization in Jammu 

tt. On 13 March AD 2000, he passed away during an en- 
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counter at Badhan of Illaqa Gool leaving his family in shock and 
reavement. The next day when his body reached Srinagar, people fro 
the entire valley participated in his funeral. Pro-Hurriyat organizatio 
also paid homage to him. A state of rage and sadness swept District 
Doda at his death while his ancestral place Bhadarwah was completely 
drowned in grief. 


The Murder of Qudrat-Ullah Munshi and Other Killings 


On 15" July AD 2000, militants allegedly shot dead a senior leader 
of National conference Qudratullah Munshi which created complete 
chaos in the Doda town. The deceased was very polite and noble. His 
death was widely condoled in Doda town and at headquarters of other 
Tehsils as well. ; 

During the same time, around 29 people including 8 members of: 
the Rural Defence Committees fell prey to the bullets shot in Pogal 
Paristan, etc. of Banihal. Because of the apprehension that the situation ” 
may turn violent, curfew was imposed at some places. Again, a rocket ~ 
was fired on the ancient Fort of Bhadarwah on 30 August AD 2000, 
which partially damaged one of its parts, A soldier named Muhammad 
Azad was also injured in the attack. The thunder of the violent explo- 
sion shook the entire Bhadarwah valley. In village Patim Hall of Tehsil 
Kishtwar, gunmen took away 6 people to some forest and killed 5 of | 
them while one of them managed to flee away. All of them belonged to 
the minority community. The incident was denounced in the entire 
District. The same year, some youth of Bhadarwah while crossing the 
border of Occupied Kashmir were killed by Indian Military Forces 
They also included Amjad Ali Mughal S/o Asgar Ali Mughal and Nis b 
Ahmad Khateeb S/o Ghulam Hussain Khateeb. Militant operations | 
also continued in the areas of Illaqa Marmat, Killar, Bhela and Thathri 
while a heavy loss of men and material continued happening. 


Two Popular Teachers Dead in a Bomb Blast 


On 3" November AD 2000, Master Sadiq Hussain Shapoo, 
Akhtar Hussain Rafique and Master Jameel Ahmad Bhat aeeir ; 
towards Seeri Bazaar after offering the Maghrib Salah at Jamia § 


Masteé 4 


Section—2 |441| 


darwah. No sooner did they reach than some unknown person 
ae * nade towards the masjid. Because of the blast, Master 
host : fou Raffigee died on the spot while Master Sadiq Hussain 
ene and Master Jameel Ahmad were critically injured. Unfortu- 
nately, Sadiq Hussain Shapoo also succumbed to his injuries when he 
was being taken to Jammu hospital for treatment. Master Jameel Ah- 
mad Bhat sustained serious injuries in his head and legs, etc. who later 
regained his health after remaining admitted in Jammu for a long time. 
The agonizing incident shook the hearts of the people in Bhadarwah 
across all religions or faiths and a wave of grief and anger swept through 
the town. The markets were closed while a strike was also observed in 
Government schools. Thousands of residents participated in the last 
journey of the deceased people who were all very noble, empathetic and 
intelligent teachers. Late Shapoo Sahib was an expert at Mathematics 
whereas Late Rafique was an expert in teaching Science subjects. Be- 
sides thousands of their followers, their innumerable students also 
mourned their death and participated in their funerals. Their untimely 
death created too big a void to be filled anytime soon. 


Historic Jamia Masjid of Kishtwar Ablaze 


On the evening of 1* January AD 2001, the historic mosque of 
Kishtwar went up in flames under mysterious circumstances against 
which protests rocked the entire region. On the call given by Hurriyat 
Conference, a specific community observed a strike on Friday 5“ Janu- 
ay AD 2001 in all the towns of Doda region that included Bhadarwah 
also. Although it took some days to get the situation under control, the 
communal harmony of the region remained unharmed. 


Approval of Additional and Family Pension 
On 31" 


of full January, the State government announced the sanctioning 


aie oka (additional) and Family pension in favour of the pen- 
‘ fais : rippled a wave of happiness across those circles. During 
Kehoals Sas numerous militant activities kept happening in the 
Was also ¢ €y and the mountainous areas of Jammu. The Holy Quran 
“secrated by some miscreants in Delhi and Punjab, in re- 
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sponse to which a current of rage and hurt ran through the entire state, 
Strong protests rocked the Kashmir Valley and the Muslim majority 
wards or areas in Jammu region. Numerous people were also injured in 
the police firing. Protests were also held at Bhadarwah, a strike was also 
observed while all the means of transportation remained affected, 


Sheikh Abdul Rehman Awarded as the Best Legislator 


On the recommendations of a special committee of Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Legislative Assembly, Sheikh Abdul Rehman was honoured 
by “Best Legislator Award’ for his excellent performance in the Assem- 
bly. Besides other members, the Award Committee also included for- 
mer Speaker Khwaja Abdul Gani Goni. The award included a Sanad 
(certificate) besides a cash award of one lakh rupees. This was a very 
encouraging and happy event for all the people of Bhadarwah. Sheikh 
Sahib is certainly an able and experienced political leader and he has 
also been the State President of Bahujan Samaj Party. 


The Upsurge in the Militant Activities 


According to a government release, during an encounter at Village 
Poneja Bhadarwah, Mushtaq Ahmad Beig S/o Muhammad Qasim Beig 
died on 15% August AD 2001; but according to the bereaved family 
and the village residents, the deceased was arrested by S.T.F. men on the 
evening of 15" August and after allegedly killing him handed over his 
body to his parents the following day. The aforesaid S.T.F. men regis- 
tered an FI.R about the death of Mushtaq Ahmad Beig under ‘Cross 
Firing’. His parents tried to lodge an EIR. against the killing in nae 
Station Bhadarwah but the In-charge of the Station refused to enter i 
report. Later, on the orders of C.G.M. Doda, the report was filed : 
Police Station Bhadarwah and according to Mr. Qasim Beig: The cas 
was shifted from here but the Crime Branch has yet not produced - 
Challan in the matter until today i.e. 20 November AD 2007. nn? 
vember AD 2001, a resident of the same village Ghulam Muhamma 
Najar was found burnt under mysterious circumstances. iad 

During the year AD 2001, a lot of people were kidnappe éj nine 
ferent places and killed by unidentified gunmen that include 
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11 innocent people from village Sazar of Illaga Padar Atholi, 15 inno- 
cents at Cheerji (Kishtwar) and 5 people from Chatru and other re- 
mote areas who were mercilessly targeted by bullets. These incidents 
created immense tension in the entire District, Because the deceased 
belonged to a minority community, the administration imposed cur- 
few in different towns for keeping the situation under control. These 
incidents were strongly denounced by ‘very community and ideologi- 
cal group of the area. During the month of August, some foreign gun- 
men murdered 13 innocent people at Sharoti village of Padar while 
injuring 5 others. Again, the administration imposed curfew in Kisht- 
war after the incident. During the same time, the killing spree also 
continued unabated outside the District. All these conditions contin- 
ued impacting Bhadarwah as well where curfews were imposed time 
and again and strikes continued being observed. Some extremists con- 
tinued getting killed at the hands of Military groups. Seeing these pre- 
vailing situations, Farooq Government brought this District also under 


two unwholesome Acts viz. ‘Disturbed Area Act’ and ‘Armed Forces 
Special Powers Act’ (AFSPA). 


The Demise of Minister for Food and Supplies, 
Khwaja Bashir Ahmad Kichloo 


On 26% August AD 2001, Minister for Food and Supplies Khwaja 
Bashir Ahmad Kichloo passed away in Delhi after a brief illness. He 
Was an active member of the National Conference and a very popular 
Person. It was as though a wave of grief and sorrow had run in the en- 
tire state at his sorrowful death. District Doda was particularly over- 
shadowed by grief. Thousands of his followers and well-wishers from 

¢ District and the State participated in his funeral. Many of his friends 
from Bhadarwah also Participated in his last rites. The deceased kept 
trying to fill in the void created by the leaders who kept shifting out to 
other places, He kept taking stock of the situation and other develop- 
mental schemes by personally visiting the place off and on. In the ca- 
Pacity of a Forest Minister, he got the playground of Degree College 
aoe fenced on all sides by a superior iron grill and gor the inter- 
Side of the fence lined with numerous trees along the road through 
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Department of Social Forestry which made the playground look pleas- 
ant and also safe from any possible damage by the plying traffic. His 
death came as a massive shock to the residents of Bhadarwah. The de- 
ceased was very sociable, frank, empathetic and a farsighted man, 


The Death of Member Parliament Ved Vishnu Dutt 


On 27% November AD 2001, a powerful leader of State’s Bharatiya 
Janta Party and Rashtriya Swaym Sangh, Ved Vishnu Dutt died at Del- 
hi. He would represent Jammu-Poonch Parliamentary Assembly Con- 
stituency. His death was mourned at various places in Jammu. BJ.P 
and R.S.S. members from Bhadarwah were also struck with grief. De- 
spite being a fanatic leader, the deceased was popular in every commu- 
nity and like Kichloo Sahib, he was also very polite, frank and of cour- 
teous behavior. 


Imposition of ‘POTA’ Law in the State 


In November AD 2001, another non-humanitarian law ‘POTA’ 
(Prevention of Terrorism Act) was imposed in the state by the Farooq 
government, according to which Forces and other Defence workers 
were granted limitless powers in their operations against Militants and 
their supporters. According to this law, Forces and the Policemen could 
arrest any person based on suspicion. It is said that an Inspector Gen- 
eral of Police had shoved a family out of theit home in the winter and 
locked away their home even before the law had been completely 


passed. Human Rights Organizations and lawyers strongly denounced 
the law. 


Death Estimates in AD 2001 


The year AD 2001 constantly remained in the headlines of various 
national and international newspapers because of the killing spree, in- 
cidents of kidnapping and damaging of properties in the entire state. 
According to an estimate, a total of around 3500 civilians, Forces and 
people related to militant organizations died this year. 

According to a non-government estimate, since the inception of 
militant and military operations in the state until the end of that yea® 
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more than 60000 people were killed. Forces also suffered a — 
this year while numerous innocent civilians were killed in different Oss 
counters. According to a government estimate, more than 2000 en- 
men were killed during the encounters. pun- 


Another Year of Agony- AD 2002 


Like the year AD 2001, the year AD 2002 was again extremely pain- 
ful. Political activities, encounters between the Forces and extremists 
the massacre of civilians, and the Fedayeen!"4l attacks were rampant this 
year also, District Doda and different places of Tehsils Thathri, Bhalesa 
and Bhadarwah also remained under the impact of these upheavals. 
Strikes continued in this region too. Many native and foreign militants, 
as well as Military men, died in encounters and attacks against each 
other. On 12% September AD 2002, one Arif Iqbal Bhat R/o Mathola 
died in an encounter here. He was also laid to rest at the Martyr's grave- 


yard at Bhadarwah. 


Ghulam Nabi Azad Appointed as the President of Pradesh 
Congress Committee 


The General Secretary of All India Congress Committee Jenab Ghu- 
lam Nabi Azad was appointed as the President of Pradesh Congress 
Committee of the Jammu and Kashmir State on 27% March AD 2002. 
He reassembled the scattered organization of Congress which was in a 
mess and undertook steps for strengthening the party in the Jammu 
division besides the Kashmir Valley. He also started to be projected as 
the prospective Chief Minister of the State. Azad infused a new spirit in 
various Congress units of District Doda and also kept releasing money 
from his funds for various developmental schemes in this remote Dis- 
tict while based in Delhi. 

During the same time, many people lost ; fj 
ayeen attacks in the state while many others were injured. In the . 
week of April itself, some unknown gunmen fired bullets at five ab le 
ina village Dudwar of Bhalesa. Four people were also nate . 
incident, This horrific incident surged a new tide of horror and area' 
in the entire area. 


their lives in different Fed- 
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The developments like the murder of a Hurriyat Conference leader 
in the valley Abdul Gani Lone, arrests of leaders, consent of Hurriyat 
Conference to have a bilateral dialogue with the Central Government, 
conflicts between the Farooq Group and Geelani Group, and the 
package worth crores of rupees for the state development announced 
by the Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, etc. didn’t bring any seri- 
ous effect on District Doda or Bhadarwah. However, as usual strikes 
etc. continued being observed at the local level here against any big 
incidents or occurrences. Militant Attacks on many Army camps lo- 
cated in the Jammu region also continued while on the other hand, 
counter military operations also continued severely against them. Pro- 
cessions etc. continued being taken out by the local leaders of Bhara- 
tiya Janta Party who spoke of undertaking severe operations against 
the militant organizations and kept entertaining the masses by their 
rousing speeches. 

In the last days of May, two Fedayeen stormed Police Lines Doda 
and after shooting at the sentry guarding the gate succeeded in barg- 
ing inside and immediately started raining bullets. Two officers in- 
stantly lost their lives while in the retaliatory action by the police, 
both of the gunmen were killed later. It took some days to restore 
normalcy in the area. 


Omar Abdullah Being Honoured with a Turban as the 
President National Conference 


In June AD 2002, the son of Dr Farooq Abdullah, Omar Abdullah 
was appointed as the President National Conference in place of his fa- 
ther. In the function, verses and Shlokas"! from the sacred books of all 
the religions were recited. It became well known that under the garb of 
the completion of developmental proposals for the state, National 
Conference had extended their full support to the BJP government, 
running at the Center as per a Democratic pact, for continuing its ow? 
power as a result of which Omar Abdullah was granted the rank of State 
Minister for External Affairs in the Central Government. It is worth 
mentioning that Farooq Government has always been against BJP 
whereas the latter has also been pitted against the Farooq Government: 
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omise while being regarded as an unnatural agreement by 


1 ie observers was argued to be the evidence of National Con- 
e 


’s lust fo 
aorrennts a few people from the Minority community of Bhadar- 


wah somewhat endorsed a proposal of dividing the state into three 
parts given by Vishwa Hindu Parishad, Muslims, Sikhs and secular 
Hindus strongly opposed the proposal. They included Panther’s Party 
President Bheem Singh, President Bahujan Samaj Party Sheikh Abdul 
Rehman, and leaders like Mr. Kabuli and Reshi Kumar Koshal of B.J.P 
itself who stated it to be an unreasonable proposal. National Confer- 
ence stood resolute at its stand of internal autonomy while the Central 
and State B.J.P allegedly kept mute over the issue. 


r power. 


Conflagration at Marmat 


On 20° and 21* August the same year, around 135 homes were re- 
duced to ashes in four villages of Illaga Marmat, a part of the former 
Tehsil Bhadarwah while the people inhabiting them ran away in horror 
towards the forests. According to a statement by Military officers, the 
houses were torched by the militants only whereas the militants and 
locals of Marmat alleged it to be an act of revenge by the Forces. The 
argument was put forth that at the death of a Military officer in a bomb 
blast in village Mangota on 19% August, the Forces allegedly went ber- 
serk and under the sentiment of revenge indiscriminately set the homes 
eee civilians on fire reducing them to ashes. These house- 

" elonged to the Majority community. As a result of this alleged 
és se the people from five villages of Marmat fled to the forests 
tis ace homeless due to the fire. The properties worth lakhs of 
Station € ibe were damaged. On 22™ August, a protest demon- 
dogeine e taken out towards Doda from Marmat, and while raising 
Hoa he ie ey Forces, the local M.L.A and the State Minister of 
Protest enue : porhones the protesters reached Doda where the 

eee - During the same time, another allegation of unlaw- 

leveled against ri treatment with women and elderly people was also 
town heady € Forces. Protest gatherings were organized at all the 
(arters of the District and strikes were observed. Seeing the 
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situations getting worse, Central Home Minister George Fernang 
Chief Minister Dr Farooq Abdullah and other police and army offi 
conducted an aerial tour of Illaqa Marmat, etc. and also assured of g 
ting the matter investigated. 

In view of Humanism and sympathy, different kinds of relief mag 
rial were sent to Marmat from Doda, Bhadarwah, Thathri, Kisheyy, 
and adjoining places for the rehabilitation of the affected people. T 
government also promised to provide immediate aid to the victims, @ 
the other hand, the residents of Doda also organized a commun 
kitchen for the people who had come to Doda from Marmat. 
some political leaders also visited the area and promised of providin 
assistance. However, every household was provided only a sum of on 
lakh rupees cash and 50 tin sheets each as assistance. 


The Announcement of Assembly Elections 


In September AD 2002, State Assembly elections were announg x 
to be conducted in the state which generated a mixed response from th 
Political Parties. However, as usual, Hurriyat Conference and othe 
militant organizations released a statement asking people to boycott the 
elections. The State President of Pradesh Congress Committee Jenab 
Ghulam Nabi Azad Sahib and Ms. Ambika Soni had a narrow escap 
on 11" September AD 2002 when some gunmen heavily fired at two 
places on a Congress rally at Surankot in which more than a dozen 
forces and civilians were killed, while about 14 others were severely 
injured. Two gunmen were also killed in the attack. The aforesaid lead 
ers were also scheduled to address the same rally. No sooner did their 
helicopter appear in the sky of Surankot (Poonch) than a series of shelle 
ing rocked the area. However, the security personnel helped both the 
leaders reach the Election gathering safely. The rally was still going o# 
when militants launched an attack on a Force's vehicle at some distance 
away from the rally. Three soldiers and two civilians were killed in the 
attack while some people were also injured. The toll of the people killed 
in the attack had reached 16 until 12 September AD 2002. 

A few incidents of such militant attacks on election gatherings kept 
on surfacing during every stage of the Assembly elections. On the 


wan cians 
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given by Hurriyat Conference, a strike was observed in the valley while 
come people were also arrested by the government. Only 1 % of votes 
were cast from Habba Kadal Electoral constituency during these elec- 
tions whereas 56% were cast in Jammu and 51% in Budgam. In the 
incidences of violence, numerous Force personnel and civilians were 
killed and some were injured also. During the elections, some popular 
leaders also conducted a tour to District Doda and addressed the gath- 
erings here that primarily included Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad and PD.P 
Leader Mehbooba Mufti. On 4* October AD 2002, Mehbooba Mufti 
visited Marmat to express her sympathy with its fire victims but on her 
way to Marmat, her caravan had to face a murderous attack at Hanbal 
in which she luckily had a narrow escape. 


National Conference’s Crushing Defeat 


President National Conference Omar Abdullah, Leader of Bharatiya 
Janta Party and Member Parliament Professor Chaman Lal Gupta etc. 
also came to different places of District Doda for election campaigning 
and addressed the mass gatherings at the place. At last, on 8% October 
AD 2002 polling was conducted in six electoral constituencies of Dis- 
trict Doda in the last phase of Elections in which around 45% people 
on an average exercised their franchise. Votes were counted on 10° 
October, In this election, National Conference had to face a crushing 
defeat and Chief Minister Faroog Abdullah while accepting his defeat 
tendered the resignation of his State Cabinet to the Governor on 1° 
October only. The party had now got merely 28 seats in contrast to 57 
in the AD 1996 elections. However, individually the party turned out 
to be the single largest winning party, while Congress had won 20 seats, 
PD.P (totally a new party at the time) had won 16 seats, Panther’s Par- 
ty had won 4 seats, B.J.P., Bahujan Samaj Party, Awami League, and 
State Morcha had won one seat each, C.P.J.M. had won 2 seats whereas 
the remaining 12 seats were won by independent candidates. 


The Success of Muhammad Sharif Niaz from Bhadarwah 


A senior leader of Congress, Muhammad Sharif Niaz defeated his 
°S¢ opponent from National Conference Mr. Muhammad Aslam 
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Goni, former Advocate General in Assembly constituency Bhadarwah; ; 
whereas Mr. Ghulam Muhammad Sarodi defeated Qazi Jalal-ud-din by 

a difference of 18884 votes in Assembly constituency Indarwal. Mr. 
Sajad Ahmad Kichloo became successful from Assembly constituency — 
Kishtwar whereas Abdul Majid Wani defeated Moulana Najeeb Suhar- 
wardy in Assembly constituency Doda. 


Consensus on Appointing Mufti Muhammad Syed as the 
Chief Minister 


During the process of giving a practical shape to the formation of the 
government as per the wish of the Congress High Command, Jenab 
Ghulam Nabi Azad on 22" October expressed his consent according to 
a settled agreement on having Mufti Muhammad Syed as the Chief 
Minister of the state for the initial three years. However, as per the pro- 
tocol because of the majority of its members, it was only the right of the 
chosen candidate by the Congress Party, Ghulam Nabi Azad to take an 
oath as the Chief Minister for the initial three years. After a lot of discus- 
sions and deliberations, a consensus on ‘Common Minimum Program’ 
(CMP) was reached after which Mufti Muhammad Syed Sahib was en- 
trusted with the task of formation of the government. After the denial 
by Farooq Sahib to work as the Chief Minister after the fixed date, the 
assembly was adjourned and from the intervening night of 17 October, 
governor's rule was imposed in the state which continued until 30° Oc- 
tober AD 2002. And thus, Farooq government ended its six-year dura- 
tion of governance after facing many difficult situations. 

The reasons that have been attributed to the defeat of Farooq gov- 
ernment include their unnatural alliance with the central government, 
the acceptance of the post of Home Minister at the Centre by Ouest 
Abdullah and surge in the cases of bribery, etc. in the entire state during 
their ruling period. 


The Governing Period of Mufti Muhammad Syed 
(2°4 November AD 2002- 1** November AD 2005) 


As per an agreement based on 31 clauses between All India sani 
Committee and People’s Democratic Party, on 30 October AD 200? 


ress 
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spe far0us leader ah on ogee Congress Party Jenab Ghulam 
ngbi Azad presente ae upporting Assembly members 
bed these parties and other in ependent candidates to Governor Gir- 
sa Chander Saxena, against which the Governor while expressing sat- 
faction, invited the nominated Chief Minister Mufti Muhammad 
gyedon and November AD 2002 to take an oath and form the govern- 
ment. This coalition government enjoyed the support of 52 members 
of the Assembly that included Panther’s Party and Communist Party 
members as well besides these two parties. 

During the rule of Mufti Sahib, the “Healing Touch’ policy and ‘In- 
do-Pak friendship’ were the two important steps which were greatly 
sessed upon. These steps undertaken because of the co-operation of 
these two parties and generous financial aid provided by the Centre 
helped bring a tremendous change in matters pertaining to politics and 
security in the state. In comparison to the earlier governments, the peo- 
ple by and large heaved a sigh of relief in this period and started feeling 
somewhat secure. However, operations against militant organizations 
continued unabated. Mufti Sahib and his ministers kept meeting peo- 
ple at various places and a process of developmental works restarted at 
every level, Development in terms of the economy seemed happening 
t00. Political leaders started organizing rallies under strict security ar- 
fangements in every corner of the state. On the recommendations of 
Khwaja Ghulam Nabi Azad, keen attention was also paid towards Dis- 
trict Doda during those three years. Like many other places, a lot of 
primary schools were also opened here. Model and High Schools were 
‘Peraded. Some High schools of Bhalra, Chinta, and Bhalesa were up- 
graded as Higher Secondary Schools. 

Under the patronage of Muhammad Shareef Niaz, who was ap- 
Pointed as Power Minister in the Mufti Government, steps were eae 

*n to ensure electric supply throughout the valley and also rep se 
; old electric poles and wiring etc. Department of rene a 

ed up in Tllaqa Marmat in addition to the areas ©! 2 dict 

atnri, and Gandoh. Worn-out poles and faulty electric pate st 

- tisk were got replaced altogether in Bhadarwah. The a pon 
"nat Bhadarwah was also renovated and fitted with new tur 
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had been rotting in a store at Udhampur for many years, Man 
projects of electricity were proposed, Funds were released at 
level for the completion of the earlier started developmental 
The radio station of Bhadarwah was started in which tegards M, Gh, 
lam Nabi Azad as a Central Minister had got the Tequired fink u- 
leased. However, in that period the condition of Bhadarwah-Dodg = 
besides Chamba-Bhadarwah and Bhadarwah-Bani-Basohfj toads : 
mained dilapidated and not much attention was paid for their : 
tion or repairing. 

In that period, a Development Authori 
darwah and Kishtwar due to the selfless ¢ 
Azad. From his Parliamentary Grant, h 
the Dak Bungalow Bhadarwah and a 


gree College etc. constructed to their completion. Proposals for many 
connecting roads were made in this period while the task of repairing 
old roads was taken up. He also got funds released for some develop- 
mental works at Bhadarwah, Bhalesa, Doda, etc. Many such schools 
that were closed down for many years were restarted while the reno- 


vation of ruined school buildings was also taken up. Proposals were 
made for their reconstruction, Special Operation Group and Special 
Task Force etc. were formed 


© launch operations against militans 
and their organizations in far-flung areas. After making an amend: 
ment in the Panchayat Act, 33% of seats were reserved for women in 
Panchayats, Panchayat elections were held at different places in the 
State, As per the Rehbar-e-Taleem scheme (chat had been stared by 
National Conference), rural people were also given the chan 
Monitor the functioning of schools. Steps were undertaken to ‘io 
back the pending taxes and Electricity Fee which increased the 1° 
nue of the state to some extent. 


Ghulam Nabi Azad Appointed in Rajya Sabha 
On 9 


d as 
November AD 2002, Ghulam Nabi Azad was abo ie 
a member of the Rajya Sabha along with Dr Farooq cane eld 
is Saif-ud-Din Soz, and Sardar Tarlok Singh Bajuwa. Azad 


bs . ging 
Position until 29% November AD 2005. He also kept dischas 


y Mier 
© Distticy 
PlOjects, 


comple. 


ty Was announced for Bha. 
fforts of Jenab Ghulam Nabi 
€ got a modern chamber fo; 
Girl’s Hostel for the local De- 
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__ elated £0 other parliamentary affairs besides serving as the 

pe duties Urban Development in the Central Ministry, and also as 
Sat Pradesh Congress. During these times, encounters be- 

the ve Forces and the militants also continued happening but si- 
yee y talks between the Central Government and some 


us f : : 
ev organizations like Shabir Shah's Democratic Freedom 
0 


, (DFP) also continued. 
see the first time in the Jammu and Kashmir State, the Legislative 


assembly and Council passed the ‘Accountability Commission Bill’ on 
264 November AD 2002 and 28 November 2002 respectively, which 
even included the post of Chief Minister under its ambit. On 30" No- 
vember AD 2002, 35 people were killed in a horrific bus accident at 
Khaleni on Pul Doda- Marmat road that also included many employ- 
wes of Marmat, Doda and Kishtwar. In December AD 2002, Jenab 
Ghulam Nabi Azad was appointed as the Chairman of the Coordina- 


tion Committee of the coalition government. 


p 


Vajpayee Extends a Hand of Friendship to Pakistan 


During his State tour in April AD 2003, Prime Minister Atal Bi- 
hati Vajpayee while addressing a Press Conference at Srinagar an- 
nounced forming friendly relations with Pakistan and resolving all 
mutual conflicts with it including ‘Kashmir Issue’ through dialogue, 
amove highly appreciated by Pakistan and the people of the state. On 
the other hand, President Congress Party Sonia Gandhi also expressed 
her intention of coming to Kashmir Valley and holding a genuine and 
Purposeful dialogue with different ideological groups here. Mean- 
While, Ms, Mehbooba Mufti was appointed as the new President of 
PDP in place of Mr. Muzaffar Hussain Beg. Mehbooba Mufti also 
visited some areas of District Doda where she made some units of her 
Patty also, Prior to it, on 15% March AD 2003 Kuldeep Kumar Si : 
fl Chand, alias Akhtar Ansari R/o Poneja Bhadarwah was killed in 
Pama He was the first Hindu youth from Bhadarwah associ- 

With some militant organization. He was also laid to rest at Mar- 


> 


Yrs Graveyard Bhadarwah. 
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ointed as Governor replacing Saxena 
P 


AD 2003, the Central Government appointed ic 
(Retd.) S. K. Sinha as the Governor of the Tein fe 
replacing Governor Girish Chander Sax ena. People dy 
interest or response in ‘appointment or trangf, 
of Generals’ considering that the central government had been keeping 
its own interests in view in such affairs. 


Government Estimates of Killings during Militancy 

According to the book written by Jenab Wali Muhammad Aseer 
Kishtwari: 

“On July 2, AD 2003, it was officially disclosed that as many as 
34709 people had been killed in Jammu and Kashmir due to militancy 
in the state from 1990 to May 31* AD 2001. It was said that out of a 
total number of those killed, 10490 civilians including 804 women fell 
to the bullets of terrorists while 3013 civilians were killed in cross firing 
between militants and security forces. 144 people allegedly died in cus- 
tody while 3921 civilians were reported missing since militancy began 
in Jammu and Kashmir." 

The National Conference circles in District Doda appreciated the 
withdrawal of support of the National Conference to the Central Gov- 
ernment, because the clash of the ideologies of the N.D.A. Govern: 
ment and National conference had made National Conference see de 
feat in the Assembly elections and also made it realize that these 
ideologies clashes were the prime reasons of the Party's decline. 


Accidents on Batote-Kishtwar National Highway 


ita July AD 2003, almost 25 people were killed in a horrific bus 
number ine National Highway (1-B) at Prem Nagar while an 4 : 
sts got injured. The bus had departed from Doda at 07:00 hrs i 
lee ing and collided with a mini-bus coming from sania 
plunging on - rae rolling down a distance of around 100 be 
were left b ey into River Chenab. Some passengers mirac ou : 
ehind at the bank while others were washed away by Riv 


Kashmir State, 
nor express any serious 
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The arrival of Vajpayee in Srinagar 


Against Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
for presiding over the 8" Session of 
Council, the normal life remained cri 
strike on 27" August and 28% 


Vajpayee’s coming to the valley 
the State Mutual Coordination 
ppled in the valley because of a 
August AD 2003 called by pro-Hurriyat 
© affected the different areas of District 
Doda including Bhadarwah. However, upon hearing about the ad- 

Dialogue Process initiated by Vajpayee regarding In- 
hue the people of Jammu and Kashmir State heaved a sigh 


Mr. Atal Bihar; \7.: . 
telease oe Vajpayee durin 


amounting to 22000 


g the same tour also announced to 
Was y, A 
*S Very pleasin 


crores for the ‘Baglihar Project’. This 
tit the peo és news for the residents of District Doda. In addition 
improver, ple of Bhadarwah also expressed their happiness at the 
“nt of the relations between the two countries. 
e ; 

: - P waldene of Pradesh Bharatiya Janta Party 
ne Bharata Who had been working as the acting President of 
— President Fate Party for some time was officially appointed as the 
3. A Ways of the Party in the Party Elections held in October AD 
n through the Party circles in the Jammu 


e S 
of @PPiness ra 
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region. However, no particular response was expressed by the party 
members from Bhadarwah at the event. 


Incidents of Militancy in AD 2003 


In the year AD 2003, the incidents of militancy in the state of Jam- 
mu and Kashmir kept increasing day by day. During the year, Fidayeen 
Attacks also intensified; however, the overall number of civilians and 
Forces who died in these incidents got comparatively reduced. Accord- 
ing to a Government release; until the end of the year, 451 extremists, 
599 civilians, and 254 Force personnel were killed during different en- 
counters. Around 115 gunmen surrendered. During this time, 55 Spe- 
cial Police Officers (S.P.O.s), 60 Policemen and 60 members of the 
Rural Defence Committees were also killed. 

According to a non-government estimate, the actual number of kill- 
ings, that also included people from Doda etc., was greater than shown 
in the estimates. 


Dogri Included in the Eighth Schedule of the 
Indian Constitution 


According to a constitutional amendment, the central government 
by including Dogri language in the Eight Schedule "7! of languages 
fulfilled a longstanding demand of the litterateurs, poets, and writers of 
the Dogri language, for which they had been struggling for a long time. 
This step of the Central government was widely appreciated by the 
political, literary and social organizations of the Jammu region. 


AD 2004 - Stagnantly the Same 


With respect to the political and social conditions in the state of 
Jammu and Kashmir, the year AD 2004 was stagnantly the same when 
the situation in the stare wasn't quite good. However, on 22™ January 
AD 2004, a Dialogue was held at Delhi between the Deputy Prime 
Minister Mr. Lal Krishan Advani and five members of State Hurriyat 
Conference {Hurriyat Conference (M) or Mirwaiz Umar Farooq 
Group), in which it was expressed that all the matters pertaining to the 
Kashmir Issue could be resolved stage-wise through a dialogue process. 
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he chairman of the Hurriyat Party regarded the dialogue as an ‘Incon- 
dlusive Dialogue’ whereas Ali Shah from Geelani faction of Hurriyat 
Conference [Hurriyat (G)] strongly opposed it and accused the 
above-mentioned leaders of misusing the name of Hurriyat Confer- 
ence. Political circles of District Doda and particularly Bhadarwah also 
didn’t take the dialogue very seriously. 

In February AD 2004, the coalition government of the state was 
expanded by increasing the number of ministers to 39. Around 5 min- 
isters from some areas of Jammu region and four from the Valley etc. 
were appointed among them. However, District Doda continued being 
represented by Mr. Muhammad Sharif Niaz and Mr. Abdul Majeed 
Wani. In the meantime, another round of dialogue was completed be- 
pween the Deputy Prime Minister Lal Krishan Advani and Hurriyat 
Conference on 27% March AD 2004. The round again didn’t yield any 
productive outcome; however, they did make an announcement of 
continuing the dialogue process in the future. 


The Killing of a Gunman in Village Sherikhi 


On 23" April AD 2004, Zubair Ahmad Bhat known as Colonel 
Muzamil R/o Mohalla Qillah Bhadarwah was killed during an encoun- 
ter with the Security forces at Athkhar (Village Sherikhi). He was later 
laid to rest at Martyr’s Graveyard Bhadarwah. A strike was also ob- 
served partially in the town against the incident. 


Lok Sabha Elections -AD 2004 


Elections for various Lok Sabha Seats of Jammu and Kashmir State 
were held in the months of April and May AD 2004, in which 34.7% 
of votes were cast at the state level, a percentage somewhat higher than 
in the previous elections, Congress won the parliamentary seats of Ud- 
hampur-Doda, Jammu-Poonch, and Ladakh whereas National Confer- - 
ence bagged Srinagar and Baramulla seats. P.D.P won the Anantnag 
Seat. Chowdary Lal Singh was declared successful from Udhampur-Do- 
da. He defeated his opponent Professor Chaman Lal Gupta after his 

Tee successive tenures by a difference of 47175 votes. The coalition 
8vernment of B.J.P got dissolved at the Centre and under the com- 
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mand of Congress, a new coalition government was formed, in which 
Dr Manmohan Singh Ji was appointed as the new Prime Minister of 
the county. 

After these elections, Chowdary Lal Singh also visited Bhadarwah 
and other places of the District. During his tour, he promised his full 
support in matters like construction and development and the estab- 
lishment of a University campus at the place. On 2™ July AD 2004, he 
had a narrow escape in a militant attack during his tour to Chatru 
(Kishtwar) while a Deputy Superintendent Police and six Policemen 
were killed in the attack. 


Prime Minister's Tour to Jammu and Kashmir 


Prime Minister India, Dr Manmohan Singh visited the state of Jam- 
mu and Kashmir on 17 November AD 2004, while the entire valley 
was shut down as per a strike call given by Hurriyat Conference against 
his visit. However, Prime Minister still addressed a gathering of thou- 
sands of people in Sher-i-Kashmir Stadium. It was here that he an- 
nounced an aid of 22000 crores to be released by the Centre for various 
Developmental works in the State. The next day he went to Jammu and 
addressed a huge gathering of people at Parade Ground. He also an- 
nounced that an order regarding the restrictions on the government 
jobs shall not be applicable to the state, which cheered up everybody 
present in the crowd. Prime Minister also assured of taking forward the 
Peace Process in the state. 


Prime Minister Pakistan’s Tour to India 


Prime Minister of Pakistan Showkat Aziz came on a two-day 
well-wishing tour to Delhi on 23“ November AD 2004. Here, he met 
a delegation of the Central Government besides some leaders of Oppo- 
sition like L.K. Advani. He also met the leaders of Hurriyat Conference 
over dinner and also exchanged opinions over the Dialogue Process 
being held on Kashmir Conflict between India and Pakistan. Besides 
the Hurriyat Conference, some other leaders from Kashmir also partic: 


ing. On 24 November 2004, he met Prime Minis- 


ipated in this meet Mio’ 
t a comprehensive dia- 


ter Dr Manmohan Singh and it was decided tha 
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logue on Srinagar-Muzaffarabad Bus Service, Confidence Building 
Measures, and other issues would be held. Different organizations of 
District Doda welcomed the meeting. Political and social circles at 
Bhadarwah, Bhalesa, Thathri and other places regarded the meeting as 


a promising step. 


The Beginning of 2005 and Death of Former 


Education Minister 


On 1* January AD 2005, a powerful leader of National Conference 
and former Education Minister Abdul Qayoom passed away at his 
home in Tulsi Bagh. After receiving M.A. and LL.B. degrees from Mus- 
lim University Aligarh, he had been appointed as the lecturer at Gov- 
ernment Degree College Bhadarwah. He later retired from his services 
and stepped in the field of politics. His death was mourned by an innu- 


merable number of his students, acquaintances and common people in 
Bhadarwah who recalled his admirable services. 


The Commencement of Srinagar-Muzaffarabad 


Bus Service 


On7* April AD 2007, Indian Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, 
as a result of the Indo-Pak dialogue, flagged off the first bus service 
from Srinagar to Muzaffarabad, after a gap of around 57 years. He was 
also accompanied by Chairperson Congress Ms. Sonia Gandhi, Central 
Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad at the moment besides many other State 
and Central officials. The service was specifically named as ‘Karwan-e- 
Aman’ [lit.: A Caravan of Peace or Peace bus]. 19 people from this part 
of the State were on board in two newly purchased buses of State Road 
Transport Corporation. At a distance of 120 miles from Srinagar, these 
People crossed the Line of Actual Control from a post named as Kam- 
tae they were welcomed with warmth and cordiality by thou- 
dis abi People including their relatives and government officials on 
hii “a es of the line. Similarly, 30 people who had come from 
a ea. ad were cordially welcomed at Kamran post by Chief Min- 
‘ies ie State Matti Muhammad Syed, some ministers, and other 

nment officials. This caravan safely reached Srinagar in the eve- 
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ning. A heavy crowd of people assembled on both sides of the toads u 
to Srinagar welcomed the guests passionately. This step of the Indo-Pak 
governments was highly appreciated in the entire state in general and 
also by the people of various places of District Doda in particular, Ev- 
erybody regarded the step as a prelude to strengthening future relations 
between the two countries. 
On 2™ June AD 2005, the ‘Moderate Faction’ of Hurriyat Confer- 
ence (M) crossed the Line of Control for the first time to meet the 
leaders of Pakistan and Occupied Kashmir. The purpose of the meeting 
was to move forward various efforts being taken for restoration of the 
peace and also find a permanent solution of Kashmir Issue by bilateral 
dialogues. The group included Molvi Umar Farooq, Chairman Jammu, 
and Kashmir Liberation Front Yasin Malik and some members of the 
Freedom Party. While Yasin Malik was particularly accorded a very 
warm welcome, the people of ‘Azad Kashmir’ passionately welcomed 
the group in general wherever they passed through. There was a very 
positive effect on District Doda and particularly Bhadarwah by this 
visit. Only some months later, some people who had migrated to Paki- 


stan during AD 1947 also came through Karwan-e-Aman to meet their 
relatives here before returning back. 


Encounter at Village Chaka 


According to a news item published on 1* July AD 2005 in the 
weekly ‘Sada-e-Kohsaar Doda: “In a long encounter berween the mili- 
tants of Lashkar-e-Toiba and Security Forces at Chaka Btadareals 4 
Security personnel including 2 S.POs and 2 C.R.RF men, 2 cv 8 
and a militant were killed. Even though one civilian Farooq Ahmad re 
Muhammad Sharif R/o Upper Chaka is-also said to have been a Oa 
tant by the government sources but the locals have refuted the i ; 
and stated him to be a civilian. During the encounter, the were 
Farooq Ahmad, Muhammad Shafi and Manzoor Ahmad, sons nest 
haramad Sharif Bhat, residents of Chaka; and Ayaz Ahmad oe mie 
Kareem R/o Upper Chaka were completely razed to the sae te 
killed S.2-Os have been identified as Sanjay Kumar and Manto ede 
the soldiers associated with 78" Battalion have been identified as 


—— | 
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Shakti Velu and Constable Anees Phillips. The killed Militant 
Operato identified as Abid Zia Code Jaffar S/o Zia Rio Muthi 
has been A procession led by Sheikh Mujeeb Ali was taken out in Bha- 
ae the killing of the civilian, A 


strike was also observed by 
the Muslim community in Bhadarwah against the killing of the said 
ie 
civilian.” 


Golden Jubilee of Government D 
and the Announcement of the Es 
University Campus Bhadarwah 


egree College Bhadarwah 
tablishment of a 


zed in the lower gro 


et Minister Muhammad Sharif Niaz, Education Minister Mr. Harish 


Dev Singh, Member Parliament Chowdary Lal Singh, Thakur Puran 
Singh, Mr. Ghulam Muhammad Saroori Member Assembly caren 
al), Mr. Abdul Majid Wani Member Assembly (Doda), Molvi 
‘hid Member Assembly (Banihal) besides former sree soe 
sors at Degree College Bhadarwah, Director Colleges Dr Nil if sie 
and thousands of people, teachers, and school children, ee a 
"N. D. Wani welcomed the delegates, whereas the os - 
College Peerzada Shams-ud-din in his address ppokenip deeb li ra on 
ain achievements of various departments, and also shed agate 
"ute requirements of the college. Following it, a red pow- 
Chowdary Lal Singh, Mr. Muhammad Sharif me Nek ee Univer- 
‘ful and Ousing speeches in support of the ene sfibindenits 
tty Pus here. At last, amidst echoing app ae 4 of the excel- 
slogans Mufti Muhammad Syed announced that, wees llege (Bha- 
Peformance of this oldest and the biggest mee oad ocd a 
farvah of the District during the last fifty years, me ¢ Bhadarwah 
wn importance, the overall literacy rate; ee other states and 
dig _ Od-given beauty and its proximity wit 
tticts: 9, 


ment 
ag the overn: 
R in view of many other positive reasons, tie § 


|462| The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


has decided to establish a university campus here which has also been 
recommended by the present Vice-Chancellor Jammu University Mr, 
Amitabh Mattoo”. People expressed their deeply felt gratitude to Chief 
Minister Mufti Muhammad Syed, Ghulam Nabi Azad and Vice-Chan- 
cellor Professor Amitabh Mattoo and other personalities for taking this 


decision. 


Mufti Sahib during his speech also shed ample light on the equal 
development, peace, and prosperity of all three parts of the state, and 
also on finding a permanent and everlasting solution of Kashmir Issue 
through Dialogue by the coalition government. He also appreciated the 
culture, education, and beauty of the valley of Bhadarwah. He further 
said that a ‘Development Authority’ has been formed for the overall 
development of Bhadarwah that will assess the Tourism Potential of the 
place. He also assured of steps that would be undertaken for getting this 
area connected with other adjoining places through Bhadarwah-Cham- 
ba road and Basohli-Bhadarwah road. Union Minister of Parliamentary 
Affairs and Urban Welfare Mr. Ghulam Nabi Azad expressed his heart- 
felt compliments to the people for maintaining their communal has- 
mony during trying times and while encouraging the amity between 
different communities, he said that these exemplars of amity and broth- 
ethood must be praised and followed by the other inhabitants of the 
state. He also stated that the recent formation of three new Tehsils in 
the area of Kishtwar in District Doda by the government, and the ap- 
proval of the establishment of a Degree College, etc. in an area like 
Ramban are some of the new steps towards development. He alse rem- 
inisced about some of the historical and other events related co morali- 
ty from his studentship days. While speaking of the excellent pertor- 
mance of the college, he said that after getting graduated from this 
college, thousands of students by serving in political, social and eco- 
nomic fields and working at different positions in the state, country 
and abroad have won laurels not only for Bhadarwah but for the State 
and Country as well. Later, the aforesaid persons also attended the fa- 
mous local festival ‘Mela Patt’ and also witnessed late night musical 
performance at Bhadarwah College. However, some Assembly mem- 
bers.as.a mark of protest against the opening of a University Campus at 
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Bhadarwah had got up during the gathering itself and left Bhadarwah, 
due to which strikes and protest demonstrations were held the next day 
at Doda, Kishtwar, and Banihal etc, During a course of a public meet- 
ing, Mr. Sajad Ahmad Kichloo (MLA) termed this step as the usurpa- 
tion of rights of the backward area like Kishtwar. Saroori Sahib and 
Majid Wani Sahib were seen busy in a meeting with Mufti Sahib and 
Azad Sahib the next day. These MLAs succeeded in winning the assur- 
ance of getting the Post Graduate Classes started in Degree College 
Kishtwar and Doda from the following year, as a result of which the 
series of strikes simmered down. 


A Powerful Earthquake in the State 


On 8" October AD 2005, a powerful earthquake measuring 7.4 on 
the Richter scale devastated the state of Jammu and Kashmir, Azad 
Kashmir (Occupied Kashmir) and the border areas of Pakistan. The 
earthquake broke all the records of the preceding earthquakes thar had 
struck the region for hundreds of years. A few jolts wiped our many 
villages across the two parts of the state. Consequently, around one lakh 
people were killed. In this part of the state, Uri and Karnah were worst 
hit. 978 people died in these towns and more than 30000 got injured. 
667 people died in Uri District among which the number of dead 
reached 600 in Tanghdar itself. The number of people who died in 
Karnah was 311. In Uri, 12500 homes were totally reduced to rubble 
whereas $150 houses were partially damaged. During the earthquakes, 
41 soldiers also died in the state while 1200 were injured. Districts 
Baramulla, Srinagar and Kupwara were severely hit. All the houses of a 
village named Urusa were razed down to the ground in Uri. The hor- 
rendous earthquake severely damaged even the Uri Dam, Shankar 
Acharya Temple Srinagar, Telecommunications Tower and Sewage 
Treatment Plant at Nishat Bagh among many other prime structures of 
the state. Hundreds of school buildings were also destroyed in these 
areas besides the residential homes. 

According to an article published in English Daily Kashmir Times 
dated 19% May AD 2007, “As a result of the 8 October 2007 earth- 
quake; 7000 sq. km area, 1080000 people and 970 villages were severe- 
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ly hit in Azad Kashmir, 3, 29,579 residential homes were damaged, 
46,548 people were killed and 33,479 people were wounded. It result- 
ed in a huge loss of life and the financial sector was badly hit. Because 
of this earthquake, almost the entire economic and social setup got 
changed.” 

Roads and, Communication, Irrigation and Power systems were 
heavily damaged. The epicenter of the Earthquake was Muzaffarabad 
(Azad Kashmir) itself as a result of which the communication systems, 
Power and Water supplies in the valley broke down too. The earthquake 
also impacted different areas of the Jammu region. According to an es- 
timate, 17 people were killed in this division whereas 167 others were 
wounded. Many buildings and forts in Poonch.and Jammu, Mubarak 
Mandi Complex besides the buildings of University and Medical Col- 
lege in Jammu were partially damaged. On 11" October AD 2005, the 
number of deaths in the state was estimated to be 300. 

In the meantime, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, Central Ministers particularly 
Ghulam Nabi Azad visited Uri and other affected places. Mr. Ghulam 
Nabi Azad was persistent in the rehabilitation and distribution of aids 
among the people of these regions, With the help of the Central Gov- 
ernment, he succeeded by and large in discharging this important ‘mor- 
al duty’. In this matter, Prime Minister further announced the release 
of 500 crores as the financial aid (to the state). 

An interview with the people of Uri was published in Urdu Daily 
‘Kashmir Uzma’ dated 22 November AD 2007, according to which: 
“In the catastrophic earthquake of 8" October 2005, 21,100 residential 
houses of 95 villages inhabiting 119000 people, had been razed to 
ground whereas 45,400 houses were. partially damaged. 782 people 
died, whereas the number is stated to be more than 1000 according to 
non-government sources. An amount of 135000 rupees was announced 
for the reconstruction of the completely damaged residential houses.” 

So far as the area of Azad Kashmir (under Pakistan's control) is con- 
cerned, the horror leashed by the earthquake is a difficult task to be 
explained, The capital of that region ‘Muzaffarabad’ presented a hortif- 
ic and agonizing picture of destruction and devastation. Similarly, the 
town of Bagh was worst hir. It would take a lot of time to estimate the 
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devastation of some interior and far-flung villages. Because of the rup- 
tures of land and other landslides caused due to the earthquake in many 
places, many villages were completely wiped out. Power supply lines, 
poles, canals, and other water supply facilities had completely broken 
down. 73000 people were killed in the Pakistan Frontier areas while 30 
lakh people became homeless. According to a news item published in 
‘Kashmir Times’ dated 16" October AD 2005: “The majority of the 
casualty, as has been announced by Pakistan government, includes 
65000 people from Pakistan Occupied Kashmir itself. 11000 people 
have been confirmed dead in Muzaffarabad. According to an estimate 
by the U.N.O, the total number of these deaths has reached 30000. 
The number is very likely to get increased.” 

The tremors of the earthquake were also felt in Bhadarwah at 9:20 
am. in the morning that day. People out of fear rushed out of their 
homes; however, no serious loss of life or property was reported in the 
area. It is worth mentioning that the houses of many migrants from 
District Doda and particularly Bhadarwah who had shifted to Occu- 
pied Kashmir were razed to ground while many migrants were also 
killed, that also included the nephew of the writer (Late) Ataullah Kha- 
teeb Slo Master Ghulam Ahmad Khateeb who passed away by getting 


caught within the debris of a Bank building in Muzaffarabad where he 
used to work as a Manager. 


The Completion of the Mufti Government’s Tenure 


As per the agreement of the sharing of Chief Minister's chair, Mufti 
Syed after completing his three-year tenure tendered his resignation 
ftom the Post of Chief Minister on 29 October AD 2005 to Governor 
SK. Sinha at Srinagar. In the first week of October, many rounds of 
dialogue were held at Delhi Darbar and Kashmir Valley regarding this 
transfer of Power, Mufti Sahib argued that in the prevailing circum- 
Stances, the reins of power should be retained in his hand so that he 
Tey the hearts of people by fully implementing his ‘Healing 

oe etc. However, in no way could he leap across the strong 
Ze : Hes of the contract. Thus, his tenure having started on 2™ No- 
Mber AD 2002 reached its completion on 2 November AD 2005. 
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Mufti Sahib while shedding ample light on the prime achievements 
of his tenure in the Coalition government explained that an overall 
change had been brought in the Security scenario of the state during his 
time and that people had heaved a sigh of relief. Human Right Viola- 
tions had also simultaneously decreased. Nevertheless, Jenab Ghulam 
Nabi Azad had already been elected as the Party candidate for the post 
of Chief Minister by the State Congress, and in the ending October 
AD 2005, Chairperson Congress Ms. Sonia Gandhi nominated Mr. 
Ghulam Nabi Azad the then Central Minister of Parliamentary Affairs 
and Urban Welfare for the aforementioned post. Upon the suggestions 

of the Central Leaders, he resigned from the Central Ministry. 


Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad’s Ruling Period 


For the first time in the history of the Jammu and Kashmir State, a 
young politician belonging to Jammu region, Mr. Ghulam Nabi Azad, 
was administered-an oath as a Chief Minister on 2" November AD 
2005. He became the third Chief Minister of the state from the Con- 
gress Party. Prior to him, Khwaja Ghulam Muhammad Sadiq and Syed 
Mir Qasim were the prominent Chief Ministers that represented the 
party. Azad Sahib had also been entrusted with the responsibility of 
being the President State Congress in addition to holding a Ministerial 
berth in the Central government. In this capacity, he succeeded in win- 
ning his party the honour of being the biggest party in the State Assem- 
bly after a long time, by winning 21 seats in the AD 2002 Assembly 
elections. 

Besides Azad Sahib, ten other Cabinet Ministers also took an oath of 
loyalty, including two Ministers of State without any Ministerial port- 
folio. Muzaffar Hussain Beigh, an acknowledged lawyer of the state and 
a cultured person was appointed as the Deputy Chief Minister in this 
government. No Minister was taken in the Cabinet from District Doda 
or Tehsil Bhadarwah even though two Ministers from the area had ear- 
lier served in the Mufti government. The reason was that a total of 39 
Ministers were earlier included in the Mufti government, a number too 
great beyond the accepted limits. By including less number of Minis- 
ters in his Cabinet, Azad Sahib for the first timé implemented the stan- 
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ocol. This action was lauded by every intellectual circle. The 
we cher ministers in the newly formed government are as below: 
names 


pr, Mangat Ram Sharma- Transport and Floriculture Minister. 
> Mr Abdul Aziz Zargar- Minister of Agriculture- Cooperative, 


Fisheries. 
3, Hakim Yasin- Minister for Food and Supplies. 


4, Peerzada Muhammad Syed- Minister for Hajj and Aukauf. 
Youth Services and Sports. 


5. Taj Mohi-ud-din- Minister for Animal and Sheep Husbandry. 


6. Qazi Muhammad Afzal —Minister for Public Health, Irrigation 
and Flood Control. 


7. Haji Nisar Ali- Minister for Social Welfare. 

8. A.H. Qarrah- Minister for Urban Welfare, Forests. 

9. Babu Singh- State Minister for Rural Development. 

10. Gul Chain Singh Chadak- State Minister for Roads & Build- 
ings. 

11. Lawang Rizgin Jora- Minister for Power, Handicrafts ete. 


tr ne Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad retained the General Adminis- 
“ton, Home, Information, Education, Public Health, Revenue De- 
aha seu with himself whereas Deputy Chief Minister Beg was 
wed with the departments of Treasury, Planning, Parliamentary 

a Tour ism. In his policy description, Azad Sahib while assur- 
ing te id Prosperity, overall development and particularly pay- 
€ Pover eenSOD towards backward and overlooked areas, said that 
Tura} i i nd indigence would be wiped out of our hamlets, villages, 
se Parts ar-flung, hilly and other inaccessible areas of our state. All 

% that of the state would be developed on the principle of equality 
Proved, nomic, educational and social status of the people is im- 
the testopa-e Other issues, special attention would be paid towards 
tn. tation of : rqviding coe 
“tion Facil Peace and harmony in the state, on p se 

*S to people by connecting the areas through main 


The ecg, 
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link roads; construction of new hospitals, providing medicines and 
modern surgical equipment to old hospitals for extending basic public 
health facilities to far-flung areas and also on appointing doctors (in 
them). Similarly, in consideration of the availability of abundant re- 
sources bestowed by nature in respect of agriculture, horticulture and 
other related occupations, these sectors would be developed through 
sheer hard work and dedication which would fulfill the economic needs 
of the unemployed educated youth and the labour class, thus improv- 
ing the overall financial condition of the state. He also stated that “be- 
sides promoting Developmental sectors like Agriculture, Floriculture, 
Tourism, Industry, and handicrafts etc., the government has started a 
‘National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme’! (NREGA) in 
Doda, Kupwara and Poonch districts.” 

He further said that during the last 16 years of violence in the state, 
bloody assassinations were carried out, people were subjected to in- 
tense oppression and tyranny. Innumerable lives were lost while pos- 
sessions and properties were destroyed and devastated. Innumerable 
children were orphaned and thousands of women widowed. Specific 
attention would be paid to all these realities and all possible endeav- 
ours would be undertaken for creating an atmosphere of overall peace 
and prosperity in the state. He appealed to the armed youth for forsak- 
ing their guns forever keeping in view the outcome of the bloodshed 
on the state and also stressed upon them to search for the solutions of 


the issues on a negotiation table, as guns have never solved any sort of 
conflict until date. 


A Spectacular Felicitation Function at Jammu By 
Bhadarwahi Constituency Members in Honour of Azad 


A magnificent reception for Ghulam Nabi Azad was organized at 
Jammu by Jammu based citizens of Bhadarwah constituency on 8% 
February AD 2006. During the function, Professor Abdul Aziz Bhat, 
Shri Dina Nath Kotwal, Shri Swami Raj Sharma, Mr. Muhammad 
Sharif Niaz, Professor Muhammad Ayoub Sheikh, Professor Jaya Lal 
Kotwal etc, representing the people of Bhadarwah, Bhalesa, Thathri 
and Kishtwar etc, congratulated Azad Sahib and expressed their pro- 
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found happiness in their passionate and emotional speeches on his as- 
suming the charge of the Chief Minister of the state. Azad Sahib and 
his wife Ms. Shamima Azad were also presented with mementos at the 
function. A member of the Bhadarwah Assembly Constituency, Mu- 
hammad Sharif Niaz during his speech at the function said that “Azad 
Sahib, by giving a new direction to the work culture in the state in his 
100 days of governance, has undertaken some bold and worth-praising 
historical steps.” Azad Sahib was rousingly welcomed as he reached his 
reserved seat. Flowers were showered upon him while he and his wife 
were also garlanded. Elderly people, young officers, and citizens took 
part in the famous “Deco Dance’ of Bhadarwah amidst the musical 
sounds of the flutes, drums and Narsinghas (horns) played along the 
dance that sprinkled new colours in the attractiveness of the celebra- 
tion. On the other hand, a short cultural programme was also orga- 
nized that captivated the hearts of the audience. The gates and arches at 
the venue were beautifully adorned with colourful small flags. Before 
the conclusion of the celebration, Azad Sahib made some historical 
announcements regarding the welfare and prosperity of District Doda, 
Bhadarwah and adjoining areas that primarily included approval of a 
Tourist circuit around Pathankot, Basohli, Bani, Bhadarwah, Doda, 
Kishtwar to Kokernag (Kashmir), for the promotion of the Tourism. 
While explaining about the project he said that there are a lot of virgin, 
attractive and beautiful tourist spots in these areas which have not yet 
been explored by anyone. In view of the touristic importance of these 
places, empowered Development Authorities have been established, 
cach of which would be given an amount of 20 crores for the promo- 
tion of tourist activities. The second announcement was regarding “the 
commencement of classes at Bhadarwah University Campus from the 
end of this (that) year. The task of earmarking 1000 kanals of land for 
the Campus has been completed. As of now, 50 kanals of this land has 
been demarcated for the construction of buildings.” 

He also announced that the construction and widening etc. of 
Thathri-Kilhotran road with the Centre's financial assistance of ru- 
Pees 40 crores would be taken up and completed within the next 
three years. He also announced the proposal of Malano-Kahira-Gan- 
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doh road for connecting Bhadarwah with Bhalesa. The road would 
pass through Jai-Joura and reach Malano and Kahira, where it would 
meet Kilhotran road. While speaking about the huge potential of 
horticulture, he appealed to the residents of District Doda for start- 
ing a plantation drive of high-quality fruit-bearing trees so that fruit 
processing industrial units could be set up at appropriate places in the 
district. 

The prestigious function culminated into an afternoon lunch in 
which thousands of pensioners, revered citizens, numerous youth and 
government as well as non-government workers participated, thereby 
making it a memorable gathering. 


Azad as a Candidate for Bhadarwah by-Elections 


On 5" March AD 2006, as Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad pro- 
ceeded from Jammu towards Bhadarwah to file his nomination papers 
in Bhadarwah constituency’s by-elections, he was accorded a very 
warm welcome by the people along the National highway and on Do- 
da-Bhadarwah road. Rows of thousands of people lined on both sides 
of the road from Paranoo to Bhadarwah. were eager to welcome him 
passionately. Arched entries were set up and decorated with small flags 
all along the road. His caravan was welcomed by dances and melodi- 
ous Bhadarwahi folk music played from rooftops along his way. Slo- 
gans in his praise resounded in Paranoo, Bhala, Malnai, Seeri, Amira 
Nagar, Gatha, and the city. After filing in the nomination papers, Azad 
Sahib addressed.a prestigious and historic gathering in Seeri Bazaar, 10 
which people from every nook and corner of Tehsil Bhadarwah, Bhale- 
sa and Thathri participated. Azad Sahib, while again declaring a wat 
against nepotism and corruption reassured of getting all the three parts 
of the state developed on equal lines and particularly stressed upon his 
intentions of eradicating poverty and indigence from the residents of 
backward areas of the state in the bare minimum time so that the state 
of Jammu and Kashmir could be counted among other developing 
states of the country. He further stated that he would leave no stone 
unturned for making his Assembly ward a Model constituency. He 
was also accompanied by Jenab Peerzada Muhammad Syed, Thakur 
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Gul Chain Singh Chadak, Muhammad Sharif Niaz, Member Parlia- 
ment Madan Lal Sharma, Chowdary Lal Singh, Thakur Puran Singh, 
Ghulam Ahmad Mir, Abdul Gani Vakil, Ghulam Muhammad Sarodi 
and Abdul Majeed Wani, on this travel. Majority of these people ad- 
dressed the gathering and reassured the people of getting this neglect- 
ed remote area on the Tourism map while also developing it in every 
other possible way. 


Chief Minister's Tour to Bhalesa 


Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad started visiting different remote 
areas of the state to inspect the pace and quality of various developmen- 
tal works on-spot. During this time, he also came towards the area of 
Bhalesa on 11 March AD 2006, where he was passionately welcomed 
by people at different places who also presented their demands to him. 
The people of village Kota in their memorandum presented their de- 
mands related to the construction of roads, providing drinking water 
supplies, public health, and education. Among these demands, Azad 
Sahib assured them of the construction of Bhadgi-Sinnu road, provid- 
ing of social requirements in 18 villages of Kota and also the construc- 
tion of a high school at Khadangal. After it, during a procession at 
Jakyass, he also reassured the people of considering their demands sym- 
pathetically. He laid the foundation of ‘Ganeet-ul-Uloom' hostel at Ukh- 
yatpora. He was also accompanied by former Power Minister Muham- 


mad Sharif Niaz and Ghulam Mubammad Saroori, M.L.A Indarwal 
ward, on this visit. 


Record-Breaking Success of Jenab Ghulam Nabi Azad in 
Bhadarwah Constituency 


In the by-elections of the Bhadarwah constituency spread across an 
atea of 5400 square kilometers, as per the votes counted on 27° April 
AD 2006, Jenab Ghulam Nabi Azad by winning 62,072 votes of the 
‘otal 66,129 votes polled, succeeded prestigiously breaking all records 
of Margin to win first ever Assembly election from his ancestral Con- 
tuency in his 30 years of political career. He secured 93.6 % of the 
total votes polled. Since last by-elections, the popularity of Bharatiya 
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Janta Party had been on a decline. The party candidate in this constit- 
uency Mr. Koushal Kumar got mere 4.57 % of the total polled votes 
whereas National Conference considering the overall development of 
Bhadarwah extended its support to Azad Sahib in the Bhadarwah Con- 
stituency. 

Because Azad Sahib had taken the oath as 4 Chief Minister on 

November 2" AD 2005, he was supposed to win an election from 
any constituency before May 2 as.a Constitutional requirement. Thus, 
his cousin and M.L.A. Bhadarwah constituency Mr. Muhammad 
Sharif Niaz vacated his seat for him. The election was conducted on 
24" April AD 2006 in which people from Bhadarwah, Bhalesa, Kil- 
lar, and Charahala regardless of their religious or regional differences 
exercised their franchise in favour of Azad Sahib which entirely ended 
the longstanding communal strains in the region. In this election, 
BJP could cross the three-figure mark in only four polling stations. 
which included 125 votes in Dhonsa (Bhalesa), 147 votes ac Mantha- 
la, 115 votes at Sartingal, Bhadarwah and 157 votes:at Udrana Bha- 
darwah respectively. It must be remembered that Manthala is a native 
town of Mr. Koshal. Azad Sahib secured all 339 votes at village Hadal 
(Bhalesa) whereas, at polling station Khaleni Bhadarwab, he won 
1181 votes of the total 1405 votes polled, BJP got only 15 vores at the 
station. BJP secured more votes at Udrana, a station. However, it 
could not take a lead at any other station. But for a few incidents of 
grenade attacks by the militants in the Bhadarwah constituency, no 
serious incident surfaced during this polling. However, a constable 
was killed in an attack on Police Station Bhadarwah, A tew days ear- 
lier, a mercenary of Mohalla Qillah had also been killed during an 
encounter with the Security Forces. 

The huge participation of the people in the elections, who exercised 
their franchise in favour of Azad Sahib’s development proposals and his 
worth-appreciating policies related to peace prosperity and communal 
harmony, helped him succeed bya record-breaking margin. After fling 
his nomination papers on 5* April, Azad Sahib didn’t visit Bhadarwah 
constituency even once during election campaigning, as he had himself 
said that why should he visit to ask for votes from his own people as he 
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was sure that the people would exercise their votes thoughtfully. While 
showing regards to Democratic traditions, he had even said that any 
person belonging to any political party can contest the election against 
him, as is the fundamental demand of democracy. 

Upon the declaration of the election results, B.J.P Candidate Shri 
Koshal Kotwal accepted his defeat open-mindedly while even his secu- 
tity had also been confiscated. On the other hand; accompanied by his 
wife Ms. Shamima Dev and Transport Minister Shri Mangat Ram 
Sharma, Mr. Ghulam Nabi Azad taking a break from District Develop- 
ment Board meeting in Kathua reached the ground of Higher Second- 
ary School Bhadarwah on 27" April, where people assembled in a huge 
rally passionately welcomed and congratulated him amidst resounding 
slogans. 

While thanking all the voters of the Bhadarwah constituency, he 
described his triumph as a victory of democracy, secularism, brother- 
hood, and amity. He also hailed the concerned officials for conduct- 
ing the elections in a free and cordial atmosphere without laying any 
compulsions on the people, at a time when according to them the 
possibility of violent incidents could not be ruled out from some ar- 

eas of this constituency. He stressed upon the fact that the people had 
teposed a tremendous faith in him for the development and prosper- 
ity of this area and also assured that nobody would be allowed to play 
with the emotions of the people any longer and every possible step 
would be undertaken for fulfilling their long-pending demands. To- 
wards the end of his speech, he once again congratulated the people 
at the fact that the election was conducted free of violence and any 
communal divide, 
ase former Power Minister Muhammad Sharief Niaz, M.L.A. 

"oda Abdul Majeed Wani and M.L.A. Indarwal Ghulam Muhammad 
ee thousands of influential people from this constituency, 

. sol tc. were all eagerly looked forward ro welcoming — . i 
: ben. did he reach the venue of the rally that he was = ayer 
thesia, with flowers. In the afternoon, their helicopter w A € . 
the Peaks of Mountain Kailash recurned towards Kathua whe 

ard Meeting still continued, 
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Centre’s Financial Assistance for the Development 
of Tourism Sector 


As per a news item published in Kashmir Times, “Against the sanc- 
tioned amount of Rs. 799.69 lakhs for development of Tourist Circuit 
of Lakhanpur, Basohli, Bani, Sarthal, an amount of Rs. 639 lakhs was 
released to the state during the last financial year. For Development and 
establishment of Tourist Circuit of Bhadarwah-Kishewar-Sinthan-Sri- 
nagar, an amount of Rs. 522.90 lakh against the sanctioned amount of 
Rs. 691.13 lakh was released.”""*! 

It is expected that the release of such an enormous amount of mon- 
ey would bring swiftness in the completion of the latter Tourist Circuit 
while many problems and difficulties of the people related to commu- 
nication systems and Tourism would also be resolved. 


The Killing of Innocent People at Kulhand 


On 1* June AD 2006, 22 people belonging to the Hindu commu- 
nity were shot dead by militants at village Kulhand Tehsil Doda. Al- 
most 10 villagers were also wounded in the grave incident among 
which 8 people had to be airlifted to Jammu Medical College for 
treatment. The remaining two wounded persons were admitted in the 
local District hospital. This heart-rending incident ran a wave of rage 
and sorrow across the entire District while all the people regardless of 
their faith or religion strongly denounced this inhuman act. The dis- 
trict officials reached the site and assured the bereaved families of ie 
ery possible help. Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad participated in 
the last rites of the deceased persons and while sympathizing and con- 
doling with the bereaved people, passed immediate orders to the va 
cerned officials for disbursing financial aid to the dependents. All “a 
shops, schools, and business establishments remained closed in me 
entire district against the incident. The incident was also sore 
condemned in Bhadarwah. A demand for a legal probe into the me 
ter was also raised. 13 women among the bereaved people were . 
allotted government jobs while a suitable financial aid was also pro”. 
vided to every family. 


Section-—2 |4 75| 


Commemoration Held on the Death Anniversary of 


Rasa Javedani 

Upon the directions of Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad, a com- 

memoration on the death anniversary of Rasa Javedani, a prominent 

+ of the sub-continent, was organized by the J&K Academy of Art, 

Culcure and Languages on 18" July AD 2006, under the guidance of 
Dr Rafiq Masoodi, Secretary Academy in which numerous singers and 
artists from the Kashmir valley and District Doda participated. Among 
the local young singers, Rashid Jehangir, Indu Bala, Aijaz, Zulaikha, 
and Shahid enthralled the audience in their magical voices by singing 
the poetry of Rasa Javedani and other folk songs. In the last segment of 
the event, a Mushaira (poetry-recital) was also held at Dak Bungalow 
Bhadarwah in which some eminent poets from District Doda and the 
valley recited their poetical compositions. 

The honour of presiding over the Mushaira was granted to the writer 
(Bashir Bhadarwahi) whereas the duties of moderation were discharged 
byalocal poet Sagar Sehrayi. Chief Minister addressed the poets direct- 
ly over the phone from Delhi and also thanked them for their partici- 
pation in the event. Dr Rafiq Masoodi apprised the audience with the 
upcoming programmes of the Academy and also thanked the poets (for 
their participation). 


Tourism Festival Held at Khaleni and Killar 


For highlighting the potential of tourism in the beautiful valley of 
ah and its scenic adjoining places, Tourism fairs are being or- 
nized by the government at these places for which the Chief Execu- 
‘we Officer of Bhadarwah Development Authority has also been ap- 
sey as the Nodal Officer. In this connection, a fair was to be 
Banized at one of the most beautiful places of Killar on 14" July AD 
ae hi due to the torrential rains, the fair had to be merged with the 
ing a a and fairs organized during the month of August. By cross- 
ificen, Ourist gate’ of the Killar area, the people witnessed the mag- 
4Ppe “© and scenic beauty of the area and enjoyed themselves. It is 
priate to mention here that a motorable road has already been 
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on Doda-Bhadarwah Highway until 
to village Dongli so thar Killar area, 
which has a potential to be transformed into a big Tourist Center, could 
be completely opened up for the Tourists. Tourist huts and other resi- 
dential and recreational facilities are being planned at Khaleni. 


Approval for Nayabats (Lower Revenue Courts) and 
New Districts, Tehsils, and Sub-Divisions 


Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad and Deputy Chief Minister Jen- 
ab Muzaffar Hussain Beg while addressing a joint press conference in 
Srinagar on 4% July AD 2006, announced the approval for creating 8 
new districts, 3 Sub-Districts, 13 new Tehsils and some Nayabats in the 
state, whereas pertinently the demand for the creation of the same had 
been lingering for over 30 years. The new districts approved for Jammu 
division include Kishtwar, Ramban, Samba, and Reasi while as the new 
districts in Kashmir valley include Bandipora, Kulgam, Qazigund and 
Shopian. District Doda has been likewise divided into three districts 
and three new Tehsils have also been approved in it at Atholi, Chatru, 
and Marwah where Nayabats had been formed earlier. Tehsil Gandoh is 
one of the three Tehsils of the state that has been upgraded and accord- 
ed the status of a Sub-District. This step of the coalition government 
has been widely appreciated in the state. 


constructed from village Seenai 
Khaleni, which is being extended 


Foundation Stone for Tourist Resort at Bhadarwah 


In the afternoon of Monday 21" August AD 2006, Jenab Ghulam 
Nabi Azad on behalf of State’s Tourism Department laid the founda- 
tion stone for ‘Bhadarwah Tourist Resort’ at Village Dandi Bhadarwah- 
Mr. Muzaffar Hussain Beg also participated in the ceremony while as 
beside him, the presence of Director Tourism, District Officers, te 
nowned local citizens, and numerous political workers added charm to 
the event. It must be remembered that Azad Sahib as the Union Min- 
ister of Tourism had got a lot of Tourist Huts constructed at village 
Dandi which unfortunately were torched allegedly by some armed ¢x- 
tremists a few years ago. Now, Azad Sahib in the capacity of a Chief 
Minister has arranged for the construction of modern infrastructure 4¢ 
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the site which is under construction. It is hoped that these beautiful 


and elegant buildings would be completed by the end of the current 
financial year AD 2007-2008. 


Kailash Tourism Festival Held at Bhadarwah 


The Tourism Festival, connected with the Kailash Yatra AD 2006- 
07, was locally declared open by the Chief Minister of the State Ghu- 
lam Nabi Azad on 9% August AD 2006 which continued until 28" 
August AD 2006. Upon the directions given by the Chief Minister, this 
festival was organized by the Bhadarwah Development Authority to 
publicly expose the graceful and bewitching natural beauty of Bhadar- 
wah ona big scale, which has so far been subjected to successive official 
apathy for decades and remained unknown to the outside world, so 
that it becomes an attraction for the State’s and foreign tourists and 
thus emerge as a Tourist industry in the region. A number of Tour and 
travel agencies having international repute were invited by the Chief 
Minister to participate in the festival with the same objective. 

A number of cultural programmes and folk dances were held during 
the festival. Exhibitions displaying local paintings and sculpture were 
organized. Numerous cultural performances were staged in the eve- 
nings known as ‘Sham-i-Bhadarwah? [4t.: Evenings of Bhadarwah] in 
which besides local artists and singers those from Jammu, Srinagar, 
Doda, Padar, and Bhalesa actively participated enchanting thousands 
of local and foreign audiences and spectators. Prior to it, Chief Minister 
Jenab Ghulam Nabi Azad and Deputy Chief Minister Muzaffar Hus- 
sain Beg addressed a mammoth gathering of people at the place and 
Criticized the successive governments for discriminating with many re- 
mote areas of Jammu like some parts of the Kashmir valley. Both the 

Speakers strongly reassured that the coalition government would for- 
mulate all plausible and effective proposals for the welfare and prosper- 
ity of all the parts and sub-regions of the state. Beg Sahib straightfor- 
Wardly agreed that the previous governments have discriminated with 
@mmu province on the whole and this region has been subjected to 
their apathy in terms of harnessing its tourism potential. While point- 
ing towards the long pending demand of the people of Bhadarwah that 
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it should be brought on the Tourist Map, he said that Bhadarwah has 
now not only been brought on the tourist map of the State but of the 
country also. People expressed their happiness at the announcement by 
shouting slogans amidst echoing applause. While talking to Press re- 
porters at the end of the festival, the tour operators spoke about the 
beauty of Bhadarwah and while explaining the tourist potential of the 
place said: “No stone should be left unturned for developing such un- 
paralleled beautiful landscapes on earth as a Tourist Destination, that 
have never been explored among the hilly areas of the country. The area 
should be promoted as a Tourist Destination across the entire country.” 
However, they requested Azad Sahib not to disturb the natural ecolog- 
ical balance of the area by any intervention in the name of development 
or tourist activities and that a helicopter service should be arranged for 
ferrying the people from Vaishno Devi Yatra to Bhadarwah and back. 
The international tour operators who gave their suggestions primarily 
included Mr. Mukesh Jagga President Domestic Tour Operators, who 
was accompanied by a 40 member delegation of other tour operators 
that had come to participate in the festival. Prior to the Press confer- 
ence, a wrestling competition was organized after a break of several 
years, in which wrestling bouts were held between the wrestlers from 
the J&K, U.P, Punjab, West Bengal, Himachal Pradesh and Haryana 
which was witnessed by about 20000 spectators. In the final match, 
Rehmat Ali of Bhalesa was declared as the winner. The wrestlers were 
awarded cash prizes. Thousands of people were entertained by an inter- 
esting sport of Paragliding also which had been organized here for the 
first time in the ground of Higher Secondary School Bhadarwah. 


The Construction of a Bridge Over River Tawi in Basohli 


According to a news item published by a reputed newspaper ‘Hind 
Samachar’, “the Indian government has given a nod for the proposal of 
a 572 ft long bridge to be constructed over River Tawi at an estimated 
cost of around 70 crores. The bridge would shorten the distance be- 
tween Pathankot to Srinagar through Basohli-Bhadarwah-Srinagar 
road by 52 Kilometers. Tenders in this regards have also been invited. 
It is hoped that the construction of this bridge would usher in a new era 


a 
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and development in the Basohli-Bhadarwah areas. Tourist 
P ier the Basohli, Lakhanpur, Sarthal Tourist Circuit, and Bha- 
potent Doda, Kishewar, Santhan Tourist Circuits would also be boost- 


one construction of this bridge that would also connect Basohli 
y 


with Dunera Punjab. 


Chief Minister’s Tour to Bhadarwah, Bhalesa, and Thathri 


On 11* April AD 2007, the Chief Minister J&K conducted a tour 
to Bhalesa, Bhadarwah and some areas of Tehsil Thathri and also ad- 
dressed the public gatherings at Malano, Kandhot, and Jai areas. He 
laid the foundation stones of some Water Supply Schemes and roads, 
etc. at these places. He also expressed deep sadness over the torching of 
Purani Sarai, a Forest Bungalow and newly constructed 14 Tourist 
Huts at a health resort Jai during the militancy and also reassured of 
constructing Fabricated Tourist huts at this alluring place in view of its 
great tourist potential. While announcing the laying of the web of 
toads and undertaking immediate steps for promoting agriculture and 
horticulture in these areas, he also appealed to people to plant different 
kinds of fruit-bearing trees. He also announced the approval of an 
amount of 25 Crores for the construction of Kahira-Joura road No.1 
bia mentioning that funds are also being released for the construc- 
Rica toad which would provide traffic facilities to the peo- 
a ‘ees Tehsil Bhadarwah, Thathri, and Gandoh, thereby strength- 
hisig fe be social, economic and political relations between these 
Dilawar Mit Speaking about Rivulet Kandi, Irrigation Minister Mr 
from ® who was accompanying him, said that this canal flowing 
dry areas Pps irrigate Ilaqa Thathri, and the barren lands and 

Produce th oe adjoining places, which would increase the over- 
Chief Minister Y mproving the economic condition of the people. 
PMoposeq Ga the beginning and the culminating places of the 
ba ° Welcome, ‘canal and addressed a huge gathering of people there, 
bid the foundar: m and his companions very enthusiastically. He also 
The g eme ation stone of the Water Scheme Phase Number 2 ar Jai. 
sl) Foe been Specifically reserved for two Zones only that 

™pleted at an ¢stimated expenditure of 10 Crores. From 
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this amount, 4.16 Crores would be spent on Zone No. | that would 
benefit 14 villages including Chinchora, Chhani, Tribi, Lanchan, 
Duga Jalga, Rehi of Illaqa Chinta; and villages Paendku, Kontruh, 
Misrata, Dagi Nasaka and Khalu, located towards Bhalra, An amount 
of 4.55 Crores would be spent on Phase No. 2 that would benefit 15 
villages. They include the villages of Sharora, Hamoot, Tangoma, Kan- 
gla, Sora, Baram Puri, Taenasna, Kandusu, Choundary Tandora, 
Chakrabati, Sindra, Kathyara, Kahila, and Daraya. These schemes 

have been directed to be completed within a year. Before proceeding 

to other areas, Chief Minister initially laid the foundation stone of 
Kandi canal on this visit. The canal that would start from Malano is 

estimated to be built at a cost of 53 Crores. 


The Killing of DSP Shelay Singh 


On 30" May AD 2007, D.S.P. Shelay Singh of Special Operation 
Group Jammu was shot dead during an encounter at Village Udrana 
Bhadarwah by a Divisional Commander of Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) 
Khaleel-ur-Rehman known as Abu Umar R/o Bahawalpur Pakistan, 
where he (Shelay Singh) had arrived the same day from Jammu in pur- 
suit of militants. Militant hiding in a private residence shot a bullet at 
him immediately as he entered the residence, as a result of which he was 
killed on the spot while the militant succeeded in fleeing away. Accord- 
ing to reports, two militants travelling in a jeep had also been seen 
alighting in Village Udrana the same day. 


A Master Plan for Bhadarwah Town 


Through the Tourism Department, the coalition government run- 
ning under the leadership of Jenab Ghulam Nabi Azad has approached 
Ahmedabad’s CEPT University to Prepare a master plan to help put 
‘Mini-Kashmir’ Bhadarwah, on the tourist circuit. A team from 
Ahmedabad, after visiting the Bhadarwah valley and Kishtwar, would 
undertake a preliminary study on these towns after which the govern- 
ment will explore the potential of promoting tourism industry at these 


places and decide on bringing them at par with tourist destinations like 
Gulmarg and Pahalgam. 
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e concerned department of the University would make a master 


i uld not only include basic infrastructure like approach 


Jan, that wo pn wks : 
roads, watels waste-disposal facilities but also identify opportunities for 
, 


st facilities like river-rafting, Para-gliding and adventure sports in 
the region. Bhadarwah has already a rich natural infrastructure for these 
activities and is surrounded on all sides by lofty mountains full of scenic 

ots. Also, Neeru River is ideal for rafting. The Forest resources are full 
of Deodar and other trees, which if developed for the purpose would be 
ahaven for trekkers. The construction of proposed roads and the for- 
mation of Tourist Circuits that would connect the area internally with 
Kashmir valley and surrounding states is likely to be a boon for the 


economy of this place. 


touri 


Tourist Festival Held at Bhadarwah 


During a colourful function held on 15% June AD 2007, Chief Min- 
ister of the State declared open the 15-day long Tourist festival here. He 
was also accompanied by Union Tourism Minister Ambika Soni. Pi- 
geon flight and balloons soaring high in the skies made the inaugural 
ceremony of the festival spectacular. The revered guests went round 
various stalls displaying handicrafts and after visiting a painting and 
sculpture exhibition, conducted an aerial visit to the beautiful meadows 
and landscapes of Sewaj Dhaar and Kailash Dhaar. Later, while address- 
ing a mammoth gathering of people, Azad Sahib said that the local 
Development Authority has been provided a sum of Rs. 20 crores for 
starting the tourist activities at the place which would provide the basic 
tourist infrastructure required at the place; and by developing the ap- 
Proved Tourist Circuits, a new era of prosperity could be started here. 
Later, in the evening while attending a Mushaira, Azad Sahib an- 
nounced to institute a ‘Rasa Javedani Memorial Chair’ in University 
soy Bhadarwah, which was appreciated by all the intellectual cir- 
ot of the region. While reassuring that the work on widening the 
. adarwah-Doda road to double lane shall be completed by May next, 
tio: ‘nnounced that an additional sum of Rs. 67 crores has been sanc- 

ned for the Chamba-Bhadarwah road. 
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Prior to it, the Chief Minister also inaugurated a sub-office of J&K 
Academy of Art, Culture and Languages at Bhadarwah and also inau- 
gurated a new bridge on Degree College Link road constructed at a cost 
of Rs. 35 lakh. He also addressed a National seminar on Prospects of 
Sustainable Development in Education and Tourism Sectors in Chen- 
ab Basin: Vision 2020 at Degree College Bhadarwah. After participat- 
ing in a state level multi-lingual Mushaira in the memory of Rasa Jave- 
dani, he kept attending to the guests until late night while also meeting 
dozens of delegates during a dinner party given in respect of hundreds 
of guests and delegates. Wrestling competitions were also organized 
during the tourist festival from June 20 to June 24 in which wrestlers 
from Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, J8¢K including some from 
the local areas as well participated and entertained thousands of specta- 
tors. Many houses and hotels had been booked on rent for accommo- 
dating the tourists during the festival. Many singers, artists, and musi- 

cians performed for many days, Some tourists also enjoyed the alluring 
valleys of Sewaj Dhar etc. through Helicopter rides. 


Surrender of 10 Militants of Bhalesa 


Ten militants hailing from Illaga Bhalesa laid down their arms be- 
fore the Chief Minister and the police officers on June $* AD 2007 at 
Doda and shun the path of violence. They also included a Divisional 
Commander of Harkat-Ul-Mujahideen (HuM). Perhaps, it was for 
the first time in the history of the state that someone had surrendered 
before any Chief Minister of the state. After the incident, the exis- 
tence of Harkat-ul-Mujahideen outfit in the area was almost equal to 
nothing. According to the reports, the people heaved a sigh of relief 
after the surrender. Prior to it, on 4% June 2007, two militants were 
killed during an encounter ar village Tantali Bisran. One of them 
Shah Din Code Sher Khan S/o Muhammad Shafiq R/o Village Tha- 
nala belonged to Bhadarwah, who according to Police experts was an 
IED expert. His dead body was brought to Bhadarwah and buried 
here. The name of the second pro-freedom mercenary was Ghulam 
Muhammad Code Mehmood S/o Qasim Din R/o Kota Bhalesa. Both 
the militants were active in Thathri (Bhalesa) and Gandoh Tehsils for 
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many years. Ghulam Muhammad was also accused of the murder of 
one woman Rubina. 


The Demise of Saidullah Tantray, President Jammu and 
Kashmir Freedom Movement 


Late Saidullah Tantray was born in a reli 
scious family at village Ghat Doda. He received his initial education 
from Gatha and Doda schools. He passed matriculation exams in the 
year AD 1955 and got appointed as a teacher in the Department of 
Education in the year AD 1956. He kept getting influenced by the 
sermons of Moulana Ghulam Ahmad Ahrar and very soon joined Ja- 
mat-e-Islami group as a member. As a result of his unrelenting efforts, 
a lot of religious institutions were established at different places in 
Doda Tehsil. Because of his association with J 


amat-e-Islami, he had to 
brave endless transfers in his service career. At last, he resigned from his 


service out of annoyance and formally joined the movement of Ja- 
mat-e-Islami. Later, he bore the hardships of the jail for a long period. 
In the year AD 1972, he also contested the elections from Doda con- 
stituency but didn’t succeed. During the year AD 1965 alone, he was 
sent to jail five times. 

Although in response to the denial of membership to the Jammu 
region in the working committee of Hurriyat Conference, (Late) Tan- 
tray formed an organization by the name of ‘Jammu and Kashmir Free- 
dom Movement’ in the year 2001, ideologically he continued his affil- 
iation with the Jamaat-e-Islami group until his death. He had a narrow 
€scape in a car accident in August AD 2001 but unfortunately, he fell 

Own in drowsiness in the year AD 2005 and fractured his leg. Ac last, 
is soul transited from this world and met its True Creator’ on 29% 
May AD 2007. “Innalaha Wa Inna Iaihi Rajioun” (lit: ...To Allah, We 
Sng and Truly, to Him, we shall rerurn. Al Quran 2:156]8U20 

Tantray would come once or twice in a year to Bhadarwah and per- 
“Uasively deliver Friday sermons on various religious issues to the wor- 
Bes in Jamia Masjid Bhadarwah. He would share the joy and grief 
Ma | the People and also participate in the religious congregations. 

Srant heaven to the.departed soul (Amen). After a unani- 


giously and politically con- 
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mous decision, Mr, Muhammad Sharif Sartaj was appointed the Chair- 
man of the organization at his place while Khwaja Abdul Hai Khateeb 
(Bhadarwah) was elected as the Vice-Chairman. Mr Muhammad Iqbal 
Malik was appointed as the General Secretary. Sartaj Sahib belonged to 
Ilaqa Bhalesa. He is a famous journalist, politician and a man of vivid 
religious consciousness. He is also the driving force and Editor-in-Chief 
of the Daily ‘Rah-e-Manzil [lit.: The path to Destiny]. 


Militant Killed at Mohalla Eidgah 


On 8" July AD 2007, one mercenary Khaleel-ur-Rehman known as 
Abu Bakr R/o Bahawalpur Pakistan was killed at Eidgah Bhadarwah in 
a joint operation by Police Task Force and C.R.PF, etc. The extremist 
was allegedly involved in the killing of Mr. Shelay Singh (DSP), who 
had been targeted by his bullet on 30 May AD 2007 at village Udrana 
Bhadarwah. During this gunfight at Eidgah, a poor woman one Misrah 
Begum was also killed. The locals alleged that the mentioned woman 
was innocently killed without being provided any chance of coming 
out and further that the slain gunman did not possess any weapon. The 
Muslim community of Bhadarwah observed a strike in this regard while 
some people raised slogans against the incident also. Abu Bakr was laid 
to rest at Martyr's Graveyard Bhadarwah. 


Tehsil Commander of Hizb Killed 


A Tehsil Commander of Hizb-ul-Mujahideen outfit Muhammad 
Shafi known as Shahbaz R/o Kanthal (Tehsil Thathri) was killed in an 
encounter with the Forces on 9% August AD 2007, while the other 
gunman laid down his arms before the Police. His identity has been 
established as Akhtar Hussain of Charahala (Thathri). During the same 
month, some other militants belonging to Gandoh also surrendered 
their arms before the Security forces and the Police. 


Chief Minister’s Tour of Khaleni and Killar 


On 17" September, Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad visited the 
Tourist Center being constructed at Ilaaga Killar, where he was pas- 
sionately welcomed by thousands of people. While addressing the 


Section—2 |485] 


people, he said that people should take advantage of the different 
schemes related to Tourism under which they could be provided up 
to Rs 2 lakhs for upgrading their houses to be rented out to tourists 
as paying guests or for encouraging horticulture at the place, etc. Af- 
ter assessing the progress of other developmental schemes, the Chief 
Minister also inaugurated three Tourist Huts constructed here. The 
government is spending an amount of Rs | crore for the addition of 
three more huts at the place. The huts would comprise of 10 rooms 
with additional facilities of a restaurant and a recreational park. Azad 
Sahib also announced that a new bridge would be constructed on 
Nallah Neeru at Seeri at an estimated cost of 75 lakhs. Due to securi- 
ty reasons, he later had to cancel his visit to Bhadarwah where, after 
inaugurating a horticulture exhibition, he was scheduled to attend 


the festival ‘Mela Patt’. 


Two Gunmen Killed at Village Chinot Bhadarwah 


On 8% September AD 2007, two absconding gunmen belonging to 
Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) were killed in the residential house of one Late 
Faiz Ahmad Goni at village Chinot Bhadarwah, in a joint operation 
launched by Forces and Police. One of them identified as Aijaz Ahmad 
S/o Ghulam Muhammad Lone belonged to the same village while the 
other militant Sajid known as Usama belonged to Tehsil Marwah, Dis- 
trict Kishtwar. According to government sources, Usama started the 
firing from within the house that had been cordoned off by the Securi- 
ty forces since morning. After an intense exchange of firing in intervals 
till 18:00 hrs in the evening, the bodies of both the militants were re- 
covered from the house. After the postmortem, the bodies were laid to 
test at the graveyard of Village Chaka. Hundreds of people participated 
in their funeral. During the encounter, sub-inspector Shiv Krishan 
Sharma known as Sonu, Pawan Kumar S.P.O., Constable Jan Muham- 
mad Mir, Constable Rajesh Kumar, Major Vipal Vishvali (Company 
Commander Shankhuja) and Lees Naik Mahesh Pal were injured. Shiv 
Krishan Sharma had to be airlifted to Jammu for treatment. The oper- 
ation was led by Brigadier Rashtriya Rifles A.K. Ganguli and D.1.G. 
Doda Kishtwar Range, Mr. Farooq Ahmad Khan. 
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Implementation of Roshni Act in the State 


By virtue of the revolutionary Roshni Act enacted originally in the 
year AD 2001 was re-visited last year by the coalition government 
running under the leadership of Azad Sahib. The act envisaged transfer 
of ownership rights of over 21.5 lakh kanals of state land to its occu- 
pants (subject to the payment of a cost, as determined by the govern- 
ment) that was expected to generate a revenue of about Rs. 25000 
crores for the state. The scheme was formally launched by Azad Sahib 
on 25% September 2007 at Jammu.?!! Farmers had been cultivating 
these lands for several years but did not have the proprietary rights 
over them. This is understood as the greatest gift of the 21* Century 
by the government. From this land, 11.5 lakh kanals are being distrib- 
uted in the Jammu division while the remaining part is being distrib- 
uted in the Kashmir division. According to the act, the area-wise dis- 
tribution of the divided land among the local cultivators of this old 

kingdom is as below: 


1: Bhadarwah 1377.06 kanals 
2: Gandoh 6538.19 kanals 
3: Thathri 4361.11 kanals 
4: Bonjuwahh 0288.04 kanals 
5: Marmat 1860.05 kanals 


It must be remembered that after the historic decision of the free 
transfer of lakhs of kanals of land along with the proprietary rights to 
the cultivators during the National government of Sheikh Muhammad 
Abdullah, this is the second time when cultivators are being granted the 
proprietary rights of the land. Azad Sahib is being hailed by one and all 
for undertaking this step. 


10Kg of Cannabis Recovered from a Bus 


On 10% October AD 2007, the local police recovered and seized 10 
kg of cannabis at Thathri from a bus coming from Kishtwar. It is the 


first incident in many years when such a huge quantity of cannabis has 
been seized. 
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The Survey of Railway Line Kathua-Basohli-Bhadarwah- 
Kishtwar 


After starting the work on the proposal of a Railway link to the val- 
ley, the Central Railway Ministry has decided on the recommendation 
given by Chowdary Lal Singh, Member Parliament Doda-Udhampur 
that the hilly areas of Jammu region should also be granted the facility 
of Railway. In this connection, the Central Railway Ministry has ap- 
proved a survey to be conducted for Kathua-Basohli-Bhadarwah-Kisht- 
war railway line, after which the construction work on the Line would 
expectedly be started. The Central government has approved an amount 
of Rs. 12 lakhs for conducting the survey. 

According to an initial estimate, the route would be 140 kilometers 
long along which around 40 small and big tunnels would be made. 
Starting from Kathua, it would pass through Basohli, Bani, Lawang, 
Khadwa, Sarthal, Chatargala, Gurdanda, Than Thaera and Nalthi to 
teach Bhadarwah and then proceed through Doda to finally reach 
Kishtwar. It would be later decided whether the Line would be first 
taken through Doda to reach Kishtwar or a tunnel would be laid out to 
pass the Line through Thathri and taken to Kishtwar. A new chapter of 


development would be started in the areas of Chenab valley by its con- 
struction, 221 


Two Gunmen of Lashkar-e-Toiba Killed at Thathri 
On 4" November AD 2 
were killed in a 
Police at village 
Forces, one of th 
Was active for th 
Showkat Ali Kha 
identity of the se 
ubair S/o Ghul 
ammunitio 
Both the milita 


007, two gunmen of Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) 
joint operation launched by the Security forces and 
Sunar Thawa of Tehsil Thathri. According to the 
em was the District Commander of this outfit who 
e last 7 years. His identity has been established as 
n Code Abu Aqub S/o Zareef Khan R/o Ghodu. The 
cond militant was revealed as Abdul Latif Code Abu 
am Hassan R/o Lohad Thawa (Chirala). Some arms 
0 have also been recovered from the encounter site. 
hts were involved in some other incidents also. 
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Chairman Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front’s Visit 
to District Doda 


The chairman of Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front Muhammad 
Yasin Malik was arrested at the headquarters Fareedabad of District 
Doda, a day earlier than the start of the second stage of ‘Safr-e-Azadi’ 
{lit.: A Journey to Freedom] scheduled on 5% November AD 2007. He 
had come from Srinagar on 4 November afternoon and was camping 
at Eidgah. The arrest strained up the conditions in the area. The deten- 
tion was explained as the breach of Section 144. After the arrest, Malik 
Sahib was taken to Batote and probably sent back to Kashmir later. 
Malik Sahib’s caravan of ‘Safr-e-Azadi’ was supposed to visit Doda in 
addition to the other areas of Marmat, Thathri, Gandoh, Bhadarwah, 
Ramban, and Banihal etc. The workers of the Front claimed that the 
step had been taken by the government and the Administration in sheer 

nervousness and confusion. 


‘Confession’ by Former Chief Commander of 
Muslim Janbaz Forces 


According to an editorial titled as ‘Babar Badr ka Aetiraaf Gunaah’ 
[t.: The Confession of Babar Badr] published in the Urdu Daily ‘Kash- 
mir Uzma’ dated 24" October AD 2007 and also as per a write-up 
published earlier by Babar Badr himself, he “has explained his position 
by publically admitting his political slips and errors, a few days earlier. 
Even if late but he has finally ‘faced the truth’ and tendered his ‘uncon- 
ditional apology’ in writing to the nation. Although he expresses large 
regrets over his failed dialogues with Delhi, ideally he still considers the 
Dialogue process as a peculiarity of any Political insight.” Firdous Syed 
alias Babar Badr was once the talk of the town because of his militant 
character. He was also the driving force of the above-mentioned orga: 
nization. His acquaintances developed with the Central Home Minis 
try during his detention and “behind the bars, Babar Badr Sahib also 
bid farewell to the path of violence and became a powerful well-wine 
of the dialogue process”. He formed a forum along with the release 
Commanders of other outfits and set forth to search ‘a permanent solu- 
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the Kashmir Issue’. After the unfruitful rounds of dialogue with 

ini and 11 years of enjoying political hospitality of Delhi and Kash- 
5 ow “the former Chief Commander was getting bitten by remorse 
es have made some mistakes pertaining to the Resistance Move- 
ment and openly considers himself guilty of the same - Only the com- 
ing times can attest how much of sincerity, wisdom, and humility lies 
in his confession- How sincere Babar Badr Sahib truly is in his remorse 
will get crystal clear by his upcoming life.”!23) 


tion tO 


Haaye Us Zod-e-Pareshan ka Pashaeman hona 
(Alas! Though belated but sheer remorse of that sharp 
repenting darling) 


Bus Accident on Doda-Bhadarwah Road 


Again in the month of November, a bus (No.JK56-0943) travelling 
from Pul Doda towards Bhala met with an accident at Shahpur turn 
near Paranoo on Doda-Bhadarwah Highway in which a person named 
as Shakti Pal of village Darfad Malothi, Killar was killed while 9 others 
were injured, who had to be admitted in the Doda hospital. They were 
later discharged from the hospital after the treatment. 


Detail of 18 Years of Violent Incidents 


According to a detail compiled by Mr. Yasir Syed, published in Dai- 
sf aishmir Times’ dated 8 November AD 2007, a total number of 
990 incidents of violence surfaced in the state in the last 18 years. 
Rs incidents had reached a number of 5946 during the year AD 
in the the greatest until then. However, the number of such incidents 
tical Sie year remained 926, the least in the past 18 years. Statis- 
was oe of incidents of hurling the grenades at the Forces 
1994 5 tded as 6045. This number reached 821 during the year AD 
ber of che after the year AD 2001, a decline was observed in the num- 
in the sk incidents. 242 Grenade attacks in the year AD 1990, 402 
1993, 579 ae 1991, 509 in the year AD 1992, 678 in the year AD 
in the year AD 1994, 444 in the year AD 1996, 168 in the 
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year AD 1997, 187 in the year AD 1998, 201 in the year AD 1999, 
243 in the year AD 2000, 373 in the year AD 2001, 283 in the year AD 
2002, 199 in the year AD 2003, 243 in the year AD 2004, 152 in the 
year AD 2005, 226 in the year AD 2006 and 98 in the year AD 2007 
were registered until date. 

It is clear ftom these statistics that a total of 5615 bomb blasts oc- 
curred during this time, among which the maximum i.e. 1280 occurred 
in the year AD 1990. During the current year AD 2007, 47 blasts have 
occurred so far, 

During the last 18 years, 21309 incidents of Cross-Firing have been 
confirmed. The incidents of cross-firing surfaced highest in the year 
1990 which shot up to 1891. 

The total number of violent attacks on the Security forces was re- 
corded as 1385 in the year AD 1991, 1934 in the year AD 1992, 2288 
in the year AD 1993, 2675 in the year AD 1994, 2570 in the year AD 
1995, 1473 in the year AD 1996, 1149 in the year AD 1997, 1181 in 
the year AD 1998, 1209 in the year AD 1999, 1498 in the year AD 
2000, 1109 in the year AD 2001 and 870 in the year AD 2002. 481 
incidents in the year AD 2004, 327 in the year AD 2005 and 189 from 
the year AD 2006 until now have been recorded. 4! 


Approval of 18 New Colleges in the State 


The coalition government running under the leadership of Mr 
Ghulam Nabi Azad in a specific Cabinet Meeting on 14" December 
AD 2007, approved opening up of 18 new Degree Colleges gradually 
in the state, for providing the facilities of higher education in differ- 
ent remote areas of the state, closer to the homes of the students liv- 
ing there. According to these orders, such nine colleges would be 
opened in the remote areas of Jammu division and nine in those of 
Kashmir Division respectively. 22 new colleges have been established 
for the last few years. And thus, along with the presently approved 
colleges, the total number of these colleges has reached 40. By opens 
ing such a huge number of colleges within only a few years, this be- 
came a record-breaking decision that fulfilled the 60-year-old pend- 
ing demands of the people. 
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Governor S.K. Sinha’s Visit to Bhadarwah 


Governor of the Jammu and Kashmir State, Lieutenant General 
(Retd.) S.K. Sinha visited the Bhadarwah valley on 15 December 
AD 2007, where he inaugurated a first of its kind seminar programme. 
on ‘Development of Hilly areas- An agenda for the Future’ in the 
Jammu University’s Extension Campus. He shed light on the impor- 
tance of hills and the dependence of the plains on water etc. from 
these places; and stressed on the need of road connectivity of the re- 
mote hilly areas. While explaining the Government policy regarding 
the matter, Governor Sahib said that every village of the remote areas 
would be connected by roads. Governor Sahib also inspected an un- 


der-construction building of the Campus while also passing some im- 
mediate orders on-spot. 


The Demise of Former President District Congress Doda 


In December AD 2008, Seva Dal Unit of Bhadarwah held a condo- 
lence meeting presided over by their Regional President Bashir Ahmad 
Wani in which sadness was expressed over the untimely demise of Pres- 
ident District Congress Captain H.R. Kotwal. The deceased was paid 
homage in the gathering for his accomplishments and social service. 


Documents Distributed as per the Roshni Act 


The anniversa 


ie ty day of Degree College Bhadarwah was celebrated 
on 6° 


December AD 2007, in which Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi 
Azad after appreciating the students of the college for their perfor- 
mance, handed over 450 land documents to the concerned owners of 
the land as per the Roshni Act. On the occasion, he said that 14000 
People of District Doda would benefit under the scheme. 


Grievous Accident on Doda City Link Road 


D mi 3 1* January AD 2008, a public bus met with an accident on 
‘Oda City Link road and fell into a deep gorge in which 7 people were 
cigesp POE while as 31 people were severely injured. Because of the 
condition of ten people among the injured, they had to be air- 
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lifted to Jammu Medical College whereas the other injured people were 
admitted in Doda hospital. The majority of the killed passengers be- 
longed to Doda, Bhadarwah, Thathri, and Bhalesa, They included 
Cheet Singh (Bhala Bhadarwah), Simna Devi (Charahala, Thathri), 
Anil Kumar (Killar, Bhadarwah), Drishna Devi of Jodhpur Doda, Ish- 
tiyaq Ahmad lone of Shivuh Doda, Urfat Tameer and Shah Din of 
Bharti Bhalesa, while the majority of the severely injured passengers 
were from Bhadarwah. After the news of the accident spread, the peo- 
ple of these areas expressed serious resentment against the ill-function- 
ing of the Traffic Department. 


Intense Snowfall in the Chenab Valley 


The people had yet not forgotten the consequences of the violent 
snowstorms of AD 2005 that normal life was crippled again owing to 
the continuous and intense snowfall chat started in all the hilly areas of 
the state on 5‘ February AD 2008 and continued until 9" February 
AD 2008. The internal and external road connections of almost all the 
places of District Doda were cut off. With the first sign of improvement 
in the weather on 9" February, Chief Minister of the state Ghulam 
Nabi Azad along with the higher officials started an aerial survey of the 
affected areas. He also came to Bhadarwah town and after assessing the 
situation on-spot passed directions to the District and Tehsil Level Ad- 
ministration for immediate snow clearance from the roads, restoring 
power and water supply and providing ration (to the people). He talked 
to the locals and assured them of every possible help in such unexpect- 
ed calamity. Later, he visited Sherikhi, Thanala and Bhejja villages to 
assess the situation there. It is worth mentioning that about 5 ft of snow 
in Bhadarwah town while 12-17 ft of snow had accumulated in the 
upper reaches. Later, the Chief Minister also visited Doda and Dessa 
areas along with M.L.A. Doda Jenab Abdul Majeed Wani and other 
officials. On the instructions of Azad Sahib, many ministers and As- 
sembly Members visited Kishtwar, Ramban etc. and assessed the situa- 
tion in these areas. The weather turned bad again on 10 February: 
However, the Chief Minister while continuing his on-spot assessment 
drive visited many areas of District Udhampur, District Doda and Dis- 
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trict Kishtwar and kept on passing instructions for mitigating the hard- 
chips faced by the people. 

The Chief Minister also announced providing of free ration to the 
masses of District Doda, District Ramban and District Kishtwar for 
three months and passed on-spot instructions for estimating losses in- 
curred in every sector so that people could be compensated accordingly, 
a promise that was later fulfilled also. Azad Sahib in addition to Mar- 
mat, Gandoh, Kilhotran, Changa areas also visited Dudu, Basantgarh 
areas of District Udhampur and reassured the people of being provided 
every possible aid. 

On 14* February, Ghulam Nabi Azad visited the far-flung and 
backward areas like Kahil, Jagasar, Charahala, Chinta, Chakrabati of 
his constituency and reassured the helpless people trapped in their 
homes of being provided every possible help and solace during the 
snow, that included an immediate restoration of road connectivity, 
power and water supplies, etc. 

The entire Administrative machinery collapsed in this heavy snow- 
fall and people were confined to their homes for many days. 14 people 
who were trapped in about 15 ft snow at Padri Dhar in a Gujjar shed 
were rescued by the people of Sherikhi and Thanala with the help. of 
Police. On 24 February 2008, President Congress Sonia Gandhi, Union 
Ittigation Minister Saif-ud-Din Soz and Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi 
Azad along with other District Administrative officers visited Bhadar- 
wah, who had come on a two-day visit to assess the situation arisen 
use of the heavy snowfall in different areas of the state. Sonia 
Gandhi and her team talked to the locals in Bhadarwah and took cog- 
nvance of the situation while assuring them of every possible help. 


Saif-ud-Din Soz ~ The New President of State Congress 


ee 13° February 2008, President All India Congress Committee 
is nla Gandhi appointed Jenab Saif-ud-din Soz who is the Union Min- 
ter of Water Resources in the Central Cabinet, as the new President of 
whee Committee of the Jammu and Kashmir State. Soz Sahib will 
Poatioas Ene Muhammad Syed who had resigned earlier from his 


f the Education Minister and President State Congress after 
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being allegedly accused of taking bribes. The accusation was however 
proven baseless and he is currently appointed as the Education Minister 
in the present government. The appointment of Soz Sahib was hailed 
by the Congress circles of Bhadarwah. 


The Demise of Dr Muhammad Salim Mir 


Hailing from District Doda, an orthopaedics surgeon by profession 
Dr Muhammad Salim Mir passed away on the evening of 2™ March 
AD 2008 after a prolonged illness. He suffered from Cancer for ewo 
years. Mir was punctual in the rituals of prayers and fasting and was not 
only a renowned Doctor but also gracious and a noble man. No sooner 
did they hear the news of his demise than thousands of people assem- 
bled at his residence, from where he was taken to his ancestral village 
Bhela. His funeral prayers were offered at around 11:00 hours on 3° 
March AD 2008 at his ancestral graveyard. The whole District was 
struck with grief by his demise and people reverently paid homage to 
him for his excellent services. 


Two Militants of Hizb-ul-Mujabideen Killed 


Two mercenaries belonging to Hizb-ul-Mujahideen outht fone of 
whom was a Divisional Commander) were killed in Village Payakal 
Tehsil Gandoh and in some other village of Kishtwar when police sep- 
arately raided their hideours after receiving authentic information 
about their presence. The name of one of them has been established as 
Ghulam Hassan Wani (Code name Shamim Thot) known as Shamim 
Shahid S/o Din Muhammad R/o village Beli Tehsi! Gandoh, who was 
a Divisional Commander of this outfit and had joined this militant 
outfit in AD 1994, After receiving the training, he was busy in yarious 
militant activities in the arcas of Kishtwar, Thathri, and Gandobs. The 
name of the second gunman has been established as Muhammad Iqbal 
known as Haq Nawaz S/o Mangta Malik R/o Mathodhi Doda who ws 
killed in an encounter with the Police at some village of Kishowat. Many 
types of arms and ammunition and some illegal documents weee 9€17° 
from both of them. 
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Horrific Bus Accident on Kishtwar National Highway 


On 9" May AD 2008, a bus travelling from Kishtwar to Jammu met 
vith an accident at the place called Warda and fell into Chenab River. 
scale to reports, 42 people were on board of which 36 people were 
killed. Five people who were severely injured were airlifted to Jammu for 
ueatment. A gitl among the passengers is missing. Until 10° May, 34 
dead bodies had been recovered from the Chenab River. An entire family 
that had come from Billawar to perform a pilgrimage at Kishtwar was 
killed in the accident upon its return. The majority of the other passengers 
belonged to Kishtwar. The following people belonging to Doda, Bhalesa, 
Bhadarwah, and Bonjuwah areas were among those who were not spared 
by death in this sad incident. Mundeep Kumar R/o Poneja (Bhadarwah) 
who was the bus conductor, Almina D/o Muhammad Ayoub R/o Bonju- 
wah, Zulfikar R/o Bonjuwah, Tanveer Hussain Mir R/o Marmat, Aijaz 
Ahmad R/Jo Khoreen Bonjuwah, Khushnuma Tabassum (Doda), Akhtar 
Hussain Kaen R/o Bonjuwah, Nayeema D/o Muhammad Akbar R/o 
Bonjuwah, Abdul Rashid Bakarwal R/o Khaleni (Doda) and Sajad Hus- 
sain R/o Bonjuwah. The severely injured people also included one Sajad 
Ahmad S/o Ghulam Rasool R/o Chilli. A wave of grief and sorrow ran 
through Bhadarwah, Doda, Bhalesa, and Kishtwar at the accident. 


AVehicle of the Security Force’s Drowned in River Chenab 


On 11" May AD 2008, a vehicle of 8 Rashtriya Rifles soon after 
coming from Gath towards Doda town fell into river Chenab. Three 
soldiers travelling in it were killed on-spot. Two critically injured sol- 
rie also succumbed later while three others were drowned away in the 
vie In the span of mere three-four days, this was the third road acci- 
se rs Doda. A total of 49 people were killed in these accidents and 
Bh; "a' two dozen people were injured. Again, in an accident on 

tat-Doda road a few days earlier, four people had been killed and 


Many others injured. 
8P 
eople Arrested on Charges of Assisting the Gunmen 


8 
the Stay were arrested on 15% May AD 2008 on charges of assisting 
“ants that included two $.2Os Musammi Barkat Ali and Fa- 
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roog Ahmad Bhat, the residents of Bhatyas besides one woman Shakee- 
la Begum widow of Muhammad Iqbal Malik R/o Taendla. In addition 
to them, Abdul Gafoor Deedni belonging to Illaqa Charahala from 
Tehsil Thathri, Muhammad Shafi of Doda, Muhammad Abbas Khan- 
day and Ghulam Rasool Sheikh belonging to Illaga Chilli Bhalesa and 
Abdul Aziz Sheikh of Deedni Doda have also been arrested. 


The Inauguration Ceremony of Degree College Kilhotran 
by Ghulam Nabi Azad 


Before inaugurating a Government Degree College at Kilhotran on 
10" June AD 2008, Jenab Ghulam Nabi Azad visited a lot of areas and 
addressed the gatherings of thousands of people assembled at these 
places. He first visited village Joura Bhala and then after addressing the 
people at Kandhot (Thathri), reached Kilhotran. He was also accompa- 
nied by Education Minister Gul Chaen Singh Chadak, Chowdary Lal 
Singh M.P,, Ghulam Muhammad Saroori Deputy Education Minister 
and former M.L.A. Muhammad Sharif Niaz who also addressed these 
gatherings after the speech of Chief Minister. 

In his speech, the Chief Minister also mentioned the construction of 
Kandi canal at Kandhot on which his government is spending an 
amount of Rs 50 Crores. This would be the biggest and the most ben- 
eficial canal in Doda, Kishtwar and Ramban districts which would ex- 
pectedly prove as a prelude to the agricultural revolution in the places 
falling between Thathri to Bhalesa. Besides the Chief Minister, his 
above-mentioned companions also congratulated the people of Bhalesa 
on the opening of a Degree College in the area and insisted upon them 
to take full advantage of the college. 

During the cultural programme organized on the occasion, the 
school and college students presented various cultural and entertaining 
performances while the function ended with jubilant slogans resoun® 
ing around. The responsibilities of the moderation of the prog. 
were eloquently discharged by Dr Iqbal Sahib, Principal Degree Co : 
lege Bhadarwah. Along with him, Dr Muhammad Iqbal Khateeb, Pr zs 
cipal Degree College Doda (Nodal Officer) and other District Office 
made relentless efforts for making this function a grand success. 
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The Release of Funds for the Construction and 


Widening of Roads 


On 12% June AD 2008, the Central Government on the request of 
Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad released an amount of Rs. 74 Crores 
for the construction, renovation, and widening of the Bhadar- 
wah-Chamba road. The road had been subjected to sheer negligence for 
20 years. By the construction of the 50 km road, it would become the 
first inter-state connecting road between Bhadarwah and Himachal 
Pradesh which will boost the tourism sector. 

Estimated to cost around Rs. 165 Crores, the project of the 80 km 
construction and widening of Basohli-Bani-Bhadarwah road has also 
been approved by the Central Government. The road would be wid- 
ened from 4.3 m to 10.4 m. Six additional big and small double-lane 
bridges would be constructed on it. The people of Bhadarwah have 
lauded the efforts of Azad Sahib to get these funds released. It was a 
long pending demand of the people of these areas for which Azad Sahib 
undertook some solid steps and fulfilled the same. 


Reconstitution of State Congress Committee 


On 23" June AD 2008, the President State Congress Committee 
Saif-ud-Din Soz reconstituted the Jammu and Kashmir State Congress 
Committee in Delhi for which approval from Party President Sonia 
Gandhi had earlier been taken. 

As per the released notification, Shri Naresh Gupta Advocate Bha- 

ah was again appointed as the President of the Congress Commit- 

tee of District Doda. Soz would continue to be the President of the 

organization. The appointment of Gupta Sahib was also appreciated at 

¢ public level. Besides being a renowned lawyer he is a noble, popular 
and sympathetic person, 


N.N. Vohra - The New Governor of the State 


On 254 June 2008, after his appointment, Mr. Narendra Nath Vohra 
an oath as the constitutional head of the Jammu and Kashmir State. 
Vohra Sahib would be the 9 Governor of the state and unlike tradition- 
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ally the first ‘non-army’ head of the state. By the appointment of the new 
Governor, the former Governor 8, K. Sinha who “was by far the most 
controversial Governor disgracetully left the state quietly.” A deep void 
had been created in the state's harmony owing to some of his steps and a 
series of unending protests started at some of the places in the valley and 
Jammu region soon after his departure. In the capacity of the Chairman 
of the Shrine Board, he allotted 800 kanals of forest area to the Board 
which the people of Kashmir regarded as the breach of Article 370, ‘The 
Cabinet meeting in which the coalition government of Ghulam Nabi 
Azad Sahib had decided to transfer the mentioned land to the Shrine 
Board also inchided the ministers of People’s Democratic Party who are 
how opposing the same transfer, The situation became very tense which 
is now being rendered in a communal colour. The new Governor soon 
after assuming the position announced that he would try his best to end 
the dispute even if he has to withdraw the decision of the land transfer. 


The Call for Jammu Bandh 


Some local organizations called for a Jammu Bandh (Strike) on 25" 
June AD 2008 against the Amarnath land row. Jammu including many 
other areas observed a complete strike. A strike was also observed at 
Kashmir amidst protests in which about 82 people were injured. Two 
S.H.O.s and 24 policemen were also among the injured. During all of 
it, one youth named as Feroz Ahmad of Hawal Srinagar was targeted by 
the bullets of Central Reserve Police Force (C.R.PE) who also passed 
away later, following which the conditions of the Valley turned grave 
the next day. As a result of the firing by Central Reserve Police Force 
(C.R.PE) on 25" June, one youth Samir Ahmad was killed while 200 
others were injured. On 27" June, on a call given by Anjuman-e-lsla- 
mia, Bhadarwah also observed a strike partially. Protests continued in 
the valley and in just a single day of violence 34 Policemen were injured 
while 47 vehicles were damaged. 


The Decision of Withdrawing Support by P.D.P 


Only a few days earlier, Mehbooba Mufti President of People’s ane 
ocratic Party (P.D.P), a pivotal support of the coalition governmen 
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grarted pressurizing Azad Sahib to withdraw the decision of land trans- 
fer immediately. Although the party had initially granted the time until 
30" June to the Azad government for revoking the decision, it with- 
drew support to the government on 28" June itself, breaking their ear- 
lier commitment. PDP ministers tendered their resignations to Azad 
Sahib who forwarded the same to the Governor for acceptance. Such 
withdrawal of support rendered the Azad Sahib’s cabinet as a govern- 
ment in minority. 

In view of the worsening situation of Jammu and Kashmir and the 
pressing demand of the time, Mr. Vohra informed the state government 
through a letter on 29% June AD 2008 that Shrine Board was not in 
much need of the area allotted to it through Department of Forests and 
that the government should itself provide for the safety and residential 
facilities of the Amarnath pilgrims, as has been done since the year AD 
2000. However, the letter failed to make any substantial impact on the 
Movement in Kashmir where the series of protests and strikes contin- 
ued unabated. Another person got killed during the protests while 90 
others including 20 policemen got injured. Azad Sahib issued a state- 
ment clarifying that neither had there been any sort of execution on the 
land Transfer order given by the government until date nor had the 
Shrine Board paid any sort of compensation in the matter. 

On 29% June, a call for Jammu Bandh was given by the Bhagwah 
organization against the letter of the Governor according to which he 
had withdrawn the land from the Shrine board. The strike was later 
extended uncil 30" June. Severe protests were held by organizations like 
Bharatiya Janta Party, Shiv Sena, Bajran Dal, Vishwa Hindu Parishad, 

etc. in Jammu in which a Pakistani flag was also burnt, in response to 
the hoisting of an Islamic flag in Srinagar on 27% June in presence of 

S of protesters at Lal Chowk. During these happenings, some peo- 

ple hurled stones at a local mosque in Malik Market Jammu which was 
‘ntensely denounced by the Muslim community. A call for ‘Srinagar 
Chalo’ (lit.: Proceed to Srinagar] was given in Srinagar on 1* July ask- 
'ng the people to assemble at Jamia Masjid until the afternoon prayers. 


© intensifying gravity of the situation became a huge problem for the 
S0vernment, 
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‘This state of affairs had also had an impact on District Doda, Kishe- 
war and Banihal besides different areas of Poonch and Rajouri districts. 
Protests were held in many places. Because of the 
by different organizations of Jammu and the Valley, 
nal tension that had been completely wiped out after the dignified suc- 
cess of Azad Sahib, started to resurface in Bhadarwah. However, Ama- 
tnath Yatra continued peacefully despite these turbulent times, 


policies undertaken 
the evil of commu- 


Emergency Cabinet Meeting and Jammu Bandh 


An emergency meeting of the State Cabinet presided over by Mr. 
Ghulam Nabi Azad was called on 29" June AD 2008 in which consid- 
ering the aforementioned letter of the Governor, the decision of revok- 
ing the Order was taken according to which 800 Kanals of forest land 
had been temporarily transferred to Shri Amarnath Shrine Board and 
had yet not been executed on ground. With the official announcement 
of this decision, the situation in the valley turned around and the series 
of protests and strikes ended, 

On the other hand, opposing the fresh Order a call for Jammu Bandh 
was given on 30" June during which many violent incidents were re- 
ported. The strike hugely affected many places and districts in the Jam- 
mu region, After the situations turned bad, the Administration enforced 
the curfew at Jammu, Samba, Kathua and Bhadarwah which continued 
for about a week. However, some Protests continued being held during 
the Curfew. Kashmiri Pandits residing in Jammu also participated ac- 
tively in these protests. In Bhadarwah, some unknown person hurled a 
grenade at a protest demonstration that injured many people in the 
blast. One of the persons was critically injured in the attack and was 
immediately shifted to Jammu Medical College where he later suc 
cumbed. Communal tension at Bhadarwah got intensified and stones 
were pelted across the two communities that injured many people from 
both sides. The intellectual and secular class of Bhadarwah kept wring: 
ing their hands helplessly at such short-sightedness of some elements. 


State Assembly Session Called 


: ete one tikaas 3 nd for 
In view of the deteriorating political situations of the state @ 
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winning a ‘Vote of Trust’ by Jenab Ghulam Nabi Azad, the Governor 
of the Jammu and Kashmir N.N. Vohra called a State Legislative As- 
sembly Session on 7" July AD 2008. This session was held at Srinagar 
in which Azad Sahib highlighted the revolutionary steps undertaken by 
his government in matters pertaining to economic development, plan- 
ning new developmental proposals, generous funding by the Central 
Government, the construction of roads and bridges, agricultural sector, 
horticulture, education, irrigation, health, power, and other main ac- 
complishments during his tenure; and tried to highlight the fact that in 
comparison to the past 60 years, his two-and-a-half year tenure has 
comparatively seen an all-embracing nature of development in the 
state. He supported and explained his assertions with solid statistics 
and proofs. This was an important speech on assessing economic devel- 
opment and other historically significant developmental works related 
to prosperity in the state. He later surprised everyone in the gathering 
by saying that because of his genuine respect for the democratic princi- 
ples, he has never resorted to the policy of Aya Ram, Gaya Ram’ {Chang- 
ing Loyalties off and onJonly to increase the number of his own sup- 
Porters at the cost of the dignity of his Assembly members. At the end 
of his speech, he announced that he would tender his resignation along 
with his Cabinet members to the Governor Sahib the same day. Follow- 
ing it, he along with Soz Sahib straightaway met Governor Sahib to 
tender the said resignations. Governor Sahib instructed him to keep 
working in the position of the Chief Minister until new arrangements 
would be made, which he however denied. 

In the meantime, after the situations were restored to normalcy, cur- 
few which had been imposed for a week was lifted on 8° July AD 2008 
ftom Bhadarwah, Jammu, Kathua and Samba areas in the Jammu divi- 
Sion, after a relaxation given in the curfew a day before. People in Jam- 
mu, Samba and Bhadarwah were very disturbed by the communal ten- 
Sion at these places. 

The resignation of Ghulam Nabi Azad Sahib cast a pall of gloom 
Within the intellectual circles of District Doda, Kishtwar and Ramban. 
_ On the other hand, Baba Amarnath Sangarsh Committee passed the 
'nstructions for suspending the programme of strikes and protests fora 
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week which helped restore the Transport and other basic services to 
some extent, It is also worth mentioning that on the withdrawal of the 
land allotted to Baba Amarnath Shrine Board, Bharatiya Janta Party 
appealed for a nationwide shutdown because of which a strike was ob. 
served at many places of the country on 3" July AD 2008 amidst vio- 
lent protests, 


The Demise of Alhaj Molvi Ghulam Ahmad 


On the intervening night of 9* and 10 June, a popular and noble 
religious scholar and poet Alhaj Molvi Ghulam Ahmad popularly 
known as ‘Amma Lala’ of District Doda passed away. He was 93 years 
of age. People of Doda, Bhadarwah and Kishtwar expressed a deep 
shock at his demise. Thousands of people participated in the funeral of 
the deceased. 


Governor's Rule Imposed and Assembly Dissolved 


According to a representative of the Raj Bhawan, Governor of the 
State N.N. Vohra after a discussion with the President of India imposed 
the Governor's Rule in the Jammu and Kashmir State on 10° June AD 
2008 and dissolved the Assembly under a proclamation. Thus in such 
circumstances, the golden period of Azad Sahib’s governance ended un- 
expectedly on a dramatic note. P.D.P. played an important role in top- 
pling down his government which according to the political analysts, 
was done by its Party members to gain political advantage in the Up- 
coming elections. 


Strains and Tensions Resurface at Bhadarwah 


On 10" July AD 2008, some people stopped a truck at a place Gadh 
Sungli and pulled oat one Mushtaq Ahmad S/o Sadr-ud-din Ria a 
Bhala travelling in the truck and injured him severely. Along with 4 
the truck driver Parvez Ahmad S/o Qamar-ud-Din R/o Village ‘ a 
was also beaten up. Three animals in the track were allegedly © ei 
taken sectetively towards Bhala. It was further accused that the ani ¥ 
had been stolen which however could not be verified later. Inju 


ical an 
Mushtaq Ahmad was immediately admitted in the town hospita 
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< Jater shifted to Jammu for treatment. It was said that the truck 
ae because of being a local was spared a serious assault. An F.1.R was 
lodged against the accused people, the majority of whom hailed from 
village Mounda Sartingal. The wounded, Mushtaq Ahmad, stated that 
the animals belonged to him and that he was taking them home. To 
prevent the situations from turning grave, the police sought the assis- 
tance of Anjuman-e-Islamia Bhadarwah owing to which no untoward 


incident happened at the place. 


Appeal for Jammu Bandh Again 


Shri Amarnath Sangarsh Samiti [Sangarsh; /ét.: Struggle] again ap- 
pealed for observing a Bandh (strike) in Jammu division from 24" July. 
The strike was first extended till 31" July which was later extended 
again for the next 48 hours. During this Bandh, many people were in- 
jured during clashes with the police while dozens of vehicles were also 
damaged. 

During the hunger strike at Parade Ground in Jammu, one youth 
named as Kuldeep Verma allegedly committed suicide on 23” July, that 
escalated the tensions in the city and other towns. Later, before cremating 
his body in the dark of the night, the alleged desecration of his body also 
flared up the emotions of the people. Seeing the situations turning bad, 
the government imposed curfew in Jammu. However, defying the curfew 
the protests and processions continued being held at Jammu and other 
towns. Even though conditions at Bhadarwah remained normal during 
this time, however, the people faced a tough time because of the snapped 
aoe services. Curfew was lifted from Jammu District on 28% July. 
in Jammu, Banshah, Samba, Akhnoor, Reasi, Udhampur, 
tl ce Basohli, Bani, Billawar, Chenani, Ramnagar ete. 
seg i € y ee by the Bandb. During the same time, some miscre- 
tiliesics the Gujjar settlements in Jammu and its vicinity, allegedly 

sae 4 their milk on the toads while common Muslims were also 
Merclesly tt beg of Muslim drivers were smashed while they were 

ta Ag aulte : The president of the Muslim wing of BJ.P and 
®Phealing i organizations expressed serious anxiety over the issue while 
© people to stop indulging in such activities. 
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Ghulam Nabi Azad’s Visit to District Ramban, Doda, 
and Kishtwar 


After vacating the chair of the Chief Minister, Ghulam Nabi Azad 
visited different Tehsils of former District Doda from 25" July AD 
2008 to 29* July AD 2008 during which he also addressed many large 
gatherings of people. He was also accompanied by some of his Cabinet 
members who had resigned with him, including Peerzada Muhammad 
Syed, Jougul Kishor, Ghulam Muhammad Saroori, Aijaz Ahmad Khan 
and some other Congress leaders. On the visit, Ghulam Nabi Azad 
spoke of the revolutionary steps like execution of developmental works, 
approval of new schools, colleges, Districts, Tehsils, etc. that were un- 
dertaken during his two-and-a-half year tenure, and also apprised the 
people about how according to a conspiracy hatched by Mufti Muham- 
mad Syed, his works related to Public Interest and advantage have been 
tried to get sabotaged. While also explaining his future strategies, he 
said that he would fulfill the incomplete agenda of the Congress for 

winning a 2/3" majority for the party. 


Former Militant Killed at Marmat 


On 24" July AD 2008, a resident of Badi village of Illaqa Marmat 
(Bhadarwah) and former militant Ghulam Hussain Wani and his three 
family members were targeted and mercilessly killed by the bullets of 
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen gunmen led by Noor Muhammad. The wife. of 
the deceased Azeema Begum and daughter Ashwuh Bano were killed 
on-spot whereas his nephew Tauseef succumbed at the hospital. A per 
son named as Hassan Muhammad Yasir was severely injured, who was 
admitted in some hospital for treatment. 


Jammu Bandh Extended For Six Days 


On 8" August AD 2008, Shri Amarnath Sangarsh Samiti extended 
Jammu Bandh for six more days and simultaneously decided to have a 
dialogue with a 30-member Committee to be sent by the antl 
During a meeting, Farooq Abdullah, Saif-ud-Din Soz, and ee 
Mufti denied attending the aforementioned round of dialogue as © 
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ammu Samiti was against the inclusion of Kashmiri leaders in it, 
Therefore, the discussion held by the Central delegation remained in- 
complete. This delegation however held talks with some of the leaders 
in Kashmir before returning to Delhi. After some days of discussions, 
the issue was left to the Advisory Committee of the State’s Governor. 
The Bandh continued at the headquarters of some districts of Jammu 
division. A strike was also observed for some days by a community 
group in Bhadarwah. 


‘Muzaffarabad Chalo’ Programme in the Valley and 
the Killing of Sheikh Abdul Aziz 


On 9* August AD 2008, Hurriyat Leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani 
released a calendar plan on behalf of both the factions of the Hurriyat 
Conference, for starting the ‘Muzaffarabad Chalo’ [lit.: Proceed to Mu- 
zaffarabad] programme from 11" August. The normal life was com- 
pletely paralyzed because of the continuing five-day long strike. Many 
people were also injured during the protests. 

Against the ‘Economic Blockade’ allegedly imposed for many weeks 
by some elements in Jammu, many loaded trucks were readied on 10" 
August itself in North and South Kashmir for crossing the Line of Con- 
trol (LoC), as per the ‘Muzaffarabad Chalo’ programme on 11 August 
given by both factions of the Hurriyat. Lakhs of people from different 
areas of the valley were all set to proceed towards Muzaffarabad (Occu- 
pied Kashmir, Pakistan). The truck drivers of the valley also announced 
their support to the programme in response to the murderous attacks 
on truck drivers commuting on the highway and in some areas of Jam- 
mu, and also against severe damage that was inflicted on their goods 
and vehicles on these routes. 

On 11% August, processions comprising lakhs of people from differ- 
ent directions of the valley and fruit-laden trucks were ready to proceed 
towards Muzaffarabad (Occupied Kashmir). However, the government 
ae its best to foil the programme, sealing off even the Baramulla 

ighway while enforcing Curfew in all the ten districts of the valley. 
habe the restrictions, lakhs of people defied the curfew at every place 

¢ valley and held protests. 7 people were killed in the valley during 


in 
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the firing by the Security forces and the Police while many others were 
injured. The same day, a senior leader of Hurriyat Conference Sheikh 
Abdul Aziz also became the target of the bullets of the Security Forces 
which further threw the situation out-of-control. 


Bullets Rained on the Protesting Processions 
18 Protesters Killed 
On 12% August, the Executive member of the Hurriyat Conference 
and Chairman People’s League Late Sheikh Abdul Aziz, who was killed 
on 11% August by the police firing at Uri while leading lakhs of people, 
was laid to rest at the Martyr’s Graveyard Eidgah Srinagar. His funeral 
prayer was offered by lakhs of people with tearful eyes, despite the strin- 
gent curfew in place. A wailing sea of people could be seen present at 
Eidgah. People at District Doda, Kishtwar, Ramban, Rajouri and 
Poonch besides Goo! (Udhampur) closed down their shops as soon as 
they heard the news of the killing of the deceased and all the business 
activities came to a standstill. Police and the Security forces again rained 
bullets on the protesters this day also which, according to newspaper 
reports, killed 18 people and injured hundreds. The next day protesting 
processions were taken out in the valley and District Doda, Ramban and 
Kishtwar against these killings. A boy named as Abdul Gafoor became 
the target of a bullet at Kishtwar and many shops and houses were 
torched in the subsequent communal riots. The majority community 
observed a strike at all of these places. The biggest protest at Bhadarwah 
was held at Mohalla Masjid and Mohalla Addah. Funeral prayet for the 
deceased Abdul Aziz was offered in-absentia at these places. While ig 5 
pealing the people to observe three-day mourning in Kashmir, Hurriyat 
Conference insisted thar no damage should be incurred to any non-Mius- 
lim, government or non-government property during this per iod. ie 
total number of the people killed during the firing on protesters ODT 
and 12" August rose to 27. In Jammu, Amarnath Yatra Sangarsh Sams 
also kept giving the calls for extending the Bandh with ineerven™6 
breaks. A lot of people were injured in the valley by the firing 0° ¥ 
protesters almost every day. On the call given by Hurriyat Conferen® 
a complete shutdown was observed in the valley on 15" August 
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Formation of Jammu Muslim Coordination Committee 


To face the persisting conditions in Jammu, restoring communal 
harmony and for striving to provide avenues of development to the 
Jammu Muslims, Jammu Muslim Coordination Committee was 
formed on 15 August 2008 with Dr Zahoor-ud-Din appointed as its 
Convener. During a meeting of the Committee, a governing constitu- 
tion of the Committee was also approved that had been formed by a 
Selection Committee. Dr Zahoor-ud-Din while shedding light on the 
priorities of the Committee said that the committee would strive for 
the issues like strengthening the communal harmony of the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir state and outside, enlightening the Jammu Mus- 
lims about their rights and duties, encouraging them to take the advan- 
tage of their constitutional rights boldly and fearlessly, strengthening 


and restoring the old and mutual relations of the Muslim community 
with other communities, etc. 


‘Pampore Chalo’ and ‘Jail Baro’ Campaig 


Supporting the ‘Pampore Chalo’ campaign announced by the Hur- 
tiyat Conference in the valley, lakhs of people despite the enforced cur- 
few, participated in the Rasm-e-Chaharum [ritual fourth-day condo- 
lence meeting of Muslims] of Late Sheikh Abdul Aziz at Pampore. The 
Conference had urged the people to hold peaceful protests and not 
damage any government or private property. Lakhs of people assem- 
bled at T.R.C Srinagar on 18% August who proceeded towards the 
U.N.O Office to present their memorandums, protesting against the 
recent killings and the enforced Economic Blockade by Jammu. 

On the other hand, as per the ‘Jail Baro’ campaign by Sangarsh 
Samiti lakhs of Protesters offered themselves for their arrests at Jammu 
the same day. The next day, thousands of women also offered them- 
sclves for their arrests. Whereas the 50 days long Bandh continued at 
A Protests against the killings continued at Srinagar for the eighth 
dee day. During this time, 20 Kashmiri vehicles were attacked 
shite al aged by stones on the National Highway in which 15 drivers 

SO injured. On the directions of the Samiti, lakhs of people pre- 
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sented their arrests until 20 August while an appeal was made to con- 
tinue the Bandh until 25 August. Trucks commuting to Kashmir and 
back continued being attacked by the rioters and protesters. A driver 
named as Suhail Ahmad was severely injured in an attack by the rioters 
and was later admitted in Jammu’s Batra Hospital. Meanwhile, San- 
garsh Samiti announced a ‘Civil Disobedience’. As a result of the in- 
tense clashes between the workers of Congress and Samiti, 75 people 
including 25 policemen and 4 C.R.P.B personnel were injured. Many 
offices, bank buildings, and vehicles were torched at Jammu whereas 
the homes of some Congress and National Conference workers were 
also ransacked. As per the ‘Jail Baro’ campaign, arrests were offered after 
a protest demonstration was held at Bhadarwah. The procession was led 
by a famous BJP leader of the place Kotwal Daya Krishan. All these 


people were released in the evening. 


The Killing of a Student at Sopore 


On the other hand, a student reading in 8" Class got killed at Sopore 
by a bullet while participating in the ‘Sonawar Chalo’ programme, 
against which a strike was observed in the valley amidst intense pro- 
tests. However, the situation in Bhadarwah remained normal at the 
incident. Due to the strike by transporters and Economic Blockade, 
fruit growers and dealers had to bear an overall loss of Rs. 100 crores 
during this time. 


The Wave of Violence Intensifies at Jammu 


As a result of the excesses committed against the Gujjar communi- 
ties of Samba, Akhnoor, etc. by some elements in Jammu, a wave of 
fear and dread ran through the Muslim community as a result of which 
many Muslims from Jammu shifted to Poonch, Rajouri, and Doda 
besides Srinagar. 105 Gujjar families comprising of about 750 people 
from the abovementioned areas migrated towards Bhatindi where they 
were given refuge by the local people. Whereas on the one hand, Kash- 
miris were peacefully protesting against the discrimination at the 
hands of the government and the Security forces in response to which 
bullets were rained upon them, on the other hand, Security forces and 
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she local police in Jammu had become mute spectators at the violent 

jvities of the Jammu rioters to the extent that (according to Daily 
arene Uzma’ dated 23 August 2008) “the rioters of Shiv Sena and 
BJ. razed a mosque located in 39 Kanals of Auqaf (board) land in 
Ward No. 13 of Hiranagar City and raised a Shiv Lingam thereafter 


bulldozing it.” 


Formation of Muslim Intellectual forum Jammu 


The rumours of attacks by the protesters on the small settlements of 
Muslim minorities particularly Gujjars and Bakarwals in the areas So- 
hanjanan, Akhnoor, Samba, Hiranagar and Kathua, of Jammu divi- 
sion; incidents of torching their clay shacks and the news of forcing 
Gujars to join the protesting marches, hostile speeches of some big 
B,.P leaders against the Muslims and the deplorable acts of threatening 
the Muslims living in the surrounding villages of Jammu city; created a 
wave of fear and dread as much as of rage and anger among the Mus- 
= of Jammu, In such times, some secular-minded Muslim intellectu- 

Sof Jammu formed Muslim Intellectual Forum whose presidentship 
a mente to a renowned Urdu litterateur Amin Banjara. Amin 
Writers Seton: an SUSY meeting of some Muslim intellectuals, 
inhuman es at Gujjar Nagar Jammu in which it was decided a 
help ie would not be given any such chance that woul 
of damage Gt the Hindu-Muslim amity in Jammu or bring any sort 
litical fate ; ‘a helpless Jammu minorities. While displaying sf 
Unity with ‘4 » he in his statement released to the Press een : 
8vernment ke Amarnath Yatra Sangarsh Samiti and nape e is d 
Amamath Y, ie apie the religious sentiments of the people an let 

Cor, atta Shrine Board use the land forthwith. After visiting 
tho apne amba, and Hiranagar with some journalists, Amin eu 
While dis ‘dt the Jammu Muslims not to rely on the rumours 
“use i 38 patience and tolerance should openly support the 
able intes clr Jammu brothers’. He openly stated that any penne 
. Sabiliy ons in the religious matters of any pene ae 
as Kash mi the state and the country. He repeatedly said that in ae 

a leadership and Kashmiris should fervidly display te 
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supreme moral values of Kashmiriyat' because it was them who could 
fill in the increasing void between Jammu and Kashmir and end the 
continuous strikes in the two regions because of being a majority, un- 
like their Jammu counterparts. 

Amin Banjara conducted a couple of meetings with Chairman Shri 
Amarnath Sangarsh Samiti Advocate Leela Kiran Sharma, Advocate 
D.S. Chouhan, Advocate B.S. Salathia and some other members at 
the residence of Mr. Ashwani Kumar Jammu Bureau Chief ‘Aaj Tak’ 
{Indian News Channel], and assured them that the Muslims of the 
Jammu region stand with the Sangarsh Samiti, however, added that 
the members of Sangarsh Samiti and Hindu leaders should also en- 
sure that Muslim pockets scattered in the suburbs of Jammu are not 
made to feel insecure by the threats and provocative slogans. He also 
urged them that the lives, properties, and dignity of minority com- 
munities are also safeguarded in return to their support for the move- 
ment. Advocate Leela Kiran Sharma clarified in return that the lead- 
ers who had made provocative statements had no connection with the 
Sangarsh Samiti and that the first objective of Sangarsh Samiti was to 
retain the Hindu-Muslim unity as it wasn’t the clash between two 
religions but the political ideologies of two regions, and also that 
Hindus and Muslims were together in this strife of getting back the 
due rights of Jammu. Mr. Ashwani Kumar had been injured in the 
police firing during the same days. He was reporting the closure of 
the local channel’s (‘JK-Media’) office by the police at Digyana when 
both of his legs were struck by tear gas shells, thereby injuring him. 
According to the Media fraternity, the police had deliberately target- 
ed Ashwani Kumar as he had been consistently highlighting the hos- 
tility of the police, and the alleged silence of the Jammu administra- 
tion on the excesses committed against the Muslim community, on a 
national level through his channel. 

In the meantime, President Muslim Federation Mr. Abdul Majeed, 
renowned lawyer Sheikh Shakeel Ahmad and Editor Daily ‘Taskeen’ 
Mr. Suhail Qazmi also expressed their unity with Shri Amarnath San- 
garsh Samiti and ensured full support to them on behalf of Jammu 
Muslims, albeit with some reservations. 
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A Special Meeting of Anjuman-e-Islamig Bhadarwah 
The Muslims of Bhadarwah were kee 
and consequent fear thar developed in 
assed some resolutions after calling an emergency Meeting of Anju- 
nan-e-Islamia in which the severity of the situations and the attacks by 
the rioters in Jammu and other Muslim minority places were con- 
demned, retaining the Hindu-Muslim harmony was Stressed upon and 
ademand was made to form a new reo} i 
wat, Ramban, Poonch, and Rajouri distri 
nated Gol Gulabh Gadh area of distri 
Muslim majority in these areas an 
gious, cultural and political simil 
gtoup also demanded merger of 
the form of one large region. 


Ping a close track of the riots 
the Muslims of Jammu. Th 


d their geographical, linguistic, reli- 
arities with the Kashmir valley, the 
these areas with the Kashmir valley in 


Clashes at Poonch 


In the meantime, the rounds of dialogue between the three- 


member 
committee constitut 


ed by the government and the Sangarsh Samiti 
kept happening. On the other hand, trucks commuting to Kashmir 
and back continued being attacked by the rioters between Lakhanpur 

dhamput, In the communal clashes at Poonch, 45 shops were 
rched while 20 people were also injured. Protests also continued in 
the Valley in which Oppressive power was used to crush the protesters. 
ome Gujjar families of Akhnoor shifted from their homes and settled 
+ Rajp we along the banks of River Chenab. The Coordinating com- 


mittee at District Doda also announced its support for ‘Lal Chowk 
Chal’ cal, 


kittew Imposed in the Kashmir Valley and the 
ling of 8 p 


ersons : 
ayaiew "as imposed actoss the entire valley to foil the aaenibes 
tee opp, On 24% Ugust that was given by the Coordination 


d 
Sec, Ur Tyat Conference. The said committee after ane 
88 Of its earlier Programmes like ‘Muzaffarabad Chalo’ followe 
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‘Pampore Chalo’ and ‘Sonawar Chalo’ had now called for ‘Lal Chowk 
Chalo’. To make the call ineffective, oppressive use of force was em- 
ployed while a curfew was also imposed in many areas of Kashmir, 
However, while defying the curfew, eight persons were killed while nu- 
merous others were injured in the clashes with the Security forces. Even 
people related to media and health care services were manhandled. All 
the ten districts of the valley were virtually handed over to the Security 
forces. The Muslim majority areas of districts Doda, Kishtwar, Ramban 
observed a strike against this move. On the other side, a complete ‘Cha- 
ka Jam’ [shutdown] was observed in Jammu. division on the strike call 
given by the Samiti. Around 100 people were injured on this day the 
25" of August during clashes with the police, etc. 


The Demise of Thakur Baldev Singh 


The same day former President B.J.P Thakur Baldev Singh passed 
away at 91 years of age. His demise was deeply condoled in Jammu. 
The next day the valley completely remained under a striet curfew and 
12 more people were injured in the firing on the protesters. Asiya An- 
drabi President Dukhtaraan-e-Milat was arrested in the valley. In vio- 
lent incidents at Jammu, many shops and government properties were 
torched. On 27" August, the wrath of curfew was unleashed on the 
protesters in various parts of the valley when bullets were rained upon 
the protesters killing three people while injuring many others. In Chi- 
nor area of Jammu, unknown gunmen stormed into a house and target- 
ed four people by their bullets. A total of seven people were killed in 
this attack. Protesting marches were taken out at some places in re- 
sponse. ; 


Compromise between Sangarsh Samiti and 
Bilowria Committee 


During the intervening night of 31° August and 1* September, 2 
compromise was achieved between Sangarsh Samiti and the Govern- 
ment Committee regarding the disputed land at Baltal Kashmir, a 
cording to which it was decided that the Shrine Board could utilize 
the land during the Yatra but the overall rights would be reserved in 
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r of the government. ‘The said Board could construct temporary 
oe r the residential facilities and sheds etc. for trade Purposes in 
huts ne of land. It was also decided that the 8overnment would 
— the losses of dealers, transporters, and vendors during the Band 
nike) and would accordingly compensate them. ‘The beteaved fam. 
lies of the people killed would also 


Pen celebration was 
. However, no func- 
imposed curfew. And thus, a two- 
month long strike finally ended in 


killed the same day. Protests against the killing rocked the area for 
Many consecutive days, 

n 19th September AD 2008, protesting marches were taken out 
after Friday Prayers as per the Programme in the valley amidst complete 
"tutdown, During the Police and C.R.PF action, 60 people oo, 

KLE President Yasin Malik announced a new date of ‘Lal 
ale’ call as 2" October. Protests were held on this day ae 
the Friday Prayers in the valley besides Kishtwar, Doda, and = . 
wahateas of the Chenab Valley. In Bhadarwah, Khaerat Hussain rd of 
a uhammad Shafi Rafiqi addressed people ae vanes 
i ag, and protested at Village Chaka against the exc 
edb ecurity forces in Kashmir. 


Nsed again at Jammu 
© situati 


- th ber after 
ns in Jammu got tensed again on 20 elie a 
"ment eclined permission to seugeoh penis those killed 
=e hinav Theatre for paying homage to ing violent 
e Preceding two months at Jammu. In the ensuing 


Situation Te 
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incidents, 25 people including 9 policemen were injured in Jammu, In 
response to it, the Samiti called for a 48-hour long strike, On the same 
day, 22 policemen and 32 civilians were injured in the clashes between 
the protesters and C.R.PF in the valley. 


Jammu Bandh Flopped 


No serious response was seen to the 21 and 22” October’ Bandh 
call given by the Sangarsh Samiti, ‘The Dealers and Transporters kept 
their shops and stores open during the Bandb, although a few people 
took out marches at some of the places in Jammu, Hiranagar, and 
Kathua etc. while some others also attempted to block the National 
highway at some places. During the same time, a person Jaswant Singh 
of Gangwal sprinkled oil over his body and set himself on fire as a mark 
of protest against the land revocation. He later succumbed at Chandi- 
gath hospital. On the other hand, violent protests during this time 
continued in the valley as before. 


Grievous Bus Accident on Bhadarwah-Doda Road 


On 29% September, seven people were killed and 27 passengers in- 
jured in a bus accident at village Paranoo on Jammu-Bhadarwah road. 
The bus plunged into the stream at around 6:30 a.m. in the morning at 
Malnai (Paranoo). Three severely injured persons were airlifted to Jam- 
mu for further treatment. Daer Singh S/o Swami Raj R/o Amiranagar 
(Bhadarwah), Dilaer Singh R/o Udhampur, Asim and Atif sons of 
Sardar Muhammad Naik (Chinar Mohalla, Bhadarwah), Kulbeer Singh 
R/o Dehruh (Bhadarwah) and a minor girl were among the deceased. 


A wave of grief and sorrow ran through Bhadarwah Tehsil at the road 
mishap. 


‘Lal Chowk Chalo Call in the Valley 
To foil the 6" October's ‘Lal Chowk Chalo’ call given by the Coor- 


dination Committee, the government imposed Section 144 in the en- 
tire valley and arrested the Hurriyat leaders from different places while 
also home-arresting some of them. Curfew was also imposed before- 
hand in the entire valley since 5 October. Pro-Hurriyat leaders of Dis- 
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Muhammad Shafi Rangrez and Muhammad Iqbal Agoo etc, 
y been arrested and imprisoned in jails. Barricades were 
erected 00 the key roads of the Kashmir valley particularly at Lal Chowk 
while most of the places were sealed off by coils of barbed wire. The 
soverament had also put a ban over the media during this time. 

The strict curfew imposed in all the ten districts of the valley on 5 
October continued on 7 October also, However, protests demonstra- 
rions still continued being held in the lower city, Baramulla and Gander- 
bal. In these circumstances, lakhs of people of the Kashmir valley were 
left imprisoned in their own homes. A heavy deployment of Armed 
forces and Policemen. could be seen patrolling around everywhere. All 
the connecting roads between the towns and the villages were sealed off. 
Traffic movement on the Jammu Srinagar Highway remained suspend- 
ed, Hurriyat leaders termed the use of power by the Security forces as the 
‘victory for the people’ and also asked them to restore their routine 
works until further announcements. 

All the business establishments at the District and Tehsil Level in 
Muslim majority places of the Chenab Valley also observed a strike this 
day. Even though business remained partially affected in Bhadarwah, 
there was no report of any untoward incident. 


_ Regular Trade Started (Under Rules and Regulations) 
Across the Two Sides of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) 
After 61 Years 


1 The traders of the divided state of Jammu and Kashmir finally tram- 
Fed the bloodstained boundary between India and Pakistan and start- 
— across the two sides after a long span of 61 years, sed 
Ap ; ing = new history for both the divided parts of the ae _ 
: Pies, dried fruits, vegetables, and other things were importe « 
ieee from both sides after crossing the Kaman bridge through : : 
Se "m Valley Road. An ambience of happiness and erent 

: actoss both the sides of the dividing line. Seven loaded ee ee 
On cc (Azad Kashmir) crossed the Kaman bridge to eae a fe 
Chika onday 21" October, three trucks loaded with gifts le na 

" Dabagh Post towards Rawalkote after a spa? of 60 years; 


ict Doda 
had alread 
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fulfilling the long-pending demand of the people of Poonch and Rajou- 
ri. This historic event was hailed at different places in the Chenab Val- 
ley amidst renewed hopes of strengthened relations and mutual coop- 
eration between India and Pakistan. Prior to it, a 19-member delegation 
from Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (PoK) had visited the Kashmir valley 
and Jammu for discussing the modalities of the trade. During these 
meetings that the delegation had held with the business fraternity here, 
various decisions regarding the exchange of commodities through this 


trade had been made. 


Numbardar Killed in Tehsil Gandoh Bhalesa 


According to a police report, on 234 October AD 2008, heavily 
armed militants shot dead Muhammad Yousuf Numbardar while also 
injuring another person Hashim Din-Panchayat member, at village 
Hadel of Illaqa Chilli Bhalesa. During the encounter, Arshid Hussain 
Malik R/o Talograh was killed at Bhalesa who was an accomplice of 
these militants, 


Bus Accident on Thathri-Doda Road 


On 30" October AD 2008, 5 people were killed and 24 others in- 
jured in an agonizing road mishap around noon at Gudsu on Kisht- 
war-Doda Highway. The deceased included Santosh Kumar R/o Shiva 
(Doda), Farooq Ahmad Hajam R/o Keshwan (Kishewar), Nageena 
Kousar R/o Doul, Rakesh Kumar R/o Bheja (Gandoh) whereas one 


person's identity couldn't be established. 9 severely injured persons were 
aislifted to Jammu by a helicopter, 


The Announcement of Conducting Elections for 
Constituent Assembly 


According to an announcement made by Election Committee Del- 
hi, elections would be conducted for Jammu and Kashmir State Assem- 
bly in seven phases during 17% November to 24% December 2008. 
Votes would be cast on 17" December in assembly constituencies of 
District Doda, Kishtwar and Ramban. 
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ne Mote Grievous Accident on Thathri-Doda Road 
ne 


on 12" November 2008, a bus coming from Thathri to Doda skid- 
sed of the road and plunged into river Chenab along with 26 passen- 

+s. 10 people were killed in the accident while 15 others were injured, 
Sith the condition of 8 passengers have been stated to be critical. 
All these passengers were airlifted to Jammu by a helicopter. The de- 
ceased included Mrs Rehana Bano R/o Krarah, her sister Shareena 
Bano, Rashida R/o Premnagar, Nazir Ahmad R/o Shadiwan, Suresh 
Singh Ro Jagota, Koshal Kumar R/o Thathri, Kuldeep R/o Barishla, 
Charan Das R/o Kreeri, Anand Sharma R/o Bus Stand Udhampur and 
Babli W/o Teerath Ram of Gwadi Bhalesa. Two people on board were 
reported missing. It was the fifth road accident in these areas within a 
span of five months. 


A Married Woman Burnt Alive 


As per a report received on 16% November AD 2008, the charred 
body of a young married woman Shaheena Akhtar W/o Manzoor Ah- 
mad Mattoo was retrieved from the backyard of her house in Dandi 
Bhadarwah. The deceased was a mother of three children. It was report- 
that the face of the body was burnt beyond identification. Police 
Ses of murder and started the investigations immediately. Some 

"“ Persons in the case were also arrested. 
also ie to this case, another woman of village Kotli Bhadarwah had 
Valley, ‘ burnt alive. This is the third such incident in the Bhadarwah 
dhe ee 18 Procession was taken out in protest on 17% November by 
wis of Bhadarwah College and other educational institutions 


aainst 
Ctimin “ former incident who demanded stern punishment to the 
S. 


P Tofe. 

: mee Hari Om Resigns From BJP 

n i 
and 5 Vice P resident of Bharatiya Janta Party and a famous mentbes 
Nove “Person Professor Hari Ohm resigned from his party 0" 16 


akg tole b 2008 and announced his joining the Congress party: ie 
Sout Many reasons for his resignation in a press conference. 
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Commander Lashkar-E-Toiba Killed 


On 28" December AD 2008, a commander of Lashkar-e-Toiba 
namely Shuhaib alias Abu Code Saifullah of Pakistan was killed in an 
encounter at Amrit Pora in Tehsil Thathri. He was active in the areas of 
Bhalesa and Thathri for three years. The commander had succeeded in 
fleeing away after being injured in an encounter on 6" December while 
one of his partners Nadeem Hussain S/o Manzoor Ahmad R/o Joura 


(Bhadarwah) was killed. Some weapons were also recovered from the 
site. 


AD 2008 Assembly Elections 


The results of the State Assembly Elections were declared on 28" 
December in which National Conference had won 28 seats, PD.P 21, 
Congress 17, B.J.P. 11, Panther’s Party 3, Communist Party (India) 1, 
P.D.F 1 while Independent Candidates got 4 seats respectively. Con- 
gress had won in five constituencies of undivided District Doda while 
National Conference had won in one constituency. Jenab Ghulam 
Nabi Azad once again broke the records and succeeded in Bhadarwah. 


The Control of the Jammu and Kashmir State Transferred 


to the Third Generation of Sheikh Family Omar Abdullah 
as the Chief Minister 


In the political history of the Jammu and Kashmir, the reins of pow- 
er were transferred to the third generation of Sheikh family on 5° Jan- 
uary 2009 when, a family member and grandson of Sheikh Mubam- 
mad Abdullah, Omar Abdullah took the oath as the eleventh Chiet 
Minister of the state in the ten-member ‘National Conference-Con- 
gress coalition government’, The oath of secrecy and oe 
offices were administered to Omar Sahib and his other ministers by 
Governor N.N. Vohra during a function at Zorawar Singh Auditorium 
of Jammu University. The function was also attended by ee 
State Ministers in presence of a large number of people in the < . st 
um. Among the panel of State Ministers, five belonged to fei g = 
Party and five to National Conference including Omar Abdullah. 
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lah) is the youngest politician (38 years) to have graced 
ont A ‘dhe Chief Minister in the state. 
she chair © pdullah was born on 10" March 1970 in England who is a 
Omar A Graduate (M.B.A) himself. He has received his education 
er colleges of Scotland and Mumbai. He married Ms. 
from ate yest AD 1994. He then became a member of the Lok 
Payal in the year AD 1998 and was again elected for this position in 
ere 1999 for the second time. During N.D.A rule at the Cen- 
rf also served as Minister for External Affairs. He is a young, intel- 
ligent, enthusiastic and frank person. During his first Press Conference, 
he spoke in detail how he would be working impartially for the devel- 
opment and prosperity of all the regions and communities of the state 
and “would try his best in resolving issues like unemployment, etc.” His 
intellectual approach was widely appreciated in the political and social 


circles in the state. 


Portfolios Allotted to the Ministers 


The details of the portfolios that the Chief Minister Jenab Omar 
Abdullah allotted to his 9 Cabinet Ministers on 10% January AD 2009, 


is as under: 
Sie [newfie [Reno 
(Deputy Chief Minister) 


Housing, Urban Development, Municipalities, 
Election, Stationary, ete. 


Mr. Abdul Rahim Rather Finance, Law and Parliamentary Affairs 
Mr, Peerzada Muh: 
School Education, Public Enterprises 


chayats 


Handicrafts, Commerce, Labour, and Employ- 
ment 


Health, Horticuleure, and Floriculture 
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The rest of the departments would remain under Chief Minister 
until the next Allotment stage. 


Thakur Devinder Singh Rana Appointed as the 
Political Advisor 


A few days ago, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah granted the privi- 
leged position of a State Minister to a renowned businessman and jour- 
nalist Thakur Devinder Singh Rana by appointing him as his Political 
Advisor. However, Rana Sahib while holding the position would not 
receive any sort of remuneration in this capacity. It must be remem- 
bered that he is the son of a renowned Chief Engineer Lare Thakur 
Rajendra Singh Rana who was a native of Illaqga Marmat (Doda), once 
an important part of Bhadarwah principality. A lot of people at many 


places in the undivided District Doda expressed their happiness at his 
appointment. 


Farooq Abdullah Elected as the President 
National Conference 


In one of its recent sessions in January AD 2009, the Working Com- 
mittee of National Conference elected Farooq Abdullah as its President 
once again. Omar Abdullah was the former President of the Party be- 
fore him who is now the Chief Minister of the State. 


Grievous Road Accident 


On 17" January AD 2009, twelve people w 
dent near Kahra on Thathri-Gandoh (Bhalesa) road when the bus was 
on its way to Gandoh from Thathri. 15 people were severely injured in 
the accident. The killed people also included three children. Deceased 
included Ashok Kumar R/o Joura Thathri, Parvez Ahmad R/o Kota 
Thathri, Kashmir Sin 


gh R/o Nagini Thathri, Muhammad Rafiq R/o 
Kaenda ‘Thathri, Shah Ali Bhat Rfo Gugar : 


; ah Thathri, Ghulam Nabi 
Malik R/o Malano Thathri, Tahira Bano R/o Korli Bhadarwah. Sha- 
heena Begum R/o Kodi Bh; 


adarwah, Sara Begu . 
Chamba road, Chinot Bhadarwah; 7 A heip ion erin 


ere killed in a bus acci- 
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qhathri and an unidentified two year old baby. Out of the four 
a injured people who were airlifted to Jammu Medical College 
severe es ereatment, Irshad Ahmad Bhat R/o Kahi Hankal also passed 


furt ji : ee 
es Grief and anger was expressed in the entire District over this 
away: 


jevous accident. - 
On the directions of the Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, Deputy 


Chief Minister Tara Chand, Ghulam Mohammad Saroori M.L.A., 
Mian Altaf Forest Minister and other Regional Officers rushed to the 
site for providing assistance to the victims and also announced ex gra- 
tia relief for them on-spot. The deceased persons in the accident also 
included three married women of the Malik family of Mohalla Kha- 
khal, Bhadarwah who were on their way to Bhalesa for attending an 
Engagement ceremony of some relative. They were identified as Tahira 
Begum R/o Kotli, Shaheena Begum R/o Kotli and Sara Begum R/o 
Chamba road. 


Azad and Soz Elected as the Rajya Sabha Members 


On 6" February AD 2009, the former Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi 
‘aad and the President State Congress Professor Saif-ud-din Soz were 
declared elected uncontested for two vacant seats of the Rajya Sabha 
Whereas four candidates including Dr Farooq Abdullah are left to fight 
oe ee two seats, After the recent record-breaking success of 
tos in the Bhadarwah constituency, the residents of the constit- 
Azad Schit he Chenab region are saddened by his departure. However, 
he could i had already elaborated that from his position at his Centre, 

etter work for the development and prosperity of the Jammu 
@ state. In the poling of 13! February AD 2009, Dr pee: 
etaicrd Chief Minister J&K, and Jenab Muhammad Sh 
Wa Sabh,, Education Minister J&K were elected for the other two 
"ence * seats. Thus, the candidates of Congress and National Con- 

i a winning two seats each. sore 
L1G ib and Soz Sahib took the oaths as members of Rajya Sabha 


Abdul 
(Uri) _ 
Raj 


the Work, “wary. Ghulam Nabi Azad was appointed as a sen 
"Biting © -Ommittee of Congress. He has been a, gare 


fesponsibilities of the party in four states 1.€. 


|522| The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


tra, Tamil Nadu, Orissa, and Pondicherry. His resignation ftom the 
Bhadarwah constituency had earlier been accepted by the Speaker in 
the state. 


Recommendations of 6™ Pay Commission Approved 


After many days of strike; while approving the recommendations of 
the unanimous decision taken by a joint group of the Employee orga- 
nizations and the committee constituted by the Finance Minister of the 
State, a special meeting of the State Cabinet presided over by Chief 
Minister Jenab Omar Abdullah was held in which an order granting 
the benefits of Central 6 Pay Commission in favour of State employ- 
ees was passed on 19" February AD 2009, w.e.f 1* January AD 2006. 
It was decided that the pending dues of the employees would be cleared 
in five installments. However, the salary for the month of July AD 2009 
and onwards would be paid as per the new pay scale. 


Another Bus Accident on Bhadarwah-Doda Road 


On 25* February AD 2009, a bus met with a grievous and heart- 
rending accident at Galgander on Bhadarwah-Doda road in which 41 
passengers were killed while 13 others got severely injured. The ill-fated 
bus was on its way from Bhadarwah to Jammu. As soon as they heard 
the news of the accident, thousands of people including the bereaved 
families rushed to the spot. Besides the District officials, Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah, former Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad, Member 
Assembly Doda Mr Abdul Majid Wani and Member Assembly Indar- 
wal Mr G.M. Saroori also assessed the situation and got the injured 
transferred to Jammu Medical Hospital and District Hospital Doda 
and looked after them personally. Azad Sahib also rushed to Jammu 
from Delhi as soon as he heard about the poignant news. He visit 
Doda and Bhadarwah along with Omar Abdullah. The deceased in- 
cluded Wasim Raja (Kishtwar), Hans Raj (Trown), Zubaida Begu™ 
(Udrana, Bhadarwah), Suhaila Begum (Trown), Ishtiyaq Ahmad (Dan- 
di), Sumeet Sharma (Mathola, Bhadarwah), Santosh Devi (Masith 
Doda), Abdul Rashid (Chathrah), Sakshi Bilowria (Kursari), Yuginder 
Singh (Kursadi), Mushtaq Ahmad (Udhampur), Kunti Devi, Subhas 
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rah), Joginder Lal (Gupt Ganga), Kunj Lal (Badrout), 
Chandar (Kora ir Bhat (Batote), Shazia Bano (Batote) 
‘ Devi (Doga Chinta), Samir at (Batote), ; 
Babli Bis Sarolbagh), Faqeer Lal (Killar), Prem Singh (Chathrah), 
Kamal Mt Soman Baybee (Chathrah), Bishan Nath (Bhala Killar), 
Ri eae Jain Jammu), Ravinder Singh (Dhara), Madan Lal 
aR Ram Lal (Malnai), Bimla Devi (Sartingal), Sunita Devi 
. ga Subhash Chandar (Milan), Ranjana Devi (Milan), Mu- 
Sai Shafi (Trown), Shareefa Begum (Trown), Tinka Kumar 
(Motala Tabri), Kuldeep Kumar (Rajouri), Fareed Ahmad (Upper Dan- 
di), Saja Begum Sheikh (Gatha), Kanta Devi (Shankhoja), Shafiga Be- 
gum Khan (Gatha) and her son Kamran Hafiz (Gatha). Seven severely 
injured people are being treated at Medical College Jammu while 4 
others have been admitted at District Hospital Doda. The entire Dis- 
trict Doda in general and Bhadarwah etc. in particular was struck with 
grief at the incident. The National Highway had remained shut for 20 
days after it had sunk at a place called Asar and had been temporarily 
thrown open for small vehicles earlier the same day. 


Molvi Khalid Najeeb Suharwardy and Syed Asgar Ali 
in the Legislative Council 


Molvi Khalid Najeeb Suharwardy of Doda and Pir Asgar Ali belong- 
ing to Kish 


‘war were declared elected as members of the Legislative 


Council Both the persons had lost the recent Legislative Assembly 
Hletions of the Jammu and Kashmir State, 


The Demise of Professor Ramnath Shastri 


The founder and driving force of Dogri Literary Movement Profes- 


200 nath Shastri Passed away after a brief illness on 8 March AD 
a He was 95 years of age. The deceased was born on 15% April AD 
NS Jammu, He did his M.A. Sanskrit after graduating and also did 
ees in Hind 

In 


iand Sanskrit languages. He was employed as a teach- 
Ucation D 


he Hindi 


latist, Writer, 
Nguage w, 


€partment in the year 1938. Later, he was ap- 
Professor in the year 1944. He was a renowned 
and essayist. It was owing to his contribution that 
* included in the Eighth Schedule of the Indian 


e 
ped as t 
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Constitution. He laid the foundation of Dogri Senstha [lit,; Organiza. 
tion] in the year AD 1944. He was honoured by many awards besides 
Jammu and Kashmir Academy of Art, Culture and Languages Award, 
He was also conferred with ‘Padma Shri’ award in the year 1990, 

The literary circles of Jammu were struck with grief upon hearing 
the news of Professor Shastri’s death and many literary Organizations 
offered their condolences while expressing deep sorrow at his demise, 
The deceased had written an exceptional write-up on the history of 
Bhadarwah for the magazine Shaheen’ of Degree College Bhadarwah 
comprising largely of many informative references regarding the mutu- 


al relations of Chamba and Bhadarwah. 


Demands of Thathri Development Front 


In a press conference held on 6 March AD 2009, the President of 
Thathri Development Front Mr. Kuldeep Kumar Rao appealed to the 
leaders of District Doda and the Assembly members to press the pres- 
ent government for undertaking appropriate steps for the overall devel- 
opment of Tehsil Thathri while also eliminating backwardness from it. 
Issues like opening up of a degree College at some centrally appropriate 
location, constructing roads, providing of health facilities and Power 
etc., opening up of N.E.S Blocks at Bisnota and Charahala and giving 
representation to this area in the Legislative Assembly, were included in 
these demands. He further added that the successive governments have 
always been discriminating with this beautiful area by neglecting it in 
every possible way which according to him was the reason why the 
Parts of Illaqa Thathri were separately amalgamated with Bhadarwah, 
Doda and Indarwal Constituencies, thereby ending its representation 


totally. Many active members of the Front were also present in the Press 
Conference. 
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The Cultural History of 
Bhadarwah 
(The Civilization and Culture of 
Bhadarwah Principality) 


0] 


Mode Of Life 


People of the Royal Principality of Bhadarwah 


X Joereas on the one hand, Bhadarwah in terms of . snes 
and natural beauty is an incomparably beautiful al ahi 
idyllic craftsmanship of the Creator, the residents of this teh at 
of beauty’ from Kahil Jagasar (Bhalesa) to the iar aaa of their 
liga Marmat on the other hand, are equally beautiful ~ Fine ance 
“etnal appearance and intrinsic character. The ia highly civilized, 
'y and simplicity abound in them. People are ae erie far-sighted, 
Polite, jovial, noble and courteous but are also inte ice on of liber: 
se °spitable, true to their word and more re Guak fearing and reli- 
“Mindedness and a spirit of humanity. They a nd selflessness in the 
Blous People who are known for their simplicity a 
“tite state, 
Ever since th 
€n dj 


king 


‘ have always 
€ trying times of the ancient pena sina their 
. . ur 
playing bravery, patriotism, and valo 


ir 
rt e was thei 
ch examp: 
om and Touting out the invaders. One su cceeded and aah 
battle Wi ba F t Padri where they su d also exercise 
Nei. amba Forces a ai 

MOUs y. 


ah 
The robust and gallant people of Bhales 
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their full power in the battle and had played an important role in deliy- 
ering a humiliating defeat to the enemy. 

Although the people of Bhadarwah bear less vitality, the residents of 
Illaqa Bhalesa, Marmat, Duraab, and Killar have been seen as healthy, 
diligent and industrious ever since the ancient times when their heroic 
stories would be the talk of the town. According to Charles Ellison 
Bates, “The people of this mountainous region generally belong to a 
superior race, who in terms of their character and by virtue of their 
cheerfulness and simplicity, are people of high stature.” "! 

The best quality of the people of Bhadarwah is that they: “adhere to 
the golden rule of finding dignity in laborious and diligent works. The 
proof being that every person no matter how highly educated or desig- 
nated at a high position either presently or in the past, could always be 
seen with the plough, oxen, and mattock working in his fields,”®! In 
that regard, they are overwhelmed with the spirit of self-dependence 
and self-respect. Women of the region also work shoulder-to-shoulder 
with the men and find happiness in working. 

Another quality, which is again worth-appreciating and worth-prais- 
ing, is that they are rigidly against illiteracy and leave no stone un- 
turned in providing higher of the highest possible education to their 
children. This is why even the literacy rate of women here is higher than 
that of undivided District Doda or at the State level. Before the Inde- 
pendence, the literacy rate of Muslims and Harijans was very small, in 
fact, negligible which is now however increasing by every passing day. 

One of the traits of the people of Bhadarwah is also that they have 
always fought against the communal divide at the place. This is the 
reason that ever since the regime of Raja Nag Paul (The Second), the 
local Hindu population never made any objection against settling a 
large number of Muslims in different parts of the Kingdom to whom 
Jagirdars and estate-holders presented their lands for cultivation while 
also encouraging them to engage in other professions that lacked hu- 
man resources. Like Muslims, many Gadis also came from outside to 
settle here. Numerous Dogra families from some areas of Jammu region 
also shifted here for business and trade purposes! while some Gujjar 
people also started inhabiting some parts of the Kingdom. It has been 
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es that some Gujjar Bakarwals have been nomadically coming 
fer #6 raze their livestock in the summers. 
ath aa cjous environment born in recent times, a product of mil- 
iancy in the State has ended since the AD 2005 elections and the same 
age-old brotherhood, patriotism and mutual trust has restored in the 
people. The same amity can be seen at the wedding occasions, national 
firs and festivals, and other social and patriotic activities. It is the out- 
come of Jenab Ghulam Nabi Azad’s filing the nomination papers from 
Bhadarwah constituency and his historical feat that people have over- 
come the old grievances within themselves and have stood together for 
the development and prosperity of Bhadarwah. As has been mentioned 
before, Azad Sahib’s victory by a record-breaking majority is a testimo- 
ay to the liberal-mindedness and mutual brotherhood of the place. 

The fourth quality of the Bhadarwahi residents is that they always 
sttive together as one unit for the development of Bhadarwah (includ- 
ing Bhalesa, Marmat, and Thathri) and for the prosperity of the people, 
regardless of their religious or political views which was visible from the 
demonstration held during their joint movement for getting a College 
‘proved for the place. In the present times, it is the outcome of the 
ora efforts of its people that a Sub-campus for a University along 
i ie ae other developmental schemes has been appre for 
te Be istoric decisions and steps like the formation 0 aes 
on the Ty ority; bringing the areas of Bhadarwah, Bhalesa and Killar 

anelitng maps; approval of a Tourist Circuit from Lakhanpur - 
toads and, Kishtwar and the Valley; constructions and widening 
Cader other routes; approval for the Sub-office of the Cultu 
live y and the formation of many parks and Tourist spots present 4 

Proof in this regard, 
ticg, : nae ebm have an excelent unde 
ei temarkably displayed their political co ot 
pole saad have considerably participated in the a pees 4d 
“ir mettle "any mature individuals belonging to this place cnet ik 
Shula in the field of politics. They include Kotwal Shiv sigh ) 
Choy, d ol (Contract ot), Malik Ghulam Rasool (Petition Writer ’ 
mad Joo Ganai, Munshi Dilawar Baksh, Khwaja 


Ve 


al 
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Gani Goni, Kotwal Chuni Lal, Sheikh Ghulam Muhammad Bhadar- 
wahi, Khwaja Ghulam Rasool Azad, Kotwal Kripa Ram, Ghulam Nabi 
Azad, Sheikh Abdul Rehman, Kotwal Daya Krishan, Munshi Muham- 
mad Anwar, Chowdary Noor Muhammad, Hari Lal Hitaeshi etc. In 
addition to them, there is a large number of leaders associated with 
different Political parties the detail of which seems almost impossible to 
be presented here. 

The people of Bhadarwah are normally fond of music and dance and 
participate in the religious and seasonal festivals, fairs and other func- 
tions round the year. A huge spirit for playing cricket and participating 
in other physical activities is found in the children. Besides sports, peo- 
ple are also fond of taking leisurely strolls and Dangals i.e. wrestling and 
other amusing hobbies. They are very conscious of their health. Besides 
having been blessed by nature both in terms of physical beauty and 
moral character, the people have also been gifted with different kinds of 
mental capacities. They like relishing good food. 


People’s Occupations and Cottage Industries 


The occupation of 80% population of Bhadarwah is agriculture but 
unfortunately, most of the Zamindars still follow the primitive tech- 
niques of agricultural practices. Would the workers of Agricultural De- 
partment work with honesty and dedication, a revolution could be 
brought about in the agricultural produce of the area. A research farm 
for the children had been formed more than half a century ago on a 
large chunk of land in village Sartingal, which in the words of someone 
“is swiftly traversing the paths of failure while the employees have been 
enjoying a free salary until date.” The total area of the ancient Tehsil 
Bhadarwah was 80862 acres of which 50872 acres were cultivable while 
29995 acres were non-cultivable. The people do not possess full knowl 
edge of new seeds and new techniques as yet. Even if considerable at 
rangements are made by the government for utilizing the manures, !€ 
doesn't reach the Zamindars in the total allocted quantity. However 4 
large number of Agricultural officers are appointed in every block of 
the Agricultural Department and now numerous trained youth have 
also been employed as per the Rehbar-e-Ziraa’ (lir.: Agricultural Men- 
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srs} Scheme. People should take benefits from their expertise. Similar- 
iy a branch of Sher-i-Kashmir Agricultural University was opened at 
Dandi many years before in which PH.D. and M.Sc. (Agriculture) de- 
holders were appointed as officers but again no satisfactory work 

‘has been done on this big Experimental Farm while nothing practical 
could be seen happening except the whizzing of vehicles and exhaus- 
tion of funds. Because of the personal intervention of Azad Sahib, some 
activity is now being witnessed here for some time. Let’s see what comes 
forth! Besides agriculture, other occupations of the people include Hor- 
ticulture, Sericulture, and Animal Husbandry. The offices of these De- 
partments also work here, just that their extensive programmes do not 
reach the public. Poultry has gone missing from the Government Poul- 
try farms. People have started some farms at their homes that cater to 
the demand for chicken to some extent. However, the majority is stil 

imported from Jammu. The required material for the breeding of silk- 

worms is distributed in the public by the Sericulcure Department while 

nurseries have also been formed at some places. High breed sheep are 

distributed among the rural people particularly in Illaqa Bhalesa by the 

Department of Animal Husbandry while medicines are also provided 

for treatment of the animals. Despite all these measures, there is still a 

03 for focusing more on extensive programmes and working hard in 

IS area. 

People from different suburban areas of the valley come f0 Bhadar- 
Wah for selling their milk, vegetables, rice, pulses, fruits, etc. 19 wane 
m ts, The picking of wild mushrooms in all parts of this ancient vie 

adarwah is at its highest during the spring season, the deman also 
Which are now increasing day by day. Similarly, honey oe Dake 
a at homes. It has always been felt thar the nas er “: 
a including providing requisite training 0 the PEP ide 

Many people of these areas also traverse both within ; 
the § , d toil hard for earning 
late for the extraction of forest timber an blankers, sheets 
“tt bread, In the winter season, they weave eee ‘women 
re Pattu (shawls) on the traditional Khadis (looms). - ef une for 
a Sweaters, hand gloves, and socks, etc: during the sa Marmat are 
"More income. Woolen products of Illaqa Bhalesa 
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still in good demand. The craft of Shawl weaving of this place used to be 
very popular before it got closed down due to the low standard of the 
products and increased taxes levied by the government. 

Among the handicrafts, some people are also associated with wick- 
er-weaving who weave baskets, Kangris (traditional firepots) and other 
decoration pieces. Cobblers and shoe-makers make leather shoes and 
sandals, etc. and sell them whereas some Meghs and Barwals [castes, 
considered generally as inferior] also weave baskets and Kiladyan (large- 
size baskets) from the twigs. They are known as Chapdi saz (lit: Hawk- 
ers]. Similarly, small scale occupations like making utensils from clay 
(Pottery) and other wood and iron works are common. A lot of people 
work as daily labours for their subsistence. Some skilled people have 
been working as carpenters, masons, blacksmiths, and goldsmiths. 
Many people are shopkeepers and contractors. Of course, there is also 
a considerable number of government employees in these areas. The 
educated people of the place have been placed at various higher govern- 
ment positions of the Jammu and Kashmir State since before AD 1947, 
including Chief Justice, Directors and Deputy Directors of Education 
department, Chief Engineers, Principals, Directors and Professors of 
Degree Colleges, Head of Departments Kashmir and Jammu Universi- 
ties, Registrar Jammu and Kashmir University, Chairman and Member 
Public Service Commission, District and Session Judges, Judges of 
High Courts, Commissioners and Deputy Commissioners, DIGs Po- 
lice, DSPs, DEOs and CEOs, SPs, Directors and Deputy Directors of 
Health department, Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Agriculture and 
Horticulture departments, Joint Directors, Bank Managers, CMOs, 
Executive Scientists, Range Officers, Block and Tehsil Zonal Educa- 
tional Officer, Forest Conservators and D.EOs, Principals and Head- 
masters of Higher Secondary Schools, Account Officers and many oth- 
er employees. Alongside men, the women have also continued to have 
been placed at many high Positions. Although some women have also 
been holding IAS and KAS cadres, they mostly prefer working in De- 

partments of Education, Public Health and other sectors. They have 
also played a huge role in domestic occupations, It is also worth men- 
tioning that barring a couple of Professional beggars; no local has been 
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ing at the place. In fact, the people are generally so char- 
oper seen they do not let the outside donation collectors return emp- 
and donate whatever possible in their individual capacities, 
Ym eystem is still in practice in some places. People buy the hand- 
a a3 from potters, blacksmiths and wicker-weavers around the 
made fi in return of their goods, give them a specified quantity of 
weit paddy, pulses, and other grains after reaping the crops. Such a 
barter system is locally known as the Khilara (system). This system still 
revals in some areas of Illaqa Athkhar, Chinta, Illaqa Marmat, Du- 
rab, Chirala, and Bhalesa. 

In the months of March and April, the people collect forest mush- 
rooms and Bunafsha (Viola oderatus) from the forests and sell chem to 
their respective contractors. This practice is now transforming into a 
good business. The occupations of rearing silkworms and honeybees are 
abo prevalent in every area for a long time now. These productions also 
help in increasing the income of the people. Gujjar people earn a good 
amount by selling milk and ghee whereas Bakarwals and local Gadis 
and shepherds earn their living by selling sheep and goats. 

Many youths have now set up Furniture making units at the place 
one a subsidy from the concerned department. Similarly, many 
ds ‘5 oe have been set up for making tin and steel trunks, almi- 
ing : ts; suitcases, and furnaces, etc. The government is also pro- 
ae tiate loans for setting up all kind of industries that has 

aged the establishment of such units. 


Relig; 
10. eS! 
gions, Communities, and Castes 


Peon} 
e " 
te ‘Naas different religions and communities have come and set- 


Pincip Rana District Doda in general, and in ancient Bhadarwah 

"unit; 'N particular across the times. Initially, it was different 
be relige °° “lated to Hinduism that shifted to this place, and then 
‘in Then, esformations surfacing in the Kashmir valley kept af- 
‘On of cae of District Doda to the extent that a large popula- 
ah fis Ae kept settling in the areas of Kishtwat, Doda, and Bha- 
3 “tle hen ne t0 time, Presently, people from two major religions 
“e ie, Hinduism and Islam. Besides them, some people 
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from the Sikh community also inhabit the place. According to Otto 
Rothfeld, the famous writer of ‘With Pen and Rifle’, “As the revolutions 
kept on arising in the Central and North India, its fighting tribes kept 
coming to these mountains in search of peace and tranquility. The pro- 
cess continued until the 8 or 10° century AD. Also, political victims, 
people oppressed by the feudal system, and starving helpless people of 
the drought from Kashmir kept coming to the refuge of Kishtwar for 
heaving a sigh of relief until the 19" century A.D. People who came 
from outside were mostly Rajputs and Thakurs. They are followed by 
Harijans in number while Brahmins form the lesser community ... 
Khash were settled in the foothills and valleys of Himalaya. They were 
agriculturalists by occupation. Even today, a hamlet adjacent to 
Kudgraan in Block Sarthal Doda is named as Khasaal and the people, 
who are settled there, call themselves Rajputs. With the passage of time, 
Khash people living in the mountains betrothed with the Rajput and 
Thakur clans...” It was probably before the arrival of the above-men- 
tioned communities when the Nagas came here from Kashmir. The 
local folklore also speaks of the arrival of Vasuki and Shiva from Kash- 
mir to this place. “ Some elements of Shaivism and Naga-worship can 
still be found in some religious rituals of the place. The ancient inhab- 
itants of the place, who were Rajputs, were also known as Thakoor or 
Thakur. It is said that a large number of Gourh Brahmins, Barwals and 
Rajputs came towards this mountainous district from Gourh Bengal 
and settled here. Some other classes of Rajputs also kept coming and 
settling here over the period of time, Some of them also belonged to the 
‘Nag Kul’ branch of the dynasty. The ancient inhabitants were also 
called Ranas, who were spread till Illaga Duraab (present-day Tebsil 
Thathri) and Illaqa Marmat (present-day Tehsil Doda) besides the val: 
ley of Bhadarwah. According to Mr. Nek Chand Kotwal the following 
prominent classes of Rajputs, inhabit this region: 


I, Nagkul Rajputs 
1; Vedan Baidan (Vidhya Dhar Naga race) 
2; Sidhan and Nagans (Brahmins) (Sidh and Naga race) 
3: Gaudan and Ghoran (Garuda race) 
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1]. Agni Kul Rajputs 


1; Parmar 

2: Parihar 

3: Chohan 

4: Cholokia (Charak) 


Rajputs settled thereafter included Balowrias, Jamwal and Sambyal 
Rajputs, who are said to belong to the dynasties of the Suraj Vanshi 
{lit.: Solar race] and Chandra Vanshi {lit.: Lunar race]. However, all of 
these people basically belonged to the ‘Brahman’ class, although Hin- 
duism was divided into four classes according to their field of work 
ie. Brahmins (priestly people), Kshatriyas [or Rajanyas (rulers, ad- 
ministrators or warriors)], Vaishyas (artisans, merchants, tradesmen 
and farmers) and Shudra (labouring classes). It is evident that the 
Bhadarwah domain was also affected by this division and the people 
despite being Rajputs began to be known as Charak, Manhas, Par- 
mar, Rathore, Gohan etc. while one of these classes began to be 
known as Gadi who would rear sheep for their livelihood. The ancient 
inhabitants include Barwal, Lohar, Kollie, Gadi, Dom, Megh, Bat- 
wal, Chinal, Chamar, Bhagat, Ram Dasia, Mahasha, etc. in addition 
to the, Brahmin, Rana, Thakur, Wazir, Shaan, Katil, korwal, Sharma, 
Jogi, Katoch, Chib, Chohan, Galyan, Thakar Lohar, Thakar Kumar, 
Thakar Gadi, etc. castes also exist within the Hindus. Castes like 
Koul, Razdan, Thasoo, and Mattoo, etc. are mostly found among the 
Kashmiri Pandits. People of the lower class began to be termed as 
untouchables in relation to the jobs they were doing. This is why 

these castes are very backward economically and educationally even 
= whereas people belonging to the upper classes like Kotwal, Ra- 
thore, Rajput, Thakur, Manhas, and Sharma have always been ahead 
= ‘very way because of their association or closeness to the royal 
ee They also kept leading at every front in the feudal hae 

“sd - been bestowed huge Jagirs and chunks of land. On the as 

the land, people of the lower class kept cultivating these lands under 

ords,!5 
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Kashmiri Muslims and Pandits migrated from Kashmir Valley to 
this place owing to a lot of reasons. Persecution by the tyrant rulers, 
famines, storms and other natural calamities besides the arrival of 
groups of preachers for spreading Islam are some of the reasons among 
these. In the latter half of the 15 Century AD, some Muslim families 
also came with Raja Nag Paul (The Second) and settled here,'9 Some 
Kashmiri Pandit households, known as Rajgurus’ also migrated to this 
place for education and teaching purposes. Many businessmen also 
came from some parts of Jammu to settle here that primarily include 
those from Gupta, Mehta, Kapoor and Malhotra families. 

‘There are also many castes of Muslims in Bhadarwah, although all of 
them are related to the Sunni community. Nobody from the Shia com- 
munity is settled here. However, some families of the place adopted 
Mirzaiyat (a caste) around 60 years ago and associated themselves with 
its Qadyani and Lahori sects. Below are the castes of Muslims that have 
reached Bhadarwah from Kashmir: 

Syed, Qazi, Khan, Wani, Ganai, Shanali, Khateeb, Goni, Reshi, 
Gagroo, Rather, Bichoo, Mir, Akhoon, Hajam, Matoo, Nayi, Khalroo, 
Hapat, Qasayi, Malik, Dand,Koka, Bagwan, Munshi, Tak, Dev, Paray, 
Sabri, Ahangar, Najar, Mangnu, Sheikh, Banjaray, Mirasi, Mehta, Beg, 
Sarwal, Bhat, Zargar, Mughal, Watal, Farash, Surnai, Shakhsaz, Lone, 
Banday, Lochi, Nanwai, Sofi, Qureshi, Seh, Dhoobi, Shah, Shapoo, 
Sheesha, Thool, Shorgaru, Shaal, Thakoor (now Thokar), Mochi, Beg; 
Baba, Bukhari, Saroori, Kelu, Thag, Kichloo, Tantray, Mouluvi, Kak- 
roo, etc. 

Some Muslims also came here in search of livelihood that included 


many traders and businessmen besides numerous other cultivators, 
skilled men, and religious preachers. 


Tribes of Bhadarwah 
Gujjar Bakarwal 


This royal principality has also been a refuge to the nomadic tribes 
like Gujjars, Bakarwals, and Gadis ever since the ancient times and also 
a permanent home for some of them. In the past, people would shift 
here from Punjab and other hot areas of the State in summers every 
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d then would return at the onset of winters to their winter shel- 
ear an : 3 
‘ers. But now the majority of the Gadi population has permanently 
settled in the mountains around Bhadarwah while only a small portion 
of the population shift their places twice a year along with their live- 
ock. 
: Two other important communities Gujjars and Bakarwals also 
form a part of a Muslim religious sect of the place, who because of 
their primitive lifestyle, attire, social traditions, languages, and pecu- 
liar livelihood hold a unique identity. These people are found at many 
mountainous places of District Doda. Their population is said to be 
about 23% of the overall population and are mostly settled in the areas 
of Tehsil Bhalesa, Gandoh, Tehsil Thathri, and Bonjuwah. Some 
Gujjar families have also settled recently in the lower areas of Bhadar- 
wah. The meadows where many nomadic Gujjars and Bakarwals arrive 
in the summers along with their livestock include famous pastures and 
verdant meadows like Jai, Padri, Bhaal Padri, Sarthal, Seoj, Jantaroun, 
Gurdandi, Rev Sharu, Kanthi, Phuklani, Baach Dhaar. They later re- 
‘urn to their winter shelters in the month of October. This custom of 
migrating between the two places exists here for centuries. Among 
them, Guijjars belong to Aryan race who are predominantly Muslims. 
twals pass through Bhadarwah and proceed to different pastures 
aqa Padar, Marwah and Kashmir Valley while they also return as 
as the winter starts. Both Gujjars and Bakarwals are said to have 
Y Castes in their tribes that include “Awaan, Hewal, Bajran, Bokan, 
ig Pstean, Bomla, Banihan, Bhaetiya, Bajad, Badana, Bhale- 
va al, an, Chad, Daenduh, Daerarh, Dakhad, Doi, Gorsi, Hakla, 
adi ih Jandarh, Khatana, Kasana, Kalis, Kandal, Kohili, 
Poswal Ph okhael, Kataria, Kangal, Ladhi, Lodha, Mahasi, Mehlu, 
oe aalrah, Podh, Tas, Taendwa, Thaekra, Chichi, Kehla, Bata- 


» Gigi ete”17 


of Ill 
soon 
Man 


Bhadarn’ their hale at the pastures in the surrounding forests of the 
Various ghe alley, Gujjar people amply provide in the local market 
Made eee butter, cheese, and Qudaan products [milk products 
Needs, th, Y ftom Lassi or liquid curd}. After catering to the local 

© local dealers export the ghee to Jammu. In the earlier times, 
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the local. people and Gujjars of Illaqa Bhalesa and other places would 
keep bringing their ghee in huge quantities to the Mandis of Bhadar- 
wah but because of the opening of the Thathri-Kilhotran road and im- 
proved circumstances the food items like ghee, rajmash, honey, fruits, 
etc. of Bhalesa are now directly sent to the Mandis of Jammu. However, 
Gujjars living in the nearby meadows still sell their ghee locally that 
partly caters to the local needs. Bakarwals while passing through the 
Bhadarwah valley and back, also sell off some of their livestock to the 
local mutton vendors, which helps cater to the local needs of mutton 
consumption to some extent. 

Gujjar people stay in Kothas (small masonry structures or shacks) 
constructed in timber and mud on the meadows during the summer 
season. These Kothas get completely covered in snow during the winters 
and often suffer huge damages. Gujjar people renovate them upon their 
return and make them livable again. It is the Gujjar women from Jai, 
Jantaroun, Phuklani, Sewaj, Gur Dandi etc. that bring milk and other 
products to the markets on an everyday basis and buy the essential 
goods in return. Men rear the livestock. Grass on these meadows be- 
comes the overall assets of these Gujjars whose cherished possessions 
including buffaloes, cows, and horses can be seen grazing on them. 
Dogs remain engaged in protecting these animals. Ferocious beasts of 
prey also accompany the flocks of these Bakarwals along with a herd of 
horses that are used to. transport loads and people. 

Many Gujjar households are settled in Illaqa Bhalesa of this erst- 
while Kingdom. Their good population is settled in Katah, Manu, Ha- 
del, Bhatoli, Kalchu, Milat, Chilli, Sanwara, Bigdah, Doli, Nali, Karala, 
Amrayi, Champal, Bamu, Bathiri, Kahra, Jhodhi, Dharkand, Payakul, 
Dharyooth, Bigdaer, Kansu, Banjerah, Seru, Gawa, Jagasar, Gawalu, 
Gangal, Khod, Chanti, Jalu, Kout, Bangroo, Kandulu, Gandoh, Shu- 
ran, Taensa, Dhadkahi, Kanudi, Shaliyi, Bhadgi, Kota Khadangal, Du- 
rai, Kansat, Ladu, Kalroo, Gul, Kan’an, Thathri, Bonjuwah, Kithar, 
Kansu, Budh Dhar, Sarunga, Baya wali, Kewad, Phanedwa, Poshala, 
Bilgara'n, Sawar, Dhar Su, Chamoti, Mandhar, Tikri, Chinla Sari, 
Halaran, Bhagra’n in Block Bhalesa; Sherikhi, Puranoun, Nasaka in 
Block Bhadarwah; and Bagger, etc. in Block Asar. 
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Gujjar and Bakarwal communities are generally poor, backward and 
illiterate. Local Gujjars whose large population is present in Illaqa 
Bhalesa cultivate the lands besides rearing livestock while many of their 

uth are now also employed in various government services. Dr Javid 
Rahi has divided this community into the following classes as per their 
financial status: 

(A) 1; Labours 2: Agriculturists 3: Government employees 4: Busi- 
nessmen 5: People related to milk and other milk products (B) Mutton 
and wool dealers (C) People related to other business occupations (D) 
Skilled men. Labour related works form the financial source of around 
60% people among them. They are non-technical and untrained peo- 
ple. A handful of people are related to agriculture too. ® They still rear 
the livestock in primitive ways. They are exploited in every profession. 
90% of their population is very backward; however, the government is 
paying special attention to their education and training. Centers for 
providing treatment to their animals have been opened up at many 
places. In the extension programmes, they are trained for observing 
proper health and hygiene and are also provided with education per- 
taining to other basic matters. However, there is still a lot to be done for 
their overall welfare and prosperity. 

The literacy rate of these tribes is exceptionally small. This is why 
they are now being encouraged to receive an education. Arrangements 
for scholarships, clothes and free books are made in schools for their 
children. Although they would initially object to admitting their wards 
in the schools, now a passion for educating their children has started 
developing in them. Many youths are taking admissions in universities 
and colleges, Seats for this community have also been reserved in the 
8overnment jobs and other training centers. Some changes at the social 
level have also surfaced in the community. However, despite these de- 
velopments, their women still continue being crushed under the work- 
oad. They get attacked by various diseases because of living in Kothas 
and Kutcha (sub-standard) mud shacks amidst the smoke and insanita- 
on. Girls are still married in their childhood. There is an enormous 

“rence in the ages of the brides and grooms. At some places, the 
Weddings are finalized only after receiving a huge amount of money as 
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dowry by the grooms family. "! The literacy rate among the girls is al- 
most negligible. Gujjar people are ignorant of even the basic etiquettes 
of health-care. Keeping large families affects their health badly. Women 
obey the commands of their husbands and take care of their honour; 
however, husbands do not take care of their wives as much. ‘These wom- 
en also believe in amulets, lucky charms, and other superstitions while 
men lag no less behind in this regard. Divorces are very uncommon. 
However, sometimes the difference between the ages becomes a reason 
for strain between the couple ending up in a divorce. The same is true 
of the lives of Bakarwals. In comparison to Gujjars, they have to tra- 
verse long and hard distances from far-flung areas but their economic 
condition is relatively good. They are the most backward people in 
terms of education. 

The women of these tribes refrain from humming in front of the 
men despite being fond of singing; however, they vent out their feelings 
by singing folk songs while walking with milk pitchers or while mow- 
ing the grass. The lives of these women pass away in hard toil along 
these routes. They know nothing about respite in their daily routines. 
In comparison to the nomadic women, the responsibilities of the local 
Gujjar women are fairly less who fortunately get some time to rest at 
their own homes. Lives of the men pass relatively easier. They squat and 
leap on the meadows and keep theniselves busy in pleasing conversa- 
tions while smoking tobacco side by side. Governing women and bul- 


lying them is one of their habits and are also fond of wrestling and 
singing. 


Jewellery 


Gujjar women generally wear glass and silver bracelets, nose-pins, 
Sahedi, ear-rings, necklaces, and bangles. They are also fond of wearing 
rings. There is a peculiar way of adorning the hair among Gujjar wom- 
en, Instead of dressing their hair in two plaits, they make numerous 
knotted mats and braid them together at the back of their head. It takes 
them a lot of time to do so. Small braids or mats are generally interwo- 
ven by some other woman. Their lifestyle is purely simple. They are also 
not given a good status in our societies. 
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tire 
cas men and women dress in new clothes at wedding celebra- 
ions. Women generally wear laced Kurtas, their colours being very at- 
ane e. Tight Chudi-dar pyjamas crumpled at the ends suit the Kurtas 
a ry well. They always keep their heads covered by colourful veils and 
are fond of staining their eyes. Men also wear laced Kurtas and leg- 
sheets and are also fond of tying white turbans on their heads, Colour- 
ful strips, also excellently embroidered are stitched to their waistcoats. 
Men are habitual of sporting long beards since adolescence. The elderly 
also dye their beards. As such, they do not have any particular vices and 
remain miles away from social evils. They retain full power in taking 
matrimonial decisions and do not seek any suggestions from the chil- 
dren ot women in these matters. Marriage is performed with simplicity. 
A pair of new clothes each is stitched for the bride and the gtoom as per 
the custom. 

The same is true of the Bakarwal women. However, their men guard 
the livestock personally while women remain with the moving herds. 
Dogs generally move along the flock of sheep for their protection. 
Bakarwal women look after their children and cook Chapatis etc. in 
cloth tents upon reaching the pastures or grassy valleys. Maize bread 
and tea makes for the common meal of Bakarwals. They are well off 
financially because their flocks comprise of thousands of animals that 
have been regarded as a ‘Live Wealth’, However, many changes at the 
social level are imperative among them. Many educational, social, eco- 
nomic and other schemes related to health and other facilities have 
been started by the government for the welfare and prosperity of the 
Bakarwals which include the formation of mobile schools, Animal 
Husbandry and Public Health centers and, providing scholarship and 
other facilities like free books and clothes to their children. Financial 
aid is also provided to improve their economic condition. Gujjar Ba- 

al hostels have been set up in every district where numerous chil- 
“0 get enlightened by education every year. Besides their free educa- 
ie arrangements are also made for the free boarding and lodging 
acilities for these children in the Doda hostel, Extensive knowledge 
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regarding the importance of education, their national and cultural 
identity, and social responsibilities, etc. is being disseminated among 
the Gujjar Bakarwals communities. Their children also get benefited 
from the religious education in the aforementioned hostel. In addition 
to these facilities, the government has also formulated some new 
schemes for providing them with residential facilities, etc. A few 
non-government organizations are also working for the welfare of 
these communities. Some Literary Institutions and Trusts are also un- 
dertaking pertinent steps for preserving the culture, literature and 
overall heritage of the Gujjar and Bakarwals. 

‘These communities are now getting enlightened. They send their 
children to the universities of Jammu, Kashmir, Aligarh and other plac- 
es for receiving higher education. Many teachers from these communi- 
ties of Illaqa Bhalesa, etc. are Graduates, Post-Graduates and have re- 
ceived B.Ed. and M.Ed. Degrees. Many people are also employed in 
other government departments. These tribes are now getting politically 
awakened too and understand the value of their votes. 


Gadi Tribe 


According to Frederickk Drew, “At the southeast end of this region, 
where it borders on the Chamba country, there is a race called ‘Gadis’ 
(or Guddees), who seem to have come some time or other from Cham- 
ba Hills. They are Hindus, and have the same subdivisions of caste as 
the others, but they do not keep their caste rules so strictly. They pos- 
sess large flocks of sheep and herds of goats and they migrate with them 
to different altitudes according to the season. When snow threatens on 
the higher pastures they descend, coming in winter to the Outer hills, 
and even to the edge of the plains,”(!® 

Gadi people are settled in some areas like Chinchora, Dhumanda, 
Sherikhi, and Illaqa Jantaroun, etc. in Bhalesa. Many Thakars and Ra- 
jputs of this area also keep migrating to hotter places along with huge 
flocks of animals in the winters, and to the meadows of Bhalesa or high 
pastures of Illaqa Padar in the summers, Their financial condition is 
good because of their wool and mutton business. 
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‘ood 
F Gadi people are not too fond of eating and prefer simple food. They 
eat according to the demands of the season. During the shifting of their 
places, their food comprises of Desi ghee, milk and parched maize, 
whereas upon reaching their destinations they usually eat rice, wheat 
and maize bread with pulses, vegetables and sometimes mutton. 

In the wedding feasts, an item of mutton is also included besides 
rice, pulses, and vegetables. Not many people participate in the Baraat 
[groom's procession]. The groom is usually mounted on a horse while 
the bride is seated in a palanquin and taken to her in-laws’ house by 
the palanquin-bearers. The bride and the groom, and the Baratis (lit: 
guests accompanying the groom] are ferried by buses, etc. in the plac- 
es wherever a motorable road has been constructed. Two or four pairs 
of Salwar Kameeez (traditional tunic worn usually with a salwar or 
trousers], some utensils, bedding, etc. are sent along with the bride as 
dowry. Gold and silver jewellery are also made for the bride. The fam- 
ily members and the in-laws gift them to the bride on suitable occa- 
sions. Nowadays, a lot of Gadis also give Sofas, beds, suitcases etc. to 
the bride in dowry. The groom is also gifted fine clothes. The relatives 
of the bride particularly women also gift some cash to the bride. The 
bride is bid a farewell while chorusing folk songs while the groom is 
also welcomed back splendidly at his home. A fine feast is arranged 


upon the arrival of the newlywed couple in which all the close friends 
and relatives participate. 


The Attire of the Gadis 


Brownish or white coloured long Chogas (cloaks) of Pattoo (a woolen 
ae cloth), Pyjamas of Patu, wollen Kantop (head caps covering the 
sem cats)» Woolen Kamarband (waistbands) and woolen socks, etc. 
om = ate of the Gadis. They are also fond of white turbans. They 
Pared ie lives encamping at different places. Fredrick Drew has com- 
Wear - © Chogas of Gadis with the ‘modern gowns’. Women generally 
ing Ky alwar Kameez or Kurti Pyjamas at homes. The custom of wear- 
mar band (waistbands) is also prevalent among them. 
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The Attire Of The Bhadarwahi People 


In all the places of this royal principality Bhadarwah especially 
Bhalesa, Marmat (Khisaal), Chirala, Chinta, Athakhaar, Mathola, and 
Killar etc., the people wear particularly brownish or white cloaks Chogas 
made of woolen Patu, Kantop, Kamarband, Paatoo long woolen socks 
woven of Pattoo. [a woolen coarse cloth]. However, nowadays, the 
glimpses of this attire can only be caught during the Kud Mela and 
some other festivals. Even many high ranking officials would earlier 
take pride in wearing the coats woven of high-quality Pzttoo until a 
decade back. The people would wear Desi (locally made) shoes besides 
grass-woven Poolhaien (a type of open shoes) which would avert the 
tisk of slipping during the snowfall. The women would wear Zoji {cap 
like headgear] beneath the shaw! while Muslim women would also put 
on a Kasaab [cap like headgear made of multiple layers of cloth stitched 
with gum and small pins] over it, and a Pheran (cloaks) during the 
winters. Kangris (traditional earthen firepots) would be carried under 
the Pheran to keep the bodies warm. Men would also wear Pherans and 
tie big turbans round their head. The girls would wear Salwar Kameez 
and tight Churi-dar Pyjamas while the boys would wear woolen coats, 
woolen sweaters, and Jambi Pyjamas. Wearing a turban in the schools 
was mandatory for the boys. Meeting a teacher bareheaded was consid- 
ered disrespectful. Some boys would come wearing Kantop and caps 
but post AD 1947 all such ancient customs changed suddenly. There 
would generally be no difference in the attires of Muslims and Kashmi- 
ti Pandits. These types of outfits which were common until sometime 
back had been brought from Kashmir. The people of Bhadarwah town 
would also wear Chedi-dar Pyjamas (both warm and cool), turbans and 
warm Kurtas or Pheran and also coats of Pattoo. Actually, the wearing 
of Chodi-dar Pyjamas and turbans shows the evident influence of Dogra 
culture on the local and immigrant population of the place. Silay 
other attires depict the Kashmiri influence on them. Formal suits were 
worn only by the educated people those days. The custom of wearing 
woolen or cotton waistcoats existed already which is prevalent me 
today. New fashions in clothing started developing gradually after in 
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ndence. Women can now be seen desirous of wearing the latest fash- 
: sable clothes. Some girls wear Shalwar Kameez and shawls. Some 
en and women of the Muslim families also use Burkas and like Kash- 
ae girls, also wear Pheran like tunics decorated with embroidery. Al- 
most the entire new generation and employees can now be seen wear- 
ing expensive jackets besides formal suits and Kameez Pyjamas. Wearing 
atie has also become a part of the culture now. However, clothes made 
of warm Pattoo are still worn in the mountainous areas. 

Gadis and shepherds use jackets besides their normal attire. Kashmi- 
ri Pherans are still used by the Kashmiri Pandits while women wear 
Sarees. The youth is particularly fond of the western attire while the 
tadition of Dogra-style attire is still prevalent in the Hindu sections, 
Young girls are also getting drawn towards the western attire. New 
trends in the clothes surface every other day. Our villages and towns are 
directly getting affected by the Fashion trends in vogue at the National 
level because of which our traditional attires are fast vanishing. 
Cloth-markers and cosmetic shops are seen thronged by women and 
gitls. The shops of the tailors have now transformed into fashion hous- 
S Beauty Parlours for women are also seen coming up. At some places, 
ae ae wear long Kameezes and shawls decorated with gold or sil- 
a a much like the Kashmiri girls. However, a fact is worth 
seins, a ere that the culture and traditions of Bhadarwah do not 
immodes ve accommodated the western innovations of nudity and 

"Y in terms of clothing, as yer, 1) 


Custom of Jewellery 


Wo, custom of usin 
“omen during ancient 


SS Kantey (car. 


& a couple of silver ornaments existed among 
a Glass bangles, Ghajrey (bracelets), silver 
ets “tings), Nath (nose-pins) and Ghungroo (musical an- 
Hae in the suburban areas but after AD 1947, the types of 

Yan (gold a ; : anging and the women in the towns now wear Chudi- 
liyan Gan ¢s), Kadey (bracelets), Haar (necklaces), Jugni (lockets), 
Nath (nose-n: 85), Angoothiyan (rings), Kaantey (pins), Tikkey (coins), 
4b becg bin ¢tc. The trend of buying the complete gold sets has 
common now, Girls are given many gold and diamond 
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jewellery sets at their marriage. Men also wear rings. In-laws also take 
pride now in gifting gold necklaces and rings etc. to the groom. The 
bride takes along her combs, handkerchiefs, mirrors, perfume-bottles 
and other cosmetic items in the Magaba [toiletry box]. The custom of 
using silver has now reduced to rural areas only, Women of the poor 
class only use rings, earrings, and nose-pins. On the other hand, wom- 
en of the affluent and middle-class families wear both gold as well as the 
silver jewellery. The rich buy the ornaments from big Jewellery marts of 
Jammu and Delhi whereas the poor people still buy it from the local 
jewelers, in which the possibility of adulteration by other metals cannot 
be ruled out. 


{): 
(3): 


(10): 


(11); 
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02 


Customs And Rituals 


Customs and Rituals of Bhadarwah Principality 


Mises and Kashmiri Pandits of Bhadarwah principality have 

been bringing a lot of customs with them upon migrating from 
the Kashmir valley from time to time whereas Hindus residing in vari- 
1S Patts of this place have also adopted many such rituals from Hima- 
“yan and other states of India which have collectively evolved into 
rs ra wy the culture and traditions of Bhadarwah. The customs and 
tone fy ntl include the ones observed during wedding celebra- 

“and birth and death ceremonies. 


Vedding Celebrations 


j ba Muslim and Kashmiri Pandit households of Bhadarwah, cus- 
5 


e Ww, oe als during the wedding ceremonies are observed in the 
dicen. “Sn Kashmir, The local Muslims observe the same rituals at 
ther o “ages of the Marriage as the Muslims of the valley; and on the 
lncions = the Kashmiri Pandits of Bhadarwah also celebrate various 
Pats da uring the marriage ceremonies as their Kashmiri counter- 


vi the Valley, Many customs and rituals observed in the mar- 
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riages bear resemblance with each other which is a testimony of the 
inter-cultural and syncretic traditional values of Kashmir, 
ble part of ‘Kashmiriyar’. 

The imprint of Himalayan States and Dogra areas is evident in the 
Hindu Culture of the place. Dogra people make the majority of the 
business class. This is why the customs and rituals observed during 
wedding ceremonies and occasions of birth and death in this town re- 
semble with the customs of the Dogra areas to a great extent. However, 
glimpses of the ancient Pahari culture and traditions are still quite 
prominent in the rural areas that have prevailed there for centuries, 

Until a few years back, the marriage ceremonies in this principality 


would be conducted with simplicity; but with the passage of time and 


improvement in the financial condition of the people, a lot of changes 


have surfaced in these ceremonies. Greed and ostentation have replaced 
love and sincerity whereas the traits of shrewdness and extravagance 
have become common in place of simplicity and frugality. Nobody ob- 
jects to unreasonable and unnecessary expenditur 


es in the marriages 
anymore. There was a time when the brides and grooms of the Muslim 
families were tied in a nu 


ptial knot through some respected elderly 
person of the family or some relative; or in remote cases, someone out- 
side of relations would be chosen mutually to fix the relation, known as 
‘“Manzim your’ in Kashmiri which means a ‘middleman’. Thereafter, all 
the stages of the marriage would be cruised with austerity. At the ‘Nis- 
bani’ (engagement) ceremony, two to four women on behalf of the 
groom's family used to go to the would-be bride’s home and adorn her 
with some ornaments. The groom's family would mount the groom on 
a horse accompanied by a few other Baratis and send them off to the 
bride's house on the fixed date of the marriage (which used to be sent 
in writing to the groom's family a few days earlier by the bride’s in the 
form of ‘Lagan Cheer). The marriage would start only after organizing 
a Quranic recitation ceremony. This custom is practiced even today. 
‘Surnai Nawaz’ (flute players), while producing beautiful and enchant- 
ing music on Sarnayi [large size flute type musical instrument] a? 
blowing their Nagharas (drums), would rhythmically proceed along 


Ss . _ A : co) 
with the Baraat, the marriage procession. Prior to it, the women W 


an insepara- 
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gend off the Baraat from the homes while singing ‘Wanwun’ ( 
sung in the chorus). Upon reaching the in-laws home, the Baraat 
would again be accorded a special reception by the musical couplets of 
‘Wanwun’. Then, the Nikah ceremony would culminate after fixing the 
amount of ‘Meher’ as per the local customs. The Baraat used to be then 
hosted a feast comprising of one or two varieties of mutton and vegeta- 
bles cooked in milk; following which the bride and the groom would 
be sent off amidst chorused Wanwun songs. Baraat would often be in- 
vited over dinner and some of the Baratis among them would stay over- 
night at the bride’s house and would return to their homes only after 
accompanying the bride and. the groom back to their home the next 
day, The brides would be taken to her in law's home in a palanquin 
while the groom was sent on a horse. The Walima function would be 
celebrated with austerity during the afternoon or in the evening that 
day in which relatives and neighbours would come over for a simple 
feast. The groom's family would offer the bride a few ornaments and a 
couple of dresses whereas the bride’s family would give the bride a few 
utensils, some ornaments, and simple bedding to be taken along. A 
wheel for spinning yarn, a couple of woolen blankets and a simple char- 
poy (a bedstead) woven from grass were also given in the rural areas. 
The customs of the marriage included little ceremonies like Tael Mehin- 
di, Mehindi Raat, preparing a masala [lit.: a mixture] before dressing 
the hair, winnowing rice and arranging firewood, etc. Then the bride 
Would be bathed and dressed in a wedding gown. It was followed by the 
custom of burning Jsband (wild rue) seeds etc. to ward off the evil eyes. 
These customs are observed even today but with a lot of extravagances. 
Both the families now bring a large number of guests with them — 
the functions like Nishaani and Kudmai or Mangni (engagement an‘ 
other ceremonies) as was earlier the case of Baratis only. ed ae 

ed on the number of Baratis accompanying the groom. This suet 
‘ion comprises of one to two hundred people regardless ages mare 
“ration for the bride’s family who might not even have the a eoaad ss 
Space for catering to such a huge number of guests. This is ia aes 
element of self-conceit and ostentation usually predominates ure while 

amily. The bride's family remains under a psy chological press 


folk songs 
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the parents of the bride take every possible care of making the function 
flawless so that the bride gets spared from any possible blame by the 
gtoom’s family after the marriage. They are socially obliged to prepare 
many varieties of delicious dishes on the days of Nishaani, Kadmai, and 
marriage. In the list of meat preparations, the custom of cooking Rogan 
Josh, Yakhni, Kabab, Rista, Tabak Maaz, Biryani, and Goshtaba has now 
become common. The coloured sweetened rice is the last item of the 
feast. Contrarily, the old simplicity still exists in the rural areas of Bha- 
darwah even though three to four mutton preparations have now been 
added in their feast also. In addition to the meat; Rajmash, curd, fowl 
or deep-fried mutton or fish, etc. have now become a part of this feast. 
Besides, the use of cheese is also common. 

In the marriage ceremonies of Kashmiri Pandits, vegetarian food is 
now commonly served. Mutton is hardly prepared, However, the cus- 
tom of preparing some varieties of Pudav [rice dish prepared in ghee and 
dry fruits] and Dam Aloo [potatoes fired in curd] besides sweetened rice 
and many vegetables are common even today. A lot of expenditure is 
also incurred on this kind of ‘ Vaishno’ [vegetarian] feast. 

Gatherings for music and singing are organized at different stages of 
the marriage. Men and women sing and dance separately. A special 
kind of tea and Bakhirkhanis (a kind of baked bread) is arranged for the 
function of ‘Mehindi Raat’ [when the bride applies henna on her hands 
and feet] in the Muslim households. Hindus get many varieties of 
Sweets, pakoras, samosas, and dishes prepared in their marriages. The 
bride's family prepares many varieties of items for the feast like Pulav, 
different kinds of vegetables, Kofta (vegetable balls), Dam Aloo, cheese, 


pulses, rice, and puris, etc. The. Baraat is also served coffee or ice-cream 
as the dessert, Normally, confectioners prepare sweets and other deep- 
fried items for many days prior to the function which is then distribut- 
ed among the Baratis and other guests. Now, sweet-boxes are also dis- 
tributed along with the invitation cards, Baratis are normally ferried by 
cars or other mediums in the towns. This custom has now become 
popular within every community. However, the custom of mounting 
the groom on a horse still exists in rural areas, The ritual of ‘Sehra Ban- 
di’ (garlanding the groom) is observed before the Baraat departs. In 
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ancient times, the custom of reading a garlanding-encomium in praise 
of the groom was celebrated with much gaiety in the towns, which has 
now become but only a traditional tale. The number of invited Baratis 
is seen getting increased by every year which has become a reason of 
great anguish for the poor and middle-class families. Special arrange- 
ments ate made for Baend Baja (music bands) that accompanies the 
Baraat of the Hindu groom until it returns back. The evil of dowry is 
also becoming a reason for sadness and anxiety for the brides’ families. 
They are compelled to buy different types of diamond besides gold and 
silver ornaments, beds and expensive beddings, TV sets, refrigerators, 
furniture, and very hefty and finest clothes. In addition to these, they 
are made to give the bride different utensils, trunks, almirahs, sofas, 
chairs, tables and other decorative items. The ornaments include Rani 
haar (long necklaces), necklaces, golden brow ornaments, nose-rings, 
tings, bracelets, earrings, bangles, Challa (heavy rings) and anklets 
which are given as per one’s affordability. The in-laws mostly gift neck- 
laces, rings, and bangles etc. to the bride. Many parents are compelled 
to take loans for saving their honour in society. Although no formal 
demand for the dowry is made among Muslim households, they appre- 
hend that the bride might be taunted later for having come emp- 
ty-handed. Thus they try to ensure that the bride is sent off happily and 
confidently from her home. By every passing day, the demand of dowry 
's now becoming common within other communities as well to the 
éxtent that sometimes a vehicle (generally a car) is also sent with the 
pa in addition to the already mentioned items, while many other 
‘mands are forced to fulfillment even later. ‘The affluent families living 
iy rural areas are also falling prey to this evil. However, the basic rituals 
marriage are still observed with simplicity and dignity. 

.3 ay of undivided district Doda who have now settled in Jammu 
i struggle for reserving marriage halls and are compelled to 
slaens Ca of around Rs. 50000/= mere for the booking of these 
frase be ile the main feast also costs them lakhs of rupees later. The 
cooks) ‘a as Wazwan’ is arranged through Wazas (commercial 
vats . me a in different areas of Bhadarwah, Wazas locally pre- 
ishes and the feast. They do not seek any remuneration for it 


i 
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as they mostly include the neighbours or the relatives. The feast is usu- 
ally arranged either at the home or at some neighbour's place. The trend 
of marriage halls doesn’t exist here as yet. People participate in marriage 
ceremonies across communities. While Muslims happily attend the 
Hindu marriages, Hindus do the same in return, The concept of un- 
touchability has now become a tale. Special care is taken regarding the 
sanitation and the beliefs and needs of the other communities. Glimps- 
es of amity and mutual brotherhood are also clearly witnessed during 
the marriage ceremonies in the rural areas, as has been here for centu- 
ties, People from all the communities participate in welcoming the 
Baraat while all of them also help in hosting the guests. 

The function of ‘Masnad Nashini {adornment of bridegroom] has 
huge importance in the marriages. The ‘Masnad Nishini’ of the groom is 
done before his departure to the bride’s house. After bathing and dress- 
ing him, he is taken to a hall or a room and seated on an elevated Masnad 
[stage; /it.: throne]. Some people among his kith and kin, friends and 
women garland him by strings of dry: fruits and currency notes while 
some put cash on the platter full of grains kept before him. This en- 
dowed amount is commonly known as ‘Zamboul. The brother or some 
friend of the groom keeps the record of the Zzmboul in a notebook. 
Upon teaching the in-laws’ house, the groom is garlanded by necklaces 
or gifted rings by the guests of the bride; however, most of the relatives 
gift cash amounts according to their affordability. When the bride reach- 
es her husband's home, the women individually gift cash amounts to the 
bride as per their means, The mother-in-law of the bride gifts her new 
ornaments which are different from the ornaments that the groom gifts 
her at the Nikaah ceremony. She also gifts new dresses and fruits to the 
bride. The money gifted in the new home is known as ‘Gul’ Myooth’ [lit.: 
A kiss] in Kashmiri. Nowadays, the parents of the groom also arrange 
varieties of delicious dishes and many mutton preparations on the Wali- 
ma function, spending a lot of money on it. However, such kind of os- 
tentatious wedding is limited to towns only. The old simplicity still lies 
preserved in rural areas to a large extent. 

Gujjar people often fix the marriage of the girls in their early child- 
hood who are later sent off at their maturity. Some time back, a few ill 
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ysroms also existed among them which have ended now, However 
wen today some Gujjar tribes do not wed their girls within the people 
of their own castes; but generally, other tribes do marry within their 
relations in Bhadarwah. With utter simplicity, the custom of Nishaani 
engagement) is observed and after adorning the girl with some jewel- 
lery, the marriage is announced with pomp and show. Thereafter, differ- 
ent stages of the marriage are cruised as per the program schedule in- 
duding collecting firewood, tailoring new clothes, a night for oiling the 
bride or the groom, Mehindi Raat [when the bride applies Henna], 
dressing up the groom, Rasm-e-Salam (gifting money to the groom], 
departure of Janj or Baraat, teception of the Baraat, dressing up the 


bride, Nikaah ceremony, palanquin procession, reception at the in law’s 
house, etc. 


Birth Occasions 


Alot of customs have evolved among different communities of Bha- 
‘ah that are observed right from a time when a baby is conceived to 
atime when he finally takes birth. These customs are generally related 
to the teligious beliefs of the people or are the products of different 
‘cial interactions within and outside the area. A lot of rituals are com- 
non among the Hindus, Muslims and the Kashmiri one sew 
ing known as Hud’ is repared for pregnant women woe 
tour pain among Hindu Aahogerl A clay pot known as ane A 
* adjacent to it. The expecting mother is known as ze . 
wmte time back, such rituals were also observed among . ° ee 
> Stholds of Bhadarwah Jagir. The relatives of the expecting ne 
cha Would get her dry fruits like almonds, raisins, nuts, nd mixed 
its des ghee as a gift. These things would be powdered mi third 
Mo desi ghee, which was ripened and served to the bride oe nee 
2 “e her delivery. It was known as ‘Kahra’. Kashmiri ad besides 
ie " Laniiri. Kaha was served among the neighbours as DA adie 
2a jpothet. These customs exist even today. The remaining 
tha’ was Putin the ‘Hud Lae)’. hild) are bathed on the 
Sinth “and the Bacha (The mother and the ¢ new Kameez known 
¥ of the child’s birth and she is dressed in a 
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ocx? ‘This ritual is also common among Muslims where 
as ‘Zafrin Sia i bathed on the seventh day onl ‘5 es 
er and the child are Eien jadi Y: The chilg 
ig aso properly bathed on the day o ‘birth and is essed in a clean sai 
soft Kurta while Azan is read aloud in his ear so that he spends his fy. 
ure life as a true Muslim and gets acquainted with the magnificence of 
God. The old bedding is discarded that day while the mother and the 
child are shifted to new bedding. Kabra is again made and distributed 
among the sutrounding women besides the neighbours and other rely 
tives, Kashmiri Pandits christen the baby on the fortieth day which ig 
known as ‘Shran Sundar’. Both the mother and the baby are again 
bathed on this day. The women start their routine work after it, 

‘The customs related to the birth of a child are somewhat different 
among the Dogras that start from the eighth month of the pregnancy 
itself, On the other hand, the Sunnah of ‘Ageega’ is also observed with 
joy among the Muslims either at the completion of a week or later after 
the child’s birch. Two sheep are sacrificed at the birth of a boy while as 
one is sacrificed at the birth of a girl, the meat of which is distribuced 
either raw or cooked among the neighbours and relatives. The child is 
also christened on the day of ‘Ageeqa’ while his first hair is also trimmed. 
Silver as much as the weight of the hair is given in charity. Among the 
Hindus and Pandits, ‘Mundan’ i.e. the ceremony of trimming the baby 
hair is celebrated with much pomp and show. This ritual is know" ® 
Sade Kasni’ in Kashmiri when a fine feast is also arranged on the ey. 
Nay or Hajam (Jit: the barber] trims the hair of the baby with utmost 
pia is allowed to leave after getting suitably reward. The fe : 
rg pu in the earth near a walnut tree. Dogra people ober 

y of Mundan for the male child in which their friends 


relatives etc. are invited f ithin five 
‘ or a feast. Thi held wi 
years of the child’s birth. is ceremony is 


Moth 


Circumcision of the Child 


eee get the child circumcised after only a few aye yar 
fhe ofa some time back, a fine gathering used to be held dusiné 

Aight of the circumcjs; oe . nt 

a 


u : cg 
meision ceremony. After a night of music 2% 


a Darb 
St Would seat the baby ona basket and circumcise him 4 
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,¢ morning Azan was read. A cock would be kept underneath that 
{ ee et who would crow at the dawn. That is exactly when the (ritual of) 
reuncision was done. The women would sing folk songs regarding 
ihe circumcision and celebrate. After congratula 


ting the family, they 
would return to their homes. This custom has now shrunk only to the 


rural areas where the barbers still circumcise the children. Circumcision 
in the towns and the cities is now done only in the hospitals or some- 
times at homes under trained pharmacists who execute the job with 
strict cleanliness. The child recovers within a few days and thus doesn’t 
spurt out blood as in the early days and neither runs the risk of any sort 
of infections. Gujjar tribes also express great happiness at the birth of a 
child while the relatives and the neighbours get many gifts and clothes 
for the new-born baby. Mirasis or other music artists sing Gourdi song 
which is a Gojri folk song praising the child. Similarly, the function of 


circumcision is also held with warm gaiety among their households. A 
fine feast is also arranged meanwhile. 


Rasm-e-Jaenyu 


This ritual is observed among the Hindu and Kashmiri Pandit 
households. Between the seventh year of the birth of a child until the 
thirteenth year, a ritual for tying a sacred thread to the baby is observed 
Which is known as ‘Jaenyw’. It consists of three threads. According to 
the beliefs of the Pandits, a child becomes a devout Brahmin the day he 
Wears the thread. Dogtra people usually observe the ritual of tying the 

aenyw’ on the thirteenth day of the birth and after arranging for a 
» ete. celebrate the Mundan ceremony very passionately. However, 
they do hot trim the birth-hair of the girls. 


Rituals Related to Death 


q “indus immediately lay a grass mattress at a clean place the moment 
0) realize that someone is about to die. Some mantras are chanted to 
re © death and bring peace to the departed soul while ee are er. 
eg cash or grains etc. in charity. Upon the death, wee we ‘ 
the * Mattress while a Chirag {oil lamp) is lit beside it. e an 
aid and wrapped in a sheet. After some rituals are observed, 
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the body is wrapped in the shroud. Then after putti 
bier or some plank, it is taken to the Scout e ting the body on 
ground]. The son of the deceased lights the pyre a Chat [ctemati : 
rites are completed. After a few days, sicecach and this is how his nm 
collected in an urn and immerse in some 7 the dead body = 
: er. 
these mortal remains and immerse them in th FT. Some people colle } 
The son or sons trim off their hair i e Ganga at Hari 
off their hair in mourni aridwar. 
on the tenth day. Th ing and wear 
y. The ceremony of Shradh i New cloth 
The widow remains in a mournful state f is held on the eleventh . 
in white clothes. After the year, th _ or an entire year often dn ay, 
pital year, the ‘Bark? or the death anniversyg 
‘The bodies of Yogis are buried i wee 
sini: lina uried in a sitti 
are placed on his knees ing posture while sal 
The ti , etc. Infants are also buried i ¢ salt lumps 
Ene en eae uried in the sam 
holds also. As soon as i asions are almost similar in Musli ics 
death, relatives or som a realized that a person is a rae 
Starts reciting Surah Y4 : need Mouluvi goes near ie ae, 
believed ‘to-eabe seh 4-Sin [one of the chapters of th s pillow and 
body is laid on th e death of the person. Whe ve pain 
Qibla.BIs the floor-mattress in such : 7 person dies, his 
express dre lumps of dry soil are k a way that his mouth faces the 
€. e€ 
tears sei es ow by crying aloud a Se He aperapaiaientee 
putin a colin re a dead body is bathed : ee enone 
where his fun. ie ich is taken towards th hig pone me 
graveyard ie Prayers are offered see Janazah Gab (Funeral place 
held at the uried, A Fateh-Khwani we sin body is taken to the 
bring some sie before the peo ea of Quranic verses] is 
doles, or the f et food to the benelvsa — back. A few relative 
then served ti od is cooked in the h family members and the com 
Of the rites} ong them. For Bee of the deceased itself which is 
fourth day vies is recited by a #Sawaab [conveying the re 
at the Fajr Sal bine as is done j gathering (Quran-Khwani) on the 
feaved family ms (mornin, 5 wari Kavfionir During these four days 
Haka for Faria neighbours : oe Sahib and other be 
5 Fate: Kvany go God to paid friends assemble and g0 °° 
ie comforting ‘hae the departed soul; and also do 
€ soul after sitting for sometim® at 
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. house upon their return. On the first upcoming Friday after the 
na the people go to the graveyard after the Friday prayers for the 
fateh Khwani before coming back. A commemorative lunch is orga- 
nized after the Quran-Khwani on the fourth day in which the people 
we served tea, Bakhir khanis, Hulvah (pudding), etc, Again on the for- 
tieth day, after the Quran-Khwani; the Quran Khwans (reciters) and 
ith and kin are served by a commemorative meal. Similarly, after a 
year passes, a meal is again organized after the Quran-khwani for the 
Fesaal-I-Sawaab of the deceased. Muslims erect a Sang-e-Mazar [The 
tombstone] at the grave of the deceased, normally made in hard stone 
or marble. The name of the deceased and his lifespan is engraved on it. 
Different families or clans have their specific portions of land allotted 
to them in the graveyard. Condolences with the bereaved family are 
expressed for many months. 


Utensils 


Clay utensils were commonly used in Bhadarwah until 1947 A.D. 
that included Pyala (cup) or ‘Khous’, Rikabi (Plate), glass, Dul (round 
utensil), Handi (pot), Nout (pitcher), Lota (jug) Tschoung (oil lamp) 
cc. They were mostly customary to the Muslim households, although 
the rural Hindus would also use them. The tradition of using the clay 
Mensils is however extinct now. People now use copper, brass, steel, 
Porcelain and silver utensils. Cauldrons, pitchers, saucepans, buckets, 

*s, and plates made of copper and brass are commonly used. In 
Muslim households; Samovar, Zasht (traditional movable basins) and 

8s jugs are used on a daily basis particularly during the marriages. 

“ny types of Porcelain, steel and silver utensils are also now custom- 
nyo every household. 


Polk and Superstitious Beliefs ti 

or, People from across the world are seen to ae Lae 

mies mens based on different beliefs, myths and, Sacre 

ave “aie Convictions. Such beliefs and duperetae ee 

Cvey Ndeed also conquered the hearts of the people in pine 
Nee ancient times, These beliefs actually originated as 
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dread in the minds and hearts of the people in times of natural calam 
ties and astonishing events surfacing on the earth, who were then not 
capable enough to understand or tackle them. For example, the pour. 
ing down of clouds along with the thunder and lightning; storms bis 
ing up; facing harsh cold or intense heat; seeing enormous and poison. 
ous snakes; witnessing fire; encountering unconsciousness or Swooning: 
collapsing of mountains; production of horrifying sounds during snow 
avalanches; rotation of celestial bodies and consequential changes; and 
other similar events, etc. were some of those things that a human being 
had no knowledge of. This is why he kept attributing these astonishing 
and troublesome things to some spirit, ghost, deity or unknown power. 
These beliefs kept travelling heart-to-heart in the communities along 
with the people while they shifted locally from one place to another 
And then a time came when they started worshipping these natural 
phenomena and started sort of attributing the names of such powers to 
their utilities, In India, the sun started to be known as Surya Devia, the 
god of Fire as Agni Devta, the god of air as Wayu Devta, the god of 
clouds as Indra Devia and snakes as Nag Devta, etc. Because these Dev 
tas or gods were considered to possess different powers, worshipping 
them was understood as a guarantee against every calamity and disease. 
Despite such progress of science in our country, there has been no coh” 
siderable change in the beliefs and superstitions of the people and many 
people still retain their faith in those beliefs. 

Despite many territorial or political changes in the ancient PP" 
pality of Bhadarwah, a lot of beliefs and rituals still exist, the mention 
‘ ike of which would not be beyond the interest of the readers: nt 
is is os beliefs and superstitions are commonly shared by the peoP 

oday despite their religious differences: 


Beliefs about the Nagas (Snakes) 
1, 


princ- 


: a 
Seeing the Nag ot Nagas (snakes) in a dream is considered as 
good omen, 


2. The ap dered 3° 
pearance of ; conside 
geod omen, a Nag at any temple is also 


Beliefs 
1. 


. Sacrificing a sheep or a goat upon the 
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Hindus believe that a Vag can incarnate any time and manifest 
for the assistance of a person. 


Ifa person commits a sin, 
uried treasure after becoming a cobra to guard 
ake it out is equivalent to invite one’s death. 


he is bitten by a Nag. 


A Nag coils on a b 
it, Attempting to t 


Related to Wedding Occasions 


Confirming the lucky time, day or date of the marriage is con- 
sidered important. 

The bride and the groom are adorned by either a man or a wom- 
an living a prosperous married life and people refrain from get- 
ting this work done by any widow, infertile or divorced woman. 
Alucky ‘Tareekh’ (date) or ‘waar’ (day) is fixed for painting or 
cleaning the house and for stitching the clothes. 

The burning of any cloth soon after the marriage is considered 


an ill-omen. 


. Ifa rat bites off any cloth of the bride or the groom after the 


d a good omen for the birth of 


marriage ceremony, it is considere 
a male child. 
arrival of the bride and 


distributing its meat is understood as a guarantee of peace in the 


home, 


. Itis considered to be an ill-omen if a bride drops 2 tumbler of 


milk, etc. or some utensil on the floor. 


B ry 
cliefS Related to the Arrival of a Guest 


1, “i 
The cawing of a crow (and the sound: 


as 


5 like “Zayien Tayien” OF 
Aav Aav”) on the roof, tree or the wall is an indication © the 


arrival of some guest. 


The entry of a Bulbul in the house or the co 


Stoo fins 
d to be a prelude to an arriving guest OF S° 


mpound is under- 
me good news. 
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Colliding of two persons with each other in the home 


; oe is also 
sidered as an indication to some arriving guest. 


con 
The coming down of a spider in his spun cobweb is cons; die 
as an indication to an arriving guest. 


Beliefs Related to the Birth of a Child 


1, 


Amusing any object as a child by another child in his lap is con- 
sidered as a good-omen denoting the birth of some new baby. 


Screeching of an owl on a nearby house or tree during the night 
is understood as an indication of a woman having labour pain. 
Before coming out of this home, it is considered necessary to 
matk a black dot on the cheek or forehead of a child to protect 
him from an evil eye. 


Beliefs Related to Set Off ona Travel 


1. 


While coming out of the house, if any man or a woman ap- 
proaching from the opposite direction with a utensil full of milk 


of water moves past a person; it is considered as an indication of 
success, 


If someone walks past an empty utensil or one encounters an 


empty utensil while coming out of the house, it is interpreted as 
an ill-omen. 


A cat crossing across the way of the person is understood 
Prelude to a huge impediment or misfortune forthcoming 
during the travel whereas the crossing of a mongoose in = 
way is considered as a good omen. 


On the day when a person is scheduled to set out of the ae 
on travel, his wife refrains from washing clothes, sweeping PY 


: : e 
broom and combing her hair. It is not considered good for 
traveler, 


it 
ie foot of someone's shoes incidentally mounts over pameiel 
3s interpreted as the possible hardship impending on the wa 


§, 


~. 
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.schiness in a foot is understood to be an indication for 
H 1c. 
Feeling 


son that he will have to undertake a journey. 
the pet 


favourable day, date etc. is again considered important for set- 
A favo’ 


, ff on a long journey. Travelling on a Tuesday or starting 
ting o 


rk this day is not considered as a good decision. Similarly, 
any = on a Jong journey on a Friday is also considered equiva- 
cay inviting an accident or some hardship deliberately. 


Common Beliefs and Superstitious Rituals 


1. 


w 


19 


~ Rain startin 
: Starting the work of 


- The Wailing or howlin 


~M 


: Many Suc 


Knotting threads while making wishes at the shrines and un- 
knotting them at the fulfillment of the wishes, and presenting 
offerings or donations there is a common belief. 


- The crowing of a hen or a cock during the night is considered as 


an ill-omen. 


. Ifa flock of sparrows or crows appear in the sky, it is considered 


as a prelude to heavy rains. 


If ants rush out suddenly from their nests, it is understood as a 
Possibility of taining. 


g on Friday is understood as an indication of week- 
Ong Prospects of rains, 


I 
ploughing the fields on 1* Chae (Bikrami) 


'S understood to bring good fortune. 


g of the dogs at night is understood as an 


indics 5 , 
dica e's death in that area. 


tion of someon, 
0 i . . > 

‘i Ving past of any untouchable or unmarried girl in the morn- 
8 'S considered as a very good omen. 

Seein, 


heal * mirror during the night is considered detrimental for 


h beliefs and superstitions have thus existed for centu- 
he old Principality of Bhadarwah. 


Ties in t 
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{1): 


(2): 


(3]: 


References/Notes 


Translator’s Note: Mehar is a mutually settled legal security deposit in cash 
or kind paid to the bride in Islamic jurisprudence by the groom before the 
marriage. The amount which is a pre-requisite to the marriage contract 
(Nikah nama) becomes the sole property of the bride while the husband 
shares no right over it even after the marriage. The tradition has its origin in 
the historic times when men were the bread-earners and women were often 
rendered helpless in the case of a divorce. 

Translator’s Note: Ganges or Ganga is an Indian river that flows in North- 
western parts of India. The river is considered highly sacred in the Hindu 
traditions. Hindus from all over the Indian sub-continent travel to Harid- 
war for immersing the mortal remains of their deceased family members in 
Ganga. 

Translator’s Note: Qibla is the direction of the Kaaba (central cubical struc- 
ture) at Mecca, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia toward which Muslims curn for 


their daily prayers. 


03 


Fairs, Festivals, Folk Dances, 
Pilgrimages And Yatras 


The Social and Religious Colours of Bhadarwah 


E comparison to the other Himalayan states, the great principality of 
Bhadarwah has been famous for having retained its attractive, vibrant 
ue identity of its regional fairs, festivals and folk dances ever 
since the ancient times. Besides having the recreational meris, these 
ri festivals, and dances are associated with an interconnected series 
"various social and religious customs that are locally observed round 
gs 4s per the seasonal changes. Because of the thrill of local music 
- “S enchanting sounds of drumming and beating or the soothing 
a of some local instruments, a very refreshing and asinine 
i “nce is created altogether for every season. Newly-wed snip 
caw in new and colourful attires, men, women, nee * 
ing ay Moving from one area to another on the fixe 


. naar ks 
thi th and ki . articipating in different Yarra(s 
Hindy oy. 284 kin and also for participating 

sine Pilgtimages|, known as ‘farla’ in the local dialect. And, ae . 
in ae tion that a fresh cultural revolution of the sorts has we is 
Village and town of this ersewhile kingdom. Bhadarwah’s 
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songs and folk dances hugely convey the messages of love, mutual 
brotherhood, and patriotism. The place is often said to be the heaven of 
fairs and festivals. Collectively named as ‘Kud’, these festivals and fairs 
are celebrated round the year. At the end of the month of August, the 
season of some Yatras begins in which different pilgrimages start one 
after the other that lasts for several months. These pilgrimages are orga- 
nized in reverence to some Nag Devta [lit.: serpent god] or Devi [god- 
desses] as a mark of devotion, or in commemoration of some heroic 
dead of some ancestor; or on occasions of social gathering or any other 
moment of rejoicing with much gaiety and pomp and show. Many of 
these festivals are held during the nights. These festivals and fairs facil- 
itate the people to get more adjusted with the seasonal changes. Bha- 
darwah, because of its mountainous ranges, remoteness, backwardness, 
and absence of connecting roads, was almost cut off from the other 
places of the country until the fifth decade of the 20" century. Howev- 
er, because of being a mountainous kingdom, its relationship survived 
with some nearby states or areas including the valley of Kashmir for a 
long time. This is why some social and religious beliefs and customs 
brought here by migrating people from Kashmir Valley and other 
neighbouring states were not much affected by external cultural influ- 
ences and thus, her independent status in terms of its folk beliefs, fairs, 
festivals, and folk dances, etc. remained intact during those cultural 
currents. 

It is interesting to note that all the fairs and festivals of Bhadarwah 
usually revolve around the devotion towards Nag Devtas. These beliefs 
are also often reflected in Bhadarwab’s folk songs and folk dances. These 
fairs, etc. have earned a unique identity by their simplicity, colourful- 
ness, attraction and local peculiar taste that cannot be compared with 
the mountainous festivals, fairs or folk traditions of any other place. 
This is why every heart is indeed seen getting enchanted by their magi- 
cal effect. 


Fairs and Festivals 


Professor (Late) Udhay Chand Thakur) in one of his historical write- 
ups has written that, “these famous fairs are held at Subhar Dhaar and 
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sak Dehra, Gatha Mathola, Malothi and Trown, Jora and Renkha 
er and Manthala, Cheka, Bheja (Bhalesa) and Gwalo Bhalesa, 
Chagsu, and Fagsu (Thathri), Nandna Thathri and Khangal (Bhalesa),” 


Mela Patt 


The supreme and distinct position among the fairs of Bhadarwah 
has been commanded by a fair held for centuries in this ancient king- 
dom, named as “Mela Pat?’ or ‘Pateru Mel’ in the local dialect. It is also 
known as Pateru Kud. In the large compound of the Khakhal Mohalla 
of Bhadarwah town, there used to be once the grand palaces of the Paul 
rulers, This fair is held here for centuries on the day of Nag Panchami! 
that lasts for three consecutive days every year. Ten or fifteen days after 
the Kailash Yatra, this fair is celebrated with much pomp and show, 
often being organized in the month of August or September. In tever- 
ence to Vasak Nag Devta, this place is known as Vasak Derah. A huge 
number of people throng the place on all the three days while people 
ittespective of their religions participate in the fair together. Hindu 
men, women and children, dressed in fine clothes participate and enjoy 
themselves in the fair. Initially, the people from three Parganas of Bha- 

ah would come one after the other to participate in this fair, but 
this pattern was discarded with the passage of time. Now, people from 
these P arganas i.e. Pargana Bhadarwah, Pargana Bhalesa, and Pargana 

Uraab Participate together in this fair. It starts everyday afternoon 
"ound 4 o'clock and ends at sunset, 

_ Pate (Silk Fabric] anda heavy load of conical shaped Jhansi {a metal- 
Pot with narrow neck], adorned with hundreds of coloured cloth 
— ate kept on the head of a healthy and energetic ee bee 
le : : ances some rounds of dance within the enclosure of ¢ Loe 
Raj gy, Pecific man carrying Patt is brought from the — akhal 
Ne [Royal Priests] in a procession of musicians % ares 
Patou, ak tt dancing several rounds ons prone = while some 
other T hint for gathering breath and taking ei ete 
Petit PE lift the Patt high in the air. After taking some rest ds 

“On again lifts dh ds. These colourful roune 
the the Patt and starts his roun ir. During this 

“tand enclosures continue until the end of the fair. 
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course, the slogans such as Nag Deva ki Jai [Victory to Nag Devta] and 
Sanche Darbar Ki Jai (Victory to Truth] are raised and some local 
hymns in praise of the deity are also sung while people continue show- 
ering flowers on the Patt. 

‘The person who works as the dancer in the Patt-dance is known as 
Chela who practices austerities for some days before the fair starts and 
remains busy in meditation. In the time of Rajas of Bhadarwah and 
Chamba and during the Dogra rule, the fair was managed by the focal 
administration as a government affair while also bearing all its expenses. 
But, after AD 1947 this fair is managed only by the amount raised 
through voluntary contributions and donations of the local people. 
Two days of holiday are enjoyed by the government and educational 
institutions of Bhadarwah during the fair. 


The Historical Background of Patt Mela 


About the origin of this fair that is being celebrated since the medi- 
eval times, it is said chat during the time of Emperor Akbar (AD 1556- 
1605), Bhadarwah was ruled by Raja Nag Pal (The Second). He was the 
son of Raja Bishambar Pal, who like his father, ruled this principality 
very strategically and with great intelligence. It is said that he kept rul- 
ing here for around 100 years and greatly extended the limits of his 
kingdom by waging wars with the neighbouring states like Bhadu, Ba- 
sohli, and Kishtwar. 

During the 16 century, Akbar-The Great summoned most of the 
subdued and tributary Rajas of the country to a big gathering organized 
at Delhi, which was a usual invitation. As against the custom, the Raja 
of Bhadarwah Nag Pal (The Second) upon reaching the Durbar, merely 
offered his salutations to the Emperor rather than bowing before him 
like other Rajas and took back his seat. Seeing this insolent behavior, 
Akbar was sort of annoyed but upon the advice of some of his ministers, 
did not award any kind of punishment to Raja Nag Pal. However, he 
was asked to appear in the court again the next day. The legend runs that 
Raja had a restless night. Meanwhile, he started feeling drowsy and he 
saw his patron-god Basak Nag in his dream, who asked him to te € 
Emperor's court without fear. In the meantime, it was decided that N38 
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an adjacent window while entering the hall, so 
should ase ah rottipelléd to bow his head. The ne day, in- 
the . ace his head through the window, the Raja first inserted his 
sead of de and then passed the rest of his body directly. This enraged 
legs pe Akbar. While continuing the legend, it has been said that be- 
gt could issue any fatal orders against the Raja, a hooded ser- 
d from his (Raja's) turban. Before Akbar would issue any 
pent appears 4 side thee Real ; ; ‘eas 
chastisement orders against the Raja, a poisonous viper with five ho 
appeared from the Darbari turban, which astonished Akbar and his 
courtiers. At last, Akbar was impressed by this miraculous event of Raja 
Nag Pal. Later, when Raja Nag Pal was asked to explain the reason for 
his not bowing before the Emperor, he replied that “he is a devotee of 
Nag Raj Vasak Devta. This is why he bows down only before him.”?! 

Emperor Akbar not only remitted the tribute due from Raja Nag Pal 
but also rewarded him with much wealth from the imperial treasury, 
comprising of gold and silver ornaments, utensils, brocades, kincobs 
(silk fabrics), gold parasols and musical instruments. 

Upon his return to Bhadarwah, Raja Nag Pal dedicated all these re- 
wards to his Kul-Devta (lit: family deity] Basak Nag and displayed 
ae in the compound of the royal palace. All these valuables 
Pl i i are preserved to the present day. This achievement of Nag 
= rated as Mela-Part (Fair of fabrics) every year. This incident 
ee ee to be celebrated splendidly for the last 450 consec- 
spect and el commemoration of not only Raj Nag Pat's sense of self-re- 
Celebrated ane but also marking his devotion to Basak-Nag. \t is also 

commemoration of the honour and respect that Emperor 
‘ rae ae in his Durbar for Raja Nag Pal by i 
things, < istorical part 

© culture of Sheatea o Patt has now become a historical p: 


Mela Subhar Dhaws 


F ad 0 
Ng him wi 


fe 
fea Peis of Nag Pi 4ja (worshiping the Snake-God) and holding 
§ ab, sing “ontinued being associated with every temple of Bha- 
“bhar Dh, = Me olden times. Among these Melas, the mention of 
” Mela’ would be interesting to the readers: 
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Subhar Dhaar is one of the most beautiful and verdant pastures of 
Bhadarwah. Situated at an upper reach in the dense forests in the south 
of Chinta, an ancient temple of Sheesh Nag is located in this Dhaar (lit: 
meadow], where thousands of Yatris enthusiastically assemble one day 
before Baisakhi, on 29 Chet Bikrami (equivalent to 11" April) ®); from 
Doda, Chirala, Bhadarwah and other areas for expressing their devo- 
tion towards Sheesh Nag every year. While participating in the fair, they 
also welcome the spring season. Although this temple remains closed 
during the winter months, its doors are flung open on the said date, 
whereas those of Vasuki Nag temple Bhadarwah and Gatha are opened 
on the 1* and 2™ day of Baisakhi respectively. 

During this fair of the Subhar Dhar, Sheesh Nag is worshipped for 
two-three consecutive days while Bhajans [devotional songs] are also 
sung in this festival. This is, in fact, the first fair of the Kud ie. festivals 
at Bhadarwah. A lot of local folk songs related to Sheesh Nag are also 
sung during the fair. The meadow lies just adjacent to another pasture 
known as ‘Roshera Dhaar’. 


Historical Mela of Illaqa Bhalesa-‘Bheja Jagra’ 


In the words of Mr. Phulael Singh Chouhan: “A small hamlet of 
Village Bheja Illaqa Bhalesa is situated in the Halga Jatota. On the 
eight tithi [date] of Shradh"| (commemoration period) during the 
night, a popular fair is held which is popularly known as ‘Bheja Jagra’ 
since the olden times. This fair is said to be the Jagra [the act of stay- 
ing awake throughout the night in praise of one of the Hindu deities] 
of the Bhalwan Vir Devta.” 

It is a famous fair of District Doda in which thousands of men and 
women from different parts of the District participate. A legend runs 
about an ancestor of village Bheja that on his way back home after pay- 
ing obeisance to ‘“Beeru Devta’ [Devta: diety] of village Jantaroun, his 
Trishool {trident] that he had brought along from the Devta’s temple 
disappeared at a distance of two kilometers behind Bheja. In the mean- 
time, he fell asleep and saw his deity in his dream instructing him to go 
back home and hold a mela (fair) during the nights of the eight Shradb. 
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‘This mela was thus started and has been held to the present day in Bhe- 
ja. The people of the Chauhan clan hold this mela on the rooftops of 
their homes. A mound of fresh soil is created on the roof in which an 
iron 10d is fixed later. Logs of Mehru wood (a kind of local forest wood) 
is piled up around the rod and is then lighted. A Chela [/it.: Disciple or 
devotee] gives girani’ [produces shivers in his body while reciting verses 
of Hindu scriptures(spiritual ecstasy)] and spins around the bonfire. 
After the girani ends, Dhaku dance is started. People sing folk songs 
and dance a lot. The event ends with Chel walking across the flames. 
After a night of music and dance, the fair ends and people start moving 
back to their homes. 


Roshera Mela 


Roshera Dhaar is close to Subhar Dhar where the temple of Sheetal 
Mata is located. A big fair is also held at this place every year on the 
eighth Navratra [9-day Hindu autumn festival] in which people of 
llaga Chirala (in Illaqa Chinta) participate enthusiastically. The major- 
ity of the control of this Yatra rests in the hands of the Pujari (priest) of 
Illaga Chirala. Yatris of the Subhar Dhar also come and worship in the 
temple of Sheetal Mata. '! 

Apart from these fairs, two local festivals are also celebrated in 
some parts of Bhadarwah and District Doda, since the olden times. 
They have been named as ‘Kanchoth’ and ‘Dharam Divas’. 


Kanchoth 


Kanchoth is a festival of women, being celebrated for the prosperity 
and health of their husbands or would-be husbands and their prosper- 
ous married life. This festival is celebrated in the month of Magha of 
the Bikrami calendar, which generally falls at the end of January. On 
this particular day, the women fast till midday. Later, they make merry 
ind enjoy themselves. Women dance together and like Gorai dance, 

'¢ Fespect to each other by touching the feet of everyone and wishing 
them a Prosperous married life. Men usually spend this night with their 
amilies even if they should return from faraway places. 
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Dharam Divas 

The meaning of Dharam Divas is said to be- ‘Worship of the land’, 
This festival is also vibrant and is celebrated on 1* Chet of the Bikrami 
calendar every year when the spring season is at its bloom. On this day, 
the ploughing for the coming year starts as the winter season ends. The 
farmers and the peasants worship their plough, land and also their bull 


pairs. 


Makar Sankranti Festival 

Before Dharam Divas and on the following day of Lohri, i.e. on 1" 
of Magha Bikrami, one more festival of huge importance Makar Sank- 
ranti ©) starts in this region. This festival is also celebrated across differ- 
ent areas of North India. It seems that the festival reached Bhadarwah 
along with the Rajputs who had come from Punjab, etc. and settled 
here. 

During all these festivals, Pahari, Chambyali, Punjabi and Bhadar- 
wahi folk songs are sung but not without relevance to the ongoing 
seasons or festivals. 


Famous Folk Dances of Bhadarwah 


In the middle of the year that is from July to October, people in Bha- 
darwah get.some moments of respite and rest while they also pin hopes 
on reaping a good harvest. A season or period of Yatras (pilgrimages) 
starts within the borders of the entire undivided Tehsil in the last month 
of August. It is in this season when the ‘Kailash Yatra’ and ‘Mela Past 
also end. It is followed by the start of another session of Yasras known as 
Doosra Kud (lit.: Second ‘Kud)). Maize etc. is reaped in this season while 
as paddy still continues gracing the fields at some places. Dhaku dance is 
performed heavily at many separate places in the season. In the words of 
Professor Virendra Kumar: “Artistic value and success of the dance lie in 
the discipline and the synchronization of foot movements and han 
gestures despite such a large number of people.” 

After the reaping of paddy, a period of folk dances starts in Bhadas- 
wah. Professor Udhar Chand Thakur (Late) has mentioned three kinds 
of these dances.""! Dhaku Dance, Dholak Dance, and Ghoraie dance. 
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Dhaku Dance 
In the local fairs of Bhadarwah, a huge multitude of people actually 
ets entertained by Dhaku dance only, Kud dance is a misnomer for the 
ie Dhaku is the biggest and an important dance of Bhadarwah hav- 
ing its unique identity. Dressed in particular clothes, many people as- 
gemble and dance in a circle or circles in a unique way; with elaborate 
movements and twists of the whole body and well-planned steps for- 
yard and backward, their foot movements and hand gestures synchro- 
nizing with the beats of drum and other musical instruments, while 
singing aloud many pleasant and relevant folk songs of Bhadarwah. 
Dhaku dance is of three phases. The duration of each phase is nearly 
two hours. This Kud fair is held either during the day or the night but 
most of the fairs are held during the night when besides the moonlight, 
torches and lamps are lit. The Kud starts usually at 11 p.m. and contin- 
ues until the dawn of the day. Before the commencement (of the Kud), 
ataal (a traditional rhythmic pattern in classical Indian music. Tune] 
called Mathar is played on the indigenous drums called Dhons to sum- 
mon the people. In the words of (Late) Thakur Udhay Chand: “The 
first phase of the dance is performed at a tal called Akhoro Dhaku (single 
Dhaku) which consists of five matras (beats)- Dhin, Chon, te, Dhin, 
Chon. The second phase is performed at a tal called Lasatan (swift dou- 
ble), Both these ra/s are of eight matras each. The peculiarity of the third 
phase of dance in reference is that the sa/ is at its best and the kud is in 
full swing. The musician who beats the drum is joined by another with 
Chamaks (thin wooden rods) on the drum. The pace of the dance is 
fully accelerated to the pitch, the participants are in complete ecstasy 
and the spectators are in the joyful mood. This is the climax. When the 
light falls, the dance ceases, kud comes to a close and the people start 
turning back to their places with saés still ringing in their ears.”!"") 
Itis said that in the old days, the Dhaku dance, which doesn't hap- 
Pen any longer these days, was shared by both men and women. “The 
‘sential musical instruments required for such a dance are — a pair of 
‘ums, a pair of flutes, of Zhali (discs), a small bell, a narsingha (twisted 
ta) and a Karnah (straight horn). In the course of this dance, one of 
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the dancers is also required to recite some folk verse to be followed by 
others to bring more joy and rhythm to the dance. The Dhahky dance, 
in spite of its long duration, does not produce any boredom among the 
spectators. But, instead, every phase of the dance infuses fresh vigour, 
grace, and eagerness in the gathering.”"?! The musicians of this dance 
are known as Panjtari who in the old days were related to Megh and 
Dhom classes [low-caste Hindus]. But over time, people from other 
castes also started playing these folk tunes. 

Dhaku dance is celebrated mainly in the rural areas like Mathola, 
Manthala, Chinta, Bheja, etc. Geographically, the four corners of this 
valley are fixed for conducting this festival whose spheres of influence 
intersect each other thus covering the whole of the valley. This demar- 
cation facilitates easy participation of the people in these festivals and 
dances. The dance has gained importance not only at the State but at 
the National level as well. In the Kud dance, long cloaks of Pattoo and 
Pyjamas, bright-orange coloured turban and a black woolen Ka- 
mar-band waistband etc. made by local tailors are generally used. The 
dance has been performed many times at the local and national level. 
Primarily a tribute to Nag Devia, the dance has now become an import- 
ant part of the cultural identity of Bhadarwah. 


Dholak Dance 


The second kind of folk dance of Bhadarwah is Dholak dance. It isa 
kind of chorus dance which is performed together at any occasion and 
almost anywhere. It is a typical dance which is performed on several 
Occasions — marriages, social events, occasions of joy and public events. 
A group of people sits in a circle, One of them beats upon a drum while 
some others play the sarangi, a flute, and a harmonium respectively. 
The dancer having tied a pair of Ghungroos [musical anklets), sings and 
dances. The couplets of the folk song sung by him are repeated typical- 
ly by other group members to the claps of their hands. After some 
tounds of the dance, the dancer gradually sits down on his toes and the 
music is stopped. Similarly, after some time, the dancer starts singing 
the successive couplets of the song and the dance resumes. After short 
intervals, the dance keeps restarting and stopping to the accompani- 
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ment of the music and singing. The cycles continue until the song is 
sung completely. Later, at the demand or insistence by the people, some 
other chorus starts in the same way. In the end, the dancer is rewarded 
in cash oF kind in recognition of his art and talent. 


Ghoraie Dance 


The third kind of folk dance is Ghoraie dance which is restricted to 
the women-folk. In contrast to the Dhaku dance, no musical instru- 
ment is played upon in this dance but is however performed only to a 
specific tune of Ghoraie song, sung by the participating women. Only 
those women can participate in the dance whose husbands are alive. In 
fact, it is a suhaag [marital] dance performed as a tribute to the Gawri 
Devi. It is usually performed on the occasions of marriages or joy by 
the women-folk. Generally, it is considered more appropriate to per- 
form the dance on an important festival of Kanchoth which resembles 
the Karwachoth festival. In the words of Professor Virendra Kumar: 
“Ghurai (Ghoraie) dance’ is performed generally in the locality of 
Bhellusa (Bhalesa). As a dance, it is a parallel of Dhaku (dance) but 
exclusively a ladies group dance in which no musical instruments are 
used for rhythm. Ladies dance on the rhythm of songs while no song 
is sung in Dhaku.” 

This dance is performed during the winter festivals in the Illaqa 
Bhalesa and remains confined to its local women folk only. The cele- 
bration of a marriage anniversary is also related to this dance. On the 
occasion, the women fast and at sunrise, having fully dressed in new 
clothes and ornamented themselves, go to a stream or a spring for 
worshipping Gawri Devi (goddess Gawri), regarded as the consort of 
Lord Shiva, After the ceremony is over, the women touch each other's 
feet (as a mark of wishing each other) and come back to their places. 
The custom continues in the same manner for many days. The married 
women wish others, who in turn also give their good wishes and bless- 
ings for their long, and prosperous married lives. Then the women 
gather together at some place and dance while clapping their hands. 
While dancing in a circle, they bend down with folded hands touching 
the ground, wishing the Mother earth. At the close of the day, they 
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relish various delicacies and express their love by gifting flowers to 
their husbands. In return, they also receive gifts from them in an ex- 
pression of love. As per a legend, the songs sung on the occasion are in 
praise of Rani Kandni who had sacrificed her life for the welfare of her 
subjects. 


The Ancient Teerath (Pilgrimage) Sites and 
Yatras of Bhadarwah 


Nag Puja or the worship of the snakes started long back in Bhadar- 
wah like many other parts of India, which in the words of Sukh Dev 
Singh Charak: “makes for a supreme and important sect of the people 
of Bhadarwah. The sect has largely given birth to some complicated 
legends and events related to the Nagas and probably, also to some such 
narratives of the superiority of the tribe among these mountainous 
tribes that were long forgotten with the passage of time.”") 

Among its old Yatras, the pilgrimages of ‘Kailash Yatra’ and ‘Sona 
Bain’ are counted very important. Mountains of ‘Kailash Mountain’ 
and ‘Sona Bain’ not only serve as pilgrimage sites but also as the nodal 
centers of these Yatras. 


Kailash Yatra 


Kailash Yatra is counted as the oldest pilgrimage of the Bhadarwah 
region. In addition to possessing huge religious importance, it also 
bears a cultural and touristic value. The local Hindus participate in it 
with much pomp and show. People from other areas of the District also 
join the pilgrims. Some people come here to undertake a tour of Kailash 
Mountain and its adjoining landscapes and beautiful pastures for mere- 
ly recreational purposes. 


The Historical Background of Kailash Yatra 


Hindus of Bhadarwah believe that this mountain has been the abode 
of Shiv Ji and Basak Nag or Vasuki Nag and the yatra has been in vogue 
since the old times. It is said that the Yatra is held in commemoration 
of some events including Vasuéi Nag’s miraculous escape along with his 
tribe from the hands of Garuda in Kashmir who later, after being P™ 
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ted by Lord Shiva to make this Kund his abode, took refuge in 
Kailash Kund while Garuda was still after his life. 

Whereas on the one hand, Vasuki Nag considering that they were 
the sons of the same father Maharishi Kashyap, didn’t want to fight 
Garuda; Garuda on the other, forgetting the sanctity of this relation- 
ship had become a very powerful and insurmountable enemy to him. 
Because of Shiv Ji’s presence in Kailash, Vaswki Nag fled towards Kailash 
via Gao-Peeda. From there, he reached the place of Ram Kund and 
hoodwinking Garuda fled through a fissure of a big rock at Ghan Thak, 
and then leaping across the lower side of a huge stone of Shank Padar 
is said to have reached another place tired and scared, where he fell 
asleep. In the meantime, Garuda also reached there. When he awoke, 
he started trembling in fear and fled again to plunge and hide into 
Kailash Kund. Garuda was tired waiting but Vasuki Nag kept hiding in 
the lake. Despite a thousand attempts, Garuda could not drain out the 
water of the lake. And at last, Garuda stopped chasing Vasuki Nag and 
returned to Kashmir. The legend says that Lord Shiva entrusted his 
abode Kailash to his devotee Vasuki Nag. This event is commemorated 
in the form of Kailash Yatra. It was after this event that Hindus started 
regarding the mountain as a sacred pilgrimage place. 


mit 


The Departure of the Yatra 


Kailash Yatra is started every year in the last week of August or ear- 
ly days of September, which proceeds from Vasuki Nag temple located 
at Gatha towards Kailash. Yatra starts from this temple at around 
09:00 hours in the morning with the beating of drums, melodious 
tunes of flutes amidst chants of slogans and Shlokas [verses from Hin- 
du scriptures] in devotion to Vasuki Nag. First of all, the pilgrims wor- 
ship the Chhari Mubarak (Holy Mace) showering flowers on it and 
then proceed in the form of a procession towards Nagar. People from 
the surrounding areas with offerings like fruits, flowers, rice, and 
scents, etc, welcome the Chhari Mubarak and the pilgrims. On the 
other hand, people from Tehsil Budhu, Tehsil Billawar, Bani, etc. also 
se) the procession of the Yatris and proceed collectively towards 

ilash, Many social and religious organizations and philanthropists 
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manage Langars or community kitchens and serve the food to the pil- 
grims. The yatris generally wait for some time in Nagar town until 
other yatris from Vasuki temple Bhadarwah also join them with anoth- 
er Chhari. The Yatra then reaches Songli where they drink the water 
from a spring called Kalinag and proceed towards Kailash. After leay- 
ing from village Songli, a slope starts rising along Nala rivulet along 
their way. Despite being hard and arduous, the route passes through 
lush evergreen forests and scenic spots bedecked with colourful flow- 
ers. Located at a short distance from village Nalthi, people stay over- 
night at Hanyeiha village and then proceed towards Jagu Gadh the 
next morning. Jagu Gadh is a beautiful stream, where after having 
taken lunch and some rest, the pilgrims proceed further on their jour- 
ney. While traversing this mountain, they cross the rocky strip of Gao 
Peeda. This place, as per the Hindu belief, is related to Vasuk Nag be- 
cause he had transformed into a Cow at this place while fleeing away. 
The cow is known as ‘Gau’ in the local dialect. After having traversed 
this rocky strip, the yatris while gradually ascending pass through the 
boughs laden with beautiful wild flowers before they reach Ram Tund. 
The peak of Ram Tund overlooks a green pasture of a valley that hous- 
es residential huts of Gujjars. Some of the yatris stop here only while 
some proceed ahead with the Chhari Mubarak to the alluring valley of 
Gan Thak where they are stunned by the natural beauty and lush green 
meadows of its surroundings particularly Sewaj Dhaar. A legend says 
that out of the fear of Garuda, Vasuki Nag had transformed into a 
Honeybee at this spot. Here, yatris again relish some snacks like tea 
etc. in the Langars organized by the people of Bhadarwah. After taking 
some rest, they pass through a bushy and grassy valley, from where 
they move through two big rocks of Shagerhni and reach Shankh Pa- 
dar. One can easily see the Bhadarwah valley besides the mountains 
tops of Padar as well as Sewaj Dhaar and Sona Bain, etc. from this 
place. A famous legend says that when Vasuki Nag reached Padar, he 
had thrown down his Shankh [conch shell] in thirst and, after getting 
and drinking the water proceeded towards Kailash. Upon reaching 
Kund, he had eaten its green gtass to satiate his hunger. This sweet 
grass is tasted by pilgrims even today, The yatra reaches Kailash Kund 
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with much pomp and show, and the pedestrian route of 24 miles is 
thus traversed. 

The mention of this Kund has also been made in the Vasuki Purana. 
The pilgrims take a holy bath in the Kund (Lake) to get salvation from 
their sins. People also donate some charity to the poor which is believed 
to be requited back after one’s death. Thus, the Yatra based on a lot of 
religious beliefs and legends comes to an end. Some people pitch their 
tents at the Kund for a couple of days while some stay at some lower 
lakes or Sewaj Dhaar, etc. However, the Chhari Mubarak or Holy mace 
after being washed in the freezing water of Kailash Kund is brought 
back to Vasuki Nag temple Gatha the next morning. Jammu and Kash- 
mir Government under the leadership of Ghulam Nabi Azad has tried 
to bring these places of huge religious and touristic importance on the 
tourist maps."“! The pilgrims or Yatris would earlier face a lot of hard- 
ships on this pilgrimage, which are however being eased now by the 
government. 


The Holy Abode of Sona Bain 


Among the ancient pilgrimage places of Bhadarwah, Sona Baoli or 
Sona Bain [bowl like a deep well made up of gold] is a very popular 
place which is situated near Padri Pass in the south-east of Mountain 
Kailash at a height of around 12418 ft. This mountain, in the middle 
of which lies located Sona Bain, is named as Ashapati. The colossal 
mountain stands guard at a higher reach between village Gardandi and 
village Thanala, which can be clearly seen from the Bhadarwah town 
and other areas of the Bhadarwah valley as well. It is located at a dis- 
tance of around 10 miles from Bhadarwah town. Bhadarwah-Chamba 
Toad passes through its lap and while turning around Padri proceeds to 
“hamba, The beauty of Ashapati and the fascinating view of its loca- 
“on can be enjoyed from the Kailash Kund also. Chattergala Pass that 
also determines the regional boundary of Bhadarwah, Bani, Basohli 
"oad is located in its south. 

Sona Bain is like a bowl-shaped depression in the lap of Mountain 

hapati which forms one of the closest glaciers of Bhadarwah. Snow 
‘valanches hit the peaks every year filling its bosom with a huge amount 
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of snow, which later keeps melting slowly until the end of May. This 
mountain is an epitome of Nature's artistry which manifolds the beau- 
ty of Illaqa Athkhar and the Bhadarwah valley. The naked peaks of this 
mountain get snowcapped during the winters along with the dense and 
lush green forests that form its lower areas. 


Sona Bain Yatra 


Every year pilgrims from Bhadarwah, its surroundings, and other far 
away areas gather here with dozens of Chharis of Vasuki Nag in their 
hands, chanting his invocations. They worship Ashat Dev and also per- 
form other rituals before returning back. Taking bath and offering ob- 
lations in the night of pitri-Amavasya (the fifteenth night of the dark 
half of Assuj) on the Ashapati pilgrimage is considered very sacred, 
which helps the devotees earn the Punni ( virtue or virtuous deeds). 

Many legends and events have been related to this Yatra of which 
mentioning a few should be in the interest of readers. Mr. Desh Raj 
Katil, in one of the write-ups ‘Athkhar’ speaks of one such event as fol- 
lows: 

“When Pandva Naresh Dharam Raj Yudhistra planned to organize 
Ashwamedha Yagya''*) [Horse Sacrifice Ritual]at the capital of his King- 
dom Indraprastha, he sent forth his detachments in all the four direc- 
tions under the command of sturdy gunmen in the search of a horse of 
many qualities required for the Yagya [Holy Fire Vedic ritual]. One of 
these detachments reached Bhadarwah where they found a Sham Karan 
horse of many such qualities on the Ashapati Dhaar. But without any 
knowledge and permission of Raja Savan of this place, they reached 
back to Indraprastha along with the horse. When Raja Savan came to 
know about it, he was enraged. He cursed that whoever had taken his 
horse as robbers do should become a beggar and return back to his 
palace. It is said that because of this curse, Pandavas were forced i 
come wandering to Raja Savan’s kingdom also after losing their entre 
dominion.” 

Another event has been mentioned by Sukh Dev Singh Charak as: 
“The second Tirtha is a mountain peak at a height of 12408 ft. above 

sea level which is located in the south-east of the upper part of Padri 
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dis famously known as Sona Bain, This name has been derived 
Pass ant ste 

from the Sanskrit word Suvarna- Vapi which means ‘a pond of gold’, in 
de background of which a tale has been narrated that a pond once 
existed at the peak which was enclosed in bricks of gold. A certain 
Brahmin mounted on his Panch-Kalyani horse used to go towards the 
pond. The horse had white patches on his forehead and hoofs, which 
were considered sacred. One day the wife of the Brahmin appeased him 
to get some bricks from the pond to their home. However, when he 
visited the pond, he found it hidden forever.” 

Dr Pritam Krishan Koul has mentioned this event related to the 
horse on page 145 in ‘Himalayan Principalities’ as: “The founder of this 
dynasty (in the ancient capital of Doungha Nagar) seems to have been 
Jobnath and his heir apparent was Megnath. As these names are associ- 
ated with events which are supposed to have taken place in the time of 
Pandavas, we ought to regard them as purely mythical. It is said that 
Pandavas wanted a Panch-Kalyani horse [a horse with five ‘Good mark- 
ings from god] to offer Ashvamedha sacrifice. The horse was not to be 
found but ultimately was discovered to be with Jobnath. The Pandavas 
marched against him, and there was a battle near the capital, in which 
Jobnath was defeated and the horse was taken. Jobnath and his heir 
apparent Meghnath died in their palace at Doungha Nagar.” 

One of the beliefs about Sona Bain is also chat water issues from this 
spring but only once a year on Pitri-Amavasya i.e the fifteenth night of 
the dark half of Assuj. On this day, the pilgrims visit the place to take a 
bath in its sacred waters and for praying for the peace of their deceased 
ancestors. Although the majority of them return to their homes the 
next day, some of them stop at Bheja village and participate in the an- 
nual festival (mela) celebrated there during the night. They sing and 
dance during the entire night while the people of Bheja generously host 
them, Mr. G.N. Ganhar in his famous book ‘Jammu Shrines and Pil- 
iced (p: 80) mentions of this pilgrimage as: “Like many other 

utes, Ashapati has its own legend. It is said that in by-gone times, 
*Pati was a nice spring whose water was available to the residents of 

* Village Bamlakhi, at the foot of the mountain and was the cause of 

“ prosperity. The spring was, however, known to but one old wom- 
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an. One day she could not go to the place as she was indisposed. She, 
therefore, sent her daughter-in-law. When she got to the place, she 
found a golden ball-like object swimming on its surface. She tried to 
get hold of it but in vain. Tired, she threw her scarf over it and rushed 
to her parents to seek their assistance in getting hold of the ball of gold. 
But when she returned, she found the spring nowhere and its place 
taken up by a huge block of clay and snow.” 

“According to another version, when she returned there was a big 
landslide which buried her and the spring both. According to a slightly 
different version, the spring was enclosed in bricks of gold (whence the 
name Sun-Baoli or golden spring). When she tried to remove one of 
them, the mountainside came down to bury her and the spring both.” 

According to still another version; in the by-gone times, a Raja 
named as Ashapati itself used to rule Ashapati and the areas of its ad- 
joining Athakhahar, whose wife used to take a bath at this spring. The 
haze of all these legends has greatly impeded us from reaching to the 


true event. 


Chhota Manimahesh Yatra 


Among the famous Yatras of the old Bhadarwah, one is held from 
Mothi Behota to Ramratchan (Basohli) that was earlier undertaken 
only by people of Marmat. It starts on Reshi Panchmi {the fifth day in 
the Bhadrapad month of the Lunar calendar}, the fourteenth day after 
Janmashtami {festival celebrating the birth of Krishna} from Mothi Be- 
hota itself. It is known as ‘Chhota Mani Mahesh Yatra’. A Bhandhans 
(Public mess) is organized on the first day of the Yatra. It is stated that 
centuries ago, few men of Palail tribe from Himachal Pradesh migrated 
and settled at Mothi Behota Marmat. People from this very dynasty 
still perform the role of Head Chella of Mani Mahesh Yatra of Himach- 
al Pradesh. A Chella from this Palail dynasty also leads the Yatra in Be- 
hota. It is also stared that among the Palail migrants, one old man 
found a Shiv Lingam [an abstract depiction of Lord Shiva] carved in 
black stone while ploughing in his fields which he kept at his house. 
After some days, he carried the Lingam in a palanquin and started his 
journey with few others of Marmat area. Before embarking on the jour 
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he is also said to have arranged for a Bhandhara [community feast]. 
A Shi Asthan [abode of Lord Shiva] exists at Mothi since the by-gone 
times, The first stop of the Yatra is at Jaroth where other yatris from 
Kartik Swami Temple of Sudh Mahadev also join the procession. The 
cond stop is at Thana where a Kali Beer (Bhairav) temple exists to the 
present day. The third stop of the Yatra is at Upper Behota, where an 
Asthan or abode of Beer Baba exists under the shadow of a Sinnu tree. 
Traditional Kud dance is held at this place during the night on the re- 
turn of the Yatra. The first night of the pilgrimage passes at Nerellah, 
where one male sheep (or goat) is sacrificed as a religious offering to 
Bhairav Baba, A halvah (pudding) is made from maize flour and gur 
(raw sugar) during the night, which is again offered at Ramratchan. 
Ramratchan Mountain is at a height of 8000 meters above sea level. 
Nerellah is located at a distance of around 10-12 kilometers from vil- 
lage Mothi which is traversed on the first day of the Yatra. Second-day 
journey starts on steep terrain. At Adhamdhaku, the pilgrims start 
chanting traditional Bhajans known as Anjali in the local language. The 
second halt is made at Chhaydee Ghoot and third at Chandi Mata near 
Ramratchan where pilgrims coming from another side of the mountain 
also join the pilgrimage. The second-day journey is about 6-7 kilome- 
tets. The return journey is started on the same day through a route, 
about 14-15 kilometers in length up to Upper Behota. At Ramratchan, 
the Head Chella performs religious rituals while the pilgrims present 
their bread and Aalvahs at the Lingham situated near the lake. And 
then, the Kud dance starts. The Trishuls (trident) and other things are 
dipped here in the lake before being carried back on their return. The 
Water of this lake is very cold and pellucid. Yatris start their return jour- 
hey with Chharis, beating drums and playing Shankh, Narsingha, 
conch shells, traditional bugles] etc. No temple exists at this place. 
Owever, a lake 500 meters in circumference at such a height is worth 
ie The Shiv Lingham at Mothi is Jalehree Shiv Lingham, the like of 
Much isn't available in the other parts of the area, except one in Rote 
Nears Yatris also get delighted in passing through wild herbal 
: 'S pleasant and lush green meadows and jungles along the pilgrim- 
* ‘he yatra in the year AD 2008 started on 4" September. "! 
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of Bhadarwah 


References/Notes 


Translator’s Note: Nag Panchami or Naga Panchami is traditional worship 
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Note: For details please refer to The Ancient Temples of Bhadarwah 
Reference: ‘Cultural Heritage’; By N.C. Kotwal, p: 36-37 


Note: Muslim peasants start ploughing only after giving some charity to the 


I. 
ee dasseh Note: Makara Sankranti, Maghi, is a festival day in the Hindu 
calendar, in reference to Surya Devta (sun god). It is observed each year in 
January. It marks the first day of sun's transit into the Makara (Capricorn), 
marking the end of the month with the winter solstice and the start of lon- 
ger days. It is one of the few ancient Indian festivals that has been observed 
according to solar cycles, while most festivals are set by the lunar cycle of the 
junisolar Hindu calendar. 
[Source: Wikipedia with references. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Makar_ 
Sankranti] 
Reference: ‘Shaheen’ Magazine Bhadarwah College, 1971 
Reference: ‘Shaheen’ Magazine Bhadarwah College, 1971 
‘Shaheen’ Magazine Bhadarwah College, Essay Thakur Udhay Chand, 
1971, p:34 
‘Shaheen’ Magazine Bhadarwah College, Essay Thakur Udhay Chand, 
1971, p:34 
Reference: Professor Sukh Dev Singh Charak 
Details have been provided in another Chapter. 
Translator’s Note: In the Hindu epic Mahabharata, Yudhishthira was the el- 
dest son of King Pandu and Queen Kunti, and the King of Indraprastha and 
later of Hastinapura. The Ashvamedha is a horse sacrifice ritual followed by 
the Srauta tradition of Vedic religion. It was used by ancient Indian kings to 
Prove their imperial sovereignty: a horse accompanied by the kings warriors 
would be released to wander for a period of one year. In the territory tra- 
versed by the horse, any rival could dispute the king's authority by ou 
ing the warriors accompanying it. After one year, if no enemy had managec 
to kill or capture the horse, the animal would be guided back to the kings 
ios It would be then sacrificed, and the king would be declared a5 an 
Undisputed sovereign. 
Journal ‘Baz’ Shai Essay ‘Athakhar’ By Des Raj Katil: ape 
oe and abridged; Sunday Magazine- Kashmir Times, 31% 

» Write-up by Mr. Bhushan Das. 


O4 


Fine Arts 


Types of Fine Arts 


tee existing fine arts of Bhadarwah include all the types generally 
related to this form of art. Art has been generally divided into six 
types, including Architecture, Music, Painting and Sculpturing, The- 
atre, Dance, Poetry and Literature, etc. 


Stone Carving and Sculpturing 


According to a famous sculptor of this erstwhile kingdom of Bha- 
darwah, Mr, Indar Manhas, “Presentation of objects with some kind of 
bulges and in-cuts or colour pigments on a surface is one of the greatest 
activities of man. This activity called Fine-Arts places together music, 
sculpture, painting, and architecture that can be enjoyed and appreci- 
ated with the least technical knowledge. It has not only enticed the 
human mind and emotions with aesthetic pleasure, but also remained 
useful in earning not only name and fame, but wealth as well. 

While naming the fine arts of Bhadarwah as ‘ Bhadarkala’ , he writes: 

The Bhadarkala is a justified term to be used for the art done in Bha- 
datwah since time immemorial. Bhadarwahkala in its widest sense 
Places together all branches of fine arts. Here also these arts have creat- 
oda Magical effect on the minds and economy of Bhadarwahi people. 
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Since religious structures are found in Bhadarwah, it is obvious that 
fine art has been encouraged and influenced by the Sanatan (ancient) 
philosophy. The change in approach towards art entered Bhadarwahka- 
la i.e Bhadarwah art in post half of the 20® century about hundred and 
twenty-five years later than the rest of the world” which has its intrinsic 
individuality and according to Mr. Manhas, “now Bhadarwahkala art. 
ists are in no sense any behind than the contemporary world art con- 
cepts, It is worth mentioning here that Bhadarwahkala was, is and will 
remain absolutely different from Basohli, Chamba, Dogra, Kashmiri, 
Gandhara, Gupta or Chola arts.” 

In the old principality of Bhadarwah, this Kada (art) started with the 
carving of statues at many different places. Among these statues, Sungli 
Bawli, Rebushira Mata, Shiv statue of village Manthala, the statue of 
Kali Mata installed at village Nalthi and Vasuki Nag in Bhadarwah, and 
statues of Jamvatvahana besides the statue existing at village Gatha are 
excellent specimens of sculpturing of that period. Upon observing these 
statues, the art seems to have reached its zenith those days. These stat- 
ues have been carved out of the black stone found in Mushdev stream, 
about one and a half miles away from village Sartingal. In the words of 
Indar Manhas, “This is wonderfully managed by carving broad shoul- 
ders, long arms, symbolic abhaydan, Shankh and Chakra in hands, 
beautiful crowns and snakes around the heads which show that the 
artist was not only a master carver but well versed in yoga practice also. 
On minutely observing the statues, one realizes that the artist has suc- 
cessfully portrayed and transformed his spiritual thoughts and feelings 
about Vishnu through his artwork and has left no stone unturned into 
making them as some spectacular masterpieces of art. Besides them; the 
folk dances, folk music, festivals and fairs, and other entertaining hob- 
bies related to its old culture and traditions” are a living testimony 
the fact that this principality despite its backwardness has not lagged 
behind in terms of these cultural and traditional elements than any 
other place. In fact, it has gained a unique and distinctive status in that 
regard overtimes. 

In addition to the temple statues, the specimens of stone-carving ©49 
also be found throughout the place in the form of springs, whose mouths 
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have been engraved with the images of the Nagas 
are representative memorials of the Naga cultu 
a dire need to promote the local Fine and oth 
improve the local economic condition as well 

Ic is stated that the art of stone-carving and sculpturing is very old in 
Bhadarwah, the roots of which go back to the Vedic period. The glimps- 
es of this art of erstwhile principality can be seen in the statues installed 
in the wooden temples of Bhadarwah. Statues carved in wood also ex- 
isted at Asar and Bulandpur (Marmat), which are now under the charge 
of Department of Archeology. In addition to it, some statues have also 
been found at a height of 10000 ft. at village Dehra Top, again in the 
Marmat area. Paul Raja had got the statues of Vasuk Nak temple made 
bya sculptor Basti Ram called from Chamba. It is said that after carv- 
ing the statues, his hand was cut off and was allotted 100 Kanals of land 
at Sartingal, I 

Mr. Indar Manhas had got associated with stone-carving and 
sculpturing ever since his college days, who created some excellent 
specimens made in stone and Plaster of Paris (PoP). Before AD 1947, 
Khwaja Ghulam Ahmad Khateeb of Bhadarwah also used Plaster of 
Paris (PoP) in his sculpture work and had gained great expertise in 
this art. During the communal riots, he migrated from Jammu to 
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (PoK). He had carved some statues of 


Mahatma Gandhi and some other leaders which were however rav- 
aged in the turmoil. 


(snakes). These springs 
re of Bhadarwah. There is 
er allied arts that can also 


Portraiture and Painting 


“W.C, Archer in his book, “Indian Painting of the Punjab Hills” 
makes it clear that there had been schools of painting in Bhadarwah 
and Kishtwar. Some impaired pieces of painting have been acquired by 

€ Research and Publications Department of our state. The paintings 
of Bhadarwah show a resemblance with Basohli Kalam. But certain 
Pieces are much immature as compared with Basohli painting. The 
Peintings were exhibited in a building used as a local court (Wazir 


uilding), There is a less variety of hand in the case of Kishtwar as com- 
Pared to Bhadarwah.”!4 
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In the present times, Professor Shabir Ahmad Qazi a gifted artist has 
presented some admirable works before us. Qazi Sahib was drawn to- 
wards this art form ever since his college days and has now been con- 
tributing to this art since some time. Before him, Khwaja Ghulam Ah- 
mad Khateeb had gained great expertise in this art too. But sadly he 
couldn’t get a chance to work here. In those times, the place didn’t have 
any admirers of this art form also. Nevertheless, today a few local ama- 
teur young artists are working hard to gain expertise in this field. 


Architecture 


The architectural style of the neighbouring states of Bhadarwah has 
considerably influenced Bhadarwah’s old architecture, which is proven 
by numerous temples of this old Jagir commonly constructed in wood. 
Its architectural style resembles more with the old architecture of 
Chamba. Some of these temples were constructed in the eleventh or the 
twelfth century AD. Of these, Kali Mandir is stated to be the oldest 
temple of the place, being one of the four temples that had been con- 
structed according to the Naga cult. Some of the temples of Bhadarwah 
present excellent models of rich stone-carving and sculpturing. Howev- 
er, the stone carvings on doors, etc. of hundreds of these temples have 
now gradually eroded. Moreover, the pyramidal roofs of the temples are 
now being reconstructed in C.G.I. sheets rather than wood. Naga tem- 
ples used to be simple structures with square foundations laid in stone. 
Wood and stone were laid in alternating rows in these structures and 
some carved stones were also used in the construction. This architectur- 
al style had actually come here from Punjab, which was used there in 
the temples made for Devi Pooja and Naga Pooja. Temples were often 
constructed at a higher land. In case of a high plinth, a flight of steps 
was attached to its front side which was made by carving out good 
quality stones. Besides facilitating the people in and out of the temple, 
this staircase would add to the overall aesthetics of the temple. An open 
verandah was also constructed with the temple which was covered over 
by the roof. Generally, the temple had a conical roof and a single en- 
trance door, The central portion of the temple was also a specimen of 
the stone masonry. Deodar wood found in abundance at the place was 
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ly used in the construction of the temples. Man 
nee to the present day throughout Bhad. 
s 


sre now being renovated on modern construction lines by teplacing the 
worn out wood by materials like cement, sand, steel, etc, besides C.G.I 
sheets in these temples, However, the roof portion of the temple still 
tapers gradually in the upward direction until the kalasha {lit.: spire] as 
pet the old style. The spire is made by placing small Pots one atop the 
other, their girth reducing towards the pinnacle. These are generally 
golden in colour. A Mandap [lit.: a mandapam or temple porch] is also 
constructed in the front area of every temple. Vaswki temple of Bhadar- 
wah is an elegant specimen of Bhadarwah’s old architecture that strong- 
ly contrasts the Lakshmi Narayan temple constructed recently at the 
place. Similarly, the Gupt Ganga temple portrays the old architecture 
of Bhadarwah, 

So far as the construction of masjids (mosques) in Bhadarwah valley 
and its old parts is concerned, they are a reflection of the Mughal Ar- 
chitecture, having carved stone slabs or simple stones as their founda- 
tion. Limestones and mud mortar was used in the construction of these 
old mosques which has now been replaced by cement. Generally, the 
masjids are constructed after assessing the number of expected wor- 
shippers, Wood was mostly used in the construction of different floors 
of these masjids. The building plan would be prepared by the local 
mPenters who also played a major role in its construction. ret all 
ns Masjids used to be constructed with sloping wooden sk wi : oe 

"mediating big wooden posts erected for support while as the ro : 

" Masjids in many rural areas used to be flat with a central mane : 
es a Minaret]. Masjids in the towns were constructed on ie 
ith project its front side or on all sides while 
mi Projecting verandahs on its J a bie central 

“4s Werte erected on each of its corners that surrounded a big 
0  corihed in bold letters on 

“: The verses of the Holy Quran were inscribed in rae 
“Windows of the dome and on the front side of on Samia Masjid 
of bibs - oe epecdeintatye ae i ss A sloping 
tin roe ; “ which has also been ese revent snow or rain 
from 8 laid on almost every masjid so as ¢0 2 and bathrooms, 
“mulating over it. The provisions for toilets 


Y wooden temples 
arwah. These old temples 
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etc. are also provided at the mosque with an ensured continuous supply 
of water. Minbar [pulpit] and Mihrab [a niche within the mosque]; 
Gumband [dome] and Minar [minaret]; and the overall architectural 
style of these mosques are mostly influenced by Mughal and West- Asi- 
atic architecture. 

The Khangahs [Muslim shrines] of Bhadarwah have also taken a 
considerable influence from the Kashmiri Architecture, that are mostly 
made in wood. They suggest an impression of the Rishi style of wooden 
embroidery of Kashmir. The netted Pinjra Kari [wooden lattice work] 
is also used in their construction. Some Khangahs are also being reno- 
vated now. Cement, steel, and wood are now mostly used in these Mas- 
jids, Mandirs, and Khangahs, etc, Latest appliances and equipment are 
now being used for ensuring their cleanliness and maintenance. 

New technologies are also influencing the construction of bridges, 
houses, and other constructions at the place. There was a time when the 
houses were constructed only in the old style, built in a very simple 
fashion. Stone and mortar were mostly used in them along with wood. 
The flat roofs constructed in wood were spread over by layers of soft 
clay and leveled. The tapering chimney of the ‘kitchen-room’ made in 
wood and mortar, rose immediately above the chutha [traditional fire 
pot] to connect with the roof in such a way that allowed the smoke to 
pass easily through it. A big hole in this part of the roof was surrounded 
by small stones on the three sides and a large stane was positioned over 
them. In this way, the smoke was completely pulled out of the house. A 
couple of doors, small transoms, and a few windows were also provided 
in the house and this was where the people lived their lives. The kitchen 
was provided in a room and the people would also sleep in the same 
room while the firewood, food supplies, water pitchers, etc. were also 
kept in it. 

Before AD 1947, only a few houscholds of Bhadarwah had tin- 
roofed houses while all the remaining (around 95%) of the houses had 
leveled clay roofs. This was primarily because the area was difficult to 
traverse. Horses and the mules could pass through only a few tracks. 
The common people travelled on foot. In such conditions, how could 
C.G.I sheets or other building materials be transported to this place? 
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hand, the people lived largely in destitution save a few 
rtheless, the conditions changed after the democratic 
e country. Many people gained employment and new 


The construction style of the bridges has also greatly improved. In 
the old days, the use of footbridges was common in rural areas. One or 
wo trunks were laid across the river or streams joining its two banks 
which were walked upon by the people to cross the rivers or streams. 
Then the trussed bridges were made which were constructed by the 
local carpenters generally in wood. Now bridges are being constructed 
onthe modern lines at an expenditure of crores of rupees. The work on 
around 5 bridges has been started on the Neeru river itself in Bhadar- 
wah in the last two years. In addition to it, bridges are also being con- 
structed in IWaga Bhalesa and Marmat, etc. New technologies are being 
used in the construction of all these bridges. It is important to mention 
here that the construction of the Bhadarwah Fort, etc. has been ex- 


Plained in a separate chapter. 


The Art of Music 


or a a society or sect expresses its states of joy, delight, sorrow 
inventj tough different mediums. Man first entertained his heart by 
Sttin, i and using instruments like flutes, utes, and Yaktara (single 
fee hi . traditional guitars) in the open atmosphere and vented out his 
u hi md emotions. Because of the gradual evolution of different 
Mentg 8 In poetry, he got compelled to form such musical instru- 
e pee could complement these poetry compositions. In this way; 
ry but oe music and words kept promoting not only the art of po- 
ing iny *° of music, while many types of musical instruments aa 
Poetry oi whose music infused new colours in the expression © 
Pt evolyi ea it more appropriate and alluring. New forms of sie 
Ne to ¢ ‘ng in special styles which produced a new effect, depth, ani 
folk He melody of the song. On the other hand, folklore gave birt 
"8s and folk poetry while common of classical poetty kept 
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promoting classical music. Nonetheless, more the types of beats, tunes 
ot phrases of the music, more they enchant a human heart. The tunes 
of folk music of Bhadarwah are more captivating and attractive than 
other genres. They can be more enjoyed during local festivals, fairs, or 
other occasions related to marriages or agricultural practice amidst cel- 
ebrations at these places. 

‘The traditional music often referred to as the Folk Music of Bhadar- 
wah witnesses the usage of Chang (lutes), rabab (traditional stringed 
instrument), Basuri (flutes), Dhol (drums), Surnaie (big size Autes), 
Nagara (big drums), Yak taza (single-stringed instrument like a guitar), 
etc. Before starting the Kud or Dhaku dances, the tune Malhar Tal is 
played on a special kind of Dhon (indigenous drum) by which people 
are directed to gather at a particular spot or place. During the folk 
dances especially Dhaku dance, different kinds of musical instruments 
are used including drums, flutes, bells, narsinga (traditional trumpet) 
and Karnah (straight horn), etc. During Dholak dance which is often 
performed at marriage occasions or during national events, musical in- 
struments like a small Dholak, a sarangi, a flute, and a harmonium are 
used. The sweet tunes of Tanpura are also heard at some places. Accord- 
ing to a legend, the harmonium was introduced at this place by the 
Gupta clan (Kala Clan). Also, Late Malik Ghulam Mustafa (father of 
Tanveer Bhadarwahi) is said to have purchased and brought here one 
gramophone along with a harmonium, It is possible that during the 
period of Raja Nag Paul (The Second) also, some musical instruments 
could have been brought here from Delhi along with the Mirasi clan. 

Nakara or large drums (Nagada in the local dialect) are played on 
the marriage occasions in thythm with the drums and Surnaie {Indian 


musical instrument resembling a flute]. Until recently, the enchanting 


tunes of Surnaie could be heard for days together during the Muslim 
marriages which later 


got restricted only to the moments of the grooms 
departure. These are now tarely played at all. This art needs to be re- 
vived and kept alive. At occasions like marriages Dholak {hand-drum), 
Baenju {traditional string instrument], Glass, Ghadaya Gagar (large 
copper pitchers] and Chumte (pair of tongs) are also used, which are 


considered as important parts of the music at the local level. Rabab 
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flute like instrument] and Sarangi [traditional short-necked stringed 
instrument], etc. are also played at some places in the music gatherings. 
In the old times, a Dafla [tabour] was played at the death of some old 
person. This ritual is again extinct now. However, sometimes musical 
tunes are produced by beating wooden sticks and clapping hands on a 
special rhythm during the folk dances. During the Dholak dance, the 
dancer having Ghungroo [musical anklets] tied to his ankles dances 
while singing. Nowadays, electronic instruments have started replacing 
the traditional musical instruments and it seems that our music created 
by centuries of hard work and commitment will get washed away ina 
foreign storm and deprive us of the bewitching and enchanting tunes 
of our folk music. We ought to preserve, practice and promote not only 
these musical instruments but also all the forms of music so that this 
inherited and unparalleled native art remains alive and becomes eternal 
at every level. Surnaie (Shakhsar) clan first played the Shehnai (Surnaie) 
in Bhadarwah proper. Fateh Ju Sarnai and his brothers from the clan 
held a distinguished status for playing the Sufiana or Sufi music. The 
enchanting tunes produced by their Shehnai on the beats and modula- 
tions of the Nagaras were often played on the occasions of Eids or 
during marriages functions. The tunes of Kashmiri ‘Rouff {traditional 
dance of Kashmir] played at dawns on Shehnai during Eids bring about 
a colourfulness and attraction in the atmosphere and surroundings of 
Bhadarwah. Late Ghulam Muhammad Shaksaz was the last leader of its 
caravan. His brothers by modulating the Nagaras along with him would 
make the tunes of Shehnai sound ever more attractive. 


Famous Musicians and Singers of Bhadarwah 


-Ifan attempt is made to document the names and their respective 
artistic capabilities of all the local artists related to the art of music and 
Singing, the pages of many extensive books would fall short. Consider- 
ing this huge number of people, we would, therefore, restrict the sub- 
Ject to naming only a few elder and elite musicians, singers and artists 

fore bringing this chapter to an end. 

‘Ong the old musicians, the names of some artists who had come 


here from outside are still afresh within the hearts of the patrons here, 


|600] The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


among which the mystic ‘Kundum Baba’ holds the prime position, 
Baba Sahib striking his Yaksara again and again infused the sparks of 
music among the youth and elderly alike, some of which turned out to 
be good musicians soon after. Another elderly person who is often 
mentioned with respect to music is known as ‘Baba Gadhri’ who had 
probably come here from Karnataka. Another Baba (saint) was ‘Prem 
Giri’ who was a renowned musician. ‘Sindhya Baba’ showed the marvel 
of his music compositions in the charming valley of Chinta. All these 
musicians are counted among the founders of music here, although the 
art of music was not so behind during the period of Paul rulers. Unfor- 
tunately, we do not know the names of the artists and singers of that 
period but the folklore bears witness to the fact that the art of music in 
Bhadarwah is very old. Indeed, these musicians disappeared within the 
atmosphere of this place whose samadhis [tombs] however still exist in 
some temples, 

Around the year AD 1947, among the famous musicians and artists, 
Lala Gobind Ram Gupta, Raheem Joo Shpadi Waley, Tej Ram Chadak, 
Brammo Mattu, Fageer Chand Gadhyal, Kotwal Iqbal Krishan, Kanw- 
al Naen Nighat, Thakur Udhay Chand, Master Chuni Lal, Lala Mol 
Raj, Rasa Javedani, Lala Mehar Chand Gupta (Kala) Talib Bhalesavi, 
Lal Chand Amar, Ghulam Muhammad Shaksaz, Ghulam Mohi-ud- 
din Wafa, Abdul Rehman Shapu, Yash Paul Gupta, Master Hari Raj, 
Master Hans Raj Sharma, Munawar Din Lohar, Albelu Gadi, Ghulam 
Muhammad Sheikh, Ghulam Muhammad Mir, Ghulam Muhammad 
Qureshi, Abdul Rehman Surnaie, Kotwal Vidhya Lal, Asadullah Julai 
and many other musicians can be included among which some are even 
considered to be accomplished musicians. In the other group the names 
of musicians and singers like Talib Hussain Rind, Talib Hussain Betaab, 
Abdul Gani Najar, Ranbir Singh, Ghulam Muhammad Dar, Bashir 
Ahmad Ganai, Rajendar Kotwal, Abdul Majeed Dar, Shiv Kumar Dutt, 
Abdul Raheem Sarazi, Kuldeep Razdan and Master Shadi Lal (Killar), 
etc. could be also mentioned. Among the new musicians and singers, 
Ravi Thakur, Fareed Ahmad Sheikh, Muhammad Ishaq Seih, Zulaikha 
Sheikh, Amardeep, Muhammad Saleem Bhalesavi, Bashir Mastana; 
Sheikh Aslam, Sheikh Aijaz, Ravi Sharma, Shahid Malik, Indu Bala 
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and her sister Birij Bala, Manmohan, Gori Shankar, Majid, Sheikh Sa- 
jad, Tariq Parvez and Mol Raj, etc. have earned name who should be 
encouraged and assisted in every possible way. Ravi Thakur, Salim 
Bhalesavi, Farid Ahmad Sheikh, Bashir Mastana, Indu Bala, Zulaikha 
and Birij Bala, etc. also keep entertaining the people by their melodious 
voices and sweet music at the state level also. 


Musicians, Poets, and Actors 


In this caravan of musicians and artists, many eminent poets have 
brought laurels to this place by their writings that primarily include the 
name of Rasa Javedani. Similarly, Kanwal Naen Nighat, Master Chuni 
Lal, Wafa Bhadarwahi, Lal Chand Amar, Sagar Sehrai, Talib Hussain 
Rind, and some other poets have also contributed to the literature of 
different languages. Some persons even proved their mettle in poetry, 
music, and theatre simultaneously among which Lal Chand Amar, 
Wafa Bhadarwahi, Sagar Sehrai, and Amardeep are worth mentioning. 
Munawar Joo Ahangar and Abdul Rehman Shapoo also earned fame in 
theatre. Both of them used to work as actors with Lal Chand Amar, 
Wafa Bhadarwahi, etc. in the dramas staged at Seeri Bazaar around AD 
1947. Among the Urdu dramas, ‘Mustafa Kamal’ used to be highly 
liked by the people. 

It is also worth mentioning that thousands of people used to partic- 
ipate in the dramas staged at the local level and the Ram Leela’* (staged 
at every place every year to the present day) irrespective of their reli- 
gious or communal affiliations, The role of women was often played by 
men in these dramas. No other source of entertainment existed here in 
those days, Sagar Sehrai has also given some good performances in 
many dramas that have been telecast also. He was interested in ie ne 
since his college days. A drama composed by the Writer (Bashir Bha- 
darwahi), “Teacher and the Society’ was staged at High School Jakyass 
'D the presence of the then Deputy Director Education Jenab Ghulam 

ool Azad Sahib. Nowadays, the school children delight the audienc- 


Py Staging short or One-Act plays. 
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Poetry And Literature 


Literary Scenario 


is pean District Doda, which in the by-gone times comprised of 
two big states Kishtwar and Bhadarwah, has been divided into 
three districts Doda, Kishtwar, and Ramban since the year AD 2007. 
This entire region is also pop ular as the ‘Chenab Valley’. Besides differ- 
‘nt religions of the Kashmir Valley, the imprints of Kashmir’ civiliza- 
“on and culture can be clearly seen in every sphere of life here. Because 
ie ‘opographical resemblance and proximity with the Kashmir val- 
"F the effects of its political upheavals, religious movements, activities 
tehted to Sanskrit, Kashmiri, Persian and Arabic fields of knowledge 
: the tragedies arising from natural calamities kept forming ae a 
we cultural and political ethos of Bhadarwah since centuries. in 


Ba Of religion, the relations of Bhadarwah with the ates seis 
~Primarily because of the Naga cult, even though the people of ts 
ral 8 ° tween. Reli- 


oe £ Shaivism in b 

a ained under the influence of Shaivism 

hig Movements of the valley particularly the activities pases 
{ tro: 

Shader slam by teligious nobles, saints and preachers in 


é jtation that 
Stulers and subjects to new Islamic ways of med 
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focused on monotheism, humanism, universal brotherhood, equality 
and a well- balanced religious, worldly and afterlife of a person; thereby 
convincing them to embrace Islam. Whereas on the one hand, some- 
time after coming to Kashmir, Hazrat Amir Kabir Syed Ali Hamdani @ 
and his companions arrived in Kishtwar also developing religious, edu- 
cational and cultural traditions there too; on the other hand, the mys- 
tical teachings of an accomplished elderly saint like Sheikh Noor-ud- 
Din Reshi not only accelerated the religious activities but also gave 
birth to a different type of genre in Kashmiri literature. Lalla Ded 
hummed such melodious songs that the entire atmosphere of the Kash- 
mir valley got hyptonised. 

Hazrat Shah Farid-ud-Din Baghdadi™ bearing the hardships of 
thousands of miles long arduous routes of Poonch, Rajouri, Gol, Ghu- 
lab Gadh and Daengbatal along with some of his companions reached 
the soul-wearing ambience of Kishtwar and enriched its inhabitants by 
the wealth of faith and religion which boosted up the brotherhood and 
amity of the place. He also enlightened the people about the intricacies 
of Persian and Arabic languages as well as with the Iranian and Persian 
culture and civilization. The Sanskrit, Persian, and Kashmiri languages 
were already in vogue in Ilaga Kishtwar and the people were also ac- 
quainted with Islam, again because of the effect of the teligious move- 
ments in Kashmir. Then the introduction of Persian, Arabic and Urdu 
languages fast illuminated the literary horizon of the place, one after 
the other. The effect of these languages also kept surfacing directly or 
indirectly on all the settlements of the Chenab valley. 

Kishewar gained a central status with respect to religion, from where 
the preachers playing a key role in the spread of this religion, expanded 
it to other areas of the Chenab valley. On the other hand, thousands of 
migrant Muslims and Kashmiri Pandits from the valley brought invalu- 
able treasures of culture, knowledge, arts, and traditions along with 
them which gave birth to a new mixed culture in this mountainous 
region, thus sprouting out new springs of literature from its fertile 
lands. So far as Bhadarwah is concerned, its Muslim and Kashmiri Pan- 
dit population didn’t let their languages, lifestyle, etc. be influenced by 
any other language or cultural factors; although because of their old 
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relations with ae a a ‘ — Chamba nie 
ese communities Kep ptung in uences subconsciously, This 
i why this valley accepted Urdu and its literature wholeheartedly even 
before the Kashmir Valley did. The residents also got acquainted with 
the Punjabi and Dogri languages while also becoming admirers of the 
local language Bhadarwahi. Persian, Arabic and Kashmiri languages al- 
ready flowed in the blood of Kashmiri Muslims, and Pandits having 
gained the status of Raj-gurus had already proven their mettle in the 
Sanskrit language. Although the local population kept getting inclined 
wowards Bhadarwahi, Dogri and Punjabi languages, yet Urdu had by 
then dwelled within the disposition of every community. 
Unfortunately, like our Political history that has somewhere lost in 
the haze of different legends, we do not have any reliable written proof 
of our literary history as well. Nevertheless, this principality is in no 
way behind any other part of the Chenab valley with respect to lan- 
guage, culture, and traditions; and has in fact commanded dominance 
over them in this regard. It’s language, culture and independent and 
colourful traditions have been distinguishing it from other areas. The 
people here can speak or understand every language spoken in the re- 
Son. A considerable amount of Poetry and Prose literature has been 
Created here, which has come into existence irrespective of any religious 
tences or lingual prejudices. 
Districe Doda (which is now divided into three districts Doda, 
a sale and Ramban) is the only multi-lingual district of the er 
Kashmir State where in addition to the Kashmiri and Gojri, dia 
like Pogli, Kishewari, Saraji, Bhadarwahi, Bhalesi, Padri, Khasali, 
, Bti are also spoken whereas the link language of the region is 
ban We oficial language of the State. Besides Sanskrit and Persian 
Stages, Hindi is also widely spoken in this district and the process 
of ; !s also widely spo ‘ sculum of 
the shes 8 and learning Arabic has been ie ai Eee ls are 
rae dene colleges recently. These locals languag icons OF OUT 
With rich folklore; in which the past and aoe extent 
Which « Cultural life seem to be connected to a consi 


i ion of our cultur- 
Land cone helps in understanding the evolution © 
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Bhadarwahi Language 
The language spoken in the old kingdom of Bhadarwah was known 
as Bhadarwahi (Badhlahi), which has been divided into three dialects 
by a linguist George Grierson, i.e. Bhadarwahi, Bhaleesvi, and Padri. 
However, all three dialects retain their individual style, pronunciation, 
and typical intonation. The language of Bhalesa (Bhaleesvi) seems 
somewhat close to Bhadarwahi language. Padri is a bit different from 
both the dialects. Dr Sudheshwar Verma regards Bhadarwahi as an im- 
portant language of India. According to him, the language also con- 
tains some words only present in Vedas otherwise. The folk colour of 
the language is also splendid. This language is the identity of Bhadar- 
wah’s cultural heritage. In the words of Rasa Javedani: “As much is my 
Bhadarwah beautiful, so is its Bhadarwahi dialect. It is a sweet, roman- 
tic and delightful language. I feel pride in speaking Bhadarwahi.” Even 
though some languages including Urdu, Punjabi and Dogri attempted 
to lure this language by their superiority, yet it refrained from adopting 
many influences from them, thus preventing its virginity from getting 
blemished. 

Bhadarwahi language has a rich tradition of folklore including folk 
songs, folk music, folk tales, idioms and phrases, folk beliefs and other 
cultural factors and units. All these elements of the folklore have collec- 
tively created the cultural and traditional identity of Bhadarwah. 

There is no parallel to the sweet and melodious songs of Bhadarwahi 
dialect. When the tunes of songs are played on musical notes in a typi- 
cally traditional way during the local festivals or marriage occasions, the 
audiences get completely delivered from their grief or afflictions; and 
such an ecstasy inebriates them that cannot be procured even after 
spending huge sums of money, "!! 

Bhadarwahi dialect has also spread over the eastern part of Doda Teh- 
sil, although it is a part of Siraj, This is why Bhadarwahi dialect is still in 
vogue in the villages of Mohala, Jodhpur or Barishla of eastern Siraj. Even 
if any person intends to speak Siraji in these rural areas, he ends up using 
Bhadarwahi words either consciously or subconsciously. Bhadarwahi is 
also spoken in Illaqa Marmat where it clearly displays the influence of 
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poth the local dialect Khashali as well as Dogri on it. The typical Pahari 
or hilly mode of melodious Bhadarwahi folk songs is full of sensitivities 
shat explain the vastness and, linguistic and cultural distinctions of this 
language. In the words of Thakur Udhay Chand, “Out of all the ‘Pahari’ 
dialects, it (Bhadarwahi) has got a close affinity with Sanskrit.” The in- 
fuence of Pangai dialect is also evident on this dialect. Bhaleesvi lan- 
guage, with a few variations, greatly resembles Bhadarwahi. The people 
can speak both the languages here. Professor Sudheshwar Verma has 
called Sanskrit as the mother of Bhadarwahi. Although, it does not pos- 
sess its own script, yet it can be written in any language, particularly in 
Devnagri, Persian and Urdu scripts. However, some modifications in the 
script become inevitable. Addressing the elderly and peers with respect 
and dignity is an inseparable part of the Bhadarwahi language. The re- 
striction of using sweet words like ‘/i’at the end of every sentence increas- 
es the charm and musical rhythm of this language that also distinguishes 
it ftom the other languages. Similarly, other honorifics like Tis, Tena, 
Tushu, Taenkadu speak a lot about Bhadarwahi culture. 


Creative Literature in Bhadarwahi Dialect 


Creative literature of Bhadarwahi started, as per Dr Pritam Krishan 
Koul, around the year AD 1930, when Dogri Literary activities started 
in Jammu, Ghambir Chand is stated to be the first poet of Bhadarwahi 

Suage, who according to Rasa Sahib: “was the heir apparent of the 
<hendee Vanshi clan. He has been a contemporary of Bhadarwah’s Raja 

ampat Paul (AD 1735-1780).” 
akur Udhay Chand writes that Mian Ghambir Chand was a de- 
rags of Raja Nag Paul and was the son of Jai Chand to whom his 
rhs: Raja Abhay Paul had granted a vast Jagir with apie 
lage Kotli, According to Dr Pritam Krishan Koul, “Pt. Gouri ier 
of Bhadarwah had the privilege of versification of ‘Bhagavad Gita 


i 9 
Bo adarwahi dialect.” This transliteration was done around AD 193 
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After these two poets, other powerful poets who had the privilege of 
contributing to the literary wealth of Bhadarwahi language include 
Master Chuni Lal Ji, Pt, Prakash Ram, Vidhya Lal Dard, Lekh Raj, Lal 
Chand Sharma, Jasonat Singh Chadak, Chandu Lal Churahi, Kotwal 
Hem Raj (Sarol Bagh), Master Madhu Lal Padha, Lal Chand Betaab, 
Mohan Lal Padha, Mol Raj Manhas, Master Murli Dhar Dutt, Omkar 
Singh Pardesi, Hans Raj Hans, Surjeet Singh, Pt. Ishwar Chand, etc. 
The names of Jan Muhammad Tishna, Bal Krishan Chouhan, Amar 
Chand Hiteshi, Phulael Chand, Hari-Lal Hiteshi, Chandra Kant (Am- 
ardeep) are worth mentioning who took the poetry of Bhadarwahi lan- 
guage to its zenith. Besides them, many young people also compose 
poetry in Bhadarwahi who are in dire need proper guidance and men- 
torship. Some of the above-mentioned poets also participate in the 
Bhadarwahi program broadcast from Radio Kashmir Jammu. Many 
poets today also delight their admirers by reciting their Bhadarwahi 
verses from EM. Station Bhadarwah. Some persons also participate in 
the Mushairas (poetry recitals) organized by the Cultural Academy and 
other organisations at the local level, including Amar Chand Hiteshi, 
Mol Raj Manhas, Jasonat Singh Chadak, Jan Muhammad Tishna and 
Bal Krish Chouhan who especially are worth mentioning. 


Research Literature in Bhadarwahi 


A lot of research work has also been done in the Bhadarwahi lan- 
guage. An internationally renowned linguist Dr Suddheshwar Verma 
has also done some worth-praising work on the language and culture of 
Bhadarwah. He has discovered and researched on 27 dialects of the 
northwestern Himalayas. Dr Pritam Krishan Koul, while mentioning 
about Dr Verma’s contribution in researching Bhadarwahi and Bhalees- 
vi dialects, has given the reference of his 12 books, in which different 
aspects of this dialect including grammar have been highlighted, be- 
sides of other languages also. ! 

As regards to this contribution, Dr Koul’s name tops the list who has 
published two volumes of the folk songs with the intention of preserv- 
ing them. He has also researched on the Bhadarwahi dialect and writ- 
ten many essays, in which the culture and history, etc. have also been 
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discussed besides the Folk literature of the place. Besides him, Mr. Bal 
Keishan Chouhan has also done a lot of work for the promotion and 
publicity of Bhadarwah’s Folk literature. First, in the year AD 1968, a 
literary organization such as ‘Bhadarwahi Santha’ was formed here on 
his initiative and then with the financial assistance of Cultural Acade- 
my he got published ‘Bhadarwahi Lok Geetoun Ka Muta‘la’[lit.: The 
Reference of Bhadarwahi Folk Songs) and Hindi translation ‘Naya 
Gaoun’ (lit.: New Village] of the Dogri Drama ‘Nuwan Gara'n. Then in 
the year AD 1963, Bal Krishan ji published a write-up ‘Hansiya’ on 
Bhadarwah’s culture. He compiled and got the Bhadarwahi words in- 
cluded in the Dogri Dictionary to be compiled through the Cultural 
Academy. The mentioned organization is doing a commendable job 
under his guidance and leadership, adding contributions to the Poetry 
every passing day. 

Mr. Madho Lal Padha, by preparing a Bhadarwahi primer by the 
name of ‘Bhadlahi Shekha’ has selected words, for some typical sounds 
of the Bhadarwahi language in such a way that their pronunciation got 
easier. This also made up for the non-availability of the grammar of the 
language. This primer passed through its printing stage and came to us 
in the year AD 1971. It was widely applauded in public circles. Later 
the suggestions were compiled and published as ‘Bhadarwah and Bha- 
darwahi’ in the year AD 1979. 

Master Hans Raj Sharma of Village Gatha by publishing a versified 
translation of Tulsi Das’s Ramayana achieved a commendable feat, 
Which was also granted financial aid by the Cultural Academy on the 
tecommendation of the Writer (Bashir Bhadarwahi). 

There is still a lot of scope for research in the Bhadarwahi language 
but the circle of its writers is very limited. If some litterateurs start fo- 
Cusing on its prose, a prominent change could be brought about in the 
development and popularity of this language. How painful and mes- 

‘rizing are these couplets of Tishna Bhadarwahi: 

“Lehu shukatay khayal tero, tero mein; 

Apu Apu jai zanzal gheru, gheru min. 
Min katha apni tusan shunani thi; : 

Par zibh hilanay jo dil na thero min.- 


|610| The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


(Oh my beloved, your reflection has soaked my blood; & 
This complicacy, I, myself have invited over me. 
I had a mind to relate my love’s tale to you, but 
My tongue cannot pluck the courage to tell the same. — ) 
[trans.: Prof U,C. Thakur] 


Urdu Language and Literature 


In the words of Mazhar Imam, “Agreed that Doda is a remote and 
backward area of Jammu and Kashmir but the people here are enriched 
with a literary taste. This soil has given birth to a great poet such as Rasa 
Javedani and even today some proficient and eloquent poets of Urdu 
and Kashmiri exist here, who because of not being appreciated couldn't 
widely prove their mettle. From this fertile land, the famous saint Haz- 
rat Shah Farid-ud-din Baghdadi™ had delivered the message of spiritu- 
ality, tolerance, amity and equality. “Fareedya-Bazm-e-Adab” Doda [a 
literary organization] was founded after his name. This organization 
has undertaken steps to cultivate self-understanding and self-reliance 
among litterateurs, poets and literature admirers of this place, and also 
for nourishing the literary taste of the common people. The amazing 
examples of this organization's activities came to us in the form of All 
India Mushairas (poetry recitals) organized at Doda. Urdu, Kashmiri 
and Punjabi poets from Doda, Bhadarwah, Kishtwar, Banihal areas be- 
sides Jammu and Kashmir and from different parts of the country kin- 
dled the magic of their compositions in these Mushairas. The audience 
is seen showering praises upon the poets with extraordinary fervour 
until the end of these Mushairas.” 

This area named as the Chenab Valley has been a cradle of learning 
and literature despite the hardships generated by its geographical, his- 
torical, political and economic factors, In this valley, the people of the 
royal principality Bhadarwah had contacts with the states of Jammu, 
Amritsar, Punjab, and Delhi, etc. ever since the old times. During the 
reign of Maharaja Gulab Singh, Persian was the Darbari or court lan- 
Guage as well as being the official language. Because Dogri was the lan- 
an ag bi of Jammu that resembled Punjabi language 

Jacency with Punjab and, in the words of Abdul 


Section—3 |611 | 


adir Sarwatis “was a sister-language of Urdu language” "|, Dogra areas 
de a consequence of their culcural and political relations with India had 
fe started accepting the influences of Urdu, and Persian speaking 
. of the valley while Jammu areas had started developing affinity 
with the Urdu language.”"! In this way, Urdu kept getting promoted at 
the non-governmental level also. 

After the decline of the Mughal sultanate, the trend of Persian kept 
diminishing in the state and the country, and this void being felt at the 
public and literary levels was filled in by Urdu as this language was fast 
spreading across all directions and borders of India. However, during 
the reigns of Maharaja Ghulab Singh and Maharaja Ranbir Singh, Per- 
sian retained the status of being the official language. Sometime later, 
Urdu played an important role here in the Dar-ul-Tarjuma [lit.: House 
of Translation] which was formed by Maharaja Ranbir Singh for intro- 
ducing different branches of knowledge to the local languages of the 
state. Many legal, literary and other types of books were also translated 
into Urdu, Because of the ban imposed by the government on the pub- 
lication of newspapers here, some Kashmiri journalists started publish- 
ing Urdu newspapers from areas like Lahore and Amritsar, etc. and 
portrayed the different political and social problems of this state and its 
masses. The readership circles of these newspapers kept on enlarging 
along with that of the others, The fame of Urdu language increased by 
“ery passing day because of which it also got included in the academic 
ras of the state, Before the demise of Maharaja Ranbir Singh in 

mee and during the reign of Maharaja Pratap Singh, Urdu kept 

eying its splendor as a link language between different regions. 
ahs why the latter, admitting its usage and popularity among the 
ms ra Branted it the status of the official language and passed the or- 
is ns executing the works in all the courts of the Jammu region in 
cepted a Similarly, accepting it as the official language, it ne ac- 
Tents and € medium of instruction in schools, CRO earl 
*ndertook courts in the year AD 1889. Later, Maharaja Hari ve i 
Proceeds Some good steps for its promotion to the isthe ‘ol ; 
ducted i. *. of Dharm Sabhas [Hindu courts} also starte to a. con 
€ Urdu language, And thus, Urdu flourished along the po- 
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litical, educational, literary and social horizons of the State. Later, it was 
provided a Constitutional safeguard through the State Assembly in the. 
democratic government. 

It is obvious that like the other areas of the state, adequate arrange- 
ments were made for formally starting the usage of Urdu, and teaching 
it in every school as a prescribed subject under the government's pa- 
tronage, in this royal principality which “was also a personal Jagir of the 
Jammu rulers”. Not only did every community of the place irrespective 
of their regional, religious or linguistic differences readily accept this 
language, but the regional languages and dialects also generously em- 
braced its influences, and while gleaning with its artistic depths and 
literary tastes, enhanced their own vocabulary and literary styles. Even 
though we have not found any written proof of the exact year when 
Urdu arrived here, yet it is guessed that Urdu and Persian languages had 
been introduced in the region during the period of Raja Nag Paul (The 
Second). 

The migrants from the Kashmir Valley had also brought Persian 
along with them besides Arabic, Urdu and Kashmiri languages; and 
because of increased trade and political relations with the external ar- 
eas like Punjab, Delhi, Amritsar, etc. Urdu language and literature 
didn't face much resistance in arriving and getting widely accepted 
here. In fact, Urdu was accepted as a shared cultural heritage made by 
the fusion of different cultures. By virtue of this amalgamation, a con- 
secutive and deep effect of the developed literary taste and different 
branches of knowledge continued to be laid in these backward areas 
also. Nevertheless, Urdu besides being a link language in this area has 
also been playing its proper role of an official language in the truest 
sense of the word. 

In this beautiful royal principality of the state, every part of which is 
surrounded by the enchanting sights of the natural beauty of its ever- 
green and verdure forests and snowcapped mountains; many such poets 
might have taken birth whose captivating poetical compositions along 
with their name has got lost in the thundering clouds of the passage of 
time. Should this irreparable literary loss be attributed to the backward- 


ness and remoteness of this area or to some contemporary negligence? 
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be conclusively said about it. It is indeed unfortunate that 

‘ e . 

Notting vis rived of the sweetness of these early attempts and literary 
ep : 

we eee of those undiscovered poets. 

contr 
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{4): 
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Note: Please refer to the write-ups by the writer in ‘ZillaDoda Ki Adbi Shak- 
seeyat’ (lit.: The literary personalities of District Doda] and Journal ‘ Anju- 
man’ Kishtwar (Issue No. 2 and 3). 

Reference: ‘Shaheen’ College Magazine, Degree College Bhadarwah, 1971, 
p: 26 

“Himalayan Principalities”, p: 266-267 

Translators Note: Although Urdu and Hindi are generally considered as 
sister languages, yet “In fact, Hindi and Punjabi are sister languages born 
from the womb of Sanskrit. Around 60 to 70% Punjabi words have been di- 
rectly bortowed (tatsam words) from Sanskrit”. It is possible that the writer 
because of the same Sanskrit origin has referred ents and Punjabi being the 
sister languages, 

(Source: “Punjabi, Hindi are sisters born out of Sanskrit”; Times of India; 
Sanjay Sharma (published Feb 22, 2011 with reference to Prof Harmohin- 
der Singh Bedi, Hindi scholar and Kabir chair Chairman Guru Nanak Dev 
University) 

“Kashmir Mein Urdu” [lit.: Urdu in Kashmir], Published Cultural Acade- 
my, p: 91 


Urdu Poetry and Famous Poets 


Khwaja Ghulam Muhammad Khateeb 


7: the initial Urdu poets of this place, the privileged people 
whose names have been proudly recorded in the research books 
include primarily the name of Ghulam Muhammad Khateeb, popular- 
ly known as Mamma Ju. He was a Tailor master who was an empathet- 
icand a very sentimental person. He can be stated to be the first satiri- 
cal poet of Bhadarwah. Besides being a good singer, he was a man of 
many other qualities, Frankness in speaking out his innermost feelings 
Was one of his typical habits. The search for livelihood forced him to 
migrate to Village Chilli Illaqa Bhalesa. His son Khwaja Ghulam Kha- 
teeb migrated to Occupied Kashmir (Azad Kashmir) during the riots.!"! 


The poetical works of Mamma Ju also didn’t survive the upheavals of 
times, 


Khwaja Abdul Gafar Khateeb-Ahqar Bhadarwahi 


Among the other famous poets of the old sultanate Bhadarwah, the 
Name of Khwaja Abdul Gafar Khateeb popularly known as Abgar Bha- 
ahi comes next, He was the first Kashmiri poet of this place. His 
beh ompositions in Kashmiri, Gojri, and Punjabi had been pub- 
before AD 1947, Unfortunately, his Urdu works are not available; 
mever, his compositions in Kashmiri and Punjabi are available to us. 
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Because of our negligence and ignorance, we have also lost his Kashmiri 
Naats [encomiums for the Prophet Muhammad pbuh) which were cal- 
ligraphed by Khawaja Ghulam Ahmad Khateeb. 


Khwaja Abdul Rehman Deewana Bhadarwahi 


The name of Khawaja Abdul Rehman Deewana Bhadarwahi 
comes at the third place among the Urdu poets whose universal nazm 
(a type of poem) ‘Salami Parcham Islam’ (lit.: guard of honour to Is- 
lamic Flag] through its artistic beauty and eternal historical impor- 
tance, shall always remind the Muslims of the state of their lost reli- 
gious grandeur and golden events of Islam's history. The effect and 
the passion of this nazm have not only captivated the hearts of Mus- 
lims of District Doda, but its echoes have also been kindling the 
hearts of the believers across the Kashmir Valley and Occupied Kash- 
mir (Azad Kashmir) as well. In addition to it, he has also penned 
many religious, political and revolutionary nazms taunting the polit- 
ical jugglery of the rulers of the time and their altering stands based 
on their personal gains. His son Mr. Nazir Ahmad has all of his un- 
published works with him which ought to be published. Initially, he 
was a staunch supporter of the Muslim Conference. After the trans- 
formation of this organization into National Conference, he became 
a supporter of the political ideology of Sheikh Sahib and then also 
remained an active member of the Plebiscite Front. But upon chang- 
ing the stand of the Plebiscite Front, he became upset with Sheikh 
Sahib and distanced away himself from the Politics. He passed away 
in January AD 1979 which aggrieved the literary circles of the entire 
District. After offering the prayers during Eid congregations, the 
people salute the ‘Flag of Islam’ by reciting the same poem across the 
entire district. 


Aalam-e-lslam ki har awaj ka jhanda hai tu 
Rehmat-ul-lil-aalameen ki fouj ka jhanda hai tu 


Tu Pharera hai jahan mein izzat-o-igbal ka 
Rehmat-o-ulfat sadaqat aman-o-istiglaal ka 
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Sharf haasil hai tujhe tawheed ka jhanda hai ty 
Milat-e-islam ki tamheed ka jhanda hai tu 


Sarbuland ya rab hamesha parcham-e-Islam ho 
Aur Dewane ka tere naek hi anjam ho 


(You are the custodian of every zenith of Islam’s world 
You are the custodian of the flag of the Prophet's army 
You are the standard of honour and prosperity in the entire world 
of mercy, love, friendship, freedom, and peace 
You are privileged. You are the bearer of monotheism 
You are the bearer of the Muslim Nations’ preamble 
May forever be the Flag of Islam exalted, O Lord! 
And May the end of your Deewana (lover) be serene.) 


Vhanda: lit: flag; Deewana: nom de plume of the poet. Lit.: 
(frenzied) Lover; 
Rehmat-lil-aalamen: Epithet of Prophet Muhammad *"- 
lit.: A Mercy upon all Mankind] 


The poet was born at Bhadarwah and was very religious, amiable; a 
soci ARON 
‘cial worker, a humanist, pious and an honest man. 


Rasa Javedani 
f Urdu 


Rasa Javedani (AD 1901-1979) was the greatest forerunner o! a 
Stage and literature in the Jammu region. At the beginning 0 i 
Wentieth century, he led the caravan and became prominent on the 
i ; his works 


= horizons of the State; and within a short span of time, a 
‘ also appreciated outside. He also started composing eT _ 
ns ich he was naturally fond of since his childhood. ie # 
ly gt the larity of his Kashmiri poetry grantee ©" 

popularity of his , 
he heights of fame. Prior to AD 1947, his Urdu works with a 


Preface. : der the name of 
‘Lele en by Allah Rakha Sagar was published under 170 


«J Sehra’ (it: Tuli With some a 
: it: Tulip of the Desert]. Wi e 
Mons, his Works were publish ed in the year AD 1962 under the nam 
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of ‘Nazm Suraiya’ \lit.: Exalted poems]. Under the name of ‘Tuhfa-ye 
Kashmir’ [lit.: The gift of Kashmir], his Kashmiri works spanning across 
a few pages with a foreword written by Professor Pushap got published 
in the year AD 1954. Later, with some additions, it was published un- 
der the name of ‘Nerang-i-Ghazal’ [lit.: The Miracles of the Ghazal] in 
the year AD 1961. In the year AD 2007, new collections of his Kash- 
miri and Urdu works were released in Bhadarwah during ‘Youm-i-Rasa’ 
commemoration under the name of ‘Fikr-i-Rasa’ [lit.: Rasa’s Contem- 
plation]. However, the book is unexpectedly overcast by many clouds 
of errors. Probably, it would now be framed afresh and republished. 
The poet’s works are romantic and traditional in nature and what can 
one say of his lucidity, eloquence, and simplicity! Pure from preten- 
tiousness or any artificiality, these works reflect human issues and sen- 
sitivities in plain meters and highly appropriate diction. His poetry 
brims with musicality. However much we praise his art of versification, 
visual imagery, scenic depiction and romanticism employed. in his 
Ghazals, nazms and sometimes in the Qitaa'’t [a genre in Urdu Poetry], 
it would be certainly far less than its true merit. Rasa Sahib had such a 
mastery over the linguistic aspects of prosody, accidence, and syntax 
that he could enlist the merits and flaws of any poet’s works after just a 
single hearing or reading. His works abound in themes of human em- 
pathy, universal brotherhood, and Nature’s Beauty. His. work is full of 
poetic inspirations which portray the merit of his works. He was a vet- 
eran poet, in fact, a perfect mentor. His literary greatness and sover- 
eignty over the poetry have been acknowledged by many literary giants 
of the state. In the words of Late Moti Lal Saqi: “His beloved language 
is Hindustani but the proficiency that he has in the Kashmiri Language 
couldn't be attained by anyone else outside the valley. It was truly his 
mother-tongue. After Rasool Mir, Mehjoor and Aariz, it was Rasa who 
got privileged to be widely accepted. The nature of Rasa Sahib’s poctry 
is the same as of our Folk poetry. This is why his songs were readily 
embraced and preserved by the Kashmiri masses in their hearts. fin 
terms of literary craft, his Urdu and Kashmiri Naats [encomiums for 
the Prophet Muhammad *"*] are in no way inferior to the Naaés wilt: 
ten by any other Naat Go’ [the poet who composes Naats] of the Valley. 
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in fact, his last composed Naat Aes Deyuth Jalwe Khaabas Manz’ [Kash.; 
fit: We sighted your glimpse in a dream] establishes him over all these 
poets. Rasa undoubtedly deserves to be called the king of the romantic 
etry, in whose works we find depth and ardour, lucidity, flow and 
musicality that grants him a unique status. His services for the promo- 
tion and development of Kashmiri literature along with the Urdu’s can 
never be forgotten. In the year AD 1979, his soul departed from his 
mortal body, thus depriving the literary world of the masterly guardian- 
ship of this famous poet. 


Rana Gopal Singh Talib 

While Illaga Marmat of this old kingdom of Bhadarwah has been 
very important historically; in this very backward area abounding in 
natural beauty, a poet such as Rana Gopal Singh Talib played his sincer- 
est role for the promotion of Urdu and Dogri poetry by the magic of 
his writings. He was born to Rana Dharam Singh in the year AD 1890 
who was related to the rulers of Doda Basantgarh (Udhampur). The 
area of Marmat Galiyan held the status of a Jagir in those days and 
Talib kept discharging his duties as a Zaildar [part-time or honorary 
official in charge of a Zail (revenue unit)] in that Jagir. He was counted 
among the good poets of the said languages. He translated ‘De- 
Maan-i-Ghalib’ [Ghalib’s Poetry collection] and ‘Gita’ [Bhagavad Gita] 
in the Dogri language, whose manuscripts still exist with his successors. 
He died of a cardiac arrest and left from this temporal world in the yeat 
ee His works need to be published so that they a pe 
Was ies nara os eae ae nie who 
"ven thou ee ae me See cia re see sree the is- 
ties of is residing at Jammu is yet giving Ais 

ative place. 

Other Poets 
ittera- 


It F : di 
vas during the time of Rasa Javedani that many poets ® rizons 


: + 

i Urdu and Kashmiri language surfaced on the pe! " ae 

Witho, iy Principality Bhadarwah, who exercising their giite cai 
owt any formal guidance, nourished the gardens of litera 
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their intrinsic pain and as though freshening it with fragrant watts like 
that of Jasmine, adorned and embellished it with different colours and 
hues of their works; thus expanding and enhancing the poetry and lit- 
erary boundaries of these languages. Some of the lucky ones succeeded 
in reaching the zenith of fame at the state and the National level by 
leaping across the local spheres while some others are still braving the 
expected hurdles of the initial experimental stages while lingering to 
the hope of sustaining their fatigue through courage and perseverance. 
Among the famous Urdu poets of the place, the names of Pt. Kanwal 
Nain Nighat, Qazi Muhammad Asadullah Asad, Master Abdul Gani 
Sheikh (Faqeer Bhadarwahi), Wafa Bhadarwahi, Daya Lal Varid, Balam 
Bhadarwahi, Dr Muhammad Asadullah Wani, Ghulam Ali Kelu Asi, 
Ghulam Nabi Goni Gorgani, Bashir Baderwahi, Sagar Sehrai, Rind 
Bhadarwahi, Tanvir Bhadarwahi, Muhammad Shafi Dilkash, Hari Lal 
Hitaeshi, Abdul Jabbar Zair, Jaswant Singh Chadak, Abdul Qayoom 
Aas, Shaz Sarqi, Raz Bhadarwahi, Baibus Bhadarwahi, Naz Nizami, 
Naqash Bhadarwahi, Jan Muhammad Tishna, Sajid Sarmadi, Am- 
ardeep, Ghulam Rasool Chowgani, Malik Abdul Lateef, Mol Raj 
Manhas, Suhail Siddiqi, Taskeen Badhaonavi etc.; besides those from 
Illaga Bhalesa including Malik Ghulam Hussain Dard Pyami, Ghulab 
Chand Muztir, Bashir Ahmad Sarwal, Abdul Rashid Karas, Riyaz Khan 
and Muhammad Shafi Mattoo etc. are worth mentioning.” 

Among the above-mentioned poets and litterateurs, many of them 
also contribute to the state as Prose-writers, Short-story writers and 
journalists, etc. Out of them, the Urdu poetical compositions of a few 
have been published in the form of books. The works of Qazi Muham- 
mad Asadullah Asad Bhadarwahi was published by his son Shaz Sharqi 
under the name ‘Nazm Barein’. The works of Wafa Bhadarwahi was 
published by the name of ‘Boo'ye Wafa’ (lit.: A Whiff of Loyalty]. Some 
books of Hari Lal Hitaeshi in verse form have been published including 
‘Shikwa aur Jawaab-e-Shikwa’ (lit: The Complaint and the Answer], 
‘Amar Paegam Indra Gandhi’ (lit; The Immortal Message of Indira 
Gandhi], ‘Nagma-e-Firdous' {lit.: The Song of the Paradise], ‘Chota 
Kashmir Bhadarwah {lit.: Little Kashmir-Bhadarwah], ‘Sagar Manthan 
(Hindi). The poetry compositions of Goni Gorgani ‘Armagan-e-Kas 
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Prat The Gift of Kashmir] and ‘Zamzam se Jehlum Tak’ [lit.: From 
Jnzam Jehlum] have been made public, and his unpublished works 
tate recently also been published and made public by his son Khwaja 
Muhammad Aslam Goni. The works of Tanveer Bhadarwahi by the 
ame of ‘Partiv Tanveer’ and the works of Balam Bhadarwahi ‘Rzz-o- 
Nyae’[it.: The Secret-talk] (Compiled by Aseer Kishtwari) have been 
published. The works of Sagar Sehrai ‘Shula-e-Sehra’ (lit: The Desert 
Spark] had since been published a long time ago. The Urdu works of 
Shaz Sharqi came to us by the name of ‘Sada-e-Dil’ [lit.: The Call of the 
Heart]. The works of many poets are currently under printing and are 
expected to reach us soon. Because of the published books of the afore- 
sid poets, the poetical works of some good poets of this place have 
been preserved, which is also a valuable addition to the regional poetry 
aswell as an unforgettable service. 

In addition to it, the first collection of Taskeen Bhadanvi was pub- 
lished under the name ‘Fikr-o-Afkar’ (lit: Contemplations] probably 
‘panning across eight pages. His second poetry collection ‘Qasr Mu- 
habbat’ {lit.: The Love's Palace] has also been published that has re- 
ceived due appreciation. 

Many creative endeavours of the poets keep enhancing the grace of 
on local, district and state level reputed dailies, periodicals, and 
"agazines besides the newspapers. Some good writers have also pub- 
: : reviews on some works which are greatly admired by the literary 

SS. The poets, litterateurs and writers of other parts of District 


? 5 
Poet who have expanded the sphere of Urdu literature through their 
Ty, 


Banihali, Manshoor Banihali, Zahir Banihali, Sham 


"8 many other young poets are worth mentioning. Besides 


dud 


|622| The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


Abdul Rashid Katoch, Amin Banihali and Mushtaq Pogli also compose 


some good verses in Urdu. 


Urdu Prose 


Even though the caravan of Urdu poetry is ever increasing in Bha- 
darwah and numerous poets keep displaying their poetic flair in the 
field; yet some writers have also succeeded in Prose, earning acclaim 
because of their writings. Among these devoted fore-runners of Urdu 
prose whose sincere and valuable services can never be forgotten in- 
clude Khwaja Ghulam Rasool Azad, Master Abdul Gaffar Kichloo, 
Professor Muhammad Asadullah Wani, Professor Shuhab Inayat Malik, 
Professor Abdul Aziz Bhat, Professor Sultan Muhammad Khan, Master 
Abdul Kareem, Ghulam Rasool Chowgani, Dr Muhammad Iqbal 
Zargar, Munshi Ram Chandra Parihar, Abdul Rehman Sabiri, Muham- 
mad Shafi Mattoo, Master Des Raj Katil, Rind Bhadarwahi, Ved Bhu- 
shan Gupta, Master Abdul Hafiz (K.A.S.), Ranbir Singh Manhas, Mas- 

ter Abdul Rashid Sheikh, Sagar Sehrai, Tanvir Bhadarwahi, Ghulam 
Hussain Abad, Naz Nizami, Muhammad Sharif Mattoo, Al-Haj Ghu- 
lam Qadir, Ms Shakeela Bano Malik, Abdul Qayoom Aas, Shaz Sharki, 
Jaswant Manhas, Amardeep, Irshad Ahmad Rangrez, Muhammad 
Hussain Naqash, Abdul Hafiz Fani and many other teachers including 
Sheikh Muhammad Fazal, who are worth mentioning. Many of these 
writers are also counted as good orators which can be regarded as their 
additional contribution to this important art in Urdu Prose. Although 
detailing about the prose works of all these writers would be a difficult 
task yet despite the apprehension that the content may lengthen, the 


mention of the valuable contribution of some of them becomes one’s 
moral duty. 


Khwaja Ghulam Rasool Azad 


Khwaja Ghulam Rasool Azad besides being an educationist, an hon- 
est leader, and a revolutionary social worker was also a proficient writer 
who was devotedly attached to Urdu literature. Hundreds of Allama 
Iqbal’s couplets had become an inseparable part of his practical life. 
After the retirement, his publication of a famous weekly ‘Dahar by 
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him even in times of sheer poverty clearly spoke of his patriotism, hu- 
manism and his unbridled love for the Urdu language. However; his 
ailing health, financial restraints, and other reasons didn’t let the pub- 
lishing continue for a long time. Nevertheless, his commitment towards 
the Urdu language can be aptly guessed by the editorials and many of 
his write-ups on education, literature, and culture published in the said 
weekly. The pleasing and contemplative writings of his biography ‘Jid- 
o-jahad’ [lit.: The Strife or The Struggle] also clearly reflect his literary 
expertise and sagacity in the Urdu language. 


Professor Muhammad Asadullah Wani 


Dr Muhammad Asadullah Wani has been passionate about writing 
articles ever since his college days. The favorable literary environment 
in Degree College Bhadarwah those days further polished his writings 
skills and he kept contributing some articles on history, literature, and 
culture to his College Magazine; which are very beneficial even today. 
It was because of the same environment that his affinity towards the 
poetry genre kept increasing even more. After completing his gradua- 
tion, he started his journey as a teacher at High school Gwah (Marmat) 
of his Illaqa, again during which he kept practicing his skills. His liter- 
ary taste further blossomed when he got associated with different Re- 
search and Publication Divisions of the Cultural Academy as a Research 
Assistant. During that period, he got many occasions to organize differ- 
ent seminars and conferences on the life and works of Allama Iqbal, 
Lalla Ded, Sheikh-ul-Alam, Foug, and many other famous literary and 
religious figures which inspired him to write and publish many of his 
future research masterpieces. 

During his education, teaching, and employment in the Cultural 
Academy, he wrote such a large number of write-ups, articles, and 
books that it is impossible to give their details here. However, the es- 
Says or books that have created his identity in the literary world in- 
clude his PH.D. Thesis Ygbal aur Jammu aur Kashmir ka Urdu aur 

hmiri Adab? [dit.: Iqbal 8¢ Urdu and Kashmiri Literature of Jammu 
and Kashmir], his famous research endeavour ‘Shickb-wl-Alam: a 
Mutala [lit.: Sheikh-ul-Alam: A Study] besides his articles Jammu wa 
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Kashmir mein Afsana Nigari’ (lit.: Short Story Writing in Jammu and 
Kashmir], Hazrat Sheikh-ul-Alam"™ aur Kishtwar’ (lit.: Hazrat Sheikh- 
ul-Alam® and Kishtwar] } ‘Gojri Zuban aur Bhadarwahi par is ka asar’ 
(lit.: Gojri Language and its influence on Bhadarwahi (language)], 
‘Budhmat aur Rishiyat’ (lit: Buddhism and Rishism], ‘Lalla Ded ki 
Insaan Dosti’ [lit.: The humanism of Lalla Ded], ‘Cultural Academy ki 
Pachaas Saala Urdu Shayari (lit.: 50 years of Urdu Poetry of the Cul- 
tural Academy], ‘Zilla Doda ke Urdu Shu'ra ki daen’ [4t.: The Contri- 
butions of Urdu poets of District Doda], Zilla Doda ka Saqafati aur 
Tehzibi Jayiza’ (lit.: An Analysis of the Culture and Traditions of Dis- 
trict Doda], ‘Bhadarwah ke tawareekhi maqamaat [lit.: The Historic 
places of Bhadarwah], Jammu ki Khanqahein aur Garje’ {lit.: Muslim 
Shrines and Churches of Jammu], ‘Bhadarwahi Zubaan Ka Irtika’ lit: 
The Evolution of Bhadarwahi Language], ‘Rasa ka Shayiri Safr’ (lit.: 
Rasa's Journey of Poetry], ‘Gojri Zubaan and Muhagqgagein’ (lit: Gojri 
Language and Researchers], ‘Sheikh-ul-Alam"™ ki shayiri mein Kishtwari 
lab-o-lehja’ [lit.: Kishtwari Intonation in Sheikh-ul-Alam’s* Poetry]. 
and ‘Igbaliyat-i-Azad’ [4t.: Azad’s Iqbalian philosophy], which are 
worth mentioning. As a researcher and prose-writer, he is counted 
among the finest writers of the State. He has excelled way more than 
the other writers of District Doda and has been widely published. His 
writings bear a unique standard because of being concise and strict in 
content, sequence, and appropriateness of the subject matter, thus be- 
coming very valuable and worth-appreciating. Because of his conti- 
bution to the Urdu and Kashmiri language, the writer has been hon- 
oured with many commendations, awards, and mementos by many 


organizations including the Cultural Academy. He has been associated 
with the ‘Iqbal Bazm-e-Adab Bhadarwah’ ever since its beginning as he 


was one among the few of College employees and students who had 
founded this organization, 


Master Abdul Gaffar Kichloo 


‘The relation of Late Master Abdul Gaffar Kichloo with the Urdu 
language can be clearly guessed by observing his style of writing in his 
numerous booklets written on religious matters. He was not only a 
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and intelligent man but a humanist and a saintly religious 
rigor, so. He was also a teacher par excellence than his counterparts 
me assoelared with Jamat-e-Islami [an organization; lit: The Is- 
Grip until his last breath. In his captivating voice, he would 
mesmerize the listeners by his eloquent speeches made during Fajr 
prayers and Friday-congregations in the mosques. He is also counted 
anong the luminaries of Bhadarwah and was adept in resolving the 
mutual disputes or little conflicts of the people at his house by virtue 
of his wisdom and reconciliatory tactics. Among his Urdu writings, 
Dawat wa Tableeg aur Syeddena Farid-ud-din’ (lit.: Propagation, 
Preaching and Syeddena Farid-ud-din™), ‘Haqeeqat Maeraj Nabi** (lit.: 
The Truth of the Prophet’s Maeraj (Holy Accession)], ‘Hayat-ul-Nabi 
wa Hayat-ul-Saliheen ki Jhalkein’ (lit.: The Glimpses of The Life of 
Prophet Muhammad and His Companions], ‘Seerat-ul-Nabi*” ka Mu- 
tala’ [lit.: A Study of the Biography of Prophet Muhammad ?4], ‘Js- 
lam Gaeroun ki Nazar mein’ [4t.: Islam in the Eyes of Non-Believers], 
oe (lit.: The Guide of the Guides (read spiritual Guide/s)}, 
Secs Cheshim Deed’ [lit.: Viewed shades of the Truth], etc. besides 
sss oshi (dt. Alcoholism] and ‘Halga-e-Jamat-e-Islami ki kark- 
Ks cat sais [lit.: The Activity report of the Jamat-e-Islami Group] 
1911 and ee He was born at Bhadarwah on 27th September AD 
1999 a ofa heart disorder ‘his soul liberated on 11th July 
chin Bhed ieee: with its true creator’. His demise aggrieved the 
Q tae t and also the Sonawari area of the Valley. Thousands 
funeral including the bereaved family members participated in 


P 
Tofessor Shuhab Inayat Malik 


t 

Urdu ry Inayat Malik works as a Professor in the Department of 
‘yas Lec ammu University. “ He was first appointed at the Univer- 
ienation as in the year AD 1995 and was promoted to his current 
hs Uy “en, aus of his excellent performance. In the company of 
*ea Javed wing father Mr. Inayatullah Malik and his grandfather 
ance Of f, nb an exalted and accomplished poet; and under the guid- 

US teachers like (Late) Dr Manzar Azami and Dr Zahoor- 
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d his innate imaginative and creative 


skills but also stimulated his inspirations. Under the guidance and 
mentorship of such literary giants, his skill of writing and passion for 
research and criticism kept enhancing. He also became a member of 
different literary organizations of Jammu and by virtue of his hard 
work, dedication and intelligence earned many chances of participating 
in different State and National level literary conferences, seminars and 
Meets, reading his informative research papers and essays. He achieved 

~ a historic feat by forming the Rasa Javedani Memorial Literary Society 
in the year AD 1995 and was also elected as its President. He organized 
many seminars and National level conferences through this society 
which were widely applauded by the literary circles. He has been sin- 
cerely rendering his services to the Urdu language and literature. The 
branches of Rasa Javedani Memorial Society have not only been formed 
in different areas of the state and the country but one of its branches 
has also been recently established at Pakistan. This has created recipro- 
cal contacts and collaborations, between the local and the outside Urdu 
writers from across the country which has been immensely helpful in 
understanding new directions and inclinations of Urdu language and 
literature. This has also been clearly benefiting many amateur writers 
and university students as well. 

Shuhab Sahib’s articles and acclaimed papers on Research and Crit- 
icism have been published in numerous magazines and journals both at 
the State and the National level. His other literary endeavours have 
easier a in the form of books whose style despite at the face of it being 
“ie fi : with deep artistic insights; that portray his style of writ- 
he eae. ae also his fascination with the Urdu language 
ers, critics jeebichiae and Bei cie apnea ties as aT 
works tnchiile ‘Naye Jayi nee api se Pipacrhap arash 
New Possibilities] Man wb , pk Analysis), ‘Naye Imkanat’ lies 
sees diner ; ub] “0 re [Margoub is a local poet, /it: Un- 
(ht.: Ghiten ubakin, Ht Hesiod aiin ee eee afiana ee, 
Chaman ka Tangeedi i Erie - ry writer], ‘Gardish-i-Rang* 

geedi Mutalla’[lit,: A critical study of Changing Colours 


ud-Din, Shuhab not only polishe 
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ofthe Garden], ‘Urdu ka Secular Kirdar’ \lit.: The Secular Character of 
Urdu) and” Riyasat Jammu-wa-Kashmir mein Urdu Zubaan- Mazi, 
Haal aur Mustagbil’ (lit: Urdu Language in the Jammu and Kashmir 
State- Past, Present and Future]. 

In view of his literary services, many literary organizations have 
awarded Dr Shuhaib with many awards and commendation Sanads 
(certificates) including ‘Muhibban-e-Urdu Award’ [lit.: Lovers of Urdu 
Award] by Anjuman-e-Mehban-i-Urdu and “Urdu Award’ conferred by 
Anjuman-e- Tareekh-i-Hind. Besides, he has also been awarded the 
‘Shiksha Ratan Puruskar’ (Best Educationist Award] by New Delhi's In- 
ternational Society. Nowadays, he is also the Director of Professional 
Studies besides Head of Department Urdu at the Jammu University. 


Khwaja Ghulam Nabi Goni 


Khwaja Ghulam Nabi Goni Gorgani was an outstanding lawyer, 
historian, thinker, poet, writer, and politician. We do not have any of 
the renowned pieces of his prose writing; however, his correspondence 
with Shorida Kashmiri reflects that he was a good prose writer. It is 
possible that he might have written some articles as well which ought 
to be found and published. 


Dr Mohammad Iqbal Zargar 

Being an admirer, prose-writer and a researcher of Urdu language, 
Dr Muhammad Iqbal Zargar has been putting forth his valuable 
thoughts before us in a very interesting style whose allurement and in- 
formative value cannot be overlooked. His writing style is chaste, 
thought-provoking and very mature. His command over the Urdu lan- 
Buage is evident from his writings that have been getting published as 
leading articles in various newspapers, magazines, and journals. His 
dissertations for the M.Phil. And Ph.D. degrees bear a solitary status in 
the history of Research in Urdu literature. Dr See adept s ut 

ings with brevity, a criterion of any good prose. PY compe 
*utobiography “fdo-Johad ’ [it.: The A or Strugglelof a big ae 
Urdu literature Ghulam Rasool Azad, he has presented (0 us the 
highs-and-lows of Azad’s life besides not only highlighting his human- 


{628| ‘The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


ism, political ideology, educational services but also his love for litera- 
ture, patriotism as well as his selfless social services. Is it any less contri- 
bution to the Urdu language? If he devotes himself wholeheartedly to 
Urdu prose, his writings could enrich Urdu language and also create his 
independent identity in the world of Urdu. 


Ghulam Rasool Chowgani 


Mr. Ghulam Rasool Chowgani, who hails from a remote and back- 
ward area of the Bhadarwah is proficient in prose-writing as well as 
poetry. Despite the unavailability of apt resources and facilities, he 
greatly focused on the promotion of various curricular and extra-curtic- 
ular activities in the schools of Bhalesa. Because of his hard work, com- 
mitment and talent he got the magazines like “Kalguni’ and “Bhalesa’ 
published in which many compositions bearing historical significance 
were contributed by many writers, intellectuals, educationists and po- 
ets. Among the contributors, Jenab Ghulam Rasool Azad former Direc- 
tor Education Jammu and Kashmir, Jenab Abdul Aziz Bhat former 
Registrar Jammu and Kashmir University, Jenab Sultan Muhammad 
Khan, Munshi Ram Chandra Parihar, Rasa Javedani, Muhammad 
Sharif Mattoo, students, employees, and some other local writers are 
worth mentioning. 

Regarding the martyrdom of Professor Umar-ud-Din during the 
AD 1947 Jammu tiots, a letter by Rasa Javedani Sahib has also been 
published that sheds a light on Rasa Sahib’ letter-writing style. The 
prose compositions personally written by Chowgani Sahib have been 
getting published in the local books, newspapers, magazines, and jour- 
nals. His writings that bear a unique style are a reflection of his love for 
the Urdu language. Among his essays, written during recent years, 
‘Bhadarwah mein University Campus kyun? [lit.: Why (should there be) 
a University Campus at Bhadarwah?], ‘Bhadarwah aur Bhalesa’ (lit.: 
Bhadarwah and Bhalesa] and ‘Bhalesa ki Qabil-e-Deed Jaghein’ (lit.: 
Worth-seeing places of Bhalesa] are very informative and mature. One 
can easily guess about the emotional bond and love of Chowgani Sahib 
for Bhadarwah after reading these essays, He has also written two books, 
one of which encompasses the character of the Holy Prophet Muham- 
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gm and the other portrays the life and the literary, social and po- 
a cal services of Mr. Ghulam Rasool Azad. His style is characterized by 
the traits of chastity, lucidity, and humour. 


Tanvir Bhadarwahi 


Tair Bhadarwahi is a famous poet and prose-writer of Urdu lan- 
guage. Whereas in the state, he has carved out his own niche in Poetry 
because of the artistic and literary merits of his plain and lucid compo- 
sitions; his literary pieces of prose, on the other hand, have also been 
widely appreciated in the literary circles because of their content, forms, 
and fearless writing style. His essays have been published in the maga- 
zines and journals like ‘Sheeraza’, ‘Tasalsul’ and ‘Bazm’. His prose works 
are not much in number; however, whatever little he has written does 
not bear any less importance. 


Rind Bhadarwahi 


3 Rind Bhadarwahi, in the words of Mansha-ur-Rehman Mansha: 
Jenab Talib Hussain Rind is one such perfect boozer in the tavern of 
feetry whose frank and poetic personality has greatly inspired me. 
_ “as he is a humorous poet having deep insight into the imagina- 
on and skill of creativity, he is simultaneously also an experienced 
Mose-writer full of wit.” There doesn’t seem to be any exaggeration in 
oo ‘ hi of Mansha Sahib, His short-story writing would be sepa- 
0 i discussed, however, his other contributions to Prose cannot be 
"stlooked that reached public in the form of his articles, included in 
‘ ey Published by various organizations in District Doda. ex 
abe g sketches of some poets of District Doda and atta . 
Mo Y been Published in ‘Anwar-e-Fareedya, Pas Ufag and in the fa- 
'S book of Margoob Banihali ‘Kasheer Bala Apart, besides in Dr 
porud-din's famous book ‘Jammu mein Urdu Adal’, and Urdu and 

ofthe we etiodicals of the Journal ‘Sheraza’. Department of yea 
Poets o¢ hmir University had also recorded the introductions of a few 
lective j District Doda in ‘Ahbwal Nama’. However, 
‘Atroduction of Urdu and Kashmiri poets © 

by Rind Bhadarwahi in an interesting an 


the concise but col- 
f Bhadarwah was 
d unbiased book 
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‘Kehkeshaan’ (lit.: Galaxy] published through Jgbal Bazm-e-Adab, It is 
the first collective discourse on the lives and works of the poets, writers, 
and artists of this place which can prove very helpful in fulfilling the 
basic needs of any further research. 

After Rind Sahib’s initial artempts at writing, his second book was 
published by the name of ‘Sheher Ashoob’ [Social Satire; lit.: a poem 
depicting a ruined city] in which Urdu and Kashmiri compositions of 
the local poets have been included. The thoughts and style of Rind are 
evident in the introductory passages of these poets. His essays related to 
life and works of Wafa Bhadarwahi and Ghulam Nabi Dholwal have 
been included in ‘Pas Ufaq’ [lit.: Behind the Horizon] and ‘Zilla Doda 
ki Adbi Shinakht’ (lit.: The Literary Identity of District Doda] respec- 
tively. His articles are also welcomed in ‘Shiraza’. He is counted among 
the good writers of the place. 


Al-Haj Ghulam Qadir Bhat 


Al-Haj Ghulam Qadir Bhalesavi is the founder of Jamia Gani-tul- 
uloom Ikhyarpora (Jakyass) Bhalesa; an organization that he founded 
as a teacher before his retirement so that he could later impart the 
religious and worldly knowledge to poor and impoverished children 
as to those hailing from backward areas. He has been consistently 
toiling hard for this goal with religious fervor and full commitment. 
It is only the fruit of his and his companion’s selfless devotion that 
every year many students from this organization after completing 
their courses excellently discharge their religious duties at different 
places in the state. 

Haji Sahib was always driven to books since his childhood. His pas- 
sion for Urdu language and literature, and religious activities inspired 
him to write and publish many booklets, They include his autobiogra- 
phy entitled as ‘Yad-i-Rafta aur Khayaal Farda’ (lit.: Reminiscences and 
Visions] in which matters like current problems and, status and need of 
a teacher in the society have also been lucidly discussed in a scholarly 
and literary approach. In addition to it, he has also published more 
than a dozen booklets on religious matters, modern education, an 
human issues. His Urdu Prose is very lucid, informative, effective an 
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his masterpieces widen the limits of Urdu language 
sa noble and pious man who has dedicated his life 
and Da the message of his religion and imparting education. He 
vofoundly believes in universal brotherhood and humanism and wish- 
veto formulate @ pious, a righteous and chaste society. 


Master Abdul Kareem 

Master Abdul Kareem is counted among the renowned essayists and 
prose-writers of this area. Many of his articles used to get published in 
the magazines of the Department of Education. His essays published in 
the Monthly ‘Ustaad” (it.: A Teacher] used to be very informative and 
mature, Besides being a prose-writer, he was also an excellent orator. 
During his appointment at Teacher's Training School, he got many 
teacher trainees inclined towards prose-writing. 

His son Mr. Abdul Hafiz also shared a passion for essay writing 
during his college days which he, however, couldn't pursue later in view 
ofhis official responsibilities. Some of his good essays used to get pub- 
lished in Bhadarwah College’s Magazine. Professor Shakeela Malik’s 
Urdu essays on women used to get published in ‘Shaheen’ (lit.: The 
Falcon] which were instantly liked for being informative and profes- 
sional, But later on, she also didn’t encourage this inherent passion to 
‘ome out of the closets of her mind. 


Bhushan Gupta 


ercds essays on the history of Bhadarwah written in Urdu by Mr. 
Says Wei Gupta had been published in the College Magazine. His ef 
Writ tten in English also bore great importance. Had he continue 
ng, he would have been counted among the good writers today. 


Bashir Bhadarwahi 


U ni Bhadarwahi (the Writer) has been closely ee ie 
ings of guage and literature ever since his school days. With . a 
“SUtage s and the guidance of my seniors, I have been ae s' fe 
ny Capa, © write both poetry and prose in this language © © : : 
“"y: With respect to my contribution towards Urdu languas 


very year 


ed with 
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and literature, many writers and researchers of the State have published 
their.sincerest and unbiased opinions about my works in different mag- 
azines, journals, newspapers, and books in the State. Among them So- 
ba-e-Jammu mein Urdu Zubaan ki Tarakki wa Tadreej’ [lit.: Develop- 
ment and Promotion of Urdu Language in the Jammu region] by Dr 
Zahoor-tid-Din, ‘Cultural History of Doda by Mohan Lal Atish, 
‘Kaeshir Abdik Tawareekh (lit: The history of Kashmiri Literature] and 
‘Abwal nama’ (lit.: An Account (of a Writer)] (Department of Kashmi- 
ri, University of Kashmir), ‘ZillaDoda ki Adbi Shinakht ’(lit.: The Liter- 
ary Identity of District Doda] (Aseer Kishtwari), ‘Zilla Doda ki Adbi wa 
Sagafati Tareekh’ (Bazm-e-Fareedya Doda) (/it.: The Literary and Cul- 
tural History of District Doda], ‘Kebkeshaan’ (lit.: Galaxy] by Talib 
Hussain Rind, ‘Tasveer-e-Zilla Deda’ [lit.: A Scenario of District Doda] 
by Aseer Kishtwari, ‘Anwar-e-Fareedya (Fareedya Bazm-e-Adab Doda), 
‘Shiraza’ Doda etc. and numerous newspapers and magazines are worth 
mentioning. The writer has also written reviews and forewords for 
many books, critical essays, and research papers as well. These articles, 
etc. have been published in ‘Zilla Doda ki Adbi aur Saqafati Shinakht’ 
(4t.: The Literary and Cultural Identity of District Doda}, ‘ Zasveer Zil- 
la Doda’ by Aseer Kishtwari, ‘Shiraza’ Urdu and Jammu university's 
‘Tasalsul (lit.: The Continuity or Sequence], ‘Wafz Bhadarwahi: Hayat 
aur Shayiri’ [Wafa Bhadarwahi: Life and Poetry], ‘Bazm-e-Adab Bha- 
darwah (lit.: Literary Organisation of Bhadarwah], ‘Anjuman-e-Kisht- 
war’ [lit.: (Kishtwar Literary Society], ‘Pas Ufag (lit.: Behind the Hori- 
zon], Chalant Forum Kishtwar and other books, etc. A translated 
version of an English review written on Aseer Kishtwari’s famous book 
‘Focus on Jammu and Kashmir’ has also been published in Urdu Shina- 
za besides the said book. In addition to these essays, the writer has also 
written reviews and forewords for many Urdu poetry collections among 
which the collections of Asad Bhadarwahi, Zameer Faredi, Shaz Sharq) 
Rasa Javedani (Latest Edition) Noor-u-Zama'n Siddiqi Noor, etc: are 
worth mentioning. The writer had also written a drama ‘Ustad aur Sa- 
maj (lit.: Teacher and the Society] which had been staged at’ High 
School Jagyas in the year AD 1962, Essays on various topics asked by 
Radio Kashmir Jammu also kept getting broadcast. Except for mene 
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tioning the names of these works, it doesn't look too appropriate to 
attach any opinions to my own literary work. 

‘The literary circles of the place are fully appreciative of the services 
rendered by Yasir Publishing House to Urdu language and Literature 
which was founded by Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Zargar (Doda). It was 
because of its support that many books on religion and Urdu language 
and Literature got published here. They primarily include ‘Zilla Doda 
hj Adbi aur Sagafati Shinakhe (lit.: The Literary and Cultural Identity 
of District Doda] in which the poets and writers of Bhadarwah have 
also been respectfully mentioned. In addition to the above-mentioned 
book, ‘Anwar-e-Fareedya’ published through Fareedya Bazm-e-Adab 
Doda is a work of fundamental importance with respect to the History 
of Literature. Similarly, the famous book of Aseer Kishtwari ‘Zasveer-e- 
Zilla Doda’ and ‘Zilla Doda Ki Adbi Shinakht’ are authentic books writ- 
ten comprehensively on the history of the literature of different lan- 
guages of District Doda. Comprehensive studies on the literary 
contributions of all the writers and poets of Bhadarwah have been writ- 
ten and included in these books. Lives and major works, etc. of many 
poets have been portrayed in the books like ‘Pas Ufag’, Sheher Ashoob, 
Fugaan-i-Neem Shab’ and ‘Kehkeshaan’ published at the local level. The 
invaluable contributions of these writers are worth-applauding which 
surely would light the ways of many future researchers. 


Master Des Raj Katil 


The essays of Master Des Raj Katil have been getting published in 
the college magazines and the periodical of Bazm-e-Adab, ‘Bazm’ Even 
though his essays bear historical importance yet their literary impor- 
‘ance cannot be overlooked. Katil Sahib in his articles written in En- 
glish tries to highlight some aspects related to the identity of this area. 

ecause of his command over Hindi language and literature as well, he 
“an serve both these languages. 


Al-Haj Ghulam Rasool Owaisi 


Al-Haj Ghulam Rasool Owaisi’s grandfather Asad Ju Malik shifted 


f 
"om Bhadarwah to village Dharevdhi of Illaqa Bhalesa and settled 
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there. Haji Sahib (Haji: title for a Muslim who has made a pilgrimage 
to Mecca] used to work as a teacher in the Department of Education 
during which he met a saintly person Moulana Muhammad Amin 
Owaisi and became his disciple as per the Owaisi school of thought and 
laid the foundation of ‘Madrasa Owaisiya Aminiya’ (Madrasa: Islamic 
School] at his village. In his book ‘Shamah Hidayat’ [lit.: The Candle of 
Guidance], he has presented his thoughts about his School of thought 
and other religious and literary issues. In addition to it, his books in- 
clude ‘Irfan ba-unwan Takhleeq Kayinat’ (lit.: Mystical Knowledge of 
the Creation of Universe], ‘Sheikh aur Mureea’ [lit.: Guru and Disci- 
ple], ‘Rah Tareegat al-maroof Bayyat'’ (lit.: The path of Tarigat popularly 
known as Bayyat (Tarigat: Sufi Doctrine)], ‘Fazail-e-Durood-o-Salam’ 
(t.: The Blessings by offering Duroods (Durood-o-Salam: invoking 
God's blessing on Prophet Muhammad?*)]. These books clearly show 
his love and expertise in the Urdu language. His style is simple but ef- 
fective and interesting. He passed away from this temporal world a few 


years ago. His contributions to the Urdu language shall be always re- 
membered. 


Muhammad Iqbal Sartaj Bhadarwahi 


Muhammad Iqbal Sartaj Bhadarwahi was the son of postman Khwa- 
ja Ghulam Qadir. He had been gifted with the art of writing, He was a 
very fine calligraphist, Prose-writer and a researcher. His love went be- 
yond itself to become his obsession of Urdu language and literature. He 
was also a good Hakim [Hakim: A Muslim doctor who uses traditional 
remedies]. He wanted to write a lot on the Literary history and Khan- 
qahs [Khangah: Muslim Shrine], etc, of Bhadarwah but unfortunately, 
the death struck soon and snatched him away from us. However, he 
had completed calligraphing some booklets which he wanted to get 
published, But again whereas his financial constraints became an im- 
pediment, on the one hand, his deteriorating health also didn’t let him 
realize his dream on the other, All of those five manuscripts are pre- 
served. His booklet ‘Paja Surag-i-Zindagi’ (lit. Unravel the Traces of 
Life] and his unpublished book ‘Mublig A’zam: Baghdad se Kishtwar 
tak’ {lit,: The Great Preacher: From Baghdad to Kishtwar] are available 
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sch his family. Those scripted manuscripts of Sartaj evidently depict 
. heartfelt devotion and respect to Researching; saints and those Sha- 
et Baghdad [Epithet for the companions of Sheikh-ul-Alam*; /it.: 
Emperors of Baghdad]. The poetry and life of some local poets men- 
tioned in some of his papers include Rasa Javedani, Khwaja Ghulam 
Nabi Goni Gorgani, Wafa Bhadarwahi, Tanvir Bhadarwahi, Deewana 
Bhadarwahi, and the Writer (of the book), etc. He had consulted a lot 
of reference books for clearing the Adeeb Kamil examination [equiva- 
lent to BA degree] which helped in improving his writings. His works 
seem to be mature to a great extent; however, there is yet some scope of 
polishing his literary skills. The lover of Urdu literature Sartaj Bhadar- 
wahi shall always be remembered as a good poet, a researcher, and a 
humanist and his contributions can never be forgotten by the poets and 
writers of District Doda. He remained associated with Iqbal Bazm-e-Ad- 
ab (Iqbal Literary Society] Bhadarwah until his last breath. 


Professor Shaz Sharqi 

Nature has gifted Professor Shaz Sharqi with many talents. Besides 
being an artist, poet, litterateur, short-story writer and sculptor; he is 
also a very good prose-writer as well. His essays and sketches have been 
published in ‘Shiraza’ Urdu, ‘Tasalsul’ and local magazines. The sim- 
plicity and lucidity of his effective writings say a lot about his passion 
for prose form of literature. 


Aas Bhadarwahi 

Aas Bhadarwahi is counted among the good poets of Urdu litera- 
= He had published his poetry compositions under the name of 
Akas-i-Ayina’ [lit.: The Mirror's Reflection] a few years ago and has also 
compiled and published some Hadith [Hadith: Prophet Muhammad's 
taditions] as an additional contribution to Urdu literature. He is a 
lover of Urdu language and literature. 


Other Prose-Writers 


ree the other prose-writers of Bhadarwah whose writings have 
n published in local periodicals particularly ‘Bazm’ etc., include 
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Zargar, Naqash Bhadarwahi, and Naz 
Sagat nee ined ne eee abd Hafeez Wani, Ghulam 
oat Mul Ghansham Manhas, Rabia Mughal, and many other 
writers have also been focusing on the prose literature, The above-men- 
tioned writers are also well acquainted with the secrets of oratory, In 
addition to them, Muhammad Shafi Mattoo is primarily counted 
among the powerful prose-writers of Illaqa Bhalesa, whose published 
and unpublished booklets portray his passion and expertise in the Urdu 
language. These booklets include ‘Khatam-ul-Mursaleen’ [Epithet of 
Prophet Muhammad >; /it.: God’s last Messenger or The Seal of the 
Prophet's), ‘Haq-o-Batil ki Rasa Kashi’ (lit.: The Strife between the Truth 
and Falsehood], ‘Bhalesa’, ‘Ramooz haye Fikr’ (lit.: Secrets of Contem- 
plation] and ‘Kuch to Idhar bhi [lit.: Some of it this side also]. His es- 
says have also been gracing many local magazines. He is a good poet 
too. Besides him, his elder brother Muhammad Sharif Mattoo, Bashir 
Sarwal, Master Abdul Rashid Sheikh, Master Muhammad Sikandar 
(Chinas), Ghulam Nabi Bhat (Manoi), Abdul Rashid Magloob (Chil- 
li), Ghulam Qadir Bhat (Changa) and Munawar Din Mir and Muham- 
mad Hussain Abad (Thathri) have all focused towards prose-writing 
and evidently proved their passion for the Urdu literature. 

Imtiyaz Ahmad Mir Advocate (of Badhli Bhalesa)-has shared a devo- 
tional love towards Urdu language and literature ever since his school 
days. Being a robust debater and an orator he has been displaying his 
multi-disciplinary knowledge and intelligence through his magical nar- 
Tations at many literary, political and scholarly gatherings. The sweet- 


ness of different couplets of many poets that he recites during his 
speeches makes his style 


he has been personally 
mative essays have bee: 


in Shiraza Urdu (Doda). In the words of 
It has been included in the said literary issue 
s probably the only literary personality of Dis- 
oken to Azad Sahib in such detail. We have 
on him on account of his deep literary knowl- 


trict Doda who has sp 
Pinned a lot of hopes 
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edge He isalsoa member of many National and International Literary, 
social and Human Rights’ organizations. 
Calligraphy 

Despite the unavailability of teaching facilities of the calligraphy, 
some famous calligraphists were born in Bhadarwah kingdom, among 
which (Late) Ghulam Muhammad Dhaenju, (Late) Ghulam Ahmad 
Khateeb, Sadiq Hussain Baba and Sartaj Bhadarwahi have always been 
counted above all. Besides them, Qazi Javed, Ghulam Hussain Naqash, 
Quzi Shabir Ahmad, etc. are also counted in the first ranks of calligra- 
phists. Those from Bhalesa area include Ghulam Mustafa Kamal, Hafiz 
Ishaq (Teligarh), Hafiz Mir (Barthi), Ishaq Khan, Puran Chand (Kota), 
Imran Malik, Shamim Mattoo and Feroze Khan (Joura) who are worth 
mentioning. Among the old calligraphists of Bhalesa, Munshi Ram 
Chand Parihar, Roop Chand Chouhan, Ghulam Mustafa Mir (Bisran), 
Ghulam Mustafa Chowganiand Amir Chand (Sunwaruh) can be in- 
cluded. In absence of any technical guidance, the future of this art 


; : 
doesn't seem very promising. 


Urdu Journalism and Newspapers 


Despite facing a thousand hurdles, the undivided District Doda 
never lagged behind in the field of journalism also. The famous journal- 
‘ts and news correspondents of this place have played their perfect 
toles in the initial and evolutionary times of Journalism in the state. 
2 include Nishat Kishtwari, Ishrat Kishtwari, Munshi Nasr-ullah 
se Ishar Singh Bilowria, Mast Fareedi, Ghulam Rasool Azad, 
pate Manhas, Asif Jan, Shad Fareedi, Abdul Rehman Roniyal, Mu- 
ammad Sharif Sartaj, Muhammad Bashir Zargat, Abdul Gani Shah, 
hammad Iqbal Dev, Mushtaq Fareedi, Naseer Ahmad Khoda, Fayaz 

oe Haq Nawaz Nehru, Masood Ahmad Wani, Nadeem Khan, 

thas Inayatullah Lone, Jaswant Singh Chadak, Ibn Nashaad, 
and ustat Bashir and Rehmat-ullah Roniyal, etc. Again, the ie 
cont of Aseer Kishtwari, Fareed Ahmad Fareedi, O.P. th ur, 

n Mir, and the Writer (of this book) get often published in the 


Ra: 
Delish Newspapers, 
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In Jammu, Rana Devinder Singh (M.L.C.) runs his Television 
Channel ‘Take-One’ while in Bhadarwah town ‘Baba Channel’ broad- 
casts programs related to local news, music, and discussions, etc. 

Among the magazines, journals and newspapers that kept getting 
published within the domain of Bhadarwah, the oldest newspaper 
‘Chenab’ under the editorship of Thakur Ishar Singh Bilowria was pub- 
lished for many years since AD 1923. After the demise of Bilowria Sa- 
hib, the responsibility of its Editorship was discharged by Mr. O.P 
Thakur but this newspaper was closed down some years ago for un- 
known reasons. Khwaja Ghulam Rasool Azad’s weekly ‘Deher’ [The 
Times} was also published very spiritedly until a few years before his 
death. Similarly, Ranbir Manhas’s weekly ‘Everest Times’ after rising to 
its zenith in Bhadarwah could not cope up with the challenges of the 

changing times and was shut down. Muhammad Sharif Niyaz Bhalesa- 
vis Daily ‘Rah Manzil’ [4t.: The Path towards Destiny] has been con- 
tinuously under print from Talaab-Khatika’n Jammu since the year AD 
1980. It has neither tumbled nor sought any help until now. Under the 
editorship of Jaswant Singh Charak, English weekly ‘Heights of Life’ is 
also being published from Bhadarwa 
Paper published locally in contrast to all other newspapers who after 
bearing with the whims and caprices of the owners of the Printing 
Presses located in Jammu, are compelled to pass on the pulls and puffs 


of the state news to their readers. In fact, it was these printing presses of 


Jammu that became a reason for the collapse of many newspapers too. 
Recently, Urdu weekly ‘Bhadarwah Times’ was also started under the 
editorship of Ms Nusrat Bashir. Though the paper has not hit the stands 
in Bhadarwah, however, the Newspaper vendors of Jammu drop its 


complimentary copies along with other papers in different households 
of Jammu. Only time would prove how long would this ‘Times’ sur- 
vivel It is wished that it 


may continue ‘ticking’ and updating us for a 
long time, Hasar maloom! (for, The Doomsday is Evident!], as our 
newspapers often meet an abrupt collapse, exactly when they are at the 
Pinnacle of their success, Nevertheless, it should be remembered that 
these newspapers besides contributing to Urdu language and literature 
have also greatly helped in bringing Productive changes in our political, 


h for many years. It is a first news- 
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social and civilized ideologies. Mr. Ranbir Singh Manhas has been pub- 
ishing his English Daily ‘J8cK Reporter’ since a long time from Jammu 
in which he also keeps highlighting the Culture of District Doda and 
Bhadarwah along with other developmental programs being executed 
there. How appropriate does this couplet sound with respect to his 
patriotism! 
Gau mein raha raheen-i-sitam haye Rozgar 
Lekin tere khayal se Gafil nahi raha 


Though, forever I remained mortgaged to the irony of my fate 
Yet never could I remain free of thy thoughts. 
[raheen-i-sitam; lit.: mortgaged to sorrow] 


The credible journalists and correspondents of this place include 
Nadeem Khan, Majid Malik, O.P. Thakur, Ibn Nashaad, Arif Khateeb, 
Imtiaz Mir, Inayat-ullah Lone, the Writer and many other young peo- 
ple who keep sending their fresh reports and articles on everyday events 
of Bhadarwah to different newspapers. Recently, the Daily ‘Udaan’ 
[ht.: The Flight] has also started soaring high. The famous journalist of 
Bhadarwah Tanvir Ahmad Khateeb is also one of its Editors. Also, Shri 
Om Prakash Thakur, a very experienced man in this profession publish- 
“Sa newspaper by the name of ‘Chenab Valley’. 


College and School Magazines 
The magazine of Degree College Bhadarwah ‘Shaheen’ (lit.: The Fal- 


vf. considered one of the prime magazines among the publications 
ber. 10015 and colleges of Bhadarwah. The Special Edition of ‘Sha- 
td AD 1971 was released by former Prime Minister of India Ms 
ai Gandhi, Bearing a huge historical significance, it was a first 
hia and reasonable anthology on the history, geography, culture, 

"<> and folklore of Bhadarwah. Many writers and historians have 
a from it adding valuable details to their books. The unique 
ists es “appreciating contributions of many intellectuals and essay- 

“rated with the Editorial board of this issue shall forever be re- 

as *espectfully. ‘Shaheen’ kept getting published at intervals 
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since AD 1963. Considering the downfall and plight of the magazine 
for some years, it is direly felt that the magazine should be entrusted to 
some experienced intellectual so that it is revived back to its original 
standard. Before ‘Shaheen’, a magazine ‘Sartaj’ {lit.: The Crown] from 
High School Doda in AD 1954 and magazine ‘Chougan’ [lit.: An Ex- 
pansive Ground] from Higher Secondary School Kishtwar in the first 
decade of the 20 Century had been started getting published. Howev- 
er, both these magazines closed down after publishing a few issues only. 
A magazine of Islamia Fareedya Model School Doda by the name of 
‘Roshni ka Safr’ (lit.: A journey of Enlightenment] also started getting 
published from AD 1984 which however does not get published regu- 
larly now. 

Around 20-25 years ago a few schools of the backward and remote 
area Bhalesa brought out ‘Kalguni’ and ‘Bhalesa’ magazines under the 
leadership, guidance, and editorship of Mr. Ghulam Rasool Chowgani. 
Many educationists, writers, intellectuals and poets contributed their 
important historical, educational, literary, political, social and research 
essays, articles, and poetry compositions, etc. to these magazines. They 
included Jenab Ghulam Rasool Azad, Jenab Abdul Aziz Bhat, Jenab 
Sultan Muhammad Khan, Jenab Rasa Javedani, the Writer Bashir Bha- 
darwahi, Munshi Ram Chander, Master Muhammad Sharif Mattoo, 
Ghulam Rasool Shah besides many other students. These highly infor- 
mative essays have a very unique identity and possess a huge historical 
significance. Mr Muhammad Shafi Mattoo published a booklet by the 
name of ‘Bhalesa ‘ in AD 1970 in which information regarding the 
boundaries, economics, agricultural production, beautiful spots, forests 
and people of Bhalesa was provided. Iqbal Bazm-e-Adab (lit.; Iqbal Lit- 
erary Society] Bhadarwah has so far published around eight periodicals 
by the name of ‘Bazm’ in which the writings of many local litterareurs, 
poets, intellectuals, and writers besides those from undivided District 
Doda keep getting published. Among the magazines published by the 
literary societies of Doda region, ‘Bazm’ is one such a periodical that 
has been regular in publishing different informative and quality articles 
on literature, histories, cultures, etc. The credit for its perseverance and 
Prominence goes to the current President of the Bazm Talib Hussain 
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rind who with his hard work, 
compromised On its quality, with 
if Bhadarwah assisting him sid 
jiretary> culrural and historical j 


dedication and sincere passion never 

h ‘a course the entire literary fraternity 

idea f 

= y side at every step. Neither can the 
portance of ‘Bazm’ | 

md — , 2 of *f be ever overlooked 

nor can the overall contributions of its writers and different Presidents 


be forgotten. The organization has laid new paths f 
; s for the benefit 
future lieterateurs of the State. P ca 


Urdu Short Story Writing 


In the craft of this sensitive genre of Short-story, some of the writers 
of Bhadarwah have displayed such artistic feats that have placed them 
among the finest short-story writers of the State. Among them, Dr 
Abdul Majeed, Talib Hussain Rind, Professor Abdul Raheem Mughal, 
Abdul Majeed Raz, Jaswant Manhas, and Shaz Sharqi are worth men- 
tioning. 

Dr Abdul Majeed has written more than a hundred short and 
mini-stories. Some of these short stories have been getting published in 
the magazines and journals within and outside the state. Among these, 
some of his exceptional short stories were widely acclaimed, including 
primarily ‘falta Gulaab’ (lét.: The Burning Rose], ‘Zalaash’ {lit.: The 
Search], ‘Aap Beeti’ [Autobiography], and ‘Money Order’. His powerful 
short-stories portray the bitter encounters of life that are often inspired 
by his personal experiences, through which he captures the human pain 
and afflictions in his words. His works are also characterized by wit and 
satire. The influence of the fearless writing style of Sadat Hassan Manto 
is clearly depicted on his works. His mastery over brevity can be easily 
adjudged by one of his 28 worded short-stories Aap Beeti. 

Talib Hussain Rind is also a good short-story writer and an essayist 
besides being a poet, writer, and researcher. Among his initial short-sto- 
Y attempts, “Hum Wali Hogaye’ (lit.: Thus We Became a Saint] and 
Kunwae se Jheel Tak’ (lit.: From Well to the Lake] are two such short 
a which were published in ‘Afkar-i-Mili’ and ‘Hind Samachar’ te- 
Pextively He published his short stories under the title of ‘Saraboun ka 
‘ : bien Journey of Mirages]. The collection comprises of his 15 

“stories which have been widely appreciated in the literary circles 
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both at the local and the state level. His short stories are not 
marvel of his soaring imagination but also a reflection of 
tion of values, disregard of virtues, the miseries inflicted 
occurrences, dishonesty, materialism, and lust for Power in our society, 
They also straightly target che double-standards of the religious Buides, 
besides highlighting other social and economic issues. The otherwise 
unexplored colours of wit and sarcasm found abundandly in his stories 
grant him a distinguished position among other local writers, a quality 
that points towards his being well-read in the literary field 

Abdul Majeed Raz was also deeply associated with the world of short 

stories as well as poetry, His passion for short-story writing developed 
while he worked in the Department of Information. His works kept 
getting published in the local and National Magazines and journals. 
Many of his short-stories found a place in the magazine ‘Zameer [lit: 
Creation] published by the same Department. In addition to it, he also 
kept getting published in some newspapers, thus establishing himself 
among the short-story writers of the state. His short stories also bear a 
distinction for their lucidity and brevity in which he has beautifully 
depicted his sensitivity towards disturbing incidents, social issues and 
human empathy surrounding him. In ‘Sapnoun ke Sheesh Mahal’ (lit: 
Glass Houses of the Dreams], he appears waging a war of words against 
the social evils and useless traditions. In ‘Hasratoun ki Rakh’ (lit.: The 
Ashes of Longings]; he visually portrays all the ecstatic and tormenting 
emotions striking Hamid upon his first glance at Saleema, through 
such unique metaphors that now seem to have become his unique style 
of writing. The short-story ‘Adam Khor’ (lit: The Cannibal or The 
Man-Eater] was as though a prophecy of his own death. He writes — 
“What do you know how many wild savages did I shame for the sake of 
this wealth, status and dignity! How many innocents did I force into 
mental trauma, compelling them to die without actually dying-” 

He sadly got caught in a bomb blast near Doda Hospital and parted 
from us to ‘meet his True Lord’, depriving the literary world of a virtu- 
ous man, emerging poet and short-story writer. 

Professor Muhammad Asadullah Wani had started writing short-sto- 
ries with ‘Adbora Taj Mahal’ (lit.: Incomplete Taj Mahal (Taj Mahal; A 


merely a 
the degrada- 
by everyday 
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Mughal Mausoleum in India often regarded worldwide as a ‘Symbol of 
Immortal Love’)], ‘Jntizaar ka Qaidi’ [lit.: An Awaiting Prisoner], ‘In- 
ricaar’ (lit: Waiting or An Anticipation], ‘Ta‘qub’ [lit.: The Pursuit], 
‘Tavi ne Kaha’ (lit. Tawi Revealed (Tawi: A River flowing through Jam- 
mu)] etc. These short stories were also published in some magazines 
and journals. They revolve around the present-day social issues as well 
as the traditional themes of Love's restlessness or tempests. The writer's 
grasp over the content and his overall power is well depicted through 

these stories. They also reveal the writer's genuine sensitivity towards his 

society. We do not know the reason for his lack of interest towards writ- 

ing short-stories, although the appreciation that his mentioned 

mini-stories have received and his essay Jammu wa Kashmir mein Urdu 

Afiana Nigari’ (lit.: Urdu Short-story writing in Jammu and Kashmir] 

is a testimony of his interest and commitment in this regards. 

Professor Shaz Sharqi is also an emerging short-story writer besides 
being a good poet, famous artist and essayist. Initially, he wrote 
short-stories like ‘Gareeb aur Makhiyan’ (lit.: Poot and the Flies] and 
‘Meri Tanbayi’ (lit.: My Loneliness]. Thereafter, he presented works like 
‘Kutay {lit,: Dogs], Sunhaeri Baal’ (Jit.: The Golden Ball] and ‘Humari 
Begum’ (lit: My Wife]. He has also rendered his contributions to soci- 
¢ty by unveiling human afflictions and the effects of unexpected events 
around us in many of his works, His language is very simple yet attrac- 
tive. Professor Shaz Sharqi also wrote a few short-stories some time 
back which have not been published. It is expected that his writings 
would soon come to us in the near future and also get acknowledg- 
ments from the literary circles. 

Professor Abdul Raheem Mughal also wrote a few short-stories but 
who knows why did he observe a Jong silence in this regard afterward. 

is thought is romantic and style effective. He has also been a devotee 
of Urdu language and literature. Couplets of many great poets keep 
Bracing his conversations. Some of his short-stories dipped in wit and 
Satire have also been published. 

“swant Manhas belongs to a respected and industrious family of 
wah. He is counted among the important and committed 


sho, . ‘ i 
M-story writers. His three short-story collections have been pub- 
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lished so far. They include ‘Tawajja’ [t.: Attention], ‘Muskuratey Naso. 
or’ {&t.; The Smiling Sores] and ‘Yaadein’ [lit.: Memories] while his 
fourth collection is under compilation and printing. His short-stories 
spring forth from his surroundings in which his characters like Kar. 
ma-Yogis ! are seen sometimes laughing and sometimes wailing over 
the conflicts or circumstances. Jaswant Manhas's writings depict a sort 
of mentorship in which he looks desirous of finding a permanent cure 
of our ailing society. 

Short-story writing should certainly be practiced by many other 
writers of Bhadarwah as well but because of the unavailability of their 
published or unpublished works, we would have to restrict the content 
of this project to the contribution of the above-mentioned writers only. 


Clarifying A Misunderstanding about Kashmiri Language 
and Literature 


The misunderstanding of some of the Kashmiri writers that the 
Kashmiri language and its literary activities are confined within the 
walls around Verinag to Baramulla should be clear after the publica- 
tion of detailed reviews on the books of Kashmiri writers of Jammu 
province like ‘Kashir Baale Apaari’ [Kash.; lit.: Kashmir. Beyond the 
Mountains] by Margoob Banihali, ‘“Tasveer Zilla Doda’ {lit.: The Sce- 
nario of District Doda] and ‘Focus on Jammu and Kashmir’ by Aseet 
Kishtwari, ‘Jaemes manz kashir’ zabaan’ te adbik tawareekh’ {Kash.; 
4it.: The History of Kashmiri Language and Literacure in Jammu] by 
Manshoor Banihali and an anthology on. ‘Soba Jammu ke Kashmiri 
Shaura’ (lit: Kashmiri Poets of the Jammu Region), besides many 
other books on Culture written by numerous writers, These books 
shed ample light on the contributions to the Kashmiri language and 
literature made by the writers of this place.. The Kashmiri language #s 
also spoken and understood in different districts of the Jammu region 
and some rural areas of Himachal Pradesh as well besides the Chenab 
Valley. Some areas of Doda region can be clearly identified. as Kash- 
miri areas where the entire lives of the people revolve around this 
language. Among the other areas of the Jammu region, a lot of Kash- 
miri Muslims and Pandits are settled in District Jammu and District 
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Karluua besides pay rea of District Rajouri, District Poonch, and 
District Udhamput. P eae 

Kashmiri is the mother-tongue of around 60% population in the 
undivided District Doda which can be understood by 90% of the peo- 
ple here. In comparison to the other Districts of Jammu region, the 
historical contributions of the writers of District Doda or Chenab Val- 
ley, for the promotion of Kashmiri language and literature across times, 
is now being realized by different literary circles of the State. ‘Kishtwari’ 
language in the crue form of Kashmiri language is still in vogue in the 
Hindu households of the Kishtwar area which can be spoken and under- 
stood by the entire population living there. The residents of Kishtwar 
can also properly speak the existing persianised Kashmiri language. 

Dialects like Siraji, Padri, Bhalesai (Pahari) Bhadarwahi, Pogli, Kh- 
isaali, etc, are spoken in Doda region but the Kashmiri language spoken 
here resembles with that of the Anantnag area of the Kashmir Valley 
albeit sometimes with the influence of Dogri and Pahari accents. Any 
person arriving from Kashmir can immediately identify this difference. 
Many words of the Bhadarwahi and Bhalesvi languages have been in- 
cluded in the Kashmiri language which is a valuable addition to its rich 
Vocabulary, 


Poetry, Prose and Research Literature in the 
Miri Language 

Because of the mi 
old mutual telations 
teas of Doda tegion 
ad become the c 
of Bhadarwah didn't 
of this 8tadual mig 
and Politics kept i 


iri langu: 
wih: age 
~ language, 
: tre Wasn't 
i abandon ‘ 
th Som, 


gration of the Kashmiri population and the age- 
» the exploration of Kashmiri Poetry in different 
was an inevitable outcome. Kishtwar, Doda, Bani- 
radles of the Kashmiri literature; however, the area 
lag any behind in this regard. Ever since the times 
ration; Kashmiri culture and tradition, literature 
nfluencing every sector of life here. Although the 
of this area kept getting influenced by local Bhadar- 
Dogri of the Jammu region and Punjabi of Punjab; yet 
much influence over its linguistic structure and neither did 
a uch words or phrases which have been declared as obsolete 
* afeas of 


the Kashmir valley. 
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The culture of speaking the Kashmiri language can be seen across the 
beautiful mountains and valleys and the meadows spread between the 
heights of Kahil Jagasar in IHaqa Bhalesa to the bordering peak Dehra 
Top of Marmat Galiyan of this old kingdom. In fact, the life of the 
subsistence of this language here predominantly depends on these nat- 
urally beautiful meadows where it is mostly spoken. 

Kashmiri poetry had started to sprout here ever since the days of 
Migration which later gradually bloomed with the passage of time. To- 
day, we can proudly take the names of numerous writers, poets, and 
scholars who because of their invaluable literary contributions to this 
language have carned laurels both within and outside the State. Rein- 
forced by their literary merit, some poets and writers also succeeded in 
earning appreciation from literary circles of the entire Indo-Pak 
sub-continent. 

Many writers and artists of the Chenab Valley have harnessed their 
gifted talents and further enriched the treasure of our Kashmiri liter- 
ature. By making contributions bearing foundational importance, 
they have brought forth this area on the literary and cultural maps of 
the state. Some of them primarily include Mohi-ud-din Mahi of 
Kishrwar, Baha-ud-din Bahai, Kamgar Kishrwari, Nishat Kishewari. 
Ulfac Kishtwari, Janbaz Kishtwari, Badrinath Palmadi, Qadir Baer- 
wadi, Manmohan Qaesar, Fida and Aseer Kishewari, etc. Among the 
famous writers of Doda, Shad Fareedi, Mushtaq Fareedi, Raheem 
Gratal, Zameer Fareedi, Ghulam Ahmad Andrabi, Ghulam Rasool 
Korah (Ladi Shab), Asim Fareedi, Fareed Ahmad Fareed, Rafiq eel 
drabi, Abdul Hafiz, Thakur Charat Singh, etc. are worth mensioning: 
The prominent writers of Banihal include Ghulam Ahmad Banihali 
Abdul Raheem A’ma Banihali, Margoob Banihali, Manshoor Baniha- 
li, Showkat Shaeda, Rehmat Banihali, Amin Banihali. Jawaad. Jana 
Begum Marjan, Siraj, etc. ea a 

“The people who helped colour the 150-year-old history of Kashmir 
Khwaja Ghulam 
uf Qadoos Rasa 
se con~ 


literature in Bhadarwah, primarily include 
Shaenju, Khwaja Abdul Gaffar Ahgar Bhadarwahi, Abd 
Javedani. In addition to it, there are numerous other names who 


tributions are laudable. 
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Khwaja Ghulam Ahmad Dhenju 


Khwaja Ghulam Ahmad Dhenju was a very talented Kashmiri poet 
and writer, besides also being a Persian and Urdu expert, famous reli- 
gious scholar and excellent calligraphist. He was the man who educated 
many students in Bhadarwah’s first and oldest Madrasa (Madrasa: Is- 
lamic School]. His teaching in versified styles kept exposing many stu- 
dents to the mystical secrets of the Salah [Salah or Namaz: Islamic 
Prayer] and fasting in the same way as had been first started in Kashmir 
by Hazrat Noor-ud-Din Wali *.!7 

He also introduced Kashmiri Naats [Naat: Encomium written or 
sung in praise of Prophet Muhammad **" here. Being a Holy man, he 
himself was very pious and strictly observant of fasting and Salahs. It is 
said that he had migrated to Bhadarwah from Habba Kadal Mohalla of 
Srinagar (Kashmir) and had married a virtuous woman of Padar Fami- 
lyhere. Fani clan of Bhadarwah is associated with him. He lived a long 
life before departing from this temporal world. 


Rasa Javedani 


Many thinkers, researchers, and litterateurs have cast light on Rasa 
Javedani Sahib’ poetic contributions through their essays, articles, and 
Papers. He is counted among the renowned poets of not only District 
Doda or the state but also of the entire Indo-Pak sub-continent. Even 
while living in a backward area such as Bhadarwah, he granted a new 
“yle and artistic subtleties to the Kashmiri Ghazal (Ghazal: Urdu/Per- 
wanl Arabic lyric poem] and by experimenting with different genres 
“Pt expanding its domain. His first Kashmiri poetry collection span- 
- Bactoss a few pages was published by the name of ‘ Tuhfa-e-Kashmir 
lt: The Gift of Kashmir] in the year AD 1954, Later, his works kept 
Bering Published with some additions and alterations, the detail of 

‘sh has already been given. 


Ahgar Bhadarwahi 


ent Gaffar Khateeb Ahgar Bhadarwahi is counted as one of the 
“St leads in the caravan of Kashmiri literature, whose Kashmiri 
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works had already been published in the form of a booklet in the year 
AD 1947. He would compose poetry in Gojri, Urdu and Punjabi lan- 
guages as well. (Late) Abgar was a vety pious and God-fearing respect- 
able man who was a regular observant of fasts and Salahs. The colours 
of mysticism are evident in his poetical works. He was a tailor by pro- 
fession but also used to sell books to make his ends meet. His Kashmi- 
ti Naats have been lost with the passage of time that he had got cal- 
ligraphed by (Late) Khwaja Ghulam Ahmad Khateeb. He would 
collectively present these Naats during the first ten days of Eid Milad-ul 
Nabi*"! along with a huge group of children in each lane and every 
bazaar. His Naats would overflow with the love of Prophet Muham- 
mad"®U4, His Kashmiri works including Naats, Manqabat [lit.: Eulogy 
of the Prophet Muhammad’s companions] and Ghazals are character- 
ised by simplicity and lucidity which are also very valuable in terms of 
artistic merits. He held great expertise in designing the Gujjar attires. 
He passed away from this temporal world in the year AD 1952 at an 
age of around 75 years. 


Subhan Ju Keelu 


Subhan Ju Keelu was born at one of the most backward areas Tha- 
nala of Bhadarwah in the year AD 1902 and passed away in the year 
AD 1981. He used to compose poetry in Kashmiri language and would 
sing his works too. His works are not available in the form of a book or 
any other written form; however, it is still preserved in the hearts of the 
people residing there. He was an illiterate person but was deeply fond 
of Kashmiri language and poetry. 


Sultan Ju Banday 


Sultan Ju Banday was born at Bhadarwah in the year AD 1915. He 
was completely illiterate but poetry became an inherent ingredient of 
his blood. The Writer (of this book) had preserved one of his Kashmiri 
songs in the book ‘Doda Zillek Kashir Lok Baeth’ {Kash.; 4t.: The Folk 
Songs of District Doda]. His successors ought to compile his works and 


ae them in the form of a book. He passed away in the year AD 
79. j 
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Wafa Bhadarwahi 


Khwaja Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Khateeb (Wafa Bhadarwahi) was 
born in Bhadarwah in the year AD 1925. After completing his initial 
education, he was recruited as a Forest Guard in the Department of 
Forests and later retired as a Forester in the same Department in the 
year AD 1985. He was fond of literature, music and acting since his 
childhood. Initially, he used to Participate in the music gatherings of 
(Late) Rasa and kept learning the secrets of the art of music. In these 
gatherings, he would spellbind his audiences by his melancholic voice, 
Later, he got more inclined towards poetry and kept practising his skills 
in Urdu and Kashmiri languages. His first Kashmiri poetry collection 
by the name of ‘Nad’ [Jit.: The Call] was published in AD 1977. The 
second collection ‘Ishq-i-Tsong’ [Kash.; lit.: The Lamp of Love] was 
published in the year AD 1985. Then, the collection of his Naaés got 
published under the name of ‘Ishq-i-Rasool*” (lit.: The Love for the 
Prophet"). Prior to it, his Urdu compositions had been published as 

Booye Wafa’ [li.: The Odour of Loyalty]. 

There is a traditional flavour in his Kashmiri poetry which colourful- 
ly expresses Nature's beauty and his emotions of love, romance, and 
human empathy. Sometimes, he has also tried to adopt a Suftana (Sufi) 
Style, His contributions to Iqbal Bazm-e-Adab Bhadarwah can never be 
chan Wafa Bhadarwahi kept participating in the local, District 
etn Mushairas (Mushaira: Urdu Poetry evenings or Poetry 
b s]. At last, after a brief illness, he breathed his last on 7 Novem- 


er AD 1988, 


Kanwal Naen Nighat Bhadarwahi 


cana Naen Nighat Bhadarwahi was born in AD 1918 and bid a 
rss to this material world in AD 1992. Nighat held an important 
Used a the prominent poets, musicians, and singers of Bhadarwah. He 
in ie and sing poetry in Urdu and Kashmiri languages also 
On to Bhadarwahi as well. He held expertise at music. His 

Mt Works also portray the themes of brotherhood, humanism, 
Petriotism, He was an active and prominent member of Iqbal Ba- 


RmM-¢. 
ae Bhadarwah right from its formation. 
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Rind Bhadarwahi ; 

Talib Hussain Sheikh (Rind Bhadarwahi) held a special Position 
among the Kashmiri poets of District Doda. He emerged in Bhadar- 
wah simultaneously as a poet, critic, researcher, musician, and singer, 
His passion for reading not only helped him make up for his educa- 
tional deprivations on his own by passing different examinations byt 
the effects of these voracious readings also kept surfacing later on his 
literary life as well. These effects have already been discussed with re- 
spect to his contributions to the Urdu language. So far as his achieve- 
ments in the Kashmiri language is concerned, his collection of works 
‘Dag Dag Dil’ (lit: Besmeared Heart or The Scarred Heart] is worth 
"mentioning which contains poems speaking of the pain of loneliness, 
the devastation of human values while also presenting heart-rending 
images of the modern times. There is also a novelty and diversity in his 
Ghazals. Sometimes shadows of despondency and pessimism too. He 
also writes Naats conforming to the traditional ways of this Naat-writ- 
ing to express his boundless love and devotion to the Holy Prophet 
{Prophet Muhammad?*]. Besides the chastity of his language; the 
qualities of being lyrical, sweet and simple make his works adorable. 
Talib Hussain Sheikh was born at Village Dranga in Bhadarwah on 16* 
April during the AD 1947 riots, After completing his education till 
Matriculation, he got employed as a Clerk in the Department of Edu- 
cation at a very small age and after taking several promotions recendy 
retired as a Section Officer, During his service, he discharged his official 
responsibilities with honesty and full dedication. His association with 
Iqbal Bazm-e-Adab Bhadarwah and his selfless contributions for its de- 


velopment and perseverance makes a golden and valuable chapter in 
the literary history of Bhadarwah. 


Professor Muhammad Asadullah Wani 


The contri 


essed by many of his essays, etc. that he wrote 
Shiraza’ (published by J&K Academy of Art 
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re and Languages) or the works of other writers that he got pub- 
ai in that journal. One can find an immense magnetism, novelty, 
I etulnes in his writings. No reader can help but appreciate the 
levance of his subject matter also. His expression is deep yet to the 
r int, He also says some very good couplets in his mother-tongue, the 
Eales of which can only be counted once his Kashmiri works get 
published. He has recently been appointed as the Professor in the De- 
partment of Urdu Jammu University. 


Nashad Bhadarwahi 


Ghulam Hussain, popularly known as Nashad Bhadarwahi emerged 
asa poet on the land of Bhadarwah during his childhood days only. 
Owing to his unfavourable domestic conditions, he couldn’t continue 
his education beyond Matriculation. However, because of his passion 
for reading and unflinching enthusiasm, he deeply studied the works of 
the old and new poets and developed fine expertise at some subtle tech- 
niques and secrets of Poetry, Nashad Bhadarwahi often writes in short 
meters that are vividly rendered in local flavour. His creative endeav- 
ours contain the flames of new experiments to present glimpses of var- 
ious contemporary issues. He also composes good couplets in Urdu and 
also focuses on Prose literature. 


Sagar Sehrai 


_ Abdul Qayoom Ganai (Sagar Sehrai) always remains busy promor- 
g the literature of Urdu, Kashmiri, Gojri, Dogri and Bhadarwahi lan- 
ee He is a devotee and well-wisher of every language. Besides be- 
si 800d poet, he is also a good musician and singer. Although his 
ane & bent more towards Urdu language and literature, his composi- 
spk the Kashmiri language are very powerful and mature. While 
- id full respect for the traditions of Ghazal-writing, he seems 
és sp siagg with the modern demands of the genre as well. His 
tute, da a deep sensitivity towards the pain of the poor and desti- 
Nstices oe of the people and its resulting anguish, and also the in- 
Who AR ening in the current times. He is a very sentimental person 
‘atried away in his emotions sometimes, making even his 


ure of Bhadarwah 


History & Cult 
. However, he never harbours any grudge 
rofoundly empathetic heart. af 
association with the local music 
the Kashmiri literature, it would certainly be not enoug 

taken among the fore-runners of Iqb 


Bazm-e-Adab. He has played a r 
ance of this organization. After getting retired recently as a Zonal Ed 
cation Officer, he is now busy in vario 


Taskeen Bhadanwi 


rks seem centered around the highs-and-lows of th 
wns of the life, Nature’s beauty and heart-rendin 
romantic expressions. Some of his Kashmiri Poetry collections ha 
been published, the first being ‘Meech Aalav’ (Kash.; lit.: Sweet Invit 
tions]. The second half of his collection of Urdu works ‘Qasar Muha 
bat’ (lit: Palace of Love] comprises of his Kashmiri compositions by th 
name of ‘Lola Alav’ [Kash.; ‘Affectionate Calls] that include Ghi 
Naats (lit: Encomium for Prophet Muhammad **4] and Mangaba 
[lit.: Eulogy for Prophet Muhammad’s companions], etc. Taskeen w: 
born at Village Bhadanoun Tehsil Thathri in AD 1947 and recentl 
retired as a teacher from the government services. 


Bey-Bus Bhadarwahi 

Abdul Gani Bey-Bus Bhadarwahi was born at Village Chaka of Bha 
darwah. After working in the Department of Animal Husbandry for 
very i time, he retired in AD 1992. He is an incredibly noble, reti 
panne and empathetic person. He composes good verses i 
his ieee and the Kashmiri languages. Written in traditional form 
hood. Th elope portray his spirit of love, humanism, and brother 
also resiotflly-en of local poetry is evident in his works. His nam¢ i 

c 

2m-e-Adab she aor among the oldest members of Iqbal Ba 


identity. His wo! 
times, ups-and-do 
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aid Bhalesav! 
pdullah Khan Talib Bhalesavi is counted among the prime Kash- 
Al 


se OF the Bhalesa area. He was born at village Kilhouraran on 
a @ 1974 Vikrami {July 23 AD 1917]. He was associated with 
ga Savane ‘ ° : . : 

and literature since his childhood and kept serving his moth- 
by saying couplets in it. Rich in satire and humour, his Kash- 
atongue DY : 

a has not only found a place in the heart of every person of 
- alesa but has also been widely accepted across the entire Dis- 
Haga Bates is 
wt Doda. The blows inflicted by his fearless satire have given many 
deepless nights t0 the exploiters and corrupt employees of District 
Doda. Every misled person is seen terrified ‘of the pain caused by his 
poetic daggers’. 

The impact of the ‘Marsiya’ [Elegy (as a poetic genre generally com- 
memorating Imam Hussain’s martyrdom)] of Talib Bhalesavi is so pow- 
erful that even the most stone-hearted persons melt right away. The 
mention of some inequalities also keeps coming up in his works whose 
benefit and importance to the society cannot be overlooked. He was 
not only a common poct but also a virtuous and God-fearing man. His 
poetry aimed to rectify the society and his writings reflected his visions 
of fore-seeing the happenings around him. He spent some of the mo- 
ments of his last day with the Writer at his government quarter at Doda 
and later insisted on spending a night with Aseer Sahib, where during 
the same night he passed away due to a heart attack on 6* February AD 
1990. Despite heavy rains the following morning, his mortal body was 
tattied towards his native village where it was laid to rest. This writer 
shall forever remember his sense of humour and particularly the won- 
derful satire of his poem written on ‘Chaprasiyoun ki Tayinatt’ (lit.: The 
Recruitment of the Peons]. 


Zayyit Bhadarwahi 

a Abdul Jabbar (Zayyir Bhadarwahi) would earlier use the name 

ae (lit: Sinner] as his nom de plume but later, he probably renounced 
* uncommitted sins’ and established his prestige as @ commanding 

Poet by the name of ‘Zayyir (lit: Pilgrim]. After obtaining a B.A. De- 
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gtee, he did his M.A. in Persian language and got appointed as the 
Persian lecturer in Higher Secondary School. Later, after formally sery- 
ing as a teacher in many schools and for some time in Degree College 
Bhadarwah too, he retired some time ago and got engaged in social 
services like providing ‘Indigenous Modes of Treatment’ to the people, 
He is counted among the prime Urdu poets of District Doda. Creating 
Persianised Urdu poetry in such a remote place reflects his deep thoughts 
and expertise at these languages. He has perfect command over the ac- 
cidence and syntax also. Since some time, he has now been enthusiasti- 
cally gifting us with his fresh poetry collection written in his moth- 
er-tongue, thereby joining the ranks of other Kashmiri poets. May God 
grant more power to his pen. His sincerest contributions to Iqbal Ba- 
zm-e-Adab Bhadarwah can be never forgotten. 


Manzoor Bhadarwahi 


Manzoor Hussain Khateeb (pen-name: Manzoor Bhadarwahi) has 
been composing poetry in Urdu and Kashmiri languages for a long 
time, comprising mostly of Ghazals, Naats, and Mangqabats. His poetry 


is free-flowing and based on simple words. Sometimes, after presenting 


himself at the shrines of Shahaan-i-Baghdad* in Kishtwar, he expresses 
his devotion by reciting Naats an 


d Mangabats in his melodious voice. 
His style in Naats is benedictory and Ghazals are romantic.. His Kash- 
miri Ghazals and Naats still await the grace of being published. He is 
the younger brother of the Writer and has retired as a D.EO from the 
Department of Forests recently. 


Abdul Latif Malik 


Abdul Latif Malik Sahib has shifted his residence to Jammu a long 
time back. He hails from Village Udrana Bhadarwah. He has retired as 
a Deputy Superintendent from the Police Department around 16 years 
back. His passion for poetry became known a few years back when he 
was reciting his first Ghazal to his audience at a literary gathering in 
Jammu. He was just a matriculate when he had been recruited in the 
Police. Later, he passed the Adeeb Kamil examination [equivalent to 
B.A degree] privately and further completed his LL.B. He initially 
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poetry in Urdu language and has now also got inclined to- 
Kashmiri language since some time. His works are greatly 
din different Mushairas (lit. Poetry Recitals]. The gusts em- 
m the fire of ardour and grief produce a strong effect in his 


composed 
yards the 

preciate' 
anating from the * 
poetical compositions. 


Tanvir Bhadarwahi 

Muhammad Illiyas Tanvir is an experienced poet, litterateur, and 
writer of Urdu language besides also being a lover of Kashmir language 
and literature. Punjabi is his mother-tongue. However, he is also profi- 
cient in Urdu, Persian, Bhadarwahi and Kashmiri languages. We have 
come across one of his Kashmiri Ghazals a few years ago that masterful- 
ly reflected the impermanence of this world and grief and afflictions of 
the people living in it. Would Tanvir Bhadarwahi wish, he can become 
as accomplished in the Kashmiri language as he is in Urdu. 


Shamas Bhalesavi 


Shamas-ud-Din Shamas Bhalesavi was naturally inclined towards 
poetry and literature ever since his school days. During his employ- 
ment in the Department of Forests, he also got interested in the Kash- 
miri language and started creating goad couplets. Said in a traditional 
style, his couplets are seen full of melancholic longing for a single 
glance of a beloved. In addition to his romantic Ghazals, he has also 


Written some Kashmiri Naats in devotion and praise of Holy Prophet 
Muhammadebuh, 


Muhammad Shafi Dilkash 


Muhammad Shafi Dilkash is counted among the prominent Urdu 
Dee pphaarwah, He has remained an active member of Iqbal Ba- 
strength bsince its formation and has always been endeavouring for its 
Menbee «8 and development in close association with its other 
Putte = and well-wishers. He is a serious and sincere person with a 
Vatious ., “ Besides literary activities, he also actively participates in 
fective ne and social matters. His Urdu works are chaste and ef- 

promote human empathy and communal brotherhood. He 
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also composes poetry in the Kashmiri language; however, the majority 
of his treasure comprises of the Urdu poetry. He was born in Bhadar- 
wah town in the year AD 1935 and after rendering an excellent service 
in the State Assembly retired in the year AD 1993. He has now taken 


up Petition-writing to pass away his time. 


Gafil Bhalesavi 

The full name of Gafil Bhalesavi was Ghulam Qari Rather who could 
enjoy this life for only 39 years before passing away. He was associated 
with Kashmiri poetry ever since his childhood. Dipped in the local 
colours, some of his Kashmiri couplets still resonate within the memo- 
ries of the people of Bhalesa. There is a need to compile his work and 
preserve it in the form of a book. 


Raz Bhadarwahi 


The Urdu poetry and short-story writing of Raz Bhadarwahi have 
already been discussed; however, his Ghazals and other poetical works 
written in the Kashmiri language cannot be overlooked, which in the 
traditional ways carry the colours of romanticism. In addition to 
Ghazals and Nazms, he has also written a few Naats. Had fate spared 
his life for some more years, his creative capacities could have further 
enriched the treasure of Kashmiri poetry. 


Shaz Sharqi 


The mention of Professor Shah Sharqi has also been already made 
while discussing Urdu poetry, etc. in this book. He is a poet, sculptor, 
carpenter, wood-carver, painter and a good tailor all at the sontie time, 
besides also being an expert in History and Geography and short-sto- 
ry writer. He has also inclined himself towards Kashmiri poetry since 
some time now. A Marsiya (Urdu Elegy as a genre} written on the 
sudden death of his own son has also now got included in his heartfele 
creative expressions in addition to his other Kashmiri Ghazals and 
ae ee independent genre of poetry]. The simplicity of the lan- 
te ee capaaes and thoughtful innovations are evidently por- 

y the couplets of Shaz Sharqi. It is certain that one day his 
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ewill earn a distinct position in the long queue of Kashmiri poets 
ce The Kashmiri works of Shaz Sahib are in the final stages of print- 


ing these days. 


Bay-Taab Bhadarwahi 

Talib Hussain Bay- Zaab Bhadarwahi, an illiterate orphan belonging 
to a very poor and desticute family has now grown into a blazing and 
cheerful singer, the melodious tunes of whose music and voice lift the 
audiences from fascination to a state of ecstasy, driving them to a rare 
realm of imagination and divinity. The Divine Institution has bestowed 
Bay-taab with a lot of valuable artistic qualities. He has gained an in- 
depth knowledge of the modulations in common music, Sufiana (Sufi) 
music, and Classical music through intense commitment, practice, and 
labour. Lifting up himself from the common gatherings of Bhadarwah, 
it was for a long time that he kept learning the intricacies of these arts 
in the company of a poet like Janbaz Kishtwari, a famous musician and 
singer, thereby later gaining an independent reputation as a good artist. 
He has considerably succeeded in expressing his deep sentiments 
through the medium of poetry in the Kashmiri language. There are no 
apparent flaws or shortcomings in his meters. His poetic delivery and 
memory are ineffably praiseworthy. 


Bashir Bhadarwahi 
Bashir Bhadarwahi (the Writer) has in the words of Rind Bhadarwa- 


hi “committed his life to Kashmiri language and literature. Wherever 
he stayed at different places during his government services, he contin- 
uously strived to share his message with other people and incline the 
amateur writers towards Kashmiri language and literature. In fact, he 
also succeeded largely in such endeavour. Bashir also kept special atten- 
“ton towards Kashmiri prose. His essays are published in ‘Shiraza’. He 
often keeps writing letters to his friends in the Kashmiri language. 

mpiling Kashmiri folk literature in the form of a book is an import- 
ant literary fear of Bashir. Among the works of Bashir, the part of his 


iat sa witness to his artistic prudence and his insight of the present 
Y World,” 
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In the words of Manshoor Banihali “In the 7% decade of the 294 
: darwahi Sahib is among those fore-runners of Kash- 

century, Bashir Bha ‘ ; hal kone ; 
miri language and literature in Jammu tegion, wno kept bestowing 
flowers of devotion and love’ to Kashmiri poetry as much as prose, and 
also kept wishing for its development, promotion, and sustenance, 
Hailing from the heavenly valley of Bhadarwah, heis famous and wae 
manding stature of a poet, writer, and critic of the Kashmiri language 
who is now the ambassador of this area after Rasa Sahib, (He is) Skilled 
and an avant-garde poet and writer who has a distinct style, intonation, 
and art for coining phraseology. At the level of his graceful sagacity, he 
owns a deep and insightful awareness of the modern times, and in his 
unique style portrays the afflictions of the same. He is a very experi- 
enced, diverse and elegant poet. His tone is soft and sweet. Romantic 
attraction in his poetry is one of its special qualities. The prose of Bashir 
Bhadarwahi is also eloquent, mature and layered which leaves a sort of 
poetic impression upon its readers. He has also mastered the art of cre- 

ating excellent visual imagery through his words.” 

A lot of people like Muhammad Yousuf Taing, Dr Zahoor-ud-Din, 
Rasool Pompur, Shad Fareedi, Mushtaq Fareedi, Fareed Ahmad Fareed, 
Mohan Lal Aash, R.K.Bharti, Aseer Kishtwari, Bashir Akhter, Shafi 
Shou, Abdul Ahad Farhad, Dr Muhammad Iqbal Zargar, Margoob 
Banihali, Manshoor Banihali, Rind Bhadarwahi, Shehbaz Rajourvi and 
many other researchers, have written various essays and reviews on the 
works of Bashir Bhadarwahi. His works and creative essays have kept 
getting published in many influential magazines and journals of the 
state and his reviews and Papers written on various books and poetic 
collections of the literatteurs have also been acclaimed, giving the de- 


oe ee would not be possible here. He has been associated with 
the Radio Kashmir and Doordarshan for many years and has also been 
a member of the Sahitya Academy Delhi, Many T.V. and Radio Fea- 
tures have been recorded and relayed on his life and works, especially 
aan ne his books, Deda Zilla ke Kashmiri Lok Geet’ tit: Kash- 
es o ne ee of District Doda], Kashmiri poetry collection ‘Goshand 
iekGiE: it. : Flowers of Wilderness] and ‘Tuhfaye Azmeen-i-Hajaz 

«A Gift for the Hajj Pilgrims (Haj: Pilgrimage to Mecca)] are worth 
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pentioning- Some of his other books are under publishing. The trans- 
jations of some of his Hindi poems have also been published by the 
Sahitya Academy. 

In the words of Mohan Lal Atish, “After Rasa Javedani, Bashir Bha- 
darwahi can be said to be the ‘Emperor of Ghazals’; without whose 
works the melodious, charming, delightful and powerful poetry of Dis- 
trict Doda would be rendered ‘orphan’.” 

During a magnificent Teacher's Day Celebrations held on 5 Sep- 
tember AD 2007 at Parade Ground Jammu; while acknowledging 
the honesty, ability and overall excellent service of Bashir Bhadarwa- 
hi in the Department of Education, the Chief Minister of the State 
Jenab Ghulam Nabi Azad presented him a robe of honour and con- 
ferred other honours on him. State Education Minister Peerzada 
Muhammad. Syed and other high officials were also present at the 
moment. Awards were also conferred on three other retired Educa- 
tion officers during that function. It was the first time in the history 
of the Education Department that the retired teachers were present- 
ed such awards, Bashir Bhadarwahi retired in AD 1993 as a District 
Officer (Doda). 

Again on 27% December AD 2008, during the two-day Kashmiri 
Conference organized by Jammu and Kashmir Academy of Art, Cul- 
tureand Languages at Rajouri, Bashir Bhadarwahi was conferred with 
awards for. his 50-year valuable contributions for the promotion and 
popularization of Kashmiri language. A famous poet of the Kashmiri 

anguage, researcher and critic Padma Shri [fourth highest civilian 
ward in the Republic of India] Jenab Rehman Rahi, and young hard- 
Working Sectetary of Cultural Academy Jenab Zaffar Iqbal Manhas 
“onferred the robe of honour on Bashir Bhadarwahi and also present- 
ed him with some mementos. Three other famous writers of the 
’ iti language were also conferred upon the robes and awards in 

ie Ceremony. 
oat Kashmiri poets of Bhadarwah include Ghulam. Muham- 

aksar, Muhammad Hussain Naqash, Bashir Ahmad Sarwal, 
mmad Shabaan Shada’n, etc. who have been contributing to the 


Brit af Poetry for'a long time. The young poets include Suhail Siddiqi, 
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Sajid Sarmadi, Shaiq Bhadanwi, Bashir Mubarak, F. Fidayi, Mir Hus- 
sain Mir, Javed Qazi, Adil Firdous, Abu Zareen, Naz Songli, and many 
others. 

The couplets of Sajid Sarmadi are valuable while his Kashmiri prose 
is also attractive, Suhail Siddiqi also composes good Ghazals and Jike 
his Urdu compositions, his Kashmiri works are also very attractive, The 
rest of the poets are also seen dedicatedly polishing their works. 


Literary and Cultural Organizations 


‘The standard of the literary, cultural and traditional activities at any 
place is not determined merely by the bulk of writers and poets there 
but by the creation of literature or preservation and promotion of cul- 
tural heritage through the local literary and cultural organizations. It is 
also determined by the positive attitude of the people associated with 
these organizations for guiding and patronising the new writers and 
creating a conducive atmosphere for the literature around them, thus 
propelling the caravan of literature towards new milestones. In the 
words of Dr Rafiq Masoodi Sahib “The difference between an individ- 
ual and an organization is that when an individual grows old, in che 
words of Ghalib, his might get fatigued whereas when an organization 
advances in its years it becomes a sturdy tree with thick shadows.”®! 


Literary Organizations of Undivided District Doda 


Many literary organizations have been formed in Doda region over 
the years, among which “Anjuman-e-Adab Kishtwar’ \lit.: Literary Soci- 
ety Kishtwar] is the oldest which was formed by Ishrat Kishtwari in the 
year AD 1935. The foundation of “Fareedya Bazm-e-Adab” (lit: Fa- 
reedya Literary Association] was again laid by Ishrat Sahib during his 
employment days during the sixth decade of the 20" Century. After 
remaining inactive for a long time, it was revived in AD 1986. Many 


district, state, and national-level Mfushainas have been held and many 
books published through 


this society. Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Zargar is 
the main driving force of the organization, . 

‘Kasheer Bazm Adab’ (lit: Kashmiri Literary Association] Banihal is 
active since many years under the Patronage of Mr. Abdul Gani Man- 
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shoot Banihali. The organization has earned a distinction of getting a 
peautiful periodical ‘Gulab’ [lit.: Rose] published in the Kashmiri lan- 
guage which is edited by Manshoor Sahib himself. The organization 
also published some Special Issues of Gulab, among which ‘Naat Num- 
ber’ and ‘A’ma Banihali Number’ are especially worth mentioning. Ic is 
the first and the only periodical published from the District. ‘Pir Pan- 
chal Adbi Forum’ [/it.; Pir Panchal Literary Forum] has also been pub- 
lishing a magazine by the name of ‘Aabshaar’ [lit.: Waterfall or Cas- 
cade]. The Forum comprising of poets from almost all the languages is 
headed by Ghulam Nabi Zahir Banihali. 

‘Chalant Forum’ Kishtwar had come into existence many years ago 
under the guardianship of Ghulam Nabi Dholwal. The Forum orga- 
nized many State-level literary and cultural programmes by the name of 
‘Shab-i-Chougan’ (lit.: A Night in the Expanse] and ‘Shaam-i-Chougan’ 
(lit: An Evening in the Expanse]. After the demise of Janbaz Sahib, 
only a single large function was organized by the Forum, in which a 
book titled as ‘Pas Ufaq’ [lit.: Behind the Horizon] was also released. 

“Gulistan-i-Adab’ [lit: The Garden of Literature] Kishtwar was 
formed in AD 1984 which is headed by Ibn Tayyib. This organization 

been endeavouring for the promotion of different languages and 
their poetry, Similarly, associations like ‘Bazm-e-Adab’ (lit. Literary So- 
ciety] Bhalesa had been formed under the leadership of Mr. B.A. Sarw- 

While some other organizations like ‘Bazm-e-Gojri Adab’ (Gt.: Goji 
Literary Society] Bhalesa and ‘Cultural Committee’ Atholi have also 

n formed here, ‘Anjuman-e-Targi Gojri Adab’ [lit.: Gojri Literature 

velopment Association] Bhalesa has organized many Mushairas, lie- 
aay gatherings, and conferences until date and is serving Goji lan- 
Stage and literature in Doda and Ramban. 


Itbal Bazm-E-Adab Bhadarwah 
Iabal Bazme-Adab [lit.: Iqbal Literary Association] Bhadarwah ve 
~med by some local young poets and writers in the year AD ee 
os then, by regularly organizing its weekly covetous sessions un der 
the Buidance and presidentship of different accomplished persons 
"Bsome dignified poets, the association has been discharging grea’ 
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responsibilities towards languages, literature, oe culture. Planted 
around 40 years back, this sapling can be said to oP a a 
mighty tree, nourishing the literature and culture of this place under its 
shadow for all these years. The basic members who worked through 
nights and days for helping the organization achieve its goals and en- 
suring its perseverance include its resourceful President Muhammad 
Shafi Balam and his companions like Rind Bhadarwahi, Sagar Sehrai, 
Wafa Bhadarwahi, Tanvir Bhadarwahi, Professor Muhammad Asadul- 
lah Wani, in addition to the Writer (Bashir Bhadarwahi), Goni Ghu- 
lam Nabi Gorgani, Rasa Javedani, Zayyir Bhadarwahi and many other 
workers. In fact, Rind Bhadarwahi is considered as the spirit of this 
organization who has kept contributing to this organization in many 
ways even while living outside Bhadarwah. The great gift to the Urdu 
and Kashmiri literature of this organization is its periodical ‘Bazm’ in 
which the writings of the old and new poets and writers are published 
regularly. The important responsibilities of compilation, editing, and 
designing of this periodical also, are being excellently discharged by 
Rind Sahib. 

The other big feat of this organization is the compilation and pub- 
lication of some very important books among which, the book written 
on the life and works of the local poets ‘Kebkeshaan’ [lit.: Galaxy] is 
worth mentioning. Sheher Ashoob’ [Social Satire; /it.: a poem depicting 
a ruined city], ‘Wafa Bhadarwahi- Hayat aur Shayiri’ (lit.: Wafa Bha- 
darwahi- Life and Poetry], “Fagaan-e-Neem Shab’ (4t.: A Mid-night 
Lament] and Szraboun ka Safr’ [lit.: A Journey of the Mirages] are 
some other important books among them. All these books present a 
great proof of the research abilities of Talib Hussain Rind besides re- 
flecting his hard work, commitment and literary passion. The duties of 
this organization's chairmanship were initially discharged by the Writ- 
er (of this book), Wafa Bhadarwahi, Rasa Javedani, Ghulam Nabi 
Goni and Tanvir Bhadarwahi besides Rind Bhadarwahi and Sagar Seh- 
ral whereas Rasa Sahib and Goni Sahib also served as its President 
from time to time. In addition to the mentioned persons, its 
worth-mentioning members included Muhammad Shafi Dilkash, Ab- 
dul Gani Bey-bas, Nagash Bhadarwahi, Jan Muhammad Tishna, Aas 
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sarwabis Nighat Bhadarwahi, Shaz Shargi and Zayyir Bhadarwa- 
the circle of its members is enlarging and now some young poets 
hi. ene ned the organization that includes Sajid Sarmadi, Naz 
lee - Suhail Siddiqi, Javed Qazi, Amardeep among many others, 
Th oranizaiON has been organizing Mushairas, etc. since its incep- 
jon and many of its branches remain busy conducting its various ac- 
ivities. Nowadays, the weekly sessions of this association are conduct- 
ed under the chairmanship of Rind Bhadarwahi. It also receives some 
fnancial aid from the Cultural Academy every year. Recently, Suhail 
Siddiqi and Sajid Sarmadi were elected as its President and General 


Secretary respectively. 
Bhadarwahi Sanstha 


Ithas been already mentioned in the earlier pages that Bhadarwahi 
Sanstha [Bhadarwahi Organization (Hindi; /.: Organization)] was 
formed in the year AD 1968 on the initiative of Mr. Bal Krishan 
Chouhan (retd. Principal) for the promotion and publicity of the 
Bhadarwahi language. In addition to him, accomplished writers and 
poets like Lal Chand Amar, Jan Muhammad Tishna, Mohan Lal Pad- 
ha, Amar Chand Hiteshi, Chuni Lal Kotwal, Hans Raj Hans, Lal 
Chand Bey-taab, Surjeet Singh Narbhak, Madhav Lal Padha, Jaswant 
nigh Chadak, Omkar Singh, Mol Raj Manhas and a linguist and 
mala Dr Pritam Krishan Koul also remained associated with the 

nstha. Some of the members of this Sanstha also take part in the 
Dian and Regional-level Mushairas and in other T.V. and radio 
Cea as well. This Sanstha has played an important role in 
thin i e Bhadarwahi programme, relayed from Jammu Radio Sta- 
Published Krishan Chouhan and Dr Pritam Krishan Koul have 

ok a lot of books on the Bhadarwahi language and literature. 

ney endeavours of these writers have greatly helped in the 

ent and promotion of Bhadarwahi language and literature. 

*¥e also written a lot of books and articles on the folk literature 

tion ye ‘darwahi language. Besides this Sanstha, another Associa- 

sry; Name of ‘Hill Main Cultural Center’ is also busy in the 
adarwahi literature. 


|664| The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


The Folk Literature of Bhadarwah 


Like other parts of the J8cK State, Doda region is also enriched with 
the wonderful treasures of Folk Literature which includes folk songs 
sung in local dialects and languages in addition to a lot of stories, folk 
music, local idioms, riddles, etc. The Folk literature of this mountain- 
ous region is also very valuable with respect to its form and content and 
owns an independent status. In this multilingual region surrounded by 
the lofty mountains on all sides, one can enjoy the diversity of the folk 
literature of Bhadarwahi, Kishtwari, Gojri, Siraji, Pogli, Padri, Khisaali, 
and other languages and dialects through different civic and cultural 
activities in this region.!""! 

A large treasure of poetry is scattered in the folk literature of this 
place. Kashmiri folk songs that also include Kishtwari, Siraji, Pogli, and 
Khisaali songs reflect different stages of marriage celebrations, the de- 
tails of which are as under: 

1: Marriage preparations. 2: Gifting a souvenir of engagement [Nés- 
hani]. 3: Wetting the henna. [Mehindi Tarakna] 4: Unbraiding the hair 
of the bride. 5: Oiling the hair. 6: Mehindi Raat. [The night when 
hands, feet, and arms of the bride are dyed with henna 7: Bathing the 
bride. 8: Dressing the bride in wedding costumes. 9: Masandnishini 
[lit.: Accession to the throne]of the bride i.e. introducing the bride/ 
groom to the guests. 10: Saz Singhar [Doing the bride’s make-up amidst 
singing]. 11: Singing songs related to the bride's parents. 12: Songs for 
the hosts before seeing off the bride. 13: Ruksati (Seeing-off the Bride]. 
14: Arrival of the bride at her husband’s home. 15: Songs for the hosts 
and the bride at the husband’s home, and 16: Songs while serving Ke- 
hwa to the bride [Kehwa: Traditional milk-less Saffron teal. 

Similarly, songs by the groom’s parents are sung in a typical style 
and tone during different stages of the marriage, for example, while 
sweeping the homes, collecting the firewood, winnowing the. rice, 
gtinding the spices etc., Zael Mehindi [anoint bride and groom], 
Nikaah Mehindi [exchange of henna as a wedding ritual], the ceremo- 
ny of trimming the hair of the groom, Masandnishini of the groom, 
his departure to the bride’s home, reception at the bride’s home, leav- 
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__ ofthe bride and groom together, songs sung at their reception at 
ing m’s home, etc. It is a wonder how women keep adding the 
the ai couplets with these songs to meet the demands of the 
eee times, making astonishing additions to this heritage which 
Se transferring from one heart to next across generations. In 
addition to them, light and humorous songs sung at the occasions of 
circumcision or sowing seedlings and saplings or “Ladi Shah’ [Ladi 
Shas lit.: The String-Emperor] " is also a part of the folk literature. 
Research on the Kashmiri folk literature was done by the Writer, to the 
best of his capacity, who later compiled and published it in a book 
form in AD 1972 through the Cultural Academy.!'” Later, the Writer 
also wrote many essays on this literature which have been published in 
the local books and magazines of this place. Then again, Dr Asadullah 
Wani also wrote an essay on the folk beliefs of District Doda which 
was published in the Folk Literature of ‘Shiraza’ Urdu in 1975. So far 
as the folklore is concerned, the Writer despite collecting the relevant 
content on the subject couldn’t focus on it because of remaining very 
busy during his service career. There is still a lot of scope to further 
tesearch it. Folk activities related to the occasions of marriage, birth 
and death, music and dances and other social customs, fairs, and festi- 
vals have already been mentioned in detail which is, in fact, the living 
positories of the local folklore. 


Gojti Language and Literature 


oy onsiderable wealth of the folk literature is also present in the 
Ci anguage in Bhadarwah, which the organizations related to the 
Distieepen are continuously trying to publish. In the Undivided 
dered sel ot, among the poets who by their Gojri poetry have ren- 
‘the nig “Ss service to this language; in the words of Aseer Kishtwari, 
Cholan a like Qadir Khan Tshandarvi (Tehsil Kishtwar), Mouluvi 
“ough” Rasool, Qutb-ud-din Arif, and Meher Din Khaaki are old 
‘Ahwa he's adir Khan had released his poetry collection by the name of 
OF these meena’ (Cheerful Times]. The detailed review of the works 
“Tasveey. Poe ae can be referred to in the famous book of Aseer Sahib 
* Zilla Doda’ \lit,: A Scenario of District Doda}. 
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Meher-ud-Din Khaaki hailing from Bhalesa area has heen pe agen 
rienced poet of Muksayas Chilli village. His P Cony: collection had been 
published by the name of “Nigaar-e-Meher’ [The beloved’s kindness} 
which includes twenty-two compositions written on spiritual and reli- 
gious matters. The poetry collection of Jan Muhammad Kaleem of 
Bhalesa has been published by the name of ‘Sehra Phul’ [Gojri; it.: The 
Flower of the Desert] in AD 2007. 

Mouluvi Ghulam Rasool belongs to Somarh area of Ramban who is 
said to have inherited the passion for writing in his mother-tongue 
from his ancestors. His works have also been published by the name of 
Aas Paas’ (lit.: Very Near or Around]. It is the first Gojri book of Dis- 
trict Doda which was adjudged to deserve an award by the State’s Cul- 
tural Academy. 

Qutb-ud-Din Arif was an inhabitant of village Nothan Dhandarath. 
His Gojri work is published by the name of ‘Kalaam-e-Arif’ [lit.: The 
Works of Arif] comprising of almost all the genres of Gojri poetry. In 
the words of Manzoor Gulshan “Upon hearing the works of Arif, it 
seems as though it is the mystical work of some Holy man.” [Arif; iz.: 
Mystic or God-man]. It is said that the majority of the compositions 
included in the ‘Kalaam-e-Arif’ is deeply reflective of the great poetical 
works of the Urdu and Punjabi languages. 

Many names of young Gojri poets have been recorded by Aseer Sa- 
hib among which Khakaan Sajad, Muhammad Rafiq Zahoor, Muham- 
mad Shafi Sajid, Muh ‘ hi 

jid, ammad Moosa Azad, Muhammad Ibrahim Dee- 

dadh, Jan Muhammad Hakeem, Din Muhammad Afaaqi, Khuda 
et ne Bashir Khaaki, Muhammad Rafiq Firaaqi, Sofi 
Bashi orate aaa Muhammad Gulzar, Saif Ali Tabassum, Hatim Sabiri, 
yee ad Baniya, Chowdary Ghulam Muhammad Chambalwasi 
(Banihal) etc. are worth mentioning. Among these poets, Chowdary 
Ibrahim, Bashir Ahmad Banya, and Abdul Wahid Chowdary are also 
proving their mettle in the field of Prose. Their writings keep getting 
published in the Gojri magazines. The name of Bashir Mastana of 


Bhalesa is reaching the pinnacle f in cing : 
sic in Gojri language. F of fame in singing and composing mu- 
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rindi Language and Literature 


as regards to the Hindi language and literature, Dr Pritam Krishan 
Koul writes “Dr. Siddheshwar Verma, Professor, Prince of Wales Col- 
lege, Jammu (Current Science College Jammu) conducted a detailed 
suudy of various dialects and languages of Jammu Hill region partic- 
ularly those around Bhadarwah, including some transitional dialects. 
During his research of these languages, he revealed many interesting 
phenomena of Linguistic evolution. He also confirmed the earlier 
cssification of Grierson according to which Bhadarwahi groups of 
dialects consisting of Bhadarwahi, Bhali, Gadi, Rowdhari, Khasali, 
and Padri etc. were confirmed to belong to Western Pahari group. 
Thus, Hindi in the form of Bhadarwahi group of dialects was the 
mother-tongue of people of Bhadarwah Jagir and its surrounding ar- 
eas in Jammu and Kashmir State. However, Hindi did nor find any 
place in school teaching or official use till AD 1936 because of the 
historical reasons. Hindi came to be taught in the State Schools in 
June 1937, !31 

Dr Pritam Krishan Koul is a famous Hindi lirrérareur and writer of 
undivided District Doda who has published Hindi books and reviews 
on many local dialects of this place. In addition to him, many other 
writers have been writing articles in Hindi, including Pt. Dina Nath 
Kishtwari, Master Murli Dhar Dutt and Masnar Vijay Kotwal (Bha- 
darwah), Raman Ganjoo (Ramban), R.K. Sharma (Batote), Swami 
Raj Mastana, Manmohan Qaiser (Kishewar), Master Madhav Lal 
Padha, Master ‘Lekh Raj Katil (Bhadarwah) and some writers of 
Bhalesa area. 


The devotees of Hindi language are present in every part of Bhadar- 
ght in Colleges also besides 


4g Hindi language and literature is tau; p 

"mary, Middle, High, and Higher Secondary schools along with the 
rdu and English languages. This is primarily because Sheikh Muham- 

‘ih Abdullah had passed the orders for teaching the Urdu and ati 

Pi ages as Compulsory Subjects as per the Three-Language F aati 

es then, Hindi is being formally taught at schools although its usage 
@mmu region is otherwise more than 200 years old. 
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Dogri Language and Literature 

‘The businessmen who had come from Jammu, Udhampur and 
Kathua districts also brought Dogri language along with them to Bha- 
darwah. During the times of the Jagirs, many Dogras settled at differ- 
ent places here whose mother-tongue was Dogri. Till AD 1947, it was 
the Dogri language in which accounts related to business transactions 
were maintained in the form of a daybook. This custom is, however, 
extinct now. During the reign of Maharaja Ranbir Singh, Dogri was the 
official language which later ceased to be so, with the end of Dogra 
rule. Even though no masterpiece of the Dogri literature was ever seen 
rising on the horizon of Bhadarwah, yet some Muslim and local Hindu 
traders of the place besides the Dogras can speak and understand Dog- 
ri language very well. My elder uncle Qadir Ju Khateeb and his con- 
temporaries related to the business profession used to get their daily 
accounts prepared in the Dogri language only. 

Rana Gopal Singh was the only writer of Dogri language in the Dis- 
trict Doda (Marmat). It is astonishing that even though Bhadarwah 
remained under the control of Dogra rule from AD 1846-1947 asa 
Jagit while Dogri also remained its official language to a large extent, 
still the heart of no writer was driven towards the Dogri literature. In 
fact, this is the reason why this language, in the words of Shad Fareed, 
“remained restricted only to the ledger accounts.” 

Before the Dogra rule, the rulers of Chamba and Basohli had accept- 
ed Dogri as an official language in Bhadarwah who accordingly pro- 
moted it too. In the words of Dr Pritam Krishan Koul, “The oldest 


copper plate traced by him dates back to AD 1184 which contains ele- 
ments of Dogri language.” 


Punjabi Language and Literature 


‘The valley of Bhadarwah has-been privileged that one of its famous 
poets Abdul Gaffar Khateeb Ahqar Bhadarwahi was the first Punjabi 
poet of this entire mountainous area, whose poetry collection in the 
Punjabi language was published even before AD 1947 even if there 
wasnt any serious trend of Punjabi here during those times. The Writer 
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ots Punjabi Poetry Collection “Majmooye Ashaar Punjabi’ (lit: Col- 
vesen of Bassai Coupiets}, published from Aftab Alam Press, Hospi- 
<j oad Lahoer. He would use the name of Gaffar or Gaffar Darat as 
gz aor a plome for che Punjabi language. His entire work is immersed 
gb i colours. Dressed in 2 long Sherwani (lis.: Traditional ethnic 
iceg cont), Arama Uit.: Turban} and Chouri-dar Pyjama {tight ethnic 
soaers crumpled at ends when woml, his countenance wauld bright- 
xp windy wherever he went. Composing poetry in so many lan- 
races (Kashmiri, Urdu, Punjabi, Gojri) in such a backward area of 
Thadaranh without any guidance or mentorship says a lor about the 
deceseGs anachment with these languages and their literature. More- 
co, tht honour of being the first poet of the Punjabi language besides 
being 2 poet of Kashmiri and Punjabi further increases his literary stat- 
wt. The only misery is that his poetry manuscripts got destroyed in the 
Paring prewes of Lahore and Amritsar during the communal riots 
¥aie some were lost because of the negligence of some of his family 
sembers. Ahgqar Bhadarwahi was born to Khwaja Ahsan Ju Khateeb at 
ttadarwah in the year AD 1878 and his soul liberated from the cage of 
tis warily life in the year AD 1952. These verses of Khateeb are still 
siécly popular among the people: 


Bhadarwah de wich Gaffar Darzi 
Geet Gawounda o dard firaag waley 
Rang rang de tey botay pawoundani 

Kapday seyundawi bahut chaak waley 


(Gaffar Darzi here in Bhadarwah 
_ Sings his songs of painful separation 
Pats colourful floral patterns in the embroidery 
work, and continues 
Tailoring his urterly lacerated clothes.) 


His Pincte -: 
Mare : Ghazal, particularly one of his long Nazms ‘Hamd Bari 
‘gion, 4 *aising the Exalted Lord} reflects the poet's sentiments, his 
"ton, the monotheism and his deep studies of the Quran 
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and Hadith. The Punjabi language became influential over the Pahari 
dialects during the reign of Maharaja Ranjit Singh ( AD 1821-1822) 
after his forces occupied the Bhadarwah fort. Bhadarwahi people ac- 
cepted the Punjabi folk songs and the custom of singing Mahiya’ song 
became common here that is often sung in the winter days even today 
while people remain busy in making some domestic handicrafts. 

Milne di Tha'n Das ja 

Jeda Sanou'n Rog Laliya 
Us Rog da Naa Das ja 


(Tell me the place where we could possibly meet; 
And the ailment that you have left me with 
Tell me the name of this ailment too.) 


Persian Language and Literature 


During the Sultanate and Mughal period in Kashmir valley, Persian 
language and literature had reached its zenith. Dogra Maharajas and 
Rajas also didn’t leave any stone unturned in its promotion. Many 
scholars of Persian and Arabic languages kept coming towards Bhadar- 
wah from Kashmir. Till the end of Dogra period, it was also taught asa 
Subject in the schools. Now it is included as an Elective course of the 
10 class curriculum because of which its importance and usage have 
relatively decreased, However, it has continued being taught as a Sub- 
ject at the College level. Among the Persian experts of this place, Khwa- 
ja Ghulam Muhammad Daenju was known to be the first intellectual 
of the Persian language who held great expertise in Persian language 
and literature. He usually would write his letters in Persian only. 4) 

The second famous Persian expert from Bhadarwah was Jenab Rasa 
Javedani. The influence of the Persian language is evident in his Urdu 
and Kashmiri poetry. In fact, some of his couplets have been entirely 
said in Persian. He also used to teach Persian besides the Urdu language 
to the Middle and Secondary classes. The other Persian experts of this 
place include Jenab Abdul Aziz Butt former Registrar Jammu and 
Kashmir University, who is also the first M.A. of this place; Sheikh 
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Muhammad Ayoub Retd. Principal and Secretary Board of School Ed- 
cation, and his sister Ms. Shamshad Bano; and Master Abdu! Gaffar 
Kichloo. In addition to them, Jenab Abdul Jabbar Zayyir and some 
other persons obtained their M.A. Persian degrees and started teaching 
this Subject in the schools and colleges, thereby preventing the soul of 
this language from getting lost from Bhadarwah. Unfortunately, be- 
cause of the lack of attention by the Central governments and negli- 
gence of the people, we are getting deprived day-by-day from the wealth 
of this sweetly honeyed language and its unparalleled literature. Given 
the current trends, it is fairly possible that our future generations would 
not have the slightest idea about ‘some-thing’ called ‘Persian’. 


Sanskrit Language and Literature 


According to a famous historian of the Jammu and Kashmir State, 
Jenab Aseer Kishtwari, “Sanskrit, like other parts of the country, re- 
mained the official language of the rulers of District Doda for centu- 
ties besides also being a scholarly and literary language. When the era 
of Buddhism ended in Kashmir, Hinduism reached its pinnacle in the 
states of Kishtwar and Bhadarwah also. The scholars and theologians 
of the Shaivistic Philosophy also entered District Doda and while 
lighting the lamps of knowledge and wisdom served the Sanskrit lan- 
guage to the best of their ability. The rulers of the times by patronizing 
these excellent scholars in every possible way provided a very favour- 
able atmosphere for the breeding of its literature."'*!” In the words of 
Nek Chand Kotwal: “The legends of the Mahabharata cast consider- 
able light on the culture and traditions of Bhadarwah and on the life 
of the people during those times. While mentioning of the beauty of 
Bhadarwah, Harsh, the author of the historical book ‘Naga Nandan 
Natik’ has revealed about the existence of a University of Sanskrit at 
Bhadarwah in which facilities like teaching and boarding for one thou- 
sand students were available. The Chancellor of the University, 
Koushal, was known as ‘Kulpati’. In an account of another legend of 
Mahabharata, it is revealed that Ashapati had been the ruler of this 
valley, Unfortunately, no written proof regarding the Sanskrit language 
available at the local level, although one is made to believe that even 
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after so many years of Mahabharata epoch, this important language 
would have been in vogue. "*) 

During the reign of Pal Rajas; so many men of letters, accomplished 
and learned persons of Hindi and Sanskrit languages came to these 
places from many parts of India particularly from Kashmir and ac- 
quainted them with these languages. In Bhadarwahi language we find 
many words of Sanskrit, similar to that as we have in the Kashmiri 
language. This language has been included in the ‘Western Hilly Group’ 
of Hindi language. These days also, arrangements for teaching Sanskrit 
in some schools and colleges have been made. It is believed that a lot of 
literature would have been created in Sanskrit in these areas at a certain 
point of time which could not survive over the passage of time. How- 
ever, the translator of Rajtarangini M.A. Stein has written in its first 
volume that a manuscript of “Harsh Chitra’ composed by Bhan and 
handwritten by Sanskrit scholar Rajnak Ratna Kanth had been found 
by him which testifies that Ratna Kanth must have visited this place. 
Some historians are also of the opinion that ‘Neel Mat Purana’ must 

have also been written in Bhadarwah. 


{8}; 


19}; 
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References/ Notes 


Note: Some time back he passed away at Village Chakar (Occupied Kash- 
mir, Pakistan). He was a paternal cousin of the Writer. He held great exper- 
tise in calligraphy, painting, and sculpruring. 

Reference: Monthly ‘Shiraza’, Urdu, Cultural Academy 

Note: Discussing the works of these poets individually is impossible because 
of the limited available space in this work. 

Note: Masha-Allab (Arabic; God has willed], he has now been promoted as 
the Head of this Department. 

Translator’s Note: Karma yoga (Karma marga), is one of the four spiri- 
tual paths in Hinduism, one based on the “yoga of action». To a karma 
yogi, right work done well is a form of prayer. It is one of the paths in the 
spiritual practices of Hindus, others being Raja yoga, Jnana yoga (path of 
knowledge) and Bhakti yoga (path of loving devotion to a personal god). 
Note: for details, please refer to the mentioned books and to an essay by the 
Writer, Soubae Jaemes manz kashir zabaan te ada’ [4t.; Kashmiri language 
and Literature in the Jammu region’ published in ‘Shiraza’ Kashmiri- Gold- 
en Jubilee Number (AD 1947-1197). 

Note: Many years ago, the Writer had interviewed one of his female students 
about him and written about it. Some of his hand-written manuscripts are 
also available with the Writer. 

Translator’s Note: Eid-ul-Milad Nabi®” (or Mawlid or Mawlid al-Nabi 
al-Sharif ) is the observance of the birthday of Islamic propher Muham- 
mad which is commemorated in Rabi’ al-awwal, the third month in the Is- 
lamic calendar, 

Source: Editorial, J&¢K Academy of Art, Culture and Languages, April Sep- 
tember 2007 
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[10]: 


{11): 


{12]: 


(131: 
{14}: 
(15): 
(16): 


‘Zilla Doda ki Adbi aur Sagafati Tareekb (lit.: The Literary and Cultural 
History of District Doda]- Fareedya Bazm-e-Adab Doda. Essay: Bashir Bha- 
darwahi. ; 

Translator’s Note: The term Ladi Shah originally referring to this musician, 
over the time started to be identified as a folk genre of Kashmiri music in 
itself. Ladi Shah dressed peculiarly plays a pair of tongs while reciting highly 
lyrical verses full of wit, humour, and satire. 

‘Kash.; Doda Zillek Kashir Lok Geet [lit.: The Kashmiri Folk Songs of Dis- 
trict Doda]; Published by J&K Academy of Art, Culture and Lan ; 
Compiled by Bashir Bhadarwahi. The songs of Kashmiri, Kishtwari and 
Siraji languages are included in this book. 

Source: Himalayan Principalities; P: 289 

Note: Some of his manuscripts ate available with the Writer. 

Source: ‘ Tasveer-e- ZillaDoda; Aseer Kishtwari (PageS 41-42) 

Reference: Cultural Heritage: N.C. Kotwal 
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Bhadarwah Fort 


Bhadarwah Fort-A Historical Legacy 


{ his travelogue (1839 AD), a famous European traveller G.T. Vigne 

writes about Bhadarwah as follows: “The direction of the principal 
bazaar, or street, is southwesterly, and upwards towards the castle, 
Which commands the town. It is a large square fort, chiefly built of 
large blocks of slate clay, and is found in the vicinity. Ic is altogether a 
Stonger-looking place than most of the hill forts, but is commanded 
from the wooded eminences behind it.” Located at a higher plain in the 
backdrop of dense forests while resting in the lap of mounrain Kailash, 
the Fort adds immensely to the beauty of the Bhadarwah town. The 
Fort is named as Ratangath in which a cantonment of security forces 
"sided until the forties of the 20° century. "It has been constructed in 

© lower parts of Runta village abour a mile in the west from the cen- 
: Marker of Bhadarwah. A slope ascends from the marker towards the 
Ort, 


The Historical background of Bhadarwah Fort 
lis said 


thar the Fort was constructed during the reign of Raja Sam- 
Par Paul of 


Bhadarwah (1735-1770 AD). The Raja named the Fort as 
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Medinipur Fort after the name of his father Medini Paul. No mention 
of this Fort has been made in any historical account as yet. However, in 
the words of Mr Bhushan Koul, a resident of Bhadarwah, “A plate re- 
lated to this Fort lies with Mr Jagan Nath Kotwal.” According to him, 
the Fort was constructed by Raja Chamba in the year 1731 Vikrami 
(1675 AD) in which one Mela Ram, a mason of Chamba; and another 
local Muslim mason were said to have worked with great zeal. On the 
other hand, Charles Ellison Bates who had visited this state during the 
years. 1870, 1871 and 1872 AD has written in his travelogue ‘A Gazet- 
teer of Kashmir’ as follows: “The town is commanded from the west by 
a fort standing on a hill about 300 feet high; it is a large square build- 
ing, with bastions at each corner, chiefly built of large blocks of slate 
clay, that hardens by long exposure to the sun and air; it is found in the 
vicinity.” 

“The walls are loop-holed for musketry, and the fort is said to mount 
four guns, and to have a garrison of fifty men. The position is com- 
manded by superior heights within easy range from the south and the 
west. 

He further writes: “The usual encamping ground is on the plain on 
the north side of the fort; travelers can sometimes find accommodation 
in the old palace of the Rajahs, a much-dilapidated building, which 
now contains but one large chamber that is at all habitable. Just below 
the fort isa masjid, and the ziarat of Syud Sahib...” 2! 

“The Fort is named as Rattangarh that was under the control of the 
security forces in the forties of the 20% century,” "1 

The fort has been constructed in the Mughal style of Architecture 
although Mughal Sultanate was then on a decline, and Raja Ranjit Dev 
of Jammu had become independent on ground who was struggling to 
establish his control over all the hilly states of the region. However, the 
kingdom of Bhadarwah had come under the control of the Chamba 
state in that era. Because of his inefficiency, the successor of Raja Ranjit 
Dev handed over the sovereignty of the kingdom of Bhadarwah and 
Kishtwar to Chamba state, Under these ci rcumstances, Chamba forces 
took control of Bhadarwah Fort in 1783 AD. During the same time, 
Bhup Chand continued working as a tool of Chamba state. While the 
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Fort was being occupied, the local king of the place Raja Fateh Paul or 
pis son Daya Paul showed no sort of resistance against it. The letters of 
Bhup Chand still exist in Chamba museum that cast considerable light 
on the happenings of those times. In one of the letters written in Tan- 
kari, Bhup Chand writes to Raja Raj Singh of Chamba- “He has taken 
over Bhadarwah and tried to make friends with Daya Paul but he (Daya 
Paul) and his son Fateh Paul would not accept his advice.” In another 
letter, written again in Tankari in the year 1783; Bhup Chand writes to 
Nathu, Wazir of Chamba “Bhadarwah has been taken over and the fort 
occupied,” It is also said that “All Paul Rajas from (the reign of) Raja 

Nag Paul to Raja Fateh Paul kept on renovating this fort. Then in the 

year 1773 Raja Fateh Paul of Chamba renovated the fort and consoli- 

dated its structure on modern lines and later, on 20" October 1927 

Maharaja Gulab Singh added the state of Bhadarwah to his Jagir. In a 

letter written in the year 1784 from Fateh Paul, the King of Bhadarwah 

to Raja Raj Singh of Chamba, the former has mentioned owing his al- 

legiance to Chamba.” 

It is said that Bhup Chand had occupied Bhadarwah Fort in No- 
vember 1872 as per the orders of Raja Raj Singh of Chenani. However, 
Raja Daya Paul had already taken control of the fort and relocated all 
the guns and weaponry of the Fort much before the incident. As re- 
gards to this incident, Wazir Nathu had complained to Raja Raj Singh 
through a letter. According to an agreement made in the year 1783, the 
principality of Bhadarwah had completely come under the control of 
Chamba.) Raja Inayat-ul-lah Singh of Kishtwar (1782-1784 AD) had 
ascended towards Bhadarwah after plundering and looting Padar. After 
amassing huge wealth in terms of men and material from this place, he 
had retreated back to Kishtwar. It is quite possible that he must have 

Tought some damage to the fort as well. 
ate him, Raja Teg Muhammad Singh of Kis i 
0 avenge the defeat of his friend Raja Daya Paul of Bhadarw at 

: hands of Chamba, proceeded his army towards Bhadarwah es 

Ya Paul was a refugee with him at Kishtwat. The attack led by Mirza 

ah, Wazir Nathu and Wazir Lakhpat was made in the year 1805 and 


a 
twah was thus annexed. 


htwar (1791- 1820 
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‘People fled towards the forests and 
huge damage due to the 
ho had meanwhile an- 


ds of Ishrat Kishewari, * 
eee ched. The fort suffered 


hadarwah fort was cor 
oe ated by Wazir Ratnu w 


fire that was later renov poe? f lm 
d village Sartin al; and made the fort reusable again. 
ees : f his father Bhup Chand, Pahar 


In response to the arrest and exile o 
Chand (1810-1821 AD) stopped paying revenue to the Chamba gov- 
ernment. As a result, an army was sent to attack Bhadarwah under 


Nathu, Wazir of Chamba who in turn suffered'a crushing defeat at the 
hands of Bhadarwahi army led by Shaktu Kotwal near Padri Pass, In- 
stead of going to Chamba, he straightway went to Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh asking for military help to attack Bhadarwah again. Against a 
few clauses, Maharaja proceeded his army along with Wazir Nathu 
towards Bhadarwah. He also sent a written deed to Pahar Chand 
through Nathu insisting conformations to the conditions set in the 
deed. Finding any resistance futile, Pahar Chand brought down the 
fort partially and fled towards Amritsar. The incident probably dates 
back to the year 1821. European traveler Ellison Bates writes in his 
‘Gazetteer of Kashmir’ ‘Dysa Singh came by order of Ranjit to 
Badrawar and took the castle from the Wazir’, that was under the con- 
trol of the Sikh forces for a very long time. Hence, Bhadarwah came 
under the rule of Maharaja Ranjit Singh for some time until Chamba 
ruler was forced to surrender ‘Rihlu Fort’ to the Sikh ruler. The people 
of Chamba agreed to surrender Rihlu Fort to Punjab in return of their 
continued rule over Bhadarwah. As per a deed, Bhadarwah also came 
under the custody of Chamba ruler.: 


Atalgarh Fort 
Encampment of Wazir Ratnu and Sikh Forces 


Wazir Ratnu and Sikh forces encamped at the base of a hill near one 
of the banks of Gupt Ganga Bhadarwah that was naturally protected by 
a surrounding hill around Neeru river. They named the place as Al 
Garh’ that literally meant ‘a fort that cannot be captured’, As the name 
suggests, it is also possible that they might have erected a small fort at 
the place too. ‘Garh’ literally means ‘a fort’. No trace of the fort exists 
today on site. 
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Teligarh Fort 


Situated at a height between village Chinot and Haliyan, there exists 
4 beautiful hillock by the name of Teligarh. It is probable that a fort 
must have existed at this place too housing a cantonment of Bhadar- 
wab's security forces. This place is now being Proposed to be developed 
q Tourist attraction. 

Under Zorawar Singh in the year 1836 AD, Dogra regiments pro- 
ceeded towards Bhadarwah. However, Chamba forces occupying the 
Bhadarwah fort held their ground intact, displaying huge strength and 
bravery until another cantonment of forces reached the place from 
Chamba. Upon seeing this, the Dogra army retreated back while Bha- 
darwah and Rattangarh Fort remained safe, 


Bhadarwah Fort-Under Dogra Rule 
(1846-1947 AD) 


After the 1846 AD Treaty of Amritsar, the kingdom of Bhadarwah 
became a part of the state of Jammu and Kashmir and with it came its 
sovereignty to an end. On 20% October 1927 AD, Dogra rulers ended 
Bhadatwah’s independent status and made it a part of Jammu fegion. 
From 1946-1947 AD Bhadarwah fort was used a prison under the 
Dogra rule. During the democratic rule, its status was increased to that 
of a District Jail. 

To ceush the ‘Kashmir Chod do’ [lit.: Quit Kashmir] Movement 
launched by National Conference in the year 1942 AD, Maharaja Hari 
Singh and Ram Chandra Kak imprisoned all the leaders associated with 
the Movement, in different jails of the region. Sheikh Muhammad Ab- 
dullah and his confidants including Mirza Muhammad Fazi Beg, 
Kashyap Bandu, and Sardar Budh Singh, etc. were imprisoned in Bha- 

ah Jail. Sheikh Sahib was sentenced to three years of imprison- 
Ment and fined a sum of five hundred rupees for his role in the revolt. 
After his discharge, he was made the Chief Administrator and later 
time Minister of the State. A letter written by Maharaja Bahadur bi 
Shiekh Sahib during his sentence in the jail bears a considerable histor- 
‘cal significance, 
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ilitants launched a rocket on the 
0 August 2001 AD, some m shed 
Sheena oe District Jail) thereby damaging it partially. The 
explosion was heard far and wide in which a policeman was also in- 


jured. 
Within the Fort, lies a small tem’ 


a black coloured statue within it. Hin 


offering the Pooja (worship). There use 
western side of the Fort which has now been sealed for entry. The place 


is worth visiting and is near Mohalla Qillah in the higher reaches of 
Basohli-Bhadarwah road. 


Proposal to Convert Bhadarwah Fort into a Center For 
Archaeology and Tourism 


In view of the Fort’s historical, political and touristic value Mr Ghu- 
lam Nabi Azad, former Chief Minister J8&¢K had decided to bring the 
Fort under the jurisdiction of Department of Archeology and had also 
proposed to develop the place as a Tourist Destination. In this connec- 
tion, an alternate place for a District Jail is also being searched for. Once 
these proposals are implemented, it will further add to the importance 
of the Fort. A wide road is being constructed from the higher reaches of 
Mohalla Qillah on the Bhadarwah-Basohli road that will connect this 
Tourist place to the main Highway. Because of the road, locals, as well 
as the visitors, shall have great avenues to discover the natural beauty of 
Bhadarwah besides visiting the Fort. The Cultural Center shall play a 
vital role in promoting the Tourism sector in the area. 


300-Year-Old Legacy to be Kno the Li 
Cultural Center of District Dats Aathe Litcraryand 


In one of the articles by Zakir Malik publi i i i 
Uzma dated 11" October 2007, it has en eee dreaded 
Bhadarwah Fort has finally regained its freedom after 60 years of occu- 
Sere Post-1947 AD, the Fort was transformed into a Government 
i : — a of chains shall no longer be heard from its dark cells. 
xe se ars is now being formulated to transform it into a Cul- 

er of Chenab Valley. Besides an art museum, a rich library 


ple of Maha Kali (goddess) housing 
dus often come to the temple for 
d to be a big pond towards the 
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-air theatre shall also be constructed here. The Fort shall be 
public in the upcoming year... Taking personal 
wins in the project, Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad has directed 
4 x, Tikoo. Director General of Prisons, J&K to undertake steps for 
cdoxating the Jail premises... Orders were passed to shift the Jail before 
Bid-ul-Fisr (14% October 2007). The officials believe that the Jail shall 
be vacated by 13% October whereas it shall be officially handed over to 
Bhadarwah Development Authority on 30° October. 

After the Fort is vacated, Bhadarwah Development Authority shall 
san the work of renovation and upgradation of the Fort. It proposes to 
sansform the Fort into a Literary and Cultural Center of Chenab Valley 
abich shall be larer opened for public, Bhadarwah Development Au- 
shority has earmarked an amount of 3 crores (TNR). It must be remem 
bered that experts from Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Her- 
itage (NTACH) New Delhi, have been roped in for the conservation of 
the Fort as a Cultural Center. Light and Sound system shall be installed 
is the Fort. On the eve of Eid-ul-Fitr, the Cultural Center shail serve as 
4 great gift to the locals from Chief Minister Azad Sahib that had been 
long-awaited since the past GO years. The Fort shall be an important 
Center for Pahari Culture. Besides Chenab Valley, it shall also have some 
highlights of the culture of the state of Himachal Pradesh. 


Shifting of Inmates from Bhadarwah Jail 


According to the latest reports, acting upon the directions of Govern: 
ment, Directorate of Prisons, J&K. has vacated the fail due to security 
cre afer shifting its cighty-cight inmates Udhampur Jail and 
= alwal Jail Jammu an 10° October 2007. Among them 32 mili- 
men epi with Harkat-tal-Jihad-al-Islams (s.: islamic Jihad Move- 

ah athe Muhammad (lit: “The Army of Muhammad) and 
fet, ttiahieen (ht: Party of Holy Warriors} ourfies * have heen 
Phahly Balwal Jail. The rest are civilian inmates who have been 
Head : shifted to Udhampur Jail. In this connection, Mr Talat Parvez 
ty he Bhadarwah Development Authority is making necessary secur 

det, Betents for the historic Fort, and as pet the sanctioned pro- 
‘Me tenavation work on the Fort is likely to start very S908 


snd 309 


rn open tO the 
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Other Historic Forts of Bhadarwah 

In his famous book ‘Tareekh-e-Rajgaan-i-Kashmir’ [Jit.: The History 
of Royals of Kashmir], noted historian Kahin Singh Bilowria has men- 
tioned about historic Forts of District Doda in great detail. Among 
them, the mention of Forts at different places in the kingdom of Bha- 
darwah appears as: 


1. Marmat Galiyan Fort: This was the capital of the Royal family of 
Galiyan, that had come here from Chamba. 


2. Bhadarwah Fort: There is'a jail on the western hill of Bhadarwah 
Fort these days. 


3. Bhaela Fort: At the border of Bhadarwah Kingdom, lay a fort of 
the Rana (s) that now exists as ruins. 


4. Jangwar Fort: It existed on the Bhadarwah-Kishtwar border. 
Only its footprint survives today. 


5. Jangwar Fort: It was situated on Kishtwar-Bhadarwah-Chamba 

border. Only the footprint exists today. 

In his essay ‘ZillaDoda, Qadeem Safarnamoun ki Roshni mein’ {lit.: 
District Doda in the light of old Travelogues] famous historian and 
writer Aseer Kishtwari, drawing references ftom Shri Shiv Narmuhi’s 
book ‘Dogar key Durug’ {lit.: Forts of Dogars], has provided us with the 


following details about the forts of Bhaela a 
darwah kingdom: 


1. Jangalwar Fort 


Jangalwar is located at a distance of 201 km from Jammu, 29 km 
from Pul Doda and 60 km from Bhadarwah. It is situated on a hill, 
about 300 km from Thathri. The rural area that surrounds the Fort is 
also known as Jangalwar. It is said that the Ashram of Baba Baddhi Das 
existed here. The Fort was constructed near it. The remnants of the Fort 
exist as the stones that now lace the springs of the place. Common 
masses believe that the Fort was constructed for defense purposes in the 
17" century AD by the Raja of Bhadarwah. The Fort was constructed 


nd Jangalwar areas of Bha- 
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in mud bricks. The mention of Jangalwar Fort has also been made in 
different historical accounts. 


7: Bhaela Fort 

The area of Bhaela within the Bhadarwah principality was a Jagir of 
the Wazirs of Bhadarwah. During the reign of Maharaja Gulab Singh, 
Lakhi Ram Wazir was the Jagirdar of the place. The Fort that the Ja- 
gitdars of Bhaela had constructed for their recognition is known as the 
‘Waziroun ka Qillah’ [lit.: Fort of Wazirs or Ministers]. Bur for a small 
portion, the Fort was mostly made in mud bricks. At a distance of 12 
km from Doda; a separate link road about 3 km in length would lead 
to the Fort from Sui Gawadi. After crossing Thalila and Chirala, one 
reaches Bhaela village. It is said that Bhaela Fort was constructed on 
this hillock that now stands dilapidated. The mention of this Fort has 
also been made in “Jareekh-e-Dogra Desh’ [lit.: The History of the Dogra 
Nation]. It is said that it was a small but strong Fort that was also uti- 
lized for storing grains.” 

Although nothing much remains of these Forts now; yet their im- 
portance can in no way be overlooked while compiling the History of 
Bhadarwah, 
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Dr Pritam Krishan Koul mentions the year of this agreement as 1792. 
Translator's Note: Since the 1980s there was a sharp change in the discourse 
of the political struggle of Kashmir, with many armed organizations inter- 
preting the struggle as a holy war, It is often referred to as the transformation 
of ‘national liberation to an Islamist Jihad.’ Further research on the subject 
is advised, 

(Reference; Changing Course of Kashmiri Struggle. From National Libera- 
tion to Islamist Jihad?; Economic and Political Weekly; Vol. 36, No. 3 (Jan. 
20-26, 2001), Pp. 218-227) 
“Shiraza” (Urdu) < 
kiroun ki Roshnj 


07 


Mosques And Temples Of 
Bhadarwah Kingdom 


Mosques of Bhadarwah 


Ai mentioned earlier; as a resulr of the gradual migration of Mus- 
ims from Kashmir and other parts of the country mostly under- 
taken due to political, economic, religious and topographical reasons, 
Muslims kept on settling in different parts of undivided Doda. Conse- 
quentially, a number of mosques started to be constructed here over the 
petiod of time. Almost in every big village of the old (and undivided) 
Jagir or Principality of Bhadarwah wherever majority of the Muslims 
lived, people started constructing mosques besides religious centers or 
adrasas; a practice continuing even today. As a matter of fact, a num- 
bet of religious clans in addition to the Sufis from Kashmir kept on 
Migrating to this place and impressed upon the people to construct the 
Mosques here, Besides them, some preachers from Kashmir would also 
come here once or twice a year and continue dispensing religious edu- 
“ation at different places of Bhadarwah. All the other migrants natural- 
iste joining the cause. Some missionary organizations, including 
t-e-lslami and Tableegi Jamaat (Allah Waley [4it.: godmen]), re- 
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mained proactive in spreading the message of Islam 
structing many Madrasas and mosques here. In view of the expecte 
volume of this book, it is impossible to explain all these MOSES he 
Therefore, we shall restrict ourselves to the mention of only a few Jam 
Masjids [dit.: Central or Main Mosques} in this chapter. 


Jamia Masjid Bhadarwah 


while also con 


On the left banks of Rivulet Halya (also known as Puneja cang 
that originates from Mountain Kailash and passes through the wes 
ern side of the town; lays a spectacular and unparalleled architect in 
marvel in the form of ‘Jamia Masjid Bhadarwah’ that boldly flaunts § 

inds any visitor to the place by its splendour. f 
ed to praise the masterpiece but gets also boug 
tic sense and selflessness of the locals. It is not jug 


cent religious struct: 
cals in One Suprem 
oldest Jamia Masji 
Present day Jamia 


across the valley (Bhalesa, Killac, Thathri, Marmati: 


etc.) had Personally Participated in the construction. The storm 
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wok during the nant is a that the flow of water was so 

ang that huge rocks colliding wit each other had produced hor- 
wndovS sounds that had resulted in widespread panic, akin to some 
massive earthquake, across the town. What is interesting is the fact 
shat these structures including Jamia Masjid, Orphanage, Madrasa 
and manly homes of the town were seen floating intact as far as one 
could sees before collapsing in the waters one after the other. Homes, 
valuables, livestock, and dead humans could be seen swirling in the 
torrents. The calamity was sudden, painful and inexplicable that had 
unleashed a sort of terror across the valley. People across all directions 
were seen wailing together and survivors beat their chests mourning 
the loss of their loved ones. It is said that people were not saddened 
by the destruction of their properties as much as they were aggrieved 
by the loss of Jamia Masjid and its adjoining structures. (Late) Rasa 
Javedani in one of his masterpiece poems Toufan (lic. “Storm’] has 
spoken of the destruction that the storm had inflicted in a very touch- 
ing and melancholic voice. Considering that the poem talks at length 
about the devastating incident, a few of its couplets specific to the 
Jamia Masjid, have been recorded as under: 


Ye kya gazab khudaya 
toufan kahan se aaya 
Aafat ki intiha bhi 
sajdey ki ek jaa bhi 
Wo khana-e-khuda bhi 
Magid humari purani 
islaaf ki nishaant 
Wo ley chala hai paani 
Kyun iska gham na khaaye 
ansoun kyun na bahaye 
Sar ab kaban jhukaye? 


What wrath is this, O Lord! 
Whence did the storm strike us? 
It is the peak of our misfortune. 
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Even the place where heads would prostrate: 
Even that house that was but yours: 
Even that invaluable mosque of ours 
That was the symbol of 
our forefathers; 
Is swept away today in this raging water. 


Why should I be not, thus, smitten by grief? 
Why should I not shed my tears (tonight)? 
Tell me O Lord! 
Where should we be now, 
Prostrating to you henceforth? 


It was probably in the initial months of the year 1930; about a year 
and a half from this massive disaster when the foundation of the pres- 
ent day Jamia Masjid was laid and efforts were made for its early com- 
pletion. Devastated Muslims once again displayed courage and restart- 
ed this virtuous task that stands today as one of the finest examples of 
architecture before us. Our ancestors formulated such a proposal for 
the eine: of the new mosque that one is left with no option but 
to salute their vision and selflessness, It is sai 
Najar, the father of a mason (Late) Shien, ee emer 
in the prime of his youth had planned the | hile ivenee 
the internal mihrab and eR layout while the carving on 
ae © minars was done by a mason Allah Ditta 

ing from Jammu. Mason Ghul i i 
diaie a ulam Rasool also remained proactive 
_ 8 Me construction of the mos, d ing hi 
tons as per his knowledge que and kept on offering his sugges- 


This me 
Morable Structure j 

is - . : 2 
mam, bathrooms, law also two storeyed with which a ham 


Phineas a madrasa have also been made that was 

Seties of changes h, modern Structure. Over a period of time, 
em “en incorporated in the lawn and buildings 
nis other half e : cy shopping complex has been con- 
la S¢ on modern lines. 5 : - lawn while bathrooms have been & 
"9, a beautiful Staircase | acrificing the Chinar that existed in the 


eadin: 
8 to the mosque has been constructed: 
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by keepin the rooftops of the shops at level, two-sided addition- 
"fom for offering Salah have been constructed that now caters to 
poh of worshippers during Friday prayers, a problem that was 
he tog 4 before. The lower or the First gate of the mosque has been 
i ed beautifully. The library building has now been included in the 
pove-mentioned platform. However, a room towards the west of the 
5 form has been retained for the use of the caretaker of the mosque. 
ag gs the mosque is concerned, two beautiful front verandahs have 
heen constructed on both the storeys that are decorated by beautiful 
foral and other Nagashi patterns. A wide verandah has also been con- 
gructed atop the southern hammam, used now to conduct the weekly 
gatherings of Anjuman-e-Islamia. Huge halls have been provided in 
both the storeys of the mosque for offering the prayers that can accom- 
modare thousands of worshippers at a time. Two slender minars have 
been constructed in both the rear corners of the mosque with a huge 
dome in between them. Quranic inscriptions written in bold letters 
lace the dome on all sides, thereby increasing its grandeur. Similarly, 
minars also present fine examples of floral motifs. The architectural 
techniques employed in this building may well be compared with that 
ofany other similar structure of the sub-continent. ‘The mosque reliably 
reflects the architectural styles of the mosques that were constructed in 
the Mughal era. While local stone and lime have been used for con- 
structing its walls, huge and bulky Deodar beams have been used in the 
roof. Beautiful and worth seeing wooden columns have been fixed in all 
the toof tiers of the mosque. The ornamentation of the mihrabs is in 
itself a testimony of the hard work put in by the craftsmen while mak- 
ing them. Be it the symmetry of the minars, laying of uniform founda- 
tions or ornamentation of the columns, everything about the mosque 

is bewitching, 
ns the leadership of local Anjuman-e-Islamia, the devoted Mus- 
fer Bhadarwah have exhibited a lot of hard work, courage, and 
thonider in the reconstruction of this mosque. Women also worked 
ly ele hagas with their male counterparts to the best of their 
oso and € construction work, Many of them literally ground lumps 
stones while many of them donated their jewellery too. Thus 


ge Culeure of phadarwah 
3 accept the construction of the mos 
ee failed by alot of hard work and ike 
ue was many times larger and 
e lost in floods and was visually 
cals. It is also said that a lor 
and soil during the con- 
the age-old reli- 


the lo 


_ In these expensi 
«is estimated to be in crores of rupees. 
ounced a financial aid in 
lapsed Mosque of the town 
fc confined to the papers only. One wonders as to 
ment back then return an 
treasury, duly 
ctims. After it 


housand rupees was offered by 
reconstruction of the 


but the orders were le 


what forced 
amount of forty thousand rupees © 
sanctioned otherwise in favour of the 
in the year 1954, an amount of fifty t 
(Late) Bakshi Ghulam Muhammad for the 
mosque that was declined by the Anjuman. Contrarily, common people 
of the place contributed mutually and once again repeated the history 
of accomplishing such sacred tasks all by themselves. 
The present-day government led by Jinab Ghulam Nabi Azad has 

enhance the beauty of the mosque by demolishing all the 
d buildings surrounding the mosque. 
this proposal is expect” 
as well. In 


proposed to 
visual barriers including shops an 
In addition to the already historical significance, 

ed to encourage the place from the Tourism point of view 
this connection, lands under personal ownership, buildings, and shops 
are being currently identified, their market values estimated so that 
paige ee could be made to adequately compensate the 
nee . q aie Soa el has also shown its acceptance in the matter 
ed, it shall pons a ia ial cai Jamia Masjid is fully complet- 
a “ : attraction to the tourists because of its 
wide road passing ria he oS Sse a 

In one of his essays ‘Jamia Masjid tA : 

mad Shafi Pardesi hailing f a darwah’, a youth Mr Muham- 
g from Puryoot Doda has painted the mosque 
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-_ che following words: “It is this mosque that is a valuable treasure of 
a Bhadarwahi Muslims, from whose minars whenever a call to the 
rayer TiSeS, the entire valley of the Chota Kashmir resonates with it. 
is n the call of the azan, it seems that the sky-high mountains that 
cradle this valley in their lap join in the chorus with the muezzin and 
recite all the verses along. How revered is this mosque that not only 
Muslims but all the residents, regardless of any religious or caste differ- 
ences, take pride in! Whenever someone comes to Bhadarwah for the 
frst time, as he glorifies the miracles of Nature in this spectacular valley, 
on the one hand, he also cannot help but admire the courage of all 
those people whose sweat and blood still sparkles in the mighty minars 
of this grand mosque.” 

Mouluvi Abdul Ghaffar Suharwardy, who belonged to the Mirwaiz 
family of Srinagar’s Jamia Masjid area, was the grand ancestor of the 
present day Suharwardy family of Bhadarwah. Upon his migration to 
Bhadarwah, he was appointed as the Imam of the mosque here. It was 
upon his suggestion that this mosque of the town was converted into 
the Jamia Masjid [central Mosque] and it was him who also led the first 
Friday congregational prayers here. Later his son Abdul Wahid Suhar- 
wardy was entrusted with this responsibility. Upon his death, his elder 
son Moulana Abdul Aziz Suharwardy served as the Imam of the mosque 
fora long time. After he passed away, Moulana Ghulam Hussain was 
appointed as the Imam of the mosque. 


Other Mosques of Bhadarwah 


It has been mentioned initially in this section that local mosques 
have been constructed in every village of this old royal principality 
Among which big gatherings during Friday prayers have also been held 
ata lot of mosques. As per the local needs, many of these mosques are 
also being made wider, bigger and more beautiful. In Bhadarwah town 
itself, Friday ptayers have been organized at Masjid Sarafan and Green 
Bag Masjid. The former is a beautiful and a big mosque whereas the 

's insufficient area-wise despite being a two-storeyed structure. 

OW; this Mosque is also being expanded and with the grace of Allah 

Mighty, the third level roof is also near completion. The mosque of 
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Mohalla Qillah is located at a beautiful place in the lower Parts of the 
Bhadarwah fort whose Minars and intermediate dome have been re- 
cently constructed. Similarly, the mosque of Mohalla Pasri is a two-sto- 
reyed structure, There is a hammam, and a room provided for Imam 
Sahib’ residence near the mosque. Besides Chinot village, Dhandi and 
Udrana; mosques located at Puneja, Songli, Dareja, Sarna, and Sartin- 
gal are also worth seeing. There is another big and beautiful mosque 
constructed at Gatha, Friday prayers have also been held at this mosque, 
Besides the main Bhadarwah valley, mosques have been constructed in 
every village of this old principality, which could be talked at length. 
Only a few selected mosques of different places are being mentioned 
here. Among the mosques of Killar area, Bhala and Malothi mosques 
are worth seeing. Similarly, mosques have been constructed in every 
village of Marmat among which the mosques at Moothi, Mangota, 
Goha, Rachu, Bihota, Bari, etc. cater to the local religious requirements 
of the people. A lot of people can be seen worshipping in these mosques, 
Again, some big mosques have been constructed at Asar, Jhati and 
Koda Pani. A small mosque has also been made at Khaleni. Mosques 
have also been constructed in the areas of Chinta, Manoh, Kursari and 
also.at Sana Rathawa among other places in the Chirala area. Mosques 
have also been constructed at Bhela, Thalela Jangalwar, Thathri, Cheer- 
ah, Shivah, Figsoo, etc. on modern lines. Similarly, the construction of 
mosques in the areas of Bhalesa and Bonjuwah has been. executed in a 
very beautiful manner. Among them, the mosques at Malano, Hallar- 
an, Joura, Kota, Bathiri, Tanta, Chalar, Chinyas, Jakyass, Bhatyas, Chil- 
li, Sanwarah, Malar, Inhrrah, , Gawari, Bharti, Sinnoo, Achhair, Dre- 
wari, Gurekrah, Soti, Changa, Dudwar, Kharangal, Kilhotran and 
many other places have been Constructed by hard earned money of the 
local populace. Among these mosques, Friday prayers are also held now 
at many Jamia Masjids including those at Gandoh, Jakyass, Achhair, 
and Gurekrah. 

Jamia Masjid Gandoh Bhalesa 


Rivulet Kalguni divides the headquarter Gandoh into two parts. The 
majority part of the Gandoh town is settled on the western banks of the 
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that includes a lot of residential houses, government offices, 
, and some shops. Across the bridge, a beautiful mosque has 
beef constructed on the eastern side of the river. A Dak bungalow also 
exists near it. Both the buildings are connected to a bypass road that 
pranches out from Thathri-Kilhotran road. Once the traffic plies after 
the construction of the Gandoh-Sinnu-Bhadarwah road, both these 

of the town shall get connected to each other. On the eastern side 
of Gandoh, a lot of shops and some houses have been constructed along 
Thathri-Kilhotran road. 

Iris said that no mosque had been constructed at the place until the 
year 1970. In the words of Haji Ghulam Rasool Chowgani, “Chow- 
dary Kareem Baksh had donated many kanals of his private land for the 
construction of Jamia Masjid Gandoh, an Eidgah, and a Madrasa. The 
present-day Jamia Masjid has been constructed on the same land.” Lo- 
aal elders and many other influential residents had offered their help to 
Chowdary Sahib for the construction of the mosque that included 
Chowdary Salaam Din, Ahad-ullah Dar, Haji Muhammad Khanji, 
Haji Noor Muhammad, Mr Abdul Qayoom and Ghulam Mustafa, etc. 
The mosque was completed in the year 1970 while Friday prayers were 
also initiated here in the same year. The services of these gentlemen 
have also been acknowledged by Aseer Kishewari in his book “Zasveer-e- 
Zilla-Doda’ with reference to Haji Shah Din Dar. In addition to Gan- 
ss people from other villages also come to this Jamia Masjid for of- 

tring their Friday prayers. The mosque can attend to thousands of 
Worshippers at a time. 


Jamia Masjid Changs 


in : the words of Haji Ghulam Rasool Chowgani, “The first mosque 
‘ne Bhalesa area was constructed during the second decade of the 
War Aeeyals in Kilhotran village. After it, local Masjid of village Dod- 
Tsing made. During the third decade of the same century, a local 

was constructed at Changa. Later, upon the advice of Khwaja 
Gas, : Rasool Azad, steps were undertaken for its renovation and 
Statted ©n. By the fourth decade, even Friday congregational prayers 

'o be held here. After some time, Azad Sahib laid the founda- 


rivet 
schoo! 
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tion of Anjuman-e-Islamia Bhalesa and also convinced the people to 
construct the second storey of Jamia Masjid Changa while personally 
collecting donations from every village of the area for the same. Taking 
a lot of people along in the month of Asooj (seventh month of Hindu 
calendar corresponding to September-October) 1959 AD, he trans- 
ported wood to Changa from Gangal through water transport and 
didn’t heave a sigh of relief until the holy task was accomplished. The 
people who supported him in this mission include Khwaja Hazr Jo 
Bhat, Ghulam Qadir Bhat, Chowdary Hashim Deen, Gulzar Mir, Haji 
Ahad Bhat, Ghulam Muhammad Bhat, Rahmatullah Bhar, and many 
other local Muslims.” Many of these people have now passed away from 
this temporal world but the fruit of their hard work is still afresh and 
ever radiant in the form of this beautiful Jamia Masjid. According to 
Chowgani sahib, “In the year 1953 Jenab Ghulam Rasool Azad started 
imparting Quranic education through Mouluvi Shams-ud-Din sahib 
Wani in Changa, while he personally left to collect donations for an 
honorarium of the Mouluvi sahib. Only twelve rupees could be collect- 
ed on day one. Later this responsibility was assigned to Haji Ahad Bhat. 
With a huge religious fervor and happiness, people from the areas of 
Jatoot, Bisnota, and Pangal participated in the first Eid Namaz (Con- 
gregational Eid Prayers) that was offered here. The mosque has now 
been consolidated and expanded, Adjoining it, a big Madrasa under the 
name of Asrar-ul-Uloom’ (lit.: The secrets of the Knowledge] has been 
established since the year 1970. 

In the recent past, the two-storeyed Jamia Masjid was demolished to 
be rebuilt asa three-storeyed structure on a newly bought piece of land. 
A slab has been cast atop its walls while half of the Minar has also been 
completed as of now. Both of its Minars seem to be about 60 ft high. 
An estimated cost of about 80 lakhs has already been incurred on the 
construction so far. The Masjid committee has procured an additional 
land from a widow (w/o one Rashid Bhar) at a total cost of 46 thousand 
rupees. The Committee made for the supervision of the ongoing con- 
struction works is led by Mt Ghulam Hussain Bhaal whereas Moulana 
Showkat sahib is dispensing his duties as the Secretary, and Shafi Sahib 
Bhat as the Treasurer of the Committee these days. People belonging to 
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d family particularly Mustafa Azad an 
the seat akeem have greatly assisted the const 
Sahi foundation of the new mosque was laid 
mmodate around 5000-6000 worshippers at a time while many 
’ thers can offer the prayers in its lawn too. Jamia Masjid of Changa 
spanning across an area of 1.5 kanals of land is the biggest of all mosques 
in the entire Bhalesa area,!"! 


d Ghulam Muhammad 
Tuction of this mosque. 
in the year 2003, It can 


Jamia Masjid Bhatiyas 


The work on the mosque of village Badi Jakyass was started in the 
year 1974 AD. Prior to it, the work until the 
been completed at the hands of Ah: 
Aziz Mir, a resident of Budli village : € year 
1974, the supervision of the construct; 


ound 5’9° 
in the mos 


que is 16 that are 8’x7’ and 7°x 2’6” 
three Massive 


they 26” long has also been constructed 
Pes of the Second and the third tier of the roof are identical. The 
the center of the structure is 63’ x 35’. Two minars 21°6” 
Nee and 116” high exist on its sides, 

Finia Masjid Chilli 
A old mo: 


is located i 
hore 


in dimensions. It has 
x 10’6” in dimensions, A 
within the mosque. The 
“Surth tier in 
In citcumfere 


due said to have been constructed even before 1947 AD 
'n the area of upper Chilli. Friday prayers have been started 


° since the Past few years. Because of the increase in population, 
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the old mosque would be insufficient for the people but now it has 
been reconstructed. A huge number of people can offer their prayers in 
the mosque at a given time. Mosques have also been constructed in the 
adjoining villages of Chilli as in Milat and Sunwara, etc. 


Jamia Masjid Binoon (Bonjuwah) 


‘This is the oldest mosque of the region that has been constructed in 
the village Binoon. It was initially constructed as a local mosque before 
the year 1947 AD but later the work on its expansion was completed in 
the year 1983 AD. After some time, the mosque was again demolished 
and reconstructed on modern lines by making it bigger as a three storey 
structure. Constructed over an area of about 2.5-3 kanals of land, Jamia 
Masjid Binoon attracts all the people far and wide. Its construction is still 
going on as per the layout of the Jamia Masjid of Bhadarwah. Its Minars 
and intermediate domes have been completed. ‘The mosque can cater to 
about a thousand worshippers. The first Friday prayer in the entire Bon- 
juwah area was held at this mosque. Bathrooms for the worshippers have 
also been constructed along a natural spring adjoining the mosque. 


Other Mosques of Bonjuwah 


Among other mosques of the Bonjuwah area, Masjid Sharif Nali 
(now a Jamia Masjid), village mosque Jawalapur, Masjid Sharif Noori 
and Masjid Sharif Patnazi have also been constructed. Along with 
them, many other Madrasas including Darsgah Nali, Darsgah Chak- 
roun and Darsgah Patnazi [Darsgah; lit: Learning Center] have also 
been established that are benefiting a lot of orphan and poor students 
with religious education. A few Madrasas also dispense formal educa- 
tion among the students. Many local mosques have been constructed 
in a number of villages of Bonjuwah region, the complete details of 
which cannot be given here. However, important among them is the 
Jamia Masjid Patnazi that was initially constructed about 20 years ago 
as a local mosque but is now a two-storeyed structure. A provision for 
bathrooms for the worshippers has also been provided in the mosque. 
A large number of people attend to their prayers here, On the interven- 
ing night of 29" February 2007 and 1* March 2007, a fire suddenly 
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- in village Nali of Bonjuwah region that soon engulfed five 
: al houses and ten shops besides a mosque and a school build- 
peident them all to the ground. Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad 
ings rd reached the site to take stock of the situation and offered 
; Z of rupees 5 lakhs for the reconstruction of the mosque while also 
stig the people of getting adequate compensation for their loss. 
jamia Masjid Thathri 
‘The first mosque along the Batote-Kishtwar highway was constructed 
sraplace called Thathri. The mosque was about 20’ in length and 17’ in 
width and placed right along the road line. A few shops also run on its 
ground floor. Then, another mosque 30’ x 20’ in area was constructed 
towards the upper parts of the road. Because of the surge in population, 
the mosque was later expanded. A Madrasa was also constructed during 
the renovation process, The work was started in the year 1999 AD. The 
ground floor of the new mosque 60” x 70’ in area has been completed as 
of now. In fact, the work on the first floor has also been started. Work 
until the Slab level of the floor stands completed. Minars are also being 
erected from the first-floor level. Beams have also been laid atop the 
walls, Along with the Jamia Masjid, a spacious lawn has also been laid 
out that is about 70’ long and 30’ in width. A huge number of worship- 
pets offer their Friday prayers in the lawn also. About two-three thou- 
sand people can collectively offer their prayers in this mosque. Lakhs of 
have been spent on Jamia Masjid Thathri until date. Another 
cal mosque exists near it, 2) 


Jamia Masjids of Gugarah, Kahira, and Hillaran 


Ho-storyed Jamia Masjid Gugarah (Malano) has been constructed 
oe Gugarah. It has C.G.I roofing covering a pleasant central 
mosque = from the entire area come to offer Friday prayers in this 
hosgues caters well to the requirement of the people as of date. The 
Some o Malano, Tarhangal, Tanta, Kancha, Joura, and Hillaran are 
held at Hil other village mosques of the area. Friday prayers are also 
ttre aran mosque. On the other side, a Jamia Masjid has also 
‘tucted at Kahara that lies along Thathri-Kilhotran road. 


in 
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Jamia Masjids of Marmat Areal! 


Jamia Masjid Bihota 

‘The biggest Jamia Masjid of Marmat area (Khasal) is located in vil- 
lage Bihota. It is said that it is the third biggest mosque of District 
Doda in terms of area and is now in its third phase of construction. It 


is a two-storeyed structure that spans across an area of 70’ x 70’. 


Jamia Masjid Badi 

Jamia Masjid Badi is now undergoing its fifth phase of construction 
that is expected to be completed soon. This two-storeyed mosque has 
been constructed on an area of 37’ x 45’. Bathrooms for worshippers 
have also been constructed adjacent to it. The mosque can attend to 
about a thousand worshippers at a time. 


Jamia Masjid Mangota 

The construction of this mosque was completed about 20 years ago. 
The two-storeyed mosque 40’ x 40° in area is one of the oldest con- 
structed mosques here. 


Jamia Masjid Goha 

The foundation of this mosque was laid by Rehmat-ullah Sahib in 
the year 1978 AD. The two-storeyed mosque is 30° x 21’ in area. In 
addition to these mosques, Jamia Masjids at Mouthi, Barkote Labtar, 
Rout and Rachu have been constructed over a period of time that cater 
to the religious needs of the local populace. 


Jamia Mazsjids of Killar Area‘! 
Jamia Masjid Dogli 


This mosque of the Killar area is counted among the oldest mosques 
of the area whose foundation was laid about 40 years ago. This two-sto- 
reyed mosque is 30” x 30’ in area. C.G.I sheets have been used for its 
roofing while cement has also been used in its first floor. A proper elec- 
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em has also been provided in the mosque. Facilities for ablu- 


icity S¥° been well provided. 


tion have also 


his wo-storey Jamia Masjid is 40’x 40’ in area. There is a dire need 
for the completion of the first floor of the mosque. The mosque is 
bout 20 years old, and somehow addresses the need of the local inhab- 
iants, There is no provision for bathrooms in the mosque as yet. 


Jamia Masjid Doga 
This Jamia Masjid 35’ x 30’ in area, had been constructed before the 
year 1960 AD. There is no provision of electricity in the mosque as yet. 


However, this two-storeyed mosque has still been addressing to the 
needs of the locals. 


Masjid Sharif Bhala 


Masjid Sharif Bhala has recently been consolidated and expanded. A 
cement slab has been laid on its ground floor while the proposal for its 
first floor has also been drafted. It is located along the edge of the road. 
There is an old spring adjacent to the mosque which is used for ablu- 
= by the worshippers. A dearth of bathrooms is being felt at the 
Place, 

_ Many other small and rural mosques exist or are being constructed 
in other villages of the area. 


Naga Culture in Bhadarwah 


Ever since the ancient times, the land of Bhadarwah has remained 
é det the influence of Buddhism, Shaivism and Naga philosophy. Hin- 
Sof the tegion generally prefer ‘Naga Worship’ and the sect has now 
some an inseparable part of their culture. Their belief systems per- 
7 ning to the Nagas govern almost every part of their everyday " a 
a, Poojas in the temples, fairs or festivals, pilgrimages, ae es 
Bious Customs, and marriages, etc. Among these deities, Sheesh Nag 
- known as Anant Nag), Vasuki Nag and Takshat Nag are ad oe 
“ed ones, Nag Deotas are locally considered as ‘higher souls that 
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according to an old legend, took birth as.a result of the copulation of 
Kashyap Rishi and his wife Kadru. This is the reason why numerous 
Naga temples have been constructed here. Although Sheesh Nag is 
worshipped in every part of this old principality, the Devta is wor- 
shipped with extra fervor in the main town and Udrana. Vasuki Nag is 
also worshipped with great devotion in these wards. The temple of Tak- 
shat Nag had been constructed centuries ago along with an old pedes- 
trian route at Thoba that lies between Bhadarwah and Chinta. The 
temple stands renovated now. Every year a special Pooja is held in this 
temple. There is also an old temple of Sheesh Nag located at the higher 
end of Subhar Dhar in Chinta area, constructed at a height of about 4 
to 5 miles from Chinta. It is also visible from the Bhadarwah town. It 
is known as ‘Dhaer-yuru-Nag’ in the local language. Similarly, ‘Muhal 
Nag’ is worshipped in an old temple located in the Bhalesa area. 

The fact cannot be denied that Naga worship in the undivided Jagir 
of Bhadarwah has held such reverence from the historic times until date 
that was otherwise only observed in the ancient abode of Nagas i.e. 
Kashmir Valley until the recent times. It was from where the Naga Dev- 
ta is said to have migrated to arrive in the beautiful valley of Bhadar- 
wah. It must be remembered that due to the spread of Shaivism in the 
valley, Naga worship seems to have neared the end. On the other hand, 
no change in the belief system of the Hindus towards Nagas has been 
seen in the majority parts of the Doda region particularly Bhadarwah. 
Therefore, it can be concluded with certainty that historic reflections of 
Naga Culture can be seen only in these places now. 

“Kud Melas’ (or Kud Fairs) are organized in every town each year to 
earn the blessings of Nag Devtas. Among them, the’oldest and the most 
popular is the Kud of Vasuki Nag. After him, the most celebrated Dev- 
tas or deities include Subhar Nag, Muhal Nag, Badha Nag, Surkh Nag, 
Icha Dhari Nag, Takshat Nag, Nilnag, Parja Dhar Nag, Milothey Nag, 
Kali Nag, Laeth Nag, and Milan Nag, etc.!5! 

People hailing from this old principality offer Prasad to Nag Devéas 
on important occasions like the birth of a child, milking a cow for the 
first time and the sorts. Believing that springs are the primary abode of 
Naga Devtas, they undertake various pilgrimages to different lakes and 
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sags. These pilgrimages include Kailash Kund, 
nea Bhadarwah and Bhalesa, a lot of Naga t 
mat too. Surkh Naga is worshipped in Kilhotran 
remple of Bhadarwah is one of the finest examples 
sculpturing in the region. 


Ashapati, etc. In ad- 
emples exist in Mar- 
temple, Vasuki Nag 
of stone carving and 


Springs of Bhadarwah Named after Nagas 


The valley of Bhadarwah, Bhalesa, Marmat, Killar, Duraab, Chirala 
and Thathri are rich in natural cold water Springs that have been tradi- 
tionally named after Nagas. Water from many of these springs has been 
channelized through many crevices carved from local stones, before let- 
ting it fall from great heights. Snake figures have been carved on the 
rear parts of these springs. These springs are good examples of the tra- 
ditional art of stone carving at the place. At other places, where springs 
have been carved out from wood, the rear ends have again been carved 
out in the form of snakes. The word Nag is always added as a mandato- 
ry suffix at the end of the springs name, for example, Nag Raj (Na- 
grad), Gagad Nag Raj (Nagrad), Parnala Nag Raj (Nagrad), Chabda 
Nag, Ban Nagdeen, etc. It is quite impossible to give a detailed account 
of all the springs here. Nevertheless, as a matter of fact, spring is still 
known as a ‘Nag’ in Kashmir valley and other Kashmiri speaking areas 
of Jammu tegion, while the word ‘Raj’ is dialectically known as ‘Rad’. 


The Arrival of Nagas in Bhadarwah 


As has been mentioned before, according to a legend of Neel Mat 
wan, ‘Nagas living in the Satisar Lake were forced to evade from Kash- 
i EY 88 a resule of the enmity with their cousin Garuda based on 
es conflict, They fled to Bhadarwah (Bhadravakash or Bhader- 
G and settled in some of its parts. Seething in revengeful passion, 

‘Tuda wanted to destroy them completely. According to the mentioned 
ae » Some members of the Nagas first arrived at village Gatha (Bha- 
Nags. 2 dense forest then used for gtazing. According to the pic 
sees “ould incarnate as humans too. One night, a local woman dreamt 
Coiling out from a tree of this forest that incarnated as a Prince. 


ie Prince revealed to the woman that he was Vasuki Nag, the son of 
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ishi i Nagas out of fear of 
Rishi who had come there along with some 
cenunee Garuda. He further asked the woman to seek help from.peo- 


ple and clear the leveled area of the forest for the net ofa 8 
ple, Consequently, the people constructed a temple here at is popuiar 
as Vasuki Nag temple. It is said that it was after this incident that Vasuki 
Nag became the King of Bhadarwah. While pursuing the Nagas, he fixed 
a meeting with Garuda to convince him that the race of Nagas could face 
extinction should he continue ‘eating’ Nagas as such. And that, be must, 
therefore, restrict consuming only one Naga a day. 

It is said that the Prince of Sewaj ‘Jimutvahana’ offered. himself to 
Garuda in. place of the lone son of a woman. When the boy apprised 
Garuda that the Prince was sacrificing his life in place of him, he (Garu- 
da) was deeply moved by such a selfless act and he stopped consuming 
Nagas henceforth. Thus, peace was established between Nagas and 
Garuda. In view of the sacrifice of ‘Jimutvahana’, Vasuki Nag insisted 
upon people to worship vahana before they worship him. This is why; 
statues of Jimutvahana have been installed on the right-hand side of the 
statue of Vasuki Nag in every temple and is worshipped before Vasuki 
Nag. Later, Vasuki Nag made Kailash Kund as his permanent abode. 
Nobody knows what happened to Nagas after these incidents. After 
Nagas, the reins of the Bhadarwah Kingdom came to the hands of Paul 
rulers. Nowadays, Nagas ate conceived only in the form of snakes rath- 
er than any human manifestations.” 

According to a popular legend, when Garuda was chasing Vasuki 
Nag, Vasuki Nag Hed to Bhadarwah out of fear and later jumped into 
oe within the Kailash Kund. Garuda drained the water of the lake 

sere portion of the land in one of its corners. Vasuki Nag im- 
see ate! i aio Bhadrakali Devi for help, who lec the water from 
oregon eplap na na oer 
ho one actually knows the fits sine ai einai tint, 


The Ancient and Historic Temples of Bhadarwah 


When people from the Naga clan, fled from the valley and settled in 
present-day village. Kapra situated in North East Bhadarwah, Bhadar- 


Section—3 |70 3| 


wah was then ruled by Devi Bhadrakali. She was also a religious guide 
of the place. It has been widely accepted that Bhadarwah was named 
afer Bhadrakali Devi. It was after Bhadrakali that this beautiful area of 
Bhadarwah was also known as Bhaderdeep, Bhaderdesh, Bhader Ash- 
ram, and in the words of Kalhan “Bhadravakas’, in the historic times 

Before the arrival of Nagas, Bhadar Paul, the grandson of Raja Nag Paul 
had constructed the temple of Bhadrakali that is considered to be the 
oldest temple of this place. It is located in the back side of Vasuki Nag 
temple. Another temple of Bhadarwah is located in the village Gatha. 

Bhadar Paul, the great-grandson of Raja Nag Paul-I had constructed 
the Bhadrakali temple who also ruled this place greatly much like his 
great grandfather. 

Because of the mass practice of the Naga worship, the majority of the 
temples constructed here have been named after the Naga Devas. Out 
of sisterly concern, Devi Bhadrakali facilitated the settlement of Nagas 
in different parts of Bhadarwah. By handing over the areas of Bhadar- 
wah, Athkhar, and Chobiya to her brother Vasuki Nag, she appointed 
him as the ruler of these places. They were similarly granted Kailash lake 
too. The right side of Neeru river until che Rahushiri border was handed 
over to the elder brother Sheesh Nag. This also included the areas of 
Badota, Duraab, and Chinta. The area of Bhalesa was given to Muhal 
Singh whereas Kitaar was given to Bhader Nag; and, Manthala a 
lages of Melini were given to Nagni respectively. They started pe 
these places. However, Vasuki Nag still retained the central importance. 
This is why the respective temples of these Devta Rajas uaa 
in their respective areas of rule. Thus, with the passage of wae ‘i arly 
Votion of local Hindus kept on increasing towards these kings. See 
temples continued to be built in Bhadarwah valley and i 
teas that included Vasuki temple Bhadarwah, Subhar De 
Sheesh Nag temple Dehra Sartin ‘ 
(Chinta), Nagni Mata temple near Manthala, etc. *P 

ndi Mata’ temple is also near comp: 
many other temples are also being constructed les of Shiv ji located in 

Sold principality. There are some histor! temp. 

“pt Ganga and Pasri Mohalla Bhadarwah. 


ts other historic 
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the three popular temples among the Vasu- 
uk Dhera in village Gatha and 


In the Bhadarwah valley, 
ade in similar kind of black 


ki temples are located at Mohalla Vas 


village Nathi. Statues of these temples are m 
stone. It is said that stone has been procured from Munchder Canal for 


carving these statues. The construction style of all these temples is alike. 


However, the statue of Vasuk Dhera is more interesting than others, 
without any support. Wood has 


that stands at an inclination of 80° 
been used in all the three temples while heavy beams have been em- 


ployed in sustaining the structures. 


Vasuki Nag Temple (Vasuk Dhera, Gatha And Nalthi) 

The temple is located at a beautiful place in Bhadarwah town that 
houses the statues of both Vasuk Nag as well as Jimutvahana. According 
to a legend, vahana had offered his flesh to Garuda so that he may spare 
the life of Vasuk. Both the statues are about 6’ high that have been 
mounted on a carved pedestal 2’ in height. They are so realistic that 
they look like humans. They seem to be identical, though. a closer ex- 
amination reveals some differences in height. Hindus of Bhadarwah 
worship Vasuki Nag as an incarnation of Vishnu. Each of them has a 
halo of a hooded snake over the head. The images carry a chakra {disc} 
in one hand and a conch in the other. The other two hands of these 
four-armed statues rest upon the shoulders of the two small statues. 
Apparently, they are carved out in black marble,-Nothing could be as- 
certained about the sculptors of these statues thar still look afresh even 
after centuries of being made. The statues presently installed in Vasuki 
Nag temple are said to have been made in the third attempt, after the 
first two set of statues not as good, were taken and installed at Gatha 
and Nathi temples respectively.' People hailing from Gatha village as- 
sume a lot of pride in saying that ‘the original Vasuk Nag temple’ be- 
longs to them. This is again because Kailash Yatra also originates from 
the same place, The temple of Gatha has also been made in a lush green 
area that is renovated off and on. Roofs of all the three temples have 
pen made in Deodar wood. On the eve of Baisakhi and Nag Panchami, 
e . — on i 8 temples every year. The idols in the Vasuki 

red on Makar Sankranti and for three months 
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fer only the feet are visible and worshipped. The veils covering 
there . are taken off.on Baisakhi day; during the interval, Vasukis 
the sae have gone to nether-world. The temples are visited by Hin- 
a worship and prayers on other festivals too, 7 
ak Nag is regarded as the Kul Devta or the patron deity. With 
reference to G.T. Vigne, Professor Pritam Krishan Koul writes, “In 
1934 AD, (to win the trust of Bhadarwahi people) he got the Vasuki 
temple at Gatha and Nagar renovated and new images of Vasuki Nag 
installed in it. The installation of the statue at Gatha temple was per- 
sonally attended by Charat Singh in August 1834 AD.”®) 


Subhar Dhar Temple 


A lush green meadow popularly known as Subhar Dhaar is located 
in the lap of forests at an altitude of 10500 ft above sea level and at a 
distance of 4-5 kilometers from a beautiful and scenic valley of Chinta 
in Bhadarwah. A pedestrian route while passing through dense green 
forests reaches the meadow from Chinta. A historic temple known as 
Subhar Nag’ lies along the higher end of the meadow. The word ‘sub- 
ha? or ‘suphar’ translates to ‘a snake’. It is also named as the ‘Sa’npoun 
ka marg’ [lit.: Meadow of snakes’]. One can easily see a lot of beautiful 
Places like Bhadarwah valley, Mountain Kailash, Ashapati and Sewaj 
from this scenic meadow. This meadow is truly considered as a 

Posttory of Nature’s magnificent beauty. 

Sioa ae legends have been associated with this Naga temple, 
Was in oe Hil ‘A shepherd once saw an old man along his way, who 
ake, a heesh Nag. The old man asked the shepherd’s help to reach 
matched a Leaving behind his livestock at some place, the shepherd 
incarnated ead with the old man. Upon this, the old man immediately 
€ place hy a snake and asked the old man to construct a temple at 
Which g ae t, the ruler of the times constructed a temple here for 

Itis ak € carved in black stone was brought here.” 

ea said that one of the hands of the sculptor who had carved 

to hing Was cut off. As compensation for his hand, he was grant- 
of Santin, ted kanals of land near Nalthi village in the higher reaches 


Vane Dame of the sculptor is said ta be Basti Ram. 


€ Statue 
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The Initiation of Kud Melas 

At the onset of spring on the eve of Baisakhi, Kud Melas or fairs ate 
started from Subhar Dhar temple. Thousands of people from the areas 
of Bhadarwah, Chinta, Chirala, Bhalra, etc. come together to welcome 
che onset of the new season. In the recent past, the temple was torched 
by some miscreants, which was condemned by all circles of the society. 
The temple has been built on modern lines now. Another fair in the 
month of July is held at the same place during the ‘Chinta Pilgrimage’. 
A huge number of people assemble here on the occasion carrying torch- 
es that are later placed one atop the other in the form of a campfire, 
Within no time, the torches transform into red blazing coals on which 
a Pujari (priest] can be seen walking barefoot. 


Shantan Naga Temple 


A small temple, popularly known as ‘Shantan Nag Mandir’, is locat- 
ed atop a hill in the south of the present day Power House at Dhera 
near Village Sartingal, Bhadarwah. Because of being located within the 
Deodar forests, the place presents a very spectacular view. Even though 
there is no statue installed in the temple, there are a few historic Shiv 
Lingas installed in a field surrounding the temple. In the words of Mr. 
Desh Raj Katil, “A statue of Lord Shiva has been discovered in the com- 
pound of the temple recently that reveals a lot about the historic mag- 
nificence of the temple. Shantan Nag, one of the many brothers of 
Vasuki Nag, is regarded as a powerful Devta (deity).” 

“Locals keep on visiting the temple frequently for carning the bless- 
ings of the Devta. However, in times of Hirayi Pilgrimage, held during 
the months of July and August, a large function is organized here in 
which Pujaris walk barefoot on the burning coals amidst reverberating 
religious slogans until they douse completely after which loses self-con- 
trol during a girani (a state of spiritual ecstasy). It is said that during 


this time they also prophesize many things, among which a few usual- 
ly turn true,” 


Nagani Temple 


‘The temple of Nagani Mata has been constructed near the Jai-Bha- 
darwah road at a place called Manthala located at a distance of about 4 
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m the town. Nagini Devi is popularly worshipped among 

asses here. A big Mela is being held here on the eve of Baisakhi 
ie is few years, among which people from the areas of Athkhar, Bha- 
aan Chinta, Chirala, etc. participate. This fair is organized by a 
jocal Society named as Nagini Seva Sangh. ‘The society also arranges the 
boarding and lodging facilities for the pilgrims. One of the characteris- 
tic features of the Mela is the “Kud Dance’ that greatly entertains the 
pilgrims. Besides men, a lot of women and children can be seen partic- 
ipating in the fair too. 


Naga Temple Thuba (Chinta) 


An old temple popularly known as Shivya Nag Mandir Thuba is 
located at Thuba along the Bhadarwah-Chinta road. The temple is 
built on the scenic border of Bhadarwah and Chinta and is also visible 
from Bhadarwah town. It was originally made only of Deodar wood 
that underwent many renovations. Malsari pilgrimage starts every year 
in the autumn season from village Kreehi Chinta. All the pilgrims as- 
semble at Thuba Mandir and perform Naga worship. This is the second 
biggest pilgr image of the place, in which a lot of devotees participate. 


Sheetal Mata Mandir (Rahushira) 


hi a been already mentioned, a lot of temples have been built in 
est — surrounding the beautiful Chinta valley. One of these 
Upper = ets named as Sheetal Mata Mandir located in the eastern 
abo a Dh €s of this region at a place known as ‘Rahushira’. There is 
and D i amshala located near the temple. Unfortunately, this temple 
ed gto mshala were also ruined due to the short-sightedness of some 

is being i during the Militancy. A new temple and a Dharamshala 
; bial: ' now at this place much: like at Subhar Dhaar. In this re- 
NE tegion enue have already started a fund-raising campaign in 
temple, pil ‘very old statue of Sheetal Mata has been installed in the 
Mall tia from the state and outside keep on visiting the temple 
Winters ee pilgrimage is stopped for some time during the 
“ed duting The biggest Mela is held here on the 8*Navratra, ob- 
48 the months of October or November. Majority of the 


iilometets fro 


ald, 
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jari f Chirala a 
i wec-in the hands of a Pujari o 3 
control of chis pilgrimage lies wie : apeeearriin 


oer of the aren HT later distributed as. Prasad among the 
round the year 


cag aa lies the lush green field of Jantar- 
i Rahushera Dhaar, 1 Lg 

MT doe ee are rich in natural beauty. Many alanis 

eer! bleoes here in summers. Another meadow, Phuklani ‘o- 


cated in the former's vicinity is again very famous for its —— — 
where many Gujjar people come from the plains to graze their — 
during the summers. A natural spring located in the Jantaroun 
facilitates the movement of men and material across the year. There are 
a few other springs in the area, where pilgrims take a ritual bath during 
the pilgrimages. 
Gupt Ganga Temple 

In the eastern parts of Neeru river between village Dareja and Hari- 
pora Atalgarh, an old temple known as ‘Gupt Ganga’ has been con- 
structed at one of the beautiful spots of the area. As per a lacal legend, 


the temple dates back to a time when Pandavas were exiled from Bha- 


darwah. There is a cold water spring at the place that flows out of a 
cave. ‘The word ‘Gupt-Gan 


hidden spring”. ‘The water of this $prin 


Section—3 |709| 


“ti through this hidden route. The present-day temple has been deco- 
rated in wide variety of colours. Although the temple is small in size, 
rit looks very attractive in the lap of the mountains. The golden spire 
{Mandir Kalash or Kalasha) of the temple can be seen from at distance. 
People even from faraway places come to visit the temple. As the source 
of the cave spring is not visible, hence, in the words of Ganhar, “Gupt 
Ganga [/it.: Hidden Ganga or Spring], as the name itself implies, is a 
spring which has a mysterious or secret origin.” The water of the spring 
fills into the Neeru river flowing nearby. One has to pass through a 
cremation ground that leads to the temple. The temple is itself located 
near Seeri market at a distance of about half a kilometer from Vasuki 
Nag temple. The snow peaks of Mountain Kailash and Ashapati can be 
easily seen from this place. The temple was renovated by Babu Ganga 
Das Mehnat a few years ago. This historic temple can be promoted as a 
Tourist Destination in the area. 
Dr Pritam Krishan Koul has mentioned of a Brahmi inscription of 
3" or 4" century AD. This inscription found at Gupt Ganga is said to 
be the third of its kind that has been discovered in North India. A stat- 
ue also existed in the temple that bore inscriptions dating back to 11* 
century AD. These inscriptions were carved in the early Sharda script. 


Although the statue stands stolen now, a photograph of the statue still 
exists, [10 


Lakshmi Narayan Temple 


In the northeast direction of the lower parts of S 
wah, there exists a huge temple along the right si 
toad Popularly known as ‘Lakshmi Narayan Man D 
Dogra rule, Wazir Soba Ram dutifully acted as the administrator of 
Bhadarwah until the year 1930 AD. The Wazir constructed this temple 
and a Dharamshala in the Bhadarwah town. The work on these ‘hin 
tures was completed in the year 1910 AD. His brother also scien nt 
in these endeavours. It is said that Wazir Soba Ram had purch re 
tery ticket and had pledged to construct a temple in the nas 
Sot the prize, When he won a cash prize of one Lakh of rupees ener 

YS, he fulfilled the promise by constructing this temple. In a 


ceri market Bhadar- 
de of the approach 
dir’. During the 
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to. this, he also constructed a similar temple at his birthplace Village 
Sarol Bagh using some of his prize money. This temple was, however, 
relatively smaller than the former. In addition to this, he also construct- 
ed a Dharamshala at the tourist destination Jai. Although the temple 
still bears the importance of being a political center or a religious shel- 
ter, especially for the Hindu community, yet these structures are nowa- 
days in a dilapidated state of conditions because of the apathy of the 
concerned departments, During political congregations and festivals, a 

lot of people assemble at this place. There is a dire need for renovation 

and maintenance of this historic temple and its inn, 


Shiva Temple Pasri 


At one of the beautiful and higher plains of Mohalla Pasti, there 
exists a historic Shiva temple that was earlier made in wood and has 
now been covered by modern C.G.I sheets by its managing co 
A lot of people come together to offer their Pooja at the temple on spe- 
cific days. During the communal riots of the year 1947 AD, Muslims 
of Bhadarwah had formed a gtoup of youngsters to protect the temple. 
While keeping their lives at stake, the members of the group had suc- 
cessfully protected the temple from every kind of danger. 


Chandi Mata Temple Chinot 


The worship of Chandi Devi [goddess] is common in some villages of 
District Doda. Among her temples, the oldest temple exists in village 
Machail (Padar area) at an altitude of 8500 ft (2952 m) above sea level. 
This area is also known as Neelum valley. Chandi Mata pilgrimage starts 
ftom Chandi Mata Mandir of village Chinot, Bhadarwah since the past 
one or two decades, The Pilgrimage starts in the month of Savan (corte- 
sponding to August) every year in the form of a congregation that pro- 
ceeds from Vasuk Nag temple, village Gatha with Chari Mubarak (holy 
mace] towards Machail, The congregation first reaches Kishtwar and 
then proceeds to its second and third stops at Thuli and Chasoti respec- 
tively. Later, the Congregation or the pilgrimage reaches the Machail 
Padar on the fifth day and halts there. Pilgrims are boarded into different 
vehicles and sent to Atholi. However, they still need to cover the 32-ki- 


mumittee. 
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eter stretch until Machail on foot. Pilgrims chant Shlokas along the 
om while also raising some slogans in praise of their deity. They receive 
ae welcome by local people at every stop. The main driving force of 
a pilgrimage is Thakur Kuldeep Singh, Retd. Sub-inspector police 
who has served in Machail for a long time. He hails from the same Chi- 
not village and enjoys a lot of support from locals and outsiders during 
this pilgrimage. Due to the construction of the Padar road, the number 
of pilgrims on this Yatra increase year after year. 


It is Hindu women, who have a lot of devotion towards the Devi, 


that mostly participate in this pilgrimage. Chandi Mata temple is un- 
der construction since many years at a beautiful and high plain in the 
Chinot village. The architecture of the temple is very new to this place. 
Alarge amount of money said to be in crores is Proposed to be spent on 
this temple, Now, pilgrims from outside the state have also begun par- 
ticipating in the Bhadarwah-Machail pilgrimage. A lot of pilgrims from 


Delhi, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh Were seen participating in the Yatra at 
the end of Augu: 


st 2007. Proper transport arrangements specifically for 
the Yatra are made by the District Administration while security is also 
tightened along the route during this time. Many rolling tea stalls and 
food points are also installed by the organizers at many places for the 
convenience of the pilgrims along the route. 


Kali Devi Temple (Within the Fort) 


Even within the Popular Bhadarwah fort, that also served as a Dis- 
ict Jail for some time, exists a temple known as “Kali Devi’ temple. 
temple was built in view of the religious needs of the security forc- 
me the Prisoners during the Dogra rule. The fort is now being un- 
Taken by Department of Archaeology as a National legacy. 


as Kailash-The abode of Shiv Ji and Kali Devi 


tud “tse umber of lakes are present in Mountain Kailash at an alti- 
Kal oF 13200 f above 


K sea level, primarily including Kailash Kund and 
Kali iy lakes, These lakes are regarded as the abode of Shiv Ji and 
ath j St During the Kailash Yatra, Hindus take a ritual ‘cleansing 
their Waters to atone for their sins. While Kali Kund is consid- 


es 
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i i ilash Kund is fi 
f Bhadrakali Devi, Ka 
ered as the abode o 


F these lakes j Fa 

iv Ti. e importance 9 ins ese a ee Terms 9 tlio 
abode of rake ep from tourism Point of view is Ncreasing by Cen 
reverence ¢ ’ 
passing day. 

nala Temple | 
ng the banks of Neeru river in the eastward dj 

16} 

Lakshmi Narayan temple, some carved 


€ only Connecting 
an route that connected Bhad 
including Jai valley. 


uring the reign of : 
amba State, a tem le was Constructed here probably 
around 189 1 


at exists til] date. Some Ccantonments of Sikh om 
lived at th, named the place as At 
8arh, One 


© place who also ee 

; Can easily contemplate Over the breathtaking sights of we 

"ain Kailash, hada: °rt and Ashapati from this place, How 
“temple no longer Ossesses its Original charm. 

Nag Temple of Kapra 


cre 


" ie temple 
an old Nag ‘emple in the village Kapa. eee tie 
eodar Wood and was renovated off and on. 
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eof C.GiL. roofing, it has now been restored as per modern lines. 
eG the arrival of Nagas in Bhadarwah, some of them had stayed in 
hes of Bhalra Kapra, etc. It is quite possible that the temple is a 
souvenir of those times. Almost in every village of Bhadarwah region, 
temples have been constructed in the past two decades that cater to the 
religious needs of the people. Old temples have been renovated at al- 
most every place. In addition to the above-mentioned temples, Aap 
Shambu Mandir located at Langa Ghat and Niyota Bani Mandir locat- 
ed at village Niyota are some beautiful souvenirs of the past. 


Temples of Marmat Galiyan and Killar 


In the area of Marmat Galiyan, popularly also known as the area of 
Khasal, there exists an old temple at Deedni which was renovated only 
afew years ago. The temple has been named as ‘Durga Mandir’. The 
temple serves as the Kul Devi (patron deity) temple for the Hindus of 
Marmat Galiyan. A statue carved in black stone has been installed in 
the temple that presents a fine example of the art of stone carving of the 
Place. A fair is held every year at the temple on the eve of Raksha Ban- 
dan! A pilgrimage starts the same day from village Khaleni (Doda) 
Which is joined by people from different places en route Deedni. Like- 
Wise, some temples of Durga Devi have also been found ar other places 
ofTehsil Doda, These include the remples ar village Khaleni and village 
Rae where a lot of locals come together for offering their worship. 

y Stone statues have also been found near a pond known as Dhera 
is located in Marmat area. Some sculptures had also been unearthed 


ni : : : 
ne 8 €xcavations at Gudangal which could not receive much atten- 
om the new generations. 


Surakh Na 


ties held g is also worshipped in the Marmat area. Pooja ceremo- 
Inad oe : few other springs have also been affiliated to Surakh Nag, 
ods) es to this, some peaks are also taken to be Hilly Devtas (or Hill 
a are thus worshipped. One of the prominent examples among 
habiet is the "Wahverah peak’. Some areas are also said to be ‘in- 
of Witcher poe Devis who are worshipped primarily for getting rid 
 Kelu p, or for exorcising ghosts, Ranas of Trown believe in Bhairav 
“vta. Some traders who had come from Chamba are said to 
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have brought the Devta along with them. Bhairav Devta is then said to 
have left Trown to manifest in village Bheja of Bhalesa. He is wor- 
shipped in Trown to get rid of any black magic. An old Shiva temple 
exists at Mothi Bihota in Marmat area. It is from this place that Chota 
Manimahesh Yatra starts and culminates at Ram Ratchan Basohli in a 
span of three days. Among the old temples of Killar area, the most 
prominent is the Malothi Mandir whose architecture resembles that of 
others built in Bhadarwah. In addition to these temples, some others 
have also been built in village Bhala, etc. 


Temples of Bhalesa 


‘Nag Bani Mandir’ and ‘Sinoun mandir’ are counted among the old 
temples of the areas of Sinuu and Delini. Nagas were worshipped in 
these areas also in the olden times, whereas fairs of Hindu residents of 
Bhalesa area were also affiliated to these Nagas. Now small or large scale 
temples have been constructed in every village of the area, whichever 
inhabited by Hindus. These include temples at Bheja, Agnoul, Kha- 
dangal, Changa, Gwalu, Batarah, Gandoh, Durai, Samayi, Jagasar, 
Dhonsa and Chilli, etc. A big temple has been constructed at Kalguni 
Basran that has been made in cement and limestone. Hindus of Bhale- 
sa primarily worship Muhal Nag. This is because this area had been 
granted to Muhal Nag only by Bhadrakali Devi after a mutual consen- 
sus of Nagas was achieved on the division of areas. As per the division, 
the valley of Bhadarwah was granted to Vasuki Nag. It was the same era 
when different temples of these areas were named after these Naga Ra- 
jas. This is the reason why an old temple named after Muhal Singh ex- 
ists in Bhalesa even today. Like Trown, a temple of Bhairava also exists 
in village Bheja Bhalesa where a fair is held every year. An ‘ailing’ Naga 
is commonly worshipped in the area of Bonjuwah. 


Temples of Thathri 

On the right side of the Thathri Bridge constructed on the highway 
in the eastern parts of Thathri town, there exists a temple where Hindus 
perform their regular Pooja. Much like this temple, many other small or 
large scale temples have been constructed in different villages of this 
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qehsil including one at Prem Nagar. Likewise, some temples have also 
oe constructed at Chirala, Panthan, Kandhot, Bhela, Jagota, Rukali 


and Bheja while many others are under construction. 


Vasuki Puran 
First translation 


Medini Paul (1707-1735 AD) is stated to bea scholarly King like his 
father Abhey Paul of Bhadarwah, who as per the local traditions is said 
to have collected 18 Puranas and popularized their recital during his 
regime. According to Dr Pritam Krishan Koul, “It is therefore quite 
probable that Vasuki Puran was got written in his time, most likely by 
Pandit Kamlakar, a Kashmirian. It carries Samvat 7 which on calcula- 
tion comes to be AD 1731.” He further writes, “Bhadarwah has the 
distinction of having its own Puran- viz. Vasuki Puran which is now 
ree edited and published by the author. Out of the 502 Shlokas of 
Ni nearly 380 pertain to the local Geography (religious and 
; ea and have been written on the pattern of Neelmat Puran 

. tt, probably during Medini Paul’s time.”!'2 
ies be remembered that Dr Pritam Krishan Koul has achieved a 

C teat by publishing this Critical study a few years ago. 

Second Translation 

in har ond translation of Vasuki Puran of Bhadarwah has been done 
Bhadarwah gee by Shri Dharmraj Sharma, a resident of Gatha 
(Patthalg. * ‘ = Moul Raj Shastri, the headmaster of Sanskrit Patshala 
has hel taditional Hindu school) of Raghunath Mandir Jammu, 
While Shes tremendously in the completion of this translation work 
Shar ain sete aret again a eee . mage Laci 
ishe ag the contents of the Purana. This a was 
Public me haram Raj Ji in the year 1983 AD. It has come to the 
lucig Hindi ot Kout's study. A lot of shlokas have been translated in 

this collection named as ‘Moul Vasuki Puran’. 
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(1): 


(2): 
(3): 
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Aseer Kishtwari 

Reference: ‘Himalayan Principalities’, Page 196-197 
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Dr. PK. Koul, “Himalayan Principalities’, Page 293 

Translator's Nore: Raksha Bandhan, also Rakshabandhan is a Hindu festival 
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‘Himalayan Principalities’, Pages 181 and 293 


Famous Muslim Shrines Of 


Bhadarwah 


Fs i eee in Kashmir, a lot of religious scholars and Sufi saints 
ve been coming to the valley of Chenab from many parts of the 
world including Kashmir valley itself for spreading the message of Is- 
lam in different parts of this place. By traversing the difficult and test- 
ing terrain of this place, they dispensed the blessings of Islam- a religion 
based on universality and innate disposition of a man, converting mass- 
¢sto this faith. By enlightening their hearts with Islam, they themselves 
sought nothing but the pleasure of Allah for them. Directing the people 
on the path of righteousness, they preached the virtues of humanity 
and universal brotherhood. On the other hand, great Rajas and other 
a along with some of their powerful men also kept on entering the 
thet - Islam in large numbers. The unstoppable wave of this mono- 
oe faith slowly and steadily set forth a religious, social and cultural 
ution in Bhadarwah. 

lea lot of learned Masters and famous Sheikhs came to Kashmir 

fre om Baghdad, Badhakshaan and other parts of West Asia; the 
attival ao principality of Bhadarwah was also getting blessed by the 
escend many Sadaat [collective name given to Prophet Mohammad's 
seers ea through his daughter Hazrat Fatima“], religious scholars, 
€tmits, and other accomplished mystics on its soil. These 
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mystics belonging to different Sufi orders also promulgated the con- 
cepts of Companionship with the God, righteousness, integrity, moral- 
ity, and mysticism due to which they won the hearts of many people 
who consequently accepted Islam. However, in the process, they also 
had to face a lot of hardships in fulfilling these religious tasks. For ex- 
ample, they had to learn the local language first, before introducing this 
new religion to the people. They also faced resistance and conflicts at 
times. Although they had come here without anyone's support, they 
never lost heart and continued with their mission. One is made to ac- 
cept the fact that the people of Bhadarwah always displayed their civil- 
ity and very soon welcomed these saintly scholars very respectfully. 
Witnessing their spiritual powers, a lot of people immediately became 
their disciples. Although it is also a fact that many of the Muslim house- 
holds had migrated to Bhadarwah from Kashmir during these times, 
there were many other people also that had settled here from different 
parts of the subcontinent. 

The famous and accomplished Sufis, saints and other scholars from 
the mystical world who took the trouble of coming to the old princi- 
pality of Bhadarwah for blessing the people with the message of Tawhid 
{lit.: the indivisible oneness concept of Monotheism in Islam] include 
Hazrat Gandar Shah Badshah popularly known as Gandar Sahib", 
Hazrat Gayaas-ud-din Shah, Hazrat Mounch Marood Shah*, Hazrat 
Pathar Tarod Shah®, Hazrat Qudrat-ullah, Hazrat Syed Hussain® etc. 
Among them, Hazrat Mounch Marood Shah” and Hazrat Pathar Tarod 
Shah* were dervishes. However, Sai Sidiq Shah" was also a man of mys- 
tical attributes. The rest of the Masters who had come here for preach- 
ing includes Moulana Abdul Aziz Suharwardy, father of Imam Jamia 
Masjid Bhadarwah Abdul Samad Suharwardy, Pir Abdul Rashid Rafe- 
eqi, ancestors of Pir Najm-ud-din Rafeeqi and Pir Ghulam Mo- 
oe Moulana Ghulam Nabi popularly known as Nab 
ais ae ine and Khwaja Ghulam Muhammad Dhaenju. Be- 
dices ae eee yed Hussain Sahib" and his sons along with many 

ner famous teligious scholars kept on arriving here for preaching their 
teligion. Many of them also participated i tne diy che areas of 

Bhalesa, etc. wh pated in preaching in he 
¢- whereas Syed Ghulam Muhammad Shah Qadri popularly 
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known as Mumma Sahib Kashmiri (who also laid the foundation of 
many mosques at the place), Pir Mubarak Shah, Pir Noor-ud-Din and 
Qari Sahib among others are said to have played an important role in 
the religious awakening of the people of Marmat area. 

J.N. Ganhar, the writer of ‘Jammu Shrines and Pilgrimages’ have 
spoken of these shrines in his commendable book. He writes that Bha- 
darwah town has a lot of shrines of its own. Among them, the shrines 
of Gandhar Shah", Sidiq Shah™ and Syed Shah" are most prominent. 
The mention of some of these shrines has also been made in some of the 
travelogues of Western travelers. 


Hazrat Syed Abu Syed Sikandar Ali Shah Ra 


The shrine of Hazrat Syed Shah Abu Syed Sikandar Ali Shah *is 
located in northern parts of Mohalla Masjid Bhadarwah. Hazrat Shah 
Sikandar Sahib * is popularly known as Gundar Saeb. With reference to 
Syed Najm-ud-Din’s ‘Tareekh-e-Kishtwar’ (lit: The History of Kisht- 
war], Aseer Kishtwari writes in his book ‘Tasveer-e-Zilla Doda’ (Page 
339) as follows: “ Hazrat Shah Sikandar who was the descendant of 
Hazrat Sakhi Shah Muhammad Fazil Khanyari came to Kishtwar many 
times for performing the pilgrimage. At last, he passed away in Bhadar- 
wah while teaching some of his students. A beautiful shrine has been 
made at his tomb.” 

Mt. J.N. Ganhar presents his views as follows: nears 

“The shrine of Gandar Shah Sahib is located in the area of — 
Masjid. He was a native of village Poliya (Shah Abad Dooru) weer 

antnag Kashmir. People from his family were very intelligent; one d 
whom also wrote ‘Tareekh-i-Kishtwar’.” This reference pee soda i 
Syed Najm-ud-Din. In his research book ‘Mublig-e-Azam - = Ki e 
Kishtwar Take [lit.: The Greatest Preacher(s)-From Baghdad a : we 
War] that contains detailed reviews of different religious an a 
author Muhammad Iqbal Sartaj Bhadarwahi has also = ‘tats 
Syed Sikandar Shah *, The shrine is located near the house 
Sareaj He writes: / 
Hazrat Aby Syed Sikandar Ali Shah Qadri : 
Safar al-Muzaffar (the second month of Islamic 


Sahib™ passed away on 


24th calendar] Monday 
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jini Hijri: Islamic Lunar Calendar]. 
1273 Hijri (October 24 1857 AD) [Hi i 

His son was constructed in Mohalla Masjid. It has now been named 
as Sikandar Abad. An anonymous poct has composed a Qitta [a genre 
of Urdu poetry] upon his death, which the writer takes privilege in re- 


cording here: 


Tu gul-e-bagh hussain wa hum Hassan 
Waris Shah-e-wilayat das gaah 


Gauhar-e-Tabaan Duruj Gous-e-den 
Akd-e-burj-e-karamat mard-e-rah 


Harf dar awraad-o-tilawat me nmood 
Roz-o-shab ra be shakh wa bey ishtibah 


Youm-e-ac-teen bast-o-chaharum az safr 
Karduh rehlat syed-e-Riffat panaah!! 
(Monday 24* Safar 1273 Hijri) 


(You are the flower of garden of Hassan and Hussain 
You are the inheritor of the access to Shah-i- Wilayat 
The sparkling pearl embodiment of the reviver of Deen 
‘The attainer constellation of miracles, godly man on the way 
The word manifested day and night that you guided us 
Without any doubt, on aurad and recital 
On Monday 24° Safar 
passed away the master of attainer of heights 
you left towards the high skies) 


(Shah-i- Wilayarslit : King of the ‘Power’ or Sovereign king] 
[Deen; lit.: Religion] (aurad; Lit. : Daily recitation of Holy Quran] 
[trans.: Irtiza Hakak] 


Sartaj’s research su: i 
egests that he was blessed with rwo sons Syed 
Mustafa Shah Sahib= and Syed Yousuf Shah Sahib m 
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Hazrat Syed Mustafa Sahib® is said to have reached Zanskar region 
woo while bringing idol-worshippers into the domain of Islam. People 
of that area are said to have been moved by the invitation to Islam. 
Consequently, a lot of them became Muslims. He passed away at the 
age of 64 in the year 1396 Hijri in Padam Tibet Zanskar. Hazrat Syed 
Yousuf Sahib" went to Noorpora Kangra for preaching where he later 
passed away. His shrine exists at the same place. The Urs (death anni- 
versary of a Sufi saint] of Gandar Sahib* is observed with great religious 
fervor at his shrine on 22"! Safar al-Muzaffar Hijri (the 2" month of 
Islamic lunar calendar (Hijri)] every year. After the Zubr Salah, follow- 
ing holy relics are exhibited to the devotees on this Urs: 


1. Holy robe of Hazrat Fatima Zehra”. 
2. Holy hair strand of Hazrat Abu Bakr Sidiq’. 


3. Holy hair strand of Hazrat Syedena Shiekh Abdul Qadir Mohi- 
ud-din Ghous-ul-Azam [honorific; lit. The Supreme Helper or 
The Mightiest Succour] 


These relics are preserved within the shrine. Holy footmark of 
Prophet Muhammad? the mention of which exists in a Sanad, isnt 
housed in this shrine.”®! 

Shah Sahib not only gained a vast circle of devotees across the ald 
Tehsil of Bhadarwah but his visits to the present day Tehsil Doda for 
Preaching his religion also earned him a lot of followers. He is said to 

Ye converted a lot of people from local and outside areas into the 
teligion of Islam, rae 

any generations of Shah Sahib" were settled in Poliya Shah 7: 
oru. Some of the persons from the new generations are settled a : 
“ime place even today. Syed Najm-ud-Din Sahib, the ae oe 
ete-Kishewar ’ [it.: The History of Kishtwar] belongs to me 


; shah" was Syed 
ye The name of the father of Hazrat Abu Sikandar Shah" was °¥ 


f Abu Syed 
Sana Hussain Mir Mirza Shah". The three ee Sel Tad 


“andar Shah* included Syed Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din® °Y" 
nal and Syed Wazind- Din’ Ic is said that the errs 
Spreading the message of Islam. Many generations oF ¢ : 
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+ relici ies in the remote areas in and 
. ed their religious duties in t 
are a ne ace them, Syed Ahmad Shah popularly known as 
eae S ahib* delivered sermons in different mosques of Bhadarwah 
and Kishtwar. It is also worth mentioning that Hazrat Sikandar Shah" 
passed away in Bhadarwah town in 1852 AD during the reign of Ma- 
haraja Gulab Singh. 


Hazrat Syed Badshah Sahib" 


Hazrat Syed Badshah Sahib is locally known as Sa’d Sahib" who was 
the grandson of Syed Mir Ataullah Sahib, a resident of Nowgam Shah 
Abad Kashmir; and the son of Syed Hussain Shah Sahib *. He had 
come to the valley of Bhadarwah from the Kashmir valley for spread- 
ing Islam during the reign of Maharaja Gulab Singh. After consider- 
ably serving his religion in Bhadarwah, he later passed away at the 
same place. His tomb is located in the lower parts of Bhadarwah fort 
near the mosque of Mohalla Qillah. Sartaj Sahib has again written 
some very important things about him, whereas the mention of these 
has been made in some of the travelogues of English tourists also. Jen- 
ab Sartaj writes: 

“...When Hazrat Syed Shah Badshah Sahib" reached the valley of 
Bhadarwah, he observed that humans were treating each other like an- 
imals. This drove him from place to place for spreading the teachings of 
Islam. Many non-believers plotted against the ri 
However, it did not deter him fr, 


een his earthly presence 
whenever the Muslims of the place 


the roof being an impediment is said to 
ght. In the abs 
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- ag to lay a wooden roof on the shrine again. ‘The new roof covered the 
i for many following years. Then in the year 1989 AD, some of his 
ei followers decided to renovate the shrine properly once again. 
Fyen during the renovation process, his followers kept on visiting the 
shrine devoutly. The three sons of Hazrat Syed Shah Badshah® were 
Syed Ahmad Sahib", Syed Gayaas-ud-din Sahib and Syed Yousuf 
Ahamd Sahib®.” 

Syed Yousuf Shah Sahib was blind who lived with his brother Syed 
Gayaas-ud-din® at Changa in Bhalesa. He was later buried at the same 
place. However, Syed Ahmad Shah had passed away in Kashmir whose 
tomb now exists at Nowgam. Syed sahib’s saintly father Hazrat Syed 
Hussain Shah™ also came to Doda for imparting spiritual knowledge 
and while bearing with many kinds of hardships reached every nook 
and corner of the region. During the same time as he was busy in 
spreading his knowledge, he passed away in Jangalwar area of the pres- 
ent day Tehsil Thathri, where he was later buried. 


Hazrat Syed Gayaas-Ud-Din Shah" 


Hazrat Gayaas-ud-din Shah" came to the area of Bhalesa for preach- 
8 Islam. He worked relentlessly in spreading the light of Islam to ev- 
"'Y Patt of Bhalesa. It is the result of his preaching that a lot of mosques 
oe built in every village of Bhalesa today. By focusing on the 
Hag we vittues of universal brotherhood and equality among men, 

127 Sahib" won the hearts of a lot of locals here. In his unpublished 


: ‘Mublig-e-Islam! [lit.: The Preachers of Islam,] Sartaj mentions of 


his pels 
S teligious s 


in 


Bhal ee y the fragrance of Islam that is widespread in the entire 
€sa ji 


ark of people in Chamba practice Islam today.” 

Preachin % Syed Gayaas-ud-din® also arrived in Bhadarwah for 

Where = Islam. From here, he proceeded towards village Changa 
“cepted students in Peer Mureedi [an Islamic Spiritual Disci- 
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pleship]. His brother Yousuf Shah Sahib" has also been laid to rest be- 


side his shrine. 


Hazrat Sai Sidiq Shah" 

The shrine of Hazrat Sai Sidiq Shah" has been made in Takya chowk 
of Bhadarwah. There aren't many authentic accounts that could be 
known about him. However, with reference to the handbook of the 
1981 Doda Census, Aseer Kishtwari writes in his book “Tasveer-e-Zilla 
Doda’ (page 345): 

“Sidiq Shah* was a contemporary of Gandar Shah Sahib". Both of 
these revered saints belonged to the third and the fourth decade of the 
last century. It is said that he was a disciple of Hazrat Shah Asrar-ud-din 
Sahib", who belonged to Kishtwar. It is quite probable that Takya 
Chowk, was named after the Zzkya [lit.: Pillow] of Sai Sahib", where a 
lot of dervishes visiting Bhadarwah often resided. 

The shrine of Hazrat Sidiq™ is thronged by people at dawn and 
dusks. The shrine has been renovated on modern lines. It is quite 
probable that he also belonged to some Kashmiri family dedicated to 
the preaching of Islam. His religious mission was taken forward by 
Abdul Gani Rangrez. Abdul Gani was himself a man of ascetic and 
Sufi tastes. After him, the Tareeqat or Order of Sai Sahib" has been 
continued by Haji Ghulam Qadir Sahib:Bhat, a resident of Bhatyaas 
Tehsil Gandoh. Bhat sahib has also named one of the villages of 
Bhatyaas as Ganipora after the name of his Master. He has also estab- 
lished a big educational institution at the place where the departments 
of Daras-e-Quran (Quranic learning), Hifiz-e-Quran (Memorising the 
Holy Quran in Arabic) and Isha‘at-e-Deen (Religious Propagation) 
Ssoupaietacns <seuime iority basis. Besides religious education, the institu- 
tion also imparts mainstream academic education to its pupils. Appro- 
ons arrangements for boarding and lodging for the kids have also 

een provided. People from Doda and other districts keep on offering 
ae donations to the institution. In fact, many other people 
 Saeen the cause now. ‘There is a famous tradition as regards to 
aes - Shah* that when Raja Medini Paul was informed by his 
S that a stranger with a weird attire and countenance has sta- 
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tioncd himself at Takya chowk of the present day Seeri market, the 
Raja had ordered an immediate expulsion of the stranger from this 
valley. The order was followed upon and Hazrat Sahib" was abandoned 
on the Chamba border. However, when the workers returned, they 
were spellbound on finding the stranger stationed exactly at the same 
place again from where they had just driven him away. Upon hearing 
this, Raja ordered that the stranger must be exiled immediately once 
again. However, the workers once again returned but only to find the 
stranger resting against his Zakya [pillow] at the same place. Taking 
note of the strange situation, Raja let him stay at the place. Shah Sahi- 
b*was buried at the same place upon his death. It is after this incident 
that the place came to known as ‘ Zzkya’ Chowk. 

It is also said that Shah Sahib® was a native of Turkistan. He also 
came to Bhadarwah during the reign of Raja Medini Paul and immedi- 
ately got busy in preaching Islam. He was a man of spiritual acumen 
who was always seen surrounded by believers and other seekers at his 


Takya. He came here along with his disciples somewhere during 1707 
AD to 1709 AD, 


Hazrat Mounch Marood® and Hazrat Pathar Tarod® 


The shrines of both these saints are located in the external and inter- 
nal compounds of District and Session Judge Court Bhadarwah respec- 
twely. No Sanad exists as regards to their life incidents. However, peo- 
Pie regardless of their religious differences come and pay homage to 
“se shrines. They present their offerings and seek favours. It is inter- 
isting to note that no one seems to know the original names or the 

ir Places of these saints despite the popularity of their shrines. It is 
Wite possible that both of these saints might have also come from some 
Shs Kashmir valley. A legend says that two carry bags would be 


Se heir cats before sending them towards the market. The shop- 
. Pers, 


tems in turn, would feel privileged in filling these bags sare 

fere and Would send the cats back. The commuters would aie ei 

Sense th these cats. These dervishes were always seen pens keep 

he Mbrance of God and a state of divine ecstasy woulc pipet 
m 'Nebriated, It is also possible that they might have dispens 
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religious services upon reaching this place and could have converted 
some people to Islam by virtue of their character and godliness. A large 
number of people assemble every year at these shrines and organize a 
Bhandhara [community feast], the food of which is distributed among 
the poor and needy. According to another legend, these two saints are 
said to be the first who reached the land of Bhadarwah. It is also widely 
believed that they actually belonged to Turkistan. Probably, they came 
here during the reign of Raja Medini Paul (1705-1735 AD) and kept 
on preaching across Bhadarwah. It is again said thar their lineage con- 
nects back to Hazrat Ali*. It is also believed that the original names of 
these two saints have been divinely revealed (to someone) as Muham- 
mad Ali and Ali Muhammad. The names suggest a validation as regards 
to their lineage with Hazrat Ali*, (Allah knows best) 

Some interesting legends woven around their characteristic names 
have travelled orally from one person to next. According to one of 
them, Raja Medini Paul had appointed a supervisor for the construc- 
tion of government buildings in the compound of present-day Court. 
Sai Pathar Trod® sought employment in the construction too. The su- 
pervisor denied reasoning that Sai wouldn't be able to carry such large 
stones. Upon hearing this, Sai took responsibility for the work and 
eee a night ground all-the large stones with the help of small peb- 
es ‘aa he got the name of Sai Pathar Tod™ [Pathar: Stone, Tod: 

The moustaches of the same supervisor are said to be twisted up- 
wa that would make Sai furious, He considered the act as a symbol 
a Hes Sai Mounch Marood" once caught hold of his moustaches 

uncurled it downwards. It is sai 


visor were left bent forever thenceforth. This j 
him as Sai Mounch hee - this is why people remember 


: 53 is a shrine located along Chamba road in the village Thanala 
arwah that is affiliated to the name of Hazrat Khaki™, Not 


much is kn aa - 
own about his life too. It is however said that he had come 


fr ir val] 
om Kashmir valley to Bhadarwah and Chamba for preaching Islam. 
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Bhadarwah, he ‘reunited with the Di- 
ne at Thanala. People from Thanala and surrounding areas hold 
n high reverence. This shrine stands modestly built in the vil- 
words of Aseer Kishtwari, “Some people believe that it is 
£ Hazrat Dawood Khaki who himself has been laid at rest 
f Hazrat Sultan-ul-Arifeen™ in Kashmir.” (Allah knows 


ile going °° Chamba from 


him i 
lage. In the 
the shrine © 
at the shrine © 
best) 

Hazrat Sai Shah Sahib™ (Kilhotran) 
five kilometers 
named as Hazrat Sai 


from Gandoh, the center of 
Shah Sahib* along the 
The shrine is also thronged day and night by 
Muhammad Din, a resident of Thaluran 


Bhalesa, “The lineage of Hazrat Sai Shah Sahib” connects back to Haz- 
d from his shrine. His 


rat Ali, No one has ever returned empty-hande 
Jdly wishes here. Mas- 


followers are granted both religious as well as wor 
tet Sahib is himself a man of ascetic tastes. He has constructed this 


te as per some divine hint. While the saint's life continues being 
rouded in secrets all that can be said is that he also breathed his last 


while di Rare, 
ile dispensing his religious duties.” 


H 
azrat Qudrat-Ullah Sahib" (Bangla Nad) 


The chri 

ee of Bangla Nad is one of the oldest in Bh 
inform ihe hill forest of Bhilara area in village Chirala. No authentic 
ation is available about this saint too. His followers include both 


sli 
mi well as non-Muslims. In his research book ‘Mublig-e-Azam- 
to Kish, Kishtwar Tak’ {lit.: The Greatest Preacher(s)-From Bagh a 
about ie Sartaj Bhadarwahi has recorded the following details 
‘Dita a Qudrat-ullah Sahib": 
ng the reign of Gulab Singh, a 
ullah Sahi peared in the 


Ores 
°F extracting wood. Hazrat Qudrat 
d his grave- Paying n° 


Ata distance of about 
Tehsil Bhalesa lies a shrine 
banks of Kilhotran rivulet. 


devotees. According to Master 


adarwah that is 


eed to th 
q ¢ dream, the manager didn’t do anything eae ullah Sahib* 
h Qudrat 


OWey, 
er, he 
s nae ; 
aw the same dream again in whic ; 
manager was strolling 
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in the forest, he saw the same marks at a place in-the forest; and gor a 
tomb constructed there. A single or a double storey house was con- 
structed near the tomb. The place is now visited by Muslims and 
non-Muslims alike who offer flowers to the saint’s tomb. A large num- 
ber of people pay homage to the saint in summers.” 

In the opinion of Aseer Kishtwari, “Hazrat Qudratullah Sahib® was 
a spiricual recluse, It is fairly possible that on his way to Kishtwar from 
Bhadarwah or vice versa, he may have breathed his last along the way. 
People would traverse these routes in the past for moving from one 
place to another. The canal is named as “Bangla Nad’ after the name of 
this shrine only.” 


Hazrat Syed Hussain Shah" 
(Figsu Jangalwar, Tehsil Thathri) 


‘The shrine of Hazrat Syed Hussain Shah" is located in village Figsu, 
Jangalwar (present-day Thathri). He was a man ofa great religious stat- 
ure who kept on visiting different places of District Doda from Nowgam 
Kashmir, for spreading Islam. The name of his father was Syed Mir 
Ataullah Nowgami* who was a highly revered Pir (Pir: Muslim spiritu- 
al guide or a Saint]. Hazrat Syed Hussain" had dedicated his entire life 
to the service of his religion. It is said that he had come to Bhadarwah 
during the reign of Raja Charat Singh. According to a legend, he was 
the brother of Hazrat Syed Badshah" (ie Hazrat Said Sahib) whose 
shrine exists in Mohalla Qillah Bhadarwah. He also travelled to differ- 
ent places in the service of his religion, enlightening his followers with 
the wisdom of Islam all along. After Passing away at Figsu, he was laid 


to rest at the same place. Many of his devotees feel privileged even to- 
day, to pay homage to the saint at his burial. 


Hazrat Syed Siraj-Ud-Din® 


. He is the son of Hazrat Syed Ahmad Shah", a resident of Polsar 

eee Pee whose mention has already been made. He is the 
ate son Syed Shah Badshah (buried at Mohalla Qillah) who spent 
his entice life in and around Bhadarwah for spreading Islam. His shrine 
is located along Chamba road near the residential house of Ghulam 
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wan. He had four sons. Some of the people of his family 


cain B 
ae in Kishtwar. 

Almost all the historians agree to the fact that the above men- 
rjoned Saints, Sufis and other Holy men who themselves were a living 
incarnation of a total surrender to God and believed in Tawhid 

t of God] while simultaneously under- 


(Tawhid: a unitary concep 
standing the secret depths of Shariah (Shariah: Islamic Jurisprudence 
or Law] and Tareegat [Tareegat: Sufi Orders}; spread the religion of 


Jdam to every nook and corner of District Doda only by selflessly 
displaying their virtues of austerity, knowledge and wisdom, incom- 
parable character and piety, gravity and human empathy; rather than 
at the edge of any sword or at the behest of some ruler. All of these 
saints were solitary dervishes, apparently without the support of any 
friends or companions. However, their ‘spirits radiated with the light 
of God’ while their only destiny was the fulfillment of God’s advice. 
This is the reason why peace and communal harmony at this place 


was strengthened upon their arrival. 

The fact that some of these saints and Holy men were allowed to 
spread their religion without any resistance by the rulers or the locals, 
cannot be denied, They were warmly accepted while a lot of people 
kept on getting influenced by their teachings. Therefore, it becomes 
obligatory upon us to research further on the lives and works on ea 
hati nd bring them to the public domain as a small act of gratitude 
Or their incomparable service to the humanity at large. 
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{2}: 
(3): 


{4}: 


(5): 


References/Notes 


Provided by Jenab Shah Abdul Qadri Kashmiri Sahib, Shah Abad 

Source: ‘Mublig-e-Azam’ written by Sartaj Bhadarwahi 

‘Translator’s Note: ‘tasting the wine of reunion’ refers to Death. Death is 
often regarded as Reunion with the Divine in Sufi circles. 

Translator's Note: Khatam Sharif: a fixed devotional Muslim prayer which 


consists of reciting Qur'an & Durood and then conveying the blessings and 
tewards earned to the deceased, 


Source: ‘ Zasveer-e-ZillaDoda’ By Ascer Kishtwari, Page 347 
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Miscellaneous Information 
(Bhadarwah-On 
A Development Ladder) 


01 


Development Of Education In The 
Kingdom Of Bhadarwah 


Background 


T* Kingdom of Bhadarwah existed as an independent and free State 

in the ancient times that included a lot of parts of the present-day 
undivided Doda tegion. The area of Bhalesa was one of its inseparable 
Part. In addition to the high areas of Thathri, Bhela and Jangalwar; 
many areas of Trown, Marmat, and Shiva (an ancient principality of 

dhot), were a part of this State. The entire State holds a very import- 
at Status among all the other Himalayan Hilly States. fore 

is ancient State has always been very important in terms o iv 
“ation since ancient times. It is said that during the era of Pa is 
ound 5000 years ago, a great residential university had been ars 
lished in the old capital of Dunga Nagar and Udhay Nagar a 
Sartingal) in which boarding and lodging facilities for aia a 
Students had been provided. Some great Sanskrit scholars wou. se 
*ducation on many subjects to many North Indian students at the sa, 
**rsity, Harsh has made a mention of this university in his anh 
“piece "Naga Nandan’ (Drama). This entire area was known 
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Parbat in those days after Milya Devi, the Princess of Sidh dynasty. The 
Kulpati (Chancellor) of this great university was Kaushik, : 

Although no historical proof has been discovered about it as yet, the 
information as regards to its existence has transmitted orally from one 
generation to next. Nowhere has the year of its formation been men- 
tioned in writing. There is also no information as to why was this edu- 
cational institution was closed or what happened to the academic or 
residential structures of the university. Later, during the reign of Paul 
rulers, some Pandit scholars from Kashmir were brought to Bhadarwah 
for educating Raja Medini Paul. These Pandit scholars came to be known 
as Rajgurus. Dr Pritam Krishan Koul has written about the discovery of 
two copper plates of the era, according to which Medini Paul bestowed 
upon his Kulguru Kamlakar, in lieu of starting his education, a village in 
Buddhi Basnot (Illaqa Bhalesa) and thirty-five Alas of land at Nagar 
(Bhadarwah proper) as Guru Dakshina. It is quite probable that during 
the reign of Medini Paul, Vasuki Puran of Bhadarwah was got written by 
Rajguru Kamlakar. No proof or other Account has been discovered.as 
yet regarding the existence of any institution imparting formal educa- 
tion during the reign of Paul rulers. However, facilities for providing 
personal education to these Rajas were always arranged somehow. Nev- 
ertheless, it was during the Paul era when a non-formal religious educa- 
tion started in Bhadarwah after the arrival of Muslims here. 


Formal Education During Dogra Rule 


(During the Reign Of Ranbir & 
and Amar Singh) - Singh, Pratap Singh, 


Piss He ge fSrmial education in the state of Jammu and Kashmir 
ted during the reigns of Maharaja Ranbir Singh and Maharaja Prat- 


ap Singh (1857-1885 AD 
Primary school and 1885-1925 AD respectively). The first 


Maharaja Ranbi 
other Dogras was appointed. Later, 
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Mohalla Sarafan who used to teach at the boy's school. Only eight 
schools existed here before the year 1889 AD. The number increased to 
31 during 1889-1891 AD. At the time, two high schools had already 
been opened up in Jammu and Srinagar. An annual grant of Rs.37000/- 
was approved in the year 1892.AD for the promotion of education. The 
total number of students during 1889-1890 AD was 836 that swelled 
10 4614 during the later years (1892-1893 AD). One college each for 
Jammu as well as Srinagar was approved during the reign of Maharaja 
Pratap Singh. Ar the time, the number of high schools in the Jammu 
region and the Valley was very less. Despite the resistance from a few 
people, Maharaja Pratap Singh remained keen on providing good edu- 
cation in the State. 

Bhadarwah was a Jagir those days. It is worth mentioning here that a 
total number of 83 new Primary schools were opened in the State in 
1911 AD among which three schools were granted to Bhadarwah Jagir 


Considering the land as their personal Jagir, the Rajas bestowed many 
schools upon this place. After laying the foundation of a few education- 
al institutions at Srinagar and Jammu, they immediately caught sight of 
this remote yet beautiful Jagir. By opening different schools at this place, 
they granted a much-awaited chance for the locals to get enlightened by 
education. This produced long-lasting results as the Bhadarwahi people 
Continued to excel in education in comparison tO people from other 
Parts of the state. As a result, the place started earning the hidenaihe : 
erala of the State’ [Kerala was regarded as the highest literate state in 
— in Census 2011]. Maharaja Pratap Singh appointed his ste 
Bh, ther Raja Amar Singh as the Prime minister of the State wher * 
adarwah remained as the Jagit of Raja Amar Singh during 1878-18 8 
ie the ee remained as i see aie 
: ative and Financial rights after the aie 
fines to a Personal Kingdom = the year 1901 AD. Until Raja Amar 


? . h re 
0 his death in 1911 AD, Bhadarwah continued to remain eh iS 


Nn inde f ‘ 

f pendent State while Maharaja Prata' 

Te, 7 hmi 
8M as the Maharaja of the State of Jammu and Kashmir. 
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In the words of (Late) Ghulam Rasool Azad, “Six primary schools at 

Kilhotran, Jakyaas, Hallaran; Kandhot, Berdu and Malothi; and a Mid- 
dle School at Bhadarwah had been established in the Jagir before the 
year 1924 AD. The Middle school was upgraded to a High School in 
1924 AD while it continued to serve as a primary school too until 1925 
AD. In April 1924 AD, when I got admitted in the Kilhotran school, 
only a single teacher Master Sita Ram Ji Gupta had been appointed at 
the place. He was later replaced by Master Anirudh Singh, a resident of 
Seeru Kahal Jugasar. He was the second person of Illaqa Bhalesa who 
had passed his Middle Examinations from Bhadarwah. After some 
time, another teacher of Bhadarwah Muhammad Sultan Sahib Khateeb 
1 also joined the school. After a gap of two years when Master Muham- 
mad Sultan Khateeb Sahib was transferred, Master Abdul Qadir Wani 
Sahib was appointed at the school. The roll of the students in the school 
was around 30-40, Girls were not allowed to go to schools at the time.” 
It is worth mentioning that students from Illaqa Bhalesa, Doda, Kisht- 
war, and Marmat used to come to Bhadarwah for clearing their 8° and 
10" class examinations or for taking admissions in the higher classes. It 
was because only a single High school (Sri Amar High School) existed 
back then in the entire District at Bhadarwah. The school continued to 
provide higher education facilities for the students of the above-men- 
tioned areas. Nevertheless; one is made to confess that comparatively, 
the Jagir of Bhadarwah kept on receiving a lot of attention in terms of 
education during the reigns of not only Maharaja Ranbir Singh and 
Maharaja Pratap Singh, but Raja Amar Singh also. Raja Amar Singh 
took a visit to his kingdom of Bhadarwah in 1893. AD. The reign of 
Maharaja Pratap Singh ended with his death in the year 1925 AD. 


Education- During the Reign of Maharaja Hari Singh 


Maharaja Hari Singh ruled the state of Jammu and Kashmir from 
the year 1925-1947 AD. Maharaja Sahib also took special care of his 
Jagir with regards to education. Maharaja Hari Singh had visited his 
Jagir four years prior to his ascension at a time when Maharaja Pratap 
Singh was still alive and he (Maharaja Hari Singh) had been entitled as 
a Raj Kumar (Prince). He had made this visit from 1921 AD to July 
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AD. A few years after this visit, i.e in the year 1924 AD, Middle 
1922 AV. ; ; 
darwah was upgraded to a High School while Hari Si 
schoo! Bha : om ingh 
was yet to be crowned as the Maharaja. Therefore, it is quite possible 
that Maharaja Pratap Singh might have raised the status of the school 
upon the suggestion of Raj Kumar and named it after the name of his 
father as Sri Amar Singh High School. Maharaja Amar Singh had died 
in 1911 AD. Therefore, it doesn’t seem too correct to say that Raja 
Amar Singh had raised the status of the school himself, as claimed by 
some historians. Nevertheless, the High School of this Jagir was the 
fist school to be established in the entire Chenab valley, Students after 
completing their education from the school left for obtaining higher 
education from universities of Srinagar, Jammu, and Punjab, etc. and 
served at various government/ non-government positions in the State 
and outside, In the year 1940 AD, Mr Abdul Haq Suharwardy, a poor 
but intelligent student of Bhadarwah stood first in the matriculate ex- 
aminations of Punjab University Lahore; whereas Mr Shanti Prakash 
Kaatil, another intelligent student from Bhadarwah stood first in the 
frst ‘ver matriculation examinations conducted by Kashmir University 
a the year 1949 AD. The vanguards from Bhalesa area that had got 
admitted in this school included personalities like Khwaja Ghulam Ra- 
ts Azad, Jenab Abdul Aziz Bhat, and Professor Umar-ud-din Malik. 
os from other parts of the Jagir or outside who used to come here 
ona education would be hosted, and treated with familial 
feel that ae compassion by the locals here. The students sien wae 
Baca gy *y were surrounded by strangers. People from He 
Bha Siar and Marmat would also prefer sending their pein 
eden. Owever, in the absence of any communication systems, 
nts had to face a lot of difficulties. 


N : 
“holarships for Muslim and Harijan Students 


» . . 

me Shy ~ Opening up of the above-mentioned Primary, Middle 

nie jes ~ 100s during the reign of Maharaja Hari Singh, the literacy 
Sti 


la ‘ very low in the state in general and Bhadarwah in eae 
ut bending the matter, (Late) Ghulam Rasool Azad writes in his 
0} 'O8taphy: ee ’ 


Such conditions prevailed until the year 1924 AD. 
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When Maharaja Hari Singh ascended the throne of Jammu and Kash- 
mis, promoting education became his top priority. People excelled a lot 
in education during his reign. This can be analyzed with the help of the 
following statistics. According to the 1901 AD Census, the literacy rate 
in the state was only 2% that slightly increased to 2.2% by the year 
1921 AD. However, because of the Maharaja's efforts, the rate escalated 
to 8.8 % by the year 1941 AD.” He further writes: “Whereas Maharaja 
Hari Singh announced scholarships for the Harijans [Harijan, lit: 
Children of God; an outcaste group or Untouchables in India] on the 
one hand, he also fixed two kinds of grants for the Muslim students 
enrolled in various schools and colleges. While one of them was a nor- 
mal scholarship, the other was based on Merit. Besides, he also created 
posts for Special Inspector for Muslim Education whose job was to fo- 
cus on the development and promotion of Muslim Education in the 
state. Thus, the doors of education were flung open for the Muslims 
encouraging the students even from far-flung areas that helped students 
like us to progress in life.” 


Social Status and Pay Grade of Teachers 


Education was free of cost until the 10" class during the Dogra rule. 
In addition to the Primary and Middle schools, Pathshalas and Maktab 
[Hindu and Muslim religious schools resp.] had been established even 
in remote areas. Some schools were run on the format of Gurukul, i.¢ 
under the shade of trees. However, during the days of intense heat or 
cold, people would happily offer their homes for conducting these 
classes. Usually, people would construct one or two rooms by pooling 
resources themselves. Teachers were respected a lot. People would al- 
ways try to help them in their affairs. The salary of the teachers was Very 
less. My deceased father would nartare that during the first posting 
(probably during 1924-1925 AD) they were given a grade of 1 0-1/4-15 
rupees. In his autobiography, Azad Sahib gives a detail of the pay grade 
of teachers during 1942-1946 AD as follows: 

Non-Gazetted: (in Indian rupees) 

1. 20-1-25 

2. 20-1-35 
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0-1/2-1-35 
95-2-55: 
30-2-60 
40-4-80 

, 50-5-75 

. 75-5-125 

In the Gazetted grade that included Headmaster, Assistant Inspec- 
tor, and College Lecturers, people were given a grade of 100-10-200 
rupees. He further adds: “I was M.A. in Mathematics and was in the 
grade of 25-2-55 while getting a salary of 45 rupees. After getting pro- 
moted at the end of the year 1945, I started working in the grade of 
50-5-75 from June 1946 AD onwards.” 

“In those days, the region of Jammu was divided into four divisions 
District-wise. Udhampur and Doda was a single District while the Ad- 
ministrator for every district was called Assistant Inspector. The salaries 
of the teachers were dispatched from the headquarters at District Ud- 
hampur. A total of three or four Pay Centers existed in the present day 
District Doda from where the teachers would collect their wages. Pay 
center of the Bhadarwah Jagir was located at Bhadarwah (proper) that 
was under the charge of the Writer’s father for a very long time. At the 
Provincial level, Inspector of Schools was responsible for the adminis- 
eis and conduct within the schools. Teachers were exceptionally 

‘dicated who never traded away their principles for any personal 
Bains. An honest deliverance of their duties was the guiding principle of 
the teachers who were not only hardworking and capable but equal- 


bove 
Y Compassionate towards the students. All of them were way @ 


aN any co : ee d godliness, they were 
mmunal differences. Rich in piety O'S tived thet lives 


h 
nak Y regarded in society. They held high status an 
ctfully as an important part of society. 


; i . le 
(iggiption of Education During Democratic Times 
7 AD -2009 AD) 
ose year 1947 AD, a web of schools was 
Ww and in Chenab region in particular, 
: “stlished in satan aaa delomandt of the state. A primary 


Oru AW RW 


established in the state 
so dense that a school 
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in every hamlet of the old and new boundaries of 


school exists today ‘ 
rage are posted in every school. 


Bhadarwah. Two to three teachers on ave! 
Teachers are appointed as per the number of enrolled students in a 


school. Under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, a large number of schools 
have been founded at different places for dispensing basic.education to 
the people. Similarly, numerous Primary, Middle, High and Higher 
Secondary schools have been established across this place. 

A large number of schools have also been functioning in and around 
Bhadarwah town. The status of High School Bhadarwah got raised to 
that of a Higher Secondary School in the year 1964 AD. A Degree 
college and a Teacher's Training School was also.approved for the place 
in 1955 AD while the status of the Girl’s High School was raised in 
1990 AD. Girl students of the 11° class were enrolled in Degree Col- 
lege. Shri Jaya Lal Kotwal was the principle of the college at the time. 
The writer was then the District Education Officer Doda while Mr 
Khursheed Ahmad Ganai was Deputy Commissioner of the District. It 
was because of the fresh collective efforts of the trio that the then Com- 
missioner Secretary Ms. Sushma Chowdary took cognizance of our de- 

mands and humbly pushed to raise the status of this institution to that 
of a Higher Secondary School. An order was issued to the writer for’ 
filling up ten sanctioned Teacher posts at the school by internal transfer 
of some good teachers serving at other schools. Without wasting a lot 
of time, the writer soon shortlisted ten to fifteen teachers, and some 
clerks for the school, setting it functioning immediately. There are a 
ih acini of aii peteice in Bhadarwah valley including 
ciable. Two Higher seas poe i — AE OREN 
Mtl (ndustrial Training. Institute) 7ialee neuron ween 
perk in ie town, out of which two are privately run. 
: S OUNY Rg areas of the town, Higher Secondary Schools func- 
bi ss eg fen: and Malothi; whereas a Girl’s High School 
atha, and Hi A a 
ti, and Bhala, etc. i toe ; ae Hae uae 
up of a Degree College in Bhadarwah, th pee epee ye 
sions in different Medical, Engineeri nibesesieniiaaldaeck ie 
: » Engineering, Agriculture and Law colleges, 
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4 other universities both in the state and outside, 
Set students participated in the Golden Jubilee cel, 
college observed in the year 2005 AD. The notable al 
lege including Jenab Ghulam Nabi Azad former Chi 
State Assembly Members and other Members of Parli 
gathering on the occasion. The celebration was presi 
Muhammad Syed. In addition to them; 
Directors of Colleges, Principals of different Higher Secondary 
Schools, Commissioners, Deputy Commissioners, Engineers, Forest 
officers, Doctors and others appointed at high positions came to par- 
ticipate in the golden jubilee celebration along with hundreds of for- 
mer students and thousands of local people of Bhadarwah. It was a 
historic gathering in which many colorful cultural, recreational and 
educational Programs were presented. A plan for setting up of a sepa- 
fate university or a District Campus in Bhadarwah was also announced 


Many of these 
ebrations of the 
umuni of the col- 
ef Minister J&cK, 
ament graced the 
ded over by Mufti 
a large number of Principals, 


during the gathering. 
Literacy Rate 


li According to the Census of 1981 AD and 2001 AD, the gender-wise 
SL "ate at the District and Tehsil level of undivided Bhadarwah, are 


‘OUows: 


28.56% 
| 46.92% | 63.56% 


at Tehsil Level 


; Bhadarwah, Bhalesa, 23,70 % 45.56 % 
Slap Thathri . 


08.70 % 
a ET 
L Utena 2656 | eae | 575% | 
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age 
10% 
31.96% 

2001 AD 89.30% | 31.96% 
Pe iba ee eT 

Pare Cea SG SR 


Construction and Upgradation of Educational 
Infrastructure 


Crores of rupees are spent every year on the construction and upgra- 
dation of educational infrastructure in Bhadarwah. This includes the 
construction of new buildings as well as providing other requisite facil- 
ities at the existing schools. In addition to it, scores of buildings that 


were devastated due to Militancy in the state are also being renovated 
on an urgent basis. 


Number of Schools in New Districts : 
(As on December 2008 AD)!4 


Higher Secondary 
School 


Bhalesa 
(Gundu) 


Bhatyaas 
(Gundu) 
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{1}: 
(2): 
[3): 
(41: 
[5}: 


(6): 


wlrure of Bhadarwah 


Reference 


‘Cultural Heritage’ by Nek Chand Kotwal- with reference to ‘Muslims of 
Kashmir’ by Dr Hari Om 

The father of the writer. 

‘Jid-o-Jahad’ (lit. The Strife], Autobiography, by Ghulam Rasool Azad 
Details of the Background of Education in Tehsils and Parts that were sep- 
arated from the old principality of Bhadarwah, have been provided in the 
respective Chapters. Refer to the chapters on Bhalesa, Thatri, and Marmat. 
Tehsil Bhadarwah holds the first place in terms of Literacy rate at the Dis- 
trict Level, which is clear by the above-mentioned statistics. 

In the year 2007 A.D.,. District Doda was divided into three parts. As a 
resule, the new district comprised of the above-mentioned Tehsils and Edu- 


cational Zones. Statistics as regards to the other two zones of Ramban and 
Kishewar have been excluded here. 


02 


Generation Of Electricity 


Powerhouse Sartingal 


le the Third Five Year Plan launched by the National government, (wo 
electricity units of 350 KW each were proposed to be set up at Village 
Sartingal. The work on the projects was started soon after they were 
sanctioned. The beautiful Village of Sartingal is located in the lap of fa- 
Mous mountain ranges of Kailash Kund and Ashapati. With a total ca- 
Pacity of 700 KW, the turbine of this Hydro Power House would - lie X 
move with wheels made of stone. The Power House started functioning 
in December 1964 AD serving not only the towns of Bhadarwah and 
oda but almost every village en route. The 440 W electricity from the 
Ouse Was to be increased to 11 KW for transmission 0 further areas. 
© Project was started with the construction of a three-kilometer long 
ee channel from Haloon canal at Village Basti, while work on the 
uildings for the Power House was also started simultaneously. pe 
oa the other end of the canal rushes down to turn the wheels ot ¢ 
Tine from a height of 700 ft. Before the construction of iad eusicd 
= Power House, clectriciry was provided through a Diesel Set in 
‘own and some suburbs of the undivided District Doda. 
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After the laying of a transmission line between Doda and Kishewar 
on 24 October 1970 AD, the extra demand for electricity in Kishtwar 
was also met with the help of Bhadarwah’s Power House. With the help 
of this line, two important intermediate rural areas of Bhela and Thath- 
ri were also provided with electricity. A huge development could be 
vividly seen in three towns of the former District Doda because of the 
functioning of Sartingal Power House. The beauty of these forest val- 
leys was further enhanced by twinkling bulbs in the spread of the night. 
Machines running on electricity started to be installed at every other 
place that indirectly also provided fresh employment avenues for many 
youths. In the year 2005 AD, the capacity of the Power House was in- 
creased to 8 KW that considerably helped in catering to the demand of 

the town and some of its adjoining areas. However, the majority of the 
local demand is still met by importing electricity from outside. 


New Proposals 


Some new proposals for Hydro Power project have been recently 
drafted by Jenab Muhammad Sharif Niyaz, State Minister for Electric- 
ity for Tehsil Bhadarwah and Tehsil Bhalesa. The proposals have been 
sent to the Central Ministry for approval and provision of funds. 

They include: 

1. Rangeela Donadi, Ilaqa Bhalesa (12 MW) 
2. Bhala, Bhadarwah (1.5 MW) 
3. Atalgarh, Bhadarwah (2.5 MW) 


03 


Evolution Of Legislative Institutions In 
Jammu And Kashmir State 
(1934 AD - 2009 AD) 


Representation of Bhadarwah, Bhalesa, Etc. in the 
: tislative Institutions the First Election of 
taja Sabha (1934 AD) 


Dt the reign of Maharaja Hari Singh, the first legislative council 
Sabha: th, € state was formed in 1934 AD that was later named as Praja 
ona; that in the words of a renowned journalist Lala Mulk Raj Saraf 


Primari} ‘ 
Y comprised of nominated members in comparison to the elect- 


Ones, | 

. i 1 . . 

lines. — the nominations were based on prejudice and commu- 
be araf Sahib further writes: “I also contested elections and lost 


Ran aj 
alt ov; : oe baad een a aoa) 
erburdened with humiliating caste discriminations. ° u 


ae 
Lala oe Election of Praja Sabha (1938 AD) 
Sibha ulk Raj Saraf writes: “The annual election of second Praja 


1 "Was F : 

Satged Aue in May 1938 AD but because the atmosphere was again 

et ee i wiee tensions and highly condemnable caste differ- 

"Voting «om was conducted by a Draw of Lots instead of a Ballot 
8 System.) edb alt 
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In the words of Nek Chand Kotwal, a popular lawyer Kotwal Shiy 
Lal won the elections of Praja Sabha in 1934 AD while the second elec. 
tion was won by Mr Lakhshmi Chand Kotwal. In the year 1938 AD, it 
was Khwaja Muhammad Khaleel Kichloo who won the elections from 
Doda. 


The Third Election of Praja Sabha (1946 AD) 


National Conference boycotted the elections of the year 1946 AD 
on account of the arrest of their numerous workers. Malik Ghulam 
Rasool was declared successful in Bhadarwah constituency in this elec- 


tion. However, he could not work much on ground due to the political 
disturbances of the time. 


Constituent Assembly 


The elections of the Constituent Assembly were held in October 
1951 AD as per the orders of Yuvraj (lit.: Prince} Karan Singh. Nation- 
al Conference bagged all the 75 seats in the election. Muslim Confer- 
ence did not participate in the election. Advocate Kotwal Chuni Lal 


ickh Muhammad Abdullah on 9* August 1953 
r lives in the ensuing riots. However, in 

Ns 1954 AD, the Constituent Assembly voted to ratify the state 
: eeaaan aH Re accession to India. On 14% May 1954 AD, 

oF India, und i ae * 

brought the State unde er Article 370 of the Constitution of India 


t the Indian Constituti ith Tepe 

Nei che ion with some : 

es Tansitional and Special Provisions” whereas the State Constitu- 
Was implemented on 26% January 1957 AD 


F] . . . 
ite a Legislative Assembly and Legislative Councils 
of Legislative Assembly (March 1957 AD) 
The Party of Bakshi Ghul 


am Muhammad was declared a winner in 
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embly wards of the total 75, in these elections. Praja Parishad 
65 2 seats while one was bagged by an Independent Candidate. The 
7 inate papers of almost every Opposition Candidate in the valley 
were rejected. 

Khwaja Abdul Gani Goni and Kotwal Chuni Lal were declared as 
winners in these elections from Bhalesa, Bonjuwah, and Bhadarwah 
Assembly wards respectively. Similarly, Khwaja Ghulam Ahmad Dev 
and Syed Mir Badshah were also declared winners from assembly wards 
of Doda and Kishtwar respectively. 


Nomination of Teacher's Fraternity in Legislative Council 
(1957 AD) 


Khwaja Ghulam Rasool Azad fought the seat of Jammu region who 
besides serving at various high positions in the State’s Education De- 
partment was also the President of All Jammu and Kashmir Teacher's 
Federation at the time. He was also affiliated with many Political orga- 
ici of the state. By winning 1282 votes against 142 votes of his 
mi ton Candidate Mr.Harbans Lal Gupta, he proved that the 
Mush : of Jammu tegion, although Hindus in the majority, can help a 
ilarly eo win the elections by casting their vote secularly. Sim- 

bes sees Majority of teachers in Kashmir valley helped Pandit 

nde adim win the elections by an overwhelming — : 
honesty, “er d Sahib a man of many virtues who was known or . 
Taja Parish; : Prem Nath Dogra withdrew the nomination pcan 
leting hi aids candidate against him in the second elections, thereby 
™ win 


1969 without facing any opposition. 


Legislative Assembly Elections 
NCE iy, andidates of Bakshi Ghulam Muhammad's National Confer- 


ry Positi: declared as winners in these elections without facing fa 
AD a wetores these unjustified elections were also a fraud like 
*mbly ae elections. Shamim Ahmad Shamim has called this sel 
i Ab liq Made Assembly”. However, Kotwal Chuni Lal an 

" Watds oe Gani Goni were again declared successful in the assem- 
* Bhadarwah and Bhalesa Bonjuwah respectively. On the 
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ig Jo Wani and Syed Mir Badshah were de- 
other hand, ete is oda and Kishtwar respectively. All of these can- 
— Tilataed's National Conference. During the same time, nu- 
cat ae of the Plebiscite Front were being arrested. 
mer 


1967 AD Legislative Assembly Elections 


“These elections were held under the guidance of Khwaja Ghulam Mu- 
hammad Sadiq. In these elections, Congress won a total of 59 seats, for- 
mer National Conference won 5 seats, Jan Sangh won 3 while two seats 
were bagged by Independent Candidates. Jagat Ram Aryan of Kishtwar 
won a seat reserved for Scheduled Castes in Bhadarwah Assembly Ward. 
The assembly ward of Bhalesa was divided into two parts in the year 1967 
AD. Bhalesa Bonjuwah was replaced by Inderwal Ward. The areas of Ja- 
toot and Neeli Gundu of this ward were joined with Bhadarwah Assem- 
bly Ward. Khwaja Abdul Gani Goni once again won the elections from 
Inderwal Ward, Mr Ghulam Mustafa Ishrat and Khwaja Lassa Jo Wani 
were declared successful in Kishtwar and Doda wards respectively, 


1972 AD Legislative Assembly Elections 


After the death of Khwaja Ghulam Muhammad Sadiq in December 
1971 AD, the reins of the s reeniriised 


Boat Gaukcenenc tate government were entrusted to Syed Mir 
ed in Mar ieiore eee He got the Assembly Elections conduct- 
seats, BJ.P ~ The ruling Congress won 57 of the total 75 
ot WON'S seats, me won 5 seats while Molvi Fa- 

i . ul Gani Goni and Budh. Raj Suman won 
pee, bite of Inderwal and Bhadarwah respectively. By vir- 
nullifying his esi. Suman Sahib was declared underage, thereby 
from Lok Dal was the consequent by-elections, Narain Das Bhagat 
. ‘at was declared as the winner, Narain Das Bhagat was ini- 
Hans Raj Dogra and Pj of Praja Parishad. In the 1972 elections, Mr 
Kishi, and Pir Nizam-ud-din won the seats from Doda and 
: ae became the Chief Minister 
+m government, iekh) Accord, overthrowing the Qa- 
Bian Counal crgnrlah Suharwardy was made a Member of 
) and was given the portfolio of the 
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skh Minister of the State. On the other hand, Jenab Abdul Gani 
H « was also made a member of the Council. 
vast Fareed was 


1977 AD Parliamentary and State Assembly Elections 


Congress Party withdrew its support from Shiekh Muhammad Ab- 
dullah and the Governor consequently dissolved the State Assembly. 
New Assembly elections were held during 30" June 1977 AD to 3 July 
1977 AD in which National Conference led by Shiekh Sahib won 47 
of the total 75 seats. It is generally regarded as the first ‘free and fair 
dections in the State. Janta Party got 11 seats in the election. Jan Sangh 
won 3 seats, Jamaat-e-Islami won a single seat while one was taken by 
an Independent Candidate. Sheikh Ghulam Muhammad Bhadarwahi 
won the election from Inderwal ward in this election who was appoint- 
edas the Minister of State. Narain Das Bhagat was declared successful 
in Bhadarwah. Ghulam Qadir Wani (son of Lassa Jo Wani) and Khwa- 


ja Bashi Ahmad Kichloo were also declared as winners from Doda and 
Kishowar Assembly Wards respectively. 


1980 AD Parliamentary Elections 


Het Party was declared as the winner in this election. While Dr 
ingh was declared as the winner from the Udhampur Parlia- 
Winner an Jenab Ghulam Nabi Azad was declared as the 
binet Ministe, im Parliamentary constituency. He served as a Union 


and later on, he was made as the General Secretary of 
Party, 


Death of cr. 
Abdul at Muhammad Abdullah and Farooq 


Sheikh ‘he New Chief Minister 


2 an hetthammad Abdullah passed away on 8° September 1982 
mein dr, rhe Farooq Abdullah was made the Chief Minister of the 


ing atic circumstances. 
N Bislative Assembly Elections 


Jone “lect; 
me 1993 avons for the State Legislative Assembly were held on 5* 
'N which Mr Hari Lal Hitashi, former District Educa- 
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tion Officer was declared successful in Bhadarwah Assembly Ward. 
On the other hand, Shiekh Ghulam Muhammad Bhadarwahi won 
the elections once again from Inderwal Assembly Ward. It is often 
accused that it was based on his suggestion that the government di- 
vided Tehsil Bhadarwah into three separate Tehsils. In these elections, 
Mr Ghulam Hassan Arman won the elections in Kishtwar Assembly 
Ward. 


Legislative Council Elections 


‘The people of Bhadarwah got a good representative in the Legisla- 
tive Council when Mr Daya Krishan Kotwal, a famous leader of Bha- 
darwah Janta Party and State Party President, won a seat in the Coun- 
cil. He kept on highlighting the issue of unequal treatment against the 
Jammu region while also striving a lot in establishing a network of 
roads in the area, wherever possible. 

Similarly, Mr Abdul Qayoom Malik was also suddenly made a 
Member of the Council with the support of National Conference. Be- 
sides him, Mr Babar Badr former Militant Commander was also made 
a Member of the Council because of his ‘preference to Democracy’. Mr 
Abdul Aziz Bhat ‘Goya’ also took an oath of allegiance as the Member 
of the Legislative Council, but sadly death did not grant him much 
time in the Council. Nevertheless, Mr Muhammad Iqbal Bhat belong- 
ing to the same family was made a Member of the Council, Before all 
of the above-mentioned Persons, a renowned political activist from 


ee Munshi Anwar also served as a Member of the Legislative 
ouncil, 


1987 AD Elections 


~ As per Rajiv-F; aroog Accord, Presidential rule was withdrawn from 


the state of Jammu and Kashmir on 7° November 1986 AD. The coa- 
lition government of Congress and } 


39 F ese elections, National Conference 
won 29 seats, Congress won 21 seats, Bharatiya Janta Party won 2 seats, 


ed Front won 4 seats while Independent Candidates also 
Won 4 seats, Mr Hari Lal Hitashi won-the elections the second time in 
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ah (proper) Assembly Ward while Mr Muhammad Sharif Ni- 
hada he election on Congress Mandate in Inderwal Assembly 
pane san Moulana Ataullah Suharwardy won the election in 
Ward: >! mbly Ward while Khwaja Bashir Ahmad Kichloo was de- 
ed successful in Kishtwar Assembly Ward and was thus appointed as 


Parliamentary Elections 


1971 AD, 1977 AD, AND 1980 AD 


In the 1971 AD and 1977 AD Parliamentary elections of the state, 
Dr Karan Singh was announced successful in Udhampur Assembly 
Ward. During his tenure, Dr Karan Singh got a small structure com- 
prising of 3-4 rooms constructed at Gwadi for Hari Singh High Hos- 
pital. The structure is used as a makeshift veterinary dispensary these 
tays. This is because except for a display of a signboard; nothing could 
be ever seen happening in the hospital. Dr Sahib also never looked back 
a this place, once he won the elections. 


1984 AD Parliamentary Elections 


Mr Gi : 
fen shee iLal Dogtra, a respectable Congress Leader won the elec- 
‘commit ampur Assembly Ward. He also displayed a similar kind of 
ment’ once he won the elections! 


1989 
AD Lok Sabha Elections 


the j 
: ampur Skctions, Shri Dharam Pal Sharma won the elections in 
Never i, Ssembly Ward, Again; soon after he won the elections, he 


ere 
199 to take a look at the place ever again. 


AD 
Lok Sabha Elections 
ma “ Sia 
toneg of 


Professor Chaman Lal Gupta, an active leader of 
Successful in Udhampur Assembly Ward. Upon che 
Gi, Me amo local Bhadarwah leader Krishan Kotwal, he sanc- 
Made Righer ec unt of money for the construction of a laboratory at 
* Visit tg ondary School from his Parliamentary funds; and also 

Bhadarwah along with Mr Kotwal. 


ared 
the 


|754| The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


Extension of the President’s Rule in the State and State 
Assembly Elections 

President’s cule had been extended in the state until 18% January 
1997 AD. However, State Assembly elections were held in September 
1996 only, under the strict vigilance of the security personnel. Nation- 
al Conference bagged 57 seats in the elections while B.J.P. emerged as 
the second biggest party of the state by winning 8 seats in Jammu re- 
gion. In Assembly Watd Bhadarwah, Shiekh Abdul Rehman State 
Leader for Bahujan Party succeeded in defeating B.J.P President Kot- 
wal Daya Krishan. Khwaja Bashir Ahmad Kichloo won the election 
third time in Assembly Ward Kishtwar while Moulana Ataullah Suhar- 
wardy was declared as the winner in Assembly Ward Doda. It is unfor- 
tunate that he passed away only a couple of months later, His vacant 
seat was filled by his son (Engineer) Khalid Najeeb Suharwardy. @After 
his success in the by-election, he was made to ‘bear the brunt’ of being 
the Minister for Internal Affairs of the state! 


Appointment of Ghulam Nabi Azad as a 
Rajya Sabha Member 


With the support of National Conference, Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad 
was appointed as a member of the Rajya Sabha on 3% November 1996 
AD and was thus entrusted with a lot of responsibilities from the Centre. 


1998 AD Parliamentary Elections 


In these elections, B.J.P Candidate Professor Chaman Lal Gupta 
once again emerged victorious in Assembly Ward Udhampur. During 
the same time, he was alleged to have distributed some Pakistani packed 
blankets among the people that had been sent as a relief for earthquake 
victims of Gujarat. However, the same could never be proved. He made 
a visit to Bhadarwah and also expressed his gratitude to people for their 
belief in him. He has personally denied the allegation. 


2002 AD Assembly Elections 


These Assembly Elections were held in September and October 
2002 AD under tight security arrangements by Police and Defense 
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ix though, less percentage of votes was cast in Kashmir, the 
forces: "snout in Jammu region remained good. 
overall voret Party won 20 seats in this election; National Conference 
Congress one PD.P. won 16 seats. B.J.P. won a single seat while 
on 4 seats in total. A coalition of Congress, PD.P, 
Panther s Party W F wilted in the f ° f 
', Party and other small parties resulted in the formation of a 
ra Muharamad Syed led government that ruled the state for a span 
of first three years as per a Common Agenda with the Congress. 

In this election, Mr Muhammad Sharif Niyaz was selected in the 
Bhadarwah Assembly Ward who was later appointed as the Minister for 
Electricity. He won a total of 16,962 votes whereas National Confer- 
ence’s Candidate Khwaja Muhammad Aslam Goni (Advocate) won 
10,135 votes. Muhammad Sharif Niyaz is known for his efforts to im- 
prove the State’s Department of Electricity and also for getting all the 
damaged electricity poles in Bhadarwah Assembly Ward replaced with 
new ones. Proposals for some Micro Hydro Power Plants were also 
Fe while the rusted turbines of Bhadarwah’s Power House were 

%© replaced with fresh ones. Khwaja Ghulam Muhammad Suhar- 


a and Khwaja Sajad Ahmad Kichloo were elected in Inderwal and 
twar Wards respectively. 


By-Elece; 
ican of Bhadarwah Assembly Ward (2004 AD) and 
ies “ping Victory of Ghulam Nabi Azad 
dered his Electricity (J&K) Mr Muhammad Sharif Niyaz sur- 
Waja Gh sembly Membership and formally vacated his seat for 
ducted ulam Nabi Azad, and c ly, by-electi ere con- 
on 24% Ane , onsequently, by-elections w co: 
‘cord by Winni Pril 2004 AD. In this election, Azad Sahib created a 
Me he Niece 93.6 % of the total cast votes. Of the total 62072 
* Kous #8 whopping number of 57015 votes defeating his rival 
toy ont On % mar (B.J.P) who managed to gain only 4057 votes. 
a eine while extending its support to Azad Sahib did 
spe against him. The total voter turnout of this 
m Hidel 02, 28% @ tecord. Azad Sahib won all the 339 cast 
*8 at Khelini alesa. After it, the largest number of votes that he 
a Polling Centre, i.e, 1231 votes of the total 1405 
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ing Centre Natwad (Thathri), i.e., 117 
= of = a 153 adie at Polling station Udrana-A, it was 
votes 

€. 

np ERTS Commentators attributed Azad Sahib’s 
victory to Bhadarwah's secularist society and Azad Sahib’s vision of a 
prosperous state, besides his popularity in the region and personal We 
tues of integrity and honesty. To thank the people for his historic win, 
he took out some time from the Kathua District Board Meeting to 
visit Bhadarwah where thousands of people welcomed him and his 
wife. The age-old secularism of Bhadarwah was once again proved by 
his victory when all the masses of Bhadarwah united on one common 
stage regardless of any communal or caste differences. In the 2002 AD 
Assembly elections, Jenab Abdul Majid Wani won the seat as an Inde- 
pendent Candidate from Doda whereas Mr Sajad Ahmad Kichloo was 
declared successful in Assembly Ward Kishtwar. 


The Resignation of Azad Government Assembly Dissolution 
and the Imposition of Governor’s Rule 
Ghulam Nabi Azad | 


ed government tendere 
Governor Narendra Na 


th Vohra on 7* July 2008 AD. The government 


(December 2097 fame and Kashmir Legislative Assembly 


Kashmir Assembly were conducted in 


oe November and ended on 24" Decem- 
ments by Police and ne 
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i 1, PD.E. won 1 seat while other Independent Can- 
party of India won ” ion. In this election, B.J.P. was greatl 
didates WON 4 seats in the election. n is election, B.J.P. g ly 
benefited by the protests organized by Shri Amarnath Sangarsh Samiti 
that allegedly painted the entire issue in communal colours in some 
areas of Jammu region, particularly, Jammu, Kathua, and Udhamput. 
jr naturally faced retaliation in Kashmir valley also where some parties 
played the ‘Kashmir Card’ to earn votes. 

In this election, Ghulam Nabi Azad won the maximum number of 
votes from Bhadarwah Assembly Ward in comparison to other wards of 
the State. By winning 38238 votes, he defeated his close competitor of 
National Conference Khwaja Muhammad Aslam Goni, former Advo- 
cate General, who won a small number of 6687 votes. Shri Daya Kris- 
han Kotwal (B.J.P) won 8802 votes while Shiekh Najeeb Ali (P.D.P.) 
won 2807 votes in the election. 


Successful Candidates of Doda, Kishtwar, Inderwal, 
Ramban, and Banihal 


Mr Abdul Majeed Wani was declared successful after winning 23254 
nie in Doda Assembly Ward while Sajad Ahmad Kichloo won the 
€ctions in Kishtwar Assembly Ward by winning 19248 votes. Similar- 


| ? 
% Mr Ghulam Muhammad Suharwardy emerged victorious by win- 


ni i 
ee 22684 votes in Inderwal whereas Congress Candidate Ashok Ku- 
@t Won 21779 in Ramban 


, thus registering his success. In the Banihal 


Ass 
st a Ward, Congress Candidate Wagar Rasool Wani emerged suc- 
Y winning 8287 votes. 


Th : 
¢ Eleventh Chief Minister of J&K Omar Abdullah 


Om; 
ar Abdullah took an oath as the eleventh Chief Minister of the 


State bef 
ore the Governor Narendra Nath Vohra on 5% January 2009 


Ong with oar 
National a other Ministers of Congress and four Ministers of 


tional Cotifere rence. The coalition government of Congress and Na- 
nee is busy in serving the people of the state these days. '*! 


O04 


Biggest Military Camp In 
= Bhadarwah 


Biggest Military Camp in Bhadarwah 


fe the June 2005 Edition of Al-Hayat’ [lit.: The Life], the plans for the 
“onstruction of a Military Camp at Bhadarwah have been mentioned 
in the following words: 

“In one of his statements at the Parliament, Indian Defense Minister 
ig revealed that India is going to construct the biggest Military Camp 
th entire Asia in the state of J&K. While elaborating further, he added 
i 1 the said Camp shall be constructed at Bhadarwah (District Doda) 
hs mu & Kashmir. ‘The camp shall be safeguarded with the help of 

: military technology that India has imported from Israel, Britain, 
house ews As per the speech of the said Minister, the camp shall 
on Israels Rat Missiles and Russian Cruise Missile and shall be based 
total Indian dar System and Britain’s Satellite System. The number of 
“ousand fees stationed at the camp would be between three to five 
Potce. 7° ople, comprising of all the divisions of Army, Navy and Air 
thousands gen of two thousand Fighter planes, 10000 tanks and 

weapons would be facilitated by these forces at the camp. 
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ome reliable sources, about two to five thousand Ameri- 


also be stationed at the place for training 
forces would im 


According to ; 
can and Israeli ; 

i in the latest Military Technology. 
cg SER constructed in the areas of Chinta and Bhalrah 
in addition to the beautiful and spectacular landscapes of Hanga. Thou- 
sands of kanals of land at these places have already been acquired for 
the purpose where barracks and other structures are now under con- 
struction, These places are being connected by very wide roads. It shall 
be the safest Military camp of North India. The people are being ade- 
quately compensated for their lands. However, once the camp is made, 
the value of these places shall decrease from a Tourism point of view, 
despite the formation of Bhadarwah Development Authority in 2005 
AD that contrastingly aims to promote Tourism at the place. There was 
a huge potential to initiate various Tourism related programs at the 
reatly helped the local people eco- 


uccessive governments have inten- 


{I}: 
(2): 
(3 
(4: 


{5}; 
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‘Pachaas saal Batoor-i-Sahafi \lit.: Fifty Years as a Journalist’, By Malik Raj 
Sahaf, Page 152-153 

“Pachaas saal Batoor-i-Sahaft \li 
Sahaf, Page 152-153 

Note: In the rural areas of Indian Subcontinent, 
is often used as a prefix to their names. 
‘Translator’s Note: As has been mentioned in the 
has been written in 2010. Events, Incidents as recorded and translated must 
be understood in that perspective. Years after its publication, many of the 
facts in 2010 AD, must be expected to have ended, completed or termi 
nated. ‘The use of the Continuous tense in the sentence, 28 at many other 
Places, only aims to preserve the historicity of the book and does not tances 
‘0 confuse a researcher or a reader. 

4l-Hayat’ (dit: The Life], Srinagar Kashmir, June 2005 AD, with reference 
AD Relaar [lit.: The Call of the Mountains], Doda, 15th June 2005 


t.: Fifty Years as a Journalist’, By Malik Raj 
the profession of the people 


Translator’s Note, the book 


05 


Some Eminent Personalities 


Of Bhadarwah 


Famous Personalities of Bhadarwah 
Gon ¢minent personalities have always shone on the horizons of old 
Principality 0 


ferent fi f Bhadarwah who have not only earned laurels, in dif- 
tisdicrs elds of Politics, Social Welfare, Education, Legislation and Ju- 
Clon, in anc 


tade es; Engineering, Medicine, Agriculture, Floriculture, 


Usic and g ommerce, Diplomacy, Arts & Literature, Sculpturing, 


cs t Progressive fields; for their District and the State in 
CAttire Indi 


‘it moth, an Subcontinent but also have displayed their love for 
Belpeg and by virtue of their work, intelligence and vision that 
a nttoduce a rey 


Pose: 4 remote area like Bhadarwah to outside states in the 
Ssible Way, 


tion admirable gentlemen is too long to be confined in 
Hon * OF the current book. In view of this limitation, the men- 
been bri Ya few 


y istorical figures and other renowned persons has 

niterahy hey “ Here whose contributions and sincere services have 

* in Ped in the progress of the entire State in general; and 
P 


“Tticular. The writer feels sorry for not being able to 
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include many important and esteemed personalities of District Doda 
while restricting himself on providing the particulars of many such 
people of Bhadarwah only. It is hopeful that all of these personalities 
would be separately introduced in a detailed book that the writer aims 
to undertake in the near future. (God willing) 

A lot has already been written about historical figures like Wazir 
Nathu, Wazir Lakhpat, Wazir Ratnu, Shaktu Kotwal, Mian Kundan 
Singh and Wazir Soba Ram in the initial chapters of this book. The 
writer doesn't find the need to elaborate on the subject anymore. 


Justice Wazir Janki Nath 


Wazir Janki Nath is counted among the most popular legislators of 
the state. He probably belonged to the lineage of Wazir Lakhpat Ram. 
He graduated in Law from Lahore University. After practicing for a 
while, he was appointed as the Sub-Judge in State Court. Because of his 
intelligence, capability and hard work; he was gradually promoted until 
he became the Chief Justice of the State. He also served as the Sa- 
dr-e-Riyasat [lit.: Head of State] of the state of Jammu and Kashmir for 
some time while also heading many Commissions in the State. The 
government appointed him as the Chairman of the State Delimitation 
Commission around 30 years ago, that started to be known as “Wazir 
Commission’. However, his submitted reports are gathering dust in the 
closets since the past 30 years because of the sheer negligence of the 
consecutive State governments. Nevertheless, Chief Minister of the 
State Mr. Ghulam Nabi Azad took the pains to reopen the shelved re- 
aaa the year 2007 AD and accordingly, approved the formation of 
ight new districts in the state, three sub-divisions, and many other 
Tehsils. Wazir Janki Nath Sahib also got a new program ‘Bhadarwahi’ 
launched from Radio Station Jammu, Despite having always lived away 
from his motherland, he hever stopped taking pains for this place. 


Pandit Basti Ram 
It is quite famous about Pandit Basti Ram, a renowned stone-sculp- 


i“ cee Chamba State that he sculpted the statues of Vasuki Nag tem- 
Pies of Bhadarwah upon the orders of Raja of Chamba. By carving 
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rues for seven different temples, he is credited with laying the foun- 
dation of scone-sculpturing in Bhadarwah; although he is said to have 
caved @ similar kind of statue for a temple in Chamba, before the inci- 
dent, Raja of Chamba got the statue of Gatha installed under his super- 
vision. After completing three beautiful statues of Vasuk Dhaeruh tem- 
Pandit Ji started carving the statues of Nalthi, Bheja and Nagini 


Although his art was not appreciated back then, to the extent 
yet his name has 


ple, 


remples. 
that he was not even paid any sort of honorarium, 


become eternal in the History of the place. 


Dr Sudheshwar Verma 

After obtaining his BA and MA degrees, etc. from Rawalpindi (Pa- 
kistan) and London University, Dr. Sudheshwar Verma completed his 
D, Litt. from London. After serving at many high designations, he was 
appointed as a Sanskrit professor at Prince of Wales College (pres- 
ent-day Science College) Jammu. It was from the same college that he 
Seaeyimlias for obtaining D. Litt. Degree. Upon his return, he 
cee research on the Structure, Etymology, and Phonetics of In- 
ede pare Among his published essays and his books until date, 
‘Stites i of Pritam Krishan Koul, ‘12 essays or books have been 

ol ee language and Culture.’ One can never forget 
ek ibutions that have introduced Bhadarwah’s Language and 

other parts of the state and outside. 


Ghulam Rasool Malik 


Gh 
ties Helene Malik was counted among the eminent personali- 
iput famil ah. His grandfather Malik ‘Abdul Khaliq belonged to a 
*dto am es f village Gundsar Kashmir, who is said to have.convert- 
d east son Malik Asim migrated from Gundsar to Bhadarwah 

te first te Mohalla Dharm Pora. 

ne Xtractin as in Pashmina Sector and later started taking contracts 
i tober from the forests. When the business flourished, he 
by Forest Fi time contractor. Gradually, he laid the foundation of his 
"aya Sabha hie In the year 1946 AD, he was elected as a member of 
rom Assembly Ward Bhadarwah. He was an active social 
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worker who was empathetic towards the poor and downtrodden. He 
was a liberal-minded person who always promoted communal harmo- 
ny. His brother Ghulam Ahmad Malik was a remarkable tradesman 
who used to participate actively in different social activities of the place, 
His son Ghulam Mustafa Malik was a man of wits and wealth, yet was 
a cheerful and amiable person. Malik Ghulam Muhammad was the son 
of Munshi Ghulam Rasool Malik. Both the sons of the family Abdul 
Qayoom Malik and Malik Ilyas Ahmad Tanveer Bhadarwahi earned a 
great name by virtue of their works. After retiring from the post of Dy 
SP, Qayoom Sahib was appointed as an M.L.C. He passed away in the 
year 2008 AD. His other son Tanveer Jiis a celebrated Urdu poet. 


Kotwal Shiv Lal Advocate 
Kotwal Shiv Lal Advocate was count 


tors of Bhadarwah. In the year 1934 AD, he was also elected as a mem- 
ber of the Praja Sabha 


intelligent, courteous and amiable, He had obtained a Degree in Law 
from Aligarh Muslim Universi 


Kotwal Lakshmi Chand 

K : j 
Was igo Chand is held in great reverence in Bhadarwah. He 
wisdom. He ali ee the poor and was widely regarded for his 


_ Serving his motherland. © second elections of Praja Sabha and kept on 


Munshi Ghulam Rasool Malik 


ea Ghulam Rasoo| Malik was the 
8 nman Malik, a Petition-writer 
e alla S, adarwah, He 
¢ ildhood a close affinity with Ch 


younger brother of Munshi 
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soned a lot of times and because of his political dif- 
ences probably crossed the border in the year 1950 AD. After 

ding five or six years in Pakistan, he returned to Bhadarwah where 
1 . a away after some time. Although he was short-tempered yet he 
) some revolutionary leadership qualities and possessed a clean heart 
full of humanity. His son Mr Khakaan Ahmad Malik retired as D.EO. 


recently. 
Professor Umar-Ud-Deen Malik 


Professor Umar-ud-Deen Malik was born at village Talu Grah in 
Bhalesa. After receiving his initial education from a local school at Kil- 
hotran, he passed his 10% Class examinations from Bhadarwah. He 
obtained his BA from Prince of Wales College Jammu and later did his 
MA and LLB from Aligarh Muslim University. A letter of Rasa Jave- 
dani Sahib to Ghulam Rasool Chowgani, pertaining to Malik Sahib’s 
life is mentioned hereunder that was published in a magazine ‘Kalguni’ 
in Bhalesa; 
pel a courageous man endowed with all possible human quali- 

B de pite many unfavorable circumstances, he qualified MA and 
ness Sie with Distinctions from Aligarh Muslim University. He 
lectuter pei Kashmir for some time before being appointed as a 
2004 Vict are of Wales College Jammu. In the unfortunate year 
heartless Stig, ves AD), he was martyred at the same place by some 
at the time. Te One of his daughters Tahira Sultana was an infant 
ems in tml Eth had given birth to this small soul. My heart 
le survived b i a bie I miss him. it 5am — 

at man is 0 inst the decree of fate. 
could be done naire en helpless agai 


Javedanj 


ie was impti 


Waja 
Ice AD cee Qadoos Dev was born on 25 Haar 1985 Vikrami 
i i Comin waja Munawar Jo Dev of Bhadarwah. His grandfather 
Wah “de and ee Bhadarwah and Kishtwar from Kadipora, Islamabad 
he decide qr nmere®. Once he established his business in Bhadar- 


to stay back at the place. Rasa Sahib was brought up 
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with a silver spoon in his mouth while his father saw his business flour. 
ish with every passing day. A teacher of a Kashmiri descent Ahmad 
Shah Rafiqi provided him with elementary education in a local Maktab 
[lit.: Elementary School], In addition to him, two other teachers were 
also engaged in teaching him Persian and English languages. However, 
as the child was promoted to Class 4", he gradually lost appetite while 
all his interests in studies disappeared. At last, his conditions imptoved 
by a visit to a godly man, who Rasa became a small disciple of, and 
continued his education until Class 8°. Being a pampered child of his 
parents, he couldn't move to Jammu or Srinagar for obtaining higher 
education. Despite preparing for Munshi Aalim and other examina- 
tions, he could not appear in them due to some unfavorable circum- 
stances. However, he got a chance to read a Jot of poets and prose-writ- 
ers during those days. This helped him in understanding the intricacies 
of languages including grammar, rhythm, and meters, etc. that greatly 
shaped his future poetry. Rasa Javedani was first married in his child- 
hood. He had two sons from his first marriage, Bashir Ahmad Taj and 
Khairat Ahmad. He also married the second time with a son and three 
daughters. Khairat Ahmad migrated to Pakistan after doing his M.Sc. 
It was from there that he left to America for obtaining his Ph.D. before 
being appointed as a Professor. Later, he was also made.the Vice Chan- 


cellor of Multan University. Bashir Ahmad Taj retired as Assistant 
Commissioner Develo 


pment and passed away a few years ago. Rasa 
Sahib had lost his dear mother at an early age. On the other hand, his 
ted when seven of their grand shops were gutted 
completely in a fire incident, As luck would have it, all of his shops 
were later drowned away in the Great Flood of 1928 AD. He also had 
to incur heavy losses in the Forests Contracts that he had. However, 


they still owned some agricultural land that somehow helped in the 
family’s survival, Entangled in these circumstances, Rasa Sahib was ap- 


pointed as a teacher. He retired as a Persian and Urdu teacher in the 
year 1955 AD. Despite his poverty, Rasa Sahib boldly attended to all 


the domestic responsibilities that came his way. If truth be told, by 
catching Rasa in a whirlpool of circumstances, his fate alchemized him 
from a common Abdul Qadoos to 


the poet Rasa Javedani. 


father’s business was jol 


Section—4 |769]| 


Rasa Javedani was fond of horse-riding, music, and poetry since 
childhood. Being melodious, he also founded a Music Group through 
which he continued to sing. He played harmonium very well. Rasa 
himself acknowledged that he was tempted to compose poetry by his 
spiritual guide Nawab-ud-din Punjabi. Later, he had an inkling at the 
chrine of Astar-ud-din Wali® to start composing poetry in his mother 
tongue. He, therefore, started composing poetry in Urdu as well as 
Kashmiri. During the same time, he developed acquaintances with Brij 
Mohan Kaefi Ditatarya, Rawish Siddiqui, Jigar Murad Abadi, Hafeez 
Jalandhati, Seemab Akbar Abadi, etc. that kept him more inclined to- 
wards the Urdu language. His works, an amalgam of mysticism and 
romanticism, continued to appear in different journals and magazines 
of the state and country. These beautiful works are rich in refined tech- 
niques of Persian poetry. 

One can understand the sweetness of Rasa’s language and the depth 
of his thought presented in a lucid yet eloquent flow of his words only 
after personally reading his different Urdu and Kashmiri works. 
Whereas he is regarded as the King of Ghazals, on the one hand, his 
Nazms (poems) deal with human psychology and express human pas- 
sions besides depicting sights and scenes from Nature. These works 
are a testimony to Rasa Sahib’s mastery over the techniques of emo- 
tional expression, Allegory, and Imagery in his words. Poems like 
Bachpan Ki Yaad (lit: A Nostalgia of Childhood), Lay lo ye Seraie 
Phool {lit.: Take Away these Wild Flowers], Dehgaan [lit.: & Villager 
or A Peasant], Subh-e-Zindagi (lit: The Dawn of Life], Barf Baari 
Ulit.: Snowfall], Toufan (Jit.: The Storm] and Saavan (lit.: Rainy Sea- 
Son] ate his most-famous Urdu poems, in which he seems, in the 
‘Words of Assadullah Wani, ‘too occupied in painting different scenes 

ike a Sensitive artist’. All of these Nazms bring him close to the Con- 
‘emporary Poetry. In the words of Dr Mohi-ud-Din Qadri Zor, “He 
138 not only an accomplished poet of Urdu and Kashmiri languages 

ut also an intellectual. His works are not stained by any imitation or 
Pretense.” His Naat [Naai: Poetry. written in praise of Prophet Mu- 


ammad?* in Urdu and Kashmiri languages have also gained huge 
Popularity, 
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At last, this ever radiating light presenting a myriad spectrum of 
human emotions through his Urdu and Kashmiri poetry, finally doused 
away once for all on 27" May 1979 AD with Rasa Sahib’s demise. In 
his memory, the State’s Cultural Academy published special editions of 
Shiraza (Kashmiri) and Shiraza (Urdu). His poetry works have already 


been mentioned in this volume. 


Khazar Jo Bhat (Bhalesa) 


‘The ancestors of Khazar Jo Bhat who was the father of Ghulam 
Rasool Azad and grandfather of Ghulam Nabi Azad had migrated 
from Kokernag Kashmir to Bhalesa. They had initially settled at Vil- 
lage Changa and later moved to Village Soti. Khazar Jo Bhat was born 
in the same village. He was a tall man known for his courage, honesty, 
and cheerfulness. Because of his boldness to undertake various chari- 
table and social works, he had gained popularity across the region. He 
liked distributing eatables among the poor and needy as much as 
serving the travellers the best he could. It was because of his vision 
that he could educate and instill the same values in his son Ghulam 
Rasool Azad and also succeeded in teaching his second son Rehmat- 
ullah Bhat, (the father of Ghulam Nabi Azad) different tricks and 
concepts of the Contract business, Social Justice and Politics, after his 
initial education. The collective contribution of his family was never 
confined to the areas of Bhalesa, Bhadarwah or the state of Jammu 
and Kashmir, but also reached the National and International level 
through the sincerity and Political wisdom of his grandson Ghulam 
Nabi Azad. 


Dr Pritam Nath Kotwal 


Dr Pritam Nath Kotwal belonged to a famous Kotwal family of 
Bhalrah. He is one of the first and foremost doctors that the region 
produced. Immensely capable and full of humanity, he was always seen 
very empathetic towards poor people. He is also counted as one of the 
first doctors appointed at Bhadarwah Hospital. Until he ana 
last, he kept on serving the people from his home located along | 
Road near Girl's Higher Secondary School. 
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pr Ram Nath Parihar | 
Inthe entire Medical Faculty of the State of Jammu and Kashmir, 
Ram Nath Parihar was the most popular of the doctors of undivided 
Dr ict Doda. He was widely regarded as a capable and intense, yet an 
rs and understanding doctor. In his early days, he was posted as 
an Assistant Surgeon and then served as Superintendent at S.M.G.S 
Hospital Jammu for a long time. He was later promoted as the Director 
of Health Department and also retired at the same post. He has passed 
away a few years ago. Until his last breath, he never severed his relation- 
ship with the people of Bhadarwah. During his stay at Jammu, he 
would often visit his native village Gwadi in summers. His contribu- 
tion and love for his motherland can never be forgotten. 


Dr Janki Nath Manhas 


Dr Janki Nath Manhas was one of the first doctors of the state, who 
was Awarded Fellowship of the Royal Society, London those days. He 
ton delivering his services in an excellent manner, wherever posted in 
aes Medical Service. He used to love meeting people and stroll in 
“ry expanses around his home at Mohalla Khakhal in Bhadarwah. 


Lala Govind Ram Gupta 


I 
Gaede Teaching Fraternity of Bhadarwah, the name of Lala 


Was the Sgt Pr den is often recalled in high respect and regards. He 
tices. He taduate of the region who was trained in Teaching Prac- 
"Me becans ars his BA along with B.Ed. and earned a huge 
Master for ine nus soberness and talent. After serving as the Head- 

Us Gupr . as, he retired from his service. He belonged to the 
Was locate Pta family of Bhadarwah. One of his personal bungalows 
“Wfeted hy 18 the banks of a Canal in the reat side of Atalgarh thar 


Ps "otaliiet oven - the floods. The family has produced many great 


Waj 
Won cnn Roo Aad 
mad Bhat on ee é, Rasool Azad was born to Khwaja Khazar Muham- 
©vember 1916 AD (17 Kartik 1973 Bikrami) at vil- 
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lage Soti Bhalesa area. His ancestors had migrated from Koker nag 
Kashmir and settled in Soti village of Bhalesa. Azad Sahib did his pri- 
mary schooling from Primary School Kilhotran whereas he passed his 
Middle and Matriculation examinations from S.A. High School Nagar 
Bhadarwah. He later completed his BA from Prince of Wales College 
Jammu and then obtained his MA degree in Mathematics from Lahore 
University. 
As Kashmir’s Freedom Movement was on its peak those days, Azad 
Sahib got associated with Punjab Student’s Federation. He also got a 
chance to visit Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru and 
Moulana Abu Kalam Azad those days. He was appointed as a teacher in 
S.A. High School Bhadarwah in the year 1941 AD. Later, he was ap- 
pointed as a teacher of Mathematics at Ranbir High School Jammu. 
After joining this place, he emerged as one of the important leaders of 
the All Jammu and Kashmir Teachers Association. Being a part of the 
association, he was suspended along with some of his colleagues for 
organizing a strike in demand for a salary hike for the teachers. Under 
the increasing pressure from fellow teachers and prominent students on 
the government, Azad Sahib’s companions were reappointed; however, 
he was completely dismissed from service. After getting appointed 
again in the year 1947 AD by Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah, he was 
Sent on a mission to former District Doda for containing the commu- 
nal riots and restoring the religious harmony of the place. A police off- 
cer conspired against him at Illaqa Duraab (in Doda) and he was jailed. 
It is said that it was because of his non-compliance with the corrupt 
‘eace Mission to succeed 
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After completing a one-year Teaching Course in England, he was ap- 
inted as the Principal of R.S. Pora Higher Secondary School, upon 
‘asian He also worked as a Special Officer in Doda, Udhampur, 
Poonch, and Rajouri for some time and submitted a Survey Report of 
these areas to the government. In the year 1956 AD, he was married the 
second time to Fatima Begum Ji, the daughter of Khwaja Ghulam Mu- 
hammad Kichloo of Kishtwar. During 1955-1969 AD, he served as the 
Founding President of Teachers Federation and also as the Joint Secre- 
tary of National Conference at the regional level. After retiring in the 
year 1957 AD, he successfully contested for the seat of Teachers in the 
Legislative Council in the Jammu region. He kept representing teachers 
until the year 1962 AD. After continuing being a member of the Coun- 
cil from 1962 to 1963 AD, he resigned and was appointed as the Dep- 
ay Director Jammu. After it, he kept on serving at many high designa- 
tons. Azad Sahib was appointed as the Director School Education 
J&K in 1969 AD. He retired from this post in 1971 AD. He was a 
can of many State Boards afterwards and also remained associated 
eRelasanr and political organizations post-1978 AD. He also 
Colle at ¢ Principal of College of Education Jammu and Degree 
ue adarwah; and also as Deputy Director Education Srinagar 
n ie, his professional career. 
Political a a career, Azad Sahib always pitted against corruption, 
bribing, ite ARGON, communalism, dictatorship, black-marketing, 
ce, ie ei Nepotism, poverty, and other social evils like igno- 
brothe ~ ined and falsehood; while advocating the virtues of universal 
© Was a bess communal harmony, Collective Prosperity, and Justice. 
a es of many qualities since his childhood. He was fearless, 
“Ntite life for Te, truthful, liberal and pious, a man who dedicated his 
In Addition clping the poor and the prosperity of teaching fraternity. 
Pert in is all these virtues, he was an excellent teacher and an Ex- 
“comp lthed ee His journalism was unstained and he was equally 
is |: 'n his Political and Social career. A lot has been written 


On h : 
1 
help d . and works. Mr Muhammad Iqbal Zargar (Principal) has 


Wie te his autobiography, ‘Jid-o-Jahad’ (lit.: The Strife or 


¢ Mr Ghulam Rasool Chowganiin his ‘Yaadoun key 
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thie Imprints of Memories} has also presented his love and 
es Sahib. He passed away on 24" January 1995 AD at the 
government residence of his elder son Dr Tariq Azad in Jammu, leaving 
behind him a pool of admirers drowned in eternal grief. Thousands of 
mourners and his supporters participated in his Janazah [Muslim's last 
rites]. He was laid to rest at the biggest graveyard of Jammu. Because of 
his huge love of Bhadarwah, he had got his private house ‘Kranti Ash- 
ram’ constructed at village Chaka. His talented son Dr Tariq Azad is a 
renowned Surgeon Specialist of the State. 


Professor Abdul Aziz Bhat 


Professor Abdul Aziz Bhat was born in the renowned Bhat family of 
village Kilhotran Tehsil Bhalesa, to Khwaja Sulla Bhat on 26 July 1916 
AD. He was a classmate of Ghulam Rasool Azad since childhood until 
the 10" Class, Then he passed his BA from Prince of Wales College 
Jammu in 1938 AD, where he was adequately groomed by his teachers. 
Despite many unfavorable circumstances that his family faced, in his 
own words, ‘Allah miraculously bestowed him with the chances to 
complete his MA Arabic and LLB course from Aligarh Muslim Univer- 
sity’. Upon the suggestion of Ghulam-al-Syedain, he passed the exam 
of B.T. (Bachelor's in Teaching) in high grades. He also cleared Munshi 
Fazil exam in First Class, After excelling in high grades throughout his 
academic career, he got appointed as the Second-Teacher in Kishtwar 
High School in the year 1941 AD, Within a few months, he was pro- 
ian a - ais Inspector of Schools at the same place. He later 
as a Ree in high positions in the Education Depart- 
Jammu respectivel Dur * ecrurer and Headmaster at Mirpur ate 
Syeda: Wand das rie uring the 1947 AD riots, he along with his wife 
were to-be taken t ‘Paki van faye Patt of the caravan of rome 

©’ akistan from Jammu but were killed by some ex- 


tremists on 5" and 6 November 1 
947 AD i : 
mu. Although his dau at some distance from Jam 


ghter fell Prey to the bullets of rioters, the couple 
a. lier = 9 se miraculously. Aziz Sahib writes in his own 
the hands of iirSheng a y members including children were killed at 


uring the communal riots of Jammu. Materi- 
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s worth lakhs of rupees were also plundered.” He served as the 
al a8 Inspector of Schools in Anantnag. Later, he also completed a 
ee Training Course in England along with Ghulam Rasool Azad 
a and others in 1956 AD. He was appointed as the Principal of 
Bhadarwah Degree College the same year. He was later also appointed 
asthe Deputy Director of Education Department Kashmir. After it, he 
graciously served the chair of Registrar Jammu and Kashmir University 
from 1962-1969 AD. After the branching out of Jammu University, he 
continued serving as a Registrar for Kashmir University. He retired 
ftom Government services in the year 1974 AD. After the formation of 
College of Education at Sopore by Muslim Education Trust, he dedi- 
atedly worked as the Principal of this college for the next five years. In 
the year 1986 AD, he laid the foundation of College of Education in 
Model Institute of Education Jammu and was appointed as the Advisor 


of the Director of the College Mr Arvin Gupta. He has also authored 
many books, 


Professor Ab 
truthfulness, 
e 


dul Aziz Bhat adhered to the principles of honesty, 
self-reliance, universality, and humanity throughout his 
to eee a Nery sincere and sober man, full of integrity and passion 
use of be his Society, He is highly respected in all social circles be- 
tom thi "S Principles. A few years ago, his wife Syeda Ji passed away 
M temporal world after a brief spell of illness. 
by Muhammad Anwar (Former M.L.A.) 
4 ie pithammad Anwar was born in village Soti Bhalesa. He was 
Class ga B, “mary School Kilhotran until 5" class and later passed his 
1947 ap 1 ™iBations from Bhadarwah High School. Before the year 
Mali, He * Worked as a clerk at the frm of Munshi Ghulam Rasool 
kim 88 the ie 4 very sensible and visionary man. Azad Sahib nominated 
itical jj see “at of National Conference in Bhalesa, thus starting his 
Fie, Pointed the government of Bakshi Ghulam Muhammad, 
ah tly Ward “San M.L.A. Later, he won the elections in Inderwal 
bead’ tied his 3 hulam Rasool Azad was his mentor in Politics. He 
He Way, “st to resolve all the issues that the area of Bhalesa 
“Y amiable, dutiful and simple man. 
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Professor Sultan Muhammad Khan 


Professor Sultan Muhammad Khan was born to Mr Atta Muham- 
mad Khan at village Sanwara Bhalesa. His lineage connects to Yousuf 
Zai family of Kandhar, a city of Afghanistan. Khan Sahib received his 
initial education from Bhalesa and Jater cleared his 10" class examina- 
tions from Amar Singh High School Bhadarwah in 1941 AD. After- 
wards, he completed his BA in Jammu in 1944 AD. During 1951- 
1952 AD, he completed his MA and LLB from Aligarh Muslim 
University and returned to Bhadarwah to practice law. 

Soon after the democratic government of Sheikh Muhammad Ab- 
dullah came to power, he was appointed as a member of the Debt Rec- 
onciliation Board. He got appointed as an Urdu Lecturer in Gandhi 
Memorial Science College Jammu in the year 1955 AD. He kept on 
teaching in various Jammu Colleges until his retirement. He also proved 
his mettle as an officer of National Cadet Corps (N.C.C.) where he 
enjoyed huge popularity among Cadets. On the other hand, he also 
kept helping people of his native place along with all those he found 
needy; In the laying of Thathri-Kilhotran road, he proved himself as a 
great support to Ghulam Rasool Azad Sahib. 

In the words of Professor Sheikh Muhammad Ayub: “He was in- 
nately sincere, kind-hearted and a generous host who had great sympa- 
thy towards the poor. Nobody could compete with him as a host. A lot 
of people, that he deemed God-sent, could be seen arriving at his home 
at any time whatsoever, more in winters than summers. His loving wife 
would always completely stand by him in welcoming these guests. : 

Khan Sahib had a close association with Pirs and Fageers [lit.: Saint- 
ly men and Mystic Wanderers}, including those incerested in occultism: 
He was a strong devotee of Islamic Saints. He was also very PA 
different social and religious affairs. He shall always be ancaini ‘, 
especially for rehabilitating the devastated Muslims of 1947 riots, we 2 
not only got them educated and facilitated their marriages 2h ent 
helped in getting the rooms of Custodian and the Augaf ane 
allotted for their residential purposes. In the words of Mali oa 
Anand, “Moulana Sheikh Abdul Rehman, former Member Parliament 
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and former Administrator Augaf-e-lslamig 
all of his friends and family, li 


ved ina 8evernment residen dj 
an old mosque of Mohalla Mast Garh, iia 


Pices and was p 


ersonally associated with spiri- 
ions, he would 


often travel to many cities like 
Rajouri, Kathua, Udhampur, Bhadarwah, Doda, 
al Pradesh and Punjab. In the year 1947 AD, Abdul 
ng with his son Muhammad Abdullah Qureshi and 
other family Members was also among the refugees, who were deceived 
* the pretext of being sent safely to Pakistan, but were instead killed 
mercilessly along the way in November 1947 AD. A total of 21 mem- 
bets ofthis family were killed in this attack by the rioters. However, 
Ul Qayoom and his two elder brothers survived the massacre mirac- 
Susy. Then an cight or a nine-year-old, Abdul Qayoom and e 
mothers Were taken by a business family to Delhi as domestic help, 
Where both of is brothers somehow got separated from him later, 2 
1, be found gain. In the year 1948 AD, he returned to Jammu be 
is help of some kind-hearted Dogra Hindu who, with the sup Caikl 
Altay Puri Sahib, handed over the helpless boy to Moulana a 
ha man. Sultan Khan acted as a big brother in see = 
waning 8°vernment employment to Abdul Qayoom, tgled Shu- 
hah hin ‘0 marry Fatima Bibi, the daughter of a sree village Tehsil 
hal Salaria of Chak Salaria hamlet of betes along with his 
fami Uhab-ud-din Salaria had migrated to ene anarchy of 
a ' the year 1947 AD, However, as a he decided to come 
back ce While Continuously missing his home mall the Muslim houses 
hag h “Ta span of three or four years. aon lands were occupied by 
“he own by the rioters while their 
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Hindu immigrants in Chak Salaria, he came back to Jammu where he 
lived in a house of the Custodian for many years at Talaab Khatiyan, 
Professor Sultan Muhammad Khan and Shuhab-ud-din Salaria were 
also neighbours at Talaab Khatiyan, Jammu. [2] 

Professor Sultan Muhammad Khan was a great believer of Tradition- 
al Medicinal Practices of India and he would prepare a lot of medicines 
for many common ailments. Books, Journals, magazines and a lot of 
newspapers would lie around in his multi-purpose bedroom. One 
could also see numerous bottles full of Extracts and dried medicinal 
herbs in the room. His friends would gather in the same room to make 
some serious and interesting conversations. In the year 1990 AD, Pro- 
fessor Sahib got blessed to undertake the Holy Pilgrimage to Mecca 


(Hajj). At last, he passed away in June 2004 AD. What gem of a person 
he was! May his soul rest in peace! !) 


Abdul Haq Suharwardy 


In the words of Ghulam Hussain Padar: “Molvi Abdul Al-Samad 
Suharwardy came to Bhadarwah from Kashmir where he was appoint- 
ed as the Imam of the Jamia Masjid. After him, his son Abdul Wahid 
Suharwardy performed the duties at his place, followed by Wahid Sa- 
hib’s son Molvi Abdul Aziz. He had four sons. After the death of his 
father, the eldest son Alhaj Ghulam Hussain became the Imam of the 
ees ee Bhadarwah. The name of his second son is Abdul Haq 

‘ larwardi. Hagq Sahib secured the first position in Matriculation ex- 
amination from Punjab University Lahore, despite the fact that his f- 
nancial conditions were very bad at the time and he had no resources 


© not only Bhadarwah but also the entire state of Jammu and 
ahs 2 1947 AD, the year of Partition, nobody could break his 
making results when he secured 724 marks out of 840 in his 


B. aa 

rere from Lahore Islamia College before obtaining his 

Kashmir Civil oie from Aligarh, Later, he also stood first in the 
ivil Service Examinations (K.AS.). During the 1947 AD 


Tiots, he was a oitited ; 
rehabilitation - age fap eeute with Colonel Adalat Khan for the 
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guharwardy Sahib left to Pakistan with the last convoy that left from 
. agar to Sialkot through the route of Sucheet Garh on 24® October 
SAAD. Soon after his arrival, he was first appointed as the Secretary 
ie larer as the Chief Secretary in Azad Kashmir. He also served as the 
Joint Secretary in Pakistan’s Federal Government before his retirement. 
Among his brothers, his third brother Abdul Hafeez Suharwardy is 
presently settled in England whereas his other brother Alhaj Faizullah 
Guharwardy works as an Accountant at the Treasury of Bhadarwah.) 


Khwaja Abdul Samad Thag 


After receiving his high education, Khwaja Abdul Samad Thag was 
appointed at a good post in the Food and Supplies Department, J&K 
during the reign of Maharaja Hari Singh at Mirpur (present-day Azad 
Kashmir). He could not visit his home during the 1947 riots. After 
becoming a part of the Administrative Structure of Occupied Kashmir 
(Azad Kashmir), and serving as a part of the Council of Ministers; he 
later gave preference to the teaching profession than administration, 
and kept on working as a College Professor until his retirement. A lot 
of people from his clan migrated to Sialkot and Muzzafarabad during 


the government of Bakshi Ghulam Muhammad. He was virtuous and 
an honest man. 


Kotwal Mansa Bam 


Paik ey of educationists in Bhadarwah, one of the most 
of Dandi) me ebrated names is that of Kotwal Mansa Ram (a resident 
Neve © shall always be remembered in deep reverence. The land 
Mathemati Produce his parallel in the fields of teaching Science and 
*Pector an cs. He was appointed as a teacher, Headmaster, District In- 
Proved hims if puty Director Education at the regional level; and he 
tties, He aes successful in all these teaching or administrative capac- 
war beca @ handsome man and a caring teacher who was very POP- 
foe ors of his cheerful and respectful behavior. His chest ovet- 
"ligig Mee love of his motherland that dominated any sort of 
"ult. Hig ‘ations within him. Humility was one of his characteristic 
on Satish Kumar Kotwal retired as a Chief Engineer, while 
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serves as a Block Medical Officer in the State’s 


his second son presently 
Health Department. 


Kotwal Chuni Lal 
The name of Late Kotwal Chuni Lal shall always be remembered 
among the famous legislators of Bhadarwah. He was born to Shri Arjan 
Dev Kotwal at Mohalla Khakhal in Bhadarwah. After receiving his de- 
gree in Law, he started his practice at Bhadarwah. He became a part of 
Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah’s National Conference during 1950- 
1951 AD and was declared successful on 31° October 1951 AD in 
Assembly Ward Bhadarwah in the Assembly Elections. After the arrest 
of Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah, he was declared successful in the 
1957 AD Assembly Elections during the government of Bakshi Ghu- 
lam Muhammad. His victories continued during 1962 AD to 1967 
AD in different elections until Bhadarwah Assembly Ward was declared 
reserved for a Scheduled Caste Candidate in the year 1967 AD. Be- 
cause of his capabilities, he kept on serving as a State Minister during 
1951 AD-1967 AD at different occasions. During this time, he was 
dedicated to serving the people, especially of the Bhadarwah region. 
His valuable contribution as a Minister for Public Works has always 
been hailed. All of his four sons are currently appointed at high posts in 
the State government. 


Khwaja Abdul Gani Goni 


Khwaja Abdul Gani Goni was born to Khwaja Ghulam Hassan Goni 
on 16 June 1920 AD in Bhadarwah town. After receiving his initial 
education (till the 10" Class) at a local school, he completed his BA 
from Prince of Wales College Jammu. Later, he passed his LLB degree in 
First Division from Banaras Hindu University in the year 1948 AD. 
During 1942 AD-1946 AD, he excellently dispatched his duties as 
Viceroy Commissioner in Indian Army. In 1948 AD, he cleared his CS. 
Gudicial) examinations and was thus selected as a First Class Judicial 
Magistrate. However, he preferred to choose social and political services 
over this post and during the same time (1947-1948 AD) he voluntarily 
offered his arrest to the authorities as a Student Leader many times. In 
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me, he simultaneously started his practice at different courts 
He was selected as a member of the State Legislative Assem- 
ig the state : ; aha 
., 1951 AD and served continuously as an M.L.A until the year 
pages He got arrested in the year 1953 AD for being a part of the 
ae against the arrest of Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah and was im- 
prisoned until 1956 AD. He also worked as the Chief Parliamentary 
Secretary during 1958-1962 AD. In addition to it, he also acted as a 
Regional Whip of the Northern States as a Member of Lok Sabha. He 
was also a Member of the Advisory Committee of Ministry of External 
Affairs, and of Industries and Commerce. During 1967-1970 AD, he 
served as a State Minister for Finance, Agriculture and Cooperatives in 
the State Cabinet. He was later made a member of Council of Ministers 
duting 1970-1972 AD and served as Minister for Industry, Electricity, 
Public Health, Agriculture, Irrigation and Urban Development and 
Housing, etc. During March 1972 AD to September 1977 AD, he also 
D the gracious chair of the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. 
“ning the same time, he was also a part of many other National and 
Seta Organizations. He once again proved his merit by partici- 
He se se nee Wealth Parliamentary Conference in London. 
Alot oP aw ae Founding President of Plebiscite Front. 
is career inch a were also conferred upon Khwaja Goni Sahib during 
bythe King of fo ense Medal, Victory Medal and Welcome Med- 
AD Hews . Jordan, A Doctorate was conferred upon him in 1982 
teas ltteress © an Indian Diplomat in Oman and Jordan. His special 
Band Dea. include External Affairs, Administration, Proposal-Mak- 
1'Bhis Big Pment Works. He has also authored many books, includ- 
nhs te Saday ¢ Baaz Gashr, ‘Thaag aur Goni’ (A collection of 
eat), sae Mr eollahi (Life of Peer Baba Bads-ud-din Belgaon, 
Ba). Rosen 7 Kbudlawandi” (Life of Peer Baba Badhan Ali Shah” 
“2 Gash re the Desert’ is currently under publication. Sadaye 
Ble 4 entire life in nsiderable light on his works and intellect. 
Maye St them, yy 2OT Sahib is a tale of his hardships and his scrug- 
raul fhumse.. V3 Very sober, amiable, and eloquent; a graceful 
be ore saat, He would never bear ill-will against anybody and 
| ing alongside his enemies. In addition to his 


the same ti 
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hard work, patriotism, and intelligence, his principals of Universal 
Brotherhood, Justice and Equality helped him emerge as a popular So- 
cial and Political leader of the times. 

With the help of his companions, he played a very important role in 
the construction of an Inter-College road, Chamba-Bhadarwah road, 
Bhadarwah-Basohli road, Bhadarwah-Chinta Jai road, and Thathri- 
Kilhotran road, besides starting many other developmental works in 
the area. He was always ready to help common masses, He helped in 
admitting a lot of regional students in various Professional Colleges 
while also helping many other qualified people to get the required jobs. 
Although he currently lives in Baghat Barzulla area of Srinagar, his 
heart never forgets his dearest town Bhadarwah. 


Abdul Khaliq Malik 


Munshi Abdul Rehman Malik was a famous petition writer of Bha- 
darwah. After imparting proper education to his two sons Malik Abdul 
Khaliq and Nazir Ahmad Malik, he got them appointed in Revenue 
Department of the State. Abdul Khaliq was his elder son who was ini- 
tially appointed as a Naib-Tehsildar and then Tehsildar before being 
promoted as a Deputy Commissioner. Upon hearing the news of the 


completion of his BA degree, (Late) Rasa Sahib had instantly dedicated 
a couplet to him: 


Yaar BA hogaye agyaar BA hogaye 
Hazrat-e-Khalig bhi aakhir kaar BA hogaye 


My friend is now a BA, many others are now a BA 


Look Khaliq sahib finally did his BA! 


During the reign of Bakshi Ghulam Muhamma d, he was counted 
bob ae nie advieors and workers of Bakshi Sahib. After remain- 
rte rein mee eae he finally retired from his service. During the 
hib that now hee sith he delivered a special task for Bakshi Sa- 
candidates as ih es rks importance. It was him who declared a lot of 
while rejecting th . Aye ithour facing any opposition in these elections 

8 te nomination papers of all the Opposition Candidates. 
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gtalig Sahib was @ very amiable person who was however known to fa- 
ie friends in his official capacity. His brother Nazir Ahmad Malik 
ia as Assistant Commissioner Revenue and then started practicing 
a He too passed away in Kashmir in the year 2008. 
sheikh Ghulam Rasool 

Among the famous personalities of Bhadarwah, Sheikh Ghulam Ra- 
sool, former Chief Conservator of Forests holds a very important place. 
He was probably the first Muslim from Bhadarwah Jagir who qualified 
a D.D.R. degree and was promoted from a Range Officer to a D.EO. 
before getting retired from a very respectable post of Conservator of 
Forests. During his service, he appointed many other deserving candi- 
dates at different posts and also highly educated all of his sons Dr Iqbal, 
Sheikh Ghulam Muhammad, and Sheikh Ghulam Mustafa. 


Professor Ram Ratan Parihar 


ips Ram Ratan was a very bright teacher, who because of pro- 

Uren capabilities and talent had earned a lot of prestige at Jammu 

saa: Maes also used to visit his homeland Bhadarwah whenever 

iach € passed away a few years ago that spread a wave of grief 
is hundreds of students and admirers alike. 


Professor Shankar Lal Parihar 


Pro 

Pens Shankar Lal Parihar was counted among the finest College 
of Wales 7 ag, region. He majorly served as a Lecturer at Prince 
Ment. Upon Jammu (present-day Science College), until his retire- 
"sidents who is death a few years ago, it was not only the Bhadarwah 
Jammu te Were aggrieved but also scores of his other admirers living 
duting his Bion felt the same loss. He used to visit his motherland 


lged and *ervices and was very attached to the kids from underprivi- 


"emote areas, 


‘Aster Ch 
Mg, 2ndu Lal Kotwal (Bhalesa) 


Wter Ch 
ry 
~ F the Seat se Lal Kotwal, a resident of Chensar, is considered as 
ar social workers of Bhalesa. After clearing his 10% class 
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examinations from Punjab University Lahore along with Khwaja Ghu- 
lam Rasool Azad and Khwaja Abdul Aziz Bhat, he helped educate 
scores of local children by opening a Parshala (traditional school) for 
them in his village Chensar. Despite belonging to an affluent family, he 
didn’t leave his village for his own Higher Studies. Instead, he decided 
to stay back and educate the kids of the area. This is one of the prime 
reasons how many residents of Chensar village, including a huge num- 
ber of his relatives, succeeded in getting appointed at many high posts 
in the government services. He was later posted in the Cooperatives 
Department where he retired as an Extension Officer. 


Justice Iqbal Krishan Kotwal 


Justice Iqbal Krishan Kotwal Sahib belonged to Sarol bagh village 
of Bhadarwah. After receiving his LLB degree, he practiced law in 
Bhadarwah for a long time. During the same time, he developed an 
ailment in his lungs due to which he had to be shifted to Jammu where 
his practice luckily flourished, Because of his excellent performance, 
he was appointed as a Judge at the High Court of Jammu. He served 
at the post for a long time before getting retired. Later, he also led 
some government constituted Commissions in the state. He was 2 very 


intelligent and friendly man who took great pride in the beaury of 
Bhadarwah. 


Pandit Bhagwan Das Razdan 
A lot of people from the Razd. 1 i 
Sarin eg an clan had migrated to Bhadarwah 


have also served 


Master Chuni Lal Kotwal 


Whereas on the one hand: the nam i 
; ¢ of Master Chuni Lal Kotwal is 
respectfully recalled among the famous teachers of Bhadarwah because 
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ent teaching skills, his indispensable role in the Promotion 
* Bhada rwah language and Literature, can never be forgotten on the 
wher. He is counted among the most accomplished poets of the Bha- 
jawahi language whose works have infused a new spirit into the fairs 
and festivals of the region. One can easily feel the sincerity of his love 
forhis motherland, by the following couplet: 


Fejan Badla hai kadey kaal merey mitla, eejan badla hai kadey Kal 
Heeran Badla heer-o-haal merey mitla, heeran badla heer-o-haal 


of his excell 


Come over to Bhadarwah sometime, my friend 
Come over taking out some time 
Discover how it has been without you 
Come over and see it for yourself sometime. 


There is a dire need to compile and publish the works of Master 
Chuni Lal Kotwal so that they get preserved for the forthcoming times. 


Dr Muhammad Akbar Malik 


; Dt Muhammad Akbar Malik was born on 23% March 1923 AD in 
sig Udrana Bhadarwah. After clearing his 10° Class from a local 
: School, he passed his FSc examinations from Prince of Wales 
hs se Jammu, However, because of the 1947 AD riots, he had to quit 
See and A.H. course that he was pursuing from ace 
Year i University Lahore. However, he completed the course in . 
tions et AD and was also awarded a Gold medal in his final te 
eld at Hissar Veterinary College. He got appointed asa aos 
tl ‘stant Surgeon in Bhadarwah. After continuous ET 
dear Partment of Animal Breeding, he was made the cage ae 
He gs and later retired from the same post in the year es 
Dating lies to a very noble lady Ghulam Fatima ae ae 
Re ty f € year 2000 AD, he was fortunate to take che SS eas 
se and at last, passed away from this ae ; 
big, besides ee was very ie ae See nd fob 
Nluded «eo God-fearing social wo fet 
Bardening, reading and animal rearing: 
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Khwaja Ghulam Muhammad Daand 


Khwaja Ghulam Muhammad Daand was employed in the Health 
Department of the State. He is said to have served National Conference 
in ‘mind, body and spirit’ who supported Sher-t-Kashmir Sheikh Mu- 
hammad Abdullah till 1953 AD. Later, he joined Bakshi Ghulam Mu- 
hammad and his brother Bakshi Rasheed. He was not only a resolved 
Politician or'a great social worker but also a visionary and sympathetic 
man who was always seen striving to serve the people. He was also a 
great believer in Universal Brotherhood. 


Lala Shaam Lal Gupta 


As a big businessman and a good social worker, Lala Shaam Lal 
Gupta has always been remembered in high esteem and reverence. He 
used to live at Mohalla Qillah before the riots of 1947 AD. However, 
after his house was torched by some extremists, he shifted to his other 
house at Mohalla Haveli. He also served as the President of Bhadarwah 
Byopar Mandal \lit.: Bhadarwah Bussiness Circle or Cummunity] for a 
long time. He was a great promoter of Communal Harmony. He owned 
a big drapery shop in Seri market. Khwaja Abdul Rehman Sabiri and 
Lala Amarnath etc. were some other members of the Mandal. 


Lala Changu Shah 
The name of Lala Changu Shah is ver 
nessmen of Bhadarwah. His 


District Hospital that he pro 
extremists are said to have t 


y popular among the big busi- 
shops existed adjacent to the present day 
bably sold off after 1947 AD. Some of the 
respassed into his newly constructed house 
in the year 1941 due to which the house was razed down. Unfortunate- 
ly, it iad the same house that later triggered riots across Bhadarwah. 
Lala Ji was personally a very noble and popular man. Ic is quite possible 
that these gunmen might have stormed into his house upan the direc- 
tions of some ill-willed relative, The incident has also given birth to a 
regional proverb- karma, kisney Kitta, Apu--Chut andartey pho [Who 
did the blunder ? You yourself are responsible for it!]". It is also worth 
mentioning thac some of their neighbours at Mohalla Qillah had safely 
evacuated his family along with some other Hindu neighbours, and 
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k them to Bhadarwah fort, while the gunmen hidden inside their 
abe at Sarafan market became a flashpoint of communal riots. 


Lala Amarnath Shah 


Lala Amarnath Shah was again a businessman and a social worker of 
Bhadarwah who firmly believed in communal Harmony of humans. 
His shop was located in Seeri market Bhadarwah. He was a great friend 
and admirer of Bhadarwah’s famous poet Rasa Javedani, (Late) Rasa 
would be often seen engaged in a conversation at Lala Ji’s shop. His 
constructive role during the communal riots of Bhadarwah shall always 


be seen with huge respect. Having lived a long life, he passed away re- 
cently in Kathua. 


Kotwal Kripa Ram 


Although Kotwal Kripa Ram was associated with his shop most of 
the time, yet he was always interested in politics. He was counted 
among the initial workers of Jan Sangh after his formation in Bhadar- 
oe He actively participated in the Praja Parishad Agitation in 1953 


along with other workers. He was a well-mannered man who great- 
ly loved his motherland, 


Chowdary Ahmad Ju Ganai 


| ae personality of Mohalla Haveli Bhadarwah, Chowdary Ah- 
Aion oe was a leader of Muslim Conference right from its incep- 
Visits a Was considered a very important social worker. During the 
rangem howdary Ghulam Abbas to Doda region, he made all the ar- 
ment at for Organizing rallies. He was also arrested by the govern- 
Vere ph harassed a lot behind the bars. Once he also underwent se- 
i) sical torture along with Munshi Dilawar Baksh; however, he 

oe ‘0 change his stand. Along with famous businessman 
ma Qadir Jo Khateeb, Malik Ghulam Ahmad, Khwaja Abdul Reh- 
Sharif Biker Khwaja Habib-ullah Tak, and Khwaja Mohammad 
Sent of 4 he would resolve many small local disputes with the con- 
wah the parties. He also worked a lot in restoring peace in 

during the riots of 1947 AD, 
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Kotwal Swami Raj Vakil 

After receiving a degree in Law, Kotwal Swami Raj practiced in Bha- 
darwah and Doda. He was a robust political worker who was associated 
with Jan Sangh until his last breath. He also served as a regional presi- 
dent of Praja Parishad for long. It has now been a long time when he 


passed away. 


Sheikh Muhammad Ibrahim 


Sheikh Muhammad Ibrahim, a resident of Mohalla Qillah Bhadar- 
wah was regarded as an active member of Muslim Conference and 
Plebiscite Front. Personally a very sympathetic man, he was also very 
active in different religious and social activities in the region. By rescu- 
ing a lot of Mahajan elders and their other companions to Bhadarwah 
Fort in the dark of the nights, he did a brave and commendable job of 
saving them from a possible mishap during the communal riots of 1947 
AD. Sheikh Muhammad Ibrahim was also a good orator. 


Dr Sheikh Muhammad Iqbal 


Professor (Dr) Sheikh Muhammad Iqbal was the son of Sheikh 
Ghulam Rasool (retired Conservator of Forests). After receiving his 
M.Sc degree in Chemistry, Dr Sahib obtained his Ph.D. from England. 
He worked as a Lecturer in the Department of Chemistry at Science 
College Jammu for a long time where he later also served as a Professor 
and then as a H.O.D too. He always helped the students of remote 
areas, especially from undivided District Doda, Poonch, Rajouri, Ud- 
hampur and Kathua, the best he could, besides consistently encourag- 
ing them to go ahead. He was later appointed as Joint Director of Ed- 
ial Department Jammu. In this official capacity, he helped a lot of 
oe candidates get requisite jobs in the department while also 

'ping teachers and his officers in general. He used to personally sur- 
vey different schools in far-flung areas and would accordingly give sug- 
cae their respective administrations for their betterment. He 
ent s ‘ i make up for the shortage of staff or infrastructure in differ- 

cools. After a few years, he started serving as the Principal of 
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darwah Degree College. During the same time, he was diagnosed 
Bhs fateful disease and later passed away, probably in the year 1979 
a nifferent Educational institutions, teachers and his admirers from 
de entive region expressed their condolences at the loss. He was excep- 
tionally well-behaved, sympathetic and a humble man. Besides being a 
highly capable teacher, he was also very popular as an officer who would 
never shy away from offering any sort of personal sacrifice, in the larger 
interest of the communal harmony of the place. 


Sheikh Ghulam Muhammad Bhadarwahi 


Sheikh Ghulam Muhammad Bhadarwahi was born on 30° July 
1923 AD at Bhadarwah. After receiving his initial schooling from the 
local institutions, he got admitted in Prince of Wales College Jammu. 
After graduating from the college, he remained active as a young weik: 
e of Muslim Conference during 1945-1947 AD. He moved to Rawal- 
pindi in the year 1947 AD where he was jailed. Upon his return, he had 
© work a lot for the rehabilitation of the Bhadarwah and Chamba 
oe that had become homeless during the communal riots of 
eae also served as the President of the Anjuman-e-Islamia 
and ae - Bhadarwahi Sahib is a great politician, an excellent orator 
Seociated tl a sympathetic and courageous man who has also been 
of Sheikh ie many political organizations as well. After the dismissal 

€ Was mad, i‘ he was arrested in 1955 AD until the year 1958 AD. 
958 AD Hey District President of Plebiscite Front Doda in the year 
icite Front j was later appointed as the Regional President of the Pleb- 

oe 1965-194 the year 1964 AD. Despite remaining underground 
Cbiscj 67 AD, he continued discharging the responsibilities of 

ts in§ © Eons during this period. He got arrested from some 
Nhagar along with Khwaja Bashir Ahmad Kichloo is August 
be : pee remaining in confinement for some time, he was fe- 
tik € ike he was once again arrested in the year 1972 aed 

; Zameey b . atte the people conferred upon him the pers 
ral May qaedi’ {lit.: Prisoner of Principles}. He served a € 
Mistes for a of the National Conference in 1975 AD. He was also 

abilitation and Urban Development during the gov- 
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Muhammad Shah that remained in power from 
ral eapEcorns 1986 AD, He won the 1983 AD Assembly 
nea by defeating Goni Sahib in Inderwal Assembly Ward. How. 
ever, he later had to face defeat in the 1987 AD elections, 


Abdul Rehman Mughal (D.EO.) 


Abdul Rehman Mughal was born in a middle-class family of Bha- 
darwah. After receiving his initial education till the 10" Class from a 
local High School, he passed ESc Examinations from Prince of Wales 
College Jammu before being appointed as a Range Officer in Depart- 
ment of Forests. He was selected for D.D.R course by the Department 
and later served at many different posts. Because of his intelligence and 
outstanding performance in the Department of Forests, 
ed in the ILES cadre. He kept on delivering his duties e 
ever posted and retired as a D.RO. from his service career. He along 
with his wife and elder daughter, passed away in a tragic road accident 
a few years ago while returning from Srinagar Airport. Last rites of the 
three family members were performed at Bhadarwah, Their sudden and 
Painful death was mourned acros 


s Bhadarwah. 
Khwaja Abdul Aziz Khan 
: Among the highly reasonable government employees; and, other po- 
itical and adarwah; the name of Khwaja Abdul 
eputy Director B i 
eee me ty Director Food and Supplies shall always be 
Examinations, he was 


he was includ- 
xcellently, wher- 
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da huge circle of friends around him. Unfortunate- 


json who enjoyee 9” ; 
d with a fateful disease some time back that eventu- 


| 
| 
ne was diagnose 


hy he 2 
aly took his life away. 


shagat Tej Ram (D-F.O.) 

After completing his initial education, Bhagat Te) Ram was appoint- 
ed as a Range Officer in Department of Forests. He was a resident of 
Chinta area of Bhadarwah. It was shortly after his appointment that he 
got promoted to a highly respectable post of a Divisional Forest Officer. 
He had completed his D.D.R degree from Dehradun. Because of his 
capabilities, he was also awarded an I.ES grade. (Late) Bhagat Ji had 
constructed his home near Girl’s Higher Secondary School Bhadarwah. 
He lived at the same house for a very long time, after his retirement. 


Dr Khairaat Muhammad Ibn Rasa 


Obtainine k: 
taining his Doctorate, he worked for America’s Atomic Energy Com- 
inister Zulfikar Ah- 


ten ea of Punjab University Lahore where he 


SOme oth 


Visor 
tor 
¢ Federal Government of Pakistan. 


She; 
sea tba Rehman 
«ei 
eee Abdul Rehman was born to Sheikh Abdul Samad at oe 


B . 
\94> darwah on 7* September 1934 AD. During the ent 
‘scaped miraculously a fierce attack by the marauders 18 


= ‘ niversity of Islamabad and also has been serving as an 
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which almost all the members of Sheikh Sahib’s a were murdered 
along with some other Muslim residents of Khalu vi lage. After obtain- 
ing his initial education until the 10% class, he immediately entered 
politics when he was still very young. It was soon after the riots that he 
became a member of Praja Parishad. He was one of the main forces of 
the Praja Parishad’s Movement in Bhadarwah during 1952-1953 AD. 
He was the Joint Secretary of Pradesh Jan Sangh and also a member of 
its Working Committee for a span of 18 years. After the demise of Pan- 
dit Prem Nath Dogra, he was also appointed as the State President of 
Jan Sangh. However, due to some ideological differences, he quit Jan 
Sangh to form the State Unit of Lok Dal. During the Emergency, he 
also served as the Acting Chairman of this organization and also served 
as a member of Bharatiya Janta Party's Working Committee in 1977 
AD. Representing Lok Dal, he also was. a member of Rajya Sabha from 
1978-1984 AD. He also represented Lok Dal as a leader in the Rajya 
Sabha for a few years. After becoming the President of Bahujan Samaj 
Party in 1966 AD, he was elected as its member from Bhadarwah As- 
sembly Ward for the elections of the same year. He won a total of 
21,615 votes in the election. He enjoyed the support of National Con- 
ference in these elections. In the year 2000 AD, Sheikh Sahib was also 
awarded the “Best Legislator Award’ in the State. He is also the Found- 
ing President of Hill Development Forum Doda. It has been a long 
time since he has been demanding a separate Council for Doda on the 
Aaron nine Hill Development Council. His leadership skills are 
ieee ee | a fierce and undaunted oratory and immense love for 

! - He is often found helping the poor and needy people 
carey those from remote areas, He is counted among the leaders of 
rcpt tree ae continuously striving for the overall de- 


Hari Lal Hatishi 


Mr Hari Lal Hatishi was born.at Village Douga Chinta (Tehsil Bha- 


darwah) th 
his MA rie 1924 AD. After receiving his BA, he completed 


; egrees from Aligarh Musli s hile also 
earning H : garh Muslim University w! 
8 Monours Degree in a few other subjects, He served with great 
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many positions in the State Department of Education, By vol- 
wel retiring from the chair of District Education Officer Doda, he 
pel politics full-time. Later, he also contested elections but could 
ot succeed. 

He was appointed as the General Secretary of District Doda’s Con- 
gress Committee from 1977-1980 AD and later also served as the Dis- 
trict President of Congress Committee. During the same time ice. from 
1977-1980 AD, he also served as the State President of Alll India Sched- 
uled Caste Federation in Jammu and Kashmir, He was declared suc- 
cesful in the 1983 AD Assembly Elections in Bhadarwah Assembly 
Ward. He was again successful in 1987 AD elections following which 
Dr Farooq Abdullah appointed him as the State Minister for Educa- 
tion, He also joined the National Conference. However, he remained 
more inclined towards Congress only. He was a very noble, friendly, 
humane and intelligent man who excellently discharged his duties in 
the Department of Education and also emerged as a great Harijan lead- 
in the field of Politics. He was also an author and poet who had a 
a love for Urdu, Hindi and Sanskrit languages. He passed away in 
a 2008 AD at Jammu. He shall always be remembered for his 
a the Development of Bhadarwah and also for striving to rein- 
doled © communal harmony of this place. His death was widely con- 

Y many Political and Social groups. 


oe Ghulam Nabi Goni Gourgani 


. i ; j ame 
8 the most eminent personalities of Chenab region, the n 


ily Pi Ghulam Nabi Goni Gourgani, the son of famous Goni ar 
adarwah, shall forever be remembered in deep di gu wee ; 
Shadary, “! Teceiving his initial education from the local schoo 


“© completed his MA History and LLB courses sia 
Omer, ene University. He started his Law practice in = ae 
"ho i hi ay hadarwah, His elder brother Khwaja Abdul eee 
Ry Persons Sets Popular Lawyer and Politician mentored his aca 
Prog er Nal life at every step. This helped Gourganis pro 

very short span of time. In his own wore 


fessional life 
Shey bi, hin a am 
F e 
"Paani nikaltey rahey (We strived every single day t0 


‘har v0z 
od f, 
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all the demands of this great profes- 


future)’. While attending to 
our future) 8 Poetry. He delved 


sion, he also started emerging as a mature voice 1n 
try Classics and also read the works of the different contempo- 


rary poets. He had an immense command over Persian, Urdu and En- 
glish languages while almost all of his poetic works had a remarkable 
influence of Persian over them. His works written often in short meters 
are full of depth and meanings, which are often thought-provoking. 
Sometimes, he would break free from the technicalities of poetry and 
compose verses. He would feel a lot of pride in calling himself as the 
Shayir-e-Kashmir (lit.: The Poet of Kashmir]. One could not help but 
admire the philosophical depths in his contemporary thoughts as also 
the diversity of his writing styles while going through his works. He was 
greatly inspired by the works of Shayir-e-mashriq {lic.: Poet of the East 
(as Iqbal was widely known)] Allama Iqbal who being an inspiration 
of his literary pursuits laid a clear influence on almost all of his poetical 
works. By calling himself as ‘a son of Iqbal’, he would himself express 
his deep association with the Iqbalian School of Poetry in many of his 
couplets, for example 


into Poe 


Kya poochtey ho Shayir-e-Kashmir ki nisbat 
Iqbal ka farzand hai, talmeez-e-khuda hai 


O, what do you enquire about the lineage of Shayir-e-Kashmir! 
He is the son of Iqbal and a student of God himself. 


(Shayir-e-Kashmir. ‘The Poet of Kashmir’) 


He had a lunatic passion for Urdu language and literature, and could 
be seen emphasizing upon his kiths and kin to compose verses in the 
same language. In fact, he also asked the Writer (of this book) many 
times to start composing poetry in Urdu rather than Kashmiri; not 
because he had any hatred or lack of interest towards Kashmiri, but for 
the reason that Urdu was a very widely spoken language in comparison 
to Kashmiri language whose literature was confined to the boundaries 
of Kashmir Valley only. However, this passion for Urdu never stopped 
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pim from appreciating any good piece of Kashmiri poetry that he 
cane held a unique status among the advocates, poets, writers 
and social workers of Chenab Valley and Doda region. Besides being an 
intelligent man, he owned a respectful and multi-faceted personality. 
He was a renowned advocate, fiery orator, lucid historian, conscious 
politician and accomplished poet at the same time. Reflections of 
Igbalian Philosophy of Islam are quite evident in his works. Because of 
his expertise in Islamic Studies and Islamic History, his couplets vividly 
portray his pain at seeing the fast deteriorating values of Islamic societ- 
ies, Irrespective of his religious preferences, he still comes across as a 
deep believer of Democratic Principles and communal harmony. 

He is deeply hurt by the plight of Kashmir people and its conse- 


quent insensitivity and ignorance among its masses; thus wailing out a 
couplet: 


Keb rahi hai ye madar-e-Kashmir Gham-e-Douran bayan nahi hota 
Ya ladakpan hai ya budhapa hai, koi beta jawan nahi hota 


(See how Mother Kashmir wails of 
Sorrow that cannot be explained in words, 
of rearing just the children or its old folk; 

ile not even a single son survives here 
to see the dawn of youth.) 


am 
and abo Sourgani was well-behaved, friendly, sympathetic, courageous 
“ell wishers > an honest man. He is counted one among the earliest 

Cd after ‘ Mentors of Ygbal Bazm-e-adab’ (a literary society 
w this Socie i ee Iqbal). He kept on attending the weekly sessions 
‘ ism and hi al he migrated to Jammu. In addition to his intellec- 
ns sues a ©) Political awareness, his deep knowledge of contempo- 
bi Nets in thes : adorable manner of speech would earn him a lot of 
: “tions, : Sessions. A lot of his couplets reflect the sincerity of 
‘ibly dlepusied . believer of Universal Brotherhood who could be 


with any sort of pretense, oppression, social evils, 


Seen ¥ 
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and deceit of politicians. Sometimes, he would not spare exposing such 
elements in his verses: 


Hai zabou'n Haalat-e-Jamhoor tu bey musaraf haji 
Koi faisal, ki Gadaft ki Ali Ahmad bo 


(If the people in a democracy are in a miserable condition 
The wealth of Faisal, Gadafi or Ali Ahmed is of no avail) 


or 
Kuch naaz nahi daulat-e-Islam pe unko 
Petrol ki Bubtaat hai, Magroor arab mein 


(They. least care about the wealth of Islam: they have; 
For, a lot of wealth already rests with the arrogant Arabs) 


[Petrol ki Buhtaat: lit: The abundance of Petrol; a 


metaphor for 
-Resources or Wealth] 


Goni was reluctant. in publishing his poet 
lished and well under. 


to research on some 


ty which must be pub- 
stood. In the same way, a great need has been felt 


of his great prose; and publish it in a book form 
so that it gets preserved forever. This is 


hammad Aslam Goni, who after his fa 
Mecca; Jehlum: A ri 


fh k ‘Gulbano-e- ip? Hip « : 
mir’s Melodious Voice]. (Aen foe wbangee- Kashmir (ih a Kaah 


task can never be deli 3 

Penne © delivered by the might of arms (but only by God’s 
Goni G ; : . 

itayian: Pet everybody in despair when he passed away on 2"! 


48 Contributi ; 
always be remembered, Pneiocs ei language and literature shall 
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Kha Gayi Asmaan kaise kaise! 


(41 
ede red what Towering Skies! 


See how the lands devou 
[Asmaan; kit.: Skies; metaphor for Prodigies] 
ar Singh Bilowria 


Thakur Ish 
Thakur Ishar Singh Bilowria is considered among the most accom- 
plished journalists of District Doda. By starting a newspaper ‘Chenab’ 


fom Jammu city; he brilliantly highlighted the genuine plight of the 
remote areas particularly that of former Doda. Besides, he also kept on 
writing about important personalities of this remote District. All of 
these writings have been a testimony to his deep love for his motherland 
aswell as his great command over the Urdu language. ‘Chenab’ proudly 
served its readers for many years after its initiation in the year 1923 AD. 
Afer the death of Bilowria Sahib, its editorship was handled by a fa- 
mous lawyer and social worker Mr. O.P. Thakur for a long time. 


Kotwal Daya Krishan 


ae was born in a reputed family in village Udrana 
él e0'the noid der receiving his formal education, he got afhliat- 
counted among the f; branch of Jan Sangh organization. Daya ji is 
taParty, He ae . eae and most active workers of Bharatiya Jan- 
StVed as quite a © a State President of Bharatiya Janta Party who also 
islative Coy lee and dependable leader of Opposition in the 
Sha ri for some years, He fought the 1969 AD elections in 
tent Bahujan cnay Ward but lost it to Sheikh Abdul Rehman, Pres- 
Wever, he j amajwadi Party. He lost again the 2008 AD elections. 
Playe ss € is still considered am agal 
ong the good leaders of his party. He 
1953's and the recent agitations held at Jam- 


m Atal ry . 
me Heis.a a ole in the 
tie j earl . 
i * ess © : 
» Sincere and passionate man who remains pro- 


i : 
US social Works 


Waja Ch 
ul . 
on giv Gh 4m Nabi Azad 
ulam Nabi 
“tive in 1949 aD ; Asad was born to Khwaja Rehmatullah Bhat 
‘S initial eq at village Soti (Bhalesa) in District Doda. He 
‘cation until the 10% class from High School Kil- 
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hotran. Later, he took admission in the 11% Class in Degree College 
Bhadarwah and then under the guidance of his uncle Khwaja Ghulam 
Rasool Azad former Director Education Jammu and Kashmir State, he 
passed his B.Sc. examinations in good marks from a famous institution 
of the State, S.P. College Srinagar. In the year 1972 AD, he received his 
M.Sc Zoology degree from Kashmir University and returned to his 
home village Soti the same year. During his stay at Srinagar, he learned 
the basics of Politics from his uncle (Late) Azad Sahib; while different 
aspects of his vast personality, including his way of thinking and style 
of life, kept on laying a permanent mark either directly or indirectly on 
the young student. The sincerity of Azad Sahib, his selfless contribution 
to humanity, righteousness, fearlessness and his seriousness towards po- 
litical and social affairs, all emerged collectively in him during this pe- 
tiod. His father who was the President of Congress Committee in 
Bhalesa appointed him as the Block Secretary of Congress Party at the 
place. Azad Sahib served at the post from 1973-1975 A.D, thus formal- 
ly beginning his Political career. Later, he was appointed as the Presi- 
dent of the State Youth Congress. Ghulam Nabi Azad’s connection 
with the ‘Gandhi Family’ had started from the year 1970 AD only be- 
cause of his friendly relations with Rajiv Gandhi. Besides his integrity 


and intelligence, it was because of his emotional attachment with the 
Congress Party that he continu 


Party and the Government; 
in the process, thereby eme 
ber of the Party. He was m: 


India Youth Congress, By har 


nessing m f hi -gi ili- 
ties during holding these offic ite ee 


es, he earned a big name in Politics at the 
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fnational repute, who was then working as a lecturer in a col- 
inget O° Soon after the marriage, she became an indispensable 
lege A oe ahi political, social and private life. 

vi 4 Sahib also served as the President of All India Muslim Youth 
federation from 1978-1981 AD and was appointed in the Central 
Government (then lead by Indira Gandhi) for the first time in 1982 
4D as the Union Deputy Minister for Law, Justice and Company Af- 
airs, He was also assigned the Portfolios of Information and Broadcast- 
ing, after only a year oF so. Indira Ji treated him as good as her own 
children. On the other hand, Azad Sahib also extended his full suppore 
to the Gandhi family during the Emergency. After the demise of Indira 
ji, Rajiv Gandhi handed over the charge of Parliamentary Affairs co 
him. In the year 1985 AD, he once again won the elections from 
Washim (Maharashtra) Electoral Ward and he was appointed as the 
Union Minister of State in the Ministry of Home Affairs. Later, he got 
‘ppointed as the Minister of Food and Civil Supplies in the year 1986 
AD. He was elected as the Member of Rajya Sabha in the year 1990 AD 
Aa — as the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs for the first time, 
die “ile Pda igen of Narasimha Rao. Later, he was also assigned 
tt he ios of Tourism and Civil Aviation as well. He was nominated 

portant member of Congress Committee in the year 1986 AD 

‘ars rah General Secretary of his All India Committee, in the 
these posirion, He was re-elected to this post many times. By serving at 
ship sill ites he proved his unparalleled organizational and leades- 
Seats es “6 which he was assigned the administrative affair # 

ter of Congress’ 's wisdom and broad-mindedness became a key ~ 
“dha Prade re “ictory in Assembly Elections, at Karnataka and 
Meany Affi, _ He was appointed as the Union Minister of Parlia- 
han re and Urban Development during the government of Ds 
Presiden of neh. During the same time, he was also appointed as the 
ek the me and Kashmir Congress Committee. By assembling 
“RY iy Be Strands of this Committee, he brought victory to the 
Pens tate by Winning 21. seats, chus empowering it to form * 
Mire | Per a mutual decision, the coalition government e 
DP was ted by Mufti Muhammad Syed fram 1° No 
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vember 2002-2" November 2005 AD. By providing a lot of financial 
assistance, the Centre helped a lot in improving the administrative 
structure as well as facilitating the completion of different Develop- 
mental Proposals in the state during this period. It was the same time 
when a Dialogue Process with Pakistan (with respect to Kashmir Con- 
flict) was also initiated under ‘Healing Touch Policy’. 
After a period of three years, Ghulam Nabi Azad was made the Chief 
Minister of the state on 2"4 November 2005 AD. He registered a re- 
cord-breaking victory by winning 62,072 votes in Bhadarwah Assem- 
bly Ward. Work on different developmental projects was started at ev- 
ery other place. A historic era where bridges, canals, roads, hospitals 
and other infrastructure were rapidly built, started in the state. Thou- 
sands of new Primary, Middle and High Schools were opened up 
whereas the status of innumerable Middle and High Schools was also 
upgraded. A lot of Colleges were established while many new Districts 
and Tehsils, etc. were also approved in the state. Tourism-related cam- 
paigns or proposals were run across the state in a formulated manner, 
details of some of which could be found by the readers in different 
chapters of this book. The ‘golden era of Azad Sahib’ ended in July 
2008 after P.D.P. withdrew its support from the government. Assembly 
was dissolved while new elections were held under the Governor's Rule. 
Azad Sahib once again brilliantly succeeded in these elections in Bha- 
darwah Assembly Ward. 


Kotwal Dina Nath Bhaal Krishna Kotwal 


Korwal Dena Nath Bhaal is a resident of village Kansu Bhalesa. After 
Passing his 10% class examinations from Bhadarwah, he received his 
higher education from Jammu and Aligarh after which he was app? ni 
ed as a Block Development Officer in N.E.S Block Bhadarwah. He, 
with utmost sincerity, completed a lot of developmental projects at this 
Place including the construction of many bridges across river Neeru. It 
- ay in 1955-1956 AD when he got married to Shrimati 
SRE on (former D.E.O.). Later, Kotwal sahib kept shining 
an 1.A,S igh posts in the State Administration. He was also 2 ed 

*S. cadre that he truly deserved because of his sincere and selfless 
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ntributions. He also served as the Financial Commissioner of the 
= me while also acting as the Chief Secretary of the State 


stare for a long ume 


for some time. 
Ms. Krishna Kotwal belongs to the famous Kotwal family of Sarol- 


bagh village Bhadarwah who had been initially appointed as the Head- 
mistress of a local Middle School. Later, she served as the Head of the 
Girl's School Bhadarwah. Because of her excellent performance, she 
was continuously promoted over a period of time, until she retired as a 
District Education Officer. Her contribution to the Girl’s Education at 
Government Girl’s School Bhadarwah can never be forgotten, because 
of which she is considered as a very respectful lady at the place. 


Kunwar Rajinder Singh Rana 
(Retired Chief Engineer) 


Kunwar Rajinder Singh Rana was born in a famous Rana family of 
village Kalhota (Marmat area). His noble father Rana Gopal Singh Tal- 
ib was a renowned spiritual man and poet! who passed away in Jammu 
at the age of 78 years in 1968 AD. After graduating in engineering, 
oe Rajinder Singh started his job as an Assistant Engineer in the 
partment of Public Works and got promoted gradually until he was 
Ea as the Chief Engineer. He continued delivering his duties 
en ie y i his retirement from the same post. He passed away in 
sgh - AD. His son Dr Jatendra Singh Rana is appointed as 
‘chalan foe in Government Medical College Jammu while his 
Visor fe : a Devinder Singh is currently appointed as the Political 
The a, current Chief Minister of the state Omar Abdullah.” 
na Rajind tral land of Kunwar sons is located in village Kilhouta. 
iS credited cir was a very capable and hardworking engineer who 
50 passi : the construction of many roads and buildings. He was 
Onately inclined towards Literature. 


G 
( am Muhammad Bhat 
Ired Director Education) 


Ghul 
mn uguee nhammad Bhat was born to Mr Ghulam Rasool Bhat on 
928 AD at village Kursari in Tehsil Bhadarwah. His an- 
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th. Bhat 
Anantnag to Bhadarwah 
: ftom Kokernag 2 LathaRve, 
ces hed caer education from P: sami a ace, 
Sahib received his i ssed his 10% class examinations in Firs co 
Shp in np pet 
ohn — yes same year (1943 AD) at Primary Scho : 
teacher 


with great zeal until 31* 
In the year 1985 AD, he 
Bhadarwah where he con 
ing those from remote 


this world on 9 January 1997 AD 


Professor Thakur Udhay Chand 


Professor Thakur Udhay Chand was born at village Kotli in Bhadar- 
wah. He belonged to the lin i j 


“grees from Aligarh Muslim Universi- 
After practicing Law for 
‘ History, probably in the 


ured back 
Some time, he Ww; 


Ory o . 
. ;. ave 
Breatly benefite d fic ee ey ay Tesearcherg and historians h 
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ans History. Thakur Sahib was an accomplished historian, 
padar™ sician, counselor, and singer. His write-ups on History and 
wires a be compiled in the form of a book. It is hopeful thar his 

a try to publish this great “Cultural Treasure’. He was a great 
es a of Urdu poetry, particularly Ghazals, Nobody could play Har- 
Baim and Tabla as good as him at that time. 


Professor Janak Raj Rathore 


Mr Janak Raj Rathore, a gemstone of Bhadarwah valley, was born 
on 21* April 1933 AD at village Sarolbagh. After passing his 10% class 
examinations in high grades from High School Bhadarwah, he com- 
pleted his BA and MA (Mathematics) degrees from Jammu. Later, he 
aso completed his Diploma in Public Administration. He got ap- 
pointed as a lecturer in the Department of Education and got pro- 
moted first as a Senior Lecturer and then as a Professor. He served at 
these posts for around 16 years with great dedication, He worked far 
~~ on deputation as a Squadron Leader in the Air Force Wing 
roca Corps. After it, he worked as a Registrar of Jammu 

ni A or five years. He also served as the Secretary of Board of 
ee reer for two years. He was also appointed as the Direc: 

t Director aa Jammu for a year. Later, he was appointed as 
Hrs followin of Development Jammu University for theee 

hmit Bo 8 which he was made the Chairman of Jammu and 

disch, ard of School Education, In this capacity, he once again 
Need his duties wick os Naat 

00k some tes with sincerity and utmost dedication and under- 

the year 1c ‘ uuonary steps, because of which he was also awarded 

YY 199¢ AD 8 Gold Medal at Raj Bhawan Jammu oa 26° Janu- 


eed 1] ; 

“on ae "vice, Rathore Sahib was also awarded many Interna- 

and Indy sia: ‘Ps. In addition to those in America, Britain, Thailand. 

ions . Was also associated with many institutions and ore 

th ‘¢ in the Sultanate of Oman and Mauritins where he 
Oe Sahi . i Succeeding in different academic or other PUCsUEtS, 

‘ Wallon eee served as a President and a member of 

al Boards and Committees of the SOUNTTY, 


= 
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He has been working as Director Administration in Acharya Medi. 
cal College Jammu for many years while simultaneously also Setving as 
a respectful. member of many other Educational institutions and Com- 
mittees. His invaluable contribution in the Department of Education, 
particularly as a Professor, Director Education and Chairman of Board 
of School Education shall always be remembered in high esteem, that 
is too large to be recorded in this voluminous compilation. He has been 
a great administrator, educationist and a philanthropist who funda- 
mentally believes in humanity and Universal Brotherhood. 


Atta Muhammad Dev 
(Retired Superintending Engineer) 


Khwaja Atta Muhammad Dev was born to Khwaja Munawar Jo 
Dev on 4" June 1934 AD at Bhadarwah: Ata Sahib received his initial 
education from Bhadarwah and later passed ESc examinations from 
Jammu. After completing his B.E. (Civil) Course from University of 
Madras, he was appointed as Assistant Engineer in the year 1959 AD 
in PW.D (R&B, Public Works Department) until the year 1968 AD, 
He was promoted in 1968 AD as an Executive Engineer and kept on 
serving at the post until 1984 AD with great dedication. He gor again 
Promoted in the year 1984 AD and was made Superintending Engineer 
where hecontinued to serve until | 992 AD. He got the Thathri-Kilhotran 
toad surveyed from 1959-1960 AD and also got a road stretch upgrad- 
ed and widened at Khooni Nala sector of National Highway during 
1962-1963 AD. Later, he also got the Thathti-Kilhotran road open for 
light trafficin 1966 AD, Besides the construction of Bhadarwah-Cham- 
ba road during 1975-1978 AD, he also got completed the construction 
of Bhadarwah-Chinta-Jai road until Chinta, During 1978-1982 AD. 
besides drafting the Construction proposal for Batote-Kishtwar High- 
way, he also got it upgraded. Later, in addition to the different Devel- 


opmental Projects in Jammu city, he also got different roads and bridg- 
» ete. of the Jammu-Kathua circle completed. Besides delivering his 
official duties excellently, 


College Mapazine’ he also worked as the Editor of the 15-Day 
m “6 Magazine’ programme aired from Radio Kashmir. Many of his 
Ort stories were aired from Radio Kashmir Jammu. Nowadays, he s 
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compiling the essays and other Poetical works ofp: 
5 poet Rasa Javedani. He spends his time te ite brother 


j ading diff : 
and Literature books. He is now Permanently settled in ae History 


mu, 
swami Raj Sharma (1.A.S.) 

Swami Raj Sharma (1.A.S.) is the son of Pandit Shah : 
resident of village Aenduh. Swami Raj Jj anu Ram Ji, a 


which he completed from Aligarh i 
completed his LLB from the same 


After it, he received his Master's diploma (considered equivalent to 


from Indian Institute of 
he also did a two-month course in 
England during 1978 AD. 
Officer in 1958 AD. He also 
served as Deputy Secretary in the year 1969 AD and as the Joint Reg- 
istrar Cooperative Societies in 1971 AD. While serving at this post 
until the year 1975 AD, he was also given the charge of Joint Commis- 
sioner Agriculture (until 1976 AD). In addition to this, he was also 


“uty Commissioner Anantnag where he is said to have erred 
tolled the communal clashes among people. He got appoint similarly 

“uty Commissioner Poonch in the year 1987 — a sincere 
*PPointed ar Many other key posts during his service. . rem 
tis "spectful career of 35 years, he retired from ne nee hard work, 
1993 AD. He was known among masses for his gore sur egal 
Ttiality, wherever he served. During his nen When he was 
‘ANY Door and deserving people to secure ae aesionstely par- 
a charge of Special Commissioner Dod, 2 Link Road, Bha- 
*SPated in drafting the proposals for Nagas-Sarting 


dimpa 
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la-Malothi road and Ghati-Godaki road while taking a personal inter. 
est in ensuring their timely completion. He also got the status of man 

schools upgraded while also approving many new schools. Mr. Sharma 
has also authored two books. During 1996 AD elections, he also con. 
tested the Bhadarwah Assembly Ward on behalf of Congress Party; but 
could not win. After his retirement, Jenab Azad Sahib appointed him 
as a member of the Financial Commission in 2008 AD while he was 


working as an advocate at High Court Jammu. He presently resides at 
Gandhi Nagar Jammu. 


Anayatullah Khateeb 


Khwaja Anayatullah Khateeb, Retired Chief Engineer Power Devel- 
opment Department, is the son of Khwaja Munawar Deen Khateeb 
who was born on 24 March 1935 AD. After receiving his initial edu- 
cation at different local schools until the 10° Class, he passed his ESc 
examinations from G.G.M. College Jammu; and soon after, obtained 
his Engineering Degree from Engineering College Dayalbagh Agra 
(1954-1958 AD). He later worked in the same college for some time. 
After it, he served as an Assistant Engineer (1959-1970 AD), as an Ex- 
ecutive Engineer (1970-1982AD), as a Superintending Engineer 
(1982-1991 AD) and as a Chief Engineer (1991-1993 AD) in the 
State’s Power Department. In the middle of his service career, he suc- 
cessfully worked on Salaal Hydro-Electric Power Project from 1976- 
1978 AD; and then also acted as a Manager on a prestigious mega-proj- 
ect in Saudi Arabia, earning laurels for his native state and the Country 
as well. His work was highly appreciated, no matter where he worked 
and in what capacity. After excellently offering his sincere services for 

35 years, he finally retired in the year 1993 AD. 

Khwaja Anayatullah Khateeb worked industriously for the comple- 
tion of Sartingal Hydro-Electric Power House Bhadarwah during the 
year 1925 AD. He also played a vital role in the completion of Power 
Houses at Chenani and Lower Jehlum, besides drafting many import- 
ant proposals for Electricity Transmission in the state that helped in 
electrifying many remote places of Rajouri and Poonch, He was a per 
son of intelligence, wisdom, and integrity who not only attended co his 
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rayetS regularly but also was eager in attending to different religious 
activities around him. 


Professor Muhammad Ayoob Sheikh 


professor Muhammad Ayoub Sheikh is the son of a great social 
worker Sheikh Hidayatullah who belonged to Vasuk Dhaeruh, Bha- 
darwah. He was born on 28" October 1936 AD at Bhadarwah. After 
receiving his initial education at different local schools, he passed his 
BA examinations from Gandhi Memorial College Jammu in 1955 
AD. He then completed his MA Persian and LLB from Aligarh Mus- 
lim University. He also completed his MA Urdu from Kashmir Uni- 
versity in 1966 AD. He started his financial life during his law practice 
from 1957-1959 AD while he got later appointed as a Lecturer of the 
Persian language in 1959 AD. He served in this capacity at Degree 
College Poonch and M.A.M College Jammu until the year 1977 AD. 
He had been promoted as a Professor in the year 1972 AD. He also 
served as an N.C.C Officer in March 1962 AD but had to leave the 
post after he was appointed as a College Principal in Poonch in the 
yer 1981 AD. He worked there until 1983 AD following which he 
"aS appointed as a Principal at Degree College Bhadarwah where he 
sed until 1986 AD, He later came to Udhampur where in addition 
‘ 's own college, he once again served excellently as the ee 
“harge of Degree College for Women. In the yeat ee ne 
“Wed as the Secretary of Jammu and Kashmir Board of Schoo! h 
“ation. Tt was from the same office from where he later retired in the 
Year 1999 AD ; 
i . on- 
al wefeor Muhammad Ayoub Sheikh laid the foundation neem 
lege of Competition (N.C.C,) in the year 1993 AD. 


SN Seryj ; ley Hill Development i 
Un sin ing as the President of Chenab Val oo of his colleagues 


tied ; 
Of g is st to keep a check on the use of u 


Ss 4 ’ 1 
off © been associated with many soc 


the tn ma 
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Dr. O.P. Kotwal 


Dr Om Prakash Kotwal is the son of Shri Dewaan Chand Kotwal, 
He was born on 15" November 1932 AD at Bhadarwah. He passed his 
MA in Economics from Jammu University in the year 1960 AD. After 
it, he got his Ph.D. from the Science Academy of U.S.S.R. following 
which he was appointed as a Lecturer in Economics at Jammu Univer- 
sity. It was the same place where after having different posts of a Reader, 
Professor and Dean Academic Affairs, he later retired from. He has also 
authored two books and has been a guide to many Ph.D. candidates. 
His hobbies include music and reading different books on History. He 
considers Communal Harmony as a key factor for the overall develop- 
ment and prosperity of Bhadarwah. He is a highly capable and 


well-mannered person. 
Dr. Pritam Krishan Koul 


Professor (Dr.) Pritam Krishan Koul was born to a famous personal- 
ity of Bhadarwah, Pandit Sham Lal Koul, on 29% March 1937 AD. 
After finishing his initial education, he received his B.Sc degree from 
G.G.M. Science College Jammu in the year 1958 AD. He passed his 
BA (Honours) in Hindi as a private candidate in the year 1961 AD 
followed by B.Ed course in 1963 AD. He also completed the MA Hin- 
di course from Jammu University as a private candidate, in the year 
1964 AD. He completed his Ph.D. from the Department of Hindi in 
1975 AD, a degree conferred upon him during the first Convocation of 
Jammu University in 1976 AD. He got appointed as a school teacher 
in the year 1959 AD and kept on serving at different schools in this 
capacity until 1962 AD. After it, he worked as a Science and Hindi 
teacher during 1963-1969 AD at different Higher Secondary schools. 
He also worked as a Lecturer at a Higher Secondary school from 1969- 
1973 AD. After qualifying Public Service Commission examinations 10 
1977 AD, he was appointed as a Lecturer in Department of Hindi 4 
Degree College, He also taught as a Professor at different Colleges un™ 
the year 1994 AD. 

Dr Pritam Krishan Koul has written several essays and books on 
Hindi, Dogri, Bhadarwahi and other languages. His research is 10° 
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be compiled in a couple of books, He has auth 

are Hindi, Bhadarwahi and English languages wees : 
himself says, for over 3438 pages. Some of his other Tesearch essays 
have been written in Dogri, Hindi and English languages (a total of 
aound 178 pages). His reviews on different books, research papers, 
and fadio essays again span for over hundreds of pages. His Hindi 
Poetry Collection ‘Archana’ [lit : Worship] was published in 1979 AD, 
while as his other collections ‘Bhadarwahi Lok Sahitya’ (lit.: Bhadarwa- 
hi Folk Literature] (1971 AD), Bhadarwahi Lok Sabitya- Volume 2 
and 3 (1975 AD), ‘Chander Bhaga ki Tat Wartiya’ (An analysis of Pog- 
li, Padri and Siraji Dialects) (1977 AD), 


his PhD thesis on ‘Folk of 
North Eastern Region’ (1980 AD), ‘Vasubi Puran’ (1981 AD), ‘Us Paar 
ki Dharti’ (lit.: The Other Side of the Land] (A collection of his essays 
written in Hindi) (1986 AD), ‘Mukul Punj’ (Hindi Poetry Collection) 
and Himalayan Principalities in Jammu, Kangduh and Bhadarwah, 
(1993 AD) (Book Awarded by the Academy), ‘Nag Scene of Miland 
Panha’ (lit.: The Biography of Buddhist Scholar Nag Seen} (1994 
AD), ‘Antiques of Chenab Valley’ (Copper plates, Engraved writings, 
and Sanads) (1999 AD), ‘Classified and Unclassified Pahari and Other 
lets of Jammu’ (2001 AD) (Vol.1 and Vol. 2, spanning for ides 
312 and 5 9 pages respectively); have been published until date; 
ian Nase Cult and Wooden Arc in the Hil of Jammu’ which 
: 1 catching Upon since 2004 AD under a Government of Indias 
Wship Program, is under its final stages of completion. oe 
ie ie Geology of Bhadarwah has been published in the 197 ce 
ny Degree College Bhadarwak’s magazine ‘Shaben’, whi 
Man ge Dhada 3 : id Nation- 
a : °F other €ssays have been published in various ie ans 
teh and magazines. In addition to Professor i ‘ars Dr 
Koyp, OF the Histo Culture, and Geography of Bha | al- 
UIs wo Oe Brewin biect. He shal 
“ar invaluable importance on the subj 


earch has 
Breay} j counted as the local leads in the field, whose nh works 


eat 
. 5 ; . eologist, a gr 
Scho \story and Culture. Dr Koul is a hie : j 
» istorian, who has served his mothe 


|810| The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 

even while residing outside the place. He wishes that the 
Bhadarwah should collectively strive for development and 
prosperity of their land regardless of their religious or caste differences 
so that no harm is ever brought to the otherwise glorious name of 
Bhadarwah, while its rich culture and ancient History continues to be 
widely celebrated by one and all. 


capacities, 
people of 


Professor Jaya Lal Kotwal 

Professor Jaya Lal Kotwal hails from a middle-class family of Chi- 
rala Area. Despite facing a lot of financial hardships, he completed his 
education until M.Sc Physics and got appointed as a College Lectur- 
er. By virtue of his God-gifted capabilities and intelligence, he was 
appointed as a Principal of the Degree College at a very young age. 
He was also appointed as the Joint Secretary in the Board of School 
of School Education and later also served as an important member of 
State Subordinate Selection Board. He succeeded in proving his met- 
tle at every post he served. After his retirement, he along with his wife 
has been running a Higher Secondary School in Talab Tillu area of 
Jammu. 
Bhagwan Raj Wazir 

Bhagwan Raj Wazir was born at Mohalla Qillah Bhadarwah on 31° 
July 1940 AD. His father Vishwanath Wazir left no stone unturned to 
provide good education to his son. He completed his B.Sc Engineering 
course in the year 1921 AD and got appointed as an Assistant Engineer 
in the R&B Department the same year. Wazir Sahib got promoted as 
an X-En in 1971 AD and later as a Superintending Engineer in 1993 
AD. He delivered his duties excellently at all of these offices. He was 
appointed as a Chief Engineer in 1997 AD. He retired from his services 
in 1998 AD. His notable works include the initial survey of Bhadar- 
wah-Bani road (1921 AD), the survey of Bhadarwah-Chamba road 
(1 971 AD), the construction of Bhadarwah-Sartingal road, the exp 
HP sh Doda-Bhadarwah road (1997-1998 AD), replacement of rotten 
ack A pages by steel bridges along Doda-Bhadarwah road, upg 

ton of Thathri-Gandoh road, the construction of many motorable 
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and suspension bridges in District Doda, Batote Bridge, 
upgradation of Doda-Kishtwar road and the 
reports of many other roads as well. 


Because of his great contributions, Bhagwan Raj Wazir also succeed- 
ed in winning the hearts of people ftom Poonch, Kathua, Rajouri and 
Udhampur districts. He also helped a lot of youth in securing their 
jobs. Wazir Sahib is deeply interested in Urdu language and literature 
and the History of the country. He is a very principled, noble, sympa- 
thetic and an intelligent man who always wishes for the development 
and prosperity of Bhadarwah. During one of the surveys of a road lay- 
ing project in Galhar-Atholi Sector, he slipped off a hill towards Chen- 
ab river. However, he miraculously survived and climbed back with the 
help of a rope. After this near-death experience, his belief in the virtue 
of human empathy was strengthened even more. 


Muhammad Ayaz Malik 


Muhammad Ayaz Malik was born in a famous family at Bhadarwah, 
After receiving his initial education in the local schools, he completed 
his B.E, (Electric) degree from Regional Engineering College Jammu 
and was posted as Assistant Electric Engineer in the Power Department 
of the State. While at the post, he served in different districts of the state 
including Baramulla, Poonch, Jammu, and Doda. After being promot- 
; as an Executive Engineer, he worked in the undivided District Doda 

"om 1986-1988 AD before getting transferred to Poonch. He again 
Worked with 8reat dedication at Poonch during 1992-1994 AD. He 
Setved as an Executive Engineer in Jammu from 1994-1996 AD. 
“Was promoted as a Superintending Engineer Jammu and after two 
ANS Yeats of excellent performance, retired from his government ser- 
bits Heis a very cheerful, intelligent and sympathetic man who is al- 
YS concerned for the overall development of Bhadarwah, 


TS. Vijay 
a Sarolba Jay Kotwal 
ram 


expansion and 
Preparing of the Project 


was born to M.L. Kotwal on 31" July 1941 AD 
Goy, Bh village Bhadarwah. She passed her BA examinations from 
"ment Women's College Jammu in 1960 AD. She got her LLB 


|812| The History & Culture of Bhadarwah 


degree from Delhi University in 1963 AD. She became the 
of the Jammu and Kashmir State to have cleared the Kashmir 
istrative Service (K.A.S) examinations in the year 1965 AD and was 
appointed as the Excise and Taxation officer the same year. She was 
awarded the 1.A.S. cadre in the year 1979 AD after which she kept on 
serving her duties at many different positions and places in the state. 
Mrs. Vijay Kotwal undertook many courses in the country and out- 
side. For the first time in the history of the state, it was she who was 
first appointed as the Vice President and later as the President of 
Council of All India Small Industries Corporation. She retired as a 
Commissioner Secretary of Administrative Reforms Institute, a very 
respectful post of the time. 

The service of Mrs. Vijay Kotwal was always hailed. She is a very 
honest, sincere and an intelligent lady who, 


in her 36 years of service 
always discharged her duties with utmost sincerity and dedication. She 


Was not only desirous of seeing the undivided District Doda develop 
holistically but also keen on doing everything in her capacity for the 
same. Her contributions cannot be summarized in a few pages. As the 


first women I.A.S and K.A.S. officer of the state, she has earned laurels 


for her birthplace Bhadarwah for which she shall always be seen with 
high regards and respect. 


Shamima Dev Azad 


Ms. Shamima Dey is the daughter of Jinab Muhammad Abdullah 
Dev who was a Sufi at heart. He was a renowned educationist and, an 
accomplished Kashmiri poet and singer. Shamima Ji was born at Sti- 
nagar who received her higher education from the same place. She was 
inclined towards music and singing since her childhood days, a talent 
well identified and greatly encouraged by her father. It was during her 


school and college days only that Shamima Ji earned a lot of fame in 


singing and music. She probably also completed her Post Graduation 


degree in music and was appointed as a College Lecturer at Srinag 
She participated in a lot of Cultural Delegations within and outside the 


state where she brilliantly exhibited her god-gifted talent. Hundreds of 


peer 
her songs have been broadcast over TV and radio, Her compositio 


rst lady 
Admin- 
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have also been released in the form of various di 
that helped her earn a lot of fame. 

In the year 1980 AD, Ms. Shamima Dev was married to Ghulam 
Nabi Azad, the then Cabinet Minister of India. She received 
awards by different State and National Academies and other organisa- 
tions, including the Padma Shri (probably during 2007 AD), one of the 
prime awards of the Country. After getting married, she resigned from 
her formal job and completely supported Azad Sahib in his political, 
social and personal life. She is a famous artist, singer and a great poet 
too who has been actively participating in different social and cultural 
activities around her. Being one of the finest versatile singers, she has 
sung in many languages like Urdu, Kashmiri, Dogri, Punjabi, Pahari, 
and Gojri. One of her albums sung in Dogri language proved to be a 
Gfeat promoter of Dogri music. She was also awarded by the admirers 


of Dogri literature on behalf of Dogri Sanstha, for promoting Dogri 
language through her songs. 


lal Chand Amar 


Shri Lal Chand Amar was a renowned poet of Bhadarwahi language. 
: continuously participated in the annual ‘Mela Patt festival for 
ero long years, He also served dedicatedly as the eee oee 
@ Club for around 50 years. In addition to it, he atoll 
Charged his duties excellently : oe President of the Bhadarwahi Pe 
Unfortunately, he passed away from this world on ie pannel 
RN His elder son Mr Chandrakant (Amardeep) is an RTT 
"and *enowned teacher. Different literary and social circles : 

ot ae ld condolence meetings and expressed their deep so 

Mise of Amar Sahib. 


gital and other media 


many 


an : 

Muhammad Shapu Tishna Bhadarwahi ‘eae 
Shad, Muhammad Shapu was born probably in en 2 he couldn't 
COntin » Because of his domestic and financial problem of the High 
Shoals is education after the 8" class although one ek 
be Som ‘te reed only a few meters away from BT a where he 

chow Managed to reach Lahore before 1947 A 


row at, 
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passed his ‘Mo/vi’ course [Islamic Studies] and returned to Bhadarwah. 
After working for a few years in the Department of Irrigation, he be- 
came an apprentice of a local architect and learned the art of designing 
structures for some time. Later, he started practicing as an architect 
himself that brought him a lot of success and fame. 

One must accept the fact that it was Tishna Sahib who introduced 
the genre of Ghazal in the Bhadarwahi literature, that it lacked before. 
After the introduction of this genre, the otherwise sweet and melodious 
Bhadarwahi language was infused with a fresh spirit and richness. Al- 
though many accomplished poets tried to compose Ghazals in Bhadar- 
wahi language following his footsteps, yet none of them could attain 
status as that of Tishna. (Late) Tishna Sahib shall always be remem- 
bered for gifting many new phrases and inventing many techniques of 
thyme and rhythm in the Bhadarwahi language. This is the reason why 
Ghulam Nabi Goni calls Tishna as the ‘Rasool Mir’ [a great Kashmiri 
poet of the 19" century] of Bhadarwahi language while Professor Ud- 
hay Chand identifies him as the ‘Ghalib’ [Mirza Ghalib; prominent 
Urdu and Persian poet during the last years of Mughal Empire] of Bha- 
darwahi poetry. He used to say poetry in Urdu and Kashmiri too; how- 
ever, how could these languages grant him the peace that Bhadarwahi 
language bestowed him with! 

This eminent and historically significant poet of Bhadarwahi lan- 
guage, who was above all a pious man finally passed away in March 
2010 AD, after a brief illness. Many of his immortal couplets bear a 
universal appeal, for example 


Eejan badla hai kadey kaal merey mitla 
Heran badla heer-o-haal 


(Come over to Bhadarwah sometime, my friend 
Discover how it has been without you) 


and 
Lahu shukhatey khayal tero mees 
(your memories soak away my blood) 
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Bal Krishan Chouhan 


shri Bal Krishan Chouhan was born on 20" July 1933 AD ar village 
Doga Chinta in Tehsil Bhadarwah. He passed his 10° Class examina- 
tions from Sti Amar High School Bhadarwah during the year 1950 AD 
and was appointed as a teacher on 26" February 1952 AD. He later 
continued his education privately and cleared his MA Hindi examina- 
tions. After completing his B.Ed during 1959-1960 AD, he was pro- 
moted to the Master Grade of the service. He was later also appointed 
as the Headmaster. During the last years of his service, he worked as a 
TE.O and Principal Higher Secondary School before retiring probably 
in July 1991 AD. During the same time, i.e in the year 1968 AD, he 
laid the foundation of ‘Bhadarwahi Sanstha’ (lit.: Bhadarwahi Organi- 
sation] for the promotion of Bhadarwahi language and literature, an 
organization that he leads until date. He has authored ‘Bhadarwahi Lok 
Geetoun Ka mutala’ (lit.: A Study of Bhadarwah’s Folk songs} and a 
Dogri Drama ‘Numan Giraan’ whose Hindi translation as ‘Naya 
Gawoun’ (lit.: New Village] has also been published. His study on the 
Bhadarwahi Culture was published under the title ‘Hansiyan’ in the 
year 1973 AD. He ensured the inclusion of many Bhadarwahi words in 
the Dogri dictionary, a project undertaken by the Academy. His service 
to the promotion of Bhadarwahi language and literature shall always be 


very memorable. He also has participated in many poetry recitals at 
Delhi and Jammu. 


Professor P. R, Khajuria 


Mr. P.R. Khajuria was born in a beautiful hamlet Kapra in Tehsil 
Bhadarwah in the year 1941 AD. After passing his 10" Class examina- 
tion from a local school, he passed his Intermediate Examination from 

overnment College Bhadarwah. He later received his B.Sc degree 
tom G.G.M. Science College Jammu in 1962 AD and afterward 
Passed M.Sc course in high grades from the Department of Life Scienc- 
= mir University. In the year 1963 AD, he was appointed as the 
at Bhadarwah College. He also served at Sopore College in 
t valley for some time in the year 1968 AD. Until his retire- 


lecturer 
hmi 
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ment, he greatly discharged his duties initially as a Professor and later 
as a Principal at Degree College Bhadarwah. 

Khajuria sahib is a very sincere, progressive and liberal-minded per- 
son. During his education, he made friends with some Communist 
students and teachers whose influence can still be seen upon his per- 
sonality. During his service, he was strictly against any short-sighted- 
ness, communal or regional prejudices, corruption or the use of any 
sort of unfair means in the examinations. After his retirement, he ac- 
tively participated in different social and political activities of the re- 
gion. He had a special inclination towards Congress party. As a person, 
he was so passionate that it had almost become his second nature to 
remain consistently busy in planning for the development of his native 
and other places of Bhadarwah. His wife is progressive who is strictly 
against any communal prejudices, much like her husband. All the peo- 
ple of Bhadarwah respect her a lot, regardless of their communal dif- 


ferences. 


Ghanshyam Singh Manhas 


A resident of a beautiful area of Athkhar Bhadarwah, Mr Ghansham 
Singh Manhas, is a resolved politician and sympathetic social worker 
besides being a renowned educationist. He is known for his progressive 
attitude by virtue of which he also got appointed as Deputy Director 
Field Publicity, while also serving as a Headmaster of a High School for 
a long time. He probably retired in the capacity of a T.E.O. He is now- 
adays an active worker of Congress Party who is very keen about differ- 
ent developmental projects of Bhadarwah. He is a lover and great ora- 
tor of Urdu language. He has been not also associated with the Low 
Paid Employees Unions but also with many other Teachers’ Organisa- 
tions of the place. 


Om Prakash Chouhan 


Shri Om Prakash Chouhan, the son of Shri Dina Nath Chouhan 
{resident of Douga Village(Chinta)] received his initial education 4 
different local schools after which he passed his Sc examinations from 
Bhadarwah College in the year 1960 AD. He then completed his B.Sc. 
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in First Class from Punjab Engineering Co, 
Engin" wh in the year 1965 AD. He was appointed as Ay 
pane the same year and kept on working at different places until 

ve 1979 AD. He worked as an Executive Engineer (Electrical) 
tai 1979-1995 AD and later as a Superintending Engineer from 
1995-1999 AD in the Power Department of the State. He was working 
saChief Engineer during the last month of his service career, October 
1999 AD. 

During his service in the undivided District Doda, Chouhan Sahib 
worked very hard for the Transmittance of Electricity in the region. In 
aldition to starting the groundwork on many Rural Power Schemes, he 
connected the former District Doda with a Grid System and by open- 
ing 33/11 KW Receiving Stations at many places improved the Elec- 
ticity Transmission System in the entire District. He also tried to 

te area like Kargil while 


transmit electricity to all the villages of a remo 
aso getting Diesel Generator Sets installed in many villages. According 


whim, there is a dire need for drafting well formulated balanced pro- 
poss for the conservation and harnessing of different natural resources 
: hydroelectric projects, Tourist activities, and Forest Preservation, 
a overall development of District Doda. He was born on g* Oc- 
‘ober 1941 AD at Doga village. 


Jami Pahalwan 


Shag of Jamli Pahalwan [Pahalwan: 
Words of y among the famous personalities of 
bus and Mr Ghulam Rasool Chowgani"®, “was ue 
ha tall young man and equally a gem of an intellect. His w' a 
tts Were not only popular in Jammu region but ne eat 

the ae region had also acknowledged his dominating power pad 
dus fo Munal riots of 1947 AD, he had safeguard hun 

fg, ™ Bhalesa and escorted them to the Chamba Border. 
Bhat "Panch and also the first President of National coe numet- 
Us 6, " Nder his guidance and training, Bhalesa gave birth to 

Wrestlers over time.” 


eet (Electric) 


Wrestler] is recalled very 


who in the 


a very hands 
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Muhammad Sharif Niyaz 

Mr Muhammad Sharif Niyaz was born in 1944 AD at Changa 
Bhalesa. After passing his 10° Class examinations from High Schoo] 
Kilhotran in the year 1960 AD, he was appointed as a teacher at a 
Primary School in village Kandardhaan (Tehsil Goul Gulab Grah), 
He got transferred to Kilhotran in the year 1968 AD where he got 
associated with the Low Paid Employees Union. People were starving 
those days in Bhalesa because of a famine whereas corruption was also 
on its peak. He made some fiery speeches against the government of 
the times that cost him his job. However, after being discharged from 
his service, he got busy in different social works. He joined Congress 
at a time when Mrs. Indira Gandhi had lost the elections. Azad Sahib 
helped him get the mandate from Inderwal Assembly Ward but he 
could not win. Later, he once again contested elections and emerged 
victoriously, He was appointed as the State Minister in the Farooq 
Government. In 2002 AD Assembly Elections, he won with a heavy 
majority of votes in Bhadarwah Assembly Ward and was made as the 
Power Minister in the Mufti Government, With this portfolio, he 


brought a lot of improvement in the Power Department of the State. 
He got the Electricity Transmi 


€ was also made a member of the Legislative 
rf “= 14€ Worked very hard for Azad Sahib during 
the 2008 AD Elections in Electoral Ward Bhalesa. Bhadarwah. He 
Azad Sahib door-to-door, thereby ensuring 


Niyaz Sahib who apa; me year when Azad Sahib vacated this seat for 
by-elections, and Ni oie heavy majority in the consequent 
» aNd was thus Selected as a Member of Assembly. 
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adam Rasool Bhat Chowgani 
afer passing his 10" Class from Sri Amar High School Bhadarwah, 
Ghulam Rasool Bhat Chowganiwas appointed as a teacher. However, 
be continued his education privately until he Passed his MA. After 
completing his B.Ed course from Government College of Education 
Jammu, he was promoted to Master Grade and was later appointed as 
Headmaster High School after a few years. Afterward, he was also 
appointed as a Block Education Officer. Having lived an excellent ser- 
vice career, he retired from the State Department of Education and got 
engaged in different social works. He now keeps himself entirely busy 
inthe development of Bhadarwah and Bhalesa area. His role as a teach- 
erin the State Department of Education was very admirable. Besides 
being an excellent teacher, he was a very capable administrator, poer, 
and an accomplished Prose writer. He has a deep passion for Poetry. His 
services as an Education officer was always hailed by many District, 
Regional and State level officers both verbally as well as in record, 
tis worth mentioning that while he was posted as a teacher in Kil- 
hotran, he had once jumped into Kalguni river during a storm to save 
astudent named Muhammad Aslam Khateeb from drowning. It is said 
is taging waters were so powerful that the onlookers were quite 
cue that ChowganiSahib would also get swept away in the currents. 
- “Wncerest and compassionate service at a remote school in Badhal 
. on 'S recalled even today. Jenab Ghulam Rasool Azad Sahib, for- 
the, ae Education, and Khwaja Abdul Aziz Bhat, former He 
ag te ; always get impressed by his flawless services. He also bi eet 
titin “ditor of the ‘Kalguni’ and ‘Bhalesa’ magazines, in which his 
Val : on the Issues, Education and Culture of Bhalesa bear very 
: 'MPortance, His essays have been appearing in many newap se 
Journals. He has also authored two books. ee : 
ime eee s been a teacher o 
People like Ese ent Aaron reso Sharif Niyaz, 
born i ' “th evolved as men of historical importance now. ae 
Dat village Batara in Bhalesa. Later he migrated from 
Presently resides at Bhadarwah. 


Pets a 
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Khwaja Muhammad Aslam Goni 


Khwaja Muhammad Aslam Goni is the son of a renowned thinker, 
poet, and legislator Khwaja Ghulam Nabi Goni. He was the former 
Advocate General of the Jammu and Kashmir State who has now been 
recently appointed, i.e on 29" January 2009 AD, as the President of the 
National Conference and political advisor of former Chief Minister 
J&K Dr Farooq Abdullah. Goni Sahib is a young politician, famous 
legislator and above all a noble and well-mannered person. He has 
earned a good social image by supporting everybody in thick and thin, 
He is very passionate to see his birthplace (Bhadarwah) getting devel- 
oped. He is counted among the reliable members of National Confer- 
ence and is regarded just the same within the party. 

Khwaja Muhammad Aslam Goni Sahib has also been working as the 
Chairman of B.B.S.I. (Financial Committee) and is presently also a 
member of its Tour Program Committee. He is also the Working Pres- 
ident of the Jammu and Kashmir State's Cricket Association. 


Dr Abdul Rashid 
Dr Abdul Rashid Mulla is the son of Khwaja Ghulam Ahmad Mul- 


la, a famous politician and social worker who was an important mem- 
ber of National Conference and a resident of village Douga Killar (Te- 
hsil Bhadarwah). He was born on June 27" 1944 AD. He passed his 
matriculation examinations in 1961 AD and First Year T.D.C in 1963 
AD. Later, he obtained B.V.S.C & A.H. degree from Veterinary Col- 
lege Jabalpur Madhya Pradesh in the year 1968 AD and was appointed 
as a Surgeon at the Veterinary Institute in September same year. Besides 
remaining busy in his formal education, he also participated in N.C.C. 
camps during his college days, an interest that he pursued at Jabalpur 
also. After completing his M.V.S.C. degree from Pant Nagar Uttaran- 
chal in 1976 AD, he completed his Ph.D. Degree from the same inst- 
tute in 1980 AD. He was the first person from Bhadarwah to have 
earned such a high qualification in the field. He continued working 4 
a Veterinary Surgeon until October 1976 AD following which he was 
appointed as an Assistant Professor at Agriculture College Sopore 
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vee 1976 AD. He also served as an Associate Professor and Dean 
ese mber 1984- May 1994 AD. He also worked as a Professor 
snd Associate Director at SKAUST Shuhama Srinagar, and also at RS 
pora from June 1994-December 2000 AD. He kept on excellently dis- 
charging his duties as Director Resident Instructions and Dean Post 
Graduate Studies from December 2000 AD until his retirement. 

Dr Abdul Rashid established many new departments at the above- 
during his service while also publishing a lot of 
authored a few books while also enrolling 
himself in numerous courses. Dr Sahib has mentored many scholars 
while also taking part in religious and social activities with great fervor, 
which in fact, he has been doing ever since. He is a very eloquent, 
honest, pious, sympathetic and a principled man who always strives 
for the development of Bhadarwah. He aspires to revolutionize the 
hearts and minds of men through thinkers, religious scholars, and ed- 
ucationists, Besides the character building of youth, he craves for a 
physical environment free of any kind of pollution. His research on 
Veterinary Sciences is so vast that it must be compiled in the form of 


a separate volume. 


Kunwar Devinder Singh Rana 


Pim Devinder Singh Rana was th 
Ous engineer, and poet of the state. 
utomobile engineer. He also lived in America as 
ne se during 1993 AD and has also eaten neo sched @ 

OTs J&K B Ss hib has also se 
ank for seven years. Kunwar > hief Minister of the 


the Me: 

¢ Media Advisor of Omar Abdullah, the current C 
Council; he has ay : is 
ia gi January 
he Sate Miner eae ear pa Minister 


Despite his 


mentioned institutes 
research papers. He also 


pacity: 


Way, 
8 Stoo, : on 
d deprived of the basic necessities © 
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terest in the development of this area and is also pressing for the estab- 
lishment of a Degree College at the place. He is a courteous, sensible 
and articulate man, the virtues that have earned him a lot of friends. 


Ghulam Hussain Najar 


Ghulam Hussain Najar, the son of Mr Ghulam Rasool Najar, a ma- 
son by profession and a resident of Mohalla Addah Bhadarwah, was 
pursuing his education at Prince of Wales College Jammu when 1947 
AD riots took place. After passing F.Sc examinations from the college, 
he migrated to Sialkot Pakistan via Kohata route where Chowdary 
Ghulam Abbas got him enrolled in B.Com Course with the help of Dr 
Omar Hayat, Vice Chancellor Punjab University. However, he did not 
like the course and got associated with the Muslim Conference for 
about a year. He later got admitted in Departments of Geology and 
Mathematics at Lahore University. After completing his Course in the 
year 1950 AD, he obtained his LLB degree from the same University in 
1954 AD. He got employed in an Oil Company of America following 
which he was appointed as a Commercial Assistant at Pakistan Indus- 
trial Development Corporation. It was the same place from where he 
then left to Germany for further studies. After completing his Diploma 
in Mining, he was appointed as a Mining Engineer and retired as a 
General Manager in 1992 AD. 

Ghulam Hussain Najar built his home at Muzaffarabad so that he 
could live in his own state. His heart abounds with the love of his 
hometown Bhadarwah and his native state which is why he has visited 
Bhadarwah many times. The author was privileged to meet him on 
16" December 2005 AD at Haji Bahar-ud-din Zargar's place and also 
enquired about his kiths and kin based in Muzaffarabad. It was deeply 
felt that all the migrants of this place long to return to their mother- 
land but what could be possibly done, in the wake of the actual Line 
of Control! 


{i}: 


Ql; 


{8}: 


31: 

i 
{5}: 
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References/Notes 


‘(Late) Professor Umar-ud-deen Malik was also a part of the convoy on Sth 
November 1947 AD that included thousands of Muslims who were prom- 
ised to be shifted to Pakistan but were instead martyred on the way by the 
rioters, 

Malik Ram Anand, a secular man, is an accomplished Urdu short-story 
writer, He was great friends with Professor Sultan Muhammad Khan. The 
family of Anand Sahib also migrated to Jammu after The Partition (of In- 
dia), where Professor Sultan, Muhammad Khan helped him a lot in settling 
at the place. tas 
In January 1953 A.D, the writer on his way to Ramban (in connection with 
his employment) got a chance to travel along with him until Batote. His 
empathy, simplicity, and compassion can never be forgotten by the writer. 
“Qulmi Nash Naama Bhadarwah’ by Ghulam Hussain Padar 

Some of the information on Seharwardi ane Mg also provided by Mr 
Ghulam Hassan Najar ( presently in Muzaffarabad). ie 

A detailed account os i cba Singh has already been given in the chap- 
ter on Poetry and Literature. : 

Refer to the detail on Devinder Singh Ji in this chaprer bait hei back 
(Translator's Reminder: As has been mentioned before, a oR wah, and 
treated in itself 2 Document on History and Culture ul year of 
therefore translated as such. A reader must niet Soe and the 
publication while finding verbs like ‘currently’, ‘presently’» D8 

like; and the respective contexts, therefore.) 

Letter of Ghulam Rasoo! Chowganito the writer 

Translation: Bashir Bhadarwahi 


QO 


Other Eminent Personalities 
Of Bhadarwah 


wing to the unavailability of the particulars of some other emi- 
nent personalities of Bhadarwah, the following chapter makes 


mention of their names only. The author hopes that in the = 
tesearch scholars shall be able to compile the details about their ti 
and works so that these sons of soil are immortalized. 


Kotwal Laxmi Chand, Former Director General Ordinance, 
Govt. of India a 
Kotwal Maya Ram, Gold Medalist, Punjab University, Lahore 
Shri T. R Rathore, Wing Commander 
Shri Prabhu Raj, S.L Air Force 
seri d Kashmir 
Bhagat Mangat Ram, Former Secretary Jammu an 
Govt.) + 
Shri Sewa Ram Kotwal, Former Chairman igs sees = 
Kotwal Tej Ram, (retired) Financial Commussion<® 

a ined) D.C 
Cheet Ram Kotwal, (resident: Chensar Bhalesa), (reure 
Kangrah 
Mr Ajay Kowal, Manager 
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Khawaja Munawwar Joo Dev 

Khawaja Qadir Joo Khateeb 

Pandit Thakur Lal (resident: Village Mathola),General Manager 
Jodha Mill Firm 

Kotwal Ram Lal, (resident: Village Udrana), Bhadarwah 
Khawaja Rehmatullah Bhat Suti (Bhalesa) 

Molvi Mohammad Assadulah Wani (Bihota) 

Abdul Sattaar Wani (Malanoo) 

Haji Ahmad Bhat (Gawaadi) 

Abdul Subhaan Magray (Malanoo) 

Haji Ghulam Qadir Bhat (Kilhotran) 

Mr Bashir Ahmad Zargar (Thathri) 

Anayatullah Lone (Marmat) 

Hakeem Rehmatullah (Marmat) 

Mehta Hari Lal Hakeem (Bhadarwah) 

Nazir Ahmad Wani Sarpanch (Ranka Marmat) 

Khazir JooTak (Bhatyas) 

Khwaja Ghulam Mohammad Banhiali (Chilli) 

Khwaja Abdul Rahmaan Saabri 

Khwaja Habibullah Malik (Talogarh, Bhalesa) 


The following pages consist of a list of those people from Bhadarwah 
who have been associated with various fields in the society, professional 
or otherwise. Many of these people have already been spoken of in the 
pteceding pages. However, their names have been categorically retained 
here as per their respective professions, Because this comprehensive 
book doesn’t allow adding any further details in view of its limited 
space, therefore the following pages are being presented as a One-Liner 
Directory. These pages may kindly be read with the same viewpoint, 

while the absence of any further details may also be excused. 


Judiciary (Advocates) 


e 


Shri Girdari Lal Manhas, District Sessions Judge 
Mr Zia ul Islam Suharwardy, (retired) District Sessions Judge 
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Mr N.D. Wani, District Sessions Judge 

Mr Janak Raj Kotwal, District Sessions Judge 

Mr Jafar Beigh, Sub Judge 

Mr Khawaja Ghulam Nabi Goni, Advocate High Court 
Mr Hem Raj Gupta, Advocate 

Mr Bhushan Gupta, Advocate High Court 

Mr Mohammad Aslam Goni, Former Advocate General High 
Court 

Mr Devinder Gupta, Advocate 

Mr Kotwal Jaswant Singh, Advocate High Court 

Mr Abdul Wahid Mengnu, Advocate 

Mr Naresh Chandra Gupta, Senior Advocate, District President 
Congress Doda 

Mr Mir Imtiyaz Ahmad (Budli, Bhalesa) PPO 

Mr Suman Bhagat, Advocate High Court 

Mr Abdul Rouf Ganai, Advocate High Court 

Mr PN Khajuria, Advocate 

Mr Bhushan Kotwal, Advocate High Cour 

Mr Devinder Gupta, Advocate High Court 

Mr Swami Raj, (resident: Marmat), Advocate 

Mr Mushtaq Ahmad, (Marmat Moothi), Advocate 

Mr Anayatullah (JJoura Waley), Advocate 


. ° * °° ° ° e 
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IASIKAS (Civil Service) 7 
: i . 2} Chist Secre> 
Shri D.N. Kotwal (Kansu, Bhalesa), IAS. (reas Chist See 
Sin IAS, Resried 


Shri Swami Raj Sharma (Rendah Bhadarwah 
‘ Commissioner Member Financial Commission — 
wa oY Kawa (retired) Commissioner {Sarot Bog 
em TEAS . 
re Meh Iqbal, KAS/IAS, Divisional Co 
Mo ; qu 
‘ Mr Pawan Korwal, LAS, Divisional Commissionet jam: 
tia Ahmad Malik, Assistant Commissionst 


quTssione? 
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Mr Ajaz Ahmad Sheikh, IAS, Commissioner Secretary 
Mr Shakoor Ahmad Ganai, (retired) Additional DC 
Mr Parvez Ahmad Malik, KAS 

Mr Shahid Anayatullah, KAS 

Mr Rajendra Singh Parihar, (retired) Commissioner, Resident 
Malhoori 

Mr Shakeel Ahmad Rather, KAS, Bhalesa 

Mr Arun Kumar Manhas, KAS, Resident Mathola 

Mr Siraj-ud-din Wani, (retired) District Commissioner 

Mr Parvaiz Iqbal Khateeb, KAS, Resident Bhadarwah, Chat- 
tered Accountant, Additional Commissioner Sales Tax 

Mr Khalid Majeed, Tehsildar, KAS 

Mr Bashir Ahmad Keen, KAS 

Mr Pankaj Katoch, KAS 

Mr Shahid Saleem Dar, KAS 

Mr Suraj Prakash, KAS 

Mr Mohammad Yaqoob Zargar, KAS 

Mr Jafar Anayatullah, KAS 

Mrs Nirupa Rai, KAS"! 


Accounts Service 


e 


Mr Mohammad Aslam Malik, KAS 
Mr Anayatullah Lone, Resident Marmat 


Police Department 


Mr Nisar Ahmad Bhat, Bhadarwah, IPS, SSP (retired) 

Mr Bashir Ahmad Rafigi, (retired) SSP 

Mr Maharaj Krishan Kotwal, Retried SSP Communication, 
Bhadarwah 

Dr Abdul Aziz Khan, IPS, (Chilli) (retired) SSP 

Mr R. Manhas, (Khaleni Killar), DIG Police 

Mr Mohammad Sultan Khan, (Sonwarah Chilli), SP (retired) 
Mr Ravinder Kotwal, DIG Police 
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Mr Haseeb Mughal, KPS, sp 
Mr Showkat Ali Bhat, SP 

Mr Mohammad Aslam Bhat, SP. 
Mr Ajaz Ahmad Bhat, Sp 

Mr Kulbir Singh, $P 

Mr Arif Reshu, SP!) 


Forerunners of Education (Male Teachers) 
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Master Brij Lal Koul 
Master Sitaram Gupta 
Master Kanshi Ram Gupta 
Master Mohammad S ultan Khateeb 
Master Abdul Qadir Wani 
Master Chunilal Kotwal 
Master Abdul Gaffar Kichloo 
Master Prem Nath Khajuria 
Master Agyaa Ram Malhoori 
Master Pana lal (Relaa Bhalesa) 
Peer Najum-ud-din Rafiqi 
aster Anirudh Singh, Kahil Jagasar, Bhalesa 
Mr Abdul Rahmaan Razdan (Marmat) 
Master Lachaman Das Kotwal 
Master Bansi Lal Kotwal 
Master Ghambir Chand Raina 
aster Murli Dhar Datt 
Master Ghulam Mohammad Ganai (Bhalesa) 
Master Abdul Kareem 
aster Ghulam Mohammad Kelu 
aster Ghulam Mustafa Sirwal Galanos) 
aster Mohammad Sikander, Chinyas, B 
aster Manohar Lal Pandit ; 
aster Mohammad Sultan Wani 
aster Ghulam Ali Kelu 
aster Ghulam Ahmad Shinali 


|830| ‘The History 8 Culture of Bhadarwah 


. 
e 
® 
e 
e 
e 
e 
° 
e 
. 
° 
a 
° 
. 
° 
e 
e 
e 
° 
e 
° 
e 
e 
e 
e 
e 
s 
e 
° 
e 
° 
e 
* 
s 
e 


Master Baharuddin Wani 

Qazi Assadullah Assad 

Sheikh Mohammad Fazal 

Sheikh Feroz-ud-din 

Master Amarnath Sharma 

Master Barkat Ali 

Master Hans Raj Sharma 

Master Abdul Qadir Zargar, Hilaran 
Master Madhu Lal Padah 

Master Abdul Razzaq Mundashi 
Master Jagat Ram Arian 

Master Bharam Lal, Chirala 
Master Abdul Aziz Khateeb 
Master Abdul Aziz Khushbaash 
Master Deen Mohammad, Thanala 
Master Abdul Aziz Bhat 

Master Ghambir Lal 

Master Kunj Lal 

Master Gori Lal 

Master Gul Sher Khan 

Master Abdul Gani Sheikh 
Master Swami Raj Katoch 

Master Manmohan Razdan 
Master Puran Nath 

Master Ram Chand 

Master Deen Mohammad Sheikh 
Master Bhishambar Kotwal 
Master Mohammad Ameen Tak 
Master Dhoni Chand Kotwal 
Master Anayatullah Malik 
Maulana Ghulam Qadir Bhat, Jakyas 
Master Abdul Qayoom Khateeh 
Master Madhu Lal, Killar 

Master Bhagar Singh 

Master Bodhraj, Killar 
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Master Ghulam Rasool Mulla, Killar 
Master Ghulam Rasool Owaisi, Bhalesa 
Master Mohammad Shareef Matoo, Bhalesa 
Master Ghulam Rasool Chogani, Bhalesa 
Master Abdul Rashid Sheikh 

Master Ghulam Nabi Kumar 

Master Ghulam Nabi Dandi 

Master Ghulam Ali, Killar 

Master Jaya Lal Sharma 

Master Subhash Gupta 

Master Ajodhaya Lal Korwal 

Master Abdul Rahman Bhat 

Master Mohammad Shareef Bhat 

Master Abdul Qayoom (Dandi) 

Master Vidya Sagar 
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Women Teachers 


Mrs. Sukhmali Pandit 

Mrs. Krishna Kotwal 

Mohatarma Sakeena Begum Kichloo 
Mohatarma Saeeda Malik 
Mohtarma Saaja Malik 

Shrimati Kanta Koul 

Shrimati Gora Devi 

Mohatarma Bakhti Begum 
Mobhatarma Saeeda Goni 
Mohatarma Bakhti Begum Sheikh 
Muhatarma Kulsum Begum Khan 
Shrimati Shankari Devi 

Shrimati Kanta Kotwal 

Mrs. Lalita Rathore 

Mrs, Iqbala Malik 

Ms, Shafiga Goni 

Mrs. Shamshad Mughal 
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Shrimati Ram Pyari 

Muhatarma Haneefa Begum Rishu 
Mrs. Sureya Begum Fani 

Mrs. Sara Begum Malik 

Mrs, Rehana Mughal 

Mrs. Hajira Begum 

Mrs. Sardar Begum Khan 


University and College Lecturers 
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Professor Umar-ud-din Malik 
Professor Abdul Aziz Bhat 
Professor Ram Ratan Parihar 
Khawaja Ghulam Rasool Azad 
Shri K.K Gupta 

Professor Shankar Lal 

Dr Sheikh Mohammad Iqbal 
Professor Janak Raj Rathore 
Professor Udhay Chand Thakur 
Professor Sultan Mohammad Khan 
Professor ©, P Kotwal 

Professor Jaya Lal Korwal 
Professor N. D Wani 

Professor Abdul Raheem Mughal 
Professor Abdul Wahid Malik 
Professor Mohammad Ayub Sheikh 
Professor PN Khajuria 

Professor S. K Koul 

Professor Shakeela Malik 
Professor H.L Padha 

Professor Jagdish Sharma 
Professor Rajkumar Sharma 

Dr Mohammad Iqbal Zargar 
Professor Shahaab Tnayat Malik 
Professor Assadullah Wani 
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Professor Kameshwar Koul 

Professor Deshbandhu Gupta (Chairman J8¢K School Board) 
Professor Pritam Krishan Koul 

Professor Rajiv Gupta 

Professor Daya Krishan Gupta 

Professor Shabir Ahmad Qazi 

Professor Subhash Chandra Kotwal 

Professor Shiv Kant Gupta 

Professor Nisar Ahmad Wani 

Professor Shafqat Hussain Rafiqi 

Dr Javed Iqbal Khateeb 

Mr Nazir Ahmad Rafigi (Chief Librarian) 

Mrs Zahida Khateeb (Chief Librarian) 

Mr Tasadduq Hussain Malik, Director Physical education, 
Degree College 


Teachers of the School Education Department (Gazetted) 
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Kotwal Mansa Ram 

Lala Gobind Ram Gupta 
Sheikh Nizam-ud-din 

Pandit Sham Lal Matoo 
Pandit Sansar Chand 

Mr Jaya Lal Kotwal 

Mr Ram Lal Rao 

Kotwal Dina Nath 

Kotwal Ishar Das 

Mr Syed Hussain Mir 

Mr Bashir Ahmad Khateeb 
Mr Ataa Mohammad Mehta 
Mr Mohammad Fazal Sheikh 
Mr Feroz-ud-din Sheikh 

Mr Bal Krishan Chauhan 
Mr Puran Chand Bhagat 
Mr Abdul Aziz Sheikh 
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Mrs Krishna Kotwal 

Mrs. Lalica Rathore 

Mrs. Shafiqa Goni 

Mr Ghulam Nabi Reshu 

Mr Bhagat Singh Manhas 
Mr Gansham Singh 

Mr Vidya Prakash Mehta 
Mr Narinder Gupta 

Mr Abdul Rahmaan Rather 
Mr Janki Nath Korwal 

Mr Ghulam Rasool Chogani 
Mr Munawwar Din Mir 

Mr Ghulam Nabi Ahanger 
Mr Lajpat Rai 

Mr Prem Lal Bhagat 

Mr Dhoni Chand Bhagat 
Mr Ramesh Manhas 

Mr Sansar Chand Kotwal 
Mr Swami Raj Bhagat 

Mr Abdul Qayoom Zargar 
Mr Ghulam Rasool Ganai 
Mr Nazir Ahmad Qazi 

Mr Fazl-ur-Rahman Hameem 
Mr Mohammad Ashraf, Bhalesa 
Mr Mohammad Shafi Zargar 
Mr Mohammad Shafi Matoo 
Mr Mohammad Sharif Mir 
Mr Abdul Qayoom Mir 

Mr Ved Prakash Sharma 

Mr Abdul Hameed Ganai 
Mr Anayatullah Sheikh 

Mr Gayaas-ud-din Mir 

Mr Ashwini Koul 

Mr Swami Raj Kotwal 

Mr Mehraj-ud-din Sheikh 
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Mr Dev Raj Sharma 

Mr Desh Raj Katil 

Mr Mang Khan, Bhalesa 
Mr Ahmadullah Mir, Bhalesa 
Mrs Iqbala Malik 

Mr Abdul Hafiz Fani 

Mr Raj Rathore 

Mr Prakash Ram Bhagat 

Mr Ghulam Qadir Sheikh 
Mr Abdul Qayoom Sheikh 
Mrs. Rehana Mughal 

Mrs. Shamshad Mughal 

Mr Abdul Lateef Zargar 

Mr Zafarullah Khateeb 

Mr Om Prakash Kotwal 

Mr Raseela Ram, 

Mr Bagh Singh, Kandot 

Mr Dharampal Dogra 

Mr Dhyan Singh 

Mr Shadi Lal Kotwal 

Mr Charanjeet Lal 

Mr Lekhraj Kotwal 

* Mohammad Abdullah Bhat 
t Baldey Singh 

‘ Mohammad Hussain Khan 
am Hussain Khan 


Mr Moh 
rs hae ad Iqbal Ganai 


Mala Begum Sheikh 
Devi Bhagat 
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¢ Mr Hansraj Dutt. (retired) Principal!®! 
* Mr Yog Raj Rathore 
* Mr Chaman Lal Gupta 


Department of Agriculture and Horticulture 
¢ Mr Shah Din Dar, Chief Agriculture Officer (retired) 
* Mr Rajendra Wazeer, C.A.O. 
* Mr Abdul Qayoom Shapoo, Grass Development Officer 
* Mr Abdul Wahid Bhar, Joint Director (retired) 
* Mr Abdul Majeed Wachku, Junior Scientist 
* Mr Mohammad Shafi Mughal, Senior Scientist (retired) 
Dr (Professor) M. C Parihar : 
Dr D. R. Kotwal, Chief Scientist (retired) 
Dr Nazir Ahmad Wani, Marmat, Director Horticulture (retired) 
Mr Ghulam Mohammad Beg, C.A.O. 
Mr Ataa Mohammad Zia, D.A.O 
Mr Fatah Mohammad Mehta, D.A.O. (retired) 
Mr Ghulam Hussain Sheikh, Director Agriculture (retired) 
Mr Abdul Qayoom Bhat, C.A.O. (retired) 
Mr Abdul Hameed Ganai, Project Manager, D.PA.P. 
Mr Abdul Qayoom Aas, C.A.O, (retired) 
Mr Ajaz Ahmad Bhat, District Officer!4) 
Department of Rural Development 


* Mr Bashir Ahmad Taj, 


Assistant Commissioner 
Mr Abdul Lateef Khan, Assistant Commissioner 


Department of Drug Control 


* Mr Mohammad Aslam Khateeb, Drug Controller, J&K State 
(retired) 


Mr Mushtaq Ahmad Khateeb, Assistant Drug Controller, Sri- 
nagar (retired) 


Department of Animal Husbandry 


Dr Mohammad Akbar Malik, (retired) Director Veterinary De- 
partment 
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Dr Abdul Rashid, Director Resident Instruction and Dean PG 
Studies, Agriculture University, Jammu 

Dr Mohan Lal Sharma, Director of Animal Husbandry 
Department (retired) 

Dr Santosh Kumar Sharma, District Animal Husbandry Officer 
Dr D. P. Kotwal, Chief Animal Husbandry Officer, (retired) 

Dr H. P Padha, District Animal Husbandry Officer 

Dr Vinod Gupta, Joint Director Animal Husbandry 

Dr Mohammad Iqbal Khateeb, District Sheep Husbandry Officer 
Dr Javed Iqbal Khan, Bhalesa 

Dr Manzoor Ahmad Zargar, District Sheep Husbandry Officer 
Dr Abdul Wahid Khateeb, Sheep Husbandry Officer 

Dr Sunit Singh, Deputy Director Sheep Husbandry, (resident of 
Bhalesa) 

Dr Makand Lal Sharma, Joint Director Sheep Husbandry 

Dr Baldev Raj Kotwal, Joint Director Sheep Husbandry 


Departments of Roads and Buildings, Electricity and 
Public Health 
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Sheikh Ghulam Mustafa, Chief Engineer, PWD 
Mr Kewal Krishan Kotwal, Chief Engineer, PDD 
Mr Virendra Prakash Kotwal, Chief Engineer, PWD 
Mr Satish Kumar Korwal, Chief Engineer, PWD (retired) 
Mr Abdul Sattar Rather (Bhalesa), Chief Engineer, PHE 
(retired) 
. Surendra Kumar Kotwal, Chief Engineer, PWD (retired) 
is amesh Chandra Kotwal, Chief Engineer, PHPC 
oa Kotwal (Chirala), (retired)Chief Engineer and 
s Manager, Hydroelectric Project 


Shei Yo KobWaL (retired) Chief Engineer, PWD 

r hte Raj Padha, (retired) Chief Engineer, PHE 

r me Dev Manhas, Engineer (London) 

ln Goni, (retired) Chief Engineer, PHE 

Me net Ahmad Malik, (retired) Chief Engineer, PWD 
air Ahmad, X-En, PWD 
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Mr Javed Iqbal Zargar, Halaran, ExEn, PWD 

Mr Abul Lateef Shinali, (retired) Chief Engineer, PWD 
Mrs, Sayeda Bano Wani, X-En, PDD 

Mrs. Sweeti Mughal, X-En, PDD 

Mr Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, X-En, PHE, 

(resident of Bhalesa) 

Mr Ghulam Nabi Rather 

Mr Divan Chand Manhas, PDD, X-En (Retired) 

Mr Abdul Hafiz Bhat, Superintending Engineer, PDD 
Mr Bahaar-ud-Din Zargar, (retired) X-En, PHE 

Mr Abdul Lateef Tak, (retired) X-En, R&B 

Mr Vijay Kotwal, (retired) X-En, R&B 

Mr Mohammad Iqbal Malik, (retired) X-En (PHE) 

Mr Dayanand Kotwal, (Kansu Bhalesa), (retired) X-En, PWD 


Department of Health and Family Welfare 


* DrR.N Parihar, (retired) Director 

Dr Prem Nath Rathore 

Dr Devraj Manhas (Cardiologist, America) 

Dr Ved Prakash Gupta, (retired) Director 

Dr Shaadi Lal, England 

Dr Riyaz Ahmad Goni (England) 

Dr Aman Wazir 

Dr Anayatullah, HOD (retired) 

Dr Mumtaz Goni, (retired) Principal, Assistant Professor, 
Medical College 

Dr Tariq Azad, Surgeon Specialist (Medical College) 

Dr Shabir Ahmad Salaria (Ortho Surgeon) 

Dr Raghbir Singh Manhas, Professor Medical College 
Dr Rajiv Kotwal, Physician Specialist 

Dr O. P Bhagat, Physician Specialist 

Dr Mohammad Sharif Khan, (retired) Deputy Director 
Dr Abdul Majeed Shorgaru, (retired) Deputy Director 
Late Dr Abdul Majeed Shinali, (retired) Deputy Director 
Dr Javed Iqbal (Mothi Marmat), Physician (Saudi Arabia) 
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Kelu, Deputy CMO 

Dr Mushtaq Ahmad Kichloo, CMO 

Dr Jicendra Singh Rana, Assistant Professor Medical College 
(resident of Marmat) 

Dr Nazir Ahamd Tak, (retired)Deputy CMO 

Dr Bashir Ahmad Bhat, Deputy CMO 

Dr Iftikhar Ahmad Shapoo, Deputy Director Jammu 

Dr Shahid Ahmad Mughal, CMO 

Dr Mohammad Ameen Ameen, BMO 

Dr Showkat Magray, Deputy CMO 

Dr Aftab Ahmad Kichloo, (B Grade Specialist, presently in 
Saudi Arabia) 

+ Dr Mohammad Ashraf Mir, BMO : 

* Dr Shafgacullah Khateeb, Physician Specialist, 
Riyadh- Saudi Arabia 

Dr Mohammad Shafi Malik, Surgeon Specialist 

Dr Bilques Malik, Surgeon Specialist (retired) 

Dr Ramesh Kotwal, BMO 

Dr Anayatullah Wani, BMO 

Dr Amar Singh, Resident Batara 

Dr Iqbal Thakur, BMO 

Dr Pankaj Kotwal, BMO 

Dr Abdul Rashid Zargar, (retired) Deputy Director 
Dr Mushtaq Ahmad Baba, (retired) Deputy Medical Officer 
Dr Mohammad Iqbal Bhat, District Medical Officer” 


Dr Ehsaan 
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D 
‘partment of Youth Service and Sports 


of Pritam Kotwal, (retired) Deputy Director 
Ne Jay Raj Bhagat, District Officer 
Me eK Hussain Shapoo, Zonal Officer 
ico Deen, Zonal Officer 
-p dul Majeed Mughal, Zonal Officer 
ite? Almad Sheikh, Zonal Officer 
‘ushtaq Ahmad Bhat, Zonal Officer 
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Mr Anees Ahmad Malik, Zonal Officer 
Mr Tasadduq Hussain Malik, Director of Physical Education 
(College Department) 


Department of Forests 


Mr Sheikh Ghulam Rasool, (retired) Chief Conservator Forests 
Mr Bhagat Tej Ram, DFO (retired) (IFS) 

Mr Abdul Rahman Mughal, DFO (retired) (IFS) 

Mr Sheikh Ghulam Mohammad, Chief Conservator Forests 
Shri Omkar Singh Manhas, (retired) General Manager (SFC) 
Mr Muhammad Shafi Parray, (retired) General Manager (SFC) 
Mr Khakan Ahmad Malik, DFO (retired) 

Mr Asgar Anayatullah, IFS 

Mr Manzoor Hussain Khateeb, DFO (retired) 

Mr Nizamuddin Bhat, DFO (retired) _ 

Mr Shakir Hussain Rafiqi, DFO (retired) 

Me Mohammad Sharif Bhat, DFO (retired) 

Shri Satpal Parihar, DFO (retired) 

Mr Abdul Hafiz Bhat, DFO (retired) 

Mr Abdul Majeed Sheikh, DFO (retired) 

Mr Ramesh Kotwal, DFO (retired) 

Jaswant Manhas, Divisional Manager, SFC (retired) 


Department of Social Welfare 


Shri Bhagat Ram, District Officer 
Mr Khawaja Ghulam Qadir Bhat, District Officer 
Mr Ram Nath Yogi, Districe Officer 


Miscellaneous Departments 


Mr Mohammad Aslam Wani, Cooperative 
Mr Farooq Ahmad Khan, FCI 
Mr Jagdish Raj Manhas, Food and Supplies 
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Mr Mehraj-ud-Din Sheikh, Food and Supplies 

Mr Abdul Hafiz Mughal, Deputy Director Sericulture (retired) 
Mr Kotwal Pritam Krishan, Assistant Commissioner 

Mr Kotwal Sita Ram, Assistant Commissioner 


° 
o 
° 
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Social and Political Workers 


Mr Khawaja Ghulam Mohammad Daand 
Mr Ghulam Ahmad Mulla 

Pandit Bishambar Razdan 

Lala Amarnath Shah 

Shri Hari Saran Zaildar, Bhalesa 

Mr Munshi Ahmad Joo Malik 

Mr Khawaja Mohmmmad Shareef Baba 
Mr Babu Ghulam Qadir 

Mr Deen Mohammad Mir, (Budhili) 

Mr Khawaja Habibullah Tak 

Shri Badri Nath Bhal, (Bhalesa) 

Shri Hari Saran Zaildar, (Chinta) 

Mr Malik Ghulam Rasool Owaisi, Bhalesa 
Mr Khawaja Lassa Malik, (Chalar) 

Shri Bhagat Ram, (Godekrah) 

Master Mansa Ram (Chunri) 

Lala Kripa Ram 

Mr Chowdary Abdul Karim Gundu 

Mr Khawaja Abdul Hai Khateeb 

Shri Hansraj Dogra 

Shri Mastnath Yogi 

Mr Sheikh Mohammad Ibrahim 

Mr Fagir Chand Gupta (Goha) 

Mr Thakur Amar Chand (Goha) 

Mr Rustum Joo Parray (Marmat) 

Mistri Ghulam Rasool 

Mt Nazir Ahamd Wani, Sarpanch (Ranka, Marmat) 
Mujahid Ghulam Mohammad 
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Munshi Dilawar Baksh 

Faizullah Salaria, Marmat 

Mr Mohammad Shafi Pir 

Mr Meraj-ud-Din Zargar 

Mr Abdul Hafiz Wani 

Mr Kishori Lal Kotwal 

Chowdhary Abdul Kareem Gundu 
Chowdhary Noor Mohammad, MLC 
Mr Abdul Aziz Bhat, MLC 

Khawaja Ghulam Mustafa Azad 
Hakeem Ghulam Ali Shah (Joura) 

Mr Swami Raj Katal 

Khawaja Ghulam Hassan Goni 

Haji Fateh Ali Lone (Marmat) 

Haji Qamat-ud-din Lone (Rout Marmat) 
Chowdhary Mohammad Sultan Ganai 
Haji Ghulam Qadir Ganai 
Chowdhary Abdul Haq Ganai 

Mr Ghulam Hassan Bhagwan 
Khawaja Ghulam Mohammad Banihali (Chilli) 
Mr Kotwal Ved Prakash 

Mr Ghulam Mohammad Goni 

Lala Hansraj Gupta 

Lala Badri Nath Gupra 

Mr Abdul Raheem Ganai 

Ghulam Hussain Daand 

Mr Anayatullah Khateeb 

Shri Omkar Nath Pandit 

Mr Abdul Majeed Ganai, (retired)DSP 
Mr Khairaat Hussain Farash 

Ranger Rehmatullah Bhat 

Shri Roop Chand Chouhan, Bhalesa 
Shri Jamvat Ram Manhas (Nalthi) 
Ranger Ghulam Qadir Kral 

Mr Om Prakash Thakur 
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Khawaja Ghulam Rasool Shah (Bonjuwa) 
Mr Kuldeep Kumar Rao 

Khawaja Maqbool Ahmad Tak 

Mr Amarnath Kotwal 

Mr Jamvat Ram (Jalga) 

Mr Balwant Raj Gupta 

Thakur Dhantar Singh 

Mr Bashir Ahmad Zargar, (Thathri) 

Mr Sadiq Kichloo,(Thathri) 

Thakur Kuldeep Singh 
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Notes 


Some more persons from Bhadarwah have qualified K.A.S. examinations in 
the last two years. 


A considerable number of 
dents. 


The list of teachers and headmasters is too long to be accommodated here. 
The number of 


Agricultural Assistants and Development Officers is similar- 
ly very large, 


Details of many doctors have already been provided. The list of all the doc- 
tors and junior engin 


ers from Bhadarwah is again too long to be accommo- 
dated here, 


people from Bhadarwah also serve as Superinten- 
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